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Today's Topics:

		  Books - Blish (2 msgs) & Card (5 msgs)
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Date: 30 Jun 90 06:20:28 GMT
From: silk@dhw68k.cts.com (Mitch Gorman)
Subject: A really old James Blish series of 4(?) novels

   Anyone out there remember a series of books Blish wrote aeons ago, that
I believe went under the names 'Cities In Flight'?  It had to do with just
that: technology was developed such that whole cities became flying
metropoli-in-space.  It was probably one of the first sf series I ever
read, and I can't ever seem to find it or anyone who's ever heard of it.

   Any help?

Mitch Gorman
Internet:  silk@dhw68k.cts.com
uucp:  ...{spsd,zardoz,felix}!dhw68k!silk

------------------------------

Date: 2 Jul 90 11:26:09 GMT
From: jprlarib@praxis.cs.ruu.nl (Jan Peter Laribij)
Subject: Re: A really old James Blish series of 4(?) novels

silk@dhw68k.cts.com (Mitch Gorman) writes:
>Anyone out there remember a series of books Blish wrote aeons ago, that I
>believe went under the names 'Cities In Flight'?  It had to do with just
>that: technology was developed such that whole cities became flying
>metropoli-in-space.  It was probably one of the first sf series I ever
>read, and I can't ever seem to find it or anyone who's ever heard of it.

Don't worry, the title and author are correct. I have got the Dutch
translation at home so the English version must be to find somewhere. The
book exists of four novellas in which the okies (inhabitants of a city)
from NY are followed in their adventures. I liked the stories a lot and
your letter reminds me that I must re- read the book in the near future.
Good luck with trying to get it.

Jan Peter Laribij
Beetzlaan 42
3762 CE   Soest
jprlarib@praxis.cs.ruu.nl   

------------------------------

Date: 29 Jun 90 07:42:23 GMT
From: nelsonaf@thor.acc.stolaf.edu
Subject: Re:Orson Scott Card

Card is one of my favorite authors and I think I'll defend him on this
since Mr. Siemon also might have one or two facts in the story mixed up.  I
think these facts change the interpretation of the story quite a bit.

Micheal Siemon writes:
>phantom@athena.mit.edu (Mike Garrison) writes:
>> 1. anti-gay books? I suspect someone was overly sensitive. I've never
>> noticed anything like that.
>
>I suggest you look at _Songmaster_.  Card is by no means a flaming
>homophobe, but what he conveys in *this* book, at least, has a rather odd
>resemblance to the current position of the Vatican (a la dear Cardinal
>Ratzinger).  The songmasters acquire their mastery, in part, through

No, they extend the useful life of the childhood singing voices (fine point
with the same ending-just picking a nit here)

>postponing puberty and thereafter under severe *physiological* constraint
>must avoid sex.  This doesn't make much sense, and is given

heterosex as well as homosex.  

To my mind, Card is just creating a situation in which his main character
can suffer pain or be challenged.  Isn't this common among all stories?
Books would be pretty boring if the heroes had no obstacles to overcome.

>nothing like a serious explanation, but let that pass.  What I want to
>emphasize is the resemblance to "the only good homosexual is a chaste
>homosexual."  I suppose that might be considered "progress" if the
>alternative is "Hey! gay-bashing is fun!"

Some pretty serious plot spoilers coming up:

I am not sure it was ever made clear that the main character (Ansset) was
actually homosexual at all.  Certainly, he was not strictly heterosexual,
since we see him responding to other guy (can't remember his name - gay
husband of the woman from the Songhouse who goes to Earth, aha, Josef I
think) in a way that indicated that he was willing to have sex with him,
but it wasn't made clear to me that he wouldn't have done the same for
someone else who happened to be female in the same way. My sense was that
it was immaterial to the story what the exact sexual preferences of the
main character were.

>Put this together with its "proof" in the novel - the hero almost dies,
>and his seducer *does* suffer a horrible death by self-castration, as a
>result of following human affection to a conclusion that any heterosexual
>would, in similar circumstances, think of as merely a conventional
>denoument.

This is incorrect.  The 'seducer', if he can be so called, dies by stuffing
a sheet down his own throat after waking up already castrated.  The
castrator was the emperor who does it because he is angry that Ansset gives
the 'seducer' his love and not the emperor. I always thought that he
committed suicide much more because he felt that he had betrayed his
current lover (his wife) rather than because he had been castrated.

Remember that Josef says himself that he could only love _one_ individual
at a time.  His former boss in the bureaucracy (the one who was pardoned by
the emperor) took him away from his first lover, who he could then no
longer love, then dumped him. Then we find him with the woman from
Songhouse.  When he meets Ansset for the first time he realizes that it is
only a matter of time before he must turn from loving the woman to loving
Ansset.  Ansset doesn't realize this of course and does not reject Josef
since he only sees that the man has a strong affection for him [not love
yet, that happens when they try to have sex].  This forces the 'seducer' in
his own eyes to betray (by ceasing to love) the person he had committed
himself to.

If ever there was a tragic hero, here he is.  A man who commits suicide
after betraying his previous love and being tortured by what amounts to a
rival for his lover's affections.

Also, even if the above were not so and you still think that Card is a
gay-basher, Ansset goes on to a very distinguished life.  He becomes
emperor and later gives the greatest gift to Songhouse that had ever been
given. Certainly not an ending a homophobe would write.

[As a side comment- if there was any fault at all in the book it was that
it skipped almost all of Ansset's adult life; I felt a little disappointed]
 
>That may not be "anti-gay". It may be merely a clever ploy by Card to

ploy? uh, no. I don't think so. The theme that runs through all of his
novels (I've read all of them I think) more than any other is understanding
and acceptance of people who are different from you in ways that may
initially frighten you. (See the Ender novels, especially the second one,
or the Alvin Maker stories which as yet are unfinished, for the best
examples of this)

Andy Nelson
nelsonaf@thor.acc.stolaf.edu
andy@neutrino.physics.arizona.edu
andy@fermion.physics.arizona.edu 

------------------------------

Date: 29 Jun 90 13:05:42 GMT
From: jdnicoll@watyew.uwaterloo.ca (Brian or James)
Subject: Children in SF (was Re: Orson Scott Card)

mls@cbnewsm.att.com (mike.siemon) writes:
[Much deleted re: the question of whether Card's works show pro or anti-gay
sentiments]
>Card has a certain tendency in his works to dwell lovingly on some
>extremely cruel usages of children (this goes far beyond questions of
>homosexuality or heterosexuality.)

   Children often fare poorly in SF. 'Cyteen' is mainly about child abuse,
for example. The kiddies are a major cultural ikon for us, so doing
horrible things to them *will* get the reader's attention. It's an
effective way to get a point across.

JDN

------------------------------

Date: 29 Jun 90 15:02:40 GMT
From: dana@chaos.cs.brandeis.edu (Dana Goldblatt)
Subject: Orson Scott Card and accepting outsiders

This post contains spoilers for _Songmaster_ and _Speaker for the Dead_ and
_Ender's Game_, but not right at the beginning, and not really important
ones that will ruin the book or anything. :-)

The consensus seems to be that while Card's view of homosexuality may not
be positive, his view of homosexuals is not necessarily negative.  Gay
Pride requires that Card unequivocally imply that homosexual love can be a
positive thing sexually and for society, and prefers that this be done by
portraying it so in his writing.

I infer this about Gay Pride from Siemon's footnote
>And if this attitude is read *incorrectly* into Card's works, he must bear
>some of the blame for playing with such themes so ambiguously.

I read this as saying that playing with such themes ambiguously is *wrong*
according to either Siemon or Gay Pride.  Of course, as Siemon wrote, this
is hypersensitivity due to maltreatment. (If I have misinterpreted, I
apologize.  I am in favor of the rights of people to express sexual love
between any two adults, same or different sex, in any way they choose
together.  On the other hand, along with Card, I recognize the social
disruption we may have to endure to protect these rights.  I'll get to this
next.)

Siemon on what Card's central themes are:
>Card has a certain tendency in his works to dwell lovingly on some
>extremely cruel usages of children (this goes far beyond questions of
>homosexuality or heterosexuality.)  There is a strong sense of masochistic
>fanstasy in some of them and _Songmaster_ has this flavor to a degree that
>is more important to it than the gay angle taken alone.  I suggest that
>pro OR anti gay sentiment has no very major place in Card's works, so that
>boycotting on that basis is a bit absurd.

Nelson on what Card's central themes are:
>The theme that runs through all of his novels (I've read all of them I
>think) more than any other is understanding and acceptance of people who
>are different from you in ways that may initially frighten you. (See the
>Ender novels, especially the second one, or the Alvin Maker stories.)

I have noticed Card's tendency to show children in very difficult
situations.  I have also noticed his tendency to tell these stories from
the child's point of view.  In a way this theme ties in very well to his
theme of the acceptance of "people who are different," in two ways: First
of all, to a young child, the most difficult process is to recognize the
humanity of others and their similarity to the child's self.  Second of
all, the recognition of more and more people as fully human is part of the
growing up process of humanity.

While I find Card's treatment of children to be justifiable as drama,
realism, or making a point about the humanity of children (which adults can
forget :-)), I do not find his "acceptance of people who are different" to
be as wholehearted as Nelson finds it.  As Siemon has recognized, Card is a
complex writer whose work often has multiple, contradictory meanings which
I fully believe he intended to put in (for those to whom authorial intent
counts :-)).

Nelson cites ("the second [Ender novel]" by which he means) Speaker for the
Dead as an example of Card's championing acceptance of the different.  But
his book is full of people changing themselves and hiding unacceptable
parts of themselves in order to fit into the social order.  Ender comes in
as the complete outsider, and the only ones who accept him are also
outsiders, though not so severely.  By the end of the book, although Ender
has threatened, psychologically manipulated, etc. everyone into accepting
him and the even more outside companions he brought, he conforms to the
society's requirements to marry and to be Catholic.  This is presented as
both necessary for the continued success of the society and something truly
desired by Ender.

Others who hide or change their differences to adjust to social norms
include the Children of the Mind of Christ, an interesting version of a
monastic teaching order, and Jane, the artificial intelligence.

As a matter of fact, this theme of mutual adjustment, society to different
individual and individual to social norms, is most clearly displayed as
necessary and good by the central plot of the book.  The local aliens
cannot treat humans as their own, and neither can humans treat aliens as
aliens.  This works very well and ethically on aliens, I think, but a
similar application to our own culture and homosexuality would be not much
like what Gay Pride would like.

The way Card presents it in Speaker for the Dead, a community should be
tolerant of outsiders, but not allow them to practice outsider activities
that threaten the community's coherence.  Threat is in the mind of the
beholder, of course, and laws in Card's universe protect free practice from
the community.  Cultural taboo and social ostracism protect the community
from free practice.

Dana Goldblatt            
Brandeis University       
dana@chaos.cs.brandeis.edu

------------------------------

Date: 29 Jun 90 17:21:57 GMT
From: jagardne@aftermath.waterloo.edu (Jim Gardner)
Subject: Re: Orson Scott Card

In his book "Characters and Viewpoint" for the Writers Digest "How to Write
Fiction" series, Card praises a passage by Michael Bishop that describes a
gay man getting turned on by watching other men at a swimming pool.  (The
passage is taken from Bishop's novel, "Unicorn Mountain".)  Card's main
point is directed at the writing, that a heterosexual man does a convincing
job of conveying a gay man's outlook; but in praising a sympathetic
portrayal of a gay character, Card shows that he has no particular anti-gay
bias.

As for cruelty to children, Card has said on a number of occasions that his
favourite fiction examines characters who must cope with pain.  If a
problem doesn't cause you pain, it isn't really a problem.  If a decision
isn't a painful one, the character who makes that decision usually doesn't
have much of a stake in the outcome.  If a situation doesn't cause pain, it
usually doesn't matter as much to you as a situation that hurts you a lot.
("Pain", of course, covers psychological and moral distress as well as
physical pain.)

Card writes about children because he is strongly oriented towards the
family.  Family is important to him; as I think about his books, there's
only one significant character I can recall who doesn't have a family
background and that's the purest villain in all his books, Reverend Thrower
of the Alvin Maker series.  It's quite possible that Thrower is also
introduced in the context of his family and I've just forgotten that bit.

The point is that there are lots of children in Card's stories, far more
than almost any other SF writer.  In the writing of other authors, I would
say the majority of characters *do not* have any family background; at
most, characters have a significant other to whom they might get married at
the end of the book.  Since Card has more children, and very frequently
shows the childhoods of his adult characters, you're going to see more
children in pain.  *All* of Card's characters are in pain; if they aren't
so at the beginning of the story, they are by the end.  Card isn't singling
children out; he's giving them the same depth of motivation he gives his
adults.

Jim Gardner
University of Waterloo

------------------------------

Date: 29 Jun 90 17:58:05 GMT
From: srt@aerospace.aero.org (Scott "TCB" Turner)
Subject: Re: Orson Scott Card

More stuff about Songmaster, not necessarily related to the question of
Card's opinions on homosexuality.

mls@cbnewsm.att.com (mike.siemon) writes:
>The songbirds *could* opt out and live a normal sexual life (there is at
>least one *heterosexual* example given[*]) if they aborted their careers
>"early" enough.  These were generally taken to have betrayed their
>calling.  They could have the Songhouse or sex, but not both.
>
>What the hero of the story did NOT get, as a result of his political
>"kidnapping" by the usurping emperor, was counseling and support (and
>possibly sex-drive suppressing drug treatment) from the Songhouse, to
>"help" him "adjust" to a life of eternal chastity.

My reading of the text was that Ansset should have (but did not) receive
medical treatments that would have prevented him from feeling
life-threatening pain during orgasm.  I've always assumed that Songhouse
medicine was good enough to make them sexually functional, but perhaps it
was, as you suggest, intended merely to make them comfortable while chaste.

In connection with the homsexuality issue, I'm surprised that no one has
mentioned the obvious parallels between the songbirds and the Catholic
priesthood.  One of the more obvious themes in Songmaster is that great
ability has commensurate penalties.  All of the exceptional people in
Songmaster have dysfunctions.  One could argue, I suppose, that the gay
lover's dysfunction was his gay orientation, but like another poster
(Nelson?) I saw his dysfunction as his inability to share his love.

Scott Turner

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	Books - Dick & Holdstock & Longyear & Lovecraft (3 msgs) &
                Ruff & Ryman & Requests (2 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 1 Jul 90 19:58:34 GMT
From: mctst@unix.cis.pitt.edu (Mary Tabasko)
Subject: P.K. Dick Biography

Greetings!
  I don't want to bring this up if it's already been talked to death, but
has anyone out there read _Divine Invasions: A life of Philip K.  Dick_, by
Lawrence Sutin? I just bought it at our new Borders bookstore and was
curious if anyone had read it. I don't recall seeing any discussion of it
on the net.  Did I miss it? The book has been around for a little while;
it's copyrighted 1989, so it's possible that I missed any discussion.  If
so, just tell me to shut up :)

   In case this is pretty much news to anyone who cares, here is the
publishing information:

   _Divine Invasions: A life of Philip K. Dick_ (1989), by Lawrence Sutin.
 ISBN 0-517-57204-4. Published by Harmony Books, a division of Crown
 Publishers, Inc., 201 East 50th Street, New York, NY 10022.
 
   I haven't had a chance to read much of it yet.  So far, I've flipped
through it and looked at the acknowledgments (dated May 1989), read the
foreword (by Paul Williams, editor of _The Philip K. Dick Society
Newsletter_, dated June 1989), and looked at the sources, notes and index.
It also includes a "Chronlogical survey and guide," which discusses his
individual works and rates the ones that have survived on a scale of 1 to
10, to (in the authors words) "ensure pointless arguments." The biography
iself is 289 pages long, and there are a few pictures.

   Have I piqued anyone's interest? I rather wish I hadn't found it; I'm
sure reading it will be a lot more fun than working on my disseration,
especially when the weather is wonderful!

Mary Tabasko
371 S. Negley Ave., Apt. 5
Pittsburgh, PA 15232-1110  
412/362-0544 
mctst@unix.cis.pittsburgh.edu
tabasko@idis.lis.pittsburgh.edu

------------------------------

Date: 29 Jun 90 16:07:21 GMT
From: aterry@teknowledge.com (Allan Terry)
Subject: Lavondyss

   I just read Lavondyss, the "sequel" to Mythago Wood.  I am very
impressed.  Partly it is just your run-of-the mill :-) very powerful
writing and partly I am impressed at an author who can follow up a previous
excellent book on a topic, and exceed himself.
  Both books posit Ryhope Wood, a place in England where the area of the
wood is far greater than is indicated by its circumference.  People who
wander into the woods (a very difficult undertaking as the wood seems to
actively discourge entry) find that myths and primal images from their
minds can become physically embodied, and not in the modern, sanitized, and
prettified form.  Both books concern people who enter the wood on a quest
for somebody they care for, and what ultimately happens to them.  Read
them.

Possible spoilers:

In both books it seems that the wood has a conciousness and directs action
to some extent.  In Mythago wood, there was a statement like "Christian's
depredations were harming the wood, causing it to shrink" so the wood
"brought in" his brother to kill him.  Both were incorporated into a myth
they had to play out.  Win in Lavondyss said mythagos have no free will
when it comes to the actions of the myth they embody.  Looks like Christian
and his brother faired no better as what's-his-name had no intention to
kill Christian.

Tallis had several opportunities to get to the entry of the first forest,
starting with the hollowings by the greenhouse and the tree where she saw
Scathach.  Yet she took none of them.  I think the time wasn't right
somehow and the wood prevented her.  Similarly, the wood prevents casual
entry but permits those who think they have a strong enough need (we won't
mention that none really get what they wanted in anything like the form
they expected).  Does the wood have some kind of intent?  How much free
will does Tallis really have?

By the way, I really liked old Win-rajathuk.  In England he was a scientist
who was slightly off-center and nobody listened to him.  Back in Tig's
neolithic village where he settled, he continued to be scientific and a bit
off-center, but now he is the respected shaman.

Allan

------------------------------

Date: 1 Jul 90 04:11:56 GMT
From: joan@med.unc.edu (Joan Shields)
Subject: Barry B. Longyear

Barry has written a movie treatment for _Infinity Hold_ and his agent is
going to pedal it.  He has also finished the rewrites on the sequel, _First
We Kill all the Lawyers_.  I'll let you know what transpires.  If the movie
goes thru Barry will write the script, that means it will be better than
EM.

Anyway, here is a plea.  I would like to get as many people as I can to
write to two of Barry's publishers in support of Barry.  Perhaps one will
buy and reprint _Manifest Destiny_, enough copies so all of us can get one.
Here they are:

_Infinity Hold_
Warner Books
Ed. Brian M. Thomsen
666 5th Ave.
NY, NY 10103

_The God Box_
John Silbersack
Penguin USA
375 Hudson St.
NY, NY 10014

------------------------------

Date: 29 Jun 90 19:22:21 GMT
From: mcgehee@ncis.tis.llnl.gov (G. Andrew McGehee)
Subject: Lovecraft hardbacks

I heard that the work of H. P. Lovecraft was to be re-released in hard-
back fairly soon.  Does anyone have any info?

Andy

------------------------------

Date: 29 Jun 90 21:17:27 GMT
From: luther@ohstpy.mps.ohio-state.edu
Subject: Re: Lovecraft hardbacks

mcgehee@ncis.tis.llnl.gov (G. Andrew McGehee) writes:
>I heard that the work of H. P. Lovecraft was to be re-released in hard-
>back fairly soon.  Does anyone have any info?

   Arkham House has published 4 hardcover works.  The "definitive"
collection.
   Titles are: (from memory)

   The Dunwich Horror
   At The Mountains of Madness
   Dagon
   The Horror in the Museum

  They contain most (if not all) of the Lovecraft horror writings.  The
last listed contains the revisions that Lovecraft did for other writers
that include large amounts of his own prose and/or ideas.

(Nice book jackets, too.  Definitely worth the money.)

Bryan A. Luther
Physics Department
Ohio State University
luther@mps.ohio-state.edu
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Date: 2 Jul 90 14:29:06 GMT
From: cje@elbereth.rutgers.edu (Cthulhu's Jersey Epopt)
Subject: Re: Lovecraft hardbacks

mcgehee@ncis.tis.llnl.gov (G. Andrew McGehee) writes:
> I heard that the work of H. P. Lovecraft was to be re-released in hard-
> back fairly soon.  Does anyone have any info?

Arkham House has been keeping HPL in print in hardcover since the 1940s.
Lovecraft scholar S. T. Joshi has put together "definitive" versions of
HPL's work, comparing manuscript copies to pulp publications, correcting
long-perpetuated typos, etc.  (This is standard lit crit practice, as
editors frequently remove/rewrite words/sentences/paragraphs.  Joshi
attempts to restore the version HPL would have wanted.)

From BOOKS IN PRINT, 1990-1991:

The Collected Lovecraft Fiction Series     Vol  ISBN           
The Dunwich Horror & Others                 1   0-87054-037-8  
At the Mountains of Madness & Other Novels  2   0-87054-038-6  
Dagon & Other Macabre Tales                 3   0-87054-039-4  
The Horror in the Museum & Other Revisions  4   0-87054-040-8  

I also highly recommend 

Tales of the Cthulhu Mythos (by HPL, et al)     0-87054-159-5  

This is a beautiful book, with photo/illustrations by J. K. Potter, giving
a sample of "Lovecraftian" works by other authors, including Stephen King,
Ramsey Campbell, Fritz Leiber, and Joanna Russ.

Available in truly *better* bookstores :-) or directly from

Arkham House Publications
P. O. Box 546
Sauk City, WI  53583
(608) 643-4500

Chris Jarocha-Ernst
CCIS
Rutgers University
Piscataway, NJ 08855-0879
UUCP: {ames, att, harvard, moss, seismo}!rutgers!elbereth.rutgers.edu!cje
ARPA: JAROCHAERNST@CANCER.RUTGERS.EDU
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Date: 1 Jul 90 03:03:29 GMT
From: lauri@svax.cs.cornell.edu (Georges Lauri)
Subject: Re: Fool on the Hill by Matt Ruff

I would like to add my recommendation for Fool on the Hill, with *one*
small caveat. I enjoyed the book very much; MR creates some delightful
characters (both humans and sprites) and builds a very enjoyable
semi-fantasy world. In fact, the character development is very well done,
especially so considering that this is a first novel.

But, there is a flaw: some of the book corresponds to real events.  Some
other parts are "improved" (idealized) versions of somewhat real events.
Some of the folklore is taken from trite local legends.  All this made
parts of the book feel uncomfortably like adolescent wish-fulfillment
fantasies and in places spoiled the "enchanted" feeling that MR
successfully evokes elsewhere.

While this will probably not bother those who were not "there", it does
help to put the cheesy ending into proper perspective; it really fits the
rest of the novel, in this context. And I look forward to MR bringing us
more of his delightful characters in the future, hopefully in more novel
and imaginative surroundings.

Georges Lauri
lauri@svax.cs.cornell.edu 

------------------------------

Date: 27 Jun 90 21:24:13 GMT
From: ecl@cbnewsj.att.com (Evelyn C. Leeper)
Subject: THE UNCONQUERED COUNTRY by Geoff Ryman (and Cheap Truth ramblings)

		  THE UNCONQUERED COUNTRY by Geoff Ryman
	     Bantam Spectra, 1987 (1986c), ISBN 0-553-26654-3
		     A book review by Evelyn C. Leeper
		    (with some comments on CHEAP TRUTH)

   [This started out as a review of THE UNCONQUERED COUNTRY, but, like some
mutant plant, it grew off in a different direction and ended as much about
CHEAP TRUTH as about the book in question.]

   When I reviewed FULL SPECTRUM last year, I said that Andrew Weiner's
"This Is the Year Zero," whether intentionally or not, was basically the
story of the Pol Pot takeover in Kampuchea (now once again named Cambodia)
presented as science fiction and that rewriting a historical event as
science fiction rarely results in good science fiction, no matter how
tragic the event.  Someone suggested THE UNCONQUERED COUNTRY as another,
better written, example of the same phenomenon.  And then I saw that CHEAP
TRUTH #16 had listed this as one of its top ten (at least for that issue),
and described it as a "slightly expanded version of the instantly classic
INTERZONE novella, a shocking, brutally depressing SF tragedy that directly
confronts the reader with high-voltage visionary excess."  In addition, the
novella version had won the British Fantasy Award AND the World Fantasy
Award in 1985.

   There are some basic differences between Weiner's story and Ryman's.  In
Ryman's book (expanded from the novella, but still only novella length -
30,00 words) the story is presented as fantasy rather than science fiction,
and in fact is written in such a way than it is about the Pol Pot takeover
itself rather than an imitation or copy of it.  But the fantasy makes the
entire story so surreal as to detract from the human beings involved in it.
(For example, houses are apparently living beings with feelings.)  There is
a certain distancing, a certain coldness, that the reader may find
conflicts with the sympathies that s/he knows s/he should have for the
victims of this.  Lisa Goldstein's RED MAGICIAN is a fantasy set in a Nazi
concentration camp that avoids this distancing, at least for me, so it does
not seem to be a necessary element.  It could be that some critics will say
that the distancing is intentional and part of the literary style of the
novel.  But for me, I found it disturbing (in a negative sense, one would
hope a book about Pol Pot would be disturbing) and it seriously detracted
from the book.  Also, because the book is so clearly a representation of
events in Cambodia, I found myself trying to map all the names and events
onto real names and events.  This, too, provided distraction from the flow
of the story.

   The structure of the narrative is unusual.  Although short itself, the
novella is divided into several sub-stories.  The structure and the style
seemed alien enough that I found myself wondering if Ryman were copying the
style from Southeast Asian literature in the same way that Charles Whitmore
copied the style of Scandinavian sagas in WINTER'S DAUGHTER.

   In fairness I should say that LOCUS and the LONDON TIMES LITERARY
SUPPLEMENT apparently loved THE UNCONQUERED COUNTRY (to judge from the back
cover).  Maybe there is some background for appreciating Ryman's style that
I don't have.  I can't say it's a bad book, but after the build-up, I did
find it a bit of a let-down.

   And what of CHEAP TRUTH's rave review?  Well, in #10 CHEAP TRUTH says,
"You've already heard about Gibson's NEUROMANCER, and if you've got any
sense you've already read it.  This book had half again as many
recommendations as its closest competitor to get on the preliminary Nebula
ballot, and its brilliant depiction of a credible future has appealled
[sic] to the sense of wonder in even the most hardened of intellects."
Then when everyone has read it, in #12 we read, "Now that NEUROMANCER has
garnered so many accolades, maybe it's time to sit back and see just what
heights have been climbed.  ...  The book has, yeah, STYLE....  Wonderful!
...  And that slick style carries us forward on a garbage-reeking tide for
about a hundred pages.  ...  But then you become uncomfortably aware that
Gibson doesn't actually KNOW much about computers beyond brand names, and
you are enmeshed in a standard pulp plot."  And on, and on, demolishing
what two issues ago they had been lauding.

   So what has replaced NEUROMANCER in CHEAP TRUTH's eyes?  Well, in that
same issue #12, they rave about Greg Bear's BLOOD MUSIC: "In a triumph of
the human spirit that makes one glow, Bear has shattered the limits of
formula and is delivering truly superior fiction.  BLOOD MUSIC in its
award-winning short form was a fine, visionary piece; as a novel, it's
staggering."  Of course, come #14, they describe it as a novel which
"expands predictably his earlier ... short story" and in a later paragraph
goes on to other works saying, "Even the good stuff here [...] is tainted
with guilt and predictability."

   So it seems as though recommendations from CHEAP TRUTH are designed more
to stir up the waters than actually to present a coherent and consistent
critical viewpoint.  (Yeah, I know, who am I to criticize Bruce Sterling
and Lewis Shiner?  The only answer to that is: I don't know; who do I have
to be?)  But they were right about one thing: "Really great illustrations!"
(I should note that the illustrations are by Sacha Ackerman and the cover
is by Ilene Meyer.)

Evelyn C. Leeper
+1 201-957-2070
att!mtgzy!ecl
ecl@mtgzy.att.com

------------------------------

Date: Mon, 25 Jun 90 09:48:01 PDT
Fromf: marotta@hannah.enet.dec.com
Subject: Story/author request

The Christian science fiction request reminded me of a story I read long
ago.  It was part of a collection, and the main character was a man who was
following Jesus throughout the universe, only he always "just missed" Him.
Can someone recall title and author?

And, to respond to Justin Sheckler's guess on June 20, I have to correct
him.  It is possible that the story referred to was from Ray Bradbury's
"The Illustrated Man", NOT "The Tatooed Man." (;-)

Mary

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jun 90 20:34:39 GMT
From: sawmill.sawmill!rjk@rutgers.edu (Richard Kuhns)
Subject: Yet Another `name this story' (please!)

I seem to recall having read this in the early 70s when I was in the
7th-8th grade, haven't the foggiest idea when it was actually published,
loved it, and want to read it again.

Description: A rather obnoxious millionare-type wanted his body preserved
forever after he died (possible alternative, he wanted it frozen so he
could be revived later, but that doesn't feel right).  His `crypt' is a
satellite in high Earth orbit.  Hundreds of thousands of years (at least)
after his death, his crypt is discovered by visiting aliens.  It turns out
that some of his (brain?)  cells are either still alive (frozen), or the
aliens are able to reconstruct his entire personality from patterns frozen
in his brain, which they put into a robot body.  After a rather depressing
visit to a totally lifeless Earth, he joins them on their tour of the
galaxy.  Actually, I think that the aliens were all in robot bodies as
well, they managed inter-stellar trips by `turning themselves off'.

Ring any bells?

Thanks, as they say, in advance.

Rich Kuhns
newton.physics.purdue.edu!sawmill!rjk

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

		  Miscellaneous - Conventions (2 msgs) &
                                  Comments on Ellison's Article (3 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 27 Jun 90 22:20:34 GMT
From: YBMCU@CUNYVM
Subject: Hawaii in 1993 bid

		     The Committee for Hawaii in 1993

  Are you tired of coming home from a Worldcon, feeling like you need a
  vacation? Now, relax on your favorite comfy chair and imagine this:

       A convention with miles of sandy beaches.
       Fannish activities with a tropical bent.
       A RelaxaWorldcon with a view of mountains.
       All this, and all the tradition of a Worldcon!

  We are the Committee for Hawaii in 1993. We want to throw a convention
  that takes full advantage of the exotic locale and relaxing nature of
  Hawaii, while emphasizing all the features of a Worldcon that make it
  such a unique event. We want to create a more intimate Worldcon, where
  everyone can find everyone else, and where everyone has the opportunity
  to see all the events and exhibits they want. So, vote for the Worldcon
  with a difference, sponsored by the most experienced Worldcon committee
  ever assembled - vote for Hawaii in 1993.

  A Hawaiian Worldcon will be a Worldcon on a human scale. It will be
  smaller than the recent North American Worldcons. We expect about
  3000--4000 people, making it comparable in size to the recent European
  Worldcons. The pace will be less frenetic, and it will be easier to
  schmooze with your friends and meet new ones. We expect more Japanese and
  Australian fans will be able to attend, which means the Hawaiian Worldcon
  will be a gathering place for diverse fans.

  The convention site is across the street from Waikiki Beach, the
  inspiration for our slogan "Sun * Sand * Surf * SF." Waikiki is a sun
  worshipper's/swimmer's/surfer's dream. But there's lots more to Hawaii
  than the beach.

  Honolulu is a clean, safe city. It boasts a huge array of restaurants,
  including seafood, Japanese, Polynesian, Greek and Kosher restaurants.
  There's something for everyone. Honolulu has shops, museums, bookstores -
  all the standard big-city attractions. Located on the south coast of the
  island of Oahu, Honolulu has the Pacific Ocean on one side and mountains
  covered by tropical jungles on the other.

  Hawaii in 1993 was started by Lex Nakashima. Joining Lex, our bid
  chairman, in convening the bid are Elayne Pelz (our treasurer), John
  Lorentz, Patty Wells, Mark Olson, and Ben Yalow. The conveners are our
  Board of Directors. This group makes policy for the bid. They have worked
  on at least 200 conventions, in positions ranging from gofer to chairman,
  and on cons ranging in size from relaxacons to Worldcons, both in and out
  of North America.

  A larger group, the Parliament, provides advice about policy decisions.
  This bidding committee includes over 30 people from all over North
  America. We are the most widely-experienced committee to ever bid for a
  Worldcon. Many of us are heavily involved in the operation of the bid.
  Parliament includes people from around North America, and the list is
  still growing:

     Donna McMahon (Calgary); Gordon Garb, Fred Patten, David Schlosser,
     and Jon Singer (California); Judy Bemis, Tony Parker, Joe Siclari and
     Edie Stern (Florida); Jon Gustafson (Idaho); Ross Pavlac, Neil Rest,
     Jon and Joni Stopa (Illinois); Steve and Sue Francis (Kentucky); Jill
     Eastlake, Pam Fremon, Rick Katze, Morris Keesan, Laurie Mann, Lori
     Meltzer and Sharon Sbarsky (Massachusetts); L. Ruth Sachter (New
     York); Debbie Cross and Paul Wrigley (Oregon); Jane Hawkins and Suzle
     Tompkins (Seattle); Fred Duarte, Karen Meschke and Willie Siros
     (Texas); and Spike Parsons (Wisconsin).

  This talented group brings substantial additional experience to the bid.
  We really aren't kidding when we say that we are the most experienced
  committee to ever bid for a Worldcon.

  We have reserved space in two hotels across the street from Waikiki
  Beach.  The hotels are just down Kalakaua Ave. from each other, making it
  easy to get from one hotel to another. Because of the initial positive
  response to the Hawaii bid, we are negotiating with other hotels for
  additional space.  There are dozens of restaurants and shops in all price
  ranges within walking distance of the hotels.

  One of our hotels is the Hawaiian Regent. It boasts ocean-view rooms, two
  pools, and five restaurants. The hotel was built in 1972, and underwent
  major renovations in 1987.

  Our other hotel is the Pacific Beach Hotel. This hotel also has
  ocean-view rooms, a pool, three restaurants, and a three-story
  oceanarium! The hotel was built in 1969, a new wing was added in 1979,
  and was renovated in 1989.

  Part of what will make a Hawaiian Worldcon so unique is the city of
  Honolulu itself. Honolulu has the natural beauty of a tropical locale,
  yet has all the conveniences of a cosmopolitan city. Our convention site
  is just across the street from scenic Waikiki Beach, and is near
  attractions like the Honolulu Zoo, and Waikiki Aquarium. We know many
  fans would love Hawaii, but it has never been considered for a Worldcon -
  until now.

  Such an exotic locale lends itself to creative programming and
  activities.  We want to combine the best ingredients of relaxacons and
  Worldcons, and spice the con with local flavor. We could have a luau on
  the beach rather than a formal banquet in a ballroom. We could have a
  fannish roast which includes the traditional Hawaiian roast pig. We could
  schedule some discussion groups or small functions for poolside. We could
  charter a boat for a tour of the Honolulu coastline.

  The more relaxed atmosphere should make for a more enjoyable convention,
  for the attendees as well as for the convention-runners. Still, a
  Hawaiian Worldcon will have a strong multi-track program designed to
  represent a variety of interests within the field, a huckster room and an
  art show. We will run the Hugo awards ceremony, the masquerade, and the
  WSFS Business Meeting. In short, we will blend all the essential parts of
  a Worldcon with the relaxing parts of a tropical retreat.

			  Really Important Stuff

     While all the bid papers have been filed with ConFiction, Hawaii is a
     write-in bid. You will not see it on the 1993 Site Selection Ballot.
     You must write it in if you want to vote for it. We've even enclosed a
     ballot. Mailed ballots must be postmarked by July 15, 1990. If you are
     planning to be at ConFiction, and you haven't voted yet, ballots can
     be handed in until 6 pm on the Saturday of the convention. (If you
     will not be attending ConFiction, you can have someone deliver your
     ballot for you.)

     To vote, you must have at least a supporting membership in ConFiction.
     You must post date your check August 1, 1990. This prevents possible
     money transfer problems between the 1990 Worldcon in Europe, and a
     1993 Worldcon in the United States. If you do not post date your check
     in this manner, your ballot will be returned and you will have to vote
     all over again. Remember that if your ballot is returned, and you did
     not vote for Hawaii the first time, you can always change your vote.

  If you are interested in being a presupporter of the Hawaii in 1993,
  contact 1111 West El Camino Real, Suite 109-236, Sunnyvale, CA 94087.
  Look for our parties at Westercon, ConFiction and other cons this summer.
  We'll be the party with the leis and pineapples!

  Aloha!

              Sun            Sand             Surf            SF

Ben Yalow
BITNET: YBMCU@CUNYVM
INTERNET: YBMCU@CUNYVM.CUNY.EDU

------------------------------

Date: 2 Jul 90 00:47:27 GMT
From: richardt@eris.berkeley.edu (Richard Threadgill)
Subject: @!%::/mud/irc/callahans party at WesterCon

You Are Invited!

Eric P. Scott (eps@cs.sfsu.edu) and I will be hosting this year's @! party
at WesterCon.  We would like to invite all of you who are going WesterCon
to join us.  Some information:

Times:  Friday, 8:00pm
	Saturday, 8:00pm
Place:	Will be posted - the Red Lion won't give us our room assignment
        yet. 

We will be bringing computing equipment - yes, you will be able to log on.
However, there are a number of other things we could use:

Volunteers!  Preparing and hosting this party will involve some amount of
work; We would like to send out the call for help now so that we will have
more people than we need at the party.

Cooking equipment: For example, a toaster oven would be incredibly helpful.
We will only be able to use a small amount of equipment (owing to the
limits of the hotel electrical system).  If you are local and can assist us
in this, it would be greatly appreciated.

Some other information:

Friday evening this will be a semi-private party; we will be printing up @!
badges for all who send us names and @resses before Tuesday this week (so
you have very little time, send a message to eps NOW!).  We might be able
to produce some more after that, but the odds are not good.

To find out *where* the party will be, look for the @! and bouncing mutant
signs which will be going up Thursday evening.

The @! parties are not sponsored in any way, this is coming entirely out of
pocket; thus any donations would be greatly appreciated, as we intend to
provide comestibles better than Safeway potato chips and Budweiser.
However, if you wish to bring food, please contact us beforehand, as we
will have limited refrigeration facilities.

See you in Portland!

Richard

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jun 90 15:59:56 GMT
From: sharon@asylum.sf.ca.us (Sharon Fisher)
Subject: Re: Comments on Harlan Ellison's Article in IASFM

lmann@jjmhome.UUCP (Laurie Mann) asks for comments on Harlan Ellison's
article in the current Asimov's:
>Four things bothered me about Harlan's
>article:
>   1.  The notion that only SF fans behave in this bizarre manner.

He didn't say this.  But the topic of the article was SF fans.  If a
musician wants to go out and write an article about the bizarre behavior of
his/her fans, s/he is free to do so.

>   2.  The notion that only SF writers are victims.
 
He is an SF writer.  He asked other SF writers for their stories.  He
printed it in an SF magazine.  In writing, this is called "focusing" your
article.

>   3.  The notion that all SF pros are nice people.

Even if they're not, I don't think this justifies some of the abuse stories
people related.

>   4.  The notion that fandom has no redeeming aspects at all.

He didn't say this.

mnemonic@walt.cc.utexas.edu (Mike Godwin) writes:
>>If fans only are "out to get" pros, why have the real victims over
>>the years been hotels and con committees?
>
>Ellison did not say that 'fans only are "out to get" pros. He didn't even
>say that most of them are. And, to me at least, it doesn't matter who "the
>real victims" are, so long as there are victims.

I think the sad part is that the fans *aren't* "out to get" the pros.
They're treating them badly out of simple ignorance.  "Say, it's no problem
to ask so-and-so to sign 60 books."  "Say, he says he's famous, but I never
heard of him."  "I think I'll call him up and discuss my views of his
latest book for an hour."  There's probably dozens of those stories for
every cup-of-warm-vomit story.

>In any case, Ellison documented his examples of pro victimization, to
>which he may be understandably more sensitive. Ellison, it should be
>remembered, began as a fan himself but, it's hard to imagine the kind of
>nastiness he documents occurring in the '50s.

And truly appalling stories they were, too.

The worst part about reading the stories was thinking of the times *I* had
done things like that, not the nasty stuff, but just a couple of things out
of ignorance.  It made me feel ashamed.  And yet I haven't been very active
in fandom.

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jun 90 23:34:42 GMT
From: whh@pacbell.com (Wilson Heydt)
Subject: Re: Comments on Harlan Ellison's Article in IASFM

mnemonic@walt.cc.utexas.edu (Mike Godwin) writes:
>In any case, Ellison documented his examples of pro victimization, to
>which he may be understandably more sensitive. Ellison, it should be
>remembered, began as a fan himself but, it's hard to imagine the kind of
>nastiness he documents occurring in the '50s.

Without any work at all, I can document one such instance.  Go read
Asimov's "In Memory Yet Green", in which he cites Harlan Ellison doing to
him the exact same sort of thing that Ellison is complaining that fans do
to authors.  Perhaps Ellison should reflect on his own past in his search
for answers.

>Ellison didn't say all pros are nice people. (And it's a good thing he
>didn't!) But his essay wasn't about the nastiness of pros in any case.

However, many pros can do and say the very same things that Ellison does
without getting the same sort of grief in return.  (Remember that the most
time and energy wasting "pranks", crimes, really, Ellison said were his own
experiences.)  It is also worth noting that Ellison feels justified in
resorting to blatant illegalities in response to behavior that is, at most,
insensitive and callous.  Kind of makes you wonder, doesn't it?

>Ellison, of course, did not write that fandom has no redeeming aspects.
>Indeed, the fury of his essay can be attributed, in part, to his belief in
>the contrary proposition. It's because fans can (and often do) represent
>some very fine things in the human spirit that it's so distressing that a
>sizable percentage act so awfully.

He notes that he believes it to be a very small fraction of the population.
Most of the anger seems to come from an angry man.

>Well, the awful stories were the subject of his essay, after all. If his
>qualifications "got lost in a flood of some truly awful stories," isn't
>that simply because the stories were SO awful? And that's not Ellison's
>fault, he didn't make them up.

But so many of the stories were so petty.  Those that weren't were the ones
for which there is legal recourse. (And I mean criminal here, slugging
someone is assault, and it doesn't matter that it was a fan and an author,
the cops should have been called in.)

>There is no doubt in my mind that Ellison is correct in believing there's
>a nasty subset of people that's disproportionately represented in fandom,
>and I think I know why. Visionary literature and escapist tripe have this
>much in common: each has a special appeal to outsiders, to people who feel
>alienated because of their interests, personalities, talents, or
>intelligence. The same things that make such people interested in SF and
>fantasy often have also resulted in social maladjustment of various kinds.
>Sometimes it's just poor grace, sometimes it's obnoxiousness, and
>sometimes it's genuine sociopathy. These factors, singly or in
>combination, lead to the kind of behavior Ellison "excoriates" in his
>essay.

This is very likely the root of the problem but, all the sound and fury
isn't going to fix it.  What *might* fix it, is for intelligent discourse
to become socially acceptable in our schools.  When the jocks are the
social outcasts and the science and math whizes are lionized, things may
change for the better. (And then woe betide the sports heros!)

Hal Heydt
Analyst, Pacific*Bell
415-823-5447         
whh@pbhya.PacBell.COM

------------------------------

Date: 26 Jun 90 03:19:22 GMT
From: brad@looking.on.ca (Brad Templeton)
Subject: Re: Comments on Harlan Ellison's Article in IASFM

What's the problem people?  Ellison was writing an article about how some
fans sometimes harass writers.  I doubt he said that they all do it, or
that they do it all the time.  He didn't entitle his article "a balanced
essay on all aspects of fandom," nor should he be expected to.  He had
something he wanted to write about, and he wrote about it.

I guess it wouldn't surprise him to be subject to all this attack because
of it, would it?  :-)

I think we all know there are some wacko fans out there.  Ellison wants to
drive the point home and make people more aware of it.  Many non-celebs
think celebrity is some kind of pure blessing.  It isn't, but you can't
really understand the co-resident curse until you experience it.  It's not
that it's annoying for one person to come up to you and act weird or bug
you or even ask you a polite question or pay you a compliment.  In fact,
that's just fine.  It's the statistical aggregate of that over a large
population, where something that sounds nice, like a compliment from a
stranger, can become an annoyance, or in the case of big stars, a major
impediment to your life.

If Ellison brought that home to people, that's good.

Brad Templeton
ClariNet Communications Corp.
Waterloo, Ontario
519/884-7473

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	   Television - Star Trek: The Next Generation (12 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: Mon,  2 Jul 90 08:00:52 EDT
From: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu (SF-LOVERS)
Subject: SPOILER WARNING

****WARNING****

The following message features a discussion of the season finale of "Star
Trek: The Next Generation."  Some of the material and comments presented in
this discussion may give away key elements of the plot of the show.  Those
of you that have not yet seen the episode, may want to skip these messages.

Saul Jaffe
Moderator SF-LOVERS Digest
sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu

------------------------------

Date: 19 Jun 90 16:14:50 GMT
From: gertz@faraday.ece.cmu.edu (Matthew Wayne Gertz)
Subject: SPOILERS: ST:TNG SEASON FINALE discussion

Well, looks like Star Trek: The Next Generation will outlive the original
in run-time.  The third season has ended, and ST:TNG will definitely be
back for a fourth season.  And, as is the fad these days, we seem to have
ended up with a cliff-hanger.
  First of all, I was impressed by the introduction of Lt. Cdr. Shelby.
It's great to see a likeable character that's not a descendant of Ward and
June Cleaver.  I hope she stays on as the new first officer; she'd
introduce some well-needed conflict on board the Enterprise.  She seems to
be even more outspoken than Dr. Pulaski was.  I'm not sure I want Riker as
Captain of the ship, though.  Riker has his good points and bad points, but
I much prefer Picard.  I hope they rescue him from the Borgs!
  I looked up the word "Locutus."  The dictionary says that it's the past
participle of the Latin word "locui," which means "to speak."  I take it
then, that when Picard-borg introduces himself as "Locutus of Borg," this
is a title that would be useful to the Borgs when communicating with
humans, rather than a personal name.  (It wouldn't make sense for the Borg
to have individual names).
  I was sort of unhappy that the conflist of Riker's decision about the
Melbourne captaincy was resolved in such a way.  First, young Wes Crusher's
dilemma about leaving for the academy was resolved in rather a hokey way
(he missed the bus, but hey we'll make him an Ensign anyway), but now Riker
*has* to stay on the Enterprise because of the fighting.  What timing (deus
ex Borg).  I'm glad that Wes is a full-Ensign and belongs on the bridge,
and I'm glad Riker's staying, too, but still, characters have to grow and
move on.  Real vessels have a lot of crew-turnover.
  One thing I am scared of is that ST:TNG will turn into a war series, with
Picard-locutus the weekly villain (that'd be a waste of a Shakespearian
actor! reduced to a cyborg).  I'll admit, though, it was chilling seeing
Picard's uniform just lying there.  I said, "Naw, they wouldn't..."  Then
seeing Picard the Borg really blew my mind.  I certainly didn't expect such
a cliff-hanger, either!
  On the other hard, I hope there's a bit of time before this is resolved.
The resolution to the "aliens-in-the-chest-episode" was too quick and neat
for my tastes.  And I like the Borg; they're fairly original, as far as ST
aliens go.
   All-in-all, I was impressed by the episode except as noted.  It had
controversy, chills, suspense, suprise, and nifty special effects.  I'd put
it on the same level as "Yesterday's Enterprise," if not higher
(interesting: both were war episodes.  Hmm, by the way, "Y.E." will be
rerun next week).  I can't wait to see the resolution to this episode. I
hope it will affect our favorite ship for episodes to come!

A few other points:
  Loved the continuity with previous episodes.
  A phaser-firing Bev Crusher on the AWAY TEAM?  Her character needs to be
used more, I'll agree, but in that particular case?  Maybe they thought
Picard was hurt (which was right, of course).  Wonder how she (and the
others) will deal with the loss of Picard.
  I absolutely *hate* the uniforms the admirals wear these days (version
3).  What was wrong with version 2?  I liked them!
  Is there any reason to believe that the Borg are responsible for
destroying the outposts along the Neutral Zone? (Recall season finale from
first season, when the Romulans returned.)

So, tell me, tell us, what did YOU think of the episode?  Should Picard be
rescued?  Should Riker be in command?  Should Shelby stay onboard?  Should
the Borg be continuing enemies?

Matt Gertz
Dept. of Electrical and Computer Engineering
gertz@faraday.ece.cmu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 26 Jun 90 19:51:00 GMT
From: CBIXLER@ksuvm.ksu.edu (Christy Kincaid)
Subject: Star Trek : TNG

So, what did other people think of the final cliffhanger?  Was it really
necessary? I don't think so. It actually made me rather angry. Aren't these
the tactics they use for shows like Dallas and Knot's Landing? Who shot
J.R.? Why is Bobby in the shower? Will Jean-Luc live?  Honestly! I wish I
had taped the show and watched it after the new season begins. What a
disappointment after what I felt was a fairly strong season.

Christy Kincaid

------------------------------

Date: 27 Jun 90 15:45:25 GMT
From: utoday!wagner@uunet.uu.net (Mitch Wagner)
Subject: Re: Star Trek : TNG

CBIXLER@KSUVM.KSU.EDU (Christy Kincaid) writes:
>So, what did other people think of the final cliffhanger?  Was it really
>necessary? I don't think so. It actually made me rather angry. Aren't
>these the tactics they use for shows like Dallas and Knot's Landing? Who
>shot J.R.? Why is Bobby in the shower? Will Jean-Luc live?  Honestly! I
>wish I had taped the show and watched it after the new season begins. What
>a disappointment after what I felt was a fairly strong season.

As one of those who felt that what is wrong with TNG is that it is not
violent enough, I enjoyed the season finale greatly.

The cliffhanger was OK, mainly because I knew it was going to be a
cliffhanger.  I could see, though, how it might be a rude surprise to
them's as it was a surprise for.  Loved the way it ended at the most
"cliffhangery" moment possible: Riker saying, "Fire!"

Mitch Wagner
516/562-5758
wagner@utoday.UUCP
uunet!utoday!wagner

------------------------------

Date: 27 Jun 90 21:46:53 GMT
From: fi@whittaker.rice.edu (Fiona Oceanstar)
Subject: Re: Star Trek : TNG

Christy Kincaid asks:
>>So, what did other people think of the final cliffhanger?

Mitch Wagner replies:
>As one of those who felt that what is wrong with TNG is that it is not
>violent enough, I enjoyed the season finale greatly.
>
>The cliffhanger was OK, mainly because I knew it was going to be a
>cliffhanger.  I could see, though, how it might be a rude surprise to
>them's as it was a surprise for.  Loved the way it ended at the most
>"cliffhangery" moment possible: Riker saying, "Fire!"

THIS one took my husband and me totally by surprise, and we LOVED it.  So
often it seems we know too much about everything on TV or in movies before
we finally get to see them, but we missed the pre-publicity for the ST:TNG
cliffhanger because, like Mitch, we'd become disgusted with the slow,
actionless pace of so many of the episodes, and had actually STOPPED
WATCHING it.  (And we're former early-70's Trekkies, too!)  We happened to
see the final show in the way that you do by flipping channels, and thought
it was great!!

I especially liked how bleak it was, how negative is the developing persona
of that blonde Lt. Yar replacement, and how truly terrified Riker seemed to
be.  A lot of punch for good ol' Star Trek!  Took us back to the glory
days of yore.

------------------------------

Date: 27 Jun 90 19:57:57 GMT
From: hsv3!mvp@vicom.com (Mike Van Pelt)
Subject: Re: Star Trek : TNG

wagner@utoday.UUCP (Mitch Wagner) writes:
>The cliffhanger was OK, mainly because I knew it was going to be a
>cliffhanger.  I could see, though, how it might be a rude surprise to
>them's as it was a surprise for.  Loved the way it ended at the most
>"cliffhangery" moment possible: Riker saying, "Fire!"

I'm glad I knew it was a cliffhanger, though I sure wanted to see their E.
E. "Doc" Smith weapon in action before October.  ("Nothing we've got will
affect them!  We'll have to invent a new weapon on the fly!")  It sounded a
bit like those good 'ol Galactic Patrol primaries.

And that has to be the shortest gap ever between a cliffhanger and the
second installment - the delay between the order to fire, and Worf pressing
the button.  A couple of milliseconds, tops.

Mike Van Pelt
...ames!vsi1!v7fs1!mvp

------------------------------

Date: 28 Jun 90 06:33:59 GMT
From: crew@cs.stanford.edu (Roger Crew)
Subject: Re: Star Trek : TNG

I figure they've got a real opportunity here to take the series in a whole
new direction, what with the Federation destroyed and the small remnant of
free humanity and whatever fleeing on the Enterprise and whatever other
ships were salvaged from the conquest.  We'll know for sure when the series
appears on next fall's schedule as Borg Trek: TNG

Too bad they probably won't do this.

Roger Crew
Usenet:    {arpa gateways, decwrl, uunet, rutgers}!cs.stanford.edu!crew
Internet:  crew@CS.Stanford.EDU      

------------------------------

Date: 27 Jun 90 16:41:59 GMT
From: damian@wshb.csms.com ( WSHB employee)
Subject: ST TNG  Season final episode

I really loved the final episode.  I can understand why some would be upset
that they didn't conclude the episode more cleanly, however that gives
Paramount some leeway to start out the fourth season.  Depending on the
mail responses that they get they can tailor the start of the next season
with minimal risk of upseting the viewers with major character changes.

I really enjoyed the character of Commander Shelby however, I dislike the
actress they have choosen to portray her.  (I didn't like her in Guiding
Light either).  The character is strong and has a lot of places to go with
it.  I like the fact that she wrinkles Riker's feathers.  They need the
confrontations that would happen in real life.

As for the Borg being a continual adversary, this could get old in a hurry.
it's like Q.  It's ok for a couple of shows. but the character has a
tendency to grate on one's nerves.

The final episode of the third season leaves plenty of possibilities and I
am looking foward to the start of the fourth season.

Damian L. Centgraf II
WSHB-Broadcast Engineer
...damian@wshb.csms.com

------------------------------

Date: 28 Jun 90 14:37:31 GMT
From: fox-r@giza.cis.ohio-state.edu (The Guitarist From Hell)
Subject: Re: Star Trek : TNG

crew@CS.Stanford.EDU (Roger Crew) writes:
>I figure they've got a real opportunity here to take the series in a whole
>new direction, what with the Federation destroyed and the small remnant
>of free humanity and whatever fleeing on the Enterprise and whatever other
>ships were salvaged from the conquest.  We'll know for sure when the
>series appears on next fall's schedule as Borg Trek: TNG

No way man!!  This sounds too much like Battlestar Galactica.  Let's
destroy the Federation and make the Enterprise one of the few surviving
ships.  I think changing the show so that there is a single but constant
threat/villain would be like changing the show to be V or Battlesta
Galactica or War of the Worlds.  None of these shows was overly impressive
due to the single-mindedness of the plots.  Each week would be some sort of
"Let's find a new way to defeat X" or "what can we do to counter X's latest
move".  The appeal to Star Trek is that each week we meet potentially new
threats and so we spend part of each episode learning what the new threat
is.  I think that the Borg are good bad guys for the show, but I definitely
would not like to see what you suggest.

Warning, a spoiler (sort of) follows:

HOWEVER, I would like to say that the cliffhanger is a great way to end the
season and the first new episode of next season could really change around
the series by at least killing off a number of the cast.  Unfortunately, a
friend of mine just informed me that Paramount released news that all of
the cast has signed on for next season.  So, no one is going to be killed
off.  Someone posted that the Picard we saw at the end of the episode was
actually a clone of the real Picard.  If that's true, it can potentially
explain how the Enterprise could destroy the Borg ship yet still keep all
the crew intact.  I wonder what will happen with the female #1 they
introduced.  I would like to see her replace Ricker (who is my least
favourite character of the show, well except for Wesley of course :-)

>Too bad they probably won't do this.

No, I think your idea is a bad one.  I want to see a few changes in the
lineup of case, but I don't want to see what you have proposed.

Richard Fox
Laboratory for Artificial Intelligence Research
The Ohio State University
fox-r@tut.cis.ohio-state.edu

------------------------------

Date: 28 Jun 90 01:05:38 GMT
From: israel@mitisft.convergent.com (Paul Israel)
Subject: Re: Star Trek : TNG

   And now the fun part - trying to figure out what will happen to
Picard for next season. Here are a few of my own ideas:

   Riker fires off the new weapon, the Borg, along with Picard, are toast.

   Ok, too easy. How about the Borg are severely damaged, have to withdraw,
   and Picard shows up as a recurring bad guy in future episodes.

   Oh, you want Picard back as a human? Well, here's my favorite scenario.
   Q (remember, the one who tossed them to the Borg in the first place?),
   shows up, says "Hey! What have you silly Borg done to my favorite
   human?", snaps Picard back to normal, and chucks the Borg ship all the
   way to Romulus.

   A friend suggested this one.  Riker wakes up and says "It was a dream.
   It was all just a terrible dream."

   And now for something completely different. The Romulans show up with a
   new secret weapon, waste the Borg, the Ferrengi show up, demand the
   salvage rights, the Klingons show up, grunt a lot, and Spock and McCoy
   show up, perform some miracle, and restore Picard to normal.

   Picard somehow comes to his senses, and destroys the Borg ship, and
   himself, from inside.  Riker becomes the new captain, and guess who the
   new number one is? This looks like the most likely outcome, as they
   haven't had a cute blond on the show since Tasha bought it.

   Wesley dies. Everyone else lives happily ever after.

Paul Israel
Renegade Systems
434 South Bernardo Ave, #2
Sunnyvale, CA 94086
mitisft!israel

------------------------------

Date: 28 Jun 90 20:30:50 GMT
From: rtravsky@outlaw.uwyo.edu (Richard W Travsky)
Subject: Stopping The Borg

I really enjoyed last week's Next Generation episode with the Borg.
There's something about the Borg I find utterly fascinating.  The type of
society this represents is original (or nearly so; I'm sure there are
similar antecedents) and is frightening in its coldness.

There's something really bugging me about how the crew fretted about
stopping the Borg.  If they were able to beam over without incident, why
not beam over a few explosives?  Like nuclear devices or photon torpedoes
(assuming they can be fired without being launched).  Is this too simple?
If the Borg ships are open in this fashion it's a shame not to take
advantage of it.  Perhaps even biological weapons could be used.  It's sad
to think that in the future we'll forget how to fight dirty or sneaky.

Granted, this would make an easy out and a quick ending to what was
apparently their "season finale".  This aside, why might they NOT think of
it?  This brings to mind the Air Force's experiences in Vietnam.  Tactical
thinking at the start of that war postulated that air battles would involve
high speed aircraft firing missiles at each other and never seeing their
opponents (implying that guns were obsolete).  What our pilots found out
was that the day of the WWI style dog-fight was not over. We lost planes to
guns mounted in MIGs and our pilots reported they could have made more
kills had their planes been fitted with guns.  This forced re-thinking of
the missiles-only scenario (and, as I recall, it prompted birth of the top
gun schools).  It is plausible, then, that the Enterprise (and by
extension, the Federation) might be unprepared for such a simple tactic
(i.e., they hadn't any bombs).

On the other hand, it is certainly a conceit on the Borg's part to let
anyone just beam over on the grounds that there's nothing that they can do
to them (to the Borg).  It would seem they have the same technological
blinders the Federation has.

------------------------------

Date: 28 Jun 90 23:11:55 GMT
From: manley@en.ecn.purdue.edu
Subject: ST: TNG season finale

rtravsky@OUTLAW.UWYO.EDU (Richard W Travsky) writes:
>There's something really bugging me about how the crew fretted about
>stopping the Borg.  If they were able to beam over without incident, why
>not beam over a few explosives?  Like nuclear devices or photon torpedoes
>(assuming they can be fired without being launched).  Is this too simple?
>If the Borg ships are open in this fashion it's a shame not to take
>advantage of it.  Perhaps even biological weapons could be used.  It's sad
>to think that in the future we'll forget how to fight dirty or sneaky.

I wondered this myself.  If the Borg allow things to be beamed over, like
working weapons (the away team's) why not just beam over a load of
explosives or one nuke after another and gut the Borg ship?  Didn't the
Romulans do this in the books?

manley@en.ecn.purdue.edu

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

                   Administrivia - Monthly Reminders,
   		   Books - Saberhagen (4 msgs) & Taine &
                           Tolkien (4 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: Tue, 3 Jul 90 08:00:52 EDT
From: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu (SF-LOVERS)
Subject: Administrivia

It is time once again for the monthly reminders:

Problems, administrative questions, and requests for addition or removal to
the mailing list should always be sent to SF-LOVERS-REQUEST@RUTGERS.EDU.
Submissions for the digest are to be sent to SF-LOVERS@RUTGERS.EDU only.
Error messages, particularly those generated automatically by mailers,
should always go to SF-LOVERS-ERRORS@RUTGERS.EDU which is the address
specified in the "Errors-To:" field.

Unfortunately, due to the large volume of mail that I receive every day,
messages sent to the wrong address are likely to be unprocessed.

------------------------------

Date: 28 Jun 90 00:05:32 GMT
From: bosart@teda.teradyne.com (Donald R. Bosart)
Subject: Request; Saberhagen Berserker Universe Listing?

Would someone list in proper reading order (if applicable) pieces involving
Berserkers?  Also any comments regarding the Berserker "Universe" and
relative merit of these pieces is solicited.

Saberhagen is completely new to me (I've been away under a rock for awhile)
so comment and enlighten me freely.

Thanks.

Donald R. Bosart
Teradyne EDA West
Santa Clara, CA
!{decwrl, sun}!teda!bosart

------------------------------

Date: 29 Jun 90 15:37:49 GMT
From: d546640s@edinboro.edu (Palin Wyrmsbane: Deity Supreme)
Subject: Saberhagen's Swords Triads...

Hi,
   I have just gotten done reading F. Saberhagen's "Complete Book of
Swords" and am starting the first triad of "The Book of Lost Swords."  I
have purchased both sets in a hardcover editions. What I was wondering is
whether or not anyone else has read any of these books, and if any of the
other books of lost swords have been put into hardcover edition (what I am
saying, is that all of the books in each triad are in one volume each).

Also, if there is anybody who has read these books, can he/she/they tell me
why the Emperor is so important but is always disguised??  My
interpretation is that he was himself, the "dead" god, Ardneh. Any
insight???

Also, what is the paradox of "Emperor's Children?"  Early in the book, it
stated that they were cursed, but later it is proven that, in a sense, they
are "blessed."  Also, why is there a general disbelief of the Emperor's
existence???  Is it like he's the epitome of a true god, and those who
don't believe are "atheists?" This is what led me to the "conclusion" that
he was, in fact, Ardneh (as they were both looked upon as "non-existent" or
"dead."  If anybody can clear this up, I'd appreciate it muchly :-).

   Oh, I would also like to know if these books are in any way connected to
Mr. Saberhagen's earlier book, "Empire of the East" (which, by the way, I
haven't read).  If this is the case, is this why I am so confused???  Also,
if this is the case, what other books has Mr. Saberhagen written that tie
in with the issue on hand?

D.J.STAYDUHAR 
D546640S@Edinboro.Edu

------------------------------

Date: 29 Jun 90 21:38:05 GMT
From: lev0@midway.uchicago.edu (Ron Levy (Armchair))
Subject: Re: Saberhagen's Swords Triads...

d546640s@edinboro.EDU writes:
>Oh, I would also like to know if these books are in any way connected to
>Mr. Saberhagen's earlier book, "Empire of the East" (which, by the way, I
haven't read).  If this is the case, is this why I am so confused???  

Yes, The Swords books are connected to Empire of the East, but that's not
why you are so confused.  It is because the books are, intentionally in my
opinion, not clear on the subject.  I will give a short explanation of
various things without entirely giving away Empire of the East:

Ardneh is a SDI-like computer-entity, and Orcus is a Coldbringer-class
supposedly Russian nuclear warhead.  When the nuclear was comes, Ardneh
does what it is programmed to do, which is cause a 'Change' in the natural
laws long enough so that all the nuclear weapons don't fire.  This change
is what makes the world a magical place.  However, Orcus was in the process
of actually exploding when the change swept over it, and so became the most
powerful demon imaginable.
     The Emperor, named John Ominor (notice how the important people have
names like Ben, Mark, John, Barbara, and Andrew, while the ones who seem
less human, somehow, get names like Yoldi, and so on?) is NOT a magician
(though he has many magicians working for him) and is trying to become
Emperor of the world.  He's already Emperor of the East. He appears to have
some sort of vast power over demons, though how he came of it is never
explained.  It is he who bound Orcus and keeps him from destroying the
world, and uses him as an ultimate threat.
     The reason no one believes in the Emperor, and why Ardneh is dead is

***  SPOILER ***

is because there is a fight between the God Ardneh and the Demon Orcus,
which they both lose because Ardneh rescinds the "Change" momentarily,
blowing up Orcus, killing Ardneh, and incidentally destroying a huge chunk
of John Ominor's army.  John Ominor was less than a mile from Ground Zero,
and looking straight towards the explosion, so it is PRESUMED he died.
However, John Ominor had stated beforehand that even if Orcus became
uncontrolled, John had a few things he could do.
   Now, the evidence is strong that John Ominor is the Emperor, because all
his children have the power to send away demons just by reciting a rhyme
(any rhyme, they don't have to get it right or anything) and thinking about
it.  Who knows what they could do if they were to turn their hands towards
binding demons to gain power?  But why didn't he die in Orcus' nuclear
explosion?  No one knows.  Maybe the explosion burned out all his desire to
rule the world?  He's still on some maps as having territory which no one
will invade, and he wanders about masked, bearing children.  We just have
no idea what motivates the Emperor nowadays, unless it's nothing, or to be
the Fool of the deck, or to have so many children-heroes that demons become
no longer a problem.  Long life is clearly no difficulty for the Emperor,
he's still around and doesn't seem to age at all.

We may eventually learn more, or not.  I could be totally wrong about
Ominor being the Book of Swords Emperor.  Perhaps the present Emperor is a
child of Ominor's and Mark stands to inherit the 'throne'?  Who knows.

------------------------------

Date: 30 Jun 90 13:34:00 GMT
From: mccalpin@vax1.udel.edu (John D Mccalpin)
Subject: Re: Saberhagen's Swords Triads...

lev0@midway.uchicago.edu (Ron Levy) writes:
>   Now, the evidence is strong that John Ominor is the Emperor, because al
>his children have the power to send away demons [...]

The evidence that you cite is really quite circumstantial.  There is not
any clear relationship between Ominor's vaguely described talent which he
used to control Orcus, and the power of the Emperor's children over demons.

>Who knows what they could do if they were to turn their hands towards
>binding demons to gain power?

This is a much more important point.  The contrast between Ominor's
personality and the personalities of the Emperor's children could not be
more complete!  It is not possible to imagine any of the Emperor's children
that we meet being anything other than good.

>We just have no idea what motivates the Emperor nowadays, unless it's
>nothing, or to be the Fool of the deck,

To understand the Emperor's motivations, you have to realize who he is.  I
hope that this does not spoil the enjoyment of the books for many of you,
(POSSIBLE SPOILERS AHEAD)

but the Emperor is clearly drawn from the God of Christianity.  There are
several very strong suggestions of this in the books:

The first is the control of his children over demons.  This is exactly
parallel to the New Testament stories of the power that Jesus gave his
disciples who had become God's "spiritual" children.

The second is in the nature of the Emperor.  He appears foolish to most
people, just as St. Paul said the the wisdom of God appears foolish to
people.  He disdains an Earthly kingdom, just as Christ refused to build an
Earthly empire.  He has power though, apparently greater than any of the
powers on Earth, he just refuses to use it in any "practical" way.

The third suggestion is in the character of the Emperor's friends.  All of
the really good people in the books are somehow associated with the
Emperor.  I have already mentioned his children.  Further, there is a
fascinating remark made at death of one of Mark's friends (an older man,
sorry that I can't recall his name).  The man lay mortally wounded after
killing a lot of folks while wielding the Sword of Force.  As he is dying,
the Emperor wanders by and leans over to speak with him.  The Emperor
removes his mask for a moment, and the man says "Oh, it's you."  This
unmasking of the Emperor only at the moment of a man's death, coupled with
a familiar and friendly recognition is a very strong pointer to the
God-nature of the Emperor.

>We may eventually learn more, or not.  I could be totally wrong about
>Ominor being the Book of Swords Emperor.

It has been very nice to see the Emperor treated so subtly; I really hope
that we don't learn too much more.

John D. McCalpin                  
Assistant Professor                
College of Marine Studies, U. Del.  
mccalpin@vax1.udel.edu
mccalpin@delocn.udel.edu
mccalpin@scri1.scri.fsu.edu
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Date: 1 Jul 90 22:27:22 GMT
From: ST401844@brownvm.brown.edu (Stewart Crall)
Subject: steampunk

The talk about steampunk reminds me of the book I read last week, "Green
Fire" by John Taine.  The book is set in summer 1990 (that is right now),
but the world is very different from today's world.  The world seems to be
the same as ours untill just after the Great War (WWI), where a divergence
takes place.  The divergence is that a Tesla-like genius made some radical
scientific discoveries which lead to his effective economic ownership of
the world.  The plot is about how this genius (a mad scientist) and the
good guys at some smaller laboratory compete to be the first to use a
complete mass to energy conversion process.

The science is wonderfully archaic.  This steampunk author really did his
homework.  There is power broadcasting like in Heinlein's "Waldo" (or
Tesla's theories).  Illumination is by some sort of cold light.  90 mph
cars are used and mentioned with awe.  Doctors have portable
beeper-telephones.  But best of all the universe is Steady State, and
extremely fragile.  The scientists set up a process which destroys most of
the universe, and the Earth only escapes destruction by luck.  I was a bit
confused by how this destruction was observed on the Earth with the far
nebulas (a quaint name for galaxies) going first a couple days before the
local family galaxies which went a day before the wave of destructive green
fire hit the Earth.  The author uses the speed of light in this novel, but
somehow the observed destruction of the universe seems to have evaded the
speed of light.

This novel is also not too bad in characterization.  The feeling is the
same living room sofa style which David Eddings uses almost as effectively
in his Malloreon books as Taine does here.

In short, this novel seems to be just what people were talking when they
mentioned steampunk.  It has just that light funny flavor.

------------------------------

Date: 29 Jun 90 16:55:07 GMT
From: maj@b17a.ingr.com (Mark A. Jamison)
Subject: The Lord of the Rings

I just finished reading the Lord of The Rings Trilogy for the umpteenth
time and I came up with an interesting question, who killed the Witch King
of Angmar?

------------------------------

Date: 30 Jun 90 17:10:39 GMT
From: cozzlab@garnet.berkeley.edu
Subject: Re: The Lord of the Rings

maj@b17a.INGR.COM (Mark A. Jamison) writes:
> I just finished reading the Lord of The Rings Trilogy for the umpteenth
> time and I came up with an interesting question, who killed the Witch
> King of Angmar?

We had a thread going on this group a while back, I think.  The short
answer is Eowyn Eomund's daughter AND/OR Meriadoc Saradoc's son.  The words
of the prophecy were "No living man can harm him ... " but the word "man"
in English is ambiguous, mapping as it does both to Latin _vir_ "a man, as
contrasted with a woman or a child" and _homo_ "a man, as contrasted with
an animal or a god" (or an Elf or a Hobbit or ...).  So the Witch-King was
killed by Eowyn, who is not _vir_; or by Merry, who is not _homo_, or by
both of them in concert (read the description again; I think it's iffy
whether either could have succeeded without the other), which covers the
definition both ways.

One of the things you find frequently in LOTR is Tolkien taking such a
linguistic ambiguity and working it out so that _both_ of its meanings are
valid.  E.g., there's a rustic dialect of English in which the word
"auction" means "a mess."  ("She's nowt but a slut, her house is a fair
auction.") When Bilbo comes home after the Battle of Five Armies, he finds
"an auction" at his house in both senses of the word: not only are Grubb,
Grubb, and Burrowes selling off his furniture, but they've tracked all over
the carpets.  (You can read T. A. Shippey's _The Road to Middle-Earth_ for
more of this stuff.)

So my vote is for Eowyn scaring the transparent sh*t out of the Witch-King
by pointing out that she wasn't a man; and Merry taking advantage of his
confusion by sneaking in and doing him some noticeable damage with that
enchanted blade in the back of his knee; and Eowyn taking advantage of
_that_ by cleaving what we may as well call his head with her more ordinary
sword.  A cooperative action.
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Date: 30 Jun 90 19:54:09 GMT
From: hennebry@plains.nodak.edu (Michael J. Hennebry)
Subject: The Lord of the Rings

maj@b17a.INGR.COM (Mark A. Jamison) writes:
> umpteenth time and I came up with an interesting question, who killed the
> Witch King of Angmar?

Merriadoc. Some will tell you that it was a woman, Eowyn (?), or that it
was ambiguous, but they are in error.  The paragraph beginning roughly "So
passed the sword of the Westernesse..." makes it clear that Merry's sword
was the only one in the world that could have done the job. Eowyn may have
sped things up a bit and thereby saved herself, but Merry delivered the
mortal wound.

Mike
hennebry@plains.NoDak.edu
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Date: 1 Jul 90 21:12:55 GMT
From: hennebry@plains.nodak.edu (Michael J. Hennebry)
Subject: The Lord of the Rings

Here is the relevant paragraph, *emphasis* added:
"So passed the sword of the Barrow-downs, work of the Westernesse.  But
glad would he have been to know its fate who wrought it slowly long ago in
the North-kingdom when the Dunedain were young, and chief among their foes
was the dread realm of Angmar and its sorceror king. *No other blade*, not
though mightier hands had wielded it, would have dealt that foe a wound so
bitter, cleaving the undead flesh, breaking the spell that knit his unseen
sinews to his will."

Both Merry and Eowyn struck the Witch King with blade only. The above
paragraph makes it clear that Merry's blow was the more significant, that
only it broke "the spell that knit his unseen sinews to his will." It was
Eowyn that distracted the Witch King and enabled Merry to kill him.

I don't know why there is so much insistence that Eowyn killed the Witch
King, but a few possibilites come to mind:

Human biology & inertia:
On a human a sword through the skull is usually more significant than a
sword through a leg. Human biology no longer applied to the Witch King.
Human flesh is normally visible and does not require an enchanted sword to
kill.  The above paragraph is a few pages from the scene in which Merry
kills the Witch King, and allows the appearance that Eowyn killed him to
take root before it is corrected.

A desire to make Eowyn's presence militarily significant:
I could just say that this isn't rational evidence, but let's assume
otherwise.  Eowyn's presence was militarily significant. They also serve
who stand and say "nyaah" to the enemy and thereby enable others to sneak
up behind him.  They are certainly braver.

Misinterpretation of Glorfindel's prophecy:
"Far off yet is his doom, and not by the hand of man will he fall."  "The
hand of man" is not the same as "the hand of a man". Without an article
"man" refers to our entire sub-species, not just to some male human.  Eowyn
killing the Witch King would not have satisfied the prophecy.

Mike
hennebry@plains.NoDak.edu

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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SF-LOVERS Digest            Tuesday, 3 Jul 1990       Volume 15 : Issue 253

Today's Topics:

                  Administrivia - Archives,
		  Books - Hard SF Reading List (2 msgs) &
                          Children's SF (2 msgs) & 
                          Steampunk (2 msgs) &
                          Request Answer & Requests (4 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: Tue, 3 Jul 90 08:38:18 EDT
From: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu (SF-LOVERS)
Subject: Archives

One of the long standing traditions of SF-LOVERS is keeping back issues and
related files in a publicly accessible area.  The SF-LOVERS archives are
currently stored on ELBERETH.RUTGERS.EDU (128.6.4.61) which is a unix
machine.  The archives are currently available to anyone with FTP access to
this machine.

IMPORTANT NOTICE: Previously BITNET sites could not get access to the
archives.  This is no longer true.  Please see below for instructions on
how to access the archives.

Please do not send mail asking me to mail you files from the archives.
They are way too big to be transmitted via mail without getting various
system administrators on the network extremely upset.  Anyone who wants
access to the archives that does not have access to FTP on their machine,
may follow the instructions given below for BITNET subscribers.

Instructions for INTERNET users:

To access the archives, you need to login with ftp using the anonymous
login function.  Below is a sample session (The "%" and "ftp>" are prompts,
yours may vary):

% ftp elbereth.rutgers.edu
Connected to elbereth.rutgers.edu.
220 elbereth.rutgers.edu FTP server
Name (elbereth.rutgers.edu:<userid>): anonymous
331 Guest login ok, send ident as password.
Password:
230 Guest login ok, access restrictions apply.
ftp> cd pub/sfl
ftp> get <filename>
ftp> quit

Instructions for BITNET users (and those without FTP):

To access the archives, the principle is the same however it must be
handled via mail since there is no way to do it interactively.  You can
send mail to BITFTP@PUCC.BITNET with the following as the text of the
message:

FTP elbereth.rutgers.edu
USER anonymous
CD pub/sfl
GET <filename>

You will probably get two mail messages back.  One from the server itself
informing you that the request went through and the other will be the
actual file retrieved.  I haven't tried this for multiple files so I don't
know if each file retrieved comes back as a separate message or not.

 Below is a list of the files that are currently available in the archives:

Episode Guides:

   20 blakes7.guide
   18 doctor-who.guide
   18 galactica.guide       [Note: originally these two were one file.
   10 galactica80.guide      They have now been split into two files.]
   36 lost-in-space.guide
    6 max-headroom.guide        [Incomplete]
   28 new-twilight-zone.guide   [Possibly incomplete]
   22 outerlimits.guide
   10 prisoner.guide
    8 red-dwarf.guide
   14 star-trek-animated.guide
   26 star-trek.guide
    6 tomorrow-people.guide
   70 twilight-zone.guide

Text Files:

   20 amber-timeline.txt
   68 argon.txt
*  50 cons.txt
   32 decwars.txt
   24 down-in-flames.txt
   86 hitch-hikers-guide-to-the-net.txt
   20 hugos.txt
    8 klingonaase.txt
    6 nebulas.txt
    4 saturn.txt
   92 the-enchanted-duplicator.txt

Back Issues of SF-LOVERS:

   1872 sf-lovers.v1
   1904 sf-lovers.v2
   1856 sf-lovers.v3
   1760 sf-lovers.v4
    816 sf-lovers.v5
   1744 sf-lovers.v6
    592 sf-lovers.v7
   1648 sf-lovers.v8
   3600 sf-lovers.v9
   7472 sf-lovers.v10
   6752 sf-lovers.v11
   4944 sf-lovers.v12a
   4000 sf-lovers.v12b
   6000 sf-lovers.v13
   7568 sf-lovers.v14

New to the archives: the author lists provided and maintained by John Wenn
are now available in the directory pub/sfl/authorlists.  The list for each
author is contained in its own file with the filenames being in the form:
Lastname.Firstname, e.g. Niven.Larry (Please remember, unix filenames are
case sensitive).
 
A few notes about the files.  The number that appears to the left of the
file, is the size of the file in kilobytes.  All of the back issues except
for volume 1 are in BABYL mail format.  The first volume, sf-lovers.v1,
includes a number of messages from the early days before digests and there
is much of "historical" interest.

The current volume is Volume 15.  Old issues of this volume may be found in
the same directory as the archives.  They are in the files sf-lovers.xxxyy
where "xxx" is the month of publication and "yy" is the current year.  For
more recent back issues, send your request to
SF-LOVERS-REQUEST@RUTGERS.EDU.
 
Files in the archives that have been modified within the last month are
denoted with a "*" in the lists above.  If anyone notes any errors or would
like to supply missing information, please write to
SF-LOVERS-REQUEST@RUTGERS.EDU.

------------------------------

Date: 22 Jun 90 22:23:35 GMT
From: MLW@math.ams.com (Maxine L. Wolfson)
Subject: Hard SF reading list

Thanks to all of you who responded to my request for clanking hard sf.  The
newlyweds are happy again. (He's got something else to read, I have peace!)

There was a massive range of dis/agreement on which authors and which of
their works were hard.  I've included all entries since I don't feel
qualified to judge, and one person's heavy metal is another person's
Beethoven.

Allen, Roger Macbride

Bear, Greg
   Blood Music
   The Forge of God

Benford, Gregory
   Great Sky River

Brin, David
   EARTH
   Startide Rising
   Sundiver
   The Postman 

Bujold, Lois McMaster
   Shards of Honor
   The Warrior's Apprentice
   Ethan of Athos
   Brothers in Arms

Caidin, Martin 
   Star Bright
   Beamriders

Chalker, Jack L. 
   The Soulrider (series)

Callin, Grant
   Saturnalia
   A Lion on Tharthee

Card, Orson Scott

Clark, Arthur C.

Cherryh, C. J. (some)

Cramer, John
   Twistor

da Cruz, Daniel
   The Texas (series)

Duncan, Dave
   Strings

Frankowski, Leo
   The Adventures of Conrad Stargard

Forstchen, William R.  

Forward, Robert 
   Dragon's Egg
   Starquake 
   Rocheworld

Gadallah, Leslie
   Cat's Pawn
   Cat's Gambit

Gerrold, David
   War Against the Chtorr (series)

Haldeman, Joe

Harrison, Harry
   Skyfall
   The Daleth Effect
   Captive Universe

Hogan, James P.      
   Thrice Upon a Time
   Code of the Lifemaker
   The Genesis Machine
   The Two Faces of Tomorrow    
   Journey from Yesteryear
   The Giant's Trilogy:
      Inherit the Stars
      The Gentle Giants of Ganymede
      Giant's Star

Ing, Dean
   The Rescue of Black Stealth One.

Lewitt, S. N.
   Angel at Apogee

McIntyre, Vonda (some)

Niven, Larry
   A World Out Of Time
   Ringworld
   Protector
   A Gift From Earth

Niven, Larry (with Stephen Barnes)
   Legacy of Heorot (sp?)

Niven, Larry (with Jerry Pournelle)
   The Mote In God's Eye
   Footfall

Sheffield, Charles
   Proteus Unbound
   Between the Strokes of Night
   The Nimrod Hunt and Traders World.

Smith, George O.
   The Complete Venus Equilateral

Turtledove, Harry
   A World of Difference

Varley, John 
   Millennium
   Ophuichi Hotline
   Titan
   Wizard
   Demon

Vinge, Vernor
   True Names and Other Dangers

Zahn, Timothy
   Cascade Point (short stories)
   Cobra
   Cobra Strike
   Spinneret
   The Deadman Switch
   Triplet
   The Black Collar
   The Backlash Mission

(no author given, but I like the sound of it)
The Brave Little Toaster (a fable for small appliances).

Enjoy!

------------------------------

Date: 24 Jun 90 05:13:46 GMT
From: chuq@apple.com (That's MR. Idiot to you)
Subject: Re: Hard SF reading list ("The Brave Little Toaster")

jeffv@kean.ucs.mun.ca (Jeff Vavasour) writes:
>> (no author given, but I like the sound of it)
>> The Brave Little Toaster (a fable for small appliances).
>
>Actually, it's no joke.  "The Brave Little Toaster" appeared on Canada's
>Family Channel as an animated feature.  It was "based on a novella by
>award-winning science fiction writer Thomas M. Disch."

And the sequel, The Brace Little Toaster goes to Mars, in which the toaster
and his friends team up with Albert Einstein's hearing aid to save the
Earth from a Martian invasion. Only Disch could pull this stuff off.

Chuq Von Rospach
chuq@apple.com

------------------------------

Date: 27 Jun 90 03:07:43 GMT
From: HANSCHKA%uhavax.DECnet@uhasun.hartford.edu
Subject: children's sf books

Well, not SF, call it classical fantasy. What I'm trying to describe is
that great set of fairy tales called Tales [what else] of the Arabian
Nights [or 1001 Nights] I was a fairy tale/fantasy junkie as a grade
schooler, and graduated to SF in junior high. It's full of evil wizards and
gorgeous princesses, and I'm surprised that no one else has mentioned it.

Ruth H

------------------------------

Date: 27 Jun 90 07:14:46 GMT
From: BRITZ@kemi.aau.dk (Dieter Britz)
Subject: RE: SF for kids

Charlene Bloch, bloch@wucs1.wustl.edu says
>... fairy tales. Yes, I know "they" say they are too violent...

Some of "them" don't. See, e.g., "The Uses of Enchantment" by Bruno
Bettelheim. In fact, BB positively recommends reading out fairy tales to
children, as one good way for children to resolve some of their problems.
He used to care for disturbed children and has had success with this. He
also believes that the stories should be in the original where possible,
and without pictures - the Walt Disney cutifications are no good. I have
been reading out to my children the Three Little Pigs. Reading BB, I now
find that, unlike in our version, where all three survive, the wolf
actually eats the first two pigs in the original uncutified story, much
more powerful.
 I think 4 is a bit early for "real" SF. My son started at 9, reading the
Earth Sea trilogy. He did say that the middle story was "creepy", and I
don't blame him. Susan Cooper and David Eddings are good starts, I reckon.

Dieter Britz
britz@kemi.aau.dk

------------------------------

Date: 27 Jun 90 15:52:00 GMT
From: IAGDGP@aesd.dnet.ge.com
Subject: STEAMPUNK

  From another source. There is a whole series of games from GDW that are
part of a Steampunk universe. It includes a number of table top games and a
role playing game very similar to Traveller. It's called SPACE 1889 and
there is now some fiction associated with the world starting to appear. If
interested I suggest strongly that you check it out. I've played a
riverboat gambler in the genre (re: Yancy Derringer) and enjoyed it a lot!
We'll be playing it here again in the fall.

Doug Prosser
GE/aesd
Utica, NY
(315) 793-7695

------------------------------

Date: 28 Jun 90 23:42:28 GMT
From: lopez!strike@sharkey.cc.umich.edu (Tim Bowser)
Subject: Re: SteamPunk

thetroll@rata.vuw.ac.nz (The Troll) writes:
>Recently, I've been hearing about another genre called "SteamPunk". From
>what I can figure out it is a blend between Victorian England and 20th
>Century Technology (Babbage machines instead of computers, nuclear powered
>trains, etc.). The only novel that I've encountered that might qualify is
>"A Transatlantic Tunnel, Hurrah!" by Harry Harrison.

The tone of the name brings to mind H.G. Wells and his Time Machine.
"SteamPunk".  Thought at first there was a new thread about the railroads
back in the late '20s.  I am also intrigued with this genre, if it exists.
Might be too much Star Trek: Whatever Generation and space travel, but I am
rather burned out with science fiction as it now stands.

Fusion powered chariots.  Weird thought, but then there have been stories
built on weaker premises.

Tim Bowser
rutgers!sharkey!lopez!strike
strike@lopez.UUCP

------------------------------

Date: 27 Jun 90 23:42:34 GMT
From: wdstarr@athena.mit.edu (William December Starr)
Subject: Re: Yet Another `name this story' (please!)

rjk@sawmill.sawmill.uucp (Richard Kuhns):
>Description: A rather obnoxious millionare-type wanted his body preserved
>forever after he died (possible alternative: he wanted it frozen so he
>could be revived later, but that doesn't feel right).  His `crypt' is a
>satellite in high Earth orbit.  Hundreds of thousands of years (at least)
>after his death, his crypt is discovered by visiting aliens...  Actually,
>I think that the aliens were all in robot bodies as well

From the mighty MITSFS database:

JONES, NEIL R.  DOOMSDAY ON AJIAT [PROFESSOR JAMESON 5]
JONES, NEIL R.  THE PLANET OF THE DOUBLE SUN [PROFESSOR JAMESON 1]
JONES, NEIL R.  SPACE WAR [PROFESSOR JAMESON 3]
JONES, NEIL R.  THE SUNLESS WORLD [PROFESSOR JAMESON 2]
JONES, NEIL R.  TWIN WORLDS [PROFESSOR JAMESON 4]

William December Starr
wdstarr@athena.mit.edu

------------------------------

Date: 28 Jun 90 05:49:04 GMT
From: savage@boulder.colorado.edu (Metallica Rules)
Subject: Re: SF for Kids

I read a book back around 2nd or 3rd grade and have thought about it a few
times lately and would like possibly to get it for any kids I have.

The story line is kind of like Wizard of Oz, with the shadow realms of
Amber.

There are these two kids, a boy and a girl, and one day this gentleman
talks to them, I think on Halloween.  This guy always walks around looking
at the sky, because he says "There is so much to see above you and
everybody else is looking at their feet," or something to that extent.
Anyways he convinces these kids to take a walk with him to see a king of a
fantasy world.  They follow a path, where it starts I don't remember, that
leads through several fabulous places and strange, though magical
creatures.  Eventually they reach the king, who is also a creature of some
sort, and he talks to the kids and then they return home.

As you can see I am relating this story from memory.  I read this book
probably when I was 7, 8, or 9 and am now 24.  I just remember that the
book was good and I have fond feelings for the book and would possibly like
to read it again.  So if anybody has read it or has kids who have read it,
and you know of it, could you send me a message?

Thanks in advance.

Chuck
savage%tigger@boulder.colorado.EDU

------------------------------

Date: 26 Jun 90 16:06:52 GMT
From: amarx@uswat.uswest.com (Adam Marx)
Subject: Does anyone know the name of this book...

I read this novel a long time ago (actually it's one in a series, I think).
It's about a world colonized long ago, which looked idyllic but actually
harbored these invisible creatures (mushin?) which intensified and then fed
off of people's emotions.  The protagonist is a student studying the Way of
the Sword; I think there are also aliens called grandfathers, although I'm
not sure about that.  In the first book, the student leaves the school and
hooks up with an old sword master living in the woods.

Anyone know what I'm talking about?  Please e-mail any pointers.  Thanks.

Adam Marx
amarx@uswest.com

------------------------------

Date: 26 Jun 90 22:53:54 GMT
From: prine%@rutgers.edu (Ron Prine)
Subject: Childrens books I want to find

I read two books when I was a kid that I can't remember title or author of
and I would like to find them.  They were written by different authors.

Book 1: took place on a board game, had a tee-shirt clad guardian devil,
involved a kid who fell off a trellis when he was trying to run away from
home.

Book 2: This one is really weird and I think it was a series.  It involved
a boy who meets an alien, gets onto aliens ship to go to his planet.  There
is a scene where all ships use same route to Earth and this one ship is on
collision course with oncoming ship, the way collision is avoided is that
all ships have a North and South pole and thus head on collisions are
avoided by like poles repelling each other.  I think that this one might be
_The_Mushroom_Planet_?

I know that these descriptions are sparse so please try to remember.

Ron Prine 

------------------------------

Date: 28 Jun 90 01:28:04 GMT
From: prine%@rutgers.edu (Ron Prine)
Subject: A book about books

I was wondering, has anyone seen a book like this?

I bought a book at Waldens (I can't remember title but it was printed in
72, put out by Otherworlds bookclub) that had a bio of lots of sci-fi
authors, and showed what other authors wrote like this author.  It had a
series listing for authors and a nice list of recommended reading for all.

What I would like is to find a new one that has the info brought up to
date.  This book is great if you find a book and want to see what it goes
with series wise.

So how about it.  Is there a new one out there?

Ron Prine

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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SF-LOVERS Digest            Monday, 9 Jul 1990        Volume 15 : Issue 254

Today's Topics:

	   Books - Asprin & Blish (3 msgs) & Cowper & Crowley &
                   Mary Herbert & Lackey & McKillip & O'Donnell &
                   Ruff & Taine

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 2 Jul 90 22:26:18 GMTF
From: mlelias@miavx1.acs.muohio.edu (Mike Elias)
Subject: MYTH and _Phules Company_ (Spoilers...)

   I recently bought both _Phules Company_ and the last M.Y.T.H. Inc.
book.  I read them both with high expectations.  And with both I was not
really DISAPPOINTED, but neither lived up to my hopes.  Both of these books
deal with the same issue in different manners.

  A large (if not major) portion of the books are concerned with the
emotional/moral outlook and improvements of the characters.  BTW, both of
these books are said to be hilarious (on the blurb on the back covers) and
are written by Asprin.

   MYTH has Guido narrating with his unique style, and PC has Captain
Phule's BUTLER doing the narrating via his diary. Captain Phule is
humanity's youngest multi-millionaire, which saves him from being kicked
out of the military/mercenary outfit.  BUT, it does not save him from being
assigned to an infamous 'Omega Company', a collection of misfits and
loners.  Our hero promptly offers stock options and houses them in the
planets ritziest hotel while the barracks and everything else is being
remodeled.  'Pure' military will froth at the mouth at this book.  Most
others will only be slightly amused.

Mike Elias
Miami University of Oxford, Oh.
Mlelias@Miavx1.Bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jul 90 10:04:09 GMT
From: kleinj@jacobs.cs.orst.edu (Justin the Blue)
Subject: Re: A really old James Blish series of 4(?) novels

Happy to know that there are some people out there who consider the CinF
books good.  I cannot recommend them highly enough.  Very well written: a
classic in my opinion.

The original poster seemed to want to know what the series held.  To my
impression, in a nutshell, it was like this:

1. THEY SHALL HAVE STARS.  None of the cities are actually flying at this
point.  The story centers on a U.S. Senator from Alaska (Bliss Waggoner),
the crew working on the Jovian Bridge (a high-grav experimental laboratory
on the surface of Jupiter [now, that's dated]), and the development of the
anagathic drugs and spindizzy drive that make Okie civilization possible.

2. A LIFE FOR THE STARS.  Starts a hundred-more years after the first, at
Scranton PA.  Excellent sequence describing the launching of a city.
Excellent taste for Okie legends and custom is developed.  Introduction of
the planet Hern, which plays a pivotal role in later volume.  Brings New
York City to the fore as the main venue.  Introduces John Amalfi, Mayor, as
a pivotal character.

3. EARTHMAN, COME HOME.  The further adventures of the flying city of New
York, New York.  Colonization of the Magellanic Cloud.  

4. THE TRIUMPH OF TIME.  If you've made it THIS far, you've read about four
thousand years worth of future history.  Keep going.  It's worth it.  New
York's last stand, and a totally unexpected ending.

Hope THIS answered the poster's question.  A very dear story to me and my
friends, all of which enjoy hard, clanking, sf.

Read it and enjoy.

------------------------------

Date: 4 Jul 90 02:46:13 GMT
From: halley!kidd@cs.utexas.edu (Dave Kidd)
Subject: Re: A really old James Blish series of 4(?) novels

ac08@vaxb.acs.unt.edu ((C. Irby)) writes:
>_The Science Fictionary_ lists the books as being:
>   _Earthman, Come Home_ (1955)
>   _They Shall Have Stars_ (1956)
>   _The Triumph of Time_ (1958)
>   _A Life for the Stars_ (1962)

I had heard or read, I think in one of the "other books in this series"
pages publishers insert, about another volume or short story titled "A
Clash of Symbols". But I never did find the story/book. Was it part of this
series? Or just a miscellaneous set of wishful thinking neurons firing off
in the night?

David N. Kidd
Tandem Computers
Austin TX

------------------------------

Date: 4 Jul 90 10:00:36 GMT
From: kleinj@jacobs.cs.orst.edu (Justin the Blue)
Subject: Re: A really old James Blish series of 4(?) novels

In the message immediatly preceding this, David Kidd mentioned the four
Cities in Flight novels, and for your edification and as far as the story
cycle goes, the order is: 1)They Shall Have Stars, 2) A Life for the Stars,
3) Earthman, Come Home, and 4) The Triumph Of Time.

He mentioned a further story entitled (his spelling) "A Clash of Symbols",
and wondered where he could get it.  Wonder no further: if you read "The
Triumph of Time," you read it: its original title was "A Clash of Cymbals."
If you recall the finale of the book, you will understand the logic behind
that one.

It may also interest you to know that book #1, "They Shall Have Stars," was
originally published under the title "YEAR 2018!"  The reference there is
probably over-obvious even to those who haven't read it.

Again I highly recommend it.  If you can find the Avon four-in-one edition,
get it; it has some nice (if bookish) commentary in the back, and a
smashing cover besides.

------------------------------

Date: 2 Jul 90 16:53:37 GMT
From: fornax!manuel@andrew.cs.ubc.ca (Frank Manuel)
Subject: White Bird of Kinship

Many thanks to those who took the time to reply to my recent inquiry
regarding Cowper's "White Bird of Kinship" series. Apparently, this is a
trilogy:
   1.The Road to Corlay
   2.A Dream of Kinship
   3.A Tapestry of Time

Most of those who corresponded with me had enjoyed the first volume and
where mostly less enthusiastic about the second and third. Two other books
by this author were also recommended:"Twilight of Briarus" and " Out Where
The Big ShipsGo", the latter being a collection of short stories and highly
recommended.
  Again, my thanks to those who replied.

Frank

------------------------------

Date: 6 Jul 90 19:00:41 GMT
From: ELE@psuvm.psu.edu (Jeremy Crampton)
Subject: John Crowley and _Aegypt_

Excuse me while I ask a question.  What is the net.opinion on the status of
Crowley's _Aegypt_ as regards whether it is a finished piece of work, or
whether it is part of a series?

I have just reread it (and liked it even more than the first time) and
reread too Greg Feeley's review in _Foundation_ where he claims it is the
first of four books with the overall title of _Aegypt_.  However, it has
been 5-6 years since Crowley wrote the book, and I have not heard of any
"sequel."  Yet the book does end inconclusively, with a sense of
more-to-come, so just what is the situation as we know it?

Jeremy
ele@psuvm.psu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 6 Jul 90 11:01:57 GMT
From: ps199-at@garnet.berkeley.edu
Subject: Re: Dark Horse

raven@pawl.rpi.edu (Jennifer Lynn Piatek) writes:
[. . . an enthusiastic recommendation for DARK HORSE, a first novel by Mary
H. Herbert, about a girl who, after the murder of her entire clan, takes on
the identity of her (dead) twin brother in order to be accepted into
another clan (clan-less women are seldom accepted into other clans) and
prepare her revenge on the murderers.]

After reading this posting, I bought and read the book, being a hopeless
sucker for stories of women being forced to dress in men's clothing in
order to survive in everything from Shakespeare to modern historical
literature (Pamela Kaufmann's THE SHIELD OF THREE LIONS and BANNERS OF
GOLD), modern SF (Robert S. Blum's THE GIRL FROM THE EMERALINE ISLAND), and
modern "young adult" fantasy (Tamora Pierce's ALANNA books).
   Also, a brief sample reading before buying the book showed it to be as
well-written as the above poster claimed.

So, having now finished this book, I mildly second the recommendation.  It
works on several levels:

As a Female Transvestisism story, it avoids almost all of the standard
cliches.

As a Nomadic Horse-Riding Clans story, it is infinitely better than Tamora
Pierce's efforts in THE WOMAN WHO RIDES LIKE A MAN; a bit more detailed
than Mercedes Lackey's REAP THE WHIRLWIND (C.J. Cherryh's SWORD OF
KNOWLEDGE series); and somewhat inferior to the definitive THE GREY MANE OF
MORNING, by Joy Chant.

As a Young Woman Discovers She Has The Talent To Wield Magic story, it is
almost as good (but not quite as entertaining) as any Mercedes Lackey book,
and immeasurably superior to the more poorly-written Marion Zimmer Bradley
and her ilk.

As a First Novel, it strikes a sort of adequate compromise (unremarkable
but satisfying) between Mercedes Lackey's and Elizabeth Moon's first
trilogies.  It is more well-written, well-polished, and well-paced than
Lackey's first three books, while also containing better characterization,
more emotional honesty and vulnerability, and more fun than Moon's first
three.

In a few more books, if she gets some new ideas, Herbert might be able to
build up to the level of Lackey's MAGIC trilogy, or Moon's SURRENDER NONE.
However, she doesn't seem to have quite as much immediate emotional appeal
as Lackey, or as much potential for greatness as Moon.

Pamela Pon
ps199-at@garnet.berkeley.edu

------------------------------

Date: 6 Jul 90 11:26:56 GMT
From: ps199-at@garnet.berkeley.edu
Subject: MAGIC'S PRICE (Mercedes Lackey) is out; great Jody Lee cover!

MAGIC'S PRICE, Mercedes Lackey's conclusion to her Last Herald-Mage of
Valdemar trilogy (MAGIC'S PAWN, MAGIC'S PROMISE), has just been released,
with another gorgeous Jody Lee cover to die for.  Fortunately, the cover on
this volume does not employ the annoying raised/embossed effect which
rendered the other two covers so prone to damage (e.g. having the raised
bits of the cover art scraped off much too easily).

Is there any truth to the rumors of early draft(s) of Jody Lee's covers for
one or both of the previous MAGIC books being turned down for their
homosexual content, with the resulting impeccably chaste
Vanyel-Stands-Alone covers being the ones ultimately served up for public
consumption?
   If so, does anyone know if these early drafts are available for viewing
or purchase in any form, e.g. at convention art shows, on zine covers,
etc.?

If a book unabashedly contains homosexuality (albeit in a wholly unexplicit
and almost awkwardly innocent form), what is the harm in its cover mildly
reflecting this?  It might save some easily offended readers from buying
the book by mistake and then suffering a nasty shock around page
50.	>;-)

Pamela Pon
ps199-at@garnet.berkeley.edu

------------------------------

Date: 4 Jul 90 19:18:41 GMT
From: hartman@cs.swarthmore.edu (Zorn of Zorna)
Subject: Patricia McKillip's _Moon-Flash_ and _The Changeling Sea_

   I've been an ardent McKillip fan since reading her wonderful (and
incredibly obscure) _Stepping from the Shadows_ four or five years ago.  I
still haven't read the second and third Hed books, but I've managed to get
most of her lesser-known stuff: _The Throme of the Erril of Sherril_ (sp?)
(well-disguised as a MagicQuest book), also containing a short story about
an ice dragon the title of which I forget; _The House on Parchment Street_
(a juvenile); and now _Moon-Flash_ and _The Changeling Sea_ (also _The
Forgotten Beasts of Eld_, almost as well-known as the Hed trilogy, and _The
Moon and the Face_ (sequel to _Moon-Flash_; I'm just starting it), and
_Fool's Run_ (which I think is her latest)).  (By the way, if anyone knows
of any of her books which I didn't mention there, please tell me.  
   Hmm.  That paragraph got a little out of hand.  I'll try again.
_Moon-Flash_ is a somewhat predictable semi-juvenile, made palatable (to
me) by McKillip's imagery and several really nice twists.  I particularly
like the culture of the Riverworld (no relation), and their names for
places.  From early on (paraphrased from memory):

   "Do you know how the moon O got its name?" Kyreol asked.
   "No.  How?"
   "The First Man and the First Woman looked up at it for the first time
and it was so beautiful all they could say was--"
   "Oh."

   And it's fairly short -- 150 pages or so.  Only a couple of slow-paced
sections.  The story concerns Kyreol, a young woman of the Riverworld,
whose mother disappeared years ago in some way mysteriously related to the
annual moon-flash.  Her father is the shaman and dream-interpreter for the
tribe, and she has odd dreams.  Eventually, after her betrothal, she and
her best friend Terje go to look at the waterfall at Seven Rainbows.  It
goes on from there.  Uses a lot of the language of fantasy, but fairly
obviously science fiction.
   _The Changeling Sea_, on the other hand, is definitely fantasy.  It,
too, is somewhat predictable in parts, and somewhat juvenile-oriented; but
some of McKillip's descriptions are breathtaking, and the characters and
situations are really well-done.  The first chapter, at least, works well
read aloud, and I suspect the rest of the book (about the same length as
_Moon-Flash_) would work well too.  Peri (short for Periwinkle, named after
the sea-snail) lives in a house abandoned by an old witch-woman who had
befriended her; Peri's father, a fisherman, has disappeared, claimed by the
sea, and Peri's mother sits at the window all day and gazes into the water.
Peri works at the local inn, scrubbing floors with her friends Mare and
Carey.  Then one day the King and his son arrive for their annual vacation
in their castle near the small fishing town, and things start to get
interesting.
   Highly recommended, though obviously more for the dragon-and-unicorn
crowd than the hard-tech sf crowd.  (Don't worry, there are no unicorns and
only one thing remotely resembling a dragon.  There's a wizard, but he,
like most of the characters in the story, is not quite what or who you'd
expect.)  

------------------------------

Date: 4 Jul 90 17:33:12 GMT
From: zapper@milton.u.washington.edu (Zeke Walkman)
Subject: Kevin O'Donnell

He wrote a series of books called the Journeys of McGill Feighan(sp).  I
have read the first four books.  Does anyone know of any of the series
beyond these first four books?

1. Caverns
2. Reefs
3. Lava
4. Cliffs

E-mail me if you have any information.  Thanks.

------------------------------

Date: 4 Jul 90 05:06:32 GMT
From: chen@anubis.gatech.edu (Ray Chen)
Subject: Re: Fool on the Hill by Matt Ruff

Well having started this, I'd thought I'd say why I like "Fool On the
Hill".

Fool is what I call "modern fantasy", fantasy where the modern world and
the fantasy world (usually elves/fairie) are shown to co-exist and for the
span of the novel, they do co-exist.

What makes Fool on the Hill different, though, is that it's zany.  It's
irreverent.  It's enthusiastic.  Everywhere, Ruff throws in little jokes
and references (usually mythic, historical, or literary).  Referring to
Apollo constantly as "Mr. Sunshine" (a Greek Original) was perfect.  It
helped set that tone and at the same time, enabled Ruff to have Apollo do
things that you wouldn't (or I wouldn't) expect a Greek god to *ever* do.

But in Ruff's world, it all made sense (and maybe the irreverence that
Apollo seems to share with Ruff is why Apollo isn't comatose the way the
rest of the Greek Originals are. :-)

But he does it without losing touch of the characters and the serious
aspects of the book, and so avoids turning the book into "Another Fine
Myth".

I can see where some people would have a problem with the book because it's
obvious that Ruff is having *so* much fun (and he's not doing farce, surely
unforgivable :-).

But if you like a touch of wonder in your life and you can relax and have
fun along with Ruff, I think you'll enjoy the book.

Ray Chen
chen@ics.gatech.edu

------------------------------

Date: 4 Jul 90 16:21:17 GMT
From: ecl@cbnewsj.att.com (Evelyn C. Leeper)
Subject: Re: steampunk

ST401844@BROWNVM.BROWN.EDU (Stewart Crall) writes:
> The talk about steampunk reminds me of the book I read last week, "Green
> Fire" by John Taine.  The book is set in summer 1990 (that is right now),
> but the world is very different from today's world.  The world seems to
> be the same as ours untill just after the Great War (WWI), where a
> divergence takes place.  The divergence is that a Tesla-like genius made
> some radical scientific discoveries which lead to his effective economic
> ownership of the world.  ...
>
> The science is wonderfully archaic.  This steampunk author really did his
> homework.  ...
>
> In short, this novel seems to be just what people were talking when they
> mentioned steampunk.  It has just that light funny flavor.

John Taine was a pseudonym for the mathematician and author Eric Temple
Bell.  He wrote GREEN FIRE in 1928.  It is therefore no surprise that the
world portrayed for 1990 is very different from the real world of 1990.
That the "divergence" occurs around the time the novel was written
indicates this is more a straight "science-fiction-set-in-the-future" novel
than any sort of alternate world (which I think the word "divergence"
implies).  Given Taine's employment at the California Institute of
Technology at the time (actually, from 1927 through 1953), I am not
surprised he "did his homework" regarding science.

But it should be obvious from all this that GREEN FIRE is *not* steampunk.

(It's possible the Crall knew this and was being facetious.  It's 100%
sure, however, that at least 23 people out there reading his posting would
go to their bookstore looking for the latest novel by "that new steampunk
author John Taine.")

Evelyn C. Leeper
+1 201-957-2070
att!mtgzy!ecl
ecl@mtgzy.att.com

------------------------------
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Date: 3 Jul 90 00:11:50 GMT
From: seanf@sco.com (Sean Fagan)
Subject: Re: Saberhagen's Swords Triads... (SPOILERS)

There are spoilers for _Empire of the East_ and the Swords books below!

lev0@midway.uchicago.edu (Ron Levy (Armchair)) writes:
>   The Emperor, named John Ominor is NOT a magician (though he has many
>magicians working for him) and is trying to become Emperor of the world.

Uhm, actually, he is a magician.  Wood is a better magician, but Ominor was
no piddling magician himself (which is why he was so useful to Orcus).

>He appears to have some sort of vast power over demons, though how he came
>of it is never explained.

Yes it is.  He doesn't really have vast power over them; he himself is
vastly powerful (Orcus kept giving him more power, so that he could serve
Orcus better), and holds the Life of various demons hostage, so that they
have no choice but to do what he bids.

>It is he who bound Orcus and keeps him from destroying the world, and uses
>him as an ultimate threat.

Uhm, he bound Orcus because Orcus was more powerful than Ominor was.  Not
many beings in that world *were*, and those that were, Ominor wanted
destroyed.  (Ardneh was one of the other ones.)  He does not use Orcus as a
threat; Orcus is a last resort, since, after Orcus did what Ominor wanted
(assuming Orcus wanted to), Orcus would then proceed to destroy Ominor, in
most unpleasant ways.

Orcus was not so much bent on destroying the world as a) controlling it,
and b) making sure nothing could destroy him.

>   Now, the evidence is strong that John Ominor is the Emperor, because al
>his children have the power to send away demons just by reciting a rhyme
>(any rhyme, they don't have to get it right or anything) and thinking
>about it.

The evidence is rather convincing that Ominor is *not* the Emperor.  Read
the second Book of Lost Swords.  One of the bad guys dies.  Guess who it
is?  His background in *that* society is explained a bit, and you'll see
why he cannot be the Emperor.

Sean Eric Fagan
(408) 458-1422 
seanf@sco.COM  
uunet!sco!seanf

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jul 90 18:08:15 GMT
From: d546640s@edinboro.edu
Subject: SABERHAGEN'S SWORDS TRIADS...

Thanks to all who have cleared up the issues that I was so confused about
earlier (e.g. the Emperor and Ardneh).  In response to the person who
couldn't remember who the friend of Mark's who, before dying, looked upon
the Emperor with recognition, that character was Kind Sir Andrew, one of my
most favorite characters in the whole story.
   Also, in response to the issue of the Emperor resembling the Christian
God, I can see your point. That was what I had originally thought, but I
wasn't quite sure of the reference.  The fact that his children had the
power to dispell demons was what made me see the resemblance.

   I haven't yet had the time to start the "Books of Lost Swords", but I
hope that they are as good as the first triad.

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jul 90 15:41:34 GMT
From: d546640s@edinboro.edu
Subject: STILL MORE QUESTIONS ABOUT SABERHAGEN...

Hi again,
   After having everything cleared up on the topic of F. Saberhagen's
"Swords Triad" and the origins of the Emperor and the Identity of Ardneh
(did that name happen to stand for anything, by the way), another question
came to mind.  In the story, the Gods

**SPOILERS**

(Roman?) played a major role in the outcome of the story.  However, were
they really gods (as they believed themselves to be) or what??  I mean, if
they can be killed, how can they be??  Also, it was mentioned in the story
that Draffut, the Beastlord, was not a god either, as the people had come
to believe, but was, in fact, a transformed dog.  Does this mean that the
other "gods" were actually, at one time, human??  Or are they just, as is
brought out in the story (again and again) creations of the human mind??

At the end of the third book, the gods eventually die.  Is this because the
people stop believing in their actual existence, or just because they (the
people) have become more independent of the gods (which is said that the
people created)?

Also, I was wondering if the character of the Dark King has any reference
to Satan, himself. It seems to me that there may be some reference, but I
may be wrong.

D.J.Stayduhar
Adam::D546640S@Edinboro.Edu

------------------------------

Date: 5 Jul 90 23:43:12 GMT
From: seanf@sco.com (Sean Fagan)
Subject: Re: STILL MORE QUESTIONS ABOUT SABERHAGEN...

Here there be spoilers.

d546640s@edinboro.EDU writes:
>the Gods (Roman?) played a major role in the outcome of the story.
>However, were they really gods (as they believed themselves to be) or
>what??  I mean, if they can be killed, how can they be??  Also, it was
>mentioned in the story that Draffut, the Beastlord, was not a god either,
>as the people had come to believe, but was, in fact, a transformed dog.
>Does this mean that the other "gods" were actually, at one time, human??
>Or are they just, as is brought out in the story (again and again)
>creations of the human mind??  At the end of the third book, the gods
>eventually die.  Is this because the people stop believing in their actual
>existence, or just because they (the people) have become more independent
>of the gods (which is said that the people created)?

The Gods were, basically, created by human beings through mass hypnosis.
Remember that, in the world after the Change, what enough people believe
*will* be.  So, the Gods came into existence.  How?  Who knows.  While
wielding Sightblinder, Draffut reasoned what the Gods really were, but it
was never explained what, exactly, he saw.  It could be that the Gods were
transformed human beings, but I doubt that very much.

Draffut is not a god of any form.  He was a dog, and 50+ millenia living
with the healing water (forget exactly what it was called) caused him to
change.  In the Second Book of Lost Swords, there is a similar event: one
of the Bad Guys is falling off of a cliff, and stabs himself with the Sword
of Healing, and wills himself to *not* become other than what he was (but
what, exactly, could he have become?).

The gods eventually die because humanity is turning its collective mind
away from them, and, in essence, causing another Change, though this one is
not as strong as the first two.

Sean Eric Fagans
(408) 458-1422 
seanf@sco.COM  
uunet!sco!seanf

------------------------------

Date: 7 Jul 90 01:18:00 GMT
From: CL310104@ulkyvx.bitnet
Subject: Knight of Shadows

I just finished _Knight of Shadows_ By Roger Zelazny. A few mysteries
solved, a few new ones introduced. Just a few off the top of my head:

(Beware, Spoilers)

Is that cute little ring that was apparently created by Brand controlling
Merlin to some extent?  I didn't get the rationalization of why Brand
wouldn't be wearing it at all times, unless it's cursed/dangerous.

What's Corwin up to??

Why is Merlin still allowed to utilize Logrus powers if he betrayed it?
What rationalization is there for continued access to Logrus powers from
the Serpent's point of view?

Do the rest of you think that Jurt+Julia makes a credible enemy for Merlin?
Granted, he's very inexperienced et cetera, but, they just don't seem to
have the devastating evil power of a Brand.

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jul 90 13:05:31 GMT
From: quasar@samurai-cat.ctt.bellcore.com (Laurence R. Brothers)
Subject: Re: Knight of Shadows

* No, I don't think the ring is controlling Merlin.

* Corwin must be up to something with his own Pattern, which obviously must
also have its own intelligence, like the Pattern and the Logrus.

* I don't think the Logrus has the ability to prevent Merlin from using its
powers. Certainly the Pattern never defended itself from Brand. It seems
that these primal Powers cannot exert themselves in ordinary shadows except
under extraordinary circumstances, or with great limitations, such as
assuming the form of the Unicorn.

* Jurt+Julia are indeed inept. Their only successes have ever come because
of Merlin's arrogance and/or inexperience. I wouldn't call Brand
devastatingly evil, though, (so what if he did try to destroy the universe)
merely insane. It's all society's fault.

I'd like to see the primal theogony for the Amber universe.  The Courts of
Chaos are a little too well-organized (and not all that powerful,
considering) to have been eternal and unchanging before Dworkin's original
treason.

What do you suppose will be Ghostwheel's destiny? It/he seems to be a kind
of odd-man-out.

Laurence R. Brothers
Bellcore
Computer Technology Transfer
Knowledge-Based Systems
quasar@bellcore.com

------------------------------

Date: 27 Jun 90 11:49:57 GMTF
rom: swb@tcgould.tn.cornell.edu (Scott Brim)
Subject: Re: Does anyone know the name of this book...

amarx@uswat.uswest.com (Adam Marx) writes:
>It's about a world colonized long ago, which looked idyllic but actually
>harbored these invisible creatures (mushin?) which intensified and then
>fed off of people's emotions.  The protagonist is a student studying the
>Way

Dennis Schmidt wrote four books that I know of about the planet Kensho:
Way-Farer, Kensho, Satori, and Wanderer (I can't remember if that's the
right order).  Paperbacks from Ace.  The fourth one was two or more years
after the others, and came out in 1985.

Scott W. Brim
swb@devvax.tn.cornell.edu

------------------------------

Date: 28 Jun 90 13:38:33 GMT
From: uc112_424960@emunix.emich.edu
Subject: Story request

Ron Prine writes:
>I read two books when I was a kid that I can't remember title or author of
>and I would like to find them.  They were written by different authors.
>
>Book 1: took place on a board game, had a tee-shirt clad guardian devil,
>involved a kid who fell off a trellis when he was trying to run away from
>home.

One of my favorites.  It sounds like The Joke Game (or maybe The Big Joke
Game?) by Scott Corbett.

Stewart Tame                  
831 Greene Rd. Bldg. 12 Apt. 303
Ypsilanti, MI  48198            
uc112_424960@emunix.emich.edu

------------------------------

Date: 4 Jul 90 16:10:15 GMT
From: HOBY@gwuvm.bitnet (Rodney Elin)
Subject: SF for Kids

savage@boulder.colorado.edu said :
>I read a book back around 2nd or 3rd grade and have thought about it a few
>times lately and would like possibly to get it for any kids I have.
>
>The story line is kind of like Wizard of Oz, with the shadow realms of
>Amber.
>
>There are these two kids, a boy and a girl, and one day this gentleman
>talks to them, I think on Halloween.  This guy always walks around looking
>at the sky, because he says "There is so much to see above you and
>everybody else is looking at their feet," or something to that extent.
>Anyways he convinces these kids to take a walk with him to see a king of a
>fantasy world.  They follow a path, where it starts I don't remember, that
>leads through several fabulous places and strange, though magical
>creatures.  Eventually they reach the king, who is also a creature of some
>sort, and he talks to the kids and then they return home.

What you describe might be _The_Last_of_the_Really_Great_Whangdoodles_, by
Julie Andrews Edwards (yes, the Sound-of-Music-and-S.O.B. Julie Andrews
Edwards).  It was one of my favorite books in the fifth through eighth
grades or so.  To my recollection, the story, there are three kids, two
boys and a girl, and it is more than a walk, it is an adventure through
Whangdoodleland, after one of the children is kidnapped, and the other two
are the only ones who can retrieve the first one.

The "gentleman" is a Nobel Prize winning scientist who just happens to live
next door (or down the road) to these kids. And he does like to look up.

It might not be the book you are looking for, but if you haven't read it,
you will be in for a treat.

Rodney Elin
HOBY@GWUVM.GWU.EDU

------------------------------

Date: 6 Jul 90 13:58:48 GMT
From: boyajian@ruby.dec.com (Cisco's Buddy)
Subject: P.T. Olemy (Re: Information request)

RDBROWN@ualr.BITNET writes:
>Does anyone know who is P. T. Olemy in the mundane world (the name P. T.
>Olemy is such a wild coincidence it has certainly GOT to be a pen name)?

According to R. Reginald's SCIENCE FICTION AND FANTASY LITERATURE, P.T.'s
real name is George Baker, but no other information is given.  He's written
at least one other novel under that name, a very marginal sf novel called
PINK DOLPHIN, also published by Flagship.

>How many copies were printed

Haven't the foggiest.

>and is this book really worth anything to anybody?

Only to fanatical book collectors who want to acquire a set of Flagship
Books.

 --- jayembee (Jerry Boyajian)
UUCP:	...!decwrl!ruby.enet.dec.com!boyajian
ARPA:	boyajian%ruby.DEC@DECWRL.DEC.COM

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jul 90 13:33:39 GMT
From: re4@prism.gatech.edu (RUSSELL EARNEST)
Subject: Re: Christian SF

dahe@cl.cam.ac.uk (David Elworthy) writes:
>mwhite@BYSON.MITRE.ORG (Mike White) writes:
>>I read a short story years ago that went like this: a human Christian
>>missionary goes to a newly discovered planet to convert forever, and then
>>spend the rest of their cultural lives consumed with quilt over their sin
>>of murder.  Anyone remember the name and author?
>
> This sounds to me very much like a Stanislaw Lem story. I think it is one
> of the voyages in the Star Diaries: Ijon Tichy meets the inhabitants of
> the planet and they tell their woeful tale to him. Good stuff.

What a network! I just finished reading this story on the bus this morning!

The story is indeed in Lem's Star Diaries. It is the Tewnty-Second Voyage.
Acording to the translator's notes in the back, it was the first short
story written in the series and completed in 1954.

Frankly, it is also one of the freshest and most entertaining in the book.
A few of them (notably the lengthly and last written 21) began to drag.

Lem is great, but should be consumed in small doses. 

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jul 90 20:52:00 GMT
From: fweaver@bigvax.alfred.edu ("J. SCOTT WEAVER")
Subject: Steampunk

The discussion of the "Steampunk" genre reminded me of a pair of parallel
world novels by Michael Moorcock (I think).  One was entitled The Steel
Tsar (the title is a pun on the party-name of the real-world counterpart of
a main character).  The name of the other one escapes me, The Warlord of
the Air perhaps?  Both stories push archaic technology forward in time.

Perhaps the best of this type is Vladimir Nabakov's novel Ada which uses a
parallel world theme to play with "what if"s.  Again, the tech is Victorian
and the plot treatment is light.  A delightful book full of multilingual
puns.  Not really standard SF but worth a look when you want a serious
read.

J. Scott Weaver
Internet:  fweaver@bigvax.alfred.edu
Bitnet:    fweaver@ceramics

------------------------------

Date: 4 Jul 90 06:35:21 GMT
From: mikefl@hpsad.hp.com (Mike Flaherty)
Subject: Re: SF for kids

I remember my fourth grade teacher and my sixth grade teacher both reading
"A Wrinkle in Time" by Madeleine L'Engle (DELL Yearling Books, ISBN:
0-440-49805-8.)  I remember being enraptured by it both times.  I have
since read it twice on my own, and both of my pre-teen daughters have read
and enjoyed it.

Another book I recall liking a lot, but alas, I don't remember the author,
is "Time at the Top", a story about children who find strange
(trans-dimensional) goings-on at the hotel in which their family is
staying.

A previous responder mentions Asimov, and I concur with that.

Of course, there are always the Star Wars and Star Trek novelizations.

Mike Flaherty
Hewlett Packard Company  
Signal Analysis Division 
1212 Valley House Drive  
Rohnert Park, CA  94928  
(707) 794-3014
mikefl@hpsad.HP.COM

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jul 90 20:15:30 GMT
From: steves@ivory.sandiego.ncr.com (Steve Schlesinger x2150)
Subject: Level 7

I'm looking for the author's name and publisher of this novel I read in
high school in the sixties.

Level 7 was the deepest underground control center for managing the
nation's defenses in case of nuclear war.  Once people went down to Level
7, they never returned.  It was a self-sufficient colony.

Thanks.  Please respond by email.

Steve Schlesinger
NCR - 4010
16550 W Bernardo Dr.
San Diego, CA 92127
619-485-2150
steve.schlesinger@sandiego.ncr.com
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Today's Topics:

	   Films - Cherry 2000 & Ray Harryhausen Films (3 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 3 Jul 90 02:39:14 GMT
From: ccastvf@prism.gatech.edu (that's Mr. Bucko to you)
Subject: guilty pleasures

Just watched "Cherry 2000" the other night on HBO. Pretty bad, with the
usual bleak future many movies after Mad Max imitated. But for some
perverse reason I enjoyed it. Maybe it was the fact that one of my
favorites - Melanie Griffith, co-starred. Or the weird touches. Like that
psycho Les with his strange California-style villain. None of this usual
crap about "resistance is useless!". Our male hero (name?) was about
average, but an excellent supporting role was "six-fingered Jake".  I don't
know the guy's name, but he's one of those guys you've seen in million
movies and never disappoints.

Only one question, there was an R rating at the beginning for nudity, etc.
I don't remember any nudity, and maybe one usage of the "F" word. Was this
some kind of mistake?

Vincent Fox
Georgia Institute of Technology
Atlanta Georgia, 30332
uucp:     ...!{decvax,hplabs,ncar,purdue,rutgers}!gatech!prism!ccastvf
Internet: ccastvf@prism.gatech.edu
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Date: 3 Jul 90 16:28:21 GMT
From: leeper@cbnewsj.att.com (Mark R. Leeper)
Subject: Ray Harryhausen Films

		   Annotated Ray Harryhausen Filmography
		      Film comment by Mark R. Leeper

     From 1958 to 1977 Ray Harryhausen was Hollywood's king of film special
effects.  For putting fantasy images on film there was nobody else anywhere
near his class.  He may by the only single technician in cinema history to
have had his own large and active fan following.  For a while there was
even a semi-professional magazine, FXRH, devoted to how he created the
effects he did.  While he had a wide range of effects, many his own
inventions, he is best known for three-dimensional animation, generally
called stop-motion animation, though he calls his brand of it "Dynamation"
or "Super-Dynamation."  As a boy he was fascinated by KING KONG and became
a staunch fan of its animator Willis O'Brien, whom he later worked with.
He grew up a close friend of Ray Bradbury and each influenced the other.

     His films are:

     MIGHTY JOE YOUNG (1949) - Apprenticed to Willis O'Brien, Harryhausen
     helped to animate the title gorilla.  The film itself is a rather
     mundane children's film in the tradition of the Lassie films.  It did,
     however, win an Oscar for its special effects, probably a much-belated
     tribute to KING KONG.

     BEAST FROM 20,000 FATHOMS (1952) - This was Harryhausen's first solo
     feature film.  It tells the story of a dinosaur released by an atomic
     blast who makes his way to New York City.  He wreaks havoc and is
     killed at Coney Island.  Not badly scripted and it gave Harryhausen a
     chance to do dinosaurs on film.  It also started Harryhausen's long
     relationship with Columbia Pictures.  BEAST FROM 20,000 FATHOMS
     spawned many giant monster films in the 1950s and was also the
     inspiration for the first Godzilla film.  BEAST FROM 20,000 FATHOMS
     was based, but not very much, on "The Foghorn" by Bradbury.

     IT CAME FROM BENEATH THE SEA (1955) - In spite of the importance of
     BEAST FROM 20,000 FATHOMS, it did not convince Columbia that
     Harryhausen was an important force.  This film had a lower budget and
     was aimed at a young audience.  A giant octopus from the deep sea
     trenches comes to the surface and menaces San Francisco.  Years later
     Harryhausen revealed that his offer to Columbia was based on the
     number of tentacles they wanted and they settled on six!

     EARTH VS. THE FLYING SAUCERS (1956) - Low-budget again, but you would
     not know it to look at the film.  The saucers were his first attempt
     at flying effects.  The film climaxes with an impressive battle in
     Washington D.C.

     THE ANIMAL WORLD (1956) - Harryhausen was lent to Warner Brothers to
     do the dinosaur effects for a semi-documentary about the evolution of
     animal life.  He worked with O'Brien.  (I do not remember the film
     well and it has not appeared anywhere in many years.)

     TWENTY MILLION MILES FROM EARTH (1957) - Harryhausen's next entry was
     another film targeted for Saturday matinee crowds.  It opens with a
     spectacular scene of a spaceship crashing nose-first into the coastal
     waters off Sicily.  The centerpiece of this film is a creature hatched
     from an egg brought from Venus by the spaceship.  The Ymir, as
     Harryhausen called it, looked like a cross between a man and a
     dinosaur.  The birth of the Ymir is a really nice piece of animation.
     The film could have had a better story but it is still an enjoyable
     monster film.

     THE 7TH VOYAGE OF SINBAD (1958)- Harryhausen wanted to try doing
     animation in color and chose to do an Arabian Nights fantasy that
     would have real monsters.  Somewhat to Harryhausen's surprise, the
     choosy Bernard Herrmann not only agreed to score the film but was
     really enthusiastic about the project.  Harryhausen packed the film
     with wonders such as cyclopes, a dragon, and a monster two-headed
     bird.  Columbia, who had only meager expectations for the movie, found
     it to be one of their best-grossing films that year.  From this point
     on Harryhausen would aim at more adult audiences and have bigger
     budgets to do it with.  Harryhausen's fans generally consider this to
     be his best film.

     THE THREE WORLDS OF GULLIVER (1960) - On the face of it one would
     expect Swift's satiric fantasy to be a perfect project for
     Harryhausen.  Unfortunately, the script was just not very good.  It
     tried too hard to be charming even to the point of throwing in a song
     or two.  Some nice effects work, including a fight with an alligator,
     but generally this was not much fun.

     MYSTERIOUS ISLAND (1961) - Jules Verne's story is pretty much straight
     adventure until science fiction elements enter toward the end.  Not
     content with that, the producers plastered on a number of monsters to
     liven things up and Harryhausen created the monsters.  Included were
     giant bees and a giant crab.  Good score by Bernard Herrmann.

     JASON AND THE ARGONAUTS (1963) - Harryhausen's fans generally consider
     this a classic second only to THE 7TH VOYAGE OF SINBAD among his
     films.  It is probably the best script for any of his films and while,
     generally accurate to the myth, it gave Harryhausen lots of room to do
     the type of effects he does best.  There is an army of skeletons
     (well, perhaps only a platoon), the multi-headed hydra, and flying
     harpies.  But the best effects are a huge Poseidon coming out of the
     sea and the great bronze giant Talos.

     FIRST MEN IN THE MOON (1964) - Only marginally more faithful to its
     source than was MYSTERIOUS ISLAND.  The screenplay is by the excellent
     Nigel Kneale, though it is not one of his best efforts.  Kneale's best
     touch in the film is in the first few minutes.  Harryhausen's effects
     too start out good but become humdrum once the explorers set off for
     the moon.  The effect of the sphere breaking loose of its greenhouse
     and flying skyward makes one wish Wells were around to see it.  What
     we see of the lunar world is adequate but not really imaginative.

     ONE MILLION YEARS B.C. (1966) - On this go-around Harryhausen was
     working for Hammer films.  It was about as good as you could make a
     film about dinosaurs and prehistoric people living together.
     Harryhausen's dinosaurs were done as well as he ever had done them,
     but they could not overcome the premise.  More attention was given to
     Raquel Welch in his first sexy role.  Somebody decided to use a
     photographically enlarged lizard as a dinosaur in one scene, but it is
     hard to believe it would have been Harryhausen.

     THE VALLEY OF GWANGI (1969) - Willis O'Brien always wanted to do a
     film with cowboys against dinosaurs.  O'Brien wanted to call the film
     GWANGI.  He wrote the story for BEAST OF HOLLOW MOUNTAIN but it fell
     short of his vision.  After his death Harryhausen decided to make the
     film and he put in his best dinosaur animation ever.  The story takes
     place in Mexico in cowboy times but the story is still strongly
     reminiscent of KING KONG.  As a Western it is not very good but the
     dinosaurs are great.  There are convincing scenes of live-action
     cowboys roping stop-motion dinosaurs.  I have never figured out how he
     integrated the two and had the ropes connect them.

     THE GOLDEN VOYAGE OF SINBAD (1974) - After a hiatus Harryhausen
     returned to the screen with the second of his Sinbad films.  It
     includes fantastic creatures from many mythologies but its high point
     is a six-armed Kali with all six arms moving at once.  For the first
     time in a while the story was decent (with a notable exception in how
     the villain, played by Tom Baker, was finally dispatched).
     Harryhausen unfortunately put too many of his effects in scenes too
     dark to make out detail.  Good score by Miklos Rosza.

     SINBAD AND THE EYE OF THE TIGER (1977) - The most recent of
     Harryhausen's Sinbad films was released the same weekend as STAR WARS.
     It had some nice creations, such as an intelligent baboon and a
     troglodyte, but there was also some sloppiness with overly obvious
     matte lines.  But its worst feature was a script in which both the
     good guys and the bad guys kept making unrealistically stupid
     blunders.  ("Is this the map you are looking for?  How did you know it
     exists?")  Harryhausen did try something rather ambitious by making
     some of the major characters animations.  But still this film is the
     weakest of the three Sinbads.  (Sinbad always gets the girl at the end
     and is unattached at the beginning of the next film.  It is unclear
     what he is doing with those women.)

     CLASH OF THE TITANS (1981) - Harryhausen's most recent film was for
     MGM rather than his usual Columbia.  This was to be everything JASON
     AND THE ARGONAUTS was, plus having big-budget actors such as Burgess
     Meredith, Laurence Olivier, Maggie Smith, Clair Bloom, and Ursula
     Andress.  It was popular with audiences for a summer but it lacked
     finesse.  Harryhausen did some amazing animation, including an
     excellent flying horse and a spectacular scene of a city engulfed by
     water, but some of the ideas (such as having a cute mechanical owl)
     were simply misfires.  Harry Hamlin was just not a very engaging actor
     as Perseus.  The film ended up ponderous and dull.

     Harryhausen has not made a film since 1981.  Stop-motion effects are
now very common in films and their novelty has worn off.  Harryhausen
mastered them just early enough that he could build a career on them and
become know.  His apprentices, People such as Jim Danforth and Dave Allen,
will probably never be as well-known as their mentor was.  These days stop-
motion effects compete with computerized visual effects, often gory make-
up/prosthetic effects, and rubberized monsters.  There are more special
effects but less sense of wonder.  But there are a lot of fans grateful to
Harryhausen for showing Hollywood what could be done in putting fantasy on
film.

Mark R. Leeper
att!mtgzx!leeper
leeper@mtgzx.att.com
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Date: 5 Jul 90 14:57:08 GMT
From: Russell_Williams.design_women@gateway.qm.apple.com (Russell Williams)
Subject: Re: Ray Harryhausen Films

leeper@cbnewsj.att.com (Mark R. Leeper) writes:
[Summary of and comments on Ray Harryhausen's films]

While I enjoy his movies, his non-animation effects were mostly limited to
the standard fare turned out by commercial Hollywood optical houses.  He
never did anything with mechanical motion (e.g. like the spaceships in
2001, or ILM's go-motion technique).  His effects were often limited
because of budget.  In Earth vs. the Flying Saucers, he couldn't afford to
film multiple takes at high speed of miniatures being destroyed with the
saucers composited in, so he stop-motion animated the buildings
disintegrating and falling, and then just superimposed dust.  It looks
terrible (I think) lots of strobing, very jerky compared to a real (or
miniature) building falling.

Not only has stop-motion become much more common, but go-motion (ILM's
technique of using motors to move stop-motion models during exposure to
eliminate strobing of fast-moving creature parts) is vastly superior (IMHO)
to conventional stop motion.  The animation in Dragonslayer (the first use
of go-motion that I know of) was far better than anything Harryhausen ever
did.  It eliminates that subtly jerky look of all classical stop motion.  I
think that characteristic movement makes traditional stop motion convincing
only for non-biological characters such as the skeletons or Talos in Jason
and the Argonauts.

> I have never figured out how he integrated the two and had the ropes
> connect them. [Cowboys roping dinosaurs in Gwangi]

This effect also appeared in Mighty Joe Young.  Cowboys rope Joe, and 
after they lasso him he pulls them off their horses by the ropes.   
Harryhausen's basic technique was to animate in front of a small screen 
on which the live action was rear-projected.  The cowboys could rope a 
real object which would be hidden by the animated dinosaur or gorilla. At 
any point where the rope passes behind an animated object, there's an 
opportunity to move from the real rope to an animated piece of rope 
(actually a stiff wire, of course). In this way, the portions of rope held 
by the cowboys could be real while any portions interacting directly 
with the animated character can be precisely controlled.  In the case of a 
lassoed gorilla, the rope could be real up to the point where it reaches 
the gorilla's body, and the portion actually around the gorilla would be 
animated.  If all that's happening is that they're tugging back and forth 
on a taut rope, there's no need for any animated rope; the animated
character's hands must only be placed to look like they're holding the 
real rope, which is actually being tugged by something (or someone) behind 
the animated character.

Unrelated trivia: Willis O'Brien died while working on the fire-ladder
scene for It's a Mad, Mad, Mad, Mad World.

------------------------------

Date: 6 Jul 90 07:53:20 GMT
From: boyajian@ruby.dec.com (Cisco's Buddy)
Subject: Re: Ray Harryhausen Films

leeper@cbnewsj.att.com (Mark R. Leeper) writes:
>   THE VALLEY OF GWANGI (1969) [...]
>
>There are convincing scenes of live-action cowboys roping stop-motion
> dinosaurs. I have never figured out how he integrated the two and had the
> ropes connect them.

Certainly a classic stop-motion effects sequence, but it didn't impress me
quite as much as a similar sequence in MIGHTY JOE YOUNG where Joe chases
after and tackles a horse.

>  CLASH OF THE TITANS (1981) [...]
> It was popular with audiences for a summer but it lacked finesse.

I don't think it was all that popular. At least in the Boston area, it
started off big, but ticket sales dropped rapidly. I'm convinced that it
was responsible for the rather poor boxoffice of DRAGONSLAYER, which opened
a month later. I expect that people stayed away from the latter after
having been put off by the former.

>Harryhausen did some amazing animation, including an excellent flying
>horse

It might have been spectacular if left to itself. Unfortunately, remote
shots of the animated Pegasus were intercut with close-ups of a real horse,
and the contrast made the model look pretty bad. The same was true of the
animated Calibos.

> and a spectacular scene of a city engulfed by water [...]

I though that was one of the worst sfx sequence in the entire film. The
matte work was terrible, and displayed the "giant water drop" problem more
than any other film (with the possible exception of SUPERMAN).

>Harryhausen has not made a film since 1981.  Stop-motion effects are
>now very common in films and their novelty has worn off.

And, with all due respect to Harryhausen, he's simply been passed by.  The
animation in DRAGONSLAYER was better than anything Harryhausen has done.
Don't get me wrong, he will always be known and respected for the
pioneering work he did in the field, and deservedly so. And his best movies
will remain classics of the fantastic film. But, for better or for worse,
technology has improved on his art.

 --- jayembee (Jerry Boyajian)
UUCP:	...!decwrl!ruby.enet.dec.com!boyajian
ARPA:	boyajian%ruby.DEC@DECWRL.DEC.COM
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Today's Topics:

			 Books - Tolkien (11 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 3 Jul 90 02:42:36 GMT
From: olsen@hecate.ll.mit.edu (Jim Olsen)
Subject: Re: The Lord of the Rings

In my humble opinion, the idea that Merry killed the Witch-King is silly,
and can only be supported by an imperfect reading of the text.

It is clear that both Merry and Eowyn struck the Nazgul Lord.  Which blow
was fatal?  Consider the sequence of events:

   - Merry strikes a knife-blow to the back of the Witch-King's knee.
     The Witch-King cries in pain and stumbles.

   - Eowyn runs her sword through the Witch-King's neck.
     The Witch-King vanishes forever.

Both from the type of wound and its results, Eowyn's seems the more likely
fatal blow.

Was the Witch-King still living (existent) when Eowyn struck?  Both Eowyn
and Merry became grievously ill, and both sword and knife were destroyed
('all blades perish that pierce that dreadful King').  Therefore, the
Witch-King must still have been in existence before Eowyn's blow.  He
vanished immediately afterward.  How can one avoid concluding that Eowyn's
blow *caused* the King to disappear: i.e., that she killed him?

Much has been made of the statement that Merry's blow broke 'the spell that
knit his [the Witch-King's] unseen sinews to his will.'  In isolation, one
might read this as 'it killed him', but this cannot be right, since the
Witch-King could still cry out in pain, and still existed for Eowyn to
strike.  The only reasonable interpretation is that Merry's knife broke the
spell of invulnerability which had protected the Witch-King for so long.
This enabled Eowyn to deal the fatal blow.

------------------------------

Date: 2 Jul 90 11:53:36 GMT
From: maj@b17a.ingr.com (Meriadoc Brandybuck)
Subject: The Lord Of The Rings

I thank everyone who answered to my query but I guess I should have been
more specific. In the battle of the Pelennor fields the lord of the Nazgul
(i.e. the witch king of Angmar.) is killed. My question is who killed him?
Eowyn attcks him in an attempt to defend Theoden from him, but unless her
sword was a powerful sword long forgotten she should have had little to no
effect on him. All Merry did was stab him above the knee, but I don't think
that would have killed him so I reiterate the question, who killed the
witch king of Angmar?

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jul 90 18:25:10 GMT
From: ecsv24@castle.edinburgh.ac.uk (J Bradfield)
Subject: Re: The Lord of the Rings

hennebry@plains.UUCP (Michael J. Hennebry) writes:
>I for one take "breaking the spell that knit his unseen sinews to his
>will" to imply killing him even in the absence of an additional blow.

On the other hand, Letter no. 246, discussing what would have happened
if Gollum hadn't seized the Ring, says
"the situation as between Frodo and the Eight*"
"* The Witch-king had been reduced to impotence."

which suggests that all Eowyn and Merry achieved was a diminution similar
to that suffered by Sauron when he was "killed" in the downfall of Nu'menor
and by Isildur; presumably he didn't actually die, in the sense of Men,
until the Rings were destroyed.

(I hereby contradict my previous posting. I should learn to check all the
references before posting.)

------------------------------

Date: 4 Jul 90 16:46:52 GMT
From: hennebry@plains.nodak.edu (Michael J. Hennebry)
Subject: The Lord of the Rings

olsen@hecate.ll.mit.edu (Jim Olsen) writes:
>It is clear that both Merry and Eowyn struck the Nazgul Lord.  Which blow
>was fatal?  Consider the sequence of events:
>
>   - Merry strikes a knife-blow to the back of the Witch-King's knee.
>     The Witch-King cries in pain and stumbles.

At this point the Witch-King is dying. Merry's "knife" was the "sword of
the Barrow-downs, work of the Westernesse."

>   - Eowyn runs her sword through the Witch-King's neck.
>     The Witch-King vanishes forever.
>
>Both from the type of wound and its results, Eowyn's seems the more
>likely fatal blow.

If one quits reading here that is a reasonable, but wrong, conclusion.  It
conflicts with Glorfindel's prophecy that the Witch-King's fall would not
be "by the hand of man". Without an article "of man" is not ambiguous. Our
entire sub-species is clearly included. "Of a man" would have been
ambiguous.  Another conflict below.

>Was the Witch-King still living (existent) when Eowyn struck?  Both Eowyn
>and Merry became grievously ill, and both sword and knife were destroyed
>('all blades perish that pierce that dreadful King').  Therefore, the
>Witch-King must still have been in existence before

But he was dying.

>Eowyn's blow.  He vanished immediately afterward.  How can one avoid
>concluding that Eowyn's blow *caused* the King to disappear: i.e., that
>she killed him?

See below.

>Much has been made of the statement that Merry's blow broke 'the spell
>that knit his [the Witch-King's] unseen sinews to his will.'  In
>isolation, one might read this as 'it killed him', but this cannot be
>right, since the Witch-King could still cry out in pain, and still

This is the only positive statement of causalty with regard to the
Witch-King's death. It should not be ignored.  'It killed him' does not
equal 'it killed him instantly'. Is there any other example of a deadly
spell that killed instantly?

>existed for Eowyn to strike.  The only reasonable interpretation is
>that Merry's knife broke the spell of invulnerability which had

How do we even know that there was a spell of invulnerability to break?
Until one can put a sword to him it's hard to tell.

>protected the Witch-King for so long.  This enabled Eowyn to deal the
>fatal blow.
 
Suppose someone injects you in the leg with a swordful of curare, and that
later someone else lops off your arm. Since your heart isn't beating you
might not bleed much. When you die who gets the kill?

Mike
hennebry@plains.NoDak.edu
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Date: 4 Jul 90 21:59:44 GMT
From: gh1r+@andrew.cmu.edu (Gaurang Hirpara)
Subject: Re: Witch-king

hennebry@plains.UUCP (Michael J. Hennebry) writes:
>In any case, disconnecting the Witch-king from all flesh surely
>constituted the "fall" of Glorfindel's prophecy and arguments about who
>caused it are unaffected by the distinction.

Ok. Maybe I'm mis-reading what you mean above but the witch-king is not
flesh.  The prophecy of the nine rings of mortal men doomed to die implies
that these men nine kings, of whom the greatest was the black Numenorian
sorcerer king that became the chief of the Nazgul, would live beyond their
normal life spans, but that this immortality (which Sauron promised the
nine kings when he first approached them with the nine rings) is a
torturous half life.  Each of the nine kings is a slave to the ring, and
completely and totally under the domination of the One, and whoever
controls it. Which leads me to an interesting point, what control does
Sauron have over them if he doesn't have the One, just the idea that he
(Sauron) will definitely recover it?  Anyway, I think the nine are supposed
to be all but invisible, and only their foul presence gives them away to
their enemies (and that ghastly clothing).

> BTW will Arwen die with the world?

Arwen died after the death of Aragorn in the Fourth Age. Her grave is on
Ceren Amroth (sp) in the abandoned Lothlorien (Galadriel left with the
Ringbearers and Celeborn left sometime after that. Which leads me to
another question? How can Elves just go apart like that? i.e. Why didn't
Celeborn go with Galadriel when she left?)

>BTW my recollection is that the Witch-King had been a Man. "Nine for
>mortal men doomed to die."

He had been a man, but he took up on the nine rings which Sauron brought to
him.  Sauron promised him and the other eight kings immortality, which
proved to be a shadow life of vile enslavement to the One ring and Sauron.

------------------------------

Date: 5 Jul 90 01:47:47 GMT
From: rob@baloo.eng.ohio-state.edu (Rob Carriere)
Subject: Re: The Lord of the Rings

Julian Bradfield <jcb@lfcs.ed.ac.uk> writes:
[who killed the wizard-king?]
>On the other hand, Letter no. 246, discussing what would have happened
>if Gollum hadn't seized the Ring, says
>"the situation as between Frodo and the Eight*"
>"* The Witch-king had been reduced to impotence."
>
>which suggests that all Eowyn and Merry achieved was a diminution similar
>to that suffered by Sauron when he was "killed" in the downfall of
>Nu'menor and by Isildur; presumably he didn't actually die, in the sense
>of Men, until the Rings were destroyed.

This is supported in text by:
"`You cannot enter here,' said Gandalf, and the huge black shadow halted.
`Go back to the abyss prepared for you!  Go back!  Fall into the
nothingness that awaits you and your Master.  Go!'"  (V,4:The Siege of
Gondor)

And we know Sauron wasn't killed but broken.

------------------------------

Date: 5 Jul 90 02:24:28 GMT
From: gh1r+@andrew.cmu.edu (Gaurang Hirpara)
Subject: Re: The Lord of the Rings

>We know that Sauron was not killed but broken.

But does that mean he could come again? There is a passage which says
Sauron was reduced to a harmless spirit of malice, which I guess means the
same thing. Since Sauron placed much of himself in the One ring, it's
undoing would rip out that portion from Sauron, wouldn't it?

Along the same lines, has anyone come across any official-like stuff that
says explicitly what Sauron is? There are many scattered explanations of
his origins. The most common I've heard is that he is a fallen Eldar from
the War of the Silmarils.

------------------------------

Date: 5 Jul 90 15:06:33 GMT
From: goudreau@larrybud.rtp.dg.com (Bob Goudreau)
Subject: Re: The Lord of the Rings

> It conflicts with Glorfindel's prophecy that the Witch-King's fall
> would not be "by the hand of man". Without an article "of man" is
> not ambiguous. Our entire sub-species is clearly included. "Of a man"
> would have been ambiguous.

If this is the case, then why does Tolkien go to all the trouble to:

1)  Have the Witch King sneeringly tell Eowyn about the prophecy (and
    thus his supposed invulnerability).
2)  Have Eowyn make her famous "But no man am I!" reply.
3)  Have doubt and confusion then descend upon the Witch King?

Besides, I think your "man"/"a man" argument is spurious.  The word "man",
without preceding article, sometimes certainly *is* used to refer to only
the male members of humanity.  That it is also used to refer to humanity in
its entirety, I do not dispute.  But why use the non-obvious interpretation
when the obvious one is there staring us in the face, complete with
foreshadowing by Tolkien?

And on yet another front, Tolkien was in the habit of using capital letters
when referring to specific races (e.g., "the city of the Men of Numenor",
"the last alliance of Elves and Men").  Glorfindel's prophecy, I believe,
uses the lower-case "man", thus referring to a male human, as opposed to a
member of the race of Men.

>>existed for Eowyn to strike.  The only reasonable interpretation is
>>that Merry's knife broke the spell of invulnerability which had
>
> How do we even know that there was a spell of invulnerability to
> break? Until one can put a sword to him it's hard to tell.

It doesn't matter one way or the other whether there was a spell of
invulnerability.  The distraction (and loss of use of one leg) alone is
enough to explain how Eowyn was able to land a fatal blow where none had
been landed before.
 
Bob Goudreau
Data General Corporation
62 Alexander Drive
Research Triangle Park, NC  27709	
+1 919 248 6231
goudreau@dg-rtp.dg.com
...!mcnc!rti!xyzzy!goudreau

------------------------------

Date: 5 Jul 90 16:17:25 GMT
From: hennebry@plains.nodak.edu (Michael J. Hennebry)
Subject: Re: Witch-king

gh1r+@andrew.cmu.edu (Gaurang Hirpara) writes:
>Ok. Maybe I'm mis-reading what you mean above but the witch-king is not
>flesh.

I guess I should have made it clear that I was being quite generous with
what I was willing to call flesh: any material that is part of any creature
of any sort. Tolkien does refer to "undead flesh" and "unseen sinews". He
doesn't say what it was made of, but I was calling it flesh. It's flesh
with which the Witch-king no longer has any connection.

>> BTW will Arwen die with the world?
>
>Arwen died after the death of Aragorn in the Fourth Age. Her grave is on
>Ceren Amroth (sp) in the abandoned Lothlorien (Galadriel left with the
>Ringbearers and Celeborn left sometime after that. ...

When men's bodies die men go to the Halls of Mandos and will outlive the
world. Elves are reborn in their "children", which I take to mean
descendants, but die with the world. Is Arwen in the Halls of Mandos? Will
she be reborn in a descendant? What about Luthien? Unlike Arwen she was
born an elf, not a cross-breed, but surrendered her "immortality" for
Beren.

>...Which leads me to another question? How can Elves just go apart like
>that? i.e. Why didn't Celeborn go with Galadriel when she left?)

Perhaps they just have different ideas from men about how much time
constitutes a long separation. They definitely have different ideas about
what constitutes a long life.

Mike
hennebry@plains.NoDak.edu

------------------------------

Date: 5 Jul 90 20:19:02 GMT
From: lucas@scicom.alphacdc.com (Kevin Lucas Lord)
Subject: Re: The Lord of the Rings

gh1r+@andrew.cmu.edu (Gaurang Hirpara) writes:
> Along the same lines, has anyone come across any official-like stuff that
> says explicitly what Sauron is? There are many scattered explanations of
> his origins. The most common I've heard is that he is a fallen Eldar from
> the War of the Silmarils.

   He was Aule's (Aule was the smith Vala) chief servant before the
creation of EA. Melkor (Morgoth) corrupted Sauron and Sauron became
Melkor's lieutenant. After Melkor was captured and thrown out of EA (after
the war of wrath) Sauron fled into eastern Middle-Earth as Beleriand (part
of Middle-Earth during the first age) sank. Thus the second age began. The
Valar granted the Adan (known in the third age as the dunedain) Numenor, an
Island from which you could see Tol Eressa (an island off the coast of
Aman). Sauron resurfaced in Mordor and waged war on the elvish countries of
the west. The Numenorians aided the elves drive off Saurons attack after
Sauron laid waste to Eregion (An elvish country probably marked as Holland
on your map) and Elrond led the few remaining elves of Eregion and founded
Rivendell. Sauron then destroyed Numenor by corrupting them. Only the
Dunedain escaped and they founded Gondor and Arnor. The two nations worked
together and formed the last alliance of elves and men and destroyed
Sauron's power for the remaining second age.

   I hope this sums up what you wanted to know.

lucas@scicom.alphacdc.com
{ncar,nbires,boulder,isis}!scicom!lucas

------------------------------

Date: 5 Jul 90 21:15:57 GMT
From: olsen@hecate.ll.mit.edu (Jim Olsen)
Subject: Re: The Lord of the Rings

>>   - Merry strikes a knife-blow to the back of the Witch-King's knee.
>>     The Witch-King cries in pain and stumbles.
>
>At this point the Witch-King is dying.

Hogwash.  What was he dying of?  The breaking of his spell?  The Witch-King
bore one of the Great Rings!  He needed no spell to merely preserve his
life.  Even without a spell to knit his sinews to his will, he would still
have lived indefinitely, barring mishaps.  Eowyn provided such a mishap.

>>Eowyn's seems the more likely fatal blow.
>
>It conflicts with Glorfindel's prophecy that the Witch-King's fall would
>not be "by the hand of man". Without an article "of man" is not ambiguous.

On the contrary.  The prophecy *is* ambiguous (as prophecy often is).  One
could read it as 'of mankind' or 'of a man'.  The straightforward reading
is the former, but the straightforward reading of a prophecy is often not
the correct one.

>>[I discuss the notion that Merry's blow killed the Witch-King, and point
>>out that he still lived when Eowyn decapitated him.]

>'It killed him' does not equal 'it killed him instantly'.  Is there any
>other example of a deadly spell that killed instantly?

If you read more carefully, you will see that Merry's knife did not cast
any spell on the Witch-King, deadly or otherwise.  It merely negated a
spell the Witch-King had cast on himself.

Even if we accept the preposterous idea that the Witch-King was dying, this
doesn't mean that Merry killed him.  It merely means that Merry would have
killed him if Eowyn hadn't stepped in and killed him first.  As long as you
grant that the Witch-King was alive before Eowyn's blow, and not alive
afterward, it is immaterial whether Merry's blow would have killed the King
eventually, given enough time.  There wasn't enough time.  Eowyn's blow
caused the death, and Merry's blow didn't.  Therefore, Eowyn killed the
Witch-King.

------------------------------
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Date: 26 Jun 90 18:25:02 GMT
From: whh@pacbell.com (Wilson Heydt)
Subject: Re: Comments on Harlan Ellison's Article in IASFM

jmann@bigbootay.sw.stratus.com (Jim Mann) writes:
>I have heard a few examples of pros doing some absolutely idiotic,
>sometimes nasty things:

I *did* "see" a serious problem with a pro whom I won't name.

I was on a panel with the pro who showed up 3/4 sloshed.  When he couldn't
make a point with logic, he'd try volume.  Altogether a painful
experience...

Hal Heydt
Analyst, Pacific*Bell
415-823-5447         
whh@pbhya.PacBell.COM

------------------------------

Date: 27 Jun 90 03:50:42 GMT
From: markb@ann-arbor.cimage.com (Mark Bernstein)
Subject: Re: Comments on Harlan Ellison's Article in IASFM

Brad Templeton writes:
>I think we all know there are some wacko fans out there.  Ellison wants to
>drive the point home and make people more aware of it.
>
>If Ellison brought that home to people, that's good.

   It's good, but is it sufficient?  I finally read the essay today, and I
admit to being, for lack of a better word, appalled.  I knew there were
problems, and I knew there were some pretty disturbed types, but I didn't
realize how bad it is.  And after seventeen years in fandom, I'd have to
say that the problems have gotten worse as fandom has grown.  (Laurie,
after reading your article in "Lan's Lantern" about Boskone, I'd guess that
you're as aware of that as anyone.)

   I'm not one to sit around wailing, however.  I'd like to invoke
Sturgeon's motto, and "Ask The Next Question".  The question, simply, is
what can those of us who care about fandom, and want to improve the
situation, do?  How can we discourage the kinds of behavior described?

   A few thoughts come to mind, and feedback would be most appreciated.

  1) More emphasis on educating neos.  A lot of cons have Neofan Panels,
and I think that's great.  Is there some way that concept can be expanded
on, so that word can be spread a little better as to the need to think
before speaking or acting?  It doesn't do a thing for the truly abusive
types central to many of Ellison's anecdotes, but some of his citations can
be attributed to simple ignorance and thoughtlessness, and education is the
best cure there.

   2) A greater willingness to impose sanctions on offenders, and a
*public* stance by con committees communicating that willingness.  (I can
cite a real example here.  ConClave has, for several years now, contained
in the program book the sentence "The committee reserves the right to deny
membership to, or revoke the membership of, any attendee whose behavior
poses a danger to other attendees, or seriously impairs the ability of
other attendees to enjoy the convention."  I remember the words well, I
wrote them.  To date, only one person has been ejected, an action that
garnered that year's committee nothing but praise, and I now wonder if we
should have acted more often.)  By sanctions, I mean only those things that
the members of a committee have the authority to do, of course.  You get
drunk and run up and down the halls screaming, your membership is revoked.
You physically attack someone (I include vomit throwing in that category),
you get banned from the con for life, and the hotel gets asked to eject you
if you show up.  You steal, you get turned over to the police.

   3) A greater willingness on the part of individual fans to take action
against offenders, and I don't mean punching them out.  If you see some
idiot pulling a fire alarm at 3 AM, *tell the committee*.  If you know
someone who pulled a harmful "prank" like signing some author up for
unwanted merchandise and magazine subscriptions, *write that author with
full information*, so that s/he can then choose whether or not to pursue
legal action.
   Would I really be that kind of "snitch"?  Damn straight I would.  The
difference between that and calling the police to report that a neighbor is
running a crack house is one of degree, not kind.  Harmful and illegal
actions are harmful and illegal actions, and those who are responsible
should be held accountable.

   I'll shut up now.  It's almost midnight, and I'm going to bed.  I *had*
to say something, though, because I like fandom a lot, and I want it to be
as good a place as possible.

Mark Bernstein

------------------------------

Date: 27 Jun 90 11:14:40 GMT
From: jjmhome!lmann@m2c.m2c.org (Laurie Mann)
Subject: Re: Comments on Harlan Ellison's Article in IASFM

Thanks for your comments.

I think your article is a good example of how to disagree with someone
constructively without flaming them.

>This crap happens. Not just to Harlan, but to lots of folks, professional
>and fannish. You don't make it go away by talking about all the great
>stuff that fans also do, that's a separate issue. You also don't make it
>go away by killing the messenger.

Precisely.  It is not my intention, either here on the net, in any response
I write to Gardner, or in Proper Boskonian to "shoot the messanger."  My
purpose is to remind people, particularly those who have little contact
with fandom, that Harlan describes things that RARELY happen.  Yes, these
things are bad, but he's blown a few awful incidents way out of proportion.

>You make it go away by acknowledging that fandom is both good and bad, by
>encouraging the good and by discouraging the bad. Fandom's attitude,
>unfortunately, tends to be to try to either rationalize the bad parts ("it
>happens elsewhere" - true but irrelevant) or to ignore it.

>Rather than respond to Harlan, take it as a challenge to deal with the
>issues.  There are fans out there that are, if not actively hostile to
>people, socially maladjusted enough to cause problems that give all fandom
>a bad name. You don't fix that name by pretending the problems don't
>exist.  You fix it by trying to resolve the problems.

Well, I like to think I'm part of the solution, not part of the problem.
As a co-chair of the '88 Boskone, I think we took a reasonably constructive
approach to the problem of those people who hang onto fandom only to trash
hotels and behave badly to everyone.

>I grew up in Harlan Ellison territory and went to cons where I saw Harlan
>savaged (in absentia).  We're not talking 'the fun poking of" or "the
>pricking of the ego", we're talking hard-line abuse, with two or three
>people in a con suite saying amazingly nasty and outlandish things to
>rooms of laughter.

Some pros (and FANS too) are legendary in that way.  Harlan is certainly
one of them.  Though for all the bad Harlan stories, there are good Harlan
stories, because he HAS made some positive contributions, both to fandom
and to SF.

>>4.  The notion that fandom has no redeeming aspects at all.
>For Harlan, that's very true. Enough has happened to him that he no longer
>has a place for fandom. All the good stuff in fandom is useless if you've
>been made unwelcome enough that you can't take advantage of it.

I think your comments on my other points are valid.  I'm not so sure about
this comment.  Harlan is one of those people who has antogonized a number
of other people in fandom.  When you have that kind of reputation in
fandom, you're going to be antagonized back.  And just because Harlan and
fandom have such an "ambiguous relationship" doesn't mean it's a waste of
time for the rest of us.

>Truth is, that fandom, like real life, has problems.  Harlan dealt with
>one of them.  Telling me that he didn't talk about all these other
>problems doesn't invalidate his comments at all.

I didn't try to invalidate his comments.  I tried to provide some context
and balance to them.

Thanks again.  See you at Westercon.

Laurie Mann
harvard!m2c!jjmhome!lmann
lmann%jjmhome@m2c.m2c.org
Laurie_Mann@es.stratus.com
uunet!lectroid!es!Laurie_Mann

------------------------------

Date: 27 Jun 90 17:05:02 GMT
From: chuq@apple.com (That's MR. Idiot to you)
Subject: Re: Comments on Harlan Ellison's Article in IASFM

markb@ann-arbor.cimage.com (Mark Bernstein) writes:
>   1) More emphasis on educating neos.  A lot of cons have Neofan Panels,
>and I think that's great.

They definitely help. But a lot of the problem cases are the neo-fans.
They're the folks who don't care what others think, or are in some cases
crashers and not members in the first place. Or folks who think that they
don't need instruction. A lot of the stuff that was discussed in Ellison's
article isn't caused by neos, but by people who should know better but
don't.

People only go to neofan panels if they think they'll be interesting or
learn something. You can't force them to go, or listen. (Just ask people
who teach traffic school.)

>   2) A greater willingness to impose sanctions on offenders, and a
>*public* stance by con committees communicating that willingness.  (I can
>cite a real example here.  ConClave has, for several years now, contained
>in the program book the sentence "The committee reserves the right to deny
>membership to, or revoke the membership of, any attendee whose behavior
>poses a danger to other attendees, or seriously impairs the ability of
>other attendees to enjoy the convention."

Definitely! You act stupid, you leave. You get a reputation, you don't get
to come back next year.

>   3) A greater willingness on the part of individual fans to take action
>against offenders, and I don't mean punching them out.  If you see some
>idiot pulling a fire alarm at 3 AM, *tell the committee*.

Yes but, you don't even have to go that far. How many times have you been
in a convention where people have been acting really stupid and nobody told
them to cut it out? Simply saying "don't do that." goes a long way.
Telling the giggling twits in the back of the room to let you listen to the
panel, for instance. It's fun seeing the "mule hit by a 2x4" expression
show up on their face. It usually works, too. Too many folks get away with
stuff because nobody tells them not to. It doesn't take a committee unless
they're unwilling to cooperate or doing something really nasty.

Chuq Von Rospach
chuq@apple.com

------------------------------

Date: 27 Jun 90 17:41:16 GMT
From: f3w@mentor.cc.purdue.edu (Mark Gellis)
Subject: Re: Comments on Harlan Ellison's Article in IASFM

I like the comments made by Mark Bernstein, but I thought I would make one
additional suggestion.  Instead of banning people from a con for life, why
not make it for a certain number of years (two or three years is a long
time for a seventeen-year-old) on the first offense, and then for life if
the person still hasn't learned.  Some people really are abusive cretins
who should be banned from cons, but a lot of offenders are simply young and
stupid, and a two-year ban might be enough of a slap in the face to wake
them up and make them behave like human beings.  Since the whole idea of
fandom is to have fun, and since one of the things that I have noticed
about fandom that marks it as so different from the mundane world is that
we try to be a supportive community, I would rather take a chance on most
first offenders, give them a chance to realize that they are being idiots,
give them a chance to say "I'm sorry, I was an asshole, can I have another
chance?" than to simply cut them off forever.  Banning people for life does
protect the rest of the fans, and the pros, and in some cases I think it
might be justified, but in other cases I think it would needlessly harsh.
In fact, I have a feeling that with a lot of people, simply explaining the
problem might be enough.  I am reminded of a friend who is now well-known
in the SCA who, at one of his first events, was mock-fencing with another
newbie with live steel, a young lady came up to him, put her hand on his
shoulder, and said, "M'lord, that is simply not done."  He tells me he felt
more embarrassed than he had in years and made a point of being very
careful about what was and was not proper behavior at events from that
point on.  Had he simply been banned, the Middle Kingdom would have missed
forever one of its most honored and talented members.

------------------------------

Date: 27 Jun 90 17:50:23 GMT
From: cozzlab@garnet.berkeley.edu
Subject: Re: Comments on Harlan Ellison's Article in IASFM

chuq@Apple.COM (That's MR. Idiot to you) writes:
>markb@ann-arbor.cimage.com (Mark Bernstein) writes:
>>   3) A greater willingness on the part of individual fans to take action
>>against offenders, and I don't mean punching them out.  If you see some
>>idiot pulling a fire alarm at 3 AM, *tell the committee*.
>
>Yes but, you don't even have to go that far. How many times have you been
>in a convention where people have been acting really stupid and nobody
>told them to cut it out? Simply saying "don't do that." goes a long way.
>Telling the giggling twits in the back of the room to let you listen to
>the panel, for instance. It's fun seeing the "mule hit by a 2x4"
>expression show up on their face. It usually works, too. Too many folks
>get away with stuff because nobody tells them not to. It doesn't take a
>committee unless they're unwilling to cooperate or doing something really
>nasty.

Trouble is: you know what they will say when you do this?

   "MIND YOUR OWN BUSINESS!!"

   "Do you work here?  Are you on the committee?  Do you work for the
   hotel?  Then get out of my face and mind your own business!"

When you are shy, as I am, this can be extremely painful.  It isn't just
the nastiness of it, it's the injustice; as if you went around telling
others what to do for the fun of it, when in fact it took six minutes to
work up the courage to open your mouth.  The episode in Ellison's article,
where poor Barry Longyear was so terribly traumatized by somebody asking
him, "So who are you and what have you done?" would not have bothered me in
the slightest: I'd have replied cheerfully, "Nobody at all, and I haven't
done a thing," and been perfectly happy.  But I think (mind you, I say I
_think_) I'd rather be hit by warm vomit than be told I was an interfering
Mrs. Grundy who went around interfering in people's personal lives for
pleasure when all I'd said was, e.g., "The sign says we shouldn't feed the
animals."  The vomit washes off; the injustice sinks in.

But since I do not go to cons any more (nor to the zoo much either), it has
ceased to be my problem for the most part.  I don't know what the rest of
you are going to do.

------------------------------

Date: 27 Jun 90 13:27:49 GMT
From: rmj@tcom.stc.co.uk (Rhodri James)
Subject: Re: Comments on Harlan Ellison's Article in IASFM

   Curiously for a group which expects to have its imagination stretched,
fandom seems to exhibit an alarming tendency to make snap judgements and
stick with them. This happens amongst the perfectly nice people as well as
the idiots (I can think of a few examples off the top of my head), and
tends to encourage an atmosphere that makes such idiocies as Harlan wrote
about "acceptable" in some sense.
   I would guess that the nature of fandom itself is at the root of this.
D. West once described fandom as "the game played well". While face is
everything to a fan in this manner, then he or she has to stick to his
guns, right or wrong, nice or nasty, or he or she isn't playing the game
anymore. Any ideas on how to reduce this lemming-like idiocy?

   A side note on Chuq's comments on legalistic manoeverings: the
streotypical Brit is supposed to be very careful to do things "right", by
the rules. This attitude is entirely alien to British Fandom, who regard
the thought of actually holding a meeting in accordance with "Robert's
Rules", say, with outright horror. Rules are generally regarded as being
there for guidance only, which is why it will take a lot of British fans a
long time to forgive the decision to exclude Steven Hawking's "A Brief
History of Time" from the non-fiction Hugo nominations last year!

------------------------------

Date: 27 Jun 90 19:52:58 GMT
From: lsc%chryse@sun.com (Lisa S Chabot)
Subject: Re: Comments on Harlan Ellison's Article in IASFM

chuq@Apple.COM (That's MR. Idiot to you) writes:
>markb@ann-arbor.cimage.com (Mark Bernstein) writes:
>>   1) More emphasis on educating neos.  A lot of cons have Neofan Panels,
>>and I think that's great.
>...
>People only go to neofan panels if they think they'll be interesting or
>learn something. You can't force them to go -- or listen. (Just ask people
>who teach traffic school...)

Well, I agree this has potential and while it's not a guarantee of good
behavior, it may plant seeds.  And while we're at it, what about not just
talking about how to behave oneself, but also letting them know that if
they see something stupid/dangerous going on, they too are full members of
the con and are allowed/encouraged to remind other members to cool it, and
what badges to look for and where if a situation is beyond their capability
but needs some attention.  Within reason, of course: I'm not urging the
indoctrination of a pack of little toadies; just like everyone else, a way
of encouraging us all to be responsible.

Attitudinal drifts like this take time!  Can't expect any one course of
action will cure all ills, or even very many right away.  But that's no
reason to do nothing.  :-)

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	       Books - Brooks & Crowley & Gerrold (2 msgs) &
                       Moorcock & Simmons (3 msgs) & Williams &
                       Wilson & Wolfe (2 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 2 Jul 90 17:00:22 GMT
From: gh1r+@andrew.cmu.edu (Gaurang Hirpara)
Subject: Scions of Shannara

I just finished reading this. It's the first Brooks book that doesn't start
and finish the story in the same book, more or less. A couple of quick
questions and I'll be out of your hair:

1) Any ideas as to why Cogline all of a sudden is behaving rationally (I
   mean, in Wishsong he's just hopping around acting like a lunatic)?

2) What is the significance of Boh in Walker's name? I mean, he's a direct
   descendant of Brin, so why did he take the name Boh? It says that he
   gave up Omhsford to take the name Boh, from his mother's side. Does that
   imply that the Omhsfords and the Bohs were linked somewhere along the
   line, and if so, isn't that too odd a conicidence?

3) The bit with Coll and Rimdar Dall at the end is still bugging me. Does
   anybody else out there think that the Sword of Shannara that Par has is
   a fake, and hence couldn't hurt Rimdar when he told Par to touch it to
   him?  I mean, Coll's death was a fake also, so...

Anyway, that's it for now. Thanks for your time.

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jul 90 03:44:48 GMT
From: boyajian@ruby.dec.com (Cisco's Buddy)
Subject: Re: John Crowley and _Aegypt_

ELE@psuvm.psu.edu (Jeremy Crampton) writes:
>I have just reread it (and liked it even more than the first time) and
>reread too Greg Feeley's review in _Foundation_ where he claims it is the
>first of four books with the overall title of _Aegypt_.  However, it has
>been 5-6 years since Crowley wrote the book, and I have not heard of any
>"sequel."

It may well have been 5-6 years since he *wrote* it, but it's only been
three since it was published. Give him time. I'd rather he took his time
and produced work of the quality he's known for. Consider that he's
published 6 books in the 16 years since THE DEEP was released. That
averages out to about 2.5 years per book. Since NOVELTY came out just over
a year ago, I reckon we have another year and a half to wait. Or more
likely even longer, when you consider that we had to wait 6 years between
LITTLE, BIG and AEGYPT.

 --- jayembee (Jerry Boyajiand)
UUCP:	...!decwrl!ruby.enet.dec.com!boyajian
ARPA:	boyajian%ruby.DEC@DECWRL.DEC.COM

------------------------------

Date: 4 Jul 90 16:31:30 GMT
From: deon@kant.informatik.uni-kl.de (Ramsey Deon)
Subject: Re: Gerrold, again (sigh!)

K42@dhdurz1.BITNET (Monika Best) writes:
>1: is there actually a book called "When HARLIE was Two", and if so, can
>   somebody help me to get it?

I think what your'e refering to is just When HARLIE was One V2.0. IMHO
there's no such thing as "When Harlie was Two"

>2: what are the differences between the old and the revised versions of
>   book 1 and 2 of the Chtorr series?

It's been a while since I read the first version, but there seemed to be
almost no difference. The one that does come to my mind was a humorous
episode about several AI programs tying up the legal system of America over
the question of which of two twins was to get an inheritance. All in all,
the difference isn't worth buying the new books, unless you like Gerrold's
books very much.

Deon Ramsey
deon@informatik.uni-kl.de

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jul 90 17:02:35 GMT
From: k@hprnd.hp.com (Steve Kao)
Subject: Re: David Gerrold

David Gerrold also co-authored a novel with Larry Niven entitled _The_
_Flying_Sorceror_.  Despite the title, it was hard (but humorous) science
fiction.  It was told from the viewpoint of an aborigine tribe encountering
an explorer from Earth, whose last name was translated as "As a shade of
purple-gray".  The natives wound up calling him "Purple."  It is an
excellent novel.

Steve Kao

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jul 90 22:19:54 GMT
From: harres@outlaw.uwyo.edu (John M Harres)
Subject: Re: SF-LOVERS Digest   V15 #255

> The discussion of the "Steampunk" genre reminded me of a pair of parallel
> world novels by Michael Moorcock (I think).  One was entitled The Steel
> Tsar (the title is a pun on the party-name of the real-world counterpart
> of a main character).  The name of the other one escapes me, The Warlord
> of the Air perhaps?  Both stories push archaic technology forward in
> time.

The trilogy deals with a character named Oswald Bastable.  Even Catherine
Cornelius (and the author, according to the book) show up in these.  The
books are:

   The Warlord of the Air
   The Land Leviathan
   The Steel Tsar

Unfortunately, they are difficult to get a hold of.  Used book stores only!

John Harres
University of Wyoming                
harres@uwyo.bitnet
harres@corral.uwyo.edu

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jul 90 00:24:51 GMT
From: ben@spcvxb.spc.edu (Ben Cohen)
Subject: Dan Simmons - Hyperion/The Fall of Hyperion

Hello, all.
   I just finished reading "Hyperion" and "The Fall of Hyperion" (it's more
of an extended novel that got cut in two and then glued back together by
the SFBC) by Dan Simmons. Two questions:
   1) Does anyone know if he's written anything else?
   2) Has anyone else read these two, and, if so, what were/are your
thoughts on them? Personally, I found that it was _incredibly_ hard to put
down once I got started ["Sleep? Nah. I want to finish this book. I can
always sleep later..." :-)]. The story, while somewhat convoluted, is
absolutely fascinating and kept me enthralled. (I could say more, but I
want to see what/if anyone else says (anything)).

Ben Cohen			
Saint Peter's College
Jersey City, NJ  
1-201-451-5959
Bitnet:   Ben@SPCVXA
Internet: Ben@spcvxa.spc.edu
UUCP:	  ...!rutgers!njin!spcvxb!ben

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jul 90 05:59:45 GMT
From: erich@near.cs.caltech.edu (Erich Schneider)
Subject: Re: Dan Simmons - Hyperion/The Fall of Hyperion

ben@spcvxb.spc.edu (Ben Cohen) said:
>I just finished reading "Hyperion" and "The Fall of Hyperion" (it's more
>of an extended novel that got cut in two and then glued back together by
>the SFBC) by Dan Simmons. Two questions:
>    1) Does anyone know if he's written anything else?

Yes. _Phases_of_Gravity_ and _Song_of_Kali_, among others.

>    2) Has anyone else read these two, and, if so, what were/are your
> thoughts on them? Personally, I found that it was _incredibly_ hard to
> put down once I got started ["Sleep? Nah. I want to finish this book. I
> can always sleep later..." :-)]. The story, while somewhat convoluted, is
> absolutely fascinating and kept me enthralled. (I could say more, but I
> want to see what/if anyone else says (anything)).

These two books are among some of the best SF I have read. This is
primarily for three reasons. First, Simmons has a style which flows very
well; it's very easy to get caught up in the work and not stop. Second, the
story fits together nicely; watching the various threads weave together is
fascinating.  Third, and most important for me, is the depth that is
alluded to. SF as a genre is defined primarily by the backgrounds of its
stories. Simmons creates a feeling of depth by having a very detailed
interstellar society and by alluding to background events very briefly
without feeling he has to burden us with explanation. Things that fall into
this category are: the Masada ceremony, the various battles alluded to in
Fedmahn Kassad's tale (Chinese hovertanks in Brasilia?! Japanese-English as
a standard tounge of Earth?), literary works of the future, in the Poet's
tale (Stukatsky's "Visions in the Eye of a Decapitated Child"), weird Web
religions (Zen Gnosticism), the Schraeder Zen Massif on Mars, et cetera ad
infinitum. Simmons, in essence, has enough background for a well-grounded
story but doesn't get bogged down by feeling he must explain every
reference.

Erich
erich@tybalt.caltech.edu
erich@through.caltech.edu

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jul 90 13:50:22 GMT
From: ben@spcvxb.spc.edu (Ben Cohen)
Subject: Re: Dan Simmons - Hyperion/The Fall of Hyperion

erich@near.cs.caltech.edu (Erich Schneider) writes:
> Yes. _Phases_of_Gravity_ and _Song_of_Kali_, among others.

Oh. Good. I'll need to look for these.

> for three reasons. First, Simmons has a style which flows very well;
> it's very easy to get caught up in the work and not stop. Second, the
> story fits

   As someone once said, "No kidding." I wound up finishing the two in a
couple of days (with only occasional breaks for eating and sleeping).
   Also, his style tends very much to draw you in, so that you start to get
a "feel" for the characters and the whole situation.

> together nicely; watching the various threads weave together is
> fascinating.

Definitely. It's one of the most complex stories that I've read and, yet,
he didn't get carried away by the complexity. I know that sounds strange,
so I'll try to elaborate. In both books, he's got a lot going on
simultaneously; moreso in TFoH. Yet, he never loses track of what is
happening "now", and is able to re-establish the "nowness" in scene changes
without the reader feeling like "oh, great. Another paragraph of what's
going on here..."
   Hyperion is interesting, in that once I started seeing the different
stories (of the pilgrims) unfold, my first thought was "A reworked
Canterbury Tales?".  In some ways it is, but it's not just a derivation. I
suspect that might have been the original source for the story, but he was
able to take the _idea_ of a futuristic CT and go beyond that into
something truly original.

> Third, and most important for me, is the depth that is alluded to. SF as
> a genre is defined primarily by the backgrounds of its stories. Simmons
> creates a feeling of depth by having a very detailed interstellar society
> and by alluding to background events very briefly without feeling he has
> to burden us with explanation. 

True. What's interesting is that he does this with incredibly little
explanation. For example, the "fatline". I don't think it's until the end
of TFoH that he really starts to explain what a fatline is ["Maybe God got
tired of us writing graffiti on his big toe" - great line :-)]. But, by a
few pages into the book, we've already got a sense of how it works in that
society. Sort of like knowing that a telephone is a way of communicating
with someone around the planet, but not knowing (or caring) about how it
works. [You pick this up and you push these buttons, being all that's
required.]

> ad infinitum. Simmons, in essence, has enough background for a
> well-grounded story but doesn't get bogged down by feeling he must
> explain every reference.

Yes. An SF author who can actually _write_! Hallelujah!

Ben Cohen
Saint Peter's College
Jersey City, NJ
1-201-451-5959
Bitnet:   Ben@SPCVXA
Internet: Ben@spcvxa.spc.edu
UUCP:	  ...!rutgers!njin!spcvxb!ben

------------------------------

Date: 29 Jun 90 01:04:06 GMT
From: njw@doc.imperial.ac.uk (Nick Williams)
Subject: The Dragonbone throne by Tad Williams

In need of a book the other day, I picked this one up. I haven't seen it in
sf-lovers, so I thought I'd say a few words on it.

I thought it was great. Tad Williams has also written a book called
"Tailchaser's Song", which I haven't read, but going by his writing style,
I think I'll read it soon.

The Dragonbone throne is the first in a series (surprise) fantasy novel.
There are the usual assortment of races, and despite a warning by the
author, I find much of the story so far pretty predictable But it is very
well written.

His world has got a lot of depth (Tad's writing is very descriptive and
impressive) although I'm sorry to say that the characters do not have
enough depth.  When one of the major characters gets killed, I thought
"okay, so he's dead, now what..?"

Strange. The characters aren't deep enough. The plot is fairly predictable,
but I thought the book was excellent.  The thing that makes the book good
is description of the world it is in - it's history, etc.

Oh well.

Nick Williams
Project Athena, MIT
Imperial College
London, UK
njw@athena.mit.edu
njw@doc.ic.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jul 90 19:15:31 GMT
From: ecl@cbnewsj.att.com (Evelyn C. Leeper)
Subject: A HIDDEN PLACE by Robert Charles Wilson

		   A HIDDEN PLACE by Robert Charles Wilson
	     Bantam Spectra, 1989 (1986c), ISBN 0-553-26103-7
		     A book review by Evelyn C. Leeper

   A hobo camp during the Depression may not seem the most auspicious
opening scene for a fantasy novel, but at least one has to agree that it
has not been over-used and that, more than likely, the book it begins is
not just another Tolkien rip-off.  And A HIDDEN PLACE is most definitely a
different sort of fantasy.

   From the very first scene, which introduces Bone, who seems to be a
cross between a psychotic and a mental defective, the reader finds herself
(or himself, but hey, I'm the reviewer so I should at least get top
billing) involved with a most unlikely set of characters.  There's Bone, of
course, but there's also Travis Fisher, who drifts into town to live with
his Puritanical, Bible-Belt-religious relatives after his
less-than-Puritanical mother has died.  And there's Anna Blaise, a strange
young woman who lives in the attic of his relatives' house and affects
everyone's lives most unexpectedly.

   These characters soon find themselves swept up in the bigotry and
narrow-mindedness of the times, or for that matter of any time.  To say
what develops from this, how the characters interact, and how it is
resolved, would of course be giving away too much, and I wouldn't want to
do that, because (as you might have guessed) I'm going to recommend that
you read this book.  It probably isn't a spoiler to say that Anna and Bone
are as much symbols for aspects of our own humanity as they are characters,
and that this is perhaps paradoxically what makes them in turn the
fleshed-out characters they are.

   This is not to say that sometimes the prose isn't, well, overripe.  For
example, this sentence (on page 14) made me feel as if I had fallen into
the Bulwer-Lytton Fiction Contest: "Haute Montagne ('where the railroad
meets the wheatfield') might once have wanted to be a city, but that
ambition had died, or at least had been set aside, like the hope chest of a
young woman destined for spinsterhood, in the Depression that had come like
a bad cold and stayed to become something worse, some lingering if not
fatal disease."  (For those who don't know, the Bulwer-Lytton Fiction
Contest is a contest for the WORST starting sentence of a novel.)  Maybe
the fact that I just read the third volume of winners [?] in that contest
influenced me here.  On the other hand, one wonders if bad writing is not
sometimes in the eye of the beholder and if some of the "bad" beginnings
were presented as good beginning sentences, we wouldn't belive that as
well.  But now I'm drifting off into my regular rant against the Kirk
Poland Memorial Bad Prose Competition..

   But overly florid writing notwithstanding (or perhaps even
contributing), A HIDDEN PLACE is a book well worth seeking out.

Evelyn C. Leeper
+1 201-957-2070
att!mtgzy!ecl
ecl@mtgzy.att.com

------------------------------

Date: 2 Jul 90 01:39:03 GMT
From: GACOHEN@pucc.princeton.edu (Geoff Alexander Cohen)
Subject: Gene Wolfe: Castleview

   I just finished Gene Wolfe's latest, _Castleview_, which concerns a
family moving from Chicago to an old-fashioned town called Castleview, in
which it is possible to glimpse a castle off in the distance. (Thus the
name!)  It started off pretty well, and I enjoyed Wolfe's first dealings
with modern reality in novel form, and there are some pretty surprisingly
enjoyable and yet mainstream-type characters (surprising in the
mainstream-ness, not enjoyable.)

   Now don't get me wrong, I'm a very big Wolfe fan, and would recommend
him almost without reservation as the best science-fiction author today.
However, I DIDN"T GET IT!!!!! :(.  Yes, I'm used to him being pretty
opaque, for example Fifth Head of Cerberus, as I saw in a recent post.  But
after a re-reading, I think I got a lot (not all) of what he meant in that.
_There Are Doors_ is a little harder, but still excellent, and I was left
with a sense of completion, if not closure.

   But _Castleview_ left me cold, confused, and angry.  Could someone out
there give some advice as to what happened?  In the words of Orson Scott
Card himself, "Altogether, one of the most disappointing books I've ever
read."  It seems he was as confused as I.  Card says in another essay, "I
wish Gene Wolfe would take pity on his not so smart readers and EXPLAIN
WHAT HAPPENED!"  Amen!

Geoff Cohen
Center for Energy and Environmental Studies
Princeton University

------------------------------

Date: 5 Jul 90 17:17:58 GMT
From: mbrown@tonic.osf.org (Mark Brown)
Subject: Re: Gene Wolfe: Castleview

GACOHEN@pucc.Princeton.EDU (Geoff Alexander Cohen) said:
> I just finished Gene Wolfe's latest, _Castleview_, which concerns a
> family moving from Chicago to an old-fashioned town called Castleview,
> in which it is possible to glimpse a castle off in the distance. (Thus
> the name!)

Geoff, re-read CASTLEVIEW slowly, this time with an eye for Arthurian
Legend...you know, Camelot and all that.

I'm led to understand that it's *very* subtly done, and to get some of the
references requires *extensive* knowledge of the Arthur Mythos.

Mark Brown
mbrown@osf.org
uunet!osf!mbrown

------------------------------
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Date: 12 Jul 90 14:29:32 GMT
From: schouten@sp20.csrd.uiuc.edu (Dale Schouten)
Subject: Long Dark Teatime (Spoiler ?)

I just finished reading Douglas Adams ``Long Dark Tea-Time of the Soul'', A
Dirk Gently novel and I have a question.

*** SPOILER FOLLOWING ***

I realize this was probably discussed before (when I was young and foolish
and didn't read this group, say the week before last), but I've got a
nagging question about `LDTT...', namely, What's the deal with this eagle
???  Am I missing some obvious symbolism ?  Would it be painfully obvious
to me if I had been raised in London, or if I had studied Norse Mythology ?
Or is it something Adams just put in there to annoy people like myself, or
even to have obscure references to it in future (or past) books ?

Thanks.

Dale
schouten@uiuc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jul 90 02:05:49 GMT
From: rsoft!mindlink!a710@van-bc.wimsey.bc.ca (Crawford Kilian)
Subject: Re: Dan Simmons - Hyperion/The Fall of Hyperion

By now, Ben Cohen has heard from plenty of people about Dan Simmons' other
books.  For my money the best is Phases of Gravity. Not Sf in the general
sense, perhaps, but it obeys the dictum that Sf be a story which could not
happen without the scientific component.  Baedecker, the ex-astronaut, is a
memorable character, and so are his friends and relatives.  This is
probably the first book that makes spaceflight a nostalgia trip.

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jul 90 12:53:33 GMT
From: leo@duttnph.tudelft.nl (Leo Breebaart)
Subject: Re: Dan Simmons - Hyperion/The Fall of Hyperion

erich@near.cs.caltech.edu (Erich Schneider) writes:
>ben@spcvxb.spc.edu (Ben Cohen) said:
>> 2) Has anyone else read these two, and, if so, what were/are your
>> thoughts on them? Personally, I found that it was _incredibly_ hard to
>> put down once got started [...]
>These two books are among some of the best SF I have read. 

CAVEAT: I have read only the first book, 'Hyperion'.
But I was a bit disappointed, actually.

>This is primarily for three reasons. First, Simmons has a style which
>flows very well - it's very easy to get caught up in the work and not
>stop.

This I can agree with. Simmons is fun to read, and difficult to put down.
The 'how' of his storytelling is top-of-the-line. It is the 'what' that was
not to my liking.

>Second, the story fits together nicely; watching the various threads weave
>together is fascinating.

Well, yes, but not all the threads are handled equally well. I had a few
problems there (all highly subjective and IMHO of course).  My main gripe
was with the Consul's tale at the end of the book: it is *very* short and
sparse. It is almost as if he just *had* to finish it in fifteen or so
pages. Considering how the Consul is the red line throughout the book, I
had expected something much more exciting, and better developed.

Another problem I had was, well, with the rather heavy-handedness of it
all. Lots of Religion, Significance and Symbolism. It got a bit much for
me, I must confess.

Has anybody else noticed how on the other hand, Dan Simmons uses some
rather corny humor now and again to offset the pretentiousness ? (E.g. the
first sentence of the Private Eye's tale: "I knew this case was going to be
special when he walked into my office..."; the horribly forced pun at a
rather dramatic moment in the Consul's tale).

I appreciate the effort, but this didn't really work for me at all. 

>Third, and most important for me, is the depth that is alluded to. SF as a
>genre is defined primarily by the backgrounds of its stories. Simmons
>creates a feeling of depth by having a very detailed interstellar society
>and by alluding to background events very briefly without feeling he has
>to burden us with explanation.

Again, this is true, but it is not that uncommon in SF as you seem to think
it is. Simmons is not to be praised because he *uses* this technique, but
because he uses it *well*. Another author for example who was rather good
at this was Heinlein. (On a much more basic level, I hasten to add, and
only in my depraved personal opinion. Let's not start another war.)

>Simmons, in essence, has enough background for a well-grounded story but
>doesn't get bogged down by feeling he must explain every reference.

I must repeat that mentioning-but-not-explaining fake literature,
religions, wars, personalities etc. is one of the most used/abused SF
techniques that I can think of.

Admittedly, the second most used/abused SF technique I can come up with is
the endless-explanations-of-all-the-author's-clever-inventions one.

>"Even the AI hated [my book]?"
>"The AI _loved_ it. That's when we knew for sure that _people_ were going
> to hate it."

This is a nice quote indeed. But other than that the Poet's tale was the
worst of them all. The first half was very cliche, the second half very
ridiculous. To me.

Leo Breebaart
leo@duttnph.tudelft.nl

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jul 90 16:57:19 GMT
From: ben@spcvxb.spc.edu (Ben Cohen)
Subject: Re: Dan Simmons - Hyperion/The Fall of Hyperion

leo@duttnph.tudelft.nl (Leo Breebaart) writes:
> My main gripe was with the Consul's tale at the end of the book: it is
> *very* short and sparse. It is almost as if he just *had* to finish it in
> fifteen or so pages. Considering how the Consul is the red line
> throughout the book, I had expected something much more exciting, and
> better developed.

But if you think about it, the Priest's tale was (in different ways)
similarly sparse. One of the common threads (although not common to all of
the pilgrims) is that they're not there for _themselves_ but as a direct or
indirect result of actions of others. [Father Hoyt because of Father Dure';
The Consul because of his (grand)parents; Sol Weinbaum because of his
daughter; Brawne because of John Keats. (Please forgive any omissions in
names, misspellings, etc.)]
   The whole point of the Consul's tale was that all these things in his
past led to his betrayal, not only of the Hegemony, but of the Ousters as
well.
   [Also, IMHO, Hyperion really _needs_ The Fall of Hyperion to be
complete. I don't think they stand as well as separate pieces.]

> Another problem I had was, well, with the rather heavy-handedness of it
> all. Lots of Religion, Significance and Symbolism. It got a bit much for
> me, I must confess.

It's a belief system. Once you accept the Shrike as an actual being, the
mythos, etc. surrounding the Shrike starts to make sense. Also, you
_really_ need the revelations at the end of TFoH to understand how
everything fits together.

> Has anybody else noticed how on the other hand, Dan Simmons uses some
> rather corny humor now and again to offset the pretentiousness ? (E.g.
> the first sentence of the Private Eye's tale: "I knew this case was going
> to be special when he walked into my office..."; the horribly forced pun
> at a rather dramatic moment in the Consul's tale).

Hadn't really noticed it. Or, if I had, it didn't seem out of character for
the speaker.
   Consider, then, the deadly seriousness of Sol's tale. That's (again,
IMHO) one of the more gripping sections of the book once Rachel's "disease"
starts to run its course.

> Again, this is true, but it is not that uncommon in SF as you seem to
> think it is. Simmons is not to be praised because he *uses* this
> technique, but because he uses it *well*. Another author for example who
> was rather good at this was Heinlein. (On a much more basic level, I
> hasten to add, and only in my depraved personal opinion. Let's not start
> another war.)

[First off, I like Heinlein... That said:]
   I don't think Heinlein used this technique as much as you might think.
He just hid his explanations in other parts of the story without having
them jump out at you and go, "Boo! I'm explaining my world to you."
   In both books, there are sections of the "technology" of the day that
just aren't explained, period. You're left to understand how they fit in.
Example: the "time-debt" that keeps being talked about. No one comes out
and says what this means [Yes, I know it's relativistic time effects.].
However, after it gets used enough you understand what he's talking about.
There's a big difference between the two.
   There's only one other author I've seen use this technique although not
as successfully - Christopher Rowley in The War For Eternity. It's not as
successful there because he doesn't provide enough common-place usages for
things to make them understandable early enough. [Whenever I recommend
Rowley, I always say, "You've got to make it through the first 100 pages.
After that, everything becomes clear."]

> This is a nice quote indeed. But other than that the Poet's tale was the
> worst of them all. The first half was very cliche, the second half very
> ridiculous. To me.

Hmmm, I _liked_ Silenus' tale. It gives an insight into the person (as do
all of them) and why they're making the pilgrimage.

Ben Cohen
Saint Peter's College
Jersey City, NJ  USA
1-201-451-5959
Bitnet:   Ben@SPCVXA
Internet: Ben@spcvxa.spc.edu
UUCP:	  ...!rutgers!njin!spcvxb!ben
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Date: 12 Jul 90 11:09:10 GMT
From: leo@duttnph.tudelft.nl (Leo Breebaart)
Subject: Re: Dan Simmons - Hyperion/The Fall of Hyperion

ben@spcvxb.spc.edu (Ben Cohen) writes:
[ in answer to an earlier posting of mine ]
>But if you think about it, the Priest's tale was (in different ways)
>similarly sparse.

How can you say that? The Priest's tale (or at least the one he told) was
the best developed one of all. Or do you mean that it is Father Hoyt
himself who figures only briefly in the tale? That is true, but the tale is
indeed enough to give us insight in why Hoyt is a pilgrim. The *entire*
Consul's tale is short, and gives me way too little insight in the workings
of the mind of a man who is betraying and doublecrossing whole parts of
humanity, and who may be the direct cause of the War to End All Wars.

>One of the common threads (although not common to all of the pilgrims) is
>that they're not there for _themselves_ but as a direct or indirect result
>of actions of others.

I think I knew this sub-consciously, but I had not really noticed it.
You're right of course, good point.

>   [Also, IMHO, Hyperion really _needs_ The Fall of Hyperion to be
>complete. I don't think they stand as well as separate pieces.]

Granted. I will certainly buy 'Fall of...' as soon as possible. But it is
precisely because of this that I did not vote for 'Hyperion' on my Hugo
ballot. Such an award should be given to a complete work, not to half a
work, however promising that half may seem, or however fantastically good
the complete work turns out to be.

>> Another problem I had was, well, with the rather heavy-handedness of it
>> all. Lots of Religion, Significance and Symbolism. It got a bit much for
>> me, I must confess.
> It's a belief system. Once you accept the Shrike as an actual being, the
> mythos, etc. surrounding the Shrike starts to make sense.

I know. I just feel he overdoes it a bit.

>> Has anybody else noticed how on the other hand, Dan Simmons uses some
>> rather corny humor now and again to offset the pretentiousness ?
> Hadn't really noticed it. Or, if I had, it didn't seem out of character
> for the speaker.

The humor is not so much out of character as well as definitely *outside*
the characters and their tales, and understood *only* by the author and
reader.  It is to me as if he is making fun of their dead-serious stories
behind their backs. This kind of meta-humor works fine for the Hitchhikers
Guide, but here it falls flat.

>   I don't think Heinlein used this technique as much as you might think.
>He just hid his explanations in other parts of the story without having
>them jump out at you and go, "Boo! I'm explaining my world to you."

Well, perhaps that is what I meant by "at a more basic level". One counter
example that I can think of: Heinlein nowhere explains the world he uses in
'I Will Fear No Evil'. But I know, that world does not have the depth of
the Web.

> There's only one other author I've seen use this technique although not
> as successfully - Christopher Rowley in The War For Eternity.

Never read Rowley. How about Zelazny in his more serious works? He
certainly expects the reader to do a *lot* of work.

> Hmmm, I _liked_ Silenus' tale. It gives an insight into the person (as do
> all of them) and why they're making the pilgrimage.

It may work that way for you, but I stay by my point: the tale is half
cliche/half ridiculous. Can't argue about tastes I suppose. So let's not.

Thanks for the discussion.

Leo Breebaart
leo@duttnph.tudelft.nl

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jul 90 20:25:21 GMT
From: ben@spcvxb.spc.edu (Ben Cohen)
Subject: Re: Dan Simmons - Hyperion/The Fall of Hyperion

leo@duttnph.tudelft.nl (Leo Breebaart) writes:
> How can you say that? The Priest's tale (or at least the one he told) was
> the best developed one of all. Or do you mean that it is Father Hoyt
> himself who figures only briefly in the tale? That is true, but the tale
> is indeed enough to give us insight in why Hoyt is a pilgrim. The
> *entire* Consul's

I think I meant a bit of both. Just as a "top of my head" example, there's
no explanation of how Hoyt managed to wind up with Dure''s cruciform (not
to mention his own).

> tale is short, and gives me way too little insight in the workings of the
> mind of a man who is betraying and doublecrossing whole parts of
> humanity, and who may be the direct cause of the War to End All Wars.

However (and this is revealed in TFoH), the Consul has been very nastily
manipulated by a lot of parties. I thought there was actually enough
insight at that point (also, remember that we've seen quite a bit of
Hegemony society, so a lot of that background wasn't needed) to understand
his motivations.

> Granted. I will certainly buy 'Fall of...' as soon as possible. But it is
> precisely because of this that I did not vote for 'Hyperion' on my Hugo
> ballot. Such an award should be given to a complete work, not to half a
> work, however promising that half may seem, or however fantastically good
> the complete work turns out to be.

I'm certainly willing to grant this. I think it would have been much
smarter if they had been published as a "mega-novel" (for want of a better
term), rather than two separate books. On the other hand, the writing style
(POV, especially) changes significantly between the two books and the break
would have been noticeable if it were all in one book. [On the other, other
hand, he might have written differently if it was all going to be one book.
{Didn't I just run out of hands? :-)}]

>[Discussion of religion deleted...]
> I know. I just feel he overdoes it a bit.

Well, at least he doesn't really preach/proselytize. He's merely presenting
it as "This is the way this particular universe developed." with very
little beyond that.

> The humor is not so much out of character as well as definitely *outside*
> the characters and their tales, and understood *only* by the author and
> reader.  It is to me as if he is making fun of their dead-serious stories
> behind their backs. This kind of meta-humor works fine for the
> Hitchhikers Guide, but here it falls flat.

Hmmm, hadn't really noticed this. Could you come up with some other
examples since nothing has jumped out at me.

> Well, perhaps that is what I meant by "at a more basic level". One
> counter example that I can think of: Heinlein nowhere explains the world
> he uses in 'I Will Fear No Evil'. But I know, that world does not have
> the depth of the Web.

Ah, another reason to hate IWFNE. :-) [It's the one RAH book that I
absolutely abhorred. Normally I'm an RAH fan.]

> Never read Rowley. How about Zelazny in his more serious works? He
> certainly expects the reader to do a *lot* of work.

Side note: You should try Rowley. Specifically "The War for Eternity" (with
the prior proviso about making it through the first 100 pages :-) or "The
Vang: The Military Form".
   Hadn't really noticed that about Zelazny. Unless you're talking about
the mythological/religious systems that he incorporates. Then, I'm willing
to grant that some work might be necessary, but he usually provides
sufficient information. [I'm presuimg that you're thinking about books like
"Lord of Light", "Children of Light and Darkness", etc.]

Ben Cohen
Saint Peter's College
Jersey City, NJ  USA
1-201-451-5959
Bitnet:   Ben@SPCVXA
Internet: Ben@spcvxa.spc.edu
UUCP:	  ...!rutgers!njin!spcvxb!ben
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Today's Topics:

	   Books - Brin (2 msgs) & Rick Cook & Hogan (2 msgs) &
                   McCaffrey & Tepper & Zelazny (7 msgs) &
                   Books on Books & Request Answer &
                   Suggestions

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 12 Jul 90 01:31:19 GMT
From: Dan_Bloch@transarc.com
Subject: Don't read _Earth_

I just finished _Earth_, by David Brin.  From the ugly cover (designed for
marketing as mainstream fiction) to the irritating typographical
conventions (using small print for memories or voices coming over radios)
to the multitude of two-dimensional larger-than-life characters, gee-whiz
fake science plot, mysticism, deus-ex-machina, and sheer 600-page tedium, I
can't remember when I've been more disgusted with myself for finishing a
book.

This is especially disappointing because it does achieve occasional
brilliance early on, and Brin throws away a fascinating, well thought-out
future and any number of potentially interesting *human scale* characters
and situations to achieve this tripe.

Sigh.

Dan Bloch
dan@transarc.com

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jul 90 16:27:18 GMT
From: everett@hpcvra.cv.hp.com (Everett Kaser)
Subject: Re: Don't read _Earth_

Sorry, can't let such a negative review go uncontested.  I recently read
'Earth' myself, and quite enjoyed it.  Maybe it's just the flood of fantasy
druck that's flooded the markets in the last 10-15 years, maybe it's the
memories of the Lensman series I read as a kid, lo, these many years ago,
maybe it was just a good book.  It wasn't classic SF 'literature', but it
was certainly a thought provoking and very enjoyable read.

Everett Kaser
Hewlett-Packard Company
Corvallis, Oregon
Albany, Oregon
(503) 750-3569
...hplabs!hp-pcd!everett
everett%hpcvra@hplabs.hp.com

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jul 90 22:16:00 GMT
From: ECZ5ACK@oac.ucla.edu (Andy Kohler)
Subject: Rick Cook

Someone recommended a book by Rick Cook to me.  He wasn't sure of the
title, but said it involved a computer programmer who developed a program
which allowed him to perform magic, or enter a magical world.  I checked
the local book stores and found two books: *The Wizard Compiled* and
*Wizard's Bane* (I think).  The two books seemed to be the same;
unfortunately, no store had both so I was unable to directly compare them.
Is anyone familiar with these?  Are they the same book with different
titles?  Thanks for any information.

Andy Kohler
ecz5ack@UCLAMVS 
ecz5ack@OAC.UCLA.EDU

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jul 90 13:46:46 GMT
From: rfm.RochX4@xerox.com
Subject: Inherit the Stars

I am interested in any info regarding a book called Inherit the Stars by
James Hogan.  Is this one book or part of a trilogy?

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jul 90 08:01:51 GMT
From: griep@hubble.ifa.hawaii.edu (David Griep)
Subject: Re: Inherit the Stars

rfm.RochX4@XEROX.COM writes:
>I am interested in any info regarding a book called Inherit the Stars by
>James Hogan.  Is this one book or part of a trilogy?

It is the first book of a trilogy. The second is The Gentle Giants of
Ganymede and the the third is Giant's Star. The trilogy is a well written
hard science fiction book about alternative version of man's origin on
Earth, explaining the asteroid belt and Pluto and meeting some new ET
friends.

David M. Griep 
NASA IRTF
Mauna Kea, Hawaii 
(808) 961-3902
griep@hubble.ifa.hawaii.edu

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jul 90 20:41:30 GMT
From: ST401844@brownvm.brown.edu (Stewart Crall)
Subject: McCaffrey and Moon

I recently got through "Sassinak" by McKaffrey and Moon, and I thought I
would warn people that it is not a specially good read.  The first part,
the plot of which seems to have been lifted from Heinlein's "Citizen of the
Galaxy" was not too bad, although it was not nearly so well developed as
Heinlein's.  Then the book turned into some sort of space academy book.
This is where I started to get a feeling of eating mush with very little
sugar.  Then it turned into a Startrek-like space opera, but there was a
lot of padding and very little action or character development or anything.
In fact, the image I got in my mind was that the main character, Sassinak
was one of those women in a leather tutu with a whip saying "do this" and
"do that" and then grinning when the orders are obeyed.  And for some
reason the dialog seemed rather flavorless, with no voices coming into my
head as I read them. Also, this is no book for the kiddies, even though it
looks as though it is aimed at preteen girls, because it promotes a
promiscuous lifestyle.  Perhaps that is the way people become in isolated
environments, but that is no lifestyle to expose to young girls you want to
become ladies.

I had much better luck with Phyllis Eisenstein's alternate history book.
It is a pleasant book, although a bit explicit in places, and the evolution
of western society is pretty well thought out for the case where the
Spanish armada won.  I also had good luck with a reread of Alexei
Pansshin's "Star Well".  "Sassanak" simply is not in the same league as
these books, in terms of readability.  Luckily I got "Sassinak" out of the
library instead of buying it.

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jul 90 11:47:56 GMT
From: leo@duttnph.tudelft.nl (Leo Breebaart)
Subject: Grass

I can't understand why there has been no discussion about the upcoming Hugo
awards. In rec.arts.movies they talk of nothing else once it gets to be
Academy Awards time, but over here all has been silence.

Well, I voted for 'Grass', the novel by Sheri S. Tepper.  'Hyperion' was ok
(see the Hyperion discussion currently going on), but I feel that awards
should not be given to incomplete novels. The other books were also ok,
only less so (especially 'Prentice Alvin'. Yawn).

But 'Grass', now that is a book of the kind that I thought was not being
made anymore. You see, my favourite type of Science Fiction is 50's/60's
SF, and 'Grass' reminds me very much of some of the best novels written in
those days (you know, Sturgeon, Brunner, Clarke, those people).

First off, it is not an 'epic' of any kind. It is a single, complete novel,
which tells a story. Period. For the life of me I can't see a way in which
anybody could, or would want to, make a Grass II. That's nice, these days.
(Of all the other nominations, only Poul Anderson's entry is a solitary
novel.)

Second, it is an 'easy' book. It focuses on the ideas, and the central
plotline, and it does not really try to be literature. As a consequence, we
get somewhat stereotypical characters (our brave, unsure, and slightly
humorless heroine, her cheating, arrogant husband, the friendly old man,
the hostile old priest, etc.), who all behave in the expected, familiar
ways. You may well believe that all this is completely outdated and boring,
but Tepper's writing is really good, and she keeps such a steady pace that
you won't have time to get bored.

As I said, this is a novel of Plot, not a novel of Character. The various
plot elements themselves have also been around for a number of decades:

  We have a planet with very interesting alien Flora, Fauna and Ecology.

  This planet has several Mysteries, which our heroine must unravel.

  Mankind suffers under a Universal religious Evil Empire.

  There is this mysterious Disease that threatens all Mankind, and a
  possible cure is only one of the aforementioned mysteries.

  There is a highly advanced Alien Race, that has mysteriously become
  extinct.

And this is only a partial list. Tepper has taken all these elements firmly
in hand, given them a new twist here and there, and created a novel that
has certainly given me more enjoyment then all the other Hugo nominees put
together.

Do I have any criticisms? Well, yes. At the end the pace slackens a bit,
and we get rather bogged down in the heroine's coming to terms with
religion and God's ultimate reason for the creation of Mankind. I think
some paragraphs could have been cut there. But that is only a small
nitpick.

My favourite part of the book is the beginning. Piece by piece we are given
explanations about the planet Grass and its inhabitants. But every piece of
info is given in such a way that it immediately raises a multitude of new
questions (i.e: "Aha. So these people are going on a hunt." <turn turn,
read read> "So, these are not real Earth horses and dogs then?" <turn turn,
read read> "Mmmm, now why is it so horrible if one of the dogs looks at one
of the girls?" <turn turn, read read> "Say, how *BIG* are these animals
really??!". Et cetera.).

I have given this book to a number of people to read, and so far *everyone*
liked it a lot.  What does the net think? And does anybody have any
recommendations as to what other works of Sheri S. Tepper I might enjoy?
She apparently has written a lot, but this has been the only one of her
books I've read so far.

Leo Breebaart
leo@duttnph.tudelft.nl

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jul 90 21:12:58 GMT
From: howell@bert.llnl.gov (Louis Howell)
Subject: Re: Knight of Shadows

quasar@samurai-cat.ctt.bellcore.com (Laurence R. Brothers) writes:
>I'd like to see the primal theogony for the Amber universe.  The Courts of
>Chaos are a little too well-organized (and not all that powerful,
>considering) to have been eternal and unchanging before Dworkin's original
>treason.

For one thing, let's not get the whole Metaphysics of Amber thread started
again.  This was beaten to death months ago.  For another thing, it's not
at all certain that even Zelazny knows for sure what is going on.  He
started writing Nine Princes based on ideas for the action in the first 50
pages or so, NOT by working out a detailed shadow physics and Amber family
tree.  Amber is an almost perfect example of a series which wrote itself.
IMHO it should have just ended with the Courts of Chaos, but the fans
wanted to shell out $$$ for more books.

Disclaimer: This is not to say I don't eagerly snap up each new installment
myself, I just think Z could do better by giving us new material.

Louis Howell

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jul 90 22:54:16 GMT
From: schouten@sp20.csrd.uiuc.edu (Dale Schouten)
Subject: Re: Knight of Shadows

quasar@samurai-cat.ctt.bellcore.com (Laurence R. Brothers) writes:
>  * No, I don't think the ring is controlling Merlin.

While it may not be completely ``Controlling'' him, it's obviously a bad
influence, given the way he treated Frakir and suddenly got kind of cold
and greedy (re: Brand's old sword).  Good points otherwise.

Dale Schouten
schouten@uiuc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jul 90 23:15:21 GMT
From: dmc900@fac5.anu.edu.au (David M Clarke)
Subject: Re: knight of shadows

wbfst1@unix.cis.pitt.edu (William B Fisher) writes:
>dmc900@fac5.anu.edu.au (David M Clarke) writes:
>>How about, as a possibility, that Ghostwheel is to Corwins pattern, as
>>the Logrus is to the Primal Pattern of Amber.
>
>I'd say that Corwin's Pattern:GhostWheel::Primal Pattern:Pattern in Rebma
>perhaps.  Remember that the Logrus is (as I see it) the base from which
>the Pattern was drawn. (Dworkin was a Chaos kid, and he drew the pattern).
>The way I see your analogy is that GhostWheel caused Corwin to create the
>pattern, or created it for Corwin, which I just don't agree with.

Actually I didn't really mean it, as regards any idead of meta-physical
parentage or whatever, more as a case of, what the two can become towards
each other.  Sort of a pairing up of the major control forms, in Amber's
multi-verse.  (Otherwise with two primal patterns, and one Logrus, chaos
would seem to be on the losing end).

So we have primal pattern vs. logrus (Order vs. Chaos) and Corwin's pattern
vs. Ghostwheel (?Emotion/Compassion/Life? vs. Logic) I haven't read the
fourth book of Merlin yet, hasn't reached the shops here.

Osric
dmc900@fac3.anu.edu.au

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jul 90 21:08:29 GMT
From: fmayhar@hermes.ladc.bull.com (Frank Mayhar)
Subject: Re: knight of shadows

wbfst1@unix.cis.pitt.edu (William B Fisher) writes:
> I'd say that Corwin's Pattern:GhostWheel::Primal Pattern:Pattern in Rebma
> perhaps.  Remember that the Logrus is (as I see it) the base from which
> the Pattern was drawn. (Dworkin was a Chaos kid, and he drew the
> pattern).  The way I see your analogy is that GhostWheel caused Corwin to
> create the pattern, or created it for Corwin, which I just don't agree
> with.

Wrong-o!  Both the Primal Pattern and Corwin's Pattern were drawn using the
Jewel of Judgement, which has the _real_ primal pattern within it.  The
Logrus may be another reflection of the pattern within the Jewel, or
something else entirely.  It looks like the reality of Amber is a lot more
complex than just the Pattern and the Logrus fighting things out.  They're
just part of something much larger.

And when is Corwin going to step back in?

Anyone know when the next installment is due out?

Frank Mayhar
Bull HN Information Systems Inc.
Los Angeles Development Center
5250 W. Century Blvd.
LA, CA  90045
(213) 216-6241
fmayhar@hermes.ladc.bull.com
..!{uunet,hacgate}!ladcgw!fmayhar

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jul 90 17:24:13 GMT
From: brad@looking.on.ca (Brad Templeton)
Subject: Re: knight of shadows

Why can't the Ghostwheel be what they say it is - a magic-aided artificial
intelligence?  It is not impossible for technology to overpower nature, you
know.  It's kind of the point.

Brad Templeton
ClariNet Communications Corp. 
Waterloo, Ontario
519/884-7473

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jul 90 14:04:50 GMT
From: quasar@samurai-cat.ctt.bellcore.com (Laurence R. Brothers)
Subject: Re: knight of shadows

> How about, as a possibility, that Ghostwheel is to Corwin's pattern, as
> the Logrus is to the Primal Pattern of Amber.

This is a cute thought, but I doubt it. Ghostwheel seems to operate only in
the main Pattern universe, not Corwin's. I suppose Z could use some weasely
explanation if it turned out to be true, though. I don't remember (from
Courts of Chaos) if that dancer with the rose was mentioned before or after
he inscribed the Pattern.  If after, then maybe she is the archetype.

Besides, Corwin was not particularly technical, so why should his pattern
manifest itself in a computer (particularly one someone else made,
particularly one imbued with Logrus forces).

Laurence R. Brothers
Bellcore
Computer Technology Transfer
Knowledge-Based Systems
quasar@bellcore.com

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jul 90 19:14:34 GMT
From: peg@cs.brown.edu (Pete Granger)
Subject: Knight of Amber

This has probably been discussed already, but I haven't been reading
sf-lovers for a while. Anyone know when Zelazny's "Knight of Amber" will be
released to bookstores? I've seen it in the SFBC ads for a few months now,
but when I've checked at my local bookstore, they haven't been able to find
out anything about it.

Please mail responses. Thanks.

Pete Granger
...!brunix!peg
peg@cs.brown.edu

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jul 90 03:30:17 GMT
From: prine%@rutgers.edu (Ron Prine)
Subject: book on books

The book I have is:

   A Reader's Guide to Science Fiction
   Baird Searles, Martin Last, Beth Meacham, Michael Franklin
   ISBN 0-380-46128-5
   First Published 1979  Avon
   Pages 266  (contains: If you like a$ you will love b$
                         Last and First Books  (Series list)
                         Awards: What won what  (Hugos, Nebulas)
                         Recommended books to read/have in library
                         History of Sci-Fi)

I was told about this.

Thanks to:
   Richard Vermaas
   Graeme Mullin  

   Bloomsbury Good Reading Guide to Science Fiction and Fantasy
   M.H. Zool - pseodonym for contributors
   ISBN  0 7475 0387 7
   First Published 1989
   Pages 160

------------------------------

Date: 5 Jul 90 01:56:01 GMT
From: hhaller@pnet01.cts.com (Harry Haller)
Subject: Re: Level 7

Level 7 was written by Mordecai Roshwald.  My question to the group: did he
ever do anything else of comparable quality?

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jul 90 16:47:06 GMT
From: fuzzy@athena.mit.edu (Pinkdex - TNG)
Subject: Re: Suggestions?

   Here's a couple you might appreciate, by some "hot" writers:

   _Orphan of Creation_ by Roger MacBride Allen.  Concerned with
anthropology, paleontology and the question of just who and what we call
"human."

   _Orbital Decay_ by Allen Steele.  Cross 2001 with Dark Star, throw out
all the aliens and non-scientific silliness, add a healthy dollop of the
workaday lives of most of the characters in The Abyss.  I bet this book had
Pournelle and Bova biting their tongues.

   _The Steerswoman_ by Rosemary Kirstein.  This is *not* a fantasy, it is
100% sf, merely presented totally from the viewpoint of someone who doesn't
know better.  It will make you appreciate both genres better.

Connie Hirsch
fuzzy@athena.mit.edu

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	 Television - Star Trek (7 msgs) & Gerry Anderson (4 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 27 Jun 90 18:00:04 GMT
From: dlow@hpspcoi.hp.com (Danny Low)
Subject: Re: Star Trek : TNG

>So, what did other people think of the final cliffhanger?

Cliffhanger? There's no mystery. The Enterprise fires. The Borg ship is
damaged but not destroyed. The Away team gets their opportunity to beam
back aboard and Dr. Crusher gets to reverse Picard's condition.  If the
ending is intended to be a cliffhanger, it's a poorly done one.  However
this is one of the better New Guys episodes. I can only hope part two
follows up properly instead of weaseling out as the shows have done so much
so in the past.

Danny Low
HP SPCD
dlow%hpspcoi@hplabs.hp.com
...!hplabs!hpspcoi!dlow 

------------------------------

Date: 29 Jun 90 17:39:52 GMT
From: jcbourne@athena.mit.edu (Juliet C Bourne)
Subject: Re: Star Trek : TNG

dlow@hpspcoi.HP.COM (Danny Low) writes:
>>So, what did other people think of the final cliffhanger?
>
> Cliffhanger? There's no mystery. The Enterprise fires. The Borg ship is
> damaged but not destroyed. The Away team gets their opportunity to beam
> back aboard and Dr. Crusher gets to reverse Picard's condition.  If the
> ending is intended to be a cliffhanger, it's a poorly done one.  However
> this is one of the better New Guys episodes. I can only hope part two
> follows up properly instead of weaseling out as the shows have done so
> much so in the past.

But what if they decide to kill off Picard entirely so that Riker is left
in command (finally!) of the Enterprise?

Julie Bourne

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jul 90 18:07:16 GMT
From: ted@welchlab.welch.jhu.edu (Ted Ying)
Subject: Re: Star Trek : TNG

jcbourne@athena.mit.edu (Juliet C Bourne) writes:
>But what if they decide to kill off Picard entirely so that Riker is
>left in command (finally!) of the Enterprise?

Then we should grieve.  The actor portraying Picard (sorry, I only watch it
about once a month), is the best actor on the show and it would suffer from
his loss.  The show is alright now, but I'm not sure how it would suffer
from the loss of one of its stronger members. (Unlike the loss of Yar which
strengthened the show, IMHO).  Now, if they got rid of Troy, then, who
knows how great the show could be...  ;-)

Ted Ying
ted@welch.jhu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 5 Jul 90 12:16:00 GMT
From: 27000@aeclcr.bitnet (SIMMONS DONALD F)
Subject: Re: ST:TNG Season Finale

gertz@faraday.ece.cmu.edu (Matthew Wayne Gertz) writes:
>So, tell me, tell us, what did YOU think of the episode?  Should Picard be
>rescued?  Should Riker be in command?  Should Shelby stay onboard?  Should
>the Borg be continuing enemies?

Absolutely, Picard should be rescued. The thought of Picard as a bad guy
from now on is the only thing that could turn me off ST:TNG. He is the
show's strongest character.

Ship Riker off to his own command at the first opportunity. He's just
Picard's shadow these days, and keep Shelby on in his place. There could be
some great conflict between her and the rest of the crew.

While the Borg make great bad guys, I don't want ST:TNG to turn into "Where
are the Borg going to strike next and how will we stop them?" They should
be decisively smashed.

How they are going to do all this, I don't know, but I do hope that Q has
nothing to do with it. (Okay, maybe he can advise, but if he just snaps his
fingers and sets everything right I'll explode).

Donald Simmons
27000@aeclcr

------------------------------

Date: 6 Jul 90 18:37:36 GMT
From: brad@looking.on.ca (Brad Templeton)
Subject: Re: Star Trek : TNG

If they took a tape of that virus from the computer virus planet (You know
the stupid episode where it took them weeks just to figure out to reboot?)
and played it back to the Borg ship, that would deal with the Borg pretty
quickly, assuming that they also are stupid about rebooting, or if in fact
they can't reboot.

Actually, it always bothers me that the Enterprise keeps running into
*amazing* weapons and doesn't use them.

Consider the dimensional shifter of the Insadah, it can go right through
shields, and it doesn't hurt bombs.  So shift antimatter into the Borg
ship, right through their shields.  Or that computer virus.  Keep a copy on
tape in a sealed room, with a special transmitter you can use that isn't
read back into Enterprise sensors.  Or the episode where they went to
Andromeda, and the Kelvans modified the ship to go Warp 15.  They left on
friendly terms, why on Earth modify it back?

Or Nomad's weapon?  Spock did a full scan with Nomad's shields down.  Or a
zillion others.

Brad Templeton
ClariNet Communications Corp. 
Waterloo, Ontario 
519/884-7473

------------------------------

Date: 7 Jul 90 12:41:00 GMT
From: WRBANEK@fnal.bitnet
Subject: RE: Star Trek : TNG

What did I think of the cliffhanger?  Well, I liked it, but I tend to like
them all.

Feedback from friends and family declared that it was a little predictable,
which it was, but aren't they all?

Shelby was a bit TOO realistic.  I would not want someone like that on MY
ship, always ready to go over my head.  I think the actress played her
well, but I think keeping her on the ship will cause too much friction
between her and the command structure on the ship.  To continue it to be
realistic, either she will have to tone down a bit, or the atmosphere may
become non-operational. (Imagine having every command decision questioned
or forwarded to Star Fleet!)

I see why the doctor went on the rescue party to get back Picard.  If he
was hurt in such a way that he needed medical attention immediately, she
was there.

As for transporting bombs, the idea comes and goes with me, eventually
deciding that it would be TOO easy to destroy a ship, and that the
deflectors must be down for it to be done, making it dangerous as well.  In
this case, when the Enterprise had no deflectors, they probably just didn't
think of it.  Also, it would not be that exciting.

I think that instead of Picard showing up as a re-occurring Borg, the blast
from the Enterprise will render all the Borg confused and out of
communication with each other.  Picard, being an individual (originally),
will become his old self.  Riker, seeing this on the screen, will have him
beamed back immediately.  Dr. Crusher does a quick (1 hour) operation, and
Picard is back to normal.  The Borg, once realizing how much they
underestimated the Federation, turn tail and head to Romulan space with the
Enterprise in pursuit.  Then you have a Federation ship that cannot
communicate well going into hostile space trailing a more hostile foe.
Let's see Riker bluff his way out of that!

Of course, Wesley DOES eventually try to bluff, and gets shot by sore loser
Worf at the poker table.  :)

John D. Wrbanek
wrbanek@fnalf.fnal.gov

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jul 90 21:29:27 GMT
From: netcom!ergo@claris.com (Isaac Rabinovitch)
Subject: The Truth about the Borg

27000@aeclcr.BITNET (SIMMONS DONALD F) writes:
>gertz@faraday.ece.cmu.edu (Matthew Wayne Gertz) writes:
>>So, tell me, tell us, what did YOU think of the episode?  Should Picard
>>be rescued?  Should Riker be in command?  Should Shelby stay onboard?
>>Should the Borg be continuing enemies?
>
>Absolutely, Picard should be rescued. The thought of Picard as a bad guy
>from now on is the only thing that could turn me off ST:TNG. He is the
>show's strongest character.  Ship Riker off to his own command at the
>first opportunity. He's just Picard's shadow these days, and keep Shelby
>on in his place. There could be some great conflict between her and the
>rest of the crew.

You might be right, but really it's all kind of beside the point.
Remember, TV is first a foremost a business, and a big-buck one.  Patrick
Stewart's now made a name for himself in Hollywood, and doubtless he either
wants out of his contract, or wants a lighter work schedule so he can
squeeze in a movie or two.  Borging his character serves either purpose:
now they can either kill off Picard for good, make him a recurring
character (who can be rescued if Stewart wants to come back fulltime), or
even cover all bases by making his fate uncertain (remember it's nearly
impossible to completely destroy a Borg ship).  What I wonder about is
this: they've obviously been leading up to this scenario for a long time.
Is the Borg's prime mission a handy cast-editor?  I certainly don't see
them generating a lot of interesting Star-Trek-Type stories ("Captain, do
we have the *right* to do this?").  

Isaac Rabinovitch
ergo@netcom.uucp			
atina!pyramid!apple!netcom!ergo		
uunet!mimsy!ames!claris!netcom!ergo

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jul 90 14:20:00 GMT
From: 27000@aeclcr.bitnet (SIMMONS DONALD F)
Subject: Gerry Anderson

     Whatever happened to Gerry Anderson, of Space:1999, UFO, Thunderbirds
etc.  fame? Is he still alive? And if he is, has he been up to anything
recently?  I've liked just about everything of his that I have seen.

Donald Simmons
27000@aeclcr

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jul 90 14:41:13 GMT
From: davew@brachiosaur.cis.ohio-state.edu (The Master)
Subject: Re: Gerry Anderson

27000@aeclcr.BITNET (SIMMONS DONALD F) writes:
>Whatever happened to Gerry Anderson, of Space:1999, UFO, Thunderbirds etc.
>fame? Is he still alive? And if he is, has he been up to anything
>recently?  I've liked just about everything of his that I have seen.

   I believe he made a film in 1978, but I can't recall the title.  After
that, he made the great series "Terrahawks" which I think ran for two
seasons starting in 1983.  "Terrahawks" was shown here in the States but it
just couldn't compete with the toy companies and their computer animation.
In New York, it ran on WPIX for just two weeks, and in Philadelphia for
about a month at 7:00am on Saturday mornings.  A cartoon series for
"Thunderbirds" appeared on cable in 1986 but I don't think Anderson had
anything to do with this.  The last I heard, Anderson was making a new
series called "Space Police", but I think only the pilot was made and the
series never took off.  I don't know what he's doing now, but I hope he
doesn't remain inactive for long.  The Japanese really appreciate the man,
and to this day models are still being made and sold in toy stores for such
gems as "UFO", "Stingray", "Captain Scarlet", and "Joe 90".  At least in
Britain, there were some "Terrahawks" toys made which I should have bought
when I saw them at a convention!  Perhaps the people who organize the
Fanderson con in Britain have more info on what he's doing now.

Dave White

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jul 90 01:40:29 GMT
From: dweingar@ic.sunysb.edu (David Weingart)
Subject: Re: Gerry Anderson

27000@aeclcr.BITNET (SIMMONS DONALD F) writes:
>Whatever happened to Gerry Anderson, of Space:1999, UFO, Thunderbirds etc.

Ah yes, "good" old "Space On a Budget of $19.99 a Week (None for Scripts)"
 
Gah!  What a putrid show!  (Flame follows)

Here we have the moon.  An explosion at a nuclear waste dump on the far
side knocks it out of orbit, and the hell with orbital dynamics.  By some
incredible (and ludicrous) set of circumstances, people survive this
cataclysm and are sent drifiting through space at a variable velocity with
staple guns for weapons and an infinite supply of Eagles, easily the most
UNaerodynamic atmospheric landing craft in the history of the human race.
After a quick hop through a black hole (which oddly doesn't destroy them
because they're protected by a force field and even more oddly doesn't
destroy the moon, which isn't), they pop off through space, where they
manage to go from star to star within a week's time, and still hang around
long enough for a couple of recon flights with the Eagles (of which Eagle 1
has been destroyed numerous times; Eagle 24, only slighly less).  Of a
seemingly infinite supply of habitable planets, they decide to stay on
their beloved toxic waste dump, in a hard vacuum except for the episode
where a dozen or so (tiny) probes bring them an atmosphere.  Forgetting all
science training (like perhaps the fact that the moon's escape velocity is
so low as to make it impossible for it to retain any useful atmosphere for
any length of time), they install sliding windows everywhere.

Between seasons, they manage to change uniforms, and move Main Mission
underground, where it's renamed Command Central.  They _still_ land Eagles
using 2 silly little joysticks.  They also pick up a shape-changing bimbo
who can turn into any life-form in the universe without any reference to
conservation of mass and energy.  Yep.  We also find out that the brain
stems of her people don't wear out when she is hunted by some other alien
who's immortal except for his brain stem, so he wants hers.  Certainly, the
brain stems of the writers must have been worn out by that point, or
perhaps it was the attack of the soapsuds from space.

And this brought to you by the man who brought you that marvelous piece of
hard SF, "Journey to the Far Side of the Sun!"

David Weingart
dweingar@ic.sunysb.edu

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jul 90 14:07:39 GMT
From: davew@dimetrodon.cis.ohio-state.edu (The Master)
Subject: Re: Gerry Anderson

dweingar@ic.sunysb.edu (David Weingart) writes:
>27000@aeclcr.BITNET (SIMMONS DONALD F) writes:
>>Whatever happened to Gerry Anderson, of Space:1999, UFO...
>
>Ah yes, "good" old "Space On a Budget of $19.99 a Week (None for Scripts)"
>Gah!  What a putrid show!

   You're entitled to your opinion, but I think the first season was one of
the best sci-fi shows ever made.  The second season, they sold-out and
destroyed the show.  Your arguments against the show fall into a few
statements:

1)  The moon couldn't have survived the nuclear incident.

   I don't buy that.

2)  The moon couldn't travel fast enough to visit a star every week.

   Granted.  However, I could just as easily flame Star Trek for using the
warp drive system and say "You can never travel faster than light".  For
the sake of escapism and story, you allow certain liberties even though
they are blatant falsehoods.  If you demanded scientific accuracy from Star
Trek and 1999, you wouldn't have a show.

3)  Infinite supply of Eagles

   This point is greatly exaggerated.  In the second season, the total
number of eagles lost was a single digit, and probably less then 5.  This
was one of the few things the second season corrected.  However, in the
first season there were not that many eagles lost.  For example, many were
blown up in "War Games", but as we find out at the end of the episode, it
didn't really happen.  The events of the episode were being shown to Koenig
by the aliens in order to show him the mistake of making a decision based
on fear.  The disaster in "A Matter of Life and Death" is also aborted.
The only true episode where many eagles are destroyed is "The Infernal
Machine".

4)  They ran into many habitable planets, yet stayed on their moon.

   In every case, there was something preventing them from staying.  In
"Matter of Life and Death", they would have been destroyed because the
planet was anti-matter.  In "Death's Other Dominion", they would have
become part of the living death on Ultima Thule.  In "Another Time Another
Place", they had to go back to the moon so that time could correct itself
and one set of Alphans would live.  In "Guardian of Piri", they made a
mistake and left the planet and could not return.  The list goes on...

>Between seasons, they manage to change uniforms, and move Main Mission
>underground, where it's renamed Command Central.

   Stupid changes brought about by forced commercialism.

>They _still_ land Eagles using 2 silly little joysticks.

   I LOVED the eagle controls. I don't see your point here at all.

>They also pick up a shape-changing bimbo who can turn into any life-form
>in the universe without any reference to conservation of mass and energy.

   I thought Maya was unnecessary too and although I liked Catherine
Schell's portrayel, most of the times when the writers used her shape
changing abilities were wasted.  The only time I thought the writers did
something great with her was in the episode "Brian the Brain" where Koenig
smuggled her back on board in his pocket where she disguised herself as a
mouse, and then she confused Brian by turning into the Captain whom Brian
killed, driving Brian nuts.

   I can understand dislike for 1999's second season, but the first season,
though flawed, was captivating.  If the show had only been given a chance
to improve itself, rather than have tons of forced changes from outside
sources, then it might have lasted a lot longer.

Dave White

------------------------------
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Date: 11 Jul 90 18:07:00 GMT
From: 27000@aeclcr.bitnet (SIMMONS DONALD F)
Subject: Arthurian Legend

     Every so often in various posts I read in SFLOVERS, there is a
reference made to the Arthurian Legend or Arthurian Mythos, which I take to
refer to King Arthur and all that. As I have only very basic knowledge of
this whole story, and it crops up frequently in fantasy discussions, could
someone recommend some books to learn about it?

Donald Simmons
27000@AECLCR

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jul 90 05:47:59 GMT
From: wlp@calmasd.prime.com (Walter Peterson)
Subject: Re: Arthurian Legend

27000@aeclcr.BITNET (SIMMONS DONALD F) writes:
>     Every so often in various posts I read in SFLOVERS, there is a
>reference made to the Arthurian Legend or Arthurian Mythos, which I take
>to refer to King Arthur and all that. As I have only very basic knowledge
>of this whole story, and it crops up frequently in fantasy discussions,
>could someone recommend some books to learn about it?

			  The Arthurian Legends:
		     A Selected Annotated Bibliography

( Some of the following citations are incomplete, because I don't have
  the references handy at present. )

Alcock, Leslie, "Arthur's Britain: History and Archaeology, AD 367-634",
  Pelican Books, New York, 1971.
  Good historical and archeological background information.

Arnold, Matthew, "Tristram and Iseult".
  Adventures of a knight of the Round Table.

Ashe, Geoffrey, "The Discovery of King Arthur", Anchor Press, Garden
  City, New York, 1985.
  Good historical detective work looking for the factual roots of the
  legend.

Bradley, Marion Zimmer, "The Mists of Avalon", Del Rey/Ballantine
  Books, New York, 1982.
  Interesting modern novel re-telling from the point-of-view of the
  women of Camelot.

Bulfinch, Thomas, "Bulfinch's Mythology: The Age of Chivalry and the 
  Legends of Charlemagne", Mentor Books, New York, 1962.
  A Victorian Era view of the legend.

Jones, Thomas and Gwyn Jones (translators), "The Mabinogion",
  Everyman, London, 1947.
  Translation of some of the early Welsh chronicles.

Loomis, R. S., "Arthurian Literature in the Middle Ages", Oxford
  University, Oxford, 1959.
  Survey of the early works.

Love, Thomas, "The Misfortunes of Elphin".
  Adventures of a knight of the Round Table.

Malory, Sir Thomas, "Le Morte D'Arthur", Vol 1 & 2, Penguin Books,
  New York, 1981.
  This is considered by many to be *the* starting point for all
  Arthurian fiction.

Matarasso, Pauline (translator), "The Quest of the Holy Grail",
  Penguin Books, New York, 1981.
  Anonymous work depicting the most famous quest in Arthurian 
  literature.

Monmouth, Geoffrey of, "The History of the Kings of Britain", 
  Penguin Books, New York, 1980.
  Along with the "Annals of Wales" this is the oldest reference
  to Arthur and Merlin in history/legend.

Starr, N.C., "King Arthur Today", University of Florida, 1954.
  The current ( in '54 ) state of knowledge about the real Arthur.

Steinbeck, John "Tales of King Arthur and His Nobel Knights"
  Modern noveliztion of the legend by a master story-teller.

Stewart, Mary, "The Crystal Cave".
  Modern novelization, tends toward the more romantic view.

Stewart, Mary, "The Hollow Hills".
  A continuation of "The Crystal Cave".
  ( There is at least one more volume in this series, but the title(s)
    totally escape me at the moment. )

Stone, Brian (translator), "Sir Gawain and the Green Knight", Penguin,
  New York, 1974.
  Adventures of a knight of the Round Table.

Swinburne, Algernon, "Tristram of Lyonesse".
  Adventures of a knight of the Round Table.

Tennyson, Lord Alfred, "Idylls of the King".
  Victorian Era epic poem version of the legend.

Twain, Mark, "A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur's Court".
  Down-home Arthur as only Twain could do.

Von Eschenback, Wolfram, "Parzival", Penguin Books, New York, 1980.
  A Germanic view of one of the knights of the Round Table.

Wharton, Thomas, "The Grave of King Arthur".
  Another search for the historical Arthur.

White, T.H., "The Once and Future King".
  Good modern novelization of the legend.

White, T.H., "The Book of Merlin".
  Sequel to "The Once and Future King", basically retells the story,
  but from Merlin's view.

Williams, Charles, "Taliessin through Logres".
  Adventures of a knight of the Round Table.

			      Motion Pictures

There have been many movies about Arthur and his knights. Two of the better
recent ones are:

"Arthur, the King" - 1985 (?) ( made for TV ? ).  Dyan Cannon as
  a modern tourist at Stonehenge who gets conked on the head and wakes
  up in the crystal cave with Merlin and Morgana and views Camelot via
  Merlin's magical flashbacks.

"Excalibur" - 1980 (?)  As close to Malory as you can get in 2
  hours. Nigel Terry as Arthur, Nicol Williamson as Merlin. A "must
  see" movie even if you are not very much into the Arthurian Legend.


This list should give you good start learning about Arthur.  

There have recently been a number of novelizations of the Arthurian Legend,
which I don't have any references.  Some bookstores place these books in
"Fiction" or "Literature" and others place them with "Fantasy & Science
Fiction".

Walt Peterson
wlp@calmasd.Prime.COM

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jul 90 18:52:11 GMT
From: duncan@rti.rti.org (Stephen Duncan)
Subject: Re: Arthurian Legend (notes on bibliography)

Minor notes.  I've deleted things I have no comment on.

wlp@calmasd.Prime.COM (Walter Peterson) writes:
>Alcock, Leslie, "Arthur's Britain: History and Archaeology, AD 367-634",
>  Pelican Books, New York, 1971.
>  Good historical and archeological background information.

Alcock is a highly respected archaeologist.

>Ashe, Geoffrey, "The Discovery of King Arthur", Anchor Press, Garden
>  City, New York, 1985.
>  Good historical detective work looking for the factual roots of the
>  legend.

Ashe is not.

>Jones, Thomas and Gwyn Jones (translators), "The Mabinogion",
>  Everyman, London, 1947.
>  Translation of some of the early Welsh chronicles.

These are really stories, not chronicles: chronicles are written down at
the time to record events while stories are meant to entertain or
enlighten.  I only mention this because there are Welsh chronicles.

>Malory, Sir Thomas, "Le Morte D'Arthur", Vol 1 & 2, Penguin Books,
>  New York, 1981.
>  This is considered by many to be *the* starting point for all
>  Arthurian fiction.

It certainly has the most influence on modern works, but represents only
the Continental tradition.

>Monmouth, Geoffrey of, "The History of the Kings of Britain", 
>  Penguin Books, New York, 1980.
>  Along with the "Annals of Wales" this is the oldest reference
>  to Arthur and Merlin in history/legend.

Of questionable worth historically.  Nennius' "Historia Brittonum"
antedates it by several centuries, as do the Welsh triads.  The
"Mabinogion" is only extant from later, but has parts which are considered
to be older.  I don't know who mentions Merlin first, but the poem "The
Gododdin" is 6th century and mentions Arthur.

>Stone, Brian (translator), "Sir Gawain and the Green Knight", Penguin,
>  New York, 1974.
>  Adventures of a knight of the Round Table.

Tolkien also did a translation and a critical text of it.

Steve Duncan
duncan@rti.rti.org

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jul 90 20:27:05 GMT
From: klm@terminator.cc.umich.edu (Kathy Madison)
Subject: Re: Arthurian Legend

wlp@calmasd.Prime.COM (Walter Peterson) writes:
>Stewart, Mary, "The Crystal Cave".
>  Modern novelization, tends toward the more romantic view.
>
>Stewart, Mary, "The Hollow Hills".
>  A continuation of "The Crystal Cave".
>  ( There is at least one more volume in this series, but the title(s)
>    totally escape me at the moment. )

Stewart, Mary, "The Last Enchantment"; "The Wicked Day"
  These are continuations of the above.  Note that the first three are told
  from Merlin's point of view (I don't remember about the 4th.).  She also
  lists sources (I think all mentioned here) that she used.

Lawhead, Stephen, "Taliesin","Merlin","Arthur"
  Starts from Atlantis going under, heavy Christian overtones (especially
  when compared to Mist of Avalon!), easy to read. (but I haven't read the
  last two, they are loaned out.)

Monaco, Richard, "Parsival","The Grail War"
  About Parsival, one of the knights of the round table.  I haven't read
  either of these through. I got them quite a while ago before I was very
  interested in Arthurian legend in general.  Definitely not "flowery",
  much more down to earth, realism (describing blood, copulation, etc).


>			      Motion Pictures
>
>There have been many movies about Arthur and his knights. Two of the
>better recent ones are:
>
>"Arthur, the King" - 1985 (?) ( made for TV ? ).  ...
>
>"Excalibur" - 1980 (?)  ...

I believe Disney has a version of "The Sword in the Stone", I vaguely
remember seeing cartoon characters.  And of course the play and movie
musicals "Camelot." I don't know if these qualify as "better", never having
seen them.

Thanks, Walt, for typing this in!  It's great, I'm going to run out to my
bookstore now (well, maybe the library).  Is anyone interested in adding
the more recent novelizations?  I really enjoyed Mary Stewart and MZB's
versions.

Kathy Madision
klm@um.cc.umich.edu
kla@terminator.cc.umich.edu
USERKLM@UMICHUM.Bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jul 90 09:58:30 GMT
From: stephen@mtiame.oz (Stephen Boucher)
Subject: 1990 Wordcon @ party

Has anyone actually volunteered to hold the @ party in Holland this year?
If so, who?

On another note, I'm going to be in the states for about 6 weeks after
worldcon, are there any other cons of interest around over that period of
time?  There are a few others from Australia that would be interested as
well, so I'll pass on anything I hear.

Stephen Boucher

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jul 90 20:28:39 GMT
From: matt@oddjob.uchicago.edu (Matt Crawford)
Subject: CHIMERA -- Chicago's small speculative fiction convention

	      Chicago's small speculative fiction convention

Author guest of honor: Connie Willis
Author guest of honor: Howard Waldrop
Editor guest of honor: Gardner Dozois

July 20-22, 1990
Hyatt Regency Woodfield
1800 East Golf Road    
Schaumburg, Illinois   
708 / 605-1234                            

For full information on                                                    
babysitting, call Dina at                                                  
708 / 328-9090.                                                            

No films.  No gaming.  No masquerade.  Just talk.

Other questions?  Write to:
chimera@severian.chi.il.us

Join the pros for a discussion of:

Validity of the Happy Ending * SF, American Style * Slush Pile from Hell *
Ideas I'll Never Use and Why * Scholarship on the Work of Living Writers *
SF & Pop Culture * Screwball Comedy Weds UFO, Cures Coma Baby * Subgenre-
fied to Death * Cybernetics and the Handicapped Protagonist * Special
Problems in Academic SF * Tales of the Little Anomaly * James Joyce
Express- way to Sensawonder * Near Future and Near Past SF * Is Pastoral SF
Extinct?  * Rail Fandom & SF * Canned Corn: The Pioneer Preserved in SF *
Why There's No Dixie in the Future * and other topics.

Other guests: Eleanor Arnason, P.J. Beese, Alice Bentley, Elaine Bergstrom,
Sue Blom, Algis Budrys, John Peyton Cooke, Roland Green, Greg Heier, Bill
Higgins, Kim Hughes, Elizabeth A. Hull, Phillip C. Jennings, Kris Jensen,
Greg Ketter, Richard Knaak, Kathleen Massie-Ferch, Frieda Murray, Fred
Pohl, George Price, Fred Schepartz, Leon Stover, Lois Tilton, Toni
Weisskopf, Gary K. Wolfe, Barbara Young.

------------------------------

Date: 28 Jun 90 04:24:54 GMT
From: pepke@sun13.scri.fsu.edu (Eric Pepke)
Subject: Re: Comments on Harlan Ellison's Article in IASFM

As a result of this thread, I have read the essay.

As for qualifications, I don't know if I'm "in" fandom or not.  I've been
to three WorldCons and maybe a dozen or so smaller cons.  I participate
mostly as a spectator.  I've been in one costume contest and helped out a
dealer who was a friend of my girfriend's.  That's not much, so, I guess
I'm not.

I already have an opinion of "fandom," however.  A lot of fans are
maladjusted, but I *like* people who are maladjusted.  Those who have
adjusted to all the collected inanities of this world are incredibly dull.
Winston Smith was maladjusted.  There are a very few, a tiny minority, who
spook me.  It is fine to be able to enjoy fantasy.  I can even accept
preferring it to reality, considering what reality is at times.  But when
people actually confuse fantasy with reality, it's time to whistle the
_Twilight Zone_ theme.

The only thing I really got from Ellison's essay was the idea that there
are a few real weirdos among fandom.  I can accept this, although I doubt
that the percentage is significantly different than for writers, and I am
convinced it is far lower than for politicians.  I have known several media
types who have said gratuitously hurtful things to people who were my
friends.  Ellison's comments do not really affect my opinion of fans.

There are a few things which irk me about the article, however.

1) The assertion that the article did not amount to special pleading
amounts to a kind of special pleading.  His continued statements that what
he is writing did not apply to all fans are always given as sort of
backhanded compliments.  Consider this excerpt from IASFM, p. 62: "What I
say here will, please note, exclude all the Good Guys.  They know who they
are.  I'll say it a third time, and hope the message gets through: I speak
here not of *all* fans!  (P) The ones who will produce static at this essay
are the ones whose consciences chew on them.  The ones who will pillory the
messenger serve their own secret agenda.  They feel guilty, so they will
try to behead the messenger."  Notice the facile transition from "produce
static" to "pillory" to "behead."  Ellison is a good and capable writer, so
the implications are clearly intentional.  It is a clear statement that if
you find any fault at all with his essay and speak about it ("produce
static") you must perforce be one of the Bad Guys, ready to "behead the
messenger."  Live with that if you can, buddy.  This is a remarkably
unsubtle attempt at behavior control.

2) The central theme of the essay, that SF writers were beneficent parents
whose recalcitrant children did not give them the respect they deserved, is
unwarranted.  For one thing, Ellison is hardly the kind of writer who uses
the Uebermensch characters he eulogizes at the beginning of the essay.  For
another, Ellison is hardly a part of any traditional SF establishment
himself, leaning toward the iconoclastic and offensive.  That's fine in
itself, but for him to give praise to a sort of Edwardian niceness is
hardly convincing.  He is far more the rebellious child than the wise
parent, as he shows in nearly all his writing.

3) There is something fatuous about the very act of collecting all these
bad experiences, unrelated except by the fact they were bad, into one
essay.  I am certain that any number of us could collect all the obscene
nastygrams we have ever receive via E-mail into an essay.  If we tried
hard, we might even be able to weave such a nebulous theme around them as
does Ellison.  What would be the point?  Would there be any other than a
mere orgy of self-pity?

4) Readers of soc.* could see this one coming a kilometer off.  Ellison
holds up Joanna Russ as the pinnacle of long-suffering abuse.  Perhaps.
However, in the 1980 compilation _The Golden Man_, Philip K. Dick has a
story called "The Pre-persons," which I judge to be a knee-jerk
anti-abortion propaganda piece.  He writes in the story notes:

    In this, the most recent of the stories in this collection, I incurred
    the absolute hate of Joanna Russ who wrote me the nastiest letter I
    ever received; at one point she said she usually offered to beat up
    people (she didn't use the word "people") who expressed opinions such
    as this.

This statement is an unsubstantiated writer's recollection, just like
Ellison's, and so is of comparable reliability.  It is one thing violently
to disagree with Dick's position.  *I* violently disagree with it, though
that is neither here nor there.  It is quite another to threaten physical
violence, whether seriously intended or not.  The phrase "can't take your
own medicine" comes to mind.

Another poster mentioned that Ellison said a pretty insulting thing to
Isaac Asimov and also asserted that Ellison was just trying to play
smart-aleck, that Asimov recognized it, and that the two have been good
friends ever since.  Although Asimov's writing is far from my favorite, his
perception seems quite highly developed.  It is a delight to watch him have
fun with the letters to the editor of IASFM.  Ellison's is less so.  I
wonder if a young fan said exactly the same thing to Ellison with exactly
the same intent, would such a friendship develop?  I take that back.  I
have a pretty good idea what the answer would be.

EMP

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	 Books - Adams (2 msgs) & Brin (2 msgs) & Brust (4 msgs) &
                 Rick Cook (3 msgs) & Dalmas & Galouye & Heinlein

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 13 Jul 90 16:34:00 GMT
From: LIPINSKI@ducvax.auburn.edu (WILDSTAR)
Subject: RE: SF-LOVERS Digest   V15 #260
 
>I just finished reading Douglas Adams ``Long Dark Tea-Time of the Soul'',
>A Dirk Gently novel and I have a question.
> 
>*** SPOILER FOLLOWING ***
> 
>I realize this was probably discussed before (when I was young and foolish
>and didn't read this group, say the week before last), but I've got a
>nagging question about `LDTT...', namely, What's the deal with this eagle
>???  Am I missing some obvious symbolism ?  Would it be painfully obvious
>to me if I had been raised in London, or if I had studied Norse Mythology
>?  Or is it something Adams just put in there to annoy people like myself,
>or even to have obscure references to it in future (or past) books ?
 
 To try and answer your question:
    If you remember, there was something mentioned earlier in the book
about a pilot and his jet aircraft disappearing; and also the fact that
people kept getting turned into inanimate objects, like Coke machines. The
eagle is either the pilot and plane, the plane or just the pilot (I'm not
sure which). The circles on the wings of the eagle would be the red, white,
and blue concentric circles that is the symbol of the British Air Force.
Also, Thor says to the Eagle, "What are you complaining about, your family
was well provided for."  It is mentioned that the pilot's family won a lot
of money in a lottery.

CJ Lipinski
LIPINSKI@AUDUCVAX.BITNET

------------------------------

Date: 16 Jul 90 00:32:09 GMT
From: deronwal@tybalt.caltech.edu (Deron Walters)
Subject: Re: Long Dark Teatime (Spoiler)

schouten@sp20.csrd.uiuc.edu (Dale Schouten) writes:
>I just finished reading Douglas Adams ``Long Dark Tea-Time of the Soul'',
>A Dirk Gently novel and I have a question.
>
>*** SPOILER FOLLOWING ***
>
>I've got a nagging question about `LDTT...', namely, What's the deal with
>this eagle ???  Am I missing some obvious symbolism ?

Note the "strange circular markings" on its wings and the mysterious
airplane crash at the end.  The eagle is the fighter jet which was sent
after Thor at some point before the beginning of the narrative, when he was
detected by some radar system in the process of flying across the North
Sea.  Note also that the fighter pilot's wife was encountered by Dirk while
posing as a fortune-teller, and that the accuracy of his (randomly
composed) statements proved most disturbing to both Dirk and the wife.

Read the book a few more times, and this, as well as many other
connections, will become clear.  Adams is getting more intricate by leaps
and bounds.  :-)

Deron A. Walters
deronwal@tybalt.caltech.edu

------------------------------

Date: 13 Jul 90 13:33:29 GMT
From: jeburke@jhunix.hcf.jhu.edu (John Burke)
Subject: *Do* read _Earth_

*DO* read _Earth_! Even if you decide to wait for the paperback, do get it
and read it and think about it. Brin has many important things to talk
about, and intelligent things to say about them. He offers not-unrealistic
hope, but doesn't sugar coat things.  _Earth_ is a big book, with a big
cast of characters and a lot happening; as such, it does skimp somewhat on
the niceties of character development. Alex Lustig, the hero, never seems,
quite, to come into sharp focus; on the other hand, Jen Wolling, the most
prominent biologist/ecologist of that time, is sharply and deeply defined -
vibrant and alive and believable.  If you don't normally do big-science
books, try it out this time.  If you are a lover of E. E. Smith and
company, dive in and see how the field lives on and matures.

The one major omission in Brin's "50 year projection" is the absence of
AIDS, and of any mention of it.  (Or did I miss a small reference
somewhere?) Was it conquered? Did it simply fade back to a small, regular
rate of infection? The disease is reaching pandemic proportions, and its
impact on Africa will be neither negligible nor forgettable. Where'd it go?

JEB

------------------------------

From: seligman@cs.stanford.edu (Scott Seligman)
Subject: Re: *Do* read _Earth_
Date: 14 Jul 90 01:16:40 GMT

There are novels that try to convey a message.  Some overdo it - you feel
you've had the message shoved down your throat.  While reading _Earth_, I
had the feeling that Brin had lashed his message to the end of a jackhammer
and was attempting to drill it directly into my brain.  Ouch!

Scott Seligman
Internet:  seligman@cs.stanford.edu
UUCP: ...{apple,decwrl,ucbvax}!cs.stanford.edu!seligman

------------------------------

Date: 13 Jul 90 22:55:50 GMT
From: 6600mak@ucsbuxa.ucsb.edu (Martin Kagan)
Subject: Steven Brust

Has anybody else read any of the fantasy works of Steven Brust?  I've read
Jhereg, Yendi, Taltos, Teckla, Brokedown Palace, Cowboy Feng's Space Bar
and Grille, and To Reign in Hell.

Does anyone know if he has written more, if there is another coming out
soon, especially in the Vlad Taltos series?  To Reign in Hell I finished
this morning, and it was a brilliant and witty retelling of the revolt of
Satan (fallen angel).  Cowboy Feng is classic Cyberpunk fiction, attacking
society's treatment of AIDS victims.  Brokedown Palace was an excellent
fairy tale, tying in to his series ( the other four books I mentioned
above) The Vlad Taltos series is wonderful fantasy.  The hero of the
stories is an friendly assassin, and his sarcastic pet dragon (a Jhereg).
The books do not follow each other chronologically, but the last one,
Teckla got too political in support of the Civil Rights movement of the
1960's and couldn't pull of a decent story at the same time.

Still, I think that Brust is an incredible talent, and his books are brief,
full of quick cliffhanging chapters that begin to always speed up towards
the end.  Except for Teckla, I think that he's always pulled off a great
conclusion.

I welcome any other info about Brust, or criticism of my opinions.

Marty Kagan
6600mak@ucsbuxa.ucsb.edu
6600mak@ucsbuxa.bitnet
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Date: 14 Jul 90 00:30:19 GMT
From: mnemonic@walt.cc.utexas.edu (Mike Godwin)
Subject: Re: Steven Brust

6600mak@ucsbuxa.ucsb.edu (Martin Kagan) writes:
>To Reign in Hell I finished this morning, and it was a brilliant and witty
>retelling of the revolt of Satan (fallen angel).

To be more specific, it's a retelling of Milton's "Paradise Lost" from the
opposite point of view; it may well have been influenced by William
Empson's famous attack on the poem in MILTON'S GOD.

Mike Godwin
UT Law School
(512) 346-4190
mnemonic@ccwf.cc.utexas.edu

------------------------------

Date: 16 Jul 90 00:56:00 GMT
From: zlraa@iceman.jcu.oz (Ross Alford)
Subject: Re: Steven Brust

You did miss one Brust title.  The Sun, The Moon and The Stars is partially
a retold Hungarian fairy tale about how the sun, etc. were captured by a
gypsy.  The story is being told by an artist and by the end of the book,
you have watched him paint a large canvas (I can almost see that painting,
too), along with other problems he and his friends are facing.  A worthy
effort but I wish someone would paint that picture so I can really see it.
:-)

BTW, I don't agree that Cowboy Feng is cyberpunk.  To me, cyberpunk
requires a lot of advanced technology and especially people replacing
organic bits of themselves with equipment.  There is none of that in Cowboy
Feng.

Lynn Alford 

------------------------------

Date: 16 Jul 90 04:11:06 GMT
From: KENNEDY-M@osu-20.ircc.ohio-state.edu (M. Kennedy)
Subject: Re: Steven Brust

Yes, he does have a new book coming out called _Phoenix_ which will
published around September.  There's a blurry picture of the cover in this
one's issue of Advance Comics.  What's frustrating is that I can almost
read the caption under the title.  It's something like "The rebirth (?) of
Vlad Taltos: ______ and assassin."  Anybody know what the missing word is??

Melita

------------------------------

Date: 13 Jul 90 15:25:58 GMT
From: HANSCHKA%uhavax.DECnet@uhasun.hartford.edu
Subject: re: Rick Cook's Wizard Books

_Wizard's Bane_ is the first one, _Thw Wizard Compiled_ is the sequel.  I
have a copy of each, and they're both pretty good. The central character
[officially] in both books is a normal-worlder computer programmer. He gets
sucked into a good-magician's corps vs. evil-magician's corps battle,
zapped with a love spell, and other good stuff. It's better than it sounds,
believe me. IMHO, anyway.:) His alternate world detective stories are even
better, if and when you can find them. They all have metals in the titles,
as in silver, tin, gold and copper.  Happy hunting.

Ruth H.

------------------------------

Date: 13 Jul 90 17:39:30 GMT
From: jdnicoll@watyew.uwaterloo.ca (Brian or James)
Subject: Re: Rick Cook's Wizard Books

HANSCHKA%uhavax.DECnet@UHASUN.HARTFORD.EDU writes:
>_Wizard's Bane_ is the first one, _Thw Wizard Compiled_ is the sequel.  I
>have a copy of each, and they're both pretty good. The central character
>[officially] in both books is a normal-worlder computer programmer. He
>gets sucked into a good-magician's corps vs. evil-magician's corps battle,
>zapped with a love spell, and other good stuff. It's better than it
>sounds, believe me. IMHO, anyway.:) His alternate world detective stories
>are even better, if and when you can find them. They all have metals in
>the titles, as in silver, tin, gold and copper.  Happy hunting.

Please, I agree that Rick Cook's books are fun to read, but, the fantasy/
detective books are by Glen Cook, a much better writer.

Brian Dorion
Kitchener, Ontario

------------------------------

Date: 14 Jul 90 00:28:56 GMT
From: csusac!potter@csufres.csufresno.edu (david potter)
Subject: Rick Cook

ECZ5ACK@OAC.UCLA.EDU (Andy Kohler) writes:
> Someone recommended a book by Rick Cook to me.  He wasn't sure of the
> title, but said it involved a computer programmer who developed a program
> which allowed him to perform magic, or enter a magical world.  I checked
> the local book stores and found two books: *The Wizard Compiled* and
> *Wizard's Bane* (I think).  The two books seemed to be the same;
> unfortunately, no store had both so I was unable to directly compare
> them.  Is anyone familiar with these?  Are they the same book with
> different titles?  Thanks for any information.  

I'm not sure of those two titles; I remember them as "WIZARDS' BANE" and
"WIZARDRY COMPILED."  (The first is the first, and the latter is its
sequel.)  They deal with the problems of a young lout of a programmer
jerked into an alternate reality where magic works, and his subsequent
efforts to master his new environment.

I'd recommend both of these books as reasonable reads, and push them for
reading by young adults.  (I.e. you won't feel you've wasted your time on
them, and any kids you give them to will love them.)  One of the major
subplots of both books concerns the disadvantages of being the kind of a
personality who can't communicate or work effectively with others, no
matter how brilliant that person may chance to be.  Cook has handled the
gradual maturation of his viewpoint character well enough that the
characterization is believeable.
 
The use of programming logic to work effective magic probably goes back to
the forties, when Fritz Leiber first had one of his characters (in "CONJURE
WIFE") use symbolic logic to simplify and formalize the practice of magic.
The idea of mastering magic through the use of formal logic has been played
with extensively by L. Sprague DeCamp, Lester Del Rey, and Poul Anderson
and Gordon Dickson; usually in light-hearted, humorous novels.  (This seems
a necessity, since comedy-romps allow somewhat more suspension of disbelief
than "hard" SF.)  Rick Cook has added marvelously to the sub-genre, and if
you have much background in computers and software engineering, you'll
positively love these two books.
 
My favorites are the EMACS demon and the three-part validity checking
program.  ("I guess we'll call it a feature."  I guffawed out loud over
that one.)
 
Isn't Rick Cook the same guy who wrote that lovely piece on the psychology
of the cursorial hunter in ANALOG a while back?  "THE LONG STERN CHASE?"

------------------------------

Date: 15 Jul 90 21:42:55 GMT
From: jeske@src.dec.com (Steve Jeske)
Subject: John Dalmas

I am interested in learning of John Dalmas novels or anthologies I don't
already know of, out of print, hardback, whatever.  (If you post your
answer here, please also copy me via email.)  I know of these already:

   Fanglith				Return to Fanglith
   The General's President		The Verkaus Conspiracy
   The Lantern of God
   The Lizard War			The Reality Matrix
   Playmasters (w/ Rod Martin)		The Yngling
   The Regiment				The White Regiment
   Touch the Stars: Emergence (w/ Carl Martin)

Thanks.	

Steve
jeske@src.dec.com
...!decwrl!jeske

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jul 90 03:57:06 GMT
From: csusac!potter@csufres.csufresno.edu (david potter)
Subject: Daniel F. Galouye

> A similar book is _Dark Universe_ by Danial Galouye (I am at work so I
> think that is the right spelling).  I found it to be a little more
> interesting IMHO.  

Any similarity between those books lies solely in the commonality of the
environments.

Daniel F. Galouye's "DARK UNIVERSE" is a tour de force, the story of a
tribal culture that grows up in a completely dark environment.  People are
trapped in a huge underground bomb shelter and lost there for enough
generations that evolutionary drift occurs.  Much of the novel concerns
itself with social stresses that occur when a mutation, an extension of the
visual bandwidth into the infra-red, takes place in a small part of the
population, allowing them to see with more than just their ears.  The novel
is a discussion of a microcosm re-discovering the outside world, of the
effects of the outside civilization, and the beginnings of the
acclimatization and emergence of the lost subterranean civilization.

"DARK UNIVERSE" is a fairly-well written voyage-of-discovery piece, with
sociological and anthropological overtones.  Its nearest relatives are
probably Brian Aldiss' "STARSHIP" and Margaret St. Clair's "THE FAR
LABRYS," and its ultimate parent, Heinlein's "UNIVERSE"/"COMMON SENSE"
novellas.  I think of it as good, workmanlike SF, worthy of respect.

Mordecai Roshwald's "LEVEL SEVEN" is a novel about a post-holocaust group
living in a bombshelter and listening to the world dying outside, while
themselves dying of an *internal* radiation leak.  "LEVEL SEVEN" is, in
mood, tone, and subject, nearest to Nevil Shute's "ON THE BEACH."  In other
words, downer mainstream garbage.

I see no great similarity between them. 

Daniel F. Galouye wrote some very interesting stuff over a quarter of a
century ago; if you enjoy him, look for one called "LORDS OF THE PSYCHON."
One of Galouye's shorts, a piece from the fifties called "SANCTUARY," was
reprinted in a number of anthologies.  In honesty, I must add that I have
seen several pieces of his work that should not have been printed where
someone might read them.

I still think his best book was a piece called "SIMULACRON-3," a paperback
published in 1964 that used computer modelling with interactive operator
access as a major plot element, the creation of an artificial world the
operator could visit and alter.  "SIMULACRON-3" has a couple of real cute
plot twists in it, and is well worth looking for in your used-book store.
(One of the twists may have been accidental; it hinges on whether the
mis-description of the use of a laser was purposeful.  If it was
purposeful, there's a great sub-plot just glossed over and left lying there
for you to spot.)

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jul 90 20:11:22 GMT
From: gtenmc!ken@uunet.uu.net (Ken Swapp)
Subject: 2 Heinlein books.

I am looking for a _few_ opinions to help break a tie.  Please email the
responses to me.  The books have been available for years and have likely
already been discussed here.

The only Heinlein book I have read is _Stranger in a Strange Land_, and
that was when I was in grade school.  I have two friends who are offering
me vastly differing opinions on RAH.

The 2 books in discussion are:

_Cat Who Walks Through Walls_ and _To Sail Beyond the Sunset_.  One person
likes both stories a _lot_, the other thinks _Cat_ was 'okay', but thinks
_Sail_ is slow, rambling, a waste of time and more of a platform for
presenting an alternate social / sexual lifestyle than providing an
entertaining plot or character development.  He isn't a big RAH reader, and
thought it's only appeal may be to someone who could already relate to the
myriad of characters scattered throughout the story.

I'm probably going to receive more responses than one person should, but it
will help me decide whether I would enjoy RAH.

If I get a lot of response I'll summarize.  Thanks.

Ken Swapp
ken@gtenmc.UUCP
(206) 487-8414

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

		Miscellaneous - Fannish Behavior (10 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 25 Jun 90 18:38:11 GMT
From: jmann@bigbootay.sw.stratus.com (Jim Mann)
Subject: Re: Comments on Harlan Ellison's Article in IASFM

chuq@Apple.COM (That's MR. Idiot to you) writes:
> That's a big difference from "all pros are good" (which is crap) and "all
> fans are bad" (which is also crap). What Harlan was really saying was
> "bad things happen to good people in fandom" (which is true).

Overall, I agree with the points Chuq raises. However, I think Harlan would
have made his point more strongly (i.e., not caused many people to go off
arguing about whether all fans are this or that, etc.) if he, in trying to
show that "bad things happen to good people in fandom" had not exclusively
shown what bad things "fans" did to pros.  If he had one example of fans
being treated badly by these "fans" people wouldn't be missing this point.

Also, as I noted in a previous post, he mixes two issues, which again, I
think, diverts attention from the more serious of the two.  Yes, fandom has
more than its share of folks with no social graces, folks who will tell
Terry Carr his novel was crap, who will tell Vonda McIntyre that everything
since her first short work was bad, etc.  (Back when David Hartwell was
Boskone special guest, we had one NESFA member explain to him at length why
she didn't like any Timescape books.)  There are also plenty of examples of
con committees messing up schedules, not following through on things, etc.

But, frankly, spending time on these types of problems diverts attention
from the REAL problem: the small percentage of really vile characters we
have. The ones who steal. The ones who right nasty notes to Harlan and
other pros. The ones who throw vomit on Alan Dean Foster.  I think had
Harlan written a shorter essay, one that just concentrated on these types
of things, it would have had more impact.

I agree with his overall point. We have to wake up, we have to notice these
jackasses in our midst and stomp them hard.  I wonder: what did the other
fans in the room do when the idiot threw vomit at Foster?  If they did
nothing, they really NEED waking up. (I'm not prone to get into fights, but
I'd have been tempted to deck the idiot (I almost typed person but that
wouldn't be correct) had I been there.

Jim

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jun 90 18:33:21 GMT
From: cozzlab@garnet.berkeley.edu
Subject: Re: Comments on Harlan Ellison's Article in IASFM

mnemonic@walt.cc.utexas.edu (Mike Godwin) writes:
>In any case, Ellison documented his examples of pro victimization, to
>which he may be understandably more sensitive. Ellison, it should be
>remembered, began as a fan himself, but it's hard to imagine the kind of
>nastiness he documents occurring in the '50s.

If you'll look in the first volume of Asimov's autobiography, _In Memory
Still Green,_ and look in the index under "Ellison, Harlan," you'll find
one reference.  You can read it in all its splendor there, but I'll
summarize.

The year was about 1953.  Asimov is a well-known pro, Ellison is a fan of
about eighteen, and he walks up to Asimov and says,

"Gee, are you Isaac Asimov?"

A:  Why, yes.

E:  "Golly, are you REALLY Isaac Asimov?

A (preening): Yes, yes, I really am.

E:  Well, I just want to say,...

   (dramatic pause)

.. you're NOTHING!

[Here Asimov says in a footnote, "Harlan insists he said, 'You're not so
much,' but I have a splendid memory and I stick by my version.")

Now, Ellison was not trying to be cruel or abusive.  He was trying to be a
smart-aleck, and Asimov realized this and they've been bosom buddies ever
since.

On the other hand, remember (in the current article) the episode where
Barry Longyear gets his ego all crushed to flinders by the fan who said, in
effect, "Who are you, because I've never heard of you?"  (If he had gotten
the Ellison treatment he would probably have gone straight home.)  All this
stuff is, to some extent, in the eye of the beholder.

>>If all pros are such nice people, why do SOME pros treat concoms so
>>shabbily?

I can think of two possible reasons, to wit,
 
(a) They've been burnt, and are on the defensive;

(b) They're jerks.  Jerkhood is not restricted to fandom.

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jun 90 18:45:43 GMT
From: jmann@bigbootay.sw.stratus.com (Jim Mann)
Subject: Re: Comments on Harlan Ellison's Article in IASFM

I have heard a few examples of pros doing some absolutely idiotic,
sometimes nasty things:

   1. At one convention, as part of a panel he was on, one pro
      trashed a hotel function room.

   2. Another pro showed up naked for a panel.  As you can imagine,
      the hotel was not amused.

I have left out the names since I wasn't there for either panel. However, I
have heard both stories from several different folks who were.

Jim

------------------------------

Date: 27 Jun 90 21:30:32 GMT
From: jmann@bigbootay.sw.stratus.com (Jim Mann)
Subject: Re: Comments on Harlan Ellison's Article in IASFM

>Trouble is: you know what they will say when you do this?
>
>   "MIND YOUR OWN BUSINESS!!"

Not always. I've found that for many kinds of obnoxious behavior statments
like "Look, this hotel has been nice and we really don't want to screw
things up" or "C'mon, don't go doing that in the elevator" is effective
over half the time. For those who say mind your own business, I'd point out
that it is MY business. What happens at a convention is the business of all
of us who care about fandom. If you tell them "Don't stop and I'll call
security" even the problem cases generally aren't stupid enough to keep
trying to do whatever it is they are doing.  (There are some stupid enough:
then call security.)

I remember during the Boskone from Hell (the last one at the Sheraton) when
I caught someone doing something pretty dumb. I was angry enough that I
wasn't being reasonable so I told him to come back to the office, we were
tossing him out. Luckily, all the way back he was apologetic and I was
calming down, so I let him off with a warning. He really just didn't seem
to realize that what he was doing was wrong. But after that, he volunteered
to help us keep a look out and tell others to stop doing dumb things. And
he did!

Jim

------------------------------

Date: 28 Jun 90 01:56:25 GMT
From: tim@efi.com (Tim Maroney)
Subject: Re: Comments on Harlan Ellison's Article in IASFM

whh@PacBell.COM (Wilson Heydt) writes:
>I *did* "see" a serious problem with a pro whom I won't name.  I was on a
>panel with the pro who showed up 3/4 sloshed.  When he couldn't make a
>point with logic, he'd try volume.  Altogether a painful experience.

It was Jerry Pournelle.  No, I don't know what con or what panel you're
talking about.

------------------------------

Date: 28 Jun 90 21:19:42 GMT
From: chuq@apple.com (That's MR. Idiot to you)
Subject: Re: Comments on Harlan Ellison's Article in IASFM

markb@cimage.com (Mark Bernstein) writes:
>I've said for years that one of the best things about fandom is that it
>gives the socially unschooled a place to develop the skills they never
>learned in mundania, and do so in a supportive atmosphere.

That is a two-edged sword. Fandom does accept the socially different
(whether dysfunctional, untrained or simply unusual. It's not meant in a
negative way). Unfortunately, fandom also doesn't really do anything to
encourage people to grow. It's a nurturing environment with no motivations.
People who want to grow up will, people who don't, stay socially repressed
forever which is not good.

There is a point where fandom stops being a caring environment and starts
being a crutch to protect people from dealing with the real world. At that
point, fandom actually becomes a negative thing, not a positive.

Fandom shouldn't be the escape from reality some people make it. It should
be a vacation. Fandom's really good at bringing in the socially repressed,
but not terribly good at making them less repressed or encouraging them to
grow. It's like building this beautiful greenhouse and forgetting to
install windows - some plants will figure out how to grow anyway, but
we're not making it easy on the average plant.

Chuq Von Rospach
chuq@apple.com

------------------------------

Date: 28 Jun 90 22:52:46 GMT
From: thetroll@rata.vuw.ac.nz (The Troll)
Subject: Re: Comments on Harlan Ellison's Article in IASFM

pepke@sun13.scri.fsu.edu (Eric Pepke) writes:
>Another poster mentioned that Ellison said a pretty insulting thing to
>Isaac Asimov and also asserted that Ellison was just trying to play
>smart-aleck, that Asimov recognized it, and that the two have been good
>friends ever since.  Although Asimov's writing is far from my favorite,
>his perception seems quite highly developed.  It is a delight to watch him
>have fun with the letters to the editor of IASFM.  Ellison's is less so.
>I wonder if a young fan said exactly the same thing to Ellison with
>exactly the same intent, would such a friendship develop?  I take that
>back.  I have a pretty good idea what the answer would be.

Well, I did say a pretty insulting thing to Harlan at a convention, just
after a reading of one of his essays. I said, roughly, that I didn't like
Harlan's writing and that I didn't think that his writing was very good (I
will hasten to add that I have changed my opinion since). Several other
fans turned on me and started to explain that I was being... impolite, when
Harlan told them that "I was entitled to my opinion" and "at least I was
being honest" and that they should leave me alone. I had quite a bit of
contact with Harlan over the rest of the convention and although I wouldn't
go so far as to say we developed a friendship (I am after all not a writer,
nor do I live in the US) I would say that Harlan was polite and pleasant to
me the entire time.

I'd note that this happened in 1983, and Harlan did spend a lot of his
on-stage time, talking either about the wrongs publishers and Hollywood had
done him or the various nasty stories circulating in fandom about his
behaviour at cons, so I'd suggest that his essay (which I have not read) is
perhaps a natural outgrowth of some of the comments he has been making for
years.

As for Harlan's purpose in writing the essay, I can't conjecture, I'd have
to ask *him*. My reaction based on what I've seen posted here is to say
that it is a storm in a tea-cup. Stuff happens, there are nasty people out
there that do things I would find appalling. That does not mean that the
solution to the problem is one of imposing more rules or banning people, as
some have suggested. I think, (being a reformed character myself), that
peer pressure is a much better tool to use.

What are "we" going to do about it? Well, the last time I saw someone
trying to rip up a piece of hotel furniture I suggested to them that it
wasn't such a good idea and they stopped. The last time a drunk fan decided
to interupt a conversation I was having, I told them that they were being
annoying and if they didn't quiet down they should leave, and when they
continued I picked them up and shifted them twenty feet down the corridor
with a second warning that next time they were going in the pool.

But I have similar confrontations just walking down the street, fandom
isn't special, it's more of the same. I spent eight years rehabilitating my
fannish image so that people wouldn't leave when I entered a room. I think
everyone should be given a chance.

Alex Heatley
Computing Services Centre
Victoria University of Wellington
alex@rata.vuw.ac.nz

------------------------------

Date: 29 Jun 90 06:18:20 GMT
From: dan@yoyodyne.mit.edu (Dan Parmenter)
Subject: Re: Comments on Harlan Ellison's Article in IASFM

chuq@Apple.COM writes:
[...re: fandom as a place to learn social gracess]
>That is a two-edged sword. Fandom does accept the socially different
>(whether dysfunctional, untrained or simply unusual. It's not meant in a
>negative way). Unfortunately, fandom also doesn't really do anything to
>encourage people to grow - it's a nurturing environment with no
>motivations. People who want to grow up will, people who don't, stay
>socially repressed forever which is not good.
>
>There is a point where fandom stops being a caring environment and starts
>being a crutch to protect people from dealing with the real world. At that
>point, fandom actually becomes a negative thing, not a positive.

Thank you for coming right out and saying it Chuq.  What you've said is
absolutely correct.  People for whom FIAWOL ("Fandom is A Way of Life") is
true can sometimes be a bit hard to take.  there are plenty of people who
devote a great deal of time and energy to fandom, but still have outside
interests, families, and other things that they care about.

Some fans only have fandom.

What frequently happens is that the latter type of fan may have a difficult
time adjusting to the outside world, or may simply be ignored there.  In
the rarefied world of fandom, a person who is a nobody in the outside world
can become a virtual celebrity within fandom.  Alan Moore, who wrote the
Hugo-winning WATCHMEN has been threatening for years to write a story about
a fan who spends most of his time toiling in obscurity at a miserable job,
but during conventions is beloved for his expertise on the esoteric matter
at hand (Moore's story was about comics conventions supposedly, but it's
even more apt for SF fandom really).

Sometimes this takes the form of an extreme sort of elitism at cons that
prevents these people from even enjoying fandom.  I've observed a lot of
big-name fans who have absolutely no tolerance for neos, yet carry on feuds
with any number of other big-namers.  Who does that leave for friends?

This leads to another problem with fandom - not necessarily obnoxious NEO
fans, but obnoxious OLDER fans.  Fans who have enough of a "name" that they
can get their way, by dint of seniority.  Some of the most offensive
fannish behavior I've ever seen is from older fans who behave
reprehensibly, while younger fans look the other way, or dismiss it by
saying "oh, that's just the way so-and-so is".

------------------------------

Date: 30 Jun 90 11:46:40 GMT
From: jjmhome!lmann@m2c.m2c.org (Laurie Mann)
Subject: Re: Comments on Harlan Ellison's Article in IASFM

sharon@asylum.SF.CA.US (Sharon Fisher) writes:
> (I'm curious as to what the response to this article would have been if
> someone other than Harlan had written it.)

I'd be a little more surprised, but my response would pretty much be
the same.  Yes, these things happen... SOMETIMES.  

> Even ignoring all of Harlan's stories, what about the stories from the
> other authors, who don't antagonize their fans?

I'm trying not to take a "blame the victim" mentality.  Most pros (and most
fans) are decent human beings who don't deserve the crap that Harlan
documents.

Try looking at it from the other perspective.  I've worked Program on a
number of cons for a number of years.  I've observed pros being rude to
concoms much more often than I've observed fans being rude to pros.  But I
think it would be unnecessarily devisive & petty to publish an essay that
detailed this behaviour.  Besides, they are INDIVIDUAL incidents and most
pros and other program participants are a joy to work with.

Laurie Mann
harvard!m2c!jjmhome!lmann
lmann%jjmhome@m2c.m2c.org
Laurie_Mann@es.stratus.com
uunet!lectroid!es!Laurie_Mann

------------------------------

Date: 1 Jul 90 14:25:30 GMT
From: bga@pnet51.orb.mn.org (Bruce Albrecht)
Subject: Re: Comments on Harlan Ellison's Article in IASFM

jmann@bigbootay.sw.stratus.com (Jim Mann) writes:
>I agree with his overall point. We have to wake up, we have to notice
>these jackasses in our midst and stomp them hard.  I wonder: what did the
>other fans in the room do when the idiot threw vomit at Foster?  If they
>did nothing, they really NEED waking up. (I'm not prone to get into
>fights, but I'd have been tempted to deck the idiot (I almost typed person
>but that wouldn't be correct) had I been there.

One problem is that incorrect behaviour may be subtle.  At the last
Minicon, I had a discussion with a pro who had been followed the previous
year for nearly the entire con by a guy in combat fatigues.  Granted, she
may have been over-reacting, but I think I would have been nervous if it
had happened to me.

UUCP: {amdahl!bungia, uunet!rosevax, crash}!orbit!pnet51!bga
ARPA: crash!orbit!pnet51!bga@nosc.mil
INET: bga@pnet51.orb.mn.org

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

       Books - Brin & Feist (2 msgs) & Hogan & Pratchett (2 msgs) &
               E.E. Smith (2 msgs) & Tepper & Wilson & Wingrove

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 16 Jul 90 19:59:15 GMT
From: rcj@caen.engin.umich.edu (Rod Johnson)
Subject: Re: Don't read _Earth_

everett@hpcvra.CV.HP.COM (Everett Kaser) writes:
>Sorry, can't let such a negative review go uncontested.  I recently read
>'Earth' myself, and quite enjoyed it.  Maybe it's just the flood of
>fantasy druck that's flooded the markets in the last 10-15 years, maybe
>it's the memories of the Lensman series I read as a kid, lo, these many
>years ago, maybe it was just a good book.  It wasn't classic SF
>'literature', but it was certainly a thought provoking and very enjoyable
>read.

Well, I'm in the "Don't read Earth" camp as well, and you've pointed out a
very good way of looking at it.  The difference is that you think it's
good, and I think it's bad. The Doc Smith comparison is a good one.  Brin
spends the whole last half of the novel playing with superscience that
Kimball Kinnison or Dick Seaton would be perfectly at home with: giant
earth-scale "gravity lasers" that can do just about anything, yet run out
of power at moments critical to the plot, etc.  And the ending is the
worst, absolutely the *worst* deus (dea) ex machina I have suffered through
in a long time.

It's so disappointing.  Brin does have a predilection to space opera, but
at least it's usually leveaned with interesting ideas and a
well-constructed plot.  In Earth he starts out with a really fascinating
panorama of social and ecological crisis, and a very thoughtful look at how
his characters are coping with it all, very Brunner-like, and then he just
*chucks* it for the superscience crap.  Characters disappear; new
characters appear for no reason; old characters reappear.  The whole thing
shows the signs of a rush job, or of very poor editing.

Thumbs down.

Rod Johnson
U Michigan Linguistics
rcj@um.cc.umich.edu

------------------------------

Date: 16 Jul 90 13:49:34 GMT
From: unido!ztivax!ap542!mike@mcsun.eu.net (Mike Hoffmann)
Subject: Any new books on Midkemia/Kelewan cycle by Feist?

Hi!

Does anyone have knowledge on recent appearances of books by Raymond E.
Feist sited in his Riftwar-Saga worlds Midkemia and Kelewan.

That last one I heard of was "Daughter of the Empire", after that came
Fairy Tale, which wasn't concerned at all with above worlds.

Thanks.

Mike Hoffmann
SIEMENS AG
Dept DI AP 542
UUCP: mike%hele@ap542.UUCP
INTERNET:mike%hele%ap542@ztivax.siemens.com

------------------------------

Date: 16 Jul 90 16:31:16 GMT
From: dmm0t@hudson.acc.virginia.edu (David M. Meyer)
Subject: Re: Any new books on Midkemia/Kelewan cycle by Feist?

mike@hele@ap542.uucp (Mike Hoffmann) writes:
>Does anyone have knowledge on recent appearances of books by Raymond E.
>Feist sited in his Riftwar-Saga worlds Midkemia and Kelewan.
>
>That last one I heard of was "Daughter of the Empire", after that came
>Fairy Tale, which wasn't concerned at all with above worlds.

The latest one out in paperback is _Prince of the Blood_, which is about
Arutha's twin sons.  I thought it was quite good, though not as good as
the original series, which was excellent.  There should be more books to
come following _Prince of the Blood_ about the twins.

Soon to appear is _Servant of the Empire_, which is a sequel to _Daughter
of the Empire_.  I haven't read it yet, except for the preview in the back
of _Prince of the Blood_.  It should be out in hardback within a month or
two.

BTW, _Prince of the Blood_ is written by Feist alone; _Servant of the
Empire_ is written with Janny Wurts (as was _Daughter..._).

David M. Meyer
Department of Mechanical and Aerospace Engineering
University of Virginia
Charlottesville, Virginia                            
(804) 924-7926
dmm0t@virginia.edu

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jul 90 01:49:00 GMT
From: OPEROW@ccm.umanitoba.ca
Subject: Re:_Inherit the Stars_

   This book is the first of a trilogy. The other three are as follows:
_The Gentle Giants of Ganemeade_ (book two) and _Giants' Star_ (book
three). All three are pretty much hard-core SF. They deal with the
evolution of an intelligent life-form on the 5th planet, called Minerva
(where the asteroid belt now is), the importation and subsequent evolution
of terrestial life-forms (a zoo menagerie more or less, for scientific
experimentation purposes). An explanation of where Pluto came from, and
it's odd orbit; the origin of Luna (the moon), and it's capture by Earth.
It even explains the social, religous, political and physiological
evolution ,and the mythologies of Humanity on Earth (and off as well).
   As a series, the books are highly cohesive, and enjoyable; and, as
individual books, each can be ( but really shouldn't be ) read alone,
with-out a loss in the enjoyment of them as the subsequent books explain
enough about the previous book(s) so that a strong base in the history of
the time-line is imparted, and for those who read all three books, some
questions from the previous book(s) are also answered in the first chapter
or two in the "review".

James G. Currie
University of Manitoba

------------------------------

Date: 14 Jul 90 12:58:48 GMT
From: zmacx07@doc.ic.ac.uk (Simon E Spero)
Subject: Terry Pratchett Appreciation societies

Sorry to take so long: as a bonus, I've got two addresses for you:

   OCTARINE - Humour in SF/Fantasy

   G.Starr
   Octarine
   46 Arnside Road
   Bestwood Estate
   Nottingham
   NG5 5HE
   England

Also, I hear tell of another group:

   UNIsleb
   c/o Paul Hamilton
   The Llama pen
   18 Culverland close
   Exeter
   Devon
   EX4 6HR
   England

Oh yes, two Discworld books in the pipeline

'Moving Pictures' - H/B novel, due November '90
'Eric' - Graphic Novel, due October '90

And Dangermouse fans will be overjoyed to learn that Cosgrove Hall has
picked up the option to the Truckers series. All hail Arnold Bros.

Simon
zmacx07@uk.ac.ic.doc
sispero%cix@specialix.co.uk
..!ukc!slxsys!cix!sispero

------------------------------

Date: 15 Jul 90 18:28:48 GMT
From: jagardne@aftermath.waterloo.edu (Jim Gardner)
Subject: Re: Terry Pratchett Appreciation societies

At Ad Astra this year, Pratchett mentioned that the wheels are grinding to
make "Mort" into a movie.  Shooting locations are being investigated in
Eastern Europe (says Pratchett, "Eastern Europe looks a lot like
Ankh-Morpork once you scrape the sh*t off it"), and negotiations are
proceeding to get James Earl Jones to do the voice of Death.

Pratchett didn't say much more than this.  I assume we should insert the
usual disclaimers about movie projects - a vast number of projects get
started, a very small number actually make it to the screen.  It's nice to
contemplate "Mort" as a movie, but it's still quite possible that the movie
will die in pre-production.

Jim Gardner
University of Waterloo

------------------------------

Date: 13 Jul 90 22:45:00 GMT
From: ECZ5ACK@oac.ucla.edu (Andy Kohler)
Subject: E.E. 'Doc' Smith

A friend of mine is interested in the Lensman series, by E.E. 'Doc' Smith.
The titles he knows of are:

   The First Lensman
   Second-Stage Lensman
   Children of the Lens
   The Gray Lensman
   Triplanetary

(These titles are from memory so may be slightly wrong.)

Could someone provide information on:

   The correct order to read (if relevant)
   Any other titles in this series
   Any likely mail-order sources
      (he has checked local SF stores, used book shops, and cannot find
       a couple of these titles)

Any information will be greatly appreciated.

Andy Kohler
ecz5ack@UCLAMVS  
ecz5ack@OAC.UCLA.EDU

------------------------------

Date: 14 Jul 90 16:48:15 GMT
From: csusac!potter@csufres.csufresno.edu (david potter)
Subject: Edward Elmer Smith, PhD / LENSMAN novels

ECZ5ACK@OAC.UCLA.EDU (Andy Kohler) writes:
> A friend of mine is interested in the Lensman series, by E.E. 'Doc'
> Smith. The titles he knows of are:
>    The First Lensman/Second-Stage Lensman/Children of the Lens
>    The Gray Lensman/Triplanetary
> (These titles are from memory so may be slightly wrong.)
> Could someone provide information on:
>    The correct order to read (if relevant)
>    Any other titles in this series
>    Any likely mail-order sources
>      (he has checked local SF stores, used book shops, and cannot find
>       a couple of these titles)
> Any information will be greatly appreciated.

E.E. 'Doc' Smith's "LENSMEN" series was actually *four* books, in this
order:
   GALACTIC PATROL
   GRAY LENSMAN
   SECOND-STAGE LENSMEN
   CHILDREN OF THE LENS

When Smith contracted to sell the series to a hardback publisher at the
beginning of the fifties, the publisher (Lloyd Arthur Esbach) pointed out
that Smith had several novellas extant which could become part of the
"LENSMAN" series, if they were composited into one book, and a "bridge"
novel written to hook it into the series.  Thus, "TRIPLANETARY," a prequel
to the series, came into existence, and "FIRST LENSMAN" was written to
bridge it to "GALACTIC PATROL."
 
This is an example of ERBitis, wherein a series is pumped up to the maximum
size possible, because series novels always make more money in the long
run.
 
The six "LENSMAN" novels were out of print for about ten years, until
Pyramid brought them out in paperback in the mid-sixties.  They've been in
and out of print by several pb houses ever since.
 
You requested other novels in the series; there are four you might enjoy
looking at.
 
   "DRAGON LENSMAN," "LENSMAN FROM RIGEL," and "Z-LENSMAN" were written by
David A. Kyle, a long-time member of the Galactic Roamers (the fanac and
writing group E.E. Smith used as his product testing organization) and good
friend of EES.  Kyle worked from notes and discussions that ranged over a
period of nearly forty years, and while his first was a bit roughly
written, his style had settled down nicely by the third book.  All three of
these are available in paperback, original printings 1980, 82, and 83.
Kyle managed to add some original plots and concepts to the series, no mean
achievement in the light of EES' own imagination.
 
  The 4th, by E.E. Smith himself, is a 1960 novel-derived-from-a-novella,
"THE VORTEX BLASTER."  The novel has been published under several titles,
including "THE VORTEX MASTER," "MASTERS OF THE VORTEX," etc.  It's
interesting, but a stand-alone novel merely set in the "Lensmen" universe;
EES had been creating a new series to sell to a new SF magazine that
folded, and discovered that no one else wanted to buy it from him so he
wound the whole thing up in one book and walked away from it.  (The book
has some damned interesting ideas in it, too.)
 
  Other E.E. Smith novels available in multiple paperback printings include
THE SKYLARK OF SPACE, SKYLARK III, SKYLARK OF VALERON, and SKYLARK
DUQUESNE; (the Skylark series, four novels) SUBSPACE EXPLORERS, <and a
sequel I've forgotten>; and THE GALAXY PRIMES novel and the MASTERS OF
SPACE books.
   He made a couple of minor forays into the medieval sword-and-science
genre with smith/engineer called "LORD TEDRIC," and wrote the first couple
of stories in a series about the DesPlainesians (high-gravity superathletes
who work as Imperial spies) but, that series got taken over by Stephen
Goldin a long time ago, and very little of it has anything to do with E.E.
Smith, despite the fact that his name is on the covers.
   Lastly, "THE SPACEHOUNDS OF IPC" is the first or second hardback novel
ever brought out by Fantasy Press, and has had many paperback editions.
 
   All of E.E. Smith's writing dates from an earlier era in SF.  (He wrote
"THE SKYLARK OF SPACE," with a gal named Lee Hawkins, in 1916.  Repeat,
1916.  He wrote "SKYLARK DUQUESNE in the mid-sixties, *FIFTY* years later,
and the fans clambered all over each other racing to the news-stands to buy
the latest issue.)  Despite the Victorian formalism of his style, his
vocabulary and imagination make the writing enjoyable, even instructive;
his command of the language dates from a time when English was actually
taught in the schools.
 
   Smith was a simple, direct, honest, highly intelligent, and incredibly
hard-working man.  He was a miner, a lumberjack, a PhD chemist, a master
machinist, a master mechanic, and an inveterate tinkerer.  At an SF
convention in the early sixties, I saw him and Will Jenkins ("Murray
Leinster") get into a discussion on something to do with phase
relationships, and the whole thing ended up with them constructing some
kind of interferometer, using mirrors from compacts and lenses glommed from
a slide projector, and using a tape measure to measure the spectrographic
lines on the wall, where they'd used a prism to break up what was coming
out of the interferometer, and then sit down in the bar (with a pitcher of
orange juice!) and a pair of slide rules to analyze the results.  I never
did understand what they were arguing about, but they shook hands and
Jenkins paid for the orange juice, so I guess he lost.  They were both
grinning like a couple of loons, and obviously having fun.
 
   At another SF convention, a few years later, one of the dance parties
was getting a bit draggy when EES walked out into the middle of the floor,
and in his typically gentlemanly fashion, asked if anyone would like to
learn to square dance.  Within two hours, people were going back out to
call their friends to get up and come downstairs... the square dance lasted
until around 5 AM, when the last guitar player's fingers had blistered and
the phonograph (that's what we called stereo systems in the Dark Ages,
folks) had smoked.  All during that time, E.E. Smith, PhD, was standing up
on the stage with a mike, *calling* the square dance.  Didn't even have a
rasp in his voice at breakfast.  The only people who can use their voices
that way are trained singers and professionals so where did he happen to
pick up THAT little trick?  Who knows, and that kind of thing is one of the
reasons the guy's stuff is fun to read.
 
   End of sermon.  Sorry for the wordage, but I'm real fond of the guy's
stuff.

------------------------------

Date: 13 Jul 90 14:46:53 GMT
From: gamiddle@maytag.waterloo.edu (Guy Middleton)
Subject: Re: Grass

leo@duttnph.tudelft.nl (Leo Breebaart) writes:
> What does the net think? And does anybody have any recommendations as to
> what other works of Sheri S. Tepper I might enjoy? She apparently has
> written a lot, but this has been the only one of her books I've read so
> far.

Yes, Tepper is quite wonderful.  My favourites (so far, I have not yet read
Grass) are "The Revenants" and "Northshore"/"Southshore".  The latter are
labelled as fantasy, but I could not find any magic or wizards or voodoo
strangeness inside; they are really SF.  Revenants is fantasy.

Tepper's writing reminds me of Patricia McKillip's.  There are a lot more
very good female SF writers (where "good" merely means that I enjoy their
work) than there ever used to be.

------------------------------

Date: 14 Jul 90 14:12:58 GMT
From: ecl@cbnewsj.att.com (Evelyn C. Leeper)
Subject: MEMORY WIRE by Robert Charles Wilson

		   MEMORY WIRE by Robert Charles Wilson
	     Bantam Spectra, 1990 (1988c), ISBN 0-553-26853-8
		     A book review by Evelyn C. Leeper

   Where Wilson's first novel, A HIDDEN PLACE, is a fantasy, this is
science fiction.  Yet both cross the boundaries between the two: A HIDDEN
PLACE has elements of science fiction (especially towards the end) and
MEMORY WIRE, for all its high-tech beginning, draws on the idea of dreams
and visions as a part of life.

   The main character in MEMORY WIRE, Raymond Keller, has implanted in his
head electronics that make him the perfect reporter: they record everything
he sees and hears perfectly.  He is sent to Brazil, where "they" ("they"
being the usual corporate and government baddies) have discovered an alien
artifact that may contain the total knowledge of the aliens and hence give
the holder of limitless power.  The fact that it also can bring out eidetic
memories makes it valuable to anyone who wants to remember or relive their
past.  Most of the novel is spent with characters chasing and being chased,
though while this is going on we do get to see Wilson's vision of the 21st
Century.

   The major weakness of this novel is the ending - all the villains are
too easily defeated or give up.  And, needless to say, the end is very
predictable.  The strengths are Wilson's descriptions of 21st Century life
and of the dream-like states of his characters.  On the whole I found this
a disappointment after Wilson's promising beginning with A HIDDEN PLACE,
but not enough so that I would totally give up on him.  Rather, I would
hope that he would concentrate where his strength is, on fantasy rather
than on science fiction.

Evelyn C. Leeper
+1 908-957-2070
att!mtgzy!ecl
ecl@mtgzy.att.com

------------------------------

Date: 13 Jul 90 13:32:28 GMT
From: herndon@sctc.com (William R. Herndon)
Subject: David Wingrove's latest

Does anybody know when "Chung Kuo - The Broken Wheel" will be out?  I am
looking forward to it eagerly, having read "Chung Kuo - The Middle Kingdom"
which I loved.

William R. Herndon                              
Secure Computing Technology Corp.                  
(612) 482-7431 			
herndon@sctc.com				   
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Date: 9 Jul 90 16:48:30 GMT
From: "Mary_Jo_DiBella.henr801E"@xerox.com
Subject: Re: Comments on Harlan Ellison's Article in IASFM

This weekend I had a chance to read the article which has been under
discussion.

I was appalled.  I was horrified.  I wept.

But I have to say, I was also confused.  Ellison is giving examples of
horrors which fans have done to writers, and like most decent folks I am
filled with sympathy and then he tosses in an example of an additional
'atrocity' and I wrinkle my nose and wonder: "why would anyone resent
*that*???"

One writer (I think it was Joanna Russ) told him about how she was
infuriated when, after she had given a lecture, she overheard one fan say
to another, "she's so creative..."  Now, I'm real sorry, but I have to
wonder if someone's being just a tad hypersensitive here.  I mean, I know
quite well that writing is grueling work.  It takes years of training and
long, painful hours to hone the skill.

But the majority of us would be incapable of writing a book, no matter HOW
long we trained or worked which implies that, in order to be a successful
writer, there must first be a modicum of innate talent present.  Hey, it's
no insult to say to someone, "I admire the talent you were born with, and
the work you've done to develop it."  Saying, "She's so creative", in my
opinion, does nothing to denigrate the hard work this author has done.
It's a *compliment*, not an insult, and suggesting otherwise just serves to
make those of us who WANT to be decent fans uncertain of our every move
around these lofty persons.

Example 2: Ellison was angered at seeing people wearing T-shirts which
said, "50 short years of Harlan Ellison" (It was his 50th birthday).  His
reasoning was the combination of two perceived insults: first, that he is a
*short* person (short in stature) and resented the use of that word in this
context.  Secondly, he was angry that nobody had offered him any royalty
dollars for selling the shirts.

Well, if I were the type to wear T-shirts (which I am not), I just might
have thought that this one was a nice way to say 'happy birthday' without
having to bother him by saying it to his face because I had NO IDEA that he
was a 'short person' and even if I knew I probably would not have clicked
on the double meaning.  I mean, I've never seen the guy.  Are we talking
horse-racing jockey here, or is he just a tad shorter than the average
person?  If he is SO short that his lack of physical stature just SCREAMS
the word 'short', then I might have realized and been embarrassed on seeing
him but, that wouldn't mean that I intended to hurt his feelings, just that
I DIDN'T KNOW!!!  I mean, come on, the guy's a WRITER. How would I know
from reading his words?????

Regarding royalty dollars: well, if a merchant sells a greeting card which
says "happy birthday", that merchant has undeniably made a profit because
of someone else's happy occasion.  Does that mean he owes the birthday
person a cut?  Now, I know what you're thinking, birthday cards are
generic, this shirt had his NAME on it.  But he should understand that most
fans are just ordinary people.  Our names aren't worth squat to anyone, so
we're likely to be ignorant of the protocol involved in placing a monetary
value on the use of someone's name.

My point here is that, even as (I like to think) a decent sort of person, I
would have fallen into these traps and given insult where only admiration
was intended.  That pains me, it really does.

So what does a fan *do* about it, other than just staying out of the
writers' sight and earshot in order to avoid giving offense?  And, if
that's what they want, then why did they come to the con in the FIRST
place????

MJ 

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jul 90 22:54:47 GMT
From: wdstarr@athena.mit.edu (William December Starr)
Subject: Re: Comments on Harlan Ellison's Article in IASFM

"Mary_Jo_DiBella.henr801E"@XEROX.COM said:
> Example 2: Ellison was angered at seeing people wearing T-shirts which
> said, "50 Short Years of Harlan Ellison" (It was his 50th birthday).  His
> reasoning was the combination of two perceived insults: first, that he is
> a *short* person (short in stature) and resented the use of that word in
> this context.  Secondly, he was angry that nobody had offered him any
> royalty dollars for selling the shirts.

I winced when I read that one because I suspect that if I'd been at that
con and if I was a t-shirt sort of person I might very well have bought one
of those and worn it in Harlan's presence, not because I wanted to be a
wise-ass but rather because it never would have occurred to me that anyone
would have the raw chutzpah (among other things) to market such a t-shirt
without Harlan's approval.

So I suppose that his infamous IASFM essay has served its purpose, at least
to a limited degree: it has educated _me_ about how crass and/or unthinking
some fans can be, and has thereby lowered my level of naivete and
gullibility a bit, which I suppose is a good thing.  I just hope Harlan
realizes that many/most/all of the fans he saw wearing that t-shirt were
innocents who honestly thought that he was getting a kick out of it.  

William December Starr
wdstarr@athena.mit.edu

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jul 90 15:34:44 GMT
From: U19807@uicvm.uic.edu
Subject: RE: Harlan Ellison's "Xenogenesis"

LAURIE MANN writes:
> My purpose is to remind people, particularly those who have little
> contact with fandom,that Harlan describes things that RARELY happen.
> Yes,these things are bad,but he's blown a few awful incidents way out of
> proportion.

Hmmm. Personally,I have a hard time believing that HE blew things out of
proportion when Harlan was quoting from letters from other pros for the
most part. Also, how in the hell can you blow an incident as disgusting and
humiliating as the Alan Dean Foster/warm cup of vomit story "out of
proportion"? the tone is Foster's letter was incredibly calm and collected,
understanding what sort of atrocity (and I use the word "atrocity", because
that's exactly what it was) had occured. Equally stupid and/or insane was
the punch Barry Longyear received because someone didn't like his book; the
utterly callous treatment the late Terry Carr received at the hands of a
"fan" after his first novel came out; the idiotic abuse heaped upon Marta
Randall time and time again by "fans" at Cons and in print; and so on and
so on and SO on. Can any of these abuses be blown "out of proportion",
Laurie, especially if they're culled from letters sent by other pros? And
if Harlan was being utterly self-serving in writing this essay, how come
the jibe by Donald Kingsbury was included as well?

> Harlan is one of those people who has antagonized a number of other
> people in fandom. When you have that kind of reputation, you're going to
> be antagonized back.

I recall (correctly, I hope) that one of the essays in SLEEPLESS NIGHTS ON
THE PROCRUSTREAN BED dealt with an overweight "fan" trying to block
Harlan's exit from an elevator, and that this mope apparently thought that
trying to rile Harlan in this way would be a moral victory. If he was
"antagonized" by Harlan, he sure picked an infantile way of dealing with
it. The point is, does the fact that Harlan may've ruffled a few feathers
mean that fans can then slap him around in a non-literary (read: physical
or psychological abuse) way for it? If you're going to antagonize someone
"right back", do it in print.  If you perceive you've been slandered, SUE
THE AUTHOR. However, ANYBODY who would throw eggs at a piece of sculpture
because they didn't like a movie review is not functioning on a rational
level. And if Harlan is the only target because of his alleged antagonism
towards fandom, how did he get so many other examples from people as
respected as, say, Bloch, Asimov and Heinlein? How,indeed?

> And just because Harlan and fandom have such an "ambiguous relationship"
> doesn't mean it's a waste of time for the rest of us.

Laurie, what Harlan may perceive about fandom shouldn't shape what YOU'RE
going to do at cons in the first place! I don't get the reasoning behind
this statement. He put a _caveat_ in the article stating that the MAJORITY
of fans are decent people, and that his primary reason for his increased
absence from cons was the abuses heaped upon him and other pros by the
little creeps who make up the minority. Why would you make such a statement
when his primary goal was to point out how pros occasionally get the short
end of the stick without deserving it? Is Harlan and his "ambiguous
relationship" with fandom the central subject of the article? Not to me, it
isn't. Even if it was, that would in no way deny the fact that pros, no
matter whether they've "antagonized" fans or not, do not deserve this crap
getting dumped in their laps every single time they're asked to be guests
at a con. Even if they're getting paid for the appearance, this in no way
entitles "fans" such as our friend with the warm cup of vomit to treat them
no better than circus geeks. The people who built this literary genre with
their toil and lack of recognition in "literary circles" (whoever THEY are)
deserve better treatment than that.

Chris Krolczyk
Treasurer,UIC Science Fiction Society
University of Illinois at Chicago

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jul 90 02:58:20 GMT
From: tim@efi.com (Tim Maroney)
Subject: Re: Comments on Harlan Ellison's Article in IASFM

I was discussing this with a friend in the industry today, and she
mentioned that Ellison himself is noted for the kind of anti-writer abuses
he is criticizing in fans.  He has, for instance, viciously attacked both
James Patrick Kelly and Martha Soukup, telling them they would never amount
to anything.  I can only imagine the plaintive shrieks from Ellison if any
fan were to say the same thing to them, but apparently his difficulty with
criticizing writers to their face only applies to people other than
himself.

She also stated that in her opinion, criticism from the public is to be
expected, but that writers ought to be more mutually supportive.  This
would make Ellison a worse offender than many of the fans he complains
about.

My own feeling is that a certain amount of criticism, both in print and in
person, goes with the territory, and that these complaints should have been
omitted.  However, cups of bodily semifluids, stolen rare books, mass
forged gift subscriptions, etc., are something of which we should all take
notice.

(Incidentally, the person who I spoke with was neither Martha nor Mr.
Kelly, who do not know I am saying this.  I'll mention it to Martha next
time I see her and hope she doesn't hit me or anything.)

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jul 90 17:27:17 GMT
From: jbg@wsc-sun.boeing.com (James Glidewell)
Subject: Re: Comments on Harlan Ellison's Article in IASFM

"Mary_Jo_DiBella.henr801E"@XEROX.COM writes:
>One writer (I think it was Joanna Russ) told him about how she was
>infuriated when, after she had given a lecture, she overheard one fan say
>to another, "she's so creative..."  Now, I'm real sorry, but I have to
>wonder if someone's being just a tad hypersensitive here.  

I've got to agree. If this is the worst thing a fan has ever done to her
(and it was her "favorite horror story") I don't really think that she has
any business complaining.

>Example 2: Ellison was angered at seeing people wearing T-shirts which
>said, "50 short years of Harlan Ellison" (It was his 50th birthday).  His
>reasoning was the combination of two perceived insults: first, that he is
>a *short* person (short in stature) and resented the use of that word in
>this context.  Secondly, he was angry that nobody had offered him any
>royalty dollars for selling the shirts.
>
>My point here is that, even as (I like to think) a decent sort of person,
>I would have fallen into these traps and given insult where only
>admiration was intended.  That pains me, it really does.

One thing that I don't feel that has been sufficiently discussed on this
article was the cruelty of Harlan Ellison to those who were attending his
Westercon speech. I'm only guessing, but I would suppose that the "50
years" T-shirt might have been the only souvenir with Ellison's name on it.
The fans who bought the T-shirts probably liked and admired Ellison. For
all the fans knew, it might have been Harlan himself who thought of (or at
least approved of) the idea. The fact that the T-shirts were openly for
sale at the conference would imply to some people a 'tacit' approval. And
after all, you can't use sombody's name without their permission, right????
(:-))

So here are these poor fans, who only wanted a funny t-shirt, attending
Ellison's speech. What happens? Harlan speaks for 1.5 hours about the truly
horrible things that some "fans" do to authors. After this depressing
litany, when the people in the audience are thoroughly ground down, he
takes aim directly at the t-shirt wearers. They are insensitive, bad
mannered, thoughtless, unkind. Either that, or they are as bad as the
vomit-thrower.  "One must assume none of you gave it a consideration,
because the alternative is the contemplation of someone who throws warm
vomit."

Now I would not defend those "fans" who did the many horrible things that
Harlan lists, but the one thing that can be said is that, in general, they
were only screwing over one person at a time. Harlan, in his speech,
cruelly and deliberately slams a large number of people (the t-shirt
wearers, and by extension, the whole of SF fandom). By making the purchase
of an inappropriate t-shirt a crime comparable to throwing vomit, he makes
all of us out to be goons.

While I think that the subject of the article is appropriate in print, I
have real reservations about it as a guest of honor speech. To vilify, in
person, those whose transgression was nothing more than purchasing a
T-shirt which H.E. objects to (and did not get a royalty from ?!?) is a far
worse offense than the T-shirt purchase.

Harlan's closing of his speech was rude, petulant, and unnecessarily cruel.
It undoubtedly caused a number of people at the con to feel (IMHO
undeserved) shame and guilt. Harlan's mind-f**k of the t-shirt wearing
attendees was as bad as many of those contained in his anecdotes.

Xenogenesis, indeed.

Jim Glidewell
jbg@wsc-sun.boeing.com
uw-beaver!bcsaic!wsc-sun!jbg

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jul 90 17:49:03 GMT
From: davidl@leonardo.intel.com (David D. Levine)
Subject: Re: Comments on Harlan Ellison's Article in IASFM

"Mary_Jo_DiBella.henr801E"@XEROX.COM said:
> Example 2:  Ellison was angered at seeing people wearing T-shirts
> which said, "50 Short Years of Harlan Ellison"...

This is one of the points in the essay that really makes me feel that
Ellison is being petty.

I was on the committee for the 1984 Westercon.  After Ellison's GoH speech,
I went up to him and apologized for the shirt (even though the committee
had had nothing to do with it).  He just waved me off with a gesture that
seemed to me to be indended to indicate "don't worry, I'm not really that
offended, I just needed to make a point."  So I was very surprised to see
this point STILL the climax of the essay when it finally saw publication.

The 1984 Westercon was the very first convention for a good friend of mine.
She saw Frank Catalano (local fan and sometime author) talking with Ellison
earlier in the convention.  Catalano was wearing the shirt and came up to
Ellison saying "Hey, Harlan, what do you think of it?"  She recalls Ellison
saying something to the effect that he thought it was a cute gag.  She went
ahead and bought the shirt, and was WEARING it at Ellison's GoH speech.
After being reviled by the Guest of Honor, she went home in tears and never
wore the shirt again.  I'm just glad the incident didn't scare her off of
Fandom entirely.

By the way, the fellow that made the shirts was wearing one the next day
that said "Official Pariah of Westercon 37."  And have you EVER seen any of
the hundreds of people who paid good money for that shirt wearing it since?
I haven't.

Admittedly, this is all based on fuzzy six-year-old memories.  But if I'm
recalling and interpreting correctly, Harlan Ellison either was faking it
the times he indicated he wasn't offended, or he puffed up his indignation
just to make a point.  Having read a lot of his essays, I know that Ellison
is not one to pull punches or hide his feelings when he is truly offended,
so I'd be inclined to believe the latter.  This would mean that he's made a
lot of people (including me) feel bad for no reason.

Like I said, I think Ellison is being very petty.

David D. Levine
Intel IMSO Tech Pubs
davidl@leonardo.intel.com
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Today's Topics:

	    Books - Adams (2 msgs) & Cherryh & Dick & Galouye &
                    Norton (2 msgs) & Powers & Saberhagen &
                    Clark Ashton Smith (2 msgs) & Zelazny (3 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 16 Jul 90 17:16:06 GMT
From: Matthew.Diamond@maps.cs.cmu.edu
Subject: Re: Long Dark Teatime

To answer the question about the significance of the eagle that hangs
around for most of the story: recall the marks on the wings.  Also, when
Dirk tries to make money by reading palms (he quits because he's always
right) he tell a woman that her husband is safe even though she says that
he went missing in his fighter plane over the North Sea.

A few more points: Thor mentions having trouble with a plane, the same way
he accidentally transformed the airline hostess. Finally, we last see the
eagle in Dirk's house, then when everything is put right at the end,
there's a newspaper headline mentioning that a house was demolished when a
fighter plane apparently flew out of it.  Dirk is about to read this
headline (and realize that his house is wrecked) just as the book ends.

I have friends who were confused by the eagle as well.  Like most Adams
books, LDTTOTS was fun on a page by page basis, but the overall story was
one of his worst.  Lets face it, unlike the first book, Dirk had very
little to do with the story.  He pieced facts together, but had no effect
on the outcome.

Matthew Diamond
matt@maps.cs.cmu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 16 Jul 90 22:29:49 GMT
From: roc@crg8.sqnt.com (Ron Christian)
Subject: Re: Long Dark Teatime

"The Long Dark Tea-Time of the Soul" needs to be read at least twice.  When
I finished it the first time, on a business trip, I immediately started at
the beginning and read it through again.  Events that seem pure whimsey the
first time you read of them become logical and proper (within the context
of the story) the second time.

I just recently read Tea-Time for the third time, after letting it sit on
the shelf for several months, and caught even more connections then I had
previously noticed.  For plot complexity, this book is a work of art.

Ron

------------------------------

Date: 18 Jul 90 07:53:50 GMT
From: brad@looking.on.ca (Brad Templeton)
Subject: Cyteen (Spoilers)

Great book, but is it just me, or does it leave a lot of questions without
answers?

SPOILERS

Anybody want to comment on the character of Dennys Nye?  Does the sudden
realization that he's the bad guy at the end make sense.  We know he's the
smart one, and one presumes it was one of the Nye brothers who killed
Emory, probably him but, I'm still confused by it.

Perhaps my copy ended abruptly?

Brad Templeton
ClariNet Communications Corp.
Waterloo, Ontario
519/884-7473

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jul 90 21:15:37 GMT
From: jcc@cs.umd.edu (John Cherniavsky)
Subject: PKDs adaptations

The Washington Post Book Review this past Sunday had an interesting note in
its ``margins'' section. The note commented on PKDs two adaptations - Blade
Runner and Total Recall. PKD apparently refused on principles to rewrite
DADoES to reflect the Blade Runner script. The article continues by noting
that the prose in Anthony's rewrite of WCRifYW is far inferior to PKDs and
laments that Anthony's rewrite was chosen, rather than, say, a reissue of
some of PKDs short stories including WCRifYW. The article also notes that
PKD turned down $60,000 for the rewrite (money he could ill afford to give
up at the time).  Anyone know if the above anecdote about PKD is actually
true?

Also note that Total Recall will easily gross more than $100 million.  Is
this a record for a film made from a previously published SF story or novel
(Star Wars and Star Trek movies don't count).

John C. Cherniavsky

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jul 90 22:27:47 GMT
From: afbst@unix.cis.pitt.edu (Audrey F Bancroft)
Subject: Re: Galouye

Does anybody have a listing of Galouye's works?  I read a few of his books
years ago.  They brought to mind some of the more esoteric works of authors
such as William Tenn and Alfred Bester.

afbst@unix.cis.pitt.edu               

[Moderator's Note: There is a list of books by this author in the author
lists in the archives provided by John Wenn.  The filename is
pub/sfl/authorlists/Galouye.Daniel and is available via anonymous ftp.]

------------------------------

Date: 18 Jul 90 00:36:54 GMT
From: daniels@tle.enet.dec.com (Bradford R. Daniels)
Subject: Andre Norton == Alice Mary Norton?

Someone recently posted a note to the effect that they (mistakenly) thought
Glen and Rick Cook were the same person.  This reminded me that I have
thought for quite sometime that Alice Mary Norton (author of _The_
_Borrowers_ series of childrens' books) and Andre Norton (author of
numerous adult and childrens' science fiction books) were the same person.
On reflection, though, I can't recall where I got this idea.

Am I mistaken, or are they the same person?

Brad Daniels

------------------------------

Date: 18 Jul 90 05:05:34 GMT
From: JWenn.ESAE@xerox.com
Subject: Re: Andre Norton == Alice Mary Norton?

daniels@tle.enet.dec.com writes: 
> This reminded me that I have thought for quite sometime that Alice Mary
> Norton (author of _The_ _Borrowers_ series of childrens' books) and Andre
> Norton (author of numerous adult and childrens' science fiction books)
> were the same person.  On reflection, though, I can't recall where I got
> this idea.
> 
> Am I mistaken, or are they the same person?

No wonder you're confused.  You have the names mixed up.

The author of the Borrowers series is *Mary Norton*.  Noted SF writer Andre
Norton was born *Alice Mary Norton* (but has since legally changed her name
to Andre Alice Norton).  Andre Norton has also written book under the
pseudonyms Andrew North and Allen Weston.  And yes, they are different
people.

John
JWenn.ESAE@Xerox.com

------------------------------

Date: 18 Jul 90 14:04:05 GMT
From: luther@ohstpy.mps.ohio-state.edu
Subject: Tim Powers Book

   I thought I would draw attention to a recent book by Tim Powers called
_The_Stress_of_Her_Regard_.  I recently finished reading it courtesy of my
local library.

   If you have enjoyed previous works by Powers such as _The_Anubis_Gates_
you might want to give this one a try.  The plot revolves around an English
doctor who unwittingly becomes involved with a race of biblical sexual
vampires. (Don't look at me, read the book.)  The best feature of the book
is how the plot uses the historical characters of Percy Shelly, Mary
Shelly, Lord Byron and others.  They too are troubled by this ancient race
and Powers' reinterpertation of their actions, poems and novels to further
his plot is masterful.  You'll never read Keats again in the same light.
The book even has an intriguing version of the famous ghost-story
challenge.

  I don't want to give the impression that you have to be a literature
major to enjoy the book, (though a passing knowledge of some of the poetry
of Byron, Keats and Shelly will greatly enhance your enjoyment.)

  On the whole I think any Powers fan will love _The_Stress_of_Her_Regard_
and it may gain him a number of new fans as well.

Just my opinion.
                              
Bryan A. Luther
Physics Department
Ohio State University
luther@mps.ohio-state.edu 

------------------------------

Date: 16 Jul 90 13:49:38 GMT
From: JANED@brownvm.brown.edu ("Jane E. Driscoll")
Subject: Re: SF-LOVERS Digest   V15 #255

The one thing that no one has mentioned in the discussion on Saberhagen's
Swords book is the fact the the Lost Swords is not a triad. I believe it
was either the 5th or 6th that I just finished reading and considering the
ending I don't think it will end there.

------------------------------

Date: 14 Jul 90 06:02:35 GMT
From: fi@whittaker.rice.edu (Fiona Oceanstar)
Subject: new fan of Clark Ashton Smith

I am a new and increasingly enthused fun of the weird fantasist Clark
Ashton Smith.  I discovered him, as many do, through his contributions to
Lovecraft's Cthulhu mythos.  The only book I currently own is the
(beautiful) Arkham House edition called _Rendezvous_at_Averroigne_.

Can anyone tell me:

Does he have a fan club?

Are there any references to his life and work that are recommended?

Is there anything at ALL you want to tell me about him?

I don't have much of an sf or fantasy library, and I don't have any sf
encyclopedias, so even if you just want to tell me some basic stuff you
happen to have lying around, I'd be interested.

E-mail to me.  I'll summarize for the list if there's interest.

------------------------------

From: cje@elbereth.rutgers.edu (Cthulhu's Jersey Epopt)
Subject: Re: new fan of Clark Ashton Smith
Date: 17 Jul 90 17:15:40 GMT
Cc: fi@whittaker.rice.edu

fi@whittaker.rice.edu (Fiona Oceanstar) writes: 
> I am a new and increasingly enthused fun of the weird fantasist Clark
> Ashton Smith.  I discovered him, as many do, through his contributions to
> Lovecraft's Cthulhu mythos.  The only book I currently own is the
> (beautiful) Arkham House edition called _Rendezvous_at_Averroigne_.

If you're lucky and visit used book stores often enough, you may find
copies of the 4 CAS paperbacks Lin Carter assembled in the early '70s:
HYPERBOREA (collecting all the Hyperborea stories), ZOTHIQUE (ditto the Z.
stories), POSEIDONIS (various Atlantis-related stories, including the P.
cycle), and XICCARPH (the 2 X. stories, some Aihai stories, some others).
I consider all of CAS's various story cycles (all of the above, plus the
Averoigne and Hastane stories) to be connected, in one way or the other, to
the Cthulhu Mythos, mostly by HPL and CAS swapping references, but
occasionally by later Mythos writers using CAS elements.

Lin Carter has written a number of CAS pastiches, based on fragments or
notes left by CAS himself.  I think these are pretty inferior, but you may
like them.  They're in pretty widely scattered places of publication,
though.  More details on request.

I borrowed a library book called STRANGE SHADOWS which is a collection of
CAS's fragments and notes (including a short play set in Zothique).  It
refers to THE BLACK BOOK OF CLARK ASHTON SMITH (apparently once published
by Arkham House), which contains more notes and fragments.  And
Necronomicon Press (address in BOOKS IN PRINT) also sells a part of CAS's
Black Book.  (A "Black Book" is another name for a "Commonplace Book",
which many writers use to collect plot ideas, character names, etc.)

Other than that, I've found the InterLibrary Loan service of the RU
libraries to be invaluable.

> Does he have a fan club?

Unknown.  Probably, somewhere.  

> Are there any references to his life and work that are recommended?

Again, there are probably bios somewhere, but I'm not aware of anything on
the order of the material there is for HPL or Robert E. Howard.

There's an issue of the fanzine NYCTALOPS which is devoted to CAS's work.
Pretty nice issue if you can find it.  Some biographical and
bibliographical info is included.  Ask at SF conventions where people sell
fanzine back issues.

> Is there anything at ALL you want to tell me about him?

He was also a sculptor (carved little "gods" out of the rocks he found near
his family cabin in the California mountainsides), poet, and translator (of
Baudelaire).  I once saw a publication that collected photos of his
scultures, and I've long regretted not buying it.

> I don't have much of an sf or fantasy library, and I don't have any sf
> encyclopedias, so even if you just want to tell me some basic stuff you
> happen to have lying around, I'd be interested.

I'd like to correspond with other CAS enthusiasts.  For example, I've made
a couple of crude (MacDraw) maps of Averoigne and Zothique, and I'd like to
compare my interpretations with others'.

Chris Jarocha-Ernst
CCIS
Rutgers University
Piscataway, NJ 08855-0879
UUCP: {ames, att, harvard, moss, seismo}!rutgers!elbereth.rutgers.edu!cje
ARPA: JAROCHAERNST@CANCER.RUTGERS.EDU

------------------------------

Date: 13 Jul 90 22:52:22 GMT
From: erich@near.cs.caltech.edu (Erich Schneider)
Subject: Re: Zelazny's Knight of Shadows

plw@sgfb.ssd.ray.com (Paul L. White) said:
> Has anyone seen Knight of Shadows in paperback yet?  Will I have to wait
> until the publisher squeezes the last dime out of the hardcover sales or
> can I go to my neighborhood purveyor or literary substances and purchase
> said volume at a fraction of its hardcover price?  :^)

It seems the 2nd series Amber books have been released in paperback about a
year after they're released in hardback (perhaps because Zelazny releases
one every two years). So, the p-back version should hit the shelves
sometime around Thanksgiving.

Erich Schneider
erich@tybalt.caltech.edu
try erich@through.caltech.edu

------------------------------

Date: 16 Jul 90 22:49:59 GMT
From: rjg@isc.intel.com (Richard Greco)
Subject: Re: Knight of Shadows

CL310104@ulkyvx.BITNET writes:
>I just finished _Knight of Shadows_ By Roger Zelazny... A few mysteries
>solved, a few new ones introduced... Just a few off the top of my head...

Even more SPOILERS are present in this follow up.

>Is that cute little ring that was apparently created by Brand controlling
>Merlin to some extent?  I didn't get the rationalization of why Brand
>wouldn't be wearing it at all times, unless it's cursed/dangerous...

I did not get the impression that Brand had made the ring.  As Merlin said,
why would he have left it behind at the Battle of Pattern Fall.  Sure he
had the Jewel, but just judging from what Merlin did with the ring, Brand
could not have had access to it or he would have dispatched his enemies too
easily.

If you read the section of the book where Merlin and Dworkin leave
Dworkin's residence, Dworkin needs to collect some things before he leaves
for castle Amber.  He picks up three things:

   1) A rod like object
   2) A small package that rattles
   3) A larger package

I believe that these are Brands's sword, the ring Merlin finds, and the
stone Merlin brings back from the Hall of mirrors.  Dworkin would have to
plant these things for Merlin to find while Merlin was in the Hall of
Mirrors, but this should be within Dworkin's powers.

>What's Corwin up to??

I believe that Corwin and Dworkin are involved in the battle between the
Logrus and the Pattern.  Dworkin comments to Merlin that he does not want
to influence a choice that Merlin has yet to make.  I think that Dworkin
and Corwin are uniquely qualified for this because being attuned to the
Jewel they are above the powers of either the Logrus or the Pattern.  There
is a chance for at least one other person to be in this elite and that is
if it turns out that Suhey drew the Logrus.  I guess that Random and Coral
also belong in this list, although this is Merlin's story so Random will be
a bit player in the resolution.  Coral has to be involved in some way but
she should know even less then Merlin about what is really going on.

>Why is Merlin still allowed to utilize Logrus powers if he betrayed it?
>What rationalization is there for continued access to Logrus powers from
>the Serpent's point of view?

Merlin still has not made his choice.  Also Merlin is now an initiate of
the Jewel that he can draw power from.  Merlin comments that his logrus
powers feel different now that he is attuned to the Jewel.  Since the
Pattern and the Logrus are just constructs they may not have much choice in
the matter.  If the Pattern cannot destroy Merlin now that he is attuned to
the jewel, the Logrus may not be able to deny him.

>Do the rest of you think that Jurt+Julia makes a credible enemy for
>Merlin?  Granted, he's very inexperienced et-cetera, but, they just don't
>seem to have the devastating evil power of a Brand...

No they are not a credible enemy but I don't think they are meant to be any
longer.  Julia is an emotional conflict for Merlin.  Jurt has a lot of
power but he lacks the instincts to use it correctly.  Jurt is getting
better, however, since in his last conflict with Merlin he did not leave
any body parts behind.  This was a first remember.

Again this is all wild guessing, but the real conflict is the conflict
between the Pattern and the Logrus.  Merlin will play a significant role in
the resolution of this conflict and the establishing of a new balance
between the Logrus and the Pattern.  Jurt will be a thorn in his side and
Julia has been consistantly portrayed as being unresolved about her
intentions towards Merlin.

This series may have started out about the Merlin/Jurt/Luke conflict, but
when Zelazny decided to stretch it to five books he changed the story
somewhat.  It is my understanding that this was the case with the first
Amber series, Zelazny had initially planned it to be two books with the
Gun's of Avalon ending the whole thing.

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jul 90 03:37:30 GMT
From: n245bq@tamuts.tamu.edu (Keith Perkins)
Subject: Re: Knight of Shadows

I've been wondering ever since the end of _Knight_Of_Shadows_ about Julia.
It's pretty obvious that she's a child of an Amberite, but whose child is
it? The age doesn't seem right for it to be Corwin's child. Oberon is a
possibility when he stopped in on Earth as Ganalon. Both Flora and Fiona
had chances on Earth to have a child, but I don't know if the time frame is
right. Julia seems to be an Amberite without a family. Any suggestions for
her parents???

Keith Perkins
Texas A&M University

------------------------------
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                       Park & Schenck (2 msgs) & Stephenson &
                       Wilson & Yolen (2 msgs)
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Date: 18 Jul 90 13:48:40 GMT
From: wolf@mel.cipl.uiowa
Subject: _Man From Mundania_

Just my thoughts on _Man From Mundania_ by Piers Anthony.

Well, it was very annoying in the beginning of the book where for several
chapters we kept having to hear Grey say he doesn't believe in magic and
then explain odd things simply by coincidence, or what was supposed to
happen wouldn't (like with a tangle tree, etc.) You'd think Ivy would catch
on pretty soon, I think they gave up too easy on explaining why things did
react for the norm in Xanth.  During this part of the book I skimmed a lot
as it was hard to get into it.

I used to think the puns were interesting and I wondered what would show up
next in Xanth, but this book really makes me think of some cheesy movie
gags.  Like Grey buying a Xanth book at a store and reading about it (Gee,
seems like Space Balls to me: when they played the VCR tape of the movie).

Oh well, as much for my flaming, I guess I must be burnt out on punning
around with Xanth, especially after plowing through 12 (or is it 13?).

MJW

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jul 90 23:01:28 GMT
From: jvb7u@astsun.astro.virginia.edu (Jon Brinkmann)
Subject: IRIS

I recently completed a very interesting sf novel entitled IRIS by William
Barton and Michael Capobianco, published this spring by Doubleday.  If you
haven't read the book yet, please stop here, as spoilers follow.

I found the concepts used in the book very interesting.  It had never
occurred to me that the human mind could be interfaced so completely with a
computer!  My current reading is somewhat limited, but the only book I
found which came close to the 'total immersion' concept was THE TERMINAL
MAN by Michael Crichton, but that's probably pretty dated by now.  I found
the details of the process (different types of feeds, the GAM program,
etc.)  to be quite realistic.  Also, the astrophysics didn't appear to have
any gaping holes in it.

On the down side, I thought that the technical details tended to interfere
with the development of the story, to the point of being tedious at times.
The characters seemed to be well enough developed, but I couldn't develop
an empathy with any of them.  As an side note, I began wondering about half
way through the book if the authors were playing on Niven's Louis Wu
character when they cast the sadistic engineer (name forgotten) and on
Heinlein's group sex concepts with the entire cast.  Just a thought, but
the I thought that the faults might have been attempts at satire or parody.

Overall, I'd give it a 5 out of 10.  If they had streamlined it a bit, I'd
have given it more.

Jon Brinkmann
Astronomy Department
University of Virginia
P.O. Box 3818
Charlottesville, VA 22903-0818
Internet:jvb7u@Virginia.EDU
UUCP:	...!uunet!virginia!jvb7u

------------------------------

Date: 20 Jul 90 18:54:47 GMT
From: Dan_Bloch@transarc.com
Subject: Re: Downbelow Station (was Re: Don't read _Earth_)

kcr@rushforth.Eng.Sun.COM (Kevin Rushforth) writes:
> Ah, but "Downbelow Station" did win the Hugo award for 1982.  As has been
> discussed here recently, the standards of the Hugo may not be what they
> once were, but it is still a recognition of merit.

Since the subject has been brought up, could someone out there please
explain to me what they like about _Downbelow Station_?

I knew it had won a Hugo, I was expecting to like it, on my second attempt
I was able to finish it, and its charm completely eluded me.

As I read it, it's about characters who you never know well enough to give
a damn about, and they seem to be an unappealing bunch in any case.  All
the action takes place in slow motion.  Relationships are murky, nothing
much gets resolved, I Just Don't Get It.

This is a serious request, not a flame.  I'm completely mystified.  Could
someone tell me why they like it?

Dan Bloch
dan@transarc.com

------------------------------

Date: 21 Jul 90 21:15:20 GMT
From: wdstarr@athena.mit.edu (William December Starr)
Subject: Re: Downbelow Station

Dan_Bloch@TRANSARC.COM said:
> Since the subject has been brought up, could someone out there
> please explain to me what they like about _Downbelow Station_?

It took me two tries to finish DS also, and while I wasn't blown away by
it, the damn thing was in desperate need of being edited with a machete, or
possibly a chainsaw. I must admit the ending moved me.

SPOILER

Let me try to discuss this without giving away anything important about the
plot. The story managed (finally!) to reach one of the most powerful of
dramatic conditions: a Decision Point.  A character, whom we had gotten to
know reasonably well in the course of the book, had to make a decision as
to which of two opposing courses of action to take, and precisely because
the author had throughout the book to that point been so unsentimental in
presenting the characters and their motivations and actions, it _wasn't_ a
foregone conclusion that the character would do the Right and Noble Thing,
regardless of the risk and cost to him/her.

Such situations are very rare in fiction, and Ms. Cherryh deserves a lot of
credit for generating this one.  If she'd only gotten to it in a few
hundred less pages, I'd say that she deserved her Hugo as well.

William December Starr
wdstarr@athena.mit.edu

------------------------------

Date: 22 Jul 90 00:05:05 GMT
From: rsoft!mindlink!a684@van-bc.wimsey.bc.ca (Nick Janow)
Subject: Re: Downbelow Station

Dan_Bloch@TRANSARC.COM said:
> Since the subject has been brought up, could someone out there please
> explain to me what they like about _Downbelow Station_?

Yes, DbS was long and complex, maybe even tedious, but that may be why I
liked it.  No, I'm not a reader with masochistic tendencies (-: , but in
this book it provides atmosphere.

I like reading about _possible_ futures; ones that allow me to live in
them.  This requires a viable social and economic network.  It also
requires some of the tedious day-to-day parts of life.  Few people live a
life of high adventure all the time, as you find in other SF.

Cherryh's rough ships, with no magic "artificial gravity" and a jump system
that humans have difficulty with is so much more believable than passengers
having dancing and drinks in the starship's ballroom.  I like the
technology level she has in her DbS universe books.

Anyways, the style of the writing in DbS makes the scenes believable for
me, and that is why I like it.

The first chapter, about how humanity ventures forth into space, is my
favorite part of the book.  I can't think of any other book that handles
this question very well.  Well, Niven handled it pretty well too.

------------------------------

Date: 21 Jul 90 14:22:20 GMT
From: garyc@kean.ucs.mun.ca (GARRY CHERNENKO)
Subject: Louise Cooper/Indigo series

   Has anyone here read any of the Indigo series by Louise Cooper?  I have
up to book 4, Infanta, but I can't seem to find any more around.  Are there
any more in the series already published that I could order?

   Thanks in advance.

Maurica
M.U.N.
St. John's
Newfoundland, Canada 
garyc@kean.ucs.mun.ca

------------------------------

Date: 19 Jul 90 15:13:37 GMT
From: GLWARNER%SAMFORD@pucc.princeton.edu (THE GAR)
Subject: Re: SF-LOVERS Digest   V15 #268

From: jcc@cs.umd.edu (John Cherniavsky) writes:
>...some of PKDs short stories including WCRifYW. The article also notes
>that PKD turned down $60,000 for the rewrite (money he could ill afford to
>give up at the time).  Anyone know if the above anecdote about PKD is
>actually true?

According to the book _In His Own Words_ which is based on interviews with
PKDick and people who knew him well, he was going to earn about $400,000
for the novelization of Blade Runner.  He refused, and instead insisted on
writing _The Transmigration of Timothy Archer_ next.  His agent was
blabbing all over at awards banquets later that month that Dick was more
concerned with literature than money.  He was apalled when the novelization
did come out, and supposedly often regretted that he let some one else do
it.

------------------------------

Date: 19 Jul 90 07:01:00 GMT
From: lee@hal6000.tandy.com
Subject: New "Stranger"

   Sorry if this has been covered already, but one of the publishing
magazines is listing an interesting January 1991 release. The uncut version
of Heinlein's "Stranger In a Strange Land".

Lee Cochenour
hal6000!lee
 ...!uunet!microsoft!trsvax!hal6000!lee

------------------------------

Date: 21 Jul 90 05:15:42 GMT
From: suzlye@csd4.csd.uwm.edu (Sue V Kramer)
Subject: PC Hodgell

Has anyone read "Godstalk" and "Dark of the Moon" by Ms. Hodgell?  Has she
any other books in print?

Please e-mail me if you have any info.  

------------------------------

Date: 19 Jul 90 20:17:49 GMT
From: steyn@saul.cis.upenn.edu (Gavin Steyn)
Subject: Paul Park

  I just finished a fantastic book by Paul Park, _Soldiers of Paradise_.
I'd attempt to review for you, but my main reaction was "Wow," which isn't
particularly informative.  All I can say is that you should just read the
opening page in a book store.  If that doesn't hook you (on his sheer
style, if nothing else), then we're obviously on completely different
wavelengths, and a review wouldn't have helped.
  Anyway, I was wondering if he'd written anything else.  The front page
didn't mention anything else, but that's not always reliable.  If that was
a first novel, I'm even more impressed (if such a thing is possible).

Gavin Steyn
steyn@eniac.seas.upenn.edu

------------------------------

Date: 20 Jul 90 20:43:55 GMT
From: ecl@cbnewsj.att.com (Evelyn C. Leeper)
Subject: STEAM BIRD by Hilbert Schenck

		       STEAM BIRD by Hilbert Schenck
		       Tor, 1988, ISBN 0-812-55400-0
		     A book review by Evelyn C. Leeper

   First of all, "Steam Bird" is only 148 pages of this book, with
"Hurricane Claude" filling in the rest of the 213-page total.  Still, that
is novel length, so I suppose I can't complain too much about deceptive
packaging.  And after all, "Hurricane Claude" is the same whiz-bang-old-
technology-brought-up-to-date sort of story, though steam-powered airplanes
do not appear.

   That out of the way, what about the stories?  Well, I haven't decided.
(Okay, you're asking, why is she reviewing a book that she hasn't made up
her mind on?  Well, maybe my comments will help you decide whether you
think *you'd* like it.)  "Steam Bird" is about a nuclear-powered steam
attack bomber.  Were I a fan of steam locomotives, I'm sure I would have
enjoyed this more.  As it is, however, the concept of a steam attack bomber
wasn't enough to carry the story for me.  In addition, the characters all
seemed as if they had been lifted from DR. STRANGELOVE, complete with
National Security Advisor Andrezoti Bzggnartsky (whose dialect Schenck
renders impossible to read without reading it aloud) and a general who says
things like, "The wing is ready, sir.  We will not fail the country, Mr.
President.  Nor the world of steam!"

   "Hurricane Claude" also has "old-fashioned" science, this time an
ionized column of air used to break up hurricanes, and the usual plucky
people who have a dream of doing this against all that the bureaucrats can
throw at them.

   One of the strangest things, to me, anyway, about these stories is
Schenck's unusual, one might almost say bizarre, way of introducing
homosexuality and/or gay characters.  In "Steam Bird" there are no gay
characters (that I noticed) but there is an emphatically homophobic
President; in "Hurricane Claude" there is two gay characters, a plane named
"Gay Enola," and a raving homophobe who, it turns out, is really repressing
his own homosexual urges and comes around to right-thinking by the end of
the story.  While this is all very fascinating as something not often seen
in science fiction, I'm not sure that it really works in the context of
telling a story with real characters.  Then again, maybe Schenck isn't
trying to do that.

   Schenck's characters are so extreme that I can't help but feel he is
aiming for something other than realism.  I might almost call it a "cult
book," much as DR. STRANGELOVE, ROCKY HORROR PICTURE SHOW, and REPO MAN are
"cult films."  While I'm not sure I enjoy this sort of humor in a literary
form as much as in a film, you might want to give it a try.  I suppose on
the whole this constitutes a recommendation.  (And if you're a steam
locomotive fan, I suspect you'd appreciate "Steam Bird" considerably more
than I did, at least the technical parts.)

Evelyn C. Leeper
+1 201-957-2070
att!mtgzy!ecl
ecl@mtgzy.att.com

------------------------------

Date: 20 Jul 90 21:14:25 GMT
From: ac08@vaxb.acs.unt.edu ((C. Irby))
Subject: Re: STEAM BIRD

About _Steam Bird_:

I thought it was a very funny book.  It had an added fascination for me
since I'm interested in the concept of nuclear-powered aircraft.

Hilbert Schenk (isn't that a pseudonym?) worked on the project back in the
50s, so a lot of the stuff in the book had the right flavor.

Overall, a good read.

(The other story was okay, but not as fun as _Steam Bird_.)

C Irby
ac08@vaxb.acs.unt.edu
ac08@untvax          

------------------------------

Date: 19 Jul 90 09:22:00 GMT
From: wogg0743@uxa.cso.uiuc.edu
Subject: Neal Stephenson?

Has anybody ever heard of Neal Stephenson?  He wrote Zodiac and the Big U.
Is he working on a new book?

Bill Gulstad

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jul 90 17:24:50 GMT
From: ecl@cbnewsj.att.com (Evelyn C. Leeper)
Subject: GYPSIES by Robert Charles Wilson

		     GYPSIES by Robert Charles Wilson
		 Bantam Spectra, 1989, ISBN 0-553-28304-9
		     A book review by Evelyn C. Leeper

   In GYPSIES, Wilson's third novel, he returns to the realm of fantasy in
our current world without totally abandoning science fiction.  Karen
discovers at a very young age that she can "sidestep" into other worlds,
opening a window or a door into them by force of will.  But it's not only
she, it's her brothers also who have this talent.  Where did it come from?
What does it mean?  And what is the meaning of the Gray Man whom she sees
in these other worlds?

   As in MEMORY WIRE, his second novel, Wilson eventually has the military
trying to exploit these talents, and this is what Wilson uses to create the
major tension at the end of the book, but that is not what I found the most
memorable aspect of the novel.  (In fact, in many ways the end of the novel
was fairly predictable.)  Rather it is his description of Karen's gradual
discoveries about herself and her talents that make this a worthwhile work.
GYPSIES has the same almost-mystical quality that made his first novel, A
HIDDEN PLACE, a memorable debut.  The prose style of GYPSIES is more
polished than that of A HIDDEN PLACE, and as I have with Wilson's previous
two books, I give this a strong recommendation.

Evelyn C. Leeper
+1 201-957-2070
att!mtgzy!ecl
ecl@mtgzy.att.com

------------------------------

Date: 20 Jul 90 14:07:18 GMT
From: sbement@uceng.uc.edu (stephen j bement)
Subject: Sister Light, Sister Dark

Hi folks.

I just got finished with a book that may be of interest to some of you.
It's called Sister Light, Sister Dark.  The story is told in several
different ways, the story, the myth, the legend, and the history.

The vital stats:
   Sister Light, Sister Dark
   by Jane Yolen
   pub. TOR fantasy

MINOR SPOILERS

The spoilers won't IMHO detract from the story even if I were to give the
whole plot away (which I'm not).

The STORY: This is the real story of a young girl who was spoken about in
           an ancient prophesy. 

The MYTH: This is the description of the myths behind the lead characters
          life and destiny.  (more prophesy st**f)

The LEGEND: This describes the local legends that sprung up around the
            "Dales" and has a realistic folktale flavor.

The HISTORY: This is the most interesting part, with exception of the
             story.  It has the air of twentieth century academians
             with their assuming that since they have so much better
             technology and so much more progessive society that they know
             what went on.  They are very misguided in their assumtions and
             that gives great comic relief.

There is also a lot of poetry of the bardic sort, fairly realistic IMHO.
The realism of the whole mythos was so great that for a little while I
thought that the story may have been just a different cultural mythos that
I hadn't heard of before.

Hope you like it!

------------------------------

Date: 20 Jul 90 23:39:15 GMT
From: flee@guardian.cs.psu.edu (Felix Lee)
Subject: Re: Sister Light, Sister Dark

I loved the multiple storytelling in this book, seeing the way the Story,
the Myth, the Legend, and the History parallel and contradict each other.
Jane Yolen has been called a modern myth maker, and here she shows how
stories get transformed into myth and legend.

Unfortunately, the conceit is a little strained in the sequel, _White
Jenna_.  WJ is more of a straightforward story, bringing events in _Sister
Light, Sister Dark_ to a conclusion.  The History thread came to a rather
definite end in SLSD, and so the History in WJ is thin and sporadic.  But
WJ is a fine conclusion to the story.

Felix Lee
flee@cs.psu.edu

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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SF-LOVERS Digest            Monday, 23 Jul 1990       Volume 15 : Issue 270

Today's Topics:

	      Miscellaneous - The Flying Sorceror (8 msgs) &
                              Arthurian Legend (5 msgs) &
                              Science Fiction Review (2 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 11 Jul 90 13:59:36 GMT
From: biar!trebor@uunet.uu.net (Robert J Woodhead)
Subject: Re: David Gerrold's "The War Against the Chtorr"

k@hprnd.HP.COM (Steve Kao) writes:
>David Gerrold also co-authored a novel with Larry Niven entitled _The_
>_Flying_Sorceror_.  Despite the title, it was hard (but humorous) science
>fiction.  It was told from the viewpoint of an aborigine tribe
>encountering an explorer from Earth, whose last name was translated as "As
>a shade of purple-gray".  The natives wound up calling him "Purple."  It
>is an excellent novel.

IMHO, the "As a shade of purple-gray" joke has to be the worst pun ever
perpetrated in a science-fiction novel.  When I read it, I threw the
paperback across the room and went to the toilet and puked; this is the
highest accolade I ever want to give to a pun.

Robert J Woodhead
Biar Games, Inc.
...!uunet!biar!trebor trebor@biar.UUCP

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jul 90 05:36:04 GMT
From: derek@leah.albany.edu (Derek L. / MacLover)
Subject: Re: David Gerrold/Larry Niven's "The Flying Sorceror"

trebor@biar.UUCP (Robert J Woodhead) writes:
>IMHO, the "As a shade of purple-gray" joke has to be the worst pun ever
>purpetrated in a science-fiction novel.  When I read it, I threw the
>paperback across the room and went to the toilet and puked; this is the
>highest accolade I ever want to give to a pun.

   Perhaps that pun was in itself meant as a tribute to Asimov, who has
perpetrated no small number of puns in his own stories (i.e. "Sloan's
Teddy" and much worse).  I wouldn't put it past Gerrold, he's as much of a
fan as a writer, I think. (I haven't read that book, btw.)

Derek L.

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jul 90 10:29:02 GMT
From: utoday!wagner@uunet.uu.net (Mitch Wagner)
Subject: Re: David Gerrold's "The War Against the Chtorr"

rob@bcarh148.UUCP writes:
>k@hprnd.HP.COM (Steve Kao) writes:
>>David Gerrold also co-authored a novel with Larry Niven entitled _The_
>>_Flying_Sorceror_.  Despite the title, it was hard (but humorous) science
>>fiction.  It was told from the viewpoint of an aborigine tribe
>>encountering an explorer from Earth, whose last name was translated as
>>"As a shade of purple-gray".  The natives wound up calling him
>>"Purple."  It is an excellent novel.
>
>I remember wracking my brain in vain trying to figure out what his real
>last name might have been.  Any ideas?

Okay. The name was a pun, see? The explorer had a translation device that
translated things exactly as they sounded, see? And Rob has got the quote
slightly off; the name came out in the book: "As a color, shade of
purple-gray."

Now, Larry Niven, in a 1988 on-line GEnie discussion, said that the line
should have been, "I'm sick as a color (shade of purple gray)."  No
explanation as to why it didn't end up published that way.

So what we have is: 

I'm sick as a color (shade of purple-gray) -> I'm sicn as a *MAUVE* ->Isaac
Asimov.

Cute, huh? (Well, I liked it.)

Hmmm, one of the gags that run through this book is that the primitive
aliens' gods are named for sf writers. Thus, we have, "Elcin, the Great and
Tiny God of Lightning and Loud Noises" (an obvious poke at Harlan Ellison,
who is not demure and who stands 5'6" or so). I haven't been able to get
most of others, though:

Fineline the god of engineers and architects, would be Heinlein, of course.
Brad, the god of the past, would be Ray Bradbury ("The Sound of Thunder").
Po, who causes all things to decay, would be Edgar Allen Poe. But what
about Kronk, the god of the present?

Who are Filfo-mar and N'veen, the gods of the tides?

Eccar the Man?

Klarther, the god of the seas and skies? Fol, the god of distortion (Would
that be Frederick Pohl? Why?)? Pull'nissin the god of duels would probably
be Pohl Anderson, but why? Hitch, the god of birds would be Alfred
Hitchcock (THE BIRDS). Musk-Watz would be Sam Moskowitz.  Blok the god of
violence would be Robert Bloch ("Psycho"). Tis'turzhin the god of love
would be Theodore (Ted) Sturgeon. And who is Sp'nee, ruler of slime?

Good book. Makes you wonder what Niven (N'veen? Why?) and Gerrold could do
in serious collaboration.

Mitch Wagner
wagner@utoday.COM
...uunet!utoday!wagner

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jul 90 20:25:17 GMT
From: howell@bert.llnl.gov (Louis Howell)
Subject: Gods in "Flying Sorcerers"

wagner@utoday.UUCP (Mitch Wagner) writes:
>One of the gags that run through this book is that the primitive aliens'
>gods are named for sf writers. Thus, we have, "Elcin, the Great and Tiny
>God of Lightning and Loud Noises" (an obvious poke at Harlan Ellison, who
>is not demure and who stands 5'6" or so). I haven't been able to get most
>of others, though:

>Fineline the god of engineers and architects, would be Heinlein, of
>course. Brad, the god of the past, would be Ray Bradbury ("The Sound
of Thunder"). Po, who causes all things to decay, would be Edgar Allen
>Poe. But what about Kronk, the god of the present?
>
>Who are Filfo-mar and N'veen, the gods of the tides?
>
>Eccar the Man?
>
>Klarther, the god of the seas and skies? Fol, the god of distortion (Would
>that be Frederick Pohl? Why?)? Pull'nissin the god of duels would probably
>be Pohl Anderson, but why? Hitch, the god of birds would be Alfred
>Hitchcock (THE BIRDS). Musk-Watz would be Sam Moskowitz.  Blok the god of
>violence would be Robert Bloch ("Psycho"). Tis'turzhin the god of love
>would be Theodore (Ted) Sturgeon. And who is Sp'nee, ruler of slime?
>
>Good book. Makes you wonder what Niven (N'veen? Why?) and Gerrold could do
>in serious collaboration.

N'veen is Niven because of Neutron Star.  You'd think Filfo-mar would be
easy, but I have no idea.

Kronk should be obvious.  His first name is Walter, and he isn't an SF
writer.  At the time the book was written he really was god of the present.

Only a guess, but could Sp'nee be Spinrad, because of Bug Jack Barron?

Klarther has to be Arthur Clarke, probably because of a connection with
weather satellites.  (I know Clarke "invented" the comsat; does anyone
know if he also predicted weather satellites?)

Louis Howell

------------------------------

Date: 13 Jul 90 23:12:04 GMT
From: dweingar@ic.sunysb.edu (David Weingart)
Subject: More on "The Flying Sorcerers"

In all the puns, let us not forget the 2 sons who build the flying machine
- - Wilville and Orbur.
 
David Weingart
dweingar@ic.sunysb.edu

------------------------------

Date: 13 Jul 90 18:53:21 GMT
From: djo@pacbell.com (Dan'l DanehyOakes)
Subject: Re: Gods in "Flying Sorcerers"

howell@bert.llnl.gov (Louis Howell) writes:
>But what about Kronk, the god of the present?

Walter Cronkhite. Not an SF writer, but a very prominent supporter of the
space program.

>Who are Filfo-mar and N'veen, the gods of the tides?

Philip Jose Farmer (Phil Farmer) and Larry Niven: the former for
RIVERWORLD, the latter for "Neutron Star."

>Eccar the Man?

That one stumps even moi.

>Klarther, the god of the seas and skies? 

Oh, heavens; Arthur Clarke, author of THE DEEP RANGE and numerous
space-books.

>Fol, the god of distortion (Would that be Frederick Pohl? Why?)?

Yes.  I don't know.

>Pull'nissin the god of duels would probably be Pohl Anderson, but why?

Possibly because of Poul's long involvement with the Society for Creative
Anachronism, a group of people who like to get together and hit each other
with mock swords:*)

>who is Sp'nee, ruler of slime?

First guess would be Spinrad, who was writing about some pretty slimey
people back then in BUG JACK BARRON and THE MEN IN THE JUNGLE.

There's a similar game in James Blish's BLACK EASTER/THE DAY AFTER JUDGMENT
(combined as THE DEVIL'S DAY).  A gang of "white magician" priests go by
names like Father Selahny (a rather clever combination of Zelazny and
Delany, with a description that fits them both, at least in the late '60s),
Father Anson, and Father Atheling, who is Blish himself.

The game of sticking friends and acquaintances in an SF novel is called
"Tuckerizing," after Bob (Wilson) Tucker.

------------------------------

Date: 14 Jul 90 06:16:31 GMT
From: mnemonic@walt.cc.utexas.edu (Mike Godwin)
Subject: Re: Gods in "Flying Sorcerers"

djo@PacBell.COM (Dan'l DanehyOakes) writes:
>howell@bert.llnl.gov (Louis Howell) writes:
>>But what about Kronk, the god of the present?
>
>Walter Cronkhite. Not an SF writer, but a very prominent supporter of the
>space program.

And the host of a television documentary series titled "The Twentieth
Century."

>>Eccar the Man?
>
>That one stumps even moi.

Michael Moorcock, probably. BEHOLD THE MAN is a translation of "Ecce Homo."

>>Fol, the god of distortion (Would that be Frederick Pohl? Why?)?
>
>Yes.  I don't know.

Perhaps because Pohl was one of the first major modern SF satirists.

Mike Godwin
UT Law School
(512) 346-4190             
mnemonic@ccwf.cc.utexas.edu

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jul 90 22:55:55 GMT
From: davidl@leonardo.intel.com (David D. Levine)
Subject: Re: Gods in "Flying Sorcerers"

This is one of those threads that pops up every couple of years; I wish I'd
kept the canonical list.  I'm not going to attempt to reconstruct the whole
thing today, but I have to correct a few mistaken impressions:

 * The original poster was wrong when he said that Filfo-Mar and N'veen
   were the gods of tides; Filfo-Mar was actually the god of rivers, which
   makes it even more obvious that he is Phil Farmer.

 * Eccar the Man is Forrest J. Ackerman, the world's greatest fan.  Recall
   that Eccar the Man was "a man who served the gods so well he was made a
   god himself."  (GREAT double pun there.)

 * Fol, the god of distortion, is NOT Frederick Pohl, but Phil Foglio
   (pronounced "folio"), who won the Fan Artist Hugo three (?) years
   running for his caricatures.  *Sigh* how quickly they forget.

 * Pull'nissin, the god of duels, is Poul (pronounced halfway between
   "Paul" and "powl") Anderson, who was one of the ones who founded the
   SCA.

Others who have not been mentioned: 

 * Rot'n'bair (Gene Roddenberry), the god of sheep (Trekkies), whose symbol
   is the horned box (remember rabbit ears?) and whose familiar is the
   deformed changeling (Spock).
   
 * Nills'n (Neilsen, as in ratings), arch enemy of Rot'n'bair, whose symbol
   is the percent sign.

 * Furman, "god of fasf, whatever that is," who insisted that his followers
   weave only lace, is Ed Ferman, whose iron whim as editor of Fantasy and
   Science Fiction (FASF) was reknowned.

 * The twin suns of the system are Ouells (Wells) and Virn (Verne).

 * The twin sons of the narrator are Wilville and Orbur, bicycle mechanics
   and inventors of their world's first flying machine, the Cat-hawk
   (Eagle).

I have a vague recollection that there are one or two others that have not
been mentioned this go-round, but they don't spring to mind just now.  Look
for them in the section where Purple is trying to get the weavers from the
various villages to work together.

Also, all the names that Purple gives to the women are the first names of
women SF writers of the day.

One thing that I think is NOT a Tuckerism is the names of the main
characters (Shoogar the Blue and Lant-La-Lee-Lie-No).  Nobody's ever
proposed anything for them that makes sense.

David D. Levine
Intel IMSO Tech Pubs
davidl@leonardo.intel.com

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jul 90 17:08:27 GMT
From: dougm@tsnews.convergent.com (Doug Moran )
Subject: Re: Arthurian Legend

wlp@calmasd.Prime.COM (Walter Peterson) writes:
>                    The Arthurian Legends:
>              A Selected Annotated Bibliography

You might also try Nova, by Samual Delany; a future re-telling of the quest
for the Holy Grail.

>"Excalibur" - 1980 (?)  As close to Malory as you can get in 2
>  hours. Nigel Terry as Arthur, Nicol Williamson as Merlin. A "must
>  see" movie even if you are not very much into the Arthurian Legend.

Also appearing: Patrick Stewart, of Star Trek fame.  I can't remember his
character's name, but he's Gwenivere's father.  

Doug Moran
pyramid!ctnews!sparky!dougm
dougm@sparky.Convergent.com

------------------------------

Date: 13 Jul 90 15:50:01 GMT
From: DRUCKER@dickinsn.bitnet ("Drucker, Thomas")
Subject: Misfortunes of Elphin (Arthurian literature)

   One of the books listed by Walter Peterson in response to Donald
Simmons' inquiry about sources for the Arthurian legend was The Misfortunes
of Elphin.  The name of the author is Thomas Love Peacock and the book is
absolutely hilarious.  I would not, however, put it on a list of Arthurian
sources with any more seriousness than A Connecticut Yankee in King
Arthur's Court.  Peacock's novels hit their satirical targets neatly but he
is not overly scrupulous about being fair to them.

T. Drucker

------------------------------

Date: 13 Jul 90 16:54:50 GMT
From: JAHAYES@miamiu.bitnet
Subject: Re: Arthurian Legend

Two things (actually, I too missed the original posts; apologies if I'm
duplicating here):
 
1) I strongly recommend the two Monaco books about Parsival.
   They are definitely earthy, but astonishing in atmosphere.
   Also an interesting interpretation.
 
2) What about "The Natural"?  Sure, it was about baseball, but
   it was very clearly allegorically related to Arthurian legend; receiving
   the bat from the lady, the bat obviously equals Excalibur and the
   book at least was true to the story in that in the end he fails, just as
   Arthur in the end failed.  I was immensely irritated with the movie for
   changing the ending, but I guess I understand that the American
   movie-goer would never put up with a downer ending.
 
   This sure won't help in addressing Wolfe's book, however.
 
Josh Hayes
Zoology Department
Miami University
Oxford OH 45056
513-529-1679
jahayes@miamiu.bitnet
jahayes@miamiu.acs.muohio.edu

------------------------------

Date: 16 Jul 90 13:14:42 GMT
From: "Raymond_F._Marsh.RochX4"@xerox.com
Subject: Re: SF-LOVERS Digest  V15 #263

I have read both Mary Stewart's version and Lawhead's version and enjoyed
both.  Lawhead seemed to tell the story from a more "scientific" then
"magical" tune or at least he seemed to explain how legend and myth seemed
to be derived.  I enjoyed Lawhead's version a bit more because the root of
Arthur and Merlin and Talesin are traced back to the time of Atlantis and
the "faery folk" are actually a race of Atlantean survivors who just
naturally have longer life spans and highly advanced educations which make
them appear to be "magical beings" in the eyes of the "Britons, Celts,
etc".  The story ends sort of hanging.  I won't spoil it for those who have
not read it but, I enjoyed it quite a bit.  And one cannot help but get
"involved with the characters" while reading these.

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jul 90 17:19:36 GMT
From: scott@kong.gatech.edu (Scott Coulter)
Subject: Re: Arthurian Mythos

GACOHEN@pucc.Princeton.EDU writes:
>And why has no one mentioned "Monty Python and the Holy Grail?"

Well, if we can include that one, we certainly must mention "Indiana Jones
and the Last Crusade".  Speaking of which, anyone know of other modern-day
Grail quest stories?

Scott D. Coulter
Software Engineering Research Center		
Georgia Institute of Technology 
uucp: ...!gatech!ics!scott
InterNet: scott@ics.gatech.edu

------------------------------

Date: 13 Jul 90 06:53:58 GMT
From: petebob@crg6.uucp (Pete Apple)
Subject: Science Fiction Review

I picked up the first two issues of the new Science Fiction Review the
other day.  Anyone read these yet?  How are they?  It seems there was a
magazine by the same name that ran for a long period of time, but I've
never seen any copies of it.  Anyone know where I might pick up old issues?

------------------------------

Date: 18 Jul 90 15:56:25 GMT
From: chuq@apple.com (Chuq Von Rospach)
Subject: Re: Science Fiction Review

petebob@crg6.uucp (Pete Apple) writes:
>I picked up the first two issues of the new Science Fiction Review the
>other day.  Anyone read these yet?  How are they?

Yeah. They're okay. They're not by any squinting of the eyes anything like
the classic SF Review. I had the chance to talk to Elton Elliot (editor of
the new SFR) at Westercon at some length, and he thinks that there's enough
of a market to allow the thing to survive and hopefully grow out of the
semi-pro (> 10,000 print run) world.

>It seems there was a magazine by the same name that ran for a long period
>of time, but I've never seen any copies of it.  Anyone know where I might
>pick up old issues?

The original, classic version of SF Review was more than a fanzine and less
than a semi-pro and was put out by Richard Geis. I don't believe it ever
got a print run greater than 1,000. If you really want to find copies,
you'll have to scavenge at dealer's rooms at conventions. Good luck. Most
folks who have them (including myself) won't give them up for anything.
Geis might still have some copies available, but I doubt it. I've been
trying to expand my collection for a couple of years without much luck.

Chuq Von Rospach
chuq@apple.com

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
***********************
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Today's Topics:

		      Books - Bear & Smith (6 msgs) &
                              Requests (3 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 22 Jul 90 11:30:25 GMT
From: I0060301@dbstu1.bitnet (Klaus Blumberg)
Subject: Greg Bear

Hello, netpeople|

Having read 'infinity Concerto' and 'serpent Mage' and being enchanted by
it, but disappointed by 'Blood Music', I'd like to appeal to the common
wisdom of the net.

What other books are there by Greg Bear (I know of 'eon' and 'the Forge Of
God'(?)) and what are the opinions about them?  E-mail directly, please.

Klaus Blumberg
I0060301@DBSTU1.Bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jul 90 16:31:26 GMT
From: ST401844@brownvm.brown.edu (Stewart Crall)
Subject: EE Smith

I saw a book called "Lord Tedric" in the bookstore by EE Smith and Gordon
Eklund.  I have read a couple short stories about Lord Tedric in the "Best
of EE Smith", so I am tempted to buy the book.  But Gordon Eklund is on my
list of authors to avoid like the plague.  (I think a book called "Shaggy
planet" got him on this list.)

I am curious to know whether EE Smith wrote more of the Tedric stuff than I
read in The "Best of EES", and how much of the book is Gordon Eklund's.

What parts of the Tedric I read are not my favorite EE Smith, because it is
some of his most elitist writing, and because Tedric had a guardian
scientist like Frankowski's Conrad had, who made sure that Tedric was never
hurt.  But EE Smith is good enough that even his bad stuff is better than
practically everything being written today.

Did Gordon Eklund massacre the story, or is it ok to buy the book for about
$1.50?

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jul 90 03:41:22 GMT
From: mic!d25001@texbell.swbt.com (Carrington Dixon)
Subject: Re: Edward Elmer Smith, PhD / LENSMAN novels

potter@csusac (david potter) writes:
>  The fourth, by E.E. Smith himself, is a 1960
>novel-derived-from-a-novella, "THE VORTEX BLASTER."  The novel has been
>published under several titles, including "THE VORTEX MASTER," "MASTERS OF
>THE VORTEX," etc.  It's interesting, but a stand-alone novel merely set in
>the "Lensmen" universe; EES had been creating a new series to sell to a
>new SF magazine that folded, and discovered that no one else wanted to buy
>it from him, so he wound the whole thing up in one book and walked away
>from it.  (The book has some damned interesting ideas in it, too.)
 
   Right, except that you give the impression that the novella(s) was
written sometime in the late 50's.  The stories that were used to create
the novel were published in _Comet_Stories_ and _Astonishing_(NOT
Astounding) _Stories_ in the early 1940's.  They were apparently written
about the same time as _Second_Stage_Lensmen_.
   The original three stories are:
      The Vortex Blaster   -- Comet July 1941
      Storm Cloud on Deka  -- Astonishing June 1942
      The Vortex Blaster Makes War -- Astonishing october 1942

>   He made a couple of minor forays into the medieval sword-and-science
>genre with smith/engineer called "LORD TEDRIC," and wrote the first couple
>of stories in a series about the DesPlainesians (high-gravity
>superathletes who work as Imperial spies) but, that series got taken over
>by Stephen Goldin a long time ago, and very little of it has anything to
>do with E.E.  Smith, despite the fact that his name is on the covers.
 
   A couple of consumer warnings probably belong here.  The "Lord Tedric"
series of paperback books that appeared several years ago bear little
resemblance to the two Tedric stories that were published in Doc's
lifetime.  His name is on the cover, but that is about the extent of his
contribution to that series.
   The first "Family D'Alembert" story was published in _If_ magazine
during Doc's lifetime as a novella complete in one issue.  This formed
the basis of the first "Imperial Stars" novel.  Doc' contribution to the
rest of the series is probably slight, but at least this series does not
distort Doc's original concept as the "Tedric" one did.

Carrington Dixon
d25001@mic.lonestar.org

------------------------------

Date: 19 Jul 90 02:10:27 GMT
From: rar@kronos.ads.com (Bob Riemenschneider)
Subject: _Triplanetary_ and _First Lensman_

potter@csusac (David Potter) writes:
>When Smith contracted to sell the series to a hardback publisher at the
>beginning of the fifties, the publisher (Lloyd Arthur Esbach) pointed out
>that Smith had several novellas extant which could become part of the
>"LENSMAN" series, if they were composited into one book, and a "bridge"
>novel written to hook it into the series.  Thus, "TRIPLANETARY," a prequel
>to the series, came into existence, and "FIRST LENSMAN" was written to
>bridge it to "GALACTIC PATROL."

David:

What's your source for this story?  According to Doc, in "The Epic of
Space",

   E. E[verett] Evans pointed out the fact that "Triplanetary" [the
   serial], having been laid in the Lensman universe, should be, was, and
   MUST BE the first story in the Lensman series, instead of "Galactic
   Patrol".

And I agree with Sam Moskowitz' assessment that "[w]riting _Triplanetary_
into the series made necessary a bridge novel, _First Lensman_, to link it
with _Galactic Patrol_."  Plus, if Eshbach believed your thesis about
series making money, why wasn't Fantasy's first Smith offering _Skylark
Three_, a direct followup to Hadley/FFF's _Skylark of Space_, or even
_Galactic Patrol_, rather than _Spacehounds of IPC_?  All in all, I don't
know of any reason, excepting your posting!, to say Eshbach was responsible
for the rewriting and expansion of "Triplanetary" or for the writing of
_First Lensman_.  (Of course, there are lots of things I don't know.)

>This is an example of ERBitis, wherein a series is pumped up to the
>maximum size possible, because series novels always make more money in the
>long run.
 
I don't think Doc would have appreciated this assessment much.  He told
Walter Gillings that:

   It's a darn hard job to write a book which is part of a series and yet
   have it end clean, without a lot of loose ends dangling.  Many authors,
   Edgar Rice Burroughs, for instance, didn't try.  But I _hate_ loose
   ends.

As he explained in more detail on another occasion,

   It soon became evident that the [Lensman] story could not be told in a
   hundred thousand words.  There would have to be at least three stories;
   and when the outline was done, it called for four.  The point then
   arose: how could each book be ended without leaving loose ends dangling
   all over the place?  I have never liked unfinished novels; I fairly
   gritted my teeth when Edgar Rice Burroughs left Dejah Thoris locked up
   in a doorless cell while he wrote the next book.
      By taking the Boskonians one echelon at a time, the first two yarns
   could be ended satisfactorily enough.  The third, however, was getting
   so close to the ultimate conflict that I had to do one of two things,
   neither of which I liked: either leave loose ends or apparently use the
   ancient and whiskery device of the "mad scientist".  After some
   experimental writing, I adopted the latter course.

So it seems to me that the Lensman series is six books long because the
basic plot required four and "logic" required the other two.  Far from
exploiting "ERBitis" to increase sales via cliffhangers, he went out of his
way to decouple the books.

------------------------------

Date: 19 Jul 90 14:57:15 GMT
From: csusac!potter@csufres.csufresno.edu (david potter)
Subject: _TRIPLANETARY_ and _FIRST LENSMAN_
 
Comments to Bob Riemenschneider, on E.E. Smith disagreement:
 
Quote from L. Sprague DeCamp's "SCIENCE FICTION HANDBOOK," 1953:
 
   "When Doc Smith contracted with Fantasy Press for publication of all the
   Skylark and Lensman serials in book form (most of them being
   unavailable) he not only revised all the Lensman novels and largely
   rewrote 'TRIPLANETARY' to to strengthen its tenuous connection with the
   Lensman stories, but also wrote a whole new novel, 'FIRST LENSMAN,' to
   follow 'TRIPLANETARY' in the series."  (p.162)

Quote from Lloyd Arthur Eschbach's introduction to "DRAGON LENSMAN," 1980:
 
  "More than two decades ago, as Fantasy Press, I published the original
  hard-back editions of the Lensmen tales.  I was responsible for the
  expansion of the original four books into the seven that now make up the
  series."
 
   I've been told that Verna Smith Trestrail has mentioned laughing
complaints by EES that he should never have let that pirate of a publisher
con him into (effectively) writing two more books for the series, when the
serialization market for Lensmen stories had dried up, and he'd only get
hardback publication rates for them.  (I'm sure he was delighted when the
paperback contracts showed up, later on!)

Obviously, this doesn't comprise sufficient "evidence" to be stated as
fact, in the face of the quotes you researched; but I stand by my opinion
that L.A.E. seems to have been the instigating factor in the existence of
the two extra hardbacks.  Perhaps someone should ask Eshbach, Kyle, and
Verna Smith Trestrail, while they're still available!

   Please rest assured that I *never* accused E.E. Smith of ERB-itis, but
rather Lloyd Eshbach, in the sense that as a struggling publisher, he
needed to assure himself of as reliable a sales flow as possible.  I
applaud Mr. Eshbach's business practices, since they assured us of
high-quality hardback publications of material that might otherwise have
been lost forever, and the outright creation of material that would
otherwise never have existed.  (The Gnome Press second-prints done from the
Fantasy Press plates allowed much larger editions of slightly lower-quality
copies, thus serving writers, libraries, and collectors with limited
budgets, well; and this at a time when it was *NOT* fashionable to print SF
hardbacks in this country!)

   Incidentally, the hardback edition of "THE VORTEX BLASTER" in 1960 was
actually first published by Gnome, not Fantasy Press; there was some
weirdness about publishing schedules, so the first edition is actually the
one from the second-print-run house, although the slightly higher quality
Fantasy Press run was soon behind.
 
   My only complaint on the series structure is that in the book versions
Doc Smith allowed us to see too much of what was going on in the
background, and offstage; the essential mystery and suspense of the series
was greatly enhanced by the gradual unfolding of the major plotline over
the years the stories were being written, and there is some slight degree
of anticlimax in knowing what's going on too soon.

   (And for those who insist that he just kept on building the story higher
by inventing yet another level of previously-hidden bad guys for each new
book, NONSENSE.  It's well documented that he wrote the LAST part of
"CHILDREN OF THE LENS" at about the same time that he wrote the first part
of "GALACTIC PATROL."  He had the whole series outlined, and knew exactly
where he was going.)

   To the numerous folks who've written me about the "LORD TEDRIC" novels
they've seen on the news-stands, I can't advise you.  I've never read them.
The only two "Tedric" pieces I've read were E.E. Smith's.  All I can say
is, give them a shot; Gordon Eklund has done some good work, and they might
be worth the price.  If not, be sure and let me know so *I* don't buy them.

------------------------------

Date: 19 Jul 90 23:46:47 GMT
From: dant@mrloog.wr.tek.com (Dan Tilque)
Subject: Re: _TRIPLANETARY_ and _FIRST LENSMAN_

potter@csusac (David Potter) writes:
>   My only complaint on the series structure is that in the book versions
>Doc Smith allowed us to see too much of what was going on in the
>background, and offstage; the essential mystery and suspense of the series
>was greatly enhanced by the gradual unfolding of the major plotline over
>the years the stories were being written, and there is some slight degree
>of anticlimax in knowing what's going on too soon.

The first line of the prologue of _Triplanetary_ goes something like "Two
thousand million years ago, two galaxies collided...".  Someone once
observed that after that line, the entire rest of the series is anticlimax.
(This isn't strictly true since many galaxies have collided in the real
universe.  At the time Smith wrote that line no one had any idea of the
frequency of galactice collision.  Smith was not out of line in asssuming
that it was an extremely rare event.  His ideas of planet formation were
pretty much disproven by the time he wrote the books, but archaic science
never stopped space opera.)

Anyway, I suggest that anyone reading this series for the first time, read
_Galactic Patrol_ first.  There is so little connection to the first two
books that you miss nothing by not reading the prequels.  After reading
_Grey Lensman_, _Second Stage Lensman_, and _Children of the Lens_, then
read _Triplanetary_ and _First Lensman_.

>   (And for those who insist that he just kept on building the story
>higher by inventing yet another level of previously-hidden bad guys for
>each new book, NONSENSE.  It's well documented that he wrote the LAST part
>of "CHILDREN OF THE LENS" at about the same time that he wrote the first
>part of "GALACTIC PATROL."  He had the whole series outlined, and knew
>exactly where he was going.)

I once made the observation that his technology keeps going up an order or
three of magnitude in each book.  Never said anything about the bad guys.
Of course the bad guys' technology has to keep pace with the good guys' or
there's no real conflict.

Dan Tilque
dant@mrloog.WR.TEK.COM

------------------------------

Date: 20 Jul 90 16:14:36 GMT
From: csusac!potter@csufres.csufresno.edu (david potter)
Subject: "TRIPLANETARY" and "FIRST LENSMAN" etc

On the subject of E.E. Smith, Dan Tilque writes:
> I once made the observation that his technology keeps going up an order
> or three of magnitude in each book.  Never said anything about the bad
> guys.  Of course the bad guys' technology has to keep pace with the good
> guys' or there's no real conflict.

Untrue.  The bad guys come up with some marvelous things; they're the first
ones to attack through a hyperspatial tube, they're the ones who invented
the overload primary, they invented dureum, and they're the ones who
invented dirty politics, back before humans stopped using the opposable
thumbs on their nether limbs.
 
  Remember that one of the major plotlines in "GALACTIC PATROL" concerns
Kimball Kinnison's first command, the Brittania.  Hers is a suicide
mission, sole purpose to capture an enemy vessel and strip out its
technological secrets because the Bad Guys have so much better hardware!
 
  You might enjoy re-reading the books!   *grin*

------------------------------

Date: 16 Jul 90 20:22:00 GMT
From: reedl@gw1.hanscom.af.mil ("MAJ LARRY REED")
Subject: Looking for Manley Wade Wellman

Many years ago I read a book by Manley Wade Wellman the gist of which was:
modern day man is transported back in time, suffers mysterious reversal of
anatomy and becomes Leonardo da Vinci.  Haven't been able to find it again,
don't remember the name.  Not one of his _Silver John_ series of mountain
magic, was strictly Sci-Fi.

Any help out there?

Larry Reed
REEDL@GW1.Hanscom.AF.Mil 

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jul 90 20:06:00 GMT
From: BARRSTEV@uncg.bitnet (Wop bop a loo bop a wop bam boom)
Subject: MAC V Complex

Greetings,

Do any of you brave souls remember a book along these general lines:

In order to save humanity from some future disaster, [someone] puts them
all in a concentration-camp called the MAC V Complex.  The story includes
bits about the guards abuse of the prisoners, and the prisoner's revenge.
One prisoner in particular uses a knife dulled on a rock for several days.

Every chapter begins with "Warday" [but the book is not called Warday].

The above is as close as my boss and a coworker can come to describing the
book.

Any leads would be appreciated.

Thanks,

Steve Barr
BARRSTEV@UNCG.BITNET
barrstev@steffi.acc.uncg.edu

------------------------------

Date: 19 Jul 90 12:33:02 GMT
From: cssttdg@cc.brunel.ac.uk (Tom D Gedeon)
Subject: Content Addressable Memory

Yet another title/author request.

The story or novel had a society which didn't like the idea of time
travellers, and built barriers across the time stream. So of course lots of
time travellers arrived in their time. :-)

The story was told from the perspective of the only one of the time
travellers to hit the barrier from the back (i.e. from time before it was
built).

So, who wrote it, and what's it called? Any takers?

Thanks,

Tom Gedeon
Department of Computer Science
Brunel, The University of West London
Uxbridge, Middlesex, UB8 3PH, U.K.              
[+44 | 0]895 74000 x2285
Tom.Gedeon@brunel.ac.uk

------------------------------
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SF-LOVERS Digest          Wednesday, 25 Jul 1990      Volume 15 : Issue 272

Today's Topics:

	Books - Asprin & Bear & Card (3 msgs) & Cherryh (2 msgs) &
                Rick Cook & Dick & Disch & Effinger (2 msgs) &
                Feist (2 msgs) & Kurtz & Park

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 24 Jul 90 18:44:34 GMT
From: rma@acd4.acd.com ( R Matthew Adams      )
Subject: Asprin's new books

   What is the general opinion of Asprin's two latest works?  I may have
missed the discussion on this (if there has been any.)  I was disappointed
by the latest myth book _Myth Inc. In Action_.  Maybe I was expecting too
much from it.
   On the other hand I quite like the start of the new series.  _Phule's
Company_ is quite entertaining, and I think the series has potential.

R. Matthew Adams
adamsr@rosevc.rose-hulman.edu 
rma@acd4

------------------------------

Date: 23 Jul 90 18:26:14 GMT
From: lee@chsun1.uchicago.edu (dwight lee)
Subject: Re: Greg Bear

Was there ever a sequel to _Hegira_?  I remember reading the book as a kid
and being fascinated by it.  I don't know what I'd think of it now, though.
If I recall correctly, _Hegira_ concerned a planet where huge monoliths had
inscriptions on them detailing how to use technology.  The problem was that
in order to reach the altitude to read the inscriptions, you had to invent
some technology yourself.  I.e, the promise of technological advancement
spurred technological advancement itself.  I thought it was neat.  The
story seemed incomplete and a sequel was promised.

Dwight A Lee
416 Annie Glidden Rd #B6
DeKalb IL 60115
815-758-1389
lee@chsun1.uchicago.edu

------------------------------

Date: 23 Jul 90 20:49:22 GMT
From: paw@northstar7.dartmouth.edu (Pat Wilson)
Subject: Orson Scott Card's _Folk of the Fringe_

Though I'd heard that it had come out some time ago, I just got my hands on
OSC's latest book.  Did I miss the discussion on sf-lovers?  Did anyone
feel vaguely disturbed by all these stories lumped together?  I enjoyed
them when they were first published (singly), but with all of them in one
book (and especially reading the two "afterwards"), I got that feeling that
I associate with reading too much Heinlein (I supposed "preached at" best
describes it).  Has OSC gone 'round the bend (say it ain't so!)?  _Were_
his early stories (check out _Unaccompanied Sonata_ if you can find it) his
best?  Is there any hope?

In trepidation,

Pat Wilson
Operations Manager, Project NORTHSTAR
paw@northstar.dartmouth.edu

------------------------------

Date: 23 Jul 90 22:51:59 GMT
From: srt@aerospace.aero.org (Scott "TCB" Turner)
Subject: Re: Orson Scott Card's _Folk of the Fringe_

I've been meaning to post a short review of this ala Madame Leeper but
hadn't gotten round to it, so I'll take the easy way out and just follow up
to this note.

The stories just aren't that good.  I found OSC's description of how he
came to write these stories fairly fascinating but, the stories themselves
simply aren't up to OSC's standards.  The collection starts promisingly
enough, with the story of a disenchanted man in a post-catastrophe America
who becomes protector to an unlikely group of Mormon immigrants.  But that
story falters near the end, and the remaining stories in the collection
never recover the stride.  Particularly disappointing was "Pageant Wagon",
which seems to be widely admired, but which I found plodding.  Perhaps it
was the context.

Obviously OSC completists will buy the book.  Others can spend their money
more profitably elsewhere.

Scott Turner

------------------------------

Date: 24 Jul 90 01:11:12 GMT
From: jdh92@swat.swarthmore.edu (Jeff Hildebrand)
Subject: Re: Orson Scott Card's _Folk of the Fringe_

paw@northstar7.dartmouth.edu (Pat Wilson) writes...
>Though I'd heard that it had come out some time ago, I just got my hands
>on OSC's latest book.

   Hurm. Where did you find it? I've been looking around for a while and
haven't been able to find it. A couple of cons and a trip to a very good SF
bookstore didn't produce any results.

>_Were_ his early stories (check out _Unaccompanied Sonata_ if you can find
>it) his best?  Is there any hope?

   Well, a lot of people have been hashing out how Card's Mormonism affects
his writing, both fiction and non-fiction. I could see how he could get
very annoying if he gets preachy. Sigh. And I'm still looking for a copy of
_Unaccompanied Sonata_. I heard one story from it at a Story Reading and it
was marvelous, but since it's out of print I haven't been able to find a
copy for myself. 

Jeff Hildebrand
Swarthmore College
Swarthmore PA 19081
JDH92@campus.swarthmore.edu
JDH92@SWARTHMR.BITNET

------------------------------

Date: 23 Jul 90 07:39:40 GMT
From: burns@latcs1.oz.au (Jonathan Burns)
Subject: Re: Downbelow Station

Dan Rushworth writes:
> Since the subject has been brought up, could someone out there please
> explain to me what they like about _Downbelow Station_?

I should reread before answering, but roughly it was the logic with which
Cherryh explained the relations between three planets, several stations and
a couple of spacefleets. Working with a modest set of sf plot assumptions
(FTL, one Earthlike planet in a dozen-odd solar systems, one humanoid
species, reasonably intelligent but without any superhuman mental
abilities), and a degree of economic insight, she quietly demonstrates how
the human interstellar effort gets into such a mess. It's sociologically
hard; meaning that as with technical hard sf, it becomes fun to watch the
plot for holes.

Under the circs, you don't need terrific characterization; just credible
characters who reveal the problems forced upon them. Nonetheless, I do
remember the humane Konstantin with affection, and the dashing Signy and
her brainwiped lovepet. And the bit where the Downer woman finds out about
the shape of the world got me quite emotional.

Jonathan Burns
Computer Science Dept
La Trobe University  
burns@latcs1.oz

------------------------------

Date: 24 Jul 90 10:44:33 GMT
From: schar@ssdvx2.mdcbbs.com
Subject: Re: Downbelow Station (was Re: Don't read _Earth_)

> Since the subject has been brought up, could someone out there please
> explain to me what they like about _Downbelow Station_?
> 
> As I read it, it's about characters who you never know well enough to
> give a damn about, and they seem to be an unappealing bunch in any case.
> All the action takes place in slow motion.  Relationships are murky,
> nothing much gets resolved, I Just Don't Get It.

I had the same feelings about _Downbelow Station_, as well as the whole
Chanur series.  The concepts are exciting and interesting, but the actual
narrative takes far longer to develop than I like.  By the time I reached
the end of the whole Chanur series, 4 books worth, I looked at them on my
shelf and said, "So what?"  I haven't picked up _Downbelow Station_ again
for the same reason.

------------------------------

Date: 24 Jul 90 07:20:10 GMT
From: Flounder@cup.portal.com (Paul N Floriani)
Subject: Re: Rick Cook

ECZ5ACK@OAC.UCLA.EDU (Andy Kohler) writes:
>I checked the local book stores and found two books: *The Wizard
>Compiled* and *Wizard's Bane*.

I spoke with him at BayCon. He's completed the third book, and it's going
through publishing stuff.  Current working title: "The Wizard Reentrant".
Not sure of the release date - either late this year, or early next year.

Paul Floriani
Flounder@cup.portal.com

------------------------------

Date: 24 Jul 90 10:31:19 GMT
From: boyajian@ruby.dec.com (Cisco's Buddy)
Subject: Re: SF-LOVERS Digest   V15 #268

GLWARNER%SAMFORD@PUCC.PRINCETON.EDU (THE GAR) writes:
>According to the book _In His Own Words_ which is based on interviews with
>PKDick and people who knew him well, he was going to earn about $400,000
>for the novelization of Blade Runner.  He refused, and instead insisted on
>writing _The Transmigration of Timothy Archer_ next.  His agent was
>blabbing all over at awards banquets later that month that Dick was more
>concerned with literature than money.  He was apalled when the
>novelization did come out, and supposedly often regretted that he let some
>one else do it.

That's pretty strange, given the fact that there is absolutely no
novelization of BLADE RUNNER. Instead, Dick's original novel was reissued.
Contrary to popular belief, it was *not* retitled to match the movie,
though it does appear so. It's just that the movie title is displayed
prominently on the book cover and spine, while the book's title is in much
smaller type (and, if memory serves, enclosed in parentheses).

 --- jayembee (Jerry Boyajian)
UUCP:	...!decwrl!ruby.enet.dec.com!boyajian
ARPA:	boyajian%ruby.DEC@DECWRL.DEC.COM

------------------------------

Date: 24 Jul 90 21:15:21 GMT
From: ecl@cbnewsj.att.com (Evelyn C. Leeper)
Subject: BLACK ALICE by Thomas M. Disch and John Sladek

	      BLACK ALICE by Thomas M. Disch and John Sladek
	     Carroll & Graf, 1989 (1968c), ISBN 0-88184-506-X
		     A book review by Evelyn C. Leeper

   The Tenniel-like illustration on the cover of this book notwithstanding,
BLACK ALICE has little if any connection to ALICE'S ADVENTURES IN
WONDERLAND or THROUGH THE LOOKING GLASS.  The plot of this mystery novel
involves the kidnapping of a young girl named Alice who converses with an
imaginary companion named Dinah.  She is held for ransom in a whorehouse
and, to be sure she isn't recognized, the kidnappers give her a pill that
turns her black (not entirely unrealistic, that's similar to how the author
of BLACK LIKE ME did his research).  While the mystery proceeds, not even
so much who did the kidnapping, or even why, but some of the history and
motivation behind the whole sequence of events, we see how Alice, having
previously led a life of comfort and even luxury, must learn to live as a
black child.  While I would not claim this is primarily a biting commentary
on race relations, I would say that one feature of the story is its
demonstration that outsiders' perceptions are frequently more important
than one's own feelings about one's place in society.  William Blake may
have said, "A sincere belief that anything is so will make it so," but he
didn't say whether he was referring to a long-term transformation or the
more immediate problem of convincing the policeman at a race riot that you
as a black person just happened to be walking by on your way to the store.
One suspects it was more the former.

   While no one aspect of this book is outstanding, they are all well-done:
the plot has a reasonable level of complication, the characterization
results in interesting yet believable characters, the social commentary is
there yet subtle.  Fans of Disch or Sladek will be interested in this, of
course, but even for those who are not I would give this a mild
recommendation.

Evelyn C. Leeper
+1 908-957-2070
att!mtgzy!ecl
ecl@mtgzy.att.com

------------------------------

Date: 23 Jul 90 22:05:34 GMT
From: steyn@saul.cis.upenn.edu (Gavin Steyn)
Subject: Effinger's _Zork Chroniclers_

  Has anyone other than Eric Raymond read Effinger's _Zork Chronicles_?
Since Eric said in his review that he's never much liked Effinger's work
(or so I understand his review to say), his negative recommendation means
nothing to me, a big fan of Effinger's work.  So, I ask the mavens of the
net: is the novel good, or is it just hackwork, ala his Planet of the Apes
stuff?

Gavin Steyn
steyn@eniac.seas.upenn.edu

------------------------------

Date: 23 Jul 90 23:44:37 GMT
From: chuq@apple.com (Smile when you say that)
Subject: Re: Effinger's _Zork Chroniclers_

steyn@saul.cis.upenn.edu (Gavin Steyn) writes:
>Has anyone other than Eric Raymond read Effinger's _Zork Chronicles_?
>Since Eric said in his review that he's never much liked Effinger's work
>(or so I understand his review to say), his negative recommendation means
>nothing to me, a big fan of Effinger's work.  So, I ask the mavens of the
>net: is the novel good, or is it just hackwork, ala his Planet of the Apes
>stuff?

Well, I don't know what Eric said, but I read it on vacation. it's fluff,
not one of his best pieces, not even that close to the Zork game, although
it's obviously based on it (primarily the novel is much simplified from the
game). It's okay, there are a bunch of in-jokes that I found hilarious
(whether you do depends on whether you catch the in-jokes). It could have
been much better if it'd had one more draft; lots of rough edges.

Don't go into it with high expectations and you won't be disappointed, but
When Gravity Fails it ain't.

Chuq Von Rospach
chuq@apple.com

------------------------------

Date: 20 Jul 90 14:04:29 GMT
From: charles@zip.eecs.umich.edu (Charles Jacob Cohen)
Subject: Re: Any new books on Midkemia/Kelewan cycle by Feist?

mike@hele@ap542.uucp (Mike Hoffmann) writes:
>That last one I heard of was "Daughter of the Empire", after that came
>Fairy Tale, which wasn't concerned at all with above worlds.  P.S.: if any
>new books are available, a short review would be appreciated

"Daughter of the Empire" is a self contained book that takes place *during*
the Riftwar Saga.  It takes place in Kelewan, and tells the story of a
woman who is suddenly in charge of her *house* (oriental style) and her
struggles to rise to power.  The story is an old one, but Feist's
presentation of it is excellent, and I loved the story.

"Fairy Tale" has nothing to do with the Riftwar Saga.  It takes place in
modern Ireland, and is a fantasy dealing with Irish Mythos.  Again, I
really enjoyed this book, the way it combined modern attitudes and the way
we would deal with *real* mythology.  Warning, some parts are a bit creepy,
and at least one section is *very* erotic.

His latest book is "Prince of the Blood" which takes place 20 years after
the Riftwar, and is about Arutha's twin sons and the mighty Kesh empire to
the south.  The book is self contained, and it seems to be a bridge to an
upcomming series (at least, I hope it is!).  Yes, Pug is in it, and you
learn a bit about Stardock, but Pug is only around for the beginning.
Almost as good as the original series, and worth reading.  I think Feist is
preparing for a huge adventure for our friends in Midkemia.

Hope this helps!

charles@sparky.eecs.umich.edu

------------------------------

Date: 21 Jul 90 09:45:39 GMT
From: spt1@ukc.ac.uk (Stephen Thomas)
Subject: Re: Any new books on Midkemia/Kelewan cycle by Feist?

charles@zip.eecs.umich.edu (Charles Jacob Cohen) writes:
>"Fairy Tale" has nothing to do with the Riftwar Saga.  It takes place in
>modern Ireland, and is a fantasy dealing with Irish Mythos.

Actually, no.  It is set in western New York State, but (according to the
book) the area had a lot of Irish settlers, which would account for the
confusion.

Stephen Thomas
Computing Lab
University of Kent
CT2 7NZ, UK
+44 (0)227 764000 x 3824       
spt1@ukc.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 23 Jul 90 21:47:46 GMT
From: UCI148@uriacc.bitnet (Kevin Lambert)
Subject: Re: SF-LOVERS Digest   V15 #269

   Does anybody know of an address to send to Katherine Kurtz the author of
the Camber of Culdi series?  As far as I have been told she is living in a
castle in Ireland somewhere.  Respond direct if possible. Thanks.

Kevin

[Moderator's Note: I would discourage anyone from giving any author's
private address.  In most cases, you can reach any author by sending your
letter in care of their publisher.]

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jul 90 00:18:17 GMT
From: jmf@abacus.uucp (Joan Frankel)
Subject: Re: Paul Park

steyn@saul.cis.upenn.edu.UUCP (Gavin Steyn) writes:
>  I just finished a fantastic book by Paul Park, _Soldiers of Paradise_.
>I'd attempt to review for you, but my main reaction was "Wow," which isn't

And a hearty "Wow" from me as well.  It isn't "hard SF", it is historical
fantasy with events and atmosphere and types of people drawn from the
Indo-Asian cultural-political-historical scene.  The world Park creates is
composite and symbolic and very real.  The language is beautiful and the
subject matter is relevant to modern humanity, so I guess this scores in
the eternal war for "SF as real live literature".

I don't know of previous books, but the sequel to "Soldiers of Paradise" is
called "Sugar Rain".  It happily rips off the most interesting facet of
Brian Aldiss's overblown and impersonal Heliconia trilogy, the idea that
with slow but predictable climactic cycles come equally predictable
political cycles.  (As in, "if the ice ages cycled more rapidly and marked
recorded history, how would we await them", for those of you who live in a
well and therefore couldn't read Heliconia).  Park incorporates the
Heliconia stuff into "Sugar Rain" in such a way as to make it seem that it
was presaged in "Soldiers", but as far as I can remember, it wasn't.  No
matter, he uses it to good effect.

There is plenty of room here for a 3rd book to appear in the sequence; Park
is one of the few writers from whom I wouldn't dread such an event.

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Today's Topics:

	    Books - Rawn & Simak (2 msgs) & Stasheff (3 msgs) &
                    Tepper (2 msgs) & Wilson & Womack &
                    Requests (4 msgs) & Request Answers (2 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 23 Jul 90 15:06:15 GMT
From: ishizaki@hplabsz.hpl.hp.com (Audrey Ishizaki)
Subject: Melanie Rawn

I got my "Dragon Prince" books signed by Melanie Rawn last friday at Future
Fantasy in Palo Alto, CA.  She seemed to be a very nice woman.

She said she really enjoyed *writing* the first two books, _The Dragon
Prince_ and _The Star Scroll_.  She did not enjoy writing the third book,
_Sun Runner's Fire_.  She did enjoy writing the fourth book, _Stronghold_.

We are to expect hardback edition of _Stronghold_ in November.  She also
encouraged "us" to write to her (c/o her publisher) about how we liked or
disliked _Stronghold_.  I think there are two (maybe three?) books to
follow _Stronghold_.

Audrey Ishizaki

------------------------------

Date: 23 Jul 90 18:46:43 GMT
From: BS08%UK.AC.DUNDEE.PRIMEB@pucc.princeton.edu (GREG ANDERSON)
Subject: Simak Query

Dear Netters,

   Does anyone out there in computer-land have a list
of novels/short stories written by C. Simak? I've just finished
the Tarot trilogy which was recently released in the one book.
 I found it pretty tough going at the start but more and more
rewarding as the story continued to unravel the mystery of the
God of Tarot.  
   I would love to know more about the author and any other material he has
written, especially if it is in the same style.

[Moderator's Note: Thanks to and maintained by John Wenn (jwenn@xerox.com),
the Sf-Lovers archives has listings of of works written by a number of
authors.  The files are available via anonymous ftp from
elbereth.rutgers.edu and are in the directory pub/sfl/authorlists.  The
file names are of the form Lastname.Firstname (example: Simak.Clifford)]

------------------------------

Date: 24 Jul 90 04:56:30 GMT
From: danm@hpnmdla.hp.com (Dan Merget)
Subject: Re: Simak Query

> Does anyone out there in computer-land have a list of novels/short
> stories written by C. Simak? I've just finished the Tarot trilogy which
> was recently released in the one book.  I found it pretty tough going at
> the start but more and more rewarding as the story continued to unravel
> the mystery of the God of Tarot.

Is C. Simak a pseudonym for Piers Anthony?  Or did Anthony base his God of
Tarot trilogy on a series by Simak (or vice-versa)?  I read Anthony's
series and thought it read like three issues of a semi-incoherent drug
trip.  If we are talking about the same series then I would like a summary
of what you enjoyed so that I could get more out of a re-read.

Thanks in advance.

------------------------------

Date: 23 Jul 90 15:54:27 GMT
From: INFOSY11@uconnvm.bitnet (Mike Loux)
Subject: the Warlock's Companion

I've recently taken up the _Warlock_ Series, by Christopher Stasheff, once
again, after a 2 year break, because it took me that long to get around to
buying the books after _The Warlock Wandering_. OK, big deal.  I read _The
Warlock Is Missing_, and then _The Warlock Heretical_, and just finished
_The Warlock Insane_, however, I noticed a book entitled _The Warlock's
Companion_ on Stasheff's list. Now, my question is, have I missed another
story, or is this simply a guide to Gramarye, like Anthony's _Visual Guide
to Xanth_? I can't readily find it on the shelf, so I am not sure if I
skipped one. Things don't seem any different, except that Magnus has a
moustache now, and by doing some calculation when given Rod's age to be 47,
I figured out that magnus must be 16, therefore it has only been 2 years
since _The Warlock Heretical_, which is normal.  So, any takers?  

------------------------------

Date: 24 Jul 90 01:45:40 GMT
From: jrwsnsr@nmt.edu (Jonathan R. Watts)
Subject: Re: the Warlock's Companion

INFOSY11@uconnvm.BITNET (Mike Loux):
> I've recently taken up the _Warlock_ Series, by Christopher Stasheff,
> once again, after a 2 year break, because it took me that long to get
> around to buying the books after _The Warlock Wandering_. OK, big deal.
> I read _The Warlock Is Missing_, and then _The Warlock Heretical_, and
> just finished _The Warlock Insane_, however, I noticed a book entitled
> _The Warlock's Companion_ on Stasheff's list. Now, my question is, have I
> missed another story, or is this simply a guide to Gramarye, like
> Anthony's _Visual Guide to Xanth_? I can't readily find it on the shelf,
> so I am not sure if I skipped one. Things don't seem any different,
> except that Magnus has a moustache now, and by doing some calculation
> when given Rod's age to be 47, I figured out that magnus must be 16,
> therefore it has only been 2 years since _The Warlock Heretical_, which
> is normal.  So, any takers?

_The Warlock's Companion_ is a regular book, falling between _Heretical_
and _Insane_.  It is mostly a flashback by (guess who?) Fess, the Warlock's
companion.  It's been a while since I read it, so I don't remember much
more about it.
 
Jonathan Watts
jrwsnsr@jupiter.nmt.edu

------------------------------

Date: 24 Jul 90 00:16:22 GMT
From: ennael@jhunix.hcf.jhu.edu (Felan shena Thoron'edras)
Subject: Re: the Warlock's Companion

INFOSY11@uconnvm.BITNET (Mike Loux) writes:
>I read _The Warlock Is Missing_, and then _The Warlock Heretical_, and
>just finished _The Warlock Insane_, however, I noticed a book entitled
>_The Warlock's Companion_ on Stasheff's list. Now, my question is, have I
>missed another story, or is this simply a guide to Gramarye, like
>Anthony's _Visual Guide to Xanth_? I can't readily find it on the shelf,
>so I...

_The Warlock's Companion_ tells about when the Gallowglasses moved into
their new castle (given to them I believe in Heretical).  It includes some
telling of 'Gallowglass (d'Armand) family history', from Fess' point of
view (hence the name).  I liked it, I guess, but then, I've liked all of
them.  It's about the same quality as Missing and Insane.  Hope this
helps.

------------------------------

Date: 24 Jul 90 04:16:36 GMT
From: microsoft!ericsa@beaver.cs.washington.edu (Eric Sassaman)
Subject: Sherri S. Tepper's True Game series recommendations

Has anyone read the "True Game" series by Sheri S. Tepper? I'm just
finishing up the first book, "King's Blood Four", and I was wondering how
the other books in the series stack up against the first. I felt that the
first half of the book was a bit slow, but got really interesting in the
latter half. Should I spend more money on this series?  Thanks.

Eric

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jul 90 02:31:10 GMT
From: dweingar@ic.sunysb.edu (David Weingart)
Subject: Re: Sherri S. Tepper's True Game series recommendations

ericsa@microsoft.UUCP (Eric Sassaman) writes:
>Has anyone read the "True Game" series by Sheri S. Tepper? I'm just
>finishing up the first book, "King's Blood Four", and I was wondering how
>the other books in the series stack up against the first. 

I managed to slog through the entire set of "True Game" books on a friend's
recommendation and it was a long and arduous trip.  I found them to be
slow, dull, plotless, etc.
 
This is, of course, a personal opinion.  If you liked the first one, then
you'll probably like the others.
 
David Weingart
dweingar@ic.sunysb.edu

------------------------------

Date: 24 Jul 90 17:12:29 GMT
From: mwhite@byson.mitre.org (Mike White)
Subject: Info on Illuminatus

I'm thinking of reading the Illuminatus Trilogy.  Is that a good idea?  Did
folks generally like it?  I liked all the Douglas Adams novels, if that's
any help; I've been told that Illuminatus is similar in tone.

mwhite@byson.mitre.org

------------------------------

Date: 23 Jul 90 17:12:47 GMT
From: ecl@cbnewsj.att.com (Evelyn C. Leeper)
Subject: TERRAPLANE by Jack Womack

			 TERRAPLANE by Jack Womack
		   Tor, 1990 (1988c), ISBN 0-812-50623-5
		     A book review by Evelyn C. Leeper

   This starts out as a futuristic science spy type of novel.  But when the
main characters try to escape from the Soviet Union in an airplane, they
trigger a device which catapults them into an alternate world, or more
accurately, a parallel world.  Why the latter rather than the former?
Well, they find themselves not in the 21st Century, but in 1939, which they
attribute to the rate of history being different in the second world.  This
idea of a similar (or not so similar) world just a step away from ours is
more in line with the parallel universe assumption, even though the use of
a break-point to build a different world than our own is more an alternate
history convention.

   And there is a break-point, though to reveal it would take much of the
enjoyment out of the novel, since part of Womack's skill is in gradually
showing us what has made this world what it is.  It is not a "steampunk"
world, though the cover with its high-tech look around a 1930s car might
give you that impression.  The technology in universe #2's 1939 has minor
differences from our own, but there are no amazing steam-driven spaceships
or anything.

   Womack also does a good job in showing life in universe #2 from the
point of view of the blacks.  Too often, scientists who travel to an
alternate universe meet scientists in that universe, travel in comfortable
circles, and don't have to deal with any class problems.  The other
variant, of course, is they find themselves a black scientist in an America
where slavery still exists or some such.  But in TERRAPLANE Womack draws
something partway between these two extremes, and does it well.

   The weaknesses of the novel are minor.  The claim of differing rates of
time to explain how the protagonists end up in 1939 is, I think, not really
convincing.  (Is it that some critical event such as the first multi-celled
being occurred 60 years later in one universe, or is it that everything in
universe #2 happens at the speed of the life of universe #1 minus 60 years,
all divided by the life of universe #1?)  Some explanation of how traveling
between universes sometimes results in a time-slip might have served
better.  A couple of the subplots could have been eliminated, but don't
really detract greatly.  A more annoying distraction is the future lingo
that the characters speak; evidently the next major resource crisis is that
all the verbs are used up and nouns and adjectives must serve instead.  So
the characters talk about how someone needs to be hospitaled, or how they
curbsided their car.  After a while the reader is annoyanced by this, and
wants to wallslam the book.  Luckily, for most of the book the characters
normal-language rather than future-speak, so it is bearable.

Evelyn C. Leeper
+1 201-957-2070
att!mtgzy!ecl
ecl@mtgzy.att.com

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jul 90 01:26:00 GMT
From: OPEROW@ccm.umanitoba.ca
Subject: Re:Does anyone know the name of this book...

   This book is part of a two?-part serise about an extra-solar "lost"
colony by Dennis Schmidt(?). The titles of the books are _Wayfarer_ and
_Kensho_. Both books are excellent reading. The colony's name is Kensho,
and the alien race in both books are the mushin. (The grandfathers are
ceramic-very badly done-hollow figurines wrapped in robes. The mushin use
the grandfather(s) as a central feeding point.)

James G. Currie
University of Manitoba

------------------------------

Date: 20 Jul 90 06:20:25 GMT
From: kotchan@physics.utoronto.ca (David Kotchan)
Subject: story fragments help request

Three fragmented references I would very much thank any help with.  The
first two are supposed to be a series, the titles I *THINK* are _When
Gravity Fails_ and _Fire in the Sun_. The plot is something about a private
detective who is trying to keep his head together whilst dealing with his
religious background, I think Islamic. Any help, ESPECIALLY AN AUTHOR'S
NAME PLEASE would be most nice.

The third is a story by I think John Crowley, something about a guy, or is
it a lion, running around with a gun, and the world conservationists don't
want him killing the protected animals. Not really sure of any of this.
Please help with any details, ESPECIALLY A TITLE PLEASE. And have I spelled
the author's name correctly?

Thanks a bunch. Responses to the group, or to me at the address on this
note, or to EVENS@UTORPHYS.BITNET

------------------------------

Date: 20 Jul 90 13:34:54 GMT
From: wdstarr@athena.mit.edu (William December Starr)
Subject: Name that Story -- "Dzanku-Dzanku"

The following request for information recently showed up on the MIT Science
Fiction Society's bulletin board<*> and it's got us all stumped:

> Does anyone know title and/or author of some books/stories whose chief
> villain was an alien named "Dzanku-Dzanku?"  (Yes, at some point the
> response was, "You're welcome!")  Books/stories are at least thirty years
> old.

    <*>And before you send me email asking about how to dial into
       said bulletin board, be aware that what I'm taking about
       is a slab of corkboard mounted on the wall, with notes
       written on pieces of paper and thumbtacked to it.  :-)

William December Starr
wdstarr@athena.mit.edu

------------------------------

Date: 21 Jul 90 05:15:42 GMT
From: suzlye@csd4.csd.uwm.edu (Sue V Kramer)
Subject: Story Request

Does anyone out there remember a series of children's books about a little
boy and his friend from the mushroom planet?  I think the friend's name was
Mr.  Thermophilous.  Are they out-of-print now?

Please e-mail me if you have any info.  

------------------------------

Date: 18 Jul 90 16:23:09 GMT
From: csusac!potter@csufres.csufresno.edu (david potter)
Subject: MANLEY WADE WELLMAN / book I.D.

reedl@GW1.HANSCOM.AF.MIL ("MAJ LARRY REED") writes:
> Many years ago I read a book by Manley Wade Wellman the gist of which
> was: modern day man is transported back in time, suffers mysterious
> reversal of anatomy and becomes Leonardo da Vinci.  Haven't been able to
> find it again, don't remember the name. Not one of his _Silver John_
> series, mountain magic - was strictly Sci-Fi.  Any help out there?

   The book you're looking for is "TWICE IN TIME."  It originally appeared
in one of the pulp magazines, and dates from the same era as Wellman's
other pulp novels, like "GIANTS FROM ETERNITY."  I know that it was
published in paperback in the early sixties, I *think* by Ace, but my
memory is not clear on the subject.  That's the most recent publication of
the yarn I've seen, although obviously there have probably been later ones.
Perhaps the MITsfs folks can give you accurate info, given the correct
title.
   "TWICE IN TIME" is the story of a man who "reflects" himself through
time to Italy of 500 years ago, and becomes involved in plots, intrigues,
and various romantic adventures, while seeking a way home.  Wellman played
a bit loose with actual historical information, as I recall, and with the
character that his hero turned out to be.  But it WAS a fun book. I
actually didn't see that last scene coming, when the king archly informs
him that he's going to have to change his "barbarous" last name to
something a bit more acceptable.  I *did* laugh, and it *did* take me by
surprise.  Of course, I was a bit younger then, too.
   Another of Wellman's pulp novels that's kind of fun is "THE DARK
DESTROYERS."  I know that "DARK DESTROYERS" and "GIANTS FROM ETERNITY" had
hardback editions in the fifties, but can't quote dates or publishers.  If
you need exact, detailed info, get someone with access to the SFWA database
to give you Wade Wellman's address, and send him an SASE request for info,
including cash to defray the loss of his time, since he's a writer and
consequently can't afford to answer mail for free. (Presumably he has some
info available on his dad's stuff!)
 

------------------------------

Date: 20 Jul 90 05:17:50 GMT
From: dqgx@vax5.cit.cornell.edu
Subject: Re: MAC V Complex (Sea of Glass)

BARRSTEV@uncg.BITNET writes:
> Do any of you brave souls remember a book along these general lines:
>
> In order to save humanity from some future disaster, [someone] puts them
> all in a concentration-camp called the MAC V Complex.  The story includes
> bits about the guards abuse of the prisoners, and the prisoner's revenge.
> One prisoner in particular uses a knife dulled on a rock for several
> days.
> 
> Every chapter begins with "Warday" [but the book is not called Warday].
> 
> The above is as close as my boss and a coworker can come to describing
> the book.

The book in question is _Sea of Glass_, by Barry Longyear.  I strongly
suggest it, but with this warning: this is a _very_ violent book.  It's not
David Drake violent, but makes up in quality (?) what it lacks in quantity.
The premise of the story is that the MAC computer takes over the world in
order to prevent Armageddon, brought on by rampant overpopulation.  (The
'Wardate' heading at the beginning of each chapter is the MAC computer's
prediction of when this will occur.)  The main character is an illegal
child who is sent to a concentration camp for the crime of existing.  The
book chronicles his efforts to bring down the system that killed his
parents and sentenced him to a life of misery.  I don't think it gives away
too much to say that I found the ending chilling (to say the least).

Note: I'm writing this from my memory of the book, which I read quite some
time ago.  If there are any mistakes in this message, my memory is to
blame.

Mike Long
Cornell University 
EE/CS student
dqgx@vax5.cit.cornell.edu
dqgx@crnlvax5.bitnet			

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	 Books - Bear & Card (2 msgs) & Dick & Heinlein (2 msgs) &
                 Kurtz & Simak & Tepper (3 msgs) & 
                 Request Answers (2 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 25 Jul 90 17:15:01 GMT
From: bilbo.OsbuSouth@xerox.com
Subject: Re: SF-LOVERS Digest  V15 #271

>What other books are there by Greg Bear (I know of 'Eon' and 'the Forge Of
>God'(?)) and what are the opinions about them?

I'm not sure to how to use our system to E-mail directly to you Klaus but
as a Greg Bear fanatic (definitely more than just a fan), I had to reply.

Read the Forge of God!  It's probably the best thing he's ever written.
Though depressing at times (due to the subject matter), it's wonderfully
written.  Eon I would probably rank just below it in quality.  The sequel
to Eon (the name of which has fled this bleary morning) is not quite up to
the same standard as Concerto and Mage but a good read.

He has written a ST book (believe it or not-he was also involved in one of
the first attempts at a new TV series) called Corona.  Not that great a
book.  There are two short story collections Wind from a Burning Woman and
Tangents.  Both full of good stuff though IMHO, he's best as a novelist.

Anything before Concerto is a read at your own risk.  Concerto is about the
time Bear really came into his own.  There is one book of his I read that
predates it (another name that has slipped my mind) that was just kind of
an average story, nothing spectacular.  But MAN has he gotten good as he's
gone on.  He's great at taking a hard science story and populating it with
real people.  A skill you don't see often.

Why disappointed by Blood Music?

MKB

------------------------------

Date: 26 Jul 90 00:47:56 GMT
From: ault@caen.engin.umich.edu (Matthew Ault)
Subject: _The Folk of the Fringe_ by Orson Scott Card

I was in the bookstore today and happened across _The Folk of the Fringe_
by OSC, a book with a 1989 copyright, but which I have never seen before in
hardcover or paperback (the one I saw was paperback).  I was wondering if
anyone out there in net-land has read it yet, and if so, is it any good?  I
purely loved _Ender's Game_ and the Alvin Maker Trilogy (BTW, anyone know
when we can expect the next Alvin Maker book?), and I was wondering how
this one compared.

It has one strike against it already, it's about "that post nuclear
holocaust world where a small group of survivors attempt to reforge a
nation" (tm).  I've already read enough of these type of books to be easily
bored with a recycled plot, but Card is a masterful writer and could easily
pull off a good read.

Another hitch, it's set in Utah.  So who knows what that might mean in the
light of recent discussions?

Matthew A. Ault
ault@caen.engin.umich.edu

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jul 90 17:50:32 GMT
From: paulc@hp-lsd.cos.hp.com (Paul Carroll)
Subject: Re: Orson Scott Card's _Folk of the Fringe_

> The collection starts promisingly enough, with the story of a
> disenchanted man in a post-catastrophe America who becomes protector to
> an unlikely group of Mormon immigrants.  But that story falters near the
> end, and the remaining stories in the collection never recover the
> stride.  Particularly disappointing was "Pageant Wagon", which seems to
> be widely admired, but which I found plodding.  Perhaps it was the
> context.

   I agree that the first story falters at the end, meaning OSC should have
let it run its course, rather than just ending it with a short summary of
events.  I also was not particulary excited about the 2nd story, although
knowing Salt Lake City helps in figuring out the action.  I also happened
to be at the temple last week, so I could gauge how deep the water was
supposed to be.  It looks to be about 40 to 60 feet, in order to leave the
spires standing.  That's not quite up to Lake Bonneville standards, but it
would definitely cause some problems. (Probably few of you remember the
floods of 1983 where a river was diverted down Main street in Salt Lake
City.  It is amazing how adaptable you can be when you have to.)
Personally, I liked the "Pageant Wagon".  Having grown up in a small Utah
town, I think it tends to show what it is like to be an outsider in a
Mormon community (having both committed and experienced it).  I think the
stories in this collection are worthy (pun intended) of being read.

   Just some comments on OSC and Mormonism.  First, I am surprised that
anyone except Mormons would have heard of the Sunstone magazine.  I only
saw the magazine because my Honors Professor at USU wrote articles
occasionally for it.  Definitely it is not a mainstream Mormon magazine.
Also, OSC's views tend to be a little heretical.  Most Mormons tend to toe
the church line and are not encouraged to delve into some areas.  But, I
suspect that is common to all religions.  (How many Christians have read
the bible or even the new testament from one end to the other?)

Please don't allow this to become a religious discussion.  If there are
flames on my comments, I suppose they are best emailed to me.

Paul Carroll
HP Logic Systems Division
paulc%hp-lsd@hplabs.hp.com

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jul 90 20:38:34 GMT
From: UCI183@uriacc.bitnet (Andy Patrizio)
Subject: PKD

Concerning PKD refusing the $400 grand for novelizing "Blade Runner," I was
flipping through "Divine Invasions: A life of PKD," and in it the author
interviews Dick's agent Russ Galen, who said that $400,000 was the
*projected* income.  They thought he could make that much. When
"Androids..." was reissued with the "Blade Runner" cover, it sold far less
than expected. And let's face it, outside SF circles it didn't do *THAT*
great. It was one of Harrison Ford's lesser-remembered movies. How often
does he talk of it in interviews?

BTW, "Divine Invasions:" is a fantastic book. The biographer should be
congratulated for his excellent work. It's one of the few biographies I've
seen that shows the real person without sensationalism. (PKD's life w/o
sensationalism? Egad, I have been working too hard!)

Andy
UCI183@URIACC.BITNET

------------------------------

Date: 24 Jul 90 20:17:43 GMT
From: gtenmc!ken@uunet.uu.net (Ken Swapp)
Subject: Heinlein summary.

Warning, this is a compilation of comments regarding Heinlein.  It is
moderately long and full of opinions.

I previously wrote:
>I am looking for a _few_ opinions to help break a tie.
>[deleted lines]
>The only Heinlein book I have read is _Stranger in a Strange Land_, and
>that was when I was in grade school.  I have two friends who are offering
>me vastly differing opinions on RAH.  The 2 books in discussion are:
>
>_Cat Who Walks Through Walls_ and _To Sail Beyond the Sunset_.  One person
>likes both stories a _lot_, the other thinks _Cat_ was 'okay', but thinks
>_Sail_ is slow, rambling, a waste of time and more of a platform for
>presenting an alternate social / sexual lifestyle than providing an
>entertaining plot or character development.  He isn't a big RAH reader,
>and thought it's only appeal may be to someone who could already relate to
>the myriad of characters scattered throughout the story.

Thanks to all who responded to my inquiry regarding _The Cat Who Walks
Through Walls_, _To Sail Beyond the Sunset_ and Heinlein in general.  I
received numerous insightful comments.

Apparently, his later books tend to re-use earlier characters.  People who
like his later books mentioned liking this aspect and enjoyed seeing these
familiar characters again.  The earlier books (pre 70's) were generally
considered better, but I was warned to take care to avoid the 'juveniles'.

_Sail_ had a few supporters, but other responses included "... waxing
nostalgic" and "... inane, awful book."  There appears to be a lot of
agreement with my second friend's opinion of this story, [and some
harsher].  The 'general' consensus was for a RAH neophyte to avoid _Sail_,
his last book.  Many thought most of the tales using this repeating this
storyline were disappointing.

_Cat_ was generally more appreciated with most comments ranging from "good
escapist fun" to "marginally enjoyable".  _Friday_ was recommended reading
for someone who liked _Cat_.

The order to read the other stories in the _Cat_ & _Sail_ setting was:
_The Past Through Tomorrow_     - Sets history for later novels.
(Contains many of the smaller novellas in chronological order.)
_Time Enough For Love_          - Saga of 'Lazarus Long'
_Number of The Beast_           - combines many characters from above
(Some felt the stories went downhill starting from here.)
[ there may be other books missing here ]
_The Moon is a Harsh Mistress_  - prequel to _Cat_       {good comments}
_Cat_
_Sail_

Other mentioned titles:
_The Roads Must Roll_
_Methuselah's Children_   - novella in _Past_ introducing Lazarus Long
                            {good comments}
_Starship Troopers_         {good comments}
_Job_
_Double Star_
_The Star Beast_
_Podkayne of Mars_
_Orphans of the Sky_
_Tunnel in the Sky_

And lastly, I received some information on RAH's earlier writings.  (One
person commented that 'As a rule his earlier stuff is shorter,
 punchier and easier to digest than the last six or so of his novels.')

collections:
_The Menace From Earth_
_The Man Who Sold The Moon_
_The Green Hills Of Earth_

1950s boy's novels:
_The Rolling Stones_
_Red Planet_
_Farmer In The Sky_
_Have Spacesuit, Will Travel_                            {good comments}
_Citizen of the Galaxy_
_Stranger in a Strange Land_                             {good comments}
_Waldo & Magic, Inc._    (a pair of fantasy novellas)
_The Unpleasant Profession Of Jonathan Hoag._

It should be mentioned that I did receive a couple comments from people who
dislike Heinlein.  But I also received responses from readers who thought
Heinlein hadn't written a poor story.  I hope this compilation is helpful
to other RAH neophytes.

My decision was to read _Cat_, (since it was already loaned to me.)  I
found that I agree with my second friend on both counts.  I thought _Cat_
was a decent story.  However, it started to lose my interest a bit towards
the end when it began introducing characters that it assumed I was already
familiar with.  [ If a book isn't going to warn you it's part of a series,
I don't think it should assume you know pieces of the story already.  On
the other side, I shouldn't have been 1/4 through it before receiving all
the informative responses.]  Thanks to the comments I received, I skimmed
_Sail_, and I'm glad to have only wasted the one hour doing that, instead
of reading the entire book and wondering if it was going to improve.

For those who asked, from here I will likely go on to read _Friday_, and
then perhaps _The Past Through Tomorrow_, _The Moon is a Harsh Mistress_
and _Job_.  I want to try something by Heinlein outside of this setting
first.  Then, how much _Past_ suits my taste will determine whether I read
any more from that line.

Again, thanks(!) to all for taking the time to respond.  I might have been
inclined to only try one more by Heinlein, and if it had been the wrong
one, would likely have not continued reading him.  Now I can make a better
judgement.

------------------------------

Date: 26 Jul 90 09:23:21 GMT
From: goldfarb@ocf.berkeley.edu (David Goldfarb)
Subject: Re: Heinlein summary.

ken@gtenmc.UUCP (Ken Swapp) writes:
>The order to read the other stories in the _Cat_ & _Sail_ setting was:
>_The Past Through Tomorrow_     - Sets history for later novels.
>(Contains many of the smaller novellas in chronological order.)
[...]
>Other mentioned titles:
>_The Roads Must Roll_

This is in _The Past through Tomorrow_.

[...]
>collections:
>_The Menace From Earth_
>_The Man Who Sold The Moon_
>_The Green Hills Of Earth_

   These three and _Revolt in 2100_ compose _The Past Through Tomorrow_. I
believe that there is only one story which is in these and not _Past_, "Let
There be Light" in _Man_.

David Goldfarb
goldfarb@ocf.berkeley.edu

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jul 90 14:42:54 GMT
From: encore!uokmax!markl@bu.edu (Mark A. Lindsay)
Subject: Heirs of Saint Camber

   Does anyone know when Katherine Kurtz's new HoSC hardcover will be out.
It is the second of the series, but I don't even know a title.

Mark A. Lindsay
Engineering Computer Network
University of Oklahoma
markl@uokmax.ecn.uoknor.edu

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jul 90 03:54:07 GMT
From: worth@alchemy.ithaca.ny.us (Worth Godwin)
Subject: Simak Correction

The Tarot series was not written by Simak. It was written by Piers
Anthony.. The author of the Xanth series, the Apprentice Adept series,
etc. I think his older stuff is great, but his writing seems to have lost
some important element somewhere.
 
Worth

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jul 90 18:28:00 GMT
From: IBC6HSR@oac.ucla.edu ("hari ramachandran")
Subject: Sherri S. Tepper's True Game series recommendations

Eric Sassaman asked about the "True Game" series by Tepper.

I think the writing in the series is good and it is worth reading.
However, there is a problem in reading all the books in the series (nine
books, if I remember correctly). The last three books basically make the
initial trilogy trivial. You find that many of the things the hero did and
barely succeeded at, were actually unnecessary.

The first three books are about the growing up of the hero, Peter.  The
second three books are about his mother Mavin Manyshaped.  The final three
books are about Jinian (Peter's love).

For myself, I liked the first trilogy a lot. I would recommend chasing down
the other books and reading them.

Hari
IBC6HSR@OAC.UCLA

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jul 90 16:43:47 GMT
From: phyllis@amc-gw.amc.com (Phyllis Rostykus)
Subject: Re: Sherri S. Tepper's True Game series reccommendations

There are actually three trilogies by Tepper set in the same world.  The
first trilogy gets better than King's Blood Four, and I agreed with your
assessment of the book.  Of the other two trilogies, one has to do with his
mother, Mavin Manyshaped, and is set before the True Game series; and other
follows the girl that he gets to know, Jinian Stareyed (?) and recounts the
incidents afterwards.  I think that the Mavin Manyshaped trilogy was
tighter, better written, and better motivated than the others.  But I'd put
the True Game series well above the Jinian series, in quality.

But it might be good to realize that you're looking into the middle series
of three books in what is, essentially, a nine book series.

It's funny, but whenever I think of Tepper's stories, I think of woodcuts,
old-fashioned, slightly stilted, with brilliant colors, and carved depth to
the characters.  I actually think that The Revenants is better than any of
the True Game books, and it has more of the carving and texture evident.

Phyllis Rostykus
phyllis@amc.com 

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jul 90 15:47:46 GMT
From: hrc!anasaz!duane@asuvax.eas.asu.edu (Duane Morse)
Subject: Re: Sherri S. Tepper's True Game series reccommendations

ericsa@microsoft.UUCP (Eric Sassaman) writes:
> Has anyone read the "True Game" series by Sheri S. Tepper? I'm just
> finishing up the first book, "King's Blood Four", and I was wondering how
> the other books in the series stack up against the first.

Since I've read a posting which panned the series, I feel obligated to
stick in my oar and state that I enjoyed the stories quite a bit.  I
thought the world was very interesting and well thought out.  The first
part was somewhat slow for me, too, but I think that was due to learning
how things worked in the world without having everything spelled out for
me.  If you pretty much liked the first one, you'll probably like the
others at least as much.

Duane Morse
(602) 861-7609
duane@anasaz
...asuvax!anasaz!duane

------------------------------

Date: 23 Jul 90 14:58:41 GMT
From: add@myrias.com (Andrew Dwelly)
Subject: Re: Does anyone know the name of this book...

OPEROW@ccm.umanitoba.ca writes:
>This book is part of a two?-part serise about an extra-solar "lost" colony
>by Dennis Schmidt(?). The titles of the books are _Wayfarer_ and _Kensho_.
>Both books are excellent reading. The colony's name is Kensho, and the
>alien race in both books are the mushin.(the grandfathers are ceramic-very
>badly done-hollow figurines wrapped in robes. The mushin use the
>grandfather(s) as a central feeding point.)

There was a third one, _Satori_, in the series as well. I've found these
books the Budhist equivalent of C. S. Lewis - interesting premise and plot
but somewhat preachy.

Some of the episodes are lifted wholesale from old Japanese legends.

Andy Dwelly
Myrias Research Corporation
Edmonton, Alberta, Canada.
403-428-1616
add@myrias.com 

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jul 90 14:12:50 GMT
From: PHB100@psuvm.psu.edu
Subject: Re: Does anyone know the name of this book...

add@myrias.com (Andrew Dwelly) says:
>OPEROW@ccm.umanitoba.ca writes:
>>This book is part of a two?-part serise about an extra-solar "lost"
>>colony by Dennis Schmidt(?). The titles of the books are _Wayfarer_ and
>>_Kensho_. Both books are excellent reading. The colony's name is
>
>There was a third one, _Satori_, in the series as well. 

There was a fourth one also, _Wanderer_.  I liked 'em.  I hope there's a
fifth one, I can't wait to see what happens when the Kenshites Kenshoans?,
whatever you would call the residents of Kensho :) arrive on Earth!

Paul Baughman
Senior Student Consultant
Student Support Initiative
Penn State University

------------------------------
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SF-LOVERS Digest            Friday, 27 Jul 1990       Volume 15 : Issue 275

Today's Topics:

       Books - Anderson & Cook (2 msgs) & Feist & Herbert (2 msgs) &
               Lackey & Simak (3 msgs) & Tepper & Tubb & 
               Vance (4 msgs) & Wilson (2 msgs) & Requests (2 msgs) & 
               Newly Released Books

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 26 Jul 90 19:40:00 GMT
From: gp17@umail.umd.edu ("Gary B. PHILLIPS")
Subject: Poul Anderson

Any opinions on _The_Boat_of_a_Million_Years_?  I've just finished my copy
and felt it was overall a 3.5+.  The historical sequences were fascinating,
and

*SPOILERS FOLLOW*

as a First Contact novel (the last chapter) it is interesting.  The last
chapter is kind of the reverse of _Childhood's_End_.  The "new" humans,
given immortality, stay Earthbound and evolve inward, while the "true"
humans (the eight survivors) are given the stars.
   I was bothered by a couple of things, howerver.  First, I had a hard
time swallowing a genetic mutation that not only has totally shut down the
aging mechanism, but gives the bearer total immunity to all the nasties
Mother Nature has brewed in the last 3000+ years, while allowing total
replacement of all body parts as they burn out.  I'd have an easier time
with a metaphysical explanation here, if any at all, me thinks.  Except for
some other minor problems (too subjective and petty to number here) though,
I would recommend that you don't miss _The_Boat_ (please, be gentle).

------------------------------

Date: 27 Jul 90 02:10:55 GMT
From: rhanschk@uhasun.hartford.edu (Ruth Hanschka)
Subject: More Glen Cook

The new book is out and on the shelves.  If it's gotten to Bloomfield, CT,
that means it's probably been around for a while ;-) It's called _Dread
Brass Shadows_, and no I haven't had time to read it yet.  The back cover
blurb says that somebody lost a book of _very_ powerful spells, and the
chase is on. The hero's girlfriend apparently gets offed somewhere in
between the beginning and the end. The complete list [according to Penguin]
of books is:
   _Sweet Silver Blues_
   _Bitter Gold Hearts_
   _Cold Copper Tears_
   _Old Tin Sorrows_
   _Dread Brass Shadows_

Ruth H

------------------------------

Date: 27 Jul 90 04:55:30 GMT
From: wdstarr@athena.mit.edu (William December Starr)
Subject: Re: More Glen Cook

rhanschk@UHASUN.HARTFORD.EDU (Ruth Hanschka) said:
> It's called _Dread Brass Shadows_, and no I haven't had time to read it
> yet.  The back cover blurb says that somebody lost a book of _very_
> powerful spells, and the chase is on.  The hero's girlfriend apparently
> gets offed somewhere in between the beginning and the end. The complete
> list of books is:
>   _Sweet Silver Blues_
>   _Bitter Gold Hearts_
>   _Cold Copper Tears_
>   _Old Tin Sorrows_
>   _Dread Brass Shadows_

For the record, Ruth's talking about Glen Cook's hard-boiled fantasy
detective series, the Garrett books<*>.

    <*>Like Columbo, Garrett's first name, if he has one, has
       never been revealed.  It should be noted that that fact,
       plus the fact that they're both detectives, are probably
       the only two similarities you'll ever find between the two
       men. 

I've read DBS and it's not bad but not great, a sort of weak follow-up to
_Old Tin Sorrows_, the best of the series so far and a damn good book.

By the way, about that back cover blurb, here's a clarification that's also
something of a spoiler (it wouldn't be necessary if the blurb writer hadn't
been such a twit).

No, Garrett's girlfriend, Tinnie Tate doesn't get killed.  She gets stabbed
in the first few pages, but it's made clear pretty quickly after that her
wounds are non-fatal.

William December Starr
wdstarr@athena.mit.edu

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jul 90 15:08:56 GMT
From: fdeming@lappi.uucp (Frank Deming {x6165})
Subject: Feist

Does anyone have a blibliography of all of Feist's books and where they fit
in his different series. I have one book in the basement called WARLOCK,
published in 1984, and I wonder whether it is part of a series or not.

Frank Deming
fdeming@aecmail.prime.com

------------------------------

Date: 26 Jul 90 15:33:05 GMT
From: DATACTL@utahlib.bitnet (Jeff Jonsson)
Subject: Herbert

     My bone of contention here is Frank Herbert's _Destination Void._ I
recently read it for the first time, having had it recommended to me by a
friend.  It struck me initially as a pseudo-scientific bunch of B.S.  The
book is overwhelmed by the endless description of the neuro-gobbledy gook
and so forth.  I was so caught up in trying to decipher his language and
syntax concerning the Ox, that I never cared for the characters.
   I am a recent subscriber to the list, and it seems that the discussion
has focused on recent books, and _Destination Void_ is definitely not
recent, but I read it recently, doesn't that count?
   Give me some feedback here.

Thanks a lot.

Jeff Jonsson
datactl@utahlib.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 26 Jul 90 20:31:00 GMT
From: rozin@speedy.cs.pitt.edu (Roman Rozin)
Subject: Re: Herbert

DATACTL@utahlib.BITNET (Jeff Jonsson) writes:
>My bone of contention here is Frank Herbert's _Destination Void._

I too thought that it was extremely boring, but there is a sequel to it,
called _The Jesus Incident_ which is quite good.

Roman Rozin

------------------------------

Date: 27 Jul 90 02:00:14 GMT
From: aplcen!jhunix!ennael@mimsy.umd.edu (Felan shena Thoron'edras)
Subject: Mercedes Lackey's next book

Hi there, folks.  I have a question.

In the front of Mercedes Lackey's new book, Magic's Price, it says that a
new book will be coming out in February.  The book's title is 'By the
Sword'.  Does anyone out there know what this will be about?

Thanks in advance.

------------------------------

Date: 27 Jul 90 00:50:34 GMT
From: jvb7u@astsun.astro.virginia.edu (Jon Brinkmann)
Subject: Clifford D. Simak

Clifford Simak is considered to be the current "dean of SF", now that RAH
has passed on.  As was mentioned in a previous post, he was born in
Millville, Wisconsin (on the Wisconsin River in west-central Wisconsin, not
to far from Lacrosse) and later moved to Minneapolis to become a newspaper
reporter.  He later rose through the ranks to become an editor.  Last I
heard he's still living in the Minneapolis area.  He attended the
University of Wisconsin-Madison, majoring in Journalism.  He's won two
Hugo's that I can recall: a "best novel" for CITY in the 50's and "best
short story" for _GROTTO OF THE DANCING DEAR_ in the early 80's.  This is
all from memory, so please forgive any mistakes.

He's considered to be the "pastoralist" of SF, since he usually prefers
wooded scenes in his books and does a great job of portraying them.

He's also one of my favorite authors.  I have collected nearly every book
he's ever published and am still looking (that's a hint! ;`).

Jon Brinkmann
Astronomy Department
University of Virginia
P.O. Box 3818
Charlottesville, VA 22903-0818
Internet: jvb7u@Virginia.EDU
UUCP: ...!uunet!virginia!jvb7u	

------------------------------

Date: 27 Jul 90 02:42:04 GMT
From: abl@dart.ece.cmu.edu (Antonio Leal)
Subject: Re: Clifford D. Simak

I'd recommend Way Station and City. The other books, for me, suffer from
being a bit too similar (girl, lion, tin man go on a quest through a
mysterious forest and ...), but they are indeed well written, and do
emanate a peaceful, pastoral, idyllic feeling. The kind of book you want
for a summer afternoon, sitting under arching vines, sipping a cool glass
of 'verde' ... hmmm, maybe I should go look for a copy of Shakespeare's
Planet or something like it.

Antonio B. Leal
Dept. of Electrical and Computer Engineering
Carnegie Mellon University
Pittsburgh, PA. 15213   U.S.A.
[412] 268-2937
abl@maxwell.ece.cmu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 27 Jul 90 05:47:54 GMT
From: rknowles@garnet.berkeley.edu
Subject: Re: Clifford D. Simak

jvb7u@astsun.astro.Virginia.EDU (Jon Brinkmann) writes:
>Clifford Simak is considered to be the current "dean of SF", now that RAH
>has passed on.  As was mentioned in a previous post, he was born in
>Millville, Wisconsin (on the Wisconsin River in west-central Wisconsin,
>not to far from Lacrosse) and later moved to Minneapolis to become a
>newspaper reporter.  He later rose through the ranks to become an editor.
>Last I heard he's still living in the Minneapolis area.  He attended the
>University of Wisconsin-Madison,

Clifford Simak died about a month BEFORE Heinlein in 1988.

------------------------------

Date: 26 Jul 90 15:47:31 GMT
From: Matthew.Diamond@maps.cs.cmu.edu
Subject: Tepper's True Game series

A few things to say about this series (some of which hasn't been mentioned
yet!  :-).

First, I enjoyed all nine.  I think the Mavin books were the best written,
and they each stand alone better than the Jinian series.  On the other
hand, the Jinian series had a wonderful atmosphere of mounting doom, and a
sense of discovery and wonder and mystery.  Also an appealing environmental
message.

I believe the Mavin books were actually written after Peter's, although
they are set before.  I have seen Peter's trilogy bound together in one
large paperback called "The True Game", possibly offered (only?) by the SF
Book Club. The Jinian series was available together in a hardback called
"The End of the Game", probably the best way to read them (though the cover
was UGLY).  Again, I saw this offered by the SF Book Club.  I don't think
the Mavin trilogy was ever bound in one book, unfortunately.

Basically, I think all the other books are better than the first one, and I
would try to get the bound editions of Peter & Jinian's trilogies.  Hope
you enjoy them as much as I did.

(As for other Tepper books, they just get better and better.  The only
Tepper book that didn't just pick me up and take me away was The Revenants.
Apparently Tepper's newest will be out in hardback this month; there's an
excerpt in the paperback release of _Grass_.)

Matthew Diamond
matt@maps.cs.cmu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 26 Jul 90 06:00:34 GMT
From: GACOHEN@pucc.princeton.edu (Geoff Alexander Cohen)
Subject: EC Tubb and Traveller

A couple of years ago I read some books in the Earl Dumarest of Terra
series by E.C. Tubb.  It seemed a couple dozen books long, real space
opera, and pretty good.  It seemed that this is the series that the frp
game Traveller is based on, and in fact the main character's philosophy is
called "Travelling".  It predates the game.

I've been wondering what happened to Tubb, and indeed what happened to poor
Earl, looking for Earth all this time.  Are the books still available?  Did
the series ever end?  Is it still being written?  Is there more Tubb
around?  Thanks in advance.

Geoff Cohen

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jul 90 19:12:57 GMT
From: parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu
Subject: Re: Bleh! (Araminta Station)

dweingar@ic.sunysb.edu (David Weingart) writes:
> Yuk!  I picked up this one on sale (hardcover) and was duly unimpressed
> by anything.  It reads like a police procedural with a few unresolved
> plot threads (so that the sequel has a place to start, I suppose).  It
> was incredibly obvious, dull, etc.
>  
> Don't bother with it.

   Interesting since I've read it three times in the hardback.  For me most
of the enjoyment of a Vance story is the prose involved with getting
through the book.  The characterizations were good, the locales
interesting, the plot fair.  His use of words is truly unique, and I get
endless enjoyment from his books.  For the most part you can't read a Vance
book just for the plot.  Savor the descriptions of the locales, the strange
habits of the different peoples.  I own 53 have read almost half of them
more than once and some of them as many as five times.  I have been waiting
eagerly for the sequel since the book first came out.

Gregg Parmentier
parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jul 90 20:53:58 GMT
From: lsc%chryse@sun.com (Lisa S Chabot)
Subject: Re: Bleh! (Araminta Station)

I enjoyed _Araminta_Station_ also.  Although I was a bit disappointed by
what I perceived as insufficient editing - too many repetitions of various
introductions, sort of like the thing had been written for serialization
and when the parts were put together in the book.  These repetitions, handy
for reminding us when we get the story in chunks, weeks apart, were sort of
distracting.

Does anybody know any dates for sequel(s)?

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jul 90 23:43:44 GMT
From: n8443916@unicorn.wwu.edu (John Gossman)
Subject: Re: Bleh! (Araminta Station)

   Jack Vance is easily my favorite Sci-Fi Fantasy writer, because of his
unique writing style.  All of his stories, even his Sci-Fi stories, are
really fantasies, space-operas of extremely high quality.  He is the only
author in any genre whom I collect, in the sense of owning multiple copies
of all his books.  Anyone who has not read Vance should; I would recommend
the novella "The Dragonmasters", any of the Dying Earth books, or the Demon
Princes novels as good starting points.
   All this having been laid in the open, I think Vance is suffering from a
disease that is common to experienced Sci-Fi authors, especially in the
1980's and 1990's.  This disease is over-verbosity.  Vance used to write
many short stories and novellas.  Most of his classic novels are only
150-250 pages.  Ariminta Station and the Lyonnesse series of novels, his
latest books, are all 400+ pages long.  Other authors with this problem are
Niven, Asimov (compare the first three Foundation novels to the latest
ones), David Brin (look at Earth), and Piers Anthony.  Makes you wonder if
they are paid by the word.  Actually, I blame the word processor for making
it easy to keep reworking and adding to longer and longer manuscripts.
   So, in conclusion, I love Vance, but Ariminta Station was too long.
Does anyone else think Sci-Fi novels have been getting longer?

John Gossman

------------------------------

Date: 26 Jul 90 02:20:36 GMT
From: david@eng.sun.com (verve, enthusiasm, and gusto)
Subject: Re: Bleh! (Araminta Station) (SPOILER(?))

>I enjoyed _Araminta_Station_ also.

So did I, but what is Vance playing at with the "yellow peril" plot?  Is he
being intentionally provocative?

Also, his portrayal of women is old fashioned, to be charitable.

Guess I'll go abuse a Phane...

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jul 90 23:45:05 GMT
From: bdragon@hogbbs.fidonet.org (Black Dragon)
Subject: More on Wilson's books

The Historical Chronicles were published in the early eighties (for the
most part).  Wilson came out with The New Inquisition in '86. Natural Law
came out in '87(as I stated previously) I'd imagine he has something
planned for the future.  For those of you who think "Wilson's brand of
tongue-in-cheek paranoia is of little interest in the 90's" obviously never
looked past the pretentious VIllage Voice quotes on the back of his books.

------------------------------

Date: 26 Jul 90 03:46:00 GMT
From: pwh@bradley.edu
Subject: Re: Robert Anton Wilson Books

>Two parts of his "Historical Illuminatus Chronicles" were published.  The
>publisher folded before "Nature's God", the third part, was published.

With, I believe, at least two more to follow.

I contend that this was a re-publication. I would SWEAR I saw a larger
format paperback with the the subtitle "Part Five of the Historical
Illuminatus Chronicles" a couple or even three years ago in Waldenbooks or
B Dalton somewhere.  I didn't buy it then because I have always found it
frustrating to find earlier stuff by him, and I figured I wouldn't want
just part 5.

It had a cover that looked like a pen-and-ink with coloring, kind of crude
compared the the covers of the new set.

Anyone else see this, or was a I merely having flash-forwards?

Pete Hartman
pwh@bradley.edu
cepu!bradley!pwh@seas.ucla.edu
...!bradley!pwh

------------------------------

Date: 26 Jul 90 00:03:21 GMT
From: MFDICK01%ULKYVM@pucc.princeton.edu (Mark Dickson)
Subject: Canticle for Leibowitz

Does anyone have any suggestions for followup reading to Miller's "CfL"
that might include monasticism, nuclear apocalypse, philo-religious
dialogue, etc. ?

Mark Dickson
University of Louisville

------------------------------

Date: 26 Jul 90 07:09:44 GMT
From: BRITZ@kemi.aau.dk (Dieter Britz)
Subject: Story question

Can anyone tell me the name of the following short story, and possibly the
title of an anthology containing it?

A Brave Hunter goes back in time with his huge gun and shoots a very large
plant eating dinosaur, no trouble. He goes up to it, and gets jumped, and
eaten, by the "small" parasites on the body. These are 6-foot crab-like
things, which make short work of our Brave Hunter.

The story substance is perhaps not so heavy but the style was very funny.
I read this in another country, out of a library, and can't get the
information here. Thanks in advance.

Dieter Britz
britz@kemi.aau.dk

------------------------------

Date: 23 Jul 90 16:22:12 GMT
From: Matthew.Diamond@maps.cs.cmu.edu
Subject: Book news

I don't know how old my information is, but I noticed two interesting books
in the bookstore today:
   Sheri Tepper's _Grass_ is now out in paperback!  Hooray!
   Also, Ray Bradbury has a new hardback, called something like
      "A Graveyard for Lunatics".  Probably not science-fiction, of course,
      but _Death is a Lonely Business_ was so good. Anyone read his new one
      yet?  Comments?

Matthew Diamond
matt@maps.cs.cmu.edu

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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SF-LOVERS Digest            Monday, 30 Jul 1990       Volume 15 : Issue 276

Today's Topics:

	      Books - Bear & Bishop & Card (2 msgs) & Cook &
                      Cross & Effinger & Jefferies & 
                      McCaffrey (2 msgs) & Simak (2 msgs) &
                      Vance (2 msgs) & Tad Williams (3 msgs) &
                      Wilson (2 msgs) & Zelazny (2 msgs)
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Date: 28 Jul 90 16:40:47 GMT
From: bilbo.OsbuSouth@xerox.com
Subject: Re: SF-LOVERS Digest  V15 #272

>Was there ever a sequel to _Hegira_?

So far as I know, there has never been a sequel (and I watch for Bear's
books like a hawk).  If I've managed to miss one, I'd like to know but I'm
pretty sure he's never returned to his earlier work.

MKB

------------------------------

Date: 27 Jul 90 15:55:59 GMT
From: ecl@cbnewsj.att.com (Evelyn C. Leeper)
Subject: NO ENEMY BUT TIME by Michael Bishop

		     NO ENEMY BUT TIME by Michael Bishop
	     Timescape, 1983 (c1982), ISBN 0-671-83576-9
		      A book review by Evelyn C. Leeper

   John Monegal has dreams of roaming prehistoric Africa, so a scientific
research group decides to send him back in time (somehow using his dreams)
to determine which of two theories of the origins of humanity is accurate.
And right away, I have a problem with this.  If they are dreams, why do
they have any validity as far as science goes?  To the best of my
knowledge, "racial memory" is not considered supporting evidence for
scientific theories.  Even if they are precognitive dreams of Monegal's
future when he travels to the past, they aren't more valid as dreams, so
why does Bishop spend so much time presenting them as memories rather than
precognition?

   So Monegal finds himself in the past, but how can he prove it's the past
rather than a dream?  Well, Bishop pulls a bit of a deus ex machina out of
the hat for this, just the sort of thing that the planners couldn't have
predicted.  Because of this, I found the whole concept of the scientific
effort unconvincing.  And because the reader spends so much time trying to
figure out if they are seeing something real, or just Monegal's dream of
what he thinks prehistory is like, I would have to say this book seems to
have inspired the "holodeck syndrome" of STAR TREK: THE NEXT GENERATION.

   Maybe I'm being too picky as far as the science goes.  It's true that
the childhood of Monegal is interesting, and even the period spent in the
past has some interest value, but still I have to say that as an overall
history of the character it is not enthralling.

[This book has recently been re-issued in the Bantam Spectra Special
Edition series.]

Evelyn C. Leeper
+1 908-957-2070
att!mtgzy!ecl
ecl@mtgzy.att.com

------------------------------

Date: 27 Jul 90 12:17:36 GMT
From: skarupa@sumex-aim.stanford.edu (Steve Skarupa)
Subject: Orson Scott Card

I am a fanatic about Card and would be interested in discussions concerning
how his Mormon background has affected his writings.  Can someone give me
specific instances in his stories that reflect his Mormon background?  Why
is he considered heretical?

Steve Skarupa
Skarupa@sumex-aim.stanford.edu

------------------------------

Date: 27 Jul 90 19:52:58 GMT
From: ishizaki@hplabsz.hpl.hp.com (Audrey Ishizaki)
Subject: Re: Orson Scott Card's _Folk of the Fringe_

I'm in the midst of FotF (near the end) and I like it.  Admittedly, I read
almost everything Card writes.  And I'm a fan of post-holocaust stories and
books.  I'm not Mormon and if I hadn't been told, well, I might have
suspected (that Card is Mormon) after I read _Woman of Destiny_, but I
never saw it in his SF/Fantasy stories and novels.

I like how the characters in these stories (if the characters are at all
fleshed out) are neither all good nor all bad, but a mixture of both (just
like real people!).

Audrey Ishizaki

------------------------------

Date: 29 Jul 90 19:45:34 GMT
From: GMORR00@ricevm1.bitnet (elmo)
Subject: Glen Cook's Garrett

I would like to point out to the sf-lovers who don't read non-sf mysteries
that Glen Cook's Garrett series is a pastiche of at least two detective
series.
   The name Garrett itself is a giveaway; Randall Garrett was well known
for his own pastiches, and "Too Many Magicians" is a direct precursor to
Garrett.
   Garrett himself is simultaneously two characters; Robert Parker's
Spenser, another one-named tough guy private eye, and Rex Stout's Archie
Goodwin.  Furthering the Spenser correspondence are many of Garrett's
personal habits, like beer and cooking, as well as the character Morley
Dotes, the nobody's- tougher-than half-elf.  Morley Dotes = Hawk.
Half-elves are viewed with some prejudice; Hawk is black.
   Rex Stout's long running detective series featured Nero Wolfe, a
corpulent detective who never left his brownstone, and Wolfe's assistant
and legman, Archie Goodwin, who did all the in-the-field detecting and
dirty work.  In the Garrett series, Garrett = Goodwin, and the Dead Man =
Wolfe.  Wolfe also had a gourmet chef, Fritz, with a mother hen attitude.
Garrett also has a full-time chef.
   The parallels aren't exact, of course, but Garrett was obviously
inspired by the above sources.
   Cook is a whiz-bang fantasy writer, and the Garrett series is well worth
reading as fantasy adventure.  The "mysteries" aren't worth much as
mysteries, and I find pastiche-as-*series* slightly distasteful, but I'll
continue to buy Cook until he's no longer worth reading as fantasy
adventure.

Elmo
morrow@physics.rice.edu

------------------------------

Date: 30 Jul 90 03:24:51 GMT
From: palmerp@argus.math.orst.edu (Paul A. Palmer)
Subject: James Cross

I recently found a copy of _Dangerous Visions #2_ for 25 cents, so picked
it up for a reread. There is a story in there by James Cross called "The
Doll-House". It was a very unsettling story. The intro lists four novels by
this person: _The Dark Road_, _Root of Evil_, _The Grave of Heroes_ and _To
hell for Half a Crown_. Having read the short in DV2, I will make an
attempt to find & read these.

Now to my question. The intro also mentions that James Cross is a pen name,
and does not reveal the author's real name. Has the author's identity ever
been revealed? (DV2 was published in 1967) I'm curious who this person is;
the bio in the introduction makes him sound interesting.

Paul Palmer
Department of Mathematics
Kidder Hall 368
Oregon State University
Corvallis, Oregon 97331-4605
palmerp@math.orst.edu

------------------------------

Date: 28 Jul 90 13:47:47 GMT
From: dweingar@ic.sunysb.edu (David Weingart)
Subject: The Zork Chronicles (no spoilers)
 
Well, just finished Effingers _The_Zork_Chronicles_.  As books go, it's
fairly amusing, depending on the following factors:

1) You've actually played _Zork_ (or at least its ancient
   ancestors - DUNGEON or ADVENT).
 
2)  You've used an IBM or compatible PC
 
3)  You're familiar with the world of SF Fandom
 
4)  Any 2 of the above
 
5)  All of the above.
 
There's not a little tuckerizing, some really _awful_ puns, and a double
plot to go on.  Worth a look.

David Weingart
dweingar@ic.sunysb.edu

------------------------------

Date: 27 Jul 90 02:53:00 GMT
From: CL310104@ulkyvx.bitnet
Subject: Loremaster?

I just saw a book called "The Road to Underfall" at a WB store, by Mike
Jefferies. If anyone has read this book, please send me mail, let me know
if it's any good!  Oh, it's the first book in the "Loremasters of Elundium"
series.

Thanks.

Mike

------------------------------

Date: 27 Jul 90 13:31:51 GMT
From: nixon@acsu.buffalo.edu (karen nixon)
Subject: Pern dragon question (possible SPOILER)

Hi all,

   I just finished reading _The Renegades of Pern_ by Anne McCaffrey (I
want my own fire-lizard!) and there was a comment I couldn't find any other
reference to.
    Towards the end of the book, Aramina (sp?) and Jayge are talking with
Lessa, and Aramina says that sometimes she hears a dragon, sounding very
sad. That's all she is able to tell about it. Was there something I missed
about this in the book that explains this comment, or who the dragon was?

Karen

------------------------------

Date: 28 Jul 90 13:58:42 GMT
From: dweissman@amarna.gsfc.nasa.gov (WiseGuy)
Subject: Re: Pern dragon question (possible SPOILER)

nixon@acsu.buffalo.edu (karen nixon) writes...
>    I just finished reading _The Renegades of Pern_ by Anne McCaffrey (I
>want my own fire-lizard!) and there was a comment I couldn't find any
>other reference to.
>    Towards the end of the book, Aramina (sp?) and Jayge are talking with
>Lessa, and Aramina says that sometimes she hears a dragon, sounding very
>sad. Thats all she is able to tell about it. Was there something I missed
>about this in the book that explains this comment, or who the dragon was?

Karen,

   I'm not sure, it could be any dragon.  She also mentions that she hears
something else on the otherside of the world.  Reader speculation is that
she hears Dolphins (left over from first landing).

Sorry I couldn't be more help.

Dave Weissman
Goddard Space Flight Center
dweissman@dftnic.gsfc.nasa.gov
dweissman@dftbit.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 27 Jul 90 13:22:15 GMT
From: jmann@bigbootay.sw.stratus.com (Jim Mann)
Subject: Re: Clifford D. Simak

Simak's City did NOT win a Hugo for best novel. Simak did win the Hugo for
"The Big Front Yard."

Jim

------------------------------

Date: 27 Jul 90 18:52:10 GMT
From: djo@pacbell.com (Dan'l DanehyOakes)
Subject: Re: Clifford D. Simak

jmann@bigbootay.sw.stratus.com (Jim Mann) writes:
>Simak's City did NOT win a Hugo for best novel. Simak did win the Hugo for
>"The Big Front Yard."

True, it won the International Fantasy Award (IFA), a short-lived
predecessor to the Hugo.  The other books which won the IFA were THE LORD
OF THE RINGS, by J.R.R. Tolkien; MORE THAN HUMAN, by Theodore Sturgeon; and
FANCIES AND GOODNIGHTS, by John Collier.  Generally a better lot than four
randomly-selected Hugo winners, imao.

Simak *did* win a Hugo for best novel, though, for WAY STATION.

------------------------------

Date: 27 Jul 90 17:46:19 GMT
From: ted@arsocomvax.socom.mil (Ted Nolan)
Subject: Re: Bleh! (Araminta Station) (SPOILER(?))

david@eng.sun.com (verve, enthusiasm, and gusto) writes:
>>I enjoyed _Araminta_Station_ also.
>
>So did I, but what is Vance playing at with the "yellow peril" plot?  Is
>he being intentionally provocative?
>
>Also, his portrayal of women is old fashioned, to be charitable.

I think Vance IS being intentionally provacative with his (durn, what were
they called anyway?) "yellow peril" race.  He seems to have taken all the
racist cliches bandied about through the years, and said "Hmm, what if
there were a poeple about whom they really were true?"  How could a
civilized society deal with that?

As for his portrayal of women, I think you're forgetting that the book is
not set in our society, but one several thousand years in the future.  Can
you confidently predict that the status of women on an isolated planet that
far in the future will be equivalent to that which prevails now only in
Western societies and only there for the last 20 years or so?

Ted Nolan
ted@usasoc.soc.mil

------------------------------

Date: 28 Jul 90 13:38:41 GMT
From: dweingar@ic.sunysb.edu (David Weingart)
Subject: Re: Bleh! (Araminta Station) (SPOILER(?))

ted@usasoc.soc.mil (Ted Nolan) writes:
>I think Vance IS being intentionally provacative with his (durn, what were
>they called anyway?) "yellow peril" race.  He seems to have taken all the
>racist cliches bandied about through the years, and said "Hmm, what if
>there were a poeple about whom they really were true?"  How could a
>civilized society deal with that?

The Yips were, as characters go, entirely tiresome and lacking any
individuality that I could see.  (possible spoiler alert!)

I was marginally interested at the possiblilty that Kirdy was "becoming" a
Yip after his escape.  He certainly acted like one, and his speech patterns
were subtly changed after he got out of the hospital
 
As for any of the other characters, they had little, if any.  Arles was so
incredibly predictable as to be ludicrous.  It was also instantly apparent
that he didn't kill whatzername and it was soon obvious that we had met
only one character with the motive _and_ opportunity to do so.
 
The setting _was_ indeed fascinating, but setting does not a novel
make...just look at the potential of _The_Guardsman_.
 
David Weingart
dweingar@ic.sunysb.edu

------------------------------

Date: 27 Jul 90 12:17:36 GMT
From: skarupa@sumex-aim.stanford.edu (Steve Skarupa)
Subject: Tad Williams

When is his next book coming out?  Although highly descriptive, Dragonbone
Chair was very well written.  It has been over 2 years since he wrote that
book and I've very patiently waited for the sequel.  SF writers have an
obligation to their readers.  IF the writer isn't going to finish the
series, he shouldn't bother writing the first one.  Perhaps he is very busy
with other things?

Steve
Skarupa@sumex-aim.stanford.edu

------------------------------

Date: 27 Jul 90 13:26:00 GMT
From: xerox@pharmvax1.ab.umd.edu
Subject: Tad Williams amendment

Regarding my earlier comment about Tad Williams' Dragonbone Chair:

"Although highly descriptive, it is well written,"

I didn't mean these two as mutually exclusive.  I was merely contrasting
styles.  Sorry.

Steve

------------------------------

Date: 27 Jul 90 18:48:18 GMT
From: chuq@apple.com (Smile when you say that)
Subject: Re: Tad Williams

skarupa@SUMEX-AIM.STANFORD.EDU (Steve Skarupa) writes:
>When is his next book coming out?

It's out. Bought my copy last week, got my review copy today. It's in
hardcover. If you're at stanford, walk across the street to Future Fantasy
and ask Eva if her shipment arrived (I bought mine at the Melanie Rawn
signing after Eva borrowed it from Tad's private stock.)

>It has been over 2 years since he wrote that book and I've very patiently
>waited for the sequel.  SF writers have an obligation to their readers.
>IF the writer isn't going to finish the series, he shouldn't bother
>writing the first one.  Perhaps he is very busy with other things?

It took a long time to finish, partly because Tad IS very busy, and partly
because it was a book that took a long time to write.

Chuq Von Rospach
chuq@apple.com

------------------------------

Date: 29 Jul 90 22:45:27 GMT
From: hoptoad!tim@uunet.uu.net (Tim Maroney)
Subject: Re: Robert Anton Wilson Books

pwh@bradley.UUCP writes:
>>Two parts of his "Historical Illuminatus Chronicles" were published.  The
>>publisher folded before "Nature's God", the third part, was published.
>
>I contend that this was a republication. I would SWEAR I saw a larger
>format paperback with the the subtitle "Part Five of the Historical
>Illuminatus Chronicles" a couple or even three years ago in Waldenbooks or
>B Dalton somewhere.  I didn't buy it then because I have always found it
>frustrating to find earlier stuff by him, and I figured I wouldn't want
>just part 5.
>
>Anyone else see this, or was a I merely having flash-forwards?

There was a trade paperback edition from Bluejay long before the mass
market paperbacks, which came out after Bluejay folded.  However, part five
has not been published, and I doubt it has even been written yet.

Tim Maroney
sun!hoptoad!tim
tim@toad.com

------------------------------

Date: 29 Jul 90 17:57:00 GMT
From: silber@m.cs.uiuc.edu
Subject: Re: Info on Illuminatus

	The Schroedinger's cat trilogy is also quite good, it is even less
linear, considering that each book covers much of the same action as
filtered by a different interpretation of quantum mechanics.

------------------------------

Date: 21 Jul 90 16:32:02 GMT
From: m1phm02@fed.frb.gov (Patrick H. McAllister)
Subject: Re: Knight of Shadows

Anybody care to comment on my pet theory (as in, point out contradictions):

There is no Dworkin in Knight of Shadows; the character that is described
to us as Dworkin is really Corwin, shapeshifted.  He adopts a disguise
whenever he is in Amber in order to avoid people asking him just this
question - 'what are you up to?'

Pat

------------------------------

Date: 27 Jul 90 00:08:35 GMT
From: laba-1ed@e260-4g.berkeley.edu (Kwei-Cee Chu)
Subject: Re: Knight of Shadows (Julia's lineage)

n245bq@tamuts.tamu.edu (Keith Perkins) writes:
>I've been wondering ever since the end of _Knight_Of_Shadows_ about Julia.
>Its pretty obvious that she's a child of an Amberite, but whose child is
>it? The age doesn't seem right

Well, remember that Corwin was around for a good five to six hundred years
after Eric dumped him.  I'm sure he was being sociable enough to have a few
kids.  That would be something, though.  Imagine Merlin as Julia's great
great granduncle!  You know how time in Shadows passes.  Actually, have you
considered the possibility that Julia is from the Chaos end of Shadow?  I
mean, ultimately, everbody is.  By the way, I have a definite hypothesis as
to what the tyiga's (demon in Nayda's body) purpose is, but I'd like to
hear what other people think.

Kwei-Cee Chu

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Today's Topics:

	    Books - Asimov (2 msgs) & Bishop & Cook & Dorman &
                    Heinlein & Kirstein & Norton & Robinson &
                    Tepper (2 msgs) & Williams & Zelazny

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 30 Jul 90 14:31:17 GMT
From: wmartin@stl-06sima.army.mil (Will Martin)
Subject: Asimov Robots --> Empire books

Just finished finally getting around to reading Asimov's books that begin
to link his earlier "Robot" series (Caves_of_Steel, The_Naked_Sun) with the
Foundation/Empire series; that is, The_Robots_of_Dawn and Robots_and_
Empire. I was inspired to get around to doing this by reading his other
later books that expand the Foundation series. There's some minor points
that confuse or irritate me; I don't recall discussion of these on the net,
though it may well have taken place years back.

These aren't spoilers, in my opinion; they are too minor and the situations
I mention are early in the book(s).

First off, a specific point: At the start of Robots_of_Dawn, as part of the
dialog between Gladia and Bailey regarding the investigation of
"roboticide", it is specifically stated that the robot Jander would be
destroyed by "plasma torch" after the investigation was finished.  But no
reason was given for this, and, later in Robots_and_Empire, it is also
specifically stated that other humanoid robots are being kept in storage
because it would be foolish to destory expensive and valuable equipment.
Why would not the robot Jander be repaired by replacing his positronic
brain?  He was not physically harmed, but placed in a state of "mental
freeze-out" by conflicting directives.  His brain is just another component
which could be replaced, like a hand.  Of course, he would have to be
retrained and reprogrammed, and the special humanoid brain would have to
have been constructed by Dr. Fastolfe, who was uniquely able to build this
robot.  Due to Gladia's emotional involvement, they may well have moved him
away and kept him apart from her, or, perhaps, just repaired him and given
him back to her.  In any case, it was never made clear why he simply wasn't
just fixed.  It would have had a big impact on the story, of course, but
Asimov never seemed to write in an explanation for the characters not
taking this obvious action.

I'm somewhat intrigued by Asimov's choosing the name "Fastolfe". He has
written books on Shakespeare, and I automatically thought "Falstaff" when I
saw that name. Of course, it is also somewhat similar to "Faustus", which
may be a closer parallel for a roboticist.  Has anyone heard Asimov comment
on the name, perhaps at a con sometime?

Lastly, it was somewhat annoying that, throughout the books, *every*
character who mentioned the expansion of humans through the Galaxy used the
term "Galactic Empire". Of course, Asimov is writing with hindsight; he had
created an Empire in his earlier books and is now writing books to lead up
to that situation. But there is no internal incentive or motivation, and
even reasons against it, for these characters, at this time in their
history, to even think of an "Empire" as a logical development, or to view
it as in any way a desirable future. Of course, it is convenient shorthand
to just say "Galactic Empire" instead of "the spread of humankind thoughout
the Galaxy", but I cannot make myself believe that these characters, as
constructed, would use such a phrase.

There were no "empires" in place at the time of the books; every government
referred to was some form of elected council or democratic-in-name ruling
oligarchy or class.  The Earth-originated Settlers were depicted as the
traditional individualistic types so common in SF.  Yet even they referred
to a "Galactic Empire" as a desirable future.  This is nonsense!  Why would
anyone (except the guy becoming Emperor :-) want an "Empire", with all its
deadweight overhead and trappings?  Empires can arise out of wars, but you
don't often hear explicit clamorings from the populace in a nominally
democratic society that isn't wracked by turmoil and chaos for an Emperor
to take them over.  (A specific case comes to mind - Germany in the '20's
and '30's, when the situation was so bad a democratic society voluntarily
moved to a dictatorship.  Of course, the "cure" was worse than the disease,
in the long run.  But the situation Asimov describes was nowhere near that
level of despair and desperation.) True, many governments which are
"democratic" in name are empires in fact, and many "presidents" or "prime
ministers" have powers that exceed those of traditional emperors, but the
avoidance of the "empire" terminology is important to all concerned, and
the polite fiction of their being a democratic government is maintained.

Thus, I found the continued use of "Galactic Empire" to be a strained and
unjustified attempt at transition, a clearly artificial way to try to link
these books to the later Foundation series. (Another minor strained link
was the way Asimov made the robot Giskard use the term "psychohistory" as
he began to postulate the possible future existence of such a science. I
didn't mind that discussion as a transition; I *did* mind the term being
the same. If the robot had stuck with "Laws of Humanics" it would have been
much better. Assuming an identical term would be used by independent
developers of such a theory thousands of years apart strains my credulity.)

Asimov's editors should have removed these references. Another book or
books should be written to link these books' timeframe with the Foundation
series and explain the rise of the Empire. Asimov has mentioned, in the
preface to one of the later Foundation books, that he may write such books,
and there is a clear trailer for a sequel at the end of Robots_and_Empire.
Have any such books come out or been announced?

Regards, 

Will
wmartin@st-louis-emh2.army.mil
wmartin@stl-06sima.army.mil

------------------------------

Date: 29 Jul 90 23:48:57 GMT
From: rsoft!mindlink!a665@van-bc.wimsey.bc.ca (Anthon Pang)
Subject: Re: Asimov Robots --> Empire books

wmartin@STL-06SIMA.ARMY.MIL writes:
> Just finished finally getting around to reading Asimov's books that begin
> to link his earlier "Robot" series (Caves_of_Steel, The_Naked_Sun) with
> the Foundation/Empire series; that is, The_Robots_of_Dawn and Robots_and_
> Empire. I was inspired to get around to doing this by reading his other
> later books that expand the Foundation series.
>
> [deleted for brevity]
>
> First off, a specific point: At the start of Robots_of_Dawn, as part of
> the dialog between Gladia and Bailey regarding the investigation of
> "roboticide", it is specifically stated that the robot Jander would be
> destroyed by "plasma torch" after the investigation was finished.  But no
> reason was given for this, and, later in Robots_and_Empire, it is also
> specifically stated that other humanoid robots are being kept in storage
> because it would be foolish to destory expensive and valuable equipment.

There are probably different laws for each society.  Earth robots were
expensive, mainly because they were uncommon (i.e. small production
quantities).  Thus reprogramming was desirable.  However, robots (e.g.
Jander) were products of the "Spacer" society - common luxury items.  The
fact alone that there are two societies, makes "termination" of Jander,
plausible.

> [...] and there is a clear trailer for a sequel at the end of
> Robots_and_Empire. Have any such books come out or been announced?

Yes, that would be Prelude to Foundation (c) 1988, which ties together the
various collections. 

------------------------------

Date: 30 Jul 90 14:31:51 GMT
From: Cotsonas@uci.edu (Bruce Cotsonas)
Subject: Re: NO ENEMY BUT TIME by Michael Bishop

I strongly disagree with Evelyn Leeper's review of "No Enemy But Time".  I
heartily recommend three books by Michael Bishop: "No Enemy But Time",
"Secret Ascension" and "Unicorn Mountain".  His works are science
fiction/fantasy.  He displays great imagination and real compassion for his
characters.  "Secret Ascension" and "Unicorn Mountain" are as good as the
best works of Philip K. Dick.

Michael Bishop's novel may not satisfy the "hard" science fiction reader,
but they are excellent novels.

Bruce Cotsonas   

------------------------------

Date: 30 Jul 90 19:35:43 GMT
From: wdstarr@athena.mit.edu (William December Starr)
Subject: Re: Glen Cook's Garrett

GMORR00@RICEVM1.BITNET (elmo) said:
> Garrett himself is simultaneously two characters; Robert Parker's
> Spenser, another one-named tough guy private eye, and Rex Stout's Archie
> Goodwin.

I've heard second-hand, that is, from a friend of mine who spoke with Cook
about this once, that Cook is very deliberately writing the Garrett books
in the style of various classics of the hard-boiled detective genre,
changing inspirations from book to book.

The first Garrett book, "Sweet Silver Blues," was indeed a combination
pastiche of Robert B. Parker's Spenser and Rex Stout's Nero Wolfe serieses.
Subsequent books in the series have been in the styles other authors or
combinations of authors - Dashell Hammett (sp?), Raymond Chandler and a few
others whose names my friend couldn't remember.  (He also couldn't remember
which books in the series were supposed to be inspired by which authors, so
don't ask me about it.)

I *think* he also said that Cook said that this was not necessarily true of
every Garrett book.

Anyway, given that when you're writing a series you're going to have to be
consistent with your earlier books, it's not surprising that the thematic
influences of Spenser and Nero Wolfe have remained strong throughout the
Garrett series.  Once Cook made them part of the character back in the
first book, he'd be pretty hard pressed to get rid of them even if he
wanted to.

[By the way, somebody else asked if Cook's "Starfishers" trilogy was worth
reading. I'd say no, unless you're a Cook fan.  I'm one of Cook's
strongest fans, but imho his sf has always been a lot weaker than his
fantasy, with the possible exception of "The Dragon Never Sleeps," which
I'll want to reread a few times before forming an opinion on it; it's a
*complicated* book.]

William December Starr
wdstarr@athena.mit.edu

------------------------------

Date: 27 Jul 90 22:46:36 GMT
From: GLAZE@vtvm2.cc.vt.edu (Diane Glazener)
Subject: Sonya Dorman Update

Help! One of my favorite women writers of SF is Sonya Dorman.  I've been
entranced by her technique and characterizations since I first read her
short story in Harlan Ellison's _Dangerous Visions_ , "Go, Go, Go, Said the
Bird." Anyway, to get to the point: Does anyone have a substantial
(complete even :-) ) bibliography of her short stories and other works?
Also, does anyone have a more recent bio than 1986, about Ms. Dorman?  I'll
be glad to share what I have with anyone who is interested.  Thanks!

------------------------------

Date: 30 Jul 90 18:49:37 GMT
From: charles@zip.eecs.umich.edu (Charles Jacob Cohen)
Subject: The Eleventh Commandment

In many of Heinlein's novels and stories, he refers to The Eleventh
Commandment.  What is it?  Is it "Thou shall not get caught"?  Thanks in
advance for all e-mailed answers.

Chuck

------------------------------

Date: 30 Jul 90 15:29:26 GMT
From: suzette@caen.engin.umich.edu (Suzette Irene Zick)
Subject: The Steerswoman by Rosemary Kirstein

Thanks to whomever it was that recommended _The Steerswoman_.  I picked
this book up at my favorite local used book store and promptly ate it up.

This is a fresh idea, hard sf in a frontier background with a rational,
scientific female protagonist.

I like it a _lot_ and can't wait for ms. Kirstein's sequel.  I want to be
Rowan in my next life.  Maybe I _was_ her in a past life.  :-)

Suzette

------------------------------

Date: 30 Jul 90 21:40:27 GMT
From: lac@titan.tsd.arlut.utexas.edu (Lloyd Chalfant)
Subject: Re: Andre Norton

I thought I'd add my name to the list of Norton fans.  I've enjoyed her
books since I was fourteen.  Her science fiction is especially good.  She
not only tells a great story, but her descriptions of worlds and cultures
are fantastic.
 
One thing I've noticed (and has anyone else noticed this?); through the 70s
and especially the 80s, her writing has become darker.  Not that her
characters' lives are easy ones - from the start they're kind of pathetic.
Still, I'll stick with Norton over most of the trash coming out today.

A question: has anyone read a good fantasy *book* lately, self-contained so
that I don't have to read six books before feeling satisfied?

Lloyd Chalfant
Applied Research Laboratories
P.O. Box 8029
Austin, Texas 78713-8029

------------------------------

Date: 31 Jul 90 03:08:04 GMT
From: wdstarr@athena.mit.edu (William December Starr)
Subject: Pun explanation requested

*SPOILER WARNING*

The Spider Robinson short story, "A Voice is Heard in Ramah" (reprinted in
_Callahan's Crosstime Saloon_), includes a Punday Night story told by one
of the characters.  The punchline is: "Middle lamb, you've had a dizzy
Bey!"  Everybody in the story gets it.  I don't.

I assume it's a Spooneristic play on something like "Little Ma'am, you've
had a busy day..." but that doesn't ring any bells for me at all.  Could
someone explain it to me?  Thanks.

William December Starr
wdstarr@athena.mit.edu

------------------------------

Date: 30 Jul 90 06:08:29 GMT
From: zvs@bby.oz.au (Zev Sero)
Subject: Re: Tepper's True Game series

Matthew.Diamond@MAPS.CS.CMU.EDU  writes
>I don't think the Mavin trilogy was ever bound in one book, unfortunately.

It's called `The Chronicles of Mavin Manyshaped'.

zvs@bby.oz.au

------------------------------

Date: 28 Jul 90 08:43:54 GMT
From: lippert@pigpen.rtp.dg.com (Mike Lippert)
Subject: Re: Sherri S. Tepper's True Game series reccommendations

ericsa@microsoft.UUCP (Eric Sassaman) writes:
>Has anyone read the "True Game" series by Sheri S. Tepper? I'm just
>finishing up the first book, "King's Blood Four", and I was wondering how
>the other books in the series stack up against the first. I felt that the
>first half of the book was a bit slow, but got really interesting in the
>latter half. Should I spend more money on this series?

The "True Game" series is definitely worth reading.  I enjoyed the 1st
trilogy all on its own, but with the addition of the other 2 trilogy's it
gets much, much, better.  The other 2 trilogy's overlap the events of the
1st, but from other character's viewpoints.  IMO this made these 9 books go
on my recommend to any SF&F reader (and to some just starting the genre).

I've also enjoyed the other series she's writing ( "Marianne, the M...  and
the M..." fill in the M words ) although I feel that they are fluffier
books and so I wouldn't recommend them as quickly (it depends more on the
person.  I like _fun_ books others want more.)

As long as I'm posting, let me also mention Lois McMaster Bujold.  I've
thoroughly enjoyed all of her books that I could get my hands on.  Her
major series starts with "Shards of Honor" although when I first saw it I
didn't buy it because it didn't sound like my kind of book, so I read "The
Warrior's Apprentice" (the 2nd in the series) first and then went and read
"Shards of Honor".

------------------------------

Date: 31 Jul 90 04:09:10 GMT
From: vg07+@andrew.cmu.edu (Vivek Gupta)
Subject: STONE OF FAREWELL by Tad Williams

IT IS FINALLY OUT!!!

I went into Waldenbooks today and lo and behold what did I see but Tad
Williams next book: Stone of Farewell.

I just started the book, but noted that the back had an appendix with a
pronunciation guide and definitions listing.

Story seems good so far.

ENJOY!

Vivek Gupta
vg07@andrew.cmu.edu            

------------------------------

Date: 30 Jul 90 18:35:47 GMT
From: DSTEVENS@vaxb.stevens-tech.edu (David L. Stevens)
Subject: RE: Knight of Shadows

> Anybody care to comment on my pet theory (as in, point out
> contradictions):
> 
> There is no Dworkin in Knight of Shadows; the character that is described
> to us as Dworkin is really Corwin, shapeshifted.  He adopts a disguise
> whenever he is in Amber in order to avoid people asking him just this
> question - 'what are you up to?'

OK,

It is possible I missed this from the original Amber series, but I know I
didn't from the Merlin series; since when can Corwin shapeshift ?????

Merlin shows us that a member of the Courts can assume both human form
as well as Demon form, and can also alter his body shape.  But I don't
believe that this was ever established for the Amberites.  Just because
they all descend from the Courts should not mean they can all do the
same thing.  If that was true then all Amberites & Courtites :) can
perform magic.  They can't.  Even of those that can do magic, Amber
magic can't be understood by Courtites, and vice-versa, Merlin is an
exception since he's mixed blood.

I much rather have Corwin be a very minor character.  If he knows what's
going on then fine, if he's trying to keep his son alive, then fine.  But I
hope Zelazny will be original and have Corwin, overall, be neutral in this
book.  If Corwin comes running over the hill at the last minute to save the
day, then I'm going to scream and throw my books out a window.

Enjoy

David L. Stevens
Senior Systems Programmer       
Stevens Institute of Technology
INTERnet: DSTEVENS@DSRM12.STEVENS-TECH.EDU
BITnet:   DSTEVENS@STEVENS               

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

          Administrivia - Monthly Reminders,
	  Books - Richard Adams & Bear (2 msgs) & Dick & Farmer &
                  Heinlein & Kurtz & Pratchett & Sheckley & 
                  Zelazny & Parrellism in Books (5 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: Wed, 1 Aug 90 08:00:52 EST
From: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu (SF-LOVERS)
Subject: Administrivia

It is time once again for the monthly reminders:

Problems, administrative questions, and requests for addition or removal to
the mailing list should always be sent to SF-LOVERS-REQUEST@RUTGERS.EDU.
Submissions for the digest are to be sent to SF-LOVERS@RUTGERS.EDU only.
Error messages, particularly those generated automatically by mailers,
should always go to SF-LOVERS-ERRORS@RUTGERS.EDU which is the address
specified in the "Errors-To:" field.

Unfortunately, due to the large volume of mail that I receive every day,
messages sent to the wrong address are likely to be unprocessed.

------------------------------

Date: 31 Jul 90 15:20:57 GMT
From: hartman@cs.swarthmore.edu (Zorn of Zorna)
Subject: Richard Adams rumor?

   I recently heard a rumor that Richard Adams (_Watership Down_,
_Shardik_) has been dead for a while (at least several months).  Can anyone
substantiate this, or tell me evidence to the contrary?
   It's possible that this was a garbled version of the rumor (I don't
remember whether this was true or not) that Robert Adams (of _Horseclans_
fame) recently died; but the person who told me seemed relatively sure that
it was Richard Adams she'd heard about.  Any facts would be appreciated.

   In a related note, I finally saw the movie of _The Girl in a Swing_
(read the book a few months back) and enjoyed it quite a bit.  I was a
little annoyed that the answer to the major mystery of the plot was so
clearly spelled out (in the book, it's left very ambiguous), but otherwise
thought it was about the best movie of the book that could've been made.

Jed
hartman@campus.swarthmore.edu
jed@swarthmr.bitnet
...!bpa!swatsun!hartman

------------------------------

Date: 26 Jul 90 22:46:05 GMT
From: chris@dg.dg.com (Chris Moriondo)
Subject: Re: Greg Bear

Bilbo.OsbuSouth@xerox.com writes:
>>What other books are there by Greg Bear (I know of 'Eon' and 'the Forge
>>Of God'(?)) and what are the opinions about them?
>
>Read the Forge of God!  It's probably the best thing he's ever written.

Interesting.  I'm a Greg Bear fan but I absolutely HATED Forge of God.  To
me the book failed utterly as far as suspension of disbelief.  I still do
not understand why the (bad guy) aliens had to employ all the bluffing and
misdirection when they were possesed of utterly overwhelming power.  (Do
you bother to bluff an insect before you step on it?)

> ...Eon I would probably rank just below it [FoG] in quality...

Eon is my absolutely favorite work by Bear.  With too many other SF
authors, I am annoyed to find people far in the future with language and
culture indistinguishable from present-day.  (I have this problem with
ST:TNG, sort of like "ThirtySomething" in space.)  In Eon, Bear portrays
humans who are more alien than most authors' aliens!

>The sequel to Eon (the name of which has fled this bleary morning)...

It's called "Eternity".

>...is not quite up to the same standard as Concerto and Mage but a good
>read.

I agree.

Has anyone read Queen of Angels yet?  (Bear's latest, out in hardcover.)  I
just started it, it seems good but I'm still coming up to speed on the
slang of the year 2047. :-)

------------------------------

Date: 31 Jul 90 02:57:24 GMT
From: fmayhar@hermes.ladc.bull.com (Frank Mayhar)
Subject: Re: Greg Bear

chris@dg.dg.com (Chris Moriondo) writes:
>Bilbo.OsbuSouth@xerox.com writes:
>>Read the Forge of God!  It's probably the best thing he's ever written.
> Interesting.  I'm a Greg Bear fan but I absolutely HATED Forge of God.
> To me the book failed utterly as far as suspension of disbelief.  I still
> do not understand why the (bad guy) aliens had to employ all the bluffing
> and misdirection when they were possesed of utterly overwhelming power.
> (Do you bother to bluff an insect before you step on it?)

Hmm.  I didn't get that at all.  My impression was that the planet breakers
were just doing their jobs, without particularly being interested in
whether or not anyone (except perhaps the "friendly" aliens) found out.  It
just so happened that they way they went about it wasn't very overt, at
least as far as human observation went.  Remember, the two kinds of aliens
were having a minor *war* in the asteroid belt and beyond.  And you had too
be looking *real* hard to see any evidence of it.

I admit, though, that the ending fell a little flat.  Just too pollyanna
for my taste.

Frank Mayhar
Bull HN Information Systems Inc.
Los Angeles Development Center
5250 W. Century Blvd.
LA, CA  90045
(213) 216-6241
fmayhar@hermes.ladc.bull.com
..!{uunet,hacgate}!ladcgw!fmayhar

------------------------------

Date: 1 Aug 90 10:53:18 GMT
From: ponzi@irst.it (Marco Ponzi)
Subject: Mr. Vogelsang

In Dick's "Ubik" there's a character called Vogelsung.  He's the director
of a "moratorium", i.e. a place where the dead are kept half-alive.

I've the impression of having met him in some other novel (possibly by
Dick). Any suggestions?

------------------------------

Date: 1 Aug 90 15:56:23 GMT
From: BS08%UK.AC.DUNDEE.PRIMEB@pucc.princeton.edu (GREG ANDERSON)
Subject: Farmer

Some time ago I read a book by P.J. Farmer called "The Nature of the Beast"
(I think?). On the cover it mentioned that this was the first of a series.
I haven't seen any of the others and was wondering if anyone in network
land knows anything about this supposed series of books if it exists.
  The story was about aliens who had come to Earth and taken the guise of
various monsters i.e. vampires, werewolves, etc.

Thanks.

Greg Anderson
BS08@uk.ac.dund.pb

------------------------------

Date: 1 Aug 90 05:46:00 GMT
From: MERRCAR@iitvax.bitnet
Subject: Heinlein's Eleventh Commandment

The Eleventh Commandment as stated on page 33 of To Sail Beyond The Sunset:
"Don't Get Caught."

I hope this helped.

Carl

------------------------------

Date: 31 Jul 90 17:26:50 GMT
From: r1kcd@vax1.cc.uakron.edu (Karen C Davis)
Subject: Deryni Books, Katherine Kurtz

I just ftp'd a bunch of author lists from elbereth.rutgers.edu, one of
which is Katherine Kurtz.  I noticed a Deryni book that I've never heard
of: _Codex Derynianus_.  I have the rest of the books, and I'd like to know
what this one is about.  I'm going to hunt for a copy of it, too, now that
I know it exists.

Is it anything like _The Deryni Archives_?  That's a fun book to read
because it contains the author's commentary.  Especially neat is the story
that was written containing two fans' SCA or D&D characters after they
"bought" the story at a Con auction.

Anybody know when the next book after _The Harrowing of Gwynedd_ is due to
hit the bookstores?

Karen

------------------------------

Date: 31 Jul 90 14:59:26 GMT
From: K42@dhdurz1.bitnet (Monika Best)
Subject: Pratchett

Hi! Does anybody know when "Guards! Guards!" (Terry Pratchett) will be out
as paperback? Or is it already and I've missed it?!

Moni

------------------------------

Date: 31 Jul 90 04:36:24 GMT
From: gasarch@brillig.cs.umd.edu (William Ian Gasarch)
Subject: Robert Sheckley Stuff

I am trying to compile a complete list of the works of my favorite writer,
Sheckley.  I am also trying to generate a discussion of his work.  Mostly I
am curious why he does not seem to come up that much in conversation or on
the net.  Some opinions of him follow the list.

Here is a partial list of his works.  If you can add to it, please email me
and I will, at some later point, post as complete a list as I can.  Also,
anything you can recommend to FIND some of his stuff, I would appreciate.

The years listed are the copyrights.
All are science fiction novels, unless marked otherwise.

Untouched by Human hands - 1952 (collection short stories)
Immortality Inc. - 1958
Notions: Unlimited - 1960 (collection short stories)
The Status Civilization - 1960
Can you feel anything when I do this - 1961 (collection short stories)
The Journey of Jones - 1962
Live Gold - 1962 (Steven Dain novel- NOT science fiction)
The Game of X - 1965  (NOT science fiction)
Mindswap - 1966
Time Limit - 1967  (Steven Dain novel- NOT science fiction)
The People Trap - 1968 (collection short stories)
Options - 1975
Hunter\Victim - 1987

BOOKS WHICH I DON"T KNOW THE COPYRIGHT ON:

Calibre .50 (NOT Science Fiction- Steven Dain?)
White Death (NOT Science Fiction- Steven Dain?)
Dead Run (NOT Science Fiction- Steven Dain?)
The Tenth Victim (Made into a pretty good movie)
Victim Prime
Compton Divided

BOOKS WHICH I DON"T KNOW COPYRIGHT, AND DON"T KNOW
IF THEY ARE NOVELS OR COLLECTIONS OF SHORT STORIES

Pilgramage to Earth
Store of Infinity
Citizen in Space
Dimension of Miracles

(In my opinion...)

His BEST book is either Immortality Inc. or Mindswap.  Immortaility Inc.
gives a VERY REALISTIC picture of the future based on some assumptions.
One strike against it is the (as usual) stereotype of how women are still
secretaries, but aside from that, it rung true.  Mindswap was less
realistic, but a great tour of different lifestyles in the Universe.

His WORST book was OPTIONS.  Some of his books END a bit weird.  This one
is WEIRD all the way through.  Weird only works if it has something
nonweird to bounce off of or compare to.  (Well, it didn't work for me. I'd
be curious what others think.)

His Steven Dain books are quite good. Even if you are not a fan of spy
stuff, they are written in the same cynical, fun style as his science
fiction stuff (perhaps more so since they are realistic).  I recommend Live
Gold and Time Limit highly, I haven't been able to find the other ones.

His MOST FAMOUS book is probably THE TENTH VICTIM.  The entire Hunter
series I find very good.  To my knowledge there are three novels and one
short story on that theme.  They are NOT all in the same world but, I won't
spoil the way the worlds relate for those who haven't read VICTIME PRIME or
HUNTER/VICTIM.

------------------------------

Date: 31 Jul 90 20:41:21 GMT
From: harres@outlaw.uwyo.edu (John M Harres)
Subject: Dworkin == Corwin??

> It is possible I missed this from the original Amber series, but I know I
> didn't from the Merlin series; since when can Corwin shapeshift ?????

Ok, but then again, Oberon sure was able to look like Ganelon for a while,
and Corwin is only one generation away from that.  Also, Corwin is not that
far removed from Chaos.  It's only Dworkin (originally of Chaos) begat
Oberon who begat Corwin.  If the number of generations for being able to
walk shadows is any indication of the generation limit on this sort of
stuff, watch out for demon Corwin!

Don't get me wrong, I'm not exactly in favor of this.  I just don't think
what you pointed out makes this unrealistic.

John Harres
University of Wyoming                
harres@uwyo.bitnet
harres@corral.uwyo.edu

------------------------------

Date: 31 Jul 90 18:46:02 GMT
From: ST401844@brownvm.brown.edu (Stewart Crall)
Subject: P.J. Farmer

The last time I went through Zelazny's first Amber series, I noticed that
one of the books was dedicated to a fellow called Jadawin (or something
like that).  This led me to remember my impression of the series back when
I first read it: that the setup was pretty much cribbed from P.J. Farmer's
Tiers series.  I had read the second book in the Tiers series a couple
months before buying the first Amber book I tried (Guns of Avalon) and it
seemed that the setup of a bunch of brother-sister gods who go around
trying to kill each other while their father was missing in both these
series was too close a coincidence.  When I later saw an acknowledgement to
Jadawin (or maybe it was Kickawa) in one of the Amber books, I thought that
maybe it was not a coincidence, or maybe Zelazny read the Tiers books after
he had started the series.

I had the same impression when I read Wolfe's "Urth of Sun" books (I
cannot recall what they were actually called, they have some neat ideas,
but I did not specially enjoy them) that I had seen a lot of the world
setup in P.J. Farmer's "Dark is the Sun" but the similarities were not so
blatant here.  Right now I am starting Lin Carters "Warrior at the
Worlds End" series and it also seems a lot like the "Urth" books.  So I
suppose this genre lends itself to lots of parallelisms.

------------------------------

Date: 31 Jul 90 19:19:27 GMT
From: austern@ux5.lbl.gov (Matt Austern)
Subject: Re: P.J. Farmer

ST401844@BROWNVM (Stewart Crall) writes:
>The last time I went through Zelazny's first Amber series, I noticed that
>one of the books was dedicated to a fellow called Jadawin (or something
>like that).  This led me to remember my impression of the series back when
>I first read it: that the setup was pretty much cribbed from P.J. Farmer's
>Tiers series.

My understanding is that this is correct, but that the reverse is also
correct: the two series were written in parallel, with both authors freely
stealing ("Lesser artists borrow.  Great artists steal.") from each other.

Farmer, of course, wrote a much grimmer series: Zelazny's characters may
have been ruthless and manipulative, but they were so in a rather appealing
way.  The Lords, by constrast, were thoroughly unpleasant.

Matthew Austern
(415) 644-2618    
austern@lbl.bitnet
austern@ux5.lbl.gov

------------------------------

Date: 31 Jul 90 19:31:53 GMT
From: abl@dart.ece.cmu.edu (Antonio Leal)
Subject: Re: P.J. Farmer

ST401844@BROWNVM.BROWN.EDU (Stewart Crall) writes:
>The last time I went through Zelazny's first Amber series, I noticed that
>one of the books was dedicated to a fellow called Jadawin (or something
>like that).  This led me to remember my impression of the series back when
>I first read it: that the setup was pretty much cribbed from PJ Farmer's
>Tiers series.  I had read the second book in the Tiers series a couple
>months before buying the first Amber book I tried (Guns of Avelon) and it
>seemed that the setup of a bunch of brother-sister gods who go around
>trying to kill each other while their father was missing in both these
>series was too close a coincidence.

Then, there was also this English fellow by the name of William Blake, who
lived around Napoleon's time.  He made some etchings, and wrote some poems,
but didn't make any movies or TV series. One of the poems is about someone
called Urizen, and a few other strange beings.

Bonus quiz: how many SF titles can you find in the following two snippets
of Blake ?

(from Auguries of Innocence)
   To see a World in a grain of sand,
   And a Heaven in a wild flower,
   Hold Infinity in the palm of your hand,
   And Eternity in an hour.

(from The Tiger)
   Tiger! Tiger! burning bright
   In the forests of the night,
   What immortal hand or eye,
   Could frame thy fearful symmetry ?

Antonio B. Leal
Dept. of Electrical and Computer Engineering
Carnegie Mellon University
Pittsburgh, PA. 15213 U.S.A.
[412] 268-2937
abl@maxwell.ece.cmu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 31 Jul 90 20:43:41 GMT
From: mnemonic@walt.cc.utexas.edu (Mike Godwin)
Subject: Re: P.J. Farmer

ST401844@BROWNVM.BROWN.EDU (Stewart Crall) writes:
>When I later saw an acknowledgement to Jadawin (or maybe it was Kickawa)
>in one of the Amber books, I thought that maybe it was not a coincidence,
>or maybe Zelazny read the Tiers books after he had started the series.

As I recall, Zelazny has stated on at least one occasion that his Amber
books were inspired by Farmer's World of Tiers.

Of course, Zelazny never made the blunder of killing off a character, then
forgetting that the character is dead. (See GATES OF CREATION.)

Mike Godwin
UT Law School
(512) 346-4190             
mnemonic@ccwf.cc.utexas.edu

------------------------------

Date: 1 Aug 90 09:25:37 GMT
From: goldfarb@ocf.berkeley.edu (David Goldfarb)
Subject: Re: P.J. Farmer

ST401844@BROWNVM.BROWN.EDU (Stewart Crall) writes:
>I had the same impression when I read Wolfe's "Urth of Sun" books (I
>cannot recall what they were actually called--they have some neat ideas,
>but I did not specially enjoy them) that I had seen a lot of the world
>setup in P.J. Farmer's "Dark is the Sun" but the similarities were not so
>blatant here.

   It seems far more likely to me that both _The Book of the New Sun_ and
_Dark is the Sun_ were influenced by Jack Vance's classic _The Dying
Earth_. There's a big difference between one book being based on another
and both being influenced by a third. (For instance, did Marion Zimmer
Bradley take some of the names for her "Darkover" series from H. P.
Lovecraft, or did both MZB and HPL borrow from Robert W. Chambers?)

David Goldfarb
goldfarb@ocf.berkeley.edu

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Today's Topics:

          Administrivia - Monthly Reminders,
	  Books - Richard Adams & Bear (2 msgs) & Dick & Farmer &
                  Heinlein & Kurtz & Pratchett & Sheckley & 
                  Zelazny & Parrellism in Books (5 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: Wed, 1 Aug 90 08:00:52 EST
From: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu (SF-LOVERS)
Subject: Administrivia

It is time once again for the monthly reminders:

Problems, administrative questions, and requests for addition or removal to
the mailing list should always be sent to SF-LOVERS-REQUEST@RUTGERS.EDU.
Submissions for the digest are to be sent to SF-LOVERS@RUTGERS.EDU only.
Error messages, particularly those generated automatically by mailers,
should always go to SF-LOVERS-ERRORS@RUTGERS.EDU which is the address
specified in the "Errors-To:" field.

Unfortunately, due to the large volume of mail that I receive every day,
messages sent to the wrong address are likely to be unprocessed.

------------------------------

Date: 31 Jul 90 15:20:57 GMT
From: hartman@cs.swarthmore.edu (Zorn of Zorna)
Subject: Richard Adams rumor?

   I recently heard a rumor that Richard Adams (_Watership Down_,
_Shardik_) has been dead for a while (at least several months).  Can anyone
substantiate this, or tell me evidence to the contrary?
   It's possible that this was a garbled version of the rumor (I don't
remember whether this was true or not) that Robert Adams (of _Horseclans_
fame) recently died; but the person who told me seemed relatively sure that
it was Richard Adams she'd heard about.  Any facts would be appreciated.

   In a related note, I finally saw the movie of _The Girl in a Swing_
(read the book a few months back) and enjoyed it quite a bit.  I was a
little annoyed that the answer to the major mystery of the plot was so
clearly spelled out (in the book, it's left very ambiguous), but otherwise
thought it was about the best movie of the book that could've been made.

Jed
hartman@campus.swarthmore.edu
jed@swarthmr.bitnet
...!bpa!swatsun!hartman

------------------------------

Date: 26 Jul 90 22:46:05 GMT
From: chris@dg.dg.com (Chris Moriondo)
Subject: Re: Greg Bear

Bilbo.OsbuSouth@xerox.com writes:
>>What other books are there by Greg Bear (I know of 'Eon' and 'the Forge
>>Of God'(?)) and what are the opinions about them?
>
>Read the Forge of God!  It's probably the best thing he's ever written.

Interesting.  I'm a Greg Bear fan but I absolutely HATED Forge of God.  To
me the book failed utterly as far as suspension of disbelief.  I still do
not understand why the (bad guy) aliens had to employ all the bluffing and
misdirection when they were possesed of utterly overwhelming power.  (Do
you bother to bluff an insect before you step on it?)

> ...Eon I would probably rank just below it [FoG] in quality...

Eon is my absolutely favorite work by Bear.  With too many other SF
authors, I am annoyed to find people far in the future with language and
culture indistinguishable from present-day.  (I have this problem with
ST:TNG, sort of like "ThirtySomething" in space.)  In Eon, Bear portrays
humans who are more alien than most authors' aliens!

>The sequel to Eon (the name of which has fled this bleary morning)...

It's called "Eternity".

>...is not quite up to the same standard as Concerto and Mage but a good
>read.

I agree.

Has anyone read Queen of Angels yet?  (Bear's latest, out in hardcover.)  I
just started it, it seems good but I'm still coming up to speed on the
slang of the year 2047. :-)

------------------------------

Date: 31 Jul 90 02:57:24 GMT
From: fmayhar@hermes.ladc.bull.com (Frank Mayhar)
Subject: Re: Greg Bear

chris@dg.dg.com (Chris Moriondo) writes:
>Bilbo.OsbuSouth@xerox.com writes:
>>Read the Forge of God!  It's probably the best thing he's ever written.
> Interesting.  I'm a Greg Bear fan but I absolutely HATED Forge of God.
> To me the book failed utterly as far as suspension of disbelief.  I still
> do not understand why the (bad guy) aliens had to employ all the bluffing
> and misdirection when they were possesed of utterly overwhelming power.
> (Do you bother to bluff an insect before you step on it?)

Hmm.  I didn't get that at all.  My impression was that the planet breakers
were just doing their jobs, without particularly being interested in
whether or not anyone (except perhaps the "friendly" aliens) found out.  It
just so happened that they way they went about it wasn't very overt, at
least as far as human observation went.  Remember, the two kinds of aliens
were having a minor *war* in the asteroid belt and beyond.  And you had too
be looking *real* hard to see any evidence of it.

I admit, though, that the ending fell a little flat.  Just too pollyanna
for my taste.

Frank Mayhar
Bull HN Information Systems Inc.
Los Angeles Development Center
5250 W. Century Blvd.
LA, CA  90045
(213) 216-6241
fmayhar@hermes.ladc.bull.com
..!{uunet,hacgate}!ladcgw!fmayhar

------------------------------

Date: 1 Aug 90 10:53:18 GMT
From: ponzi@irst.it (Marco Ponzi)
Subject: Mr. Vogelsang

In Dick's "Ubik" there's a character called Vogelsung.  He's the director
of a "moratorium", i.e. a place where the dead are kept half-alive.

I've the impression of having met him in some other novel (possibly by
Dick). Any suggestions?

------------------------------

Date: 1 Aug 90 15:56:23 GMT
From: BS08%UK.AC.DUNDEE.PRIMEB@pucc.princeton.edu (GREG ANDERSON)
Subject: Farmer

Some time ago I read a book by P.J. Farmer called "The Nature of the Beast"
(I think?). On the cover it mentioned that this was the first of a series.
I haven't seen any of the others and was wondering if anyone in network
land knows anything about this supposed series of books if it exists.
  The story was about aliens who had come to Earth and taken the guise of
various monsters i.e. vampires, werewolves, etc.

Thanks.

Greg Anderson
BS08@uk.ac.dund.pb

------------------------------

Date: 1 Aug 90 05:46:00 GMT
From: MERRCAR@iitvax.bitnet
Subject: Heinlein's Eleventh Commandment

The Eleventh Commandment as stated on page 33 of To Sail Beyond The Sunset:
"Don't Get Caught."

I hope this helped.

Carl

------------------------------

Date: 31 Jul 90 17:26:50 GMT
From: r1kcd@vax1.cc.uakron.edu (Karen C Davis)
Subject: Deryni Books, Katherine Kurtz

I just ftp'd a bunch of author lists from elbereth.rutgers.edu, one of
which is Katherine Kurtz.  I noticed a Deryni book that I've never heard
of: _Codex Derynianus_.  I have the rest of the books, and I'd like to know
what this one is about.  I'm going to hunt for a copy of it, too, now that
I know it exists.

Is it anything like _The Deryni Archives_?  That's a fun book to read
because it contains the author's commentary.  Especially neat is the story
that was written containing two fans' SCA or D&D characters after they
"bought" the story at a Con auction.

Anybody know when the next book after _The Harrowing of Gwynedd_ is due to
hit the bookstores?

Karen

------------------------------

Date: 31 Jul 90 14:59:26 GMT
From: K42@dhdurz1.bitnet (Monika Best)
Subject: Pratchett

Hi! Does anybody know when "Guards! Guards!" (Terry Pratchett) will be out
as paperback? Or is it already and I've missed it?!

Moni

------------------------------

Date: 31 Jul 90 04:36:24 GMT
From: gasarch@brillig.cs.umd.edu (William Ian Gasarch)
Subject: Robert Sheckley Stuff

I am trying to compile a complete list of the works of my favorite writer,
Sheckley.  I am also trying to generate a discussion of his work.  Mostly I
am curious why he does not seem to come up that much in conversation or on
the net.  Some opinions of him follow the list.

Here is a partial list of his works.  If you can add to it, please email me
and I will, at some later point, post as complete a list as I can.  Also,
anything you can recommend to FIND some of his stuff, I would appreciate.

The years listed are the copyrights.
All are science fiction novels, unless marked otherwise.

Untouched by Human hands - 1952 (collection short stories)
Immortality Inc. - 1958
Notions: Unlimited - 1960 (collection short stories)
The Status Civilization - 1960
Can you feel anything when I do this - 1961 (collection short stories)
The Journey of Jones - 1962
Live Gold - 1962 (Steven Dain novel- NOT science fiction)
The Game of X - 1965  (NOT science fiction)
Mindswap - 1966
Time Limit - 1967  (Steven Dain novel- NOT science fiction)
The People Trap - 1968 (collection short stories)
Options - 1975
Hunter\Victim - 1987

BOOKS WHICH I DON"T KNOW THE COPYRIGHT ON:

Calibre .50 (NOT Science Fiction- Steven Dain?)
White Death (NOT Science Fiction- Steven Dain?)
Dead Run (NOT Science Fiction- Steven Dain?)
The Tenth Victim (Made into a pretty good movie)
Victim Prime
Compton Divided

BOOKS WHICH I DON"T KNOW COPYRIGHT, AND DON"T KNOW
IF THEY ARE NOVELS OR COLLECTIONS OF SHORT STORIES

Pilgramage to Earth
Store of Infinity
Citizen in Space
Dimension of Miracles

(In my opinion...)

His BEST book is either Immortality Inc. or Mindswap.  Immortaility Inc.
gives a VERY REALISTIC picture of the future based on some assumptions.
One strike against it is the (as usual) stereotype of how women are still
secretaries, but aside from that, it rung true.  Mindswap was less
realistic, but a great tour of different lifestyles in the Universe.

His WORST book was OPTIONS.  Some of his books END a bit weird.  This one
is WEIRD all the way through.  Weird only works if it has something
nonweird to bounce off of or compare to.  (Well, it didn't work for me. I'd
be curious what others think.)

His Steven Dain books are quite good. Even if you are not a fan of spy
stuff, they are written in the same cynical, fun style as his science
fiction stuff (perhaps more so since they are realistic).  I recommend Live
Gold and Time Limit highly, I haven't been able to find the other ones.

His MOST FAMOUS book is probably THE TENTH VICTIM.  The entire Hunter
series I find very good.  To my knowledge there are three novels and one
short story on that theme.  They are NOT all in the same world but, I won't
spoil the way the worlds relate for those who haven't read VICTIME PRIME or
HUNTER/VICTIM.

------------------------------

Date: 31 Jul 90 20:41:21 GMT
From: harres@outlaw.uwyo.edu (John M Harres)
Subject: Dworkin == Corwin??

> It is possible I missed this from the original Amber series, but I know I
> didn't from the Merlin series; since when can Corwin shapeshift ?????

Ok, but then again, Oberon sure was able to look like Ganelon for a while,
and Corwin is only one generation away from that.  Also, Corwin is not that
far removed from Chaos.  It's only Dworkin (originally of Chaos) begat
Oberon who begat Corwin.  If the number of generations for being able to
walk shadows is any indication of the generation limit on this sort of
stuff, watch out for demon Corwin!

Don't get me wrong, I'm not exactly in favor of this.  I just don't think
what you pointed out makes this unrealistic.

John Harres
University of Wyoming                
harres@uwyo.bitnet
harres@corral.uwyo.edu

------------------------------

Date: 31 Jul 90 18:46:02 GMT
From: ST401844@brownvm.brown.edu (Stewart Crall)
Subject: P.J. Farmer

The last time I went through Zelazny's first Amber series, I noticed that
one of the books was dedicated to a fellow called Jadawin (or something
like that).  This led me to remember my impression of the series back when
I first read it: that the setup was pretty much cribbed from P.J. Farmer's
Tiers series.  I had read the second book in the Tiers series a couple
months before buying the first Amber book I tried (Guns of Avalon) and it
seemed that the setup of a bunch of brother-sister gods who go around
trying to kill each other while their father was missing in both these
series was too close a coincidence.  When I later saw an acknowledgement to
Jadawin (or maybe it was Kickawa) in one of the Amber books, I thought that
maybe it was not a coincidence, or maybe Zelazny read the Tiers books after
he had started the series.

I had the same impression when I read Wolfe's "Urth of Sun" books (I
cannot recall what they were actually called, they have some neat ideas,
but I did not specially enjoy them) that I had seen a lot of the world
setup in P.J. Farmer's "Dark is the Sun" but the similarities were not so
blatant here.  Right now I am starting Lin Carters "Warrior at the
Worlds End" series and it also seems a lot like the "Urth" books.  So I
suppose this genre lends itself to lots of parallelisms.

------------------------------

Date: 31 Jul 90 19:19:27 GMT
From: austern@ux5.lbl.gov (Matt Austern)
Subject: Re: P.J. Farmer

ST401844@BROWNVM (Stewart Crall) writes:
>The last time I went through Zelazny's first Amber series, I noticed that
>one of the books was dedicated to a fellow called Jadawin (or something
>like that).  This led me to remember my impression of the series back when
>I first read it: that the setup was pretty much cribbed from P.J. Farmer's
>Tiers series.

My understanding is that this is correct, but that the reverse is also
correct: the two series were written in parallel, with both authors freely
stealing ("Lesser artists borrow.  Great artists steal.") from each other.

Farmer, of course, wrote a much grimmer series: Zelazny's characters may
have been ruthless and manipulative, but they were so in a rather appealing
way.  The Lords, by constrast, were thoroughly unpleasant.

Matthew Austern
(415) 644-2618    
austern@lbl.bitnet
austern@ux5.lbl.gov

------------------------------

Date: 31 Jul 90 19:31:53 GMT
From: abl@dart.ece.cmu.edu (Antonio Leal)
Subject: Re: P.J. Farmer

ST401844@BROWNVM.BROWN.EDU (Stewart Crall) writes:
>The last time I went through Zelazny's first Amber series, I noticed that
>one of the books was dedicated to a fellow called Jadawin (or something
>like that).  This led me to remember my impression of the series back when
>I first read it: that the setup was pretty much cribbed from PJ Farmer's
>Tiers series.  I had read the second book in the Tiers series a couple
>months before buying the first Amber book I tried (Guns of Avelon) and it
>seemed that the setup of a bunch of brother-sister gods who go around
>trying to kill each other while their father was missing in both these
>series was too close a coincidence.

Then, there was also this English fellow by the name of William Blake, who
lived around Napoleon's time.  He made some etchings, and wrote some poems,
but didn't make any movies or TV series. One of the poems is about someone
called Urizen, and a few other strange beings.

Bonus quiz: how many SF titles can you find in the following two snippets
of Blake ?

(from Auguries of Innocence)
   To see a World in a grain of sand,
   And a Heaven in a wild flower,
   Hold Infinity in the palm of your hand,
   And Eternity in an hour.

(from The Tiger)
   Tiger! Tiger! burning bright
   In the forests of the night,
   What immortal hand or eye,
   Could frame thy fearful symmetry ?

Antonio B. Leal
Dept. of Electrical and Computer Engineering
Carnegie Mellon University
Pittsburgh, PA. 15213 U.S.A.
[412] 268-2937
abl@maxwell.ece.cmu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 31 Jul 90 20:43:41 GMT
From: mnemonic@walt.cc.utexas.edu (Mike Godwin)
Subject: Re: P.J. Farmer

ST401844@BROWNVM.BROWN.EDU (Stewart Crall) writes:
>When I later saw an acknowledgement to Jadawin (or maybe it was Kickawa)
>in one of the Amber books, I thought that maybe it was not a coincidence,
>or maybe Zelazny read the Tiers books after he had started the series.

As I recall, Zelazny has stated on at least one occasion that his Amber
books were inspired by Farmer's World of Tiers.

Of course, Zelazny never made the blunder of killing off a character, then
forgetting that the character is dead. (See GATES OF CREATION.)

Mike Godwin
UT Law School
(512) 346-4190             
mnemonic@ccwf.cc.utexas.edu

------------------------------

Date: 1 Aug 90 09:25:37 GMT
From: goldfarb@ocf.berkeley.edu (David Goldfarb)
Subject: Re: P.J. Farmer

ST401844@BROWNVM.BROWN.EDU (Stewart Crall) writes:
>I had the same impression when I read Wolfe's "Urth of Sun" books (I
>cannot recall what they were actually called--they have some neat ideas,
>but I did not specially enjoy them) that I had seen a lot of the world
>setup in P.J. Farmer's "Dark is the Sun" but the similarities were not so
>blatant here.

   It seems far more likely to me that both _The Book of the New Sun_ and
_Dark is the Sun_ were influenced by Jack Vance's classic _The Dying
Earth_. There's a big difference between one book being based on another
and both being influenced by a third. (For instance, did Marion Zimmer
Bradley take some of the names for her "Darkover" series from H. P.
Lovecraft, or did both MZB and HPL borrow from Robert W. Chambers?)

David Goldfarb
goldfarb@ocf.berkeley.edu

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Today's Topics:

          Administrivia - Monthly Reminders,
	  Books - Richard Adams & Bear (2 msgs) & Dick & Farmer &
                  Heinlein & Kurtz & Pratchett & Sheckley & 
                  Zelazny & Parrellism in Books (5 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: Wed, 1 Aug 90 08:00:52 EST
From: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu (SF-LOVERS)
Subject: Administrivia

It is time once again for the monthly reminders:

Problems, administrative questions, and requests for addition or removal to
the mailing list should always be sent to SF-LOVERS-REQUEST@RUTGERS.EDU.
Submissions for the digest are to be sent to SF-LOVERS@RUTGERS.EDU only.
Error messages, particularly those generated automatically by mailers,
should always go to SF-LOVERS-ERRORS@RUTGERS.EDU which is the address
specified in the "Errors-To:" field.

Unfortunately, due to the large volume of mail that I receive every day,
messages sent to the wrong address are likely to be unprocessed.

------------------------------

Date: 31 Jul 90 15:20:57 GMT
From: hartman@cs.swarthmore.edu (Zorn of Zorna)
Subject: Richard Adams rumor?

   I recently heard a rumor that Richard Adams (_Watership Down_,
_Shardik_) has been dead for a while (at least several months).  Can anyone
substantiate this, or tell me evidence to the contrary?
   It's possible that this was a garbled version of the rumor (I don't
remember whether this was true or not) that Robert Adams (of _Horseclans_
fame) recently died; but the person who told me seemed relatively sure that
it was Richard Adams she'd heard about.  Any facts would be appreciated.

   In a related note, I finally saw the movie of _The Girl in a Swing_
(read the book a few months back) and enjoyed it quite a bit.  I was a
little annoyed that the answer to the major mystery of the plot was so
clearly spelled out (in the book, it's left very ambiguous), but otherwise
thought it was about the best movie of the book that could've been made.

Jed
hartman@campus.swarthmore.edu
jed@swarthmr.bitnet
...!bpa!swatsun!hartman

------------------------------

Date: 26 Jul 90 22:46:05 GMT
From: chris@dg.dg.com (Chris Moriondo)
Subject: Re: Greg Bear

Bilbo.OsbuSouth@xerox.com writes:
>>What other books are there by Greg Bear (I know of 'Eon' and 'the Forge
>>Of God'(?)) and what are the opinions about them?
>
>Read the Forge of God!  It's probably the best thing he's ever written.

Interesting.  I'm a Greg Bear fan but I absolutely HATED Forge of God.  To
me the book failed utterly as far as suspension of disbelief.  I still do
not understand why the (bad guy) aliens had to employ all the bluffing and
misdirection when they were possesed of utterly overwhelming power.  (Do
you bother to bluff an insect before you step on it?)

> ...Eon I would probably rank just below it [FoG] in quality...

Eon is my absolutely favorite work by Bear.  With too many other SF
authors, I am annoyed to find people far in the future with language and
culture indistinguishable from present-day.  (I have this problem with
ST:TNG, sort of like "ThirtySomething" in space.)  In Eon, Bear portrays
humans who are more alien than most authors' aliens!

>The sequel to Eon (the name of which has fled this bleary morning)...

It's called "Eternity".

>...is not quite up to the same standard as Concerto and Mage but a good
>read.

I agree.

Has anyone read Queen of Angels yet?  (Bear's latest, out in hardcover.)  I
just started it, it seems good but I'm still coming up to speed on the
slang of the year 2047. :-)

------------------------------

Date: 31 Jul 90 02:57:24 GMT
From: fmayhar@hermes.ladc.bull.com (Frank Mayhar)
Subject: Re: Greg Bear

chris@dg.dg.com (Chris Moriondo) writes:
>Bilbo.OsbuSouth@xerox.com writes:
>>Read the Forge of God!  It's probably the best thing he's ever written.
> Interesting.  I'm a Greg Bear fan but I absolutely HATED Forge of God.
> To me the book failed utterly as far as suspension of disbelief.  I still
> do not understand why the (bad guy) aliens had to employ all the bluffing
> and misdirection when they were possesed of utterly overwhelming power.
> (Do you bother to bluff an insect before you step on it?)

Hmm.  I didn't get that at all.  My impression was that the planet breakers
were just doing their jobs, without particularly being interested in
whether or not anyone (except perhaps the "friendly" aliens) found out.  It
just so happened that they way they went about it wasn't very overt, at
least as far as human observation went.  Remember, the two kinds of aliens
were having a minor *war* in the asteroid belt and beyond.  And you had too
be looking *real* hard to see any evidence of it.

I admit, though, that the ending fell a little flat.  Just too pollyanna
for my taste.

Frank Mayhar
Bull HN Information Systems Inc.
Los Angeles Development Center
5250 W. Century Blvd.
LA, CA  90045
(213) 216-6241
fmayhar@hermes.ladc.bull.com
..!{uunet,hacgate}!ladcgw!fmayhar

------------------------------

Date: 1 Aug 90 10:53:18 GMT
From: ponzi@irst.it (Marco Ponzi)
Subject: Mr. Vogelsang

In Dick's "Ubik" there's a character called Vogelsung.  He's the director
of a "moratorium", i.e. a place where the dead are kept half-alive.

I've the impression of having met him in some other novel (possibly by
Dick). Any suggestions?

------------------------------

Date: 1 Aug 90 15:56:23 GMT
From: BS08%UK.AC.DUNDEE.PRIMEB@pucc.princeton.edu (GREG ANDERSON)
Subject: Farmer

Some time ago I read a book by P.J. Farmer called "The Nature of the Beast"
(I think?). On the cover it mentioned that this was the first of a series.
I haven't seen any of the others and was wondering if anyone in network
land knows anything about this supposed series of books if it exists.
  The story was about aliens who had come to Earth and taken the guise of
various monsters i.e. vampires, werewolves, etc.

Thanks.

Greg Anderson
BS08@uk.ac.dund.pb

------------------------------

Date: 1 Aug 90 05:46:00 GMT
From: MERRCAR@iitvax.bitnet
Subject: Heinlein's Eleventh Commandment

The Eleventh Commandment as stated on page 33 of To Sail Beyond The Sunset:
"Don't Get Caught."

I hope this helped.

Carl

------------------------------

Date: 31 Jul 90 17:26:50 GMT
From: r1kcd@vax1.cc.uakron.edu (Karen C Davis)
Subject: Deryni Books, Katherine Kurtz

I just ftp'd a bunch of author lists from elbereth.rutgers.edu, one of
which is Katherine Kurtz.  I noticed a Deryni book that I've never heard
of: _Codex Derynianus_.  I have the rest of the books, and I'd like to know
what this one is about.  I'm going to hunt for a copy of it, too, now that
I know it exists.

Is it anything like _The Deryni Archives_?  That's a fun book to read
because it contains the author's commentary.  Especially neat is the story
that was written containing two fans' SCA or D&D characters after they
"bought" the story at a Con auction.

Anybody know when the next book after _The Harrowing of Gwynedd_ is due to
hit the bookstores?

Karen

------------------------------

Date: 31 Jul 90 14:59:26 GMT
From: K42@dhdurz1.bitnet (Monika Best)
Subject: Pratchett

Hi! Does anybody know when "Guards! Guards!" (Terry Pratchett) will be out
as paperback? Or is it already and I've missed it?!

Moni

------------------------------

Date: 31 Jul 90 04:36:24 GMT
From: gasarch@brillig.cs.umd.edu (William Ian Gasarch)
Subject: Robert Sheckley Stuff

I am trying to compile a complete list of the works of my favorite writer,
Sheckley.  I am also trying to generate a discussion of his work.  Mostly I
am curious why he does not seem to come up that much in conversation or on
the net.  Some opinions of him follow the list.

Here is a partial list of his works.  If you can add to it, please email me
and I will, at some later point, post as complete a list as I can.  Also,
anything you can recommend to FIND some of his stuff, I would appreciate.

The years listed are the copyrights.
All are science fiction novels, unless marked otherwise.

Untouched by Human hands - 1952 (collection short stories)
Immortality Inc. - 1958
Notions: Unlimited - 1960 (collection short stories)
The Status Civilization - 1960
Can you feel anything when I do this - 1961 (collection short stories)
The Journey of Jones - 1962
Live Gold - 1962 (Steven Dain novel- NOT science fiction)
The Game of X - 1965  (NOT science fiction)
Mindswap - 1966
Time Limit - 1967  (Steven Dain novel- NOT science fiction)
The People Trap - 1968 (collection short stories)
Options - 1975
Hunter\Victim - 1987

BOOKS WHICH I DON"T KNOW THE COPYRIGHT ON:

Calibre .50 (NOT Science Fiction- Steven Dain?)
White Death (NOT Science Fiction- Steven Dain?)
Dead Run (NOT Science Fiction- Steven Dain?)
The Tenth Victim (Made into a pretty good movie)
Victim Prime
Compton Divided

BOOKS WHICH I DON"T KNOW COPYRIGHT, AND DON"T KNOW
IF THEY ARE NOVELS OR COLLECTIONS OF SHORT STORIES

Pilgramage to Earth
Store of Infinity
Citizen in Space
Dimension of Miracles

(In my opinion...)

His BEST book is either Immortality Inc. or Mindswap.  Immortaility Inc.
gives a VERY REALISTIC picture of the future based on some assumptions.
One strike against it is the (as usual) stereotype of how women are still
secretaries, but aside from that, it rung true.  Mindswap was less
realistic, but a great tour of different lifestyles in the Universe.

His WORST book was OPTIONS.  Some of his books END a bit weird.  This one
is WEIRD all the way through.  Weird only works if it has something
nonweird to bounce off of or compare to.  (Well, it didn't work for me. I'd
be curious what others think.)

His Steven Dain books are quite good. Even if you are not a fan of spy
stuff, they are written in the same cynical, fun style as his science
fiction stuff (perhaps more so since they are realistic).  I recommend Live
Gold and Time Limit highly, I haven't been able to find the other ones.

His MOST FAMOUS book is probably THE TENTH VICTIM.  The entire Hunter
series I find very good.  To my knowledge there are three novels and one
short story on that theme.  They are NOT all in the same world but, I won't
spoil the way the worlds relate for those who haven't read VICTIME PRIME or
HUNTER/VICTIM.

------------------------------

Date: 31 Jul 90 20:41:21 GMT
From: harres@outlaw.uwyo.edu (John M Harres)
Subject: Dworkin == Corwin??

> It is possible I missed this from the original Amber series, but I know I
> didn't from the Merlin series; since when can Corwin shapeshift ?????

Ok, but then again, Oberon sure was able to look like Ganelon for a while,
and Corwin is only one generation away from that.  Also, Corwin is not that
far removed from Chaos.  It's only Dworkin (originally of Chaos) begat
Oberon who begat Corwin.  If the number of generations for being able to
walk shadows is any indication of the generation limit on this sort of
stuff, watch out for demon Corwin!

Don't get me wrong, I'm not exactly in favor of this.  I just don't think
what you pointed out makes this unrealistic.

John Harres
University of Wyoming                
harres@uwyo.bitnet
harres@corral.uwyo.edu

------------------------------

Date: 31 Jul 90 18:46:02 GMT
From: ST401844@brownvm.brown.edu (Stewart Crall)
Subject: P.J. Farmer

The last time I went through Zelazny's first Amber series, I noticed that
one of the books was dedicated to a fellow called Jadawin (or something
like that).  This led me to remember my impression of the series back when
I first read it: that the setup was pretty much cribbed from P.J. Farmer's
Tiers series.  I had read the second book in the Tiers series a couple
months before buying the first Amber book I tried (Guns of Avalon) and it
seemed that the setup of a bunch of brother-sister gods who go around
trying to kill each other while their father was missing in both these
series was too close a coincidence.  When I later saw an acknowledgement to
Jadawin (or maybe it was Kickawa) in one of the Amber books, I thought that
maybe it was not a coincidence, or maybe Zelazny read the Tiers books after
he had started the series.

I had the same impression when I read Wolfe's "Urth of Sun" books (I
cannot recall what they were actually called, they have some neat ideas,
but I did not specially enjoy them) that I had seen a lot of the world
setup in P.J. Farmer's "Dark is the Sun" but the similarities were not so
blatant here.  Right now I am starting Lin Carters "Warrior at the
Worlds End" series and it also seems a lot like the "Urth" books.  So I
suppose this genre lends itself to lots of parallelisms.

------------------------------

Date: 31 Jul 90 19:19:27 GMT
From: austern@ux5.lbl.gov (Matt Austern)
Subject: Re: P.J. Farmer

ST401844@BROWNVM (Stewart Crall) writes:
>The last time I went through Zelazny's first Amber series, I noticed that
>one of the books was dedicated to a fellow called Jadawin (or something
>like that).  This led me to remember my impression of the series back when
>I first read it: that the setup was pretty much cribbed from P.J. Farmer's
>Tiers series.

My understanding is that this is correct, but that the reverse is also
correct: the two series were written in parallel, with both authors freely
stealing ("Lesser artists borrow.  Great artists steal.") from each other.

Farmer, of course, wrote a much grimmer series: Zelazny's characters may
have been ruthless and manipulative, but they were so in a rather appealing
way.  The Lords, by constrast, were thoroughly unpleasant.

Matthew Austern
(415) 644-2618    
austern@lbl.bitnet
austern@ux5.lbl.gov

------------------------------

Date: 31 Jul 90 19:31:53 GMT
From: abl@dart.ece.cmu.edu (Antonio Leal)
Subject: Re: P.J. Farmer

ST401844@BROWNVM.BROWN.EDU (Stewart Crall) writes:
>The last time I went through Zelazny's first Amber series, I noticed that
>one of the books was dedicated to a fellow called Jadawin (or something
>like that).  This led me to remember my impression of the series back when
>I first read it: that the setup was pretty much cribbed from PJ Farmer's
>Tiers series.  I had read the second book in the Tiers series a couple
>months before buying the first Amber book I tried (Guns of Avelon) and it
>seemed that the setup of a bunch of brother-sister gods who go around
>trying to kill each other while their father was missing in both these
>series was too close a coincidence.

Then, there was also this English fellow by the name of William Blake, who
lived around Napoleon's time.  He made some etchings, and wrote some poems,
but didn't make any movies or TV series. One of the poems is about someone
called Urizen, and a few other strange beings.

Bonus quiz: how many SF titles can you find in the following two snippets
of Blake ?

(from Auguries of Innocence)
   To see a World in a grain of sand,
   And a Heaven in a wild flower,
   Hold Infinity in the palm of your hand,
   And Eternity in an hour.

(from The Tiger)
   Tiger! Tiger! burning bright
   In the forests of the night,
   What immortal hand or eye,
   Could frame thy fearful symmetry ?

Antonio B. Leal
Dept. of Electrical and Computer Engineering
Carnegie Mellon University
Pittsburgh, PA. 15213 U.S.A.
[412] 268-2937
abl@maxwell.ece.cmu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 31 Jul 90 20:43:41 GMT
From: mnemonic@walt.cc.utexas.edu (Mike Godwin)
Subject: Re: P.J. Farmer

ST401844@BROWNVM.BROWN.EDU (Stewart Crall) writes:
>When I later saw an acknowledgement to Jadawin (or maybe it was Kickawa)
>in one of the Amber books, I thought that maybe it was not a coincidence,
>or maybe Zelazny read the Tiers books after he had started the series.

As I recall, Zelazny has stated on at least one occasion that his Amber
books were inspired by Farmer's World of Tiers.

Of course, Zelazny never made the blunder of killing off a character, then
forgetting that the character is dead. (See GATES OF CREATION.)

Mike Godwin
UT Law School
(512) 346-4190             
mnemonic@ccwf.cc.utexas.edu

------------------------------

Date: 1 Aug 90 09:25:37 GMT
From: goldfarb@ocf.berkeley.edu (David Goldfarb)
Subject: Re: P.J. Farmer

ST401844@BROWNVM.BROWN.EDU (Stewart Crall) writes:
>I had the same impression when I read Wolfe's "Urth of Sun" books (I
>cannot recall what they were actually called--they have some neat ideas,
>but I did not specially enjoy them) that I had seen a lot of the world
>setup in P.J. Farmer's "Dark is the Sun" but the similarities were not so
>blatant here.

   It seems far more likely to me that both _The Book of the New Sun_ and
_Dark is the Sun_ were influenced by Jack Vance's classic _The Dying
Earth_. There's a big difference between one book being based on another
and both being influenced by a third. (For instance, did Marion Zimmer
Bradley take some of the names for her "Darkover" series from H. P.
Lovecraft, or did both MZB and HPL borrow from Robert W. Chambers?)

David Goldfarb
goldfarb@ocf.berkeley.edu

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
***********************
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Today's Topics:

                   Administrivia - Archives,
		   Books - Asimov & Wild Cards (8 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: Tue, 3 Jul 90 08:38:18 EDT
From: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu (SF-LOVERS)
Subject: Archives

One of the long standing traditions of SF-LOVERS is keeping back issues and
related files in a publicly accessible area.  The SF-LOVERS archives are
currently stored on ELBERETH.RUTGERS.EDU (128.6.4.61) which is a unix
machine.  The archives are currently available to anyone with FTP access to
this machine.

IMPORTANT NOTICE: Previously BITNET sites could not get access to the
archives.  This is no longer true.  Please see below for instructions on
how to access the archives.

Please do not send mail asking me to mail you files from the archives.
They are way too big to be transmitted via mail without getting various
system administrators on the network extremely upset.  Anyone who wants
access to the archives that does not have access to FTP on their machine,
may follow the instructions given below for BITNET subscribers.

Instructions for INTERNET users:

To access the archives, you need to login with ftp using the anonymous
login function.  Below is a sample session (The "%" and "ftp>" are prompts,
yours may vary):

% ftp elbereth.rutgers.edu
Connected to elbereth.rutgers.edu.
220 elbereth.rutgers.edu FTP server
Name (elbereth.rutgers.edu:<userid>): anonymous
331 Guest login ok, send ident as password.
Password:
230 Guest login ok, access restrictions apply.
ftp> cd pub/sfl
ftp> get <filename>
ftp> quit

Instructions for BITNET users (and those without FTP):

To access the archives, the principle is the same however it must be
handled via mail since there is no way to do it interactively.  You can
send mail to BITFTP@PUCC.BITNET with the following as the text of the
message:

FTP elbereth.rutgers.edu
USER anonymous
CD pub/sfl
GET <filename>

You will probably get two mail messages back.  One from the server itself
informing you that the request went through and the other will be the
actual file retrieved.  I haven't tried this for multiple files so I don't
know if each file retrieved comes back as a separate message or not.

 Below is a list of the files that are currently available in the archives:

Episode Guides:

   20 blakes7.guide
   18 doctor-who.guide
   18 galactica.guide       [Note: originally these two were one file.
   10 galactica80.guide      They have now been split into two files.]
   36 lost-in-space.guide
    6 max-headroom.guide        [Incomplete]
   28 new-twilight-zone.guide   [Possibly incomplete]
   22 outerlimits.guide
   10 prisoner.guide
    8 red-dwarf.guide
   14 star-trek-animated.guide
   26 star-trek.guide
    6 tomorrow-people.guide
   70 twilight-zone.guide

Text Files:

   20 amber-timeline.txt
   68 argon.txt
*  50 cons.txt
   32 decwars.txt
   24 down-in-flames.txt
   86 hitch-hikers-guide-to-the-net.txt
   20 hugos.txt
    8 klingonaase.txt
    6 nebulas.txt
    4 saturn.txt
   92 the-enchanted-duplicator.txt

Back Issues of SF-LOVERS:

   1872 sf-lovers.v1
   1904 sf-lovers.v2
   1856 sf-lovers.v3
   1760 sf-lovers.v4
    816 sf-lovers.v5
   1744 sf-lovers.v6
    592 sf-lovers.v7
   1648 sf-lovers.v8
   3600 sf-lovers.v9
   7472 sf-lovers.v10
   6752 sf-lovers.v11
   4944 sf-lovers.v12a
   4000 sf-lovers.v12b
   6000 sf-lovers.v13
   7568 sf-lovers.v14

New to the archives: the author lists provided and maintained by John Wenn
are now available in the directory pub/sfl/authorlists.  The list for each
author is contained in its own file with the filenames being in the form:
Lastname.Firstname, e.g. Niven.Larry (Please remember, unix filenames are
case sensitive).
 
A few notes about the files.  The number that appears to the left of the
file, is the size of the file in kilobytes.  All of the back issues except
for volume 1 are in BABYL mail format.  The first volume, sf-lovers.v1,
includes a number of messages from the early days before digests and there
is much of "historical" interest.

The current volume is Volume 15.  Old issues of this volume may be found in
the same directory as the archives.  They are in the files sf-lovers.xxxyy
where "xxx" is the month of publication and "yy" is the current year.  For
more recent back issues, send your request to
SF-LOVERS-REQUEST@RUTGERS.EDU.
 
Files in the archives that have been modified within the last month are
denoted with a "*" in the lists above.  If anyone notes any errors or would
like to supply missing information, please write to
SF-LOVERS-REQUEST@RUTGERS.EDU.

------------------------------

Date: 31 Jul 90 14:34:38 GMT
From: steffen@hawk.bcm.tmc.edu (David Steffen)
Subject: RE: Asimov Robots --> Empire books

Will Martin says:
>Just finished finally getting around to reading Asimov's books that begin
>to link his earlier "Robot" series (Caves_of_Steel, The_Naked_Sun) with
>the Foundation/Empire series; that is, The_Robots_of_Dawn and Robots_and_
>Empire.  There [are] some minor points that confuse or irritate me...
[Several points omitted]
>
>Lastly, it was somewhat annoying that, throughout the books, *every*
>character who mentioned the expansion of humans through the Galaxy used
>the term "Galactic Empire". I found the continued use of "Galactic Empire"
>to be a strained and unjustified attempt [...] to link these books to the
>later Foundation series.  (Another minor strained link was the way
>Asimov made the robot Giskard use the term "psychohistory"...

  I'm glad you brought this up!  I found the whole attempt at linkage
strained.  For the record, Isaac is one of my four or five favorite Science
Fiction authors, and I did enjoy these books IN SPITE OF the strain.

  I feel that a number of Robert Heinlein's later books were similarly
strained (but to a much greater extent) by an attempt to link everything
together.  In Robert Heinlein's case, this required alternate universes and
a concept he calls "world as myth" which literally allows the linkage of
anything to anything.

  When I first read both Isaac Asimov's and Robert Heinlein's "linkage"
books, I had to wonder what inspired them to attempt these linkages.  I
guessed that it might have been the inspiration of Larry Niven's "known
space" series and Ursula Le Guin's series of books sharing a common
universe.  In any case, I guess I felt that in neither case was it
completely successful.

  In the case of Isaac Asimov's books, I was especially saddened that this
linkage required him to kill off the robots!  Dr. Asimov's robots were
always my favorite of his creations.  The last book in the
Foundation/Empire series would appear to be leading up to a sequel.  I have
often speculated how Dr. Asimov might use such a sequel to bring back the
robots.  (If he reads this group and wishes my advice on how to do so, he
is welcome to contact me. :-)

David Steffen
steffen@mbir.bcm.tmc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 16 Jul 90 23:59:09 GMT
From: omni@ucscb.ucsc.edu (Omniscient fool)
Subject: Wildcards: two latest books

I just finished Ace in the Hole (VI) and Dead Mans Hand (VII).  They are
both very good.  I expected the series to go downhill after awhile (like
Thieves' World, or many other long series of books), but Ace in the Hole is
(IMHO) the second best of the series (after the first book).  Both books
are "Mosaic Novels" like Jokers Wild.  They started out as one book, but it
got too large, so the two main storylines were split up into different
novels.  The presence of fewer writers in each helped quite a bit too.
Book VI is very tightly written, and has only a few dangling storylines
which are picked up in VII.  VII suffers a bit from repeated sequences, and
that the reader already knows the outcome of a few events.  But it is
primarily a murder mystery, and VI won't tell who done it.  Still, I
recommend that you read them back to back, they make more sense that way.
VII was written by George Martin and John J. Miller, and stars Dan Acroid
(Popinjay) and Brennan (Yeoman).  I like both authors, and the
characterization was well done.

Now my main question for all you Wild Card readers: Which authors are your
favorites?  I have found that Wild Cards is a good place to be introduced
to some new authors, and be lead to other books they have written.  I just
finished Queens Gambit Declined by Melinda M. Snodgrass, who is probably my
favorite author in the series.  QGD is a historic fantasy with Prince
William of Orange as the main character, faced off against Louis XIV.  It's
quite good, and if you like Tachyon you'll love Melinda's Prince William.
Has anyone else read novels by the Wildcards authors?  Anyone have a list?

As for my favorite authors in the series, Snodgrass, Martin, Miller,
Zelazny (naturally), and Williams.  I really don't like Vic Milan, Ed
Bryant, and Leanne Harper all that much, but they are all pretty good.

The next book starts a Chris Claremont storyline.  It also introduces
William Wu as a new writer.  He created Lazy Dragon, who is a fun
character, so hopefully he is a good writer as well.  Claremont's first
character (a nat(?) police detective) appeared in VII.

Craig Jackson
omni@ucscb.UCSC.EDU

------------------------------

Date: 19 Jul 90 04:35:58 GMT
From: petebob@crg6.uucp (Pete Apple)
Subject: Wild Cards Books VI & VII

Just a quick note praising the two new Wild Cards Books, Ace in the Hole
and Dead Man's Hand.  If you've never read any of the books in the series,
start now, or you'll fall horribly behind!  :-) Surprisingly, the quality
hasn't diminished at all in this series after 7 books, unlike other shared
series.  (In fact, book VI was one of the best yet!)  I'm happy to hear
there are plans for at least 12(!) books total, and the Wild Card's comic
is due out soon.

------------------------------

Date: 21 Jul 90 16:07:38 GMT
From: mrharrison@lion.uwaterloo.ca (Mike Harrison)
Subject: Re: Wild Cards Books VI & VII

petebob@crg6.uucp (Pete Apple) writes:
>Just a quick note praising the two new Wild Cards Books, Ace in the Hole
>and Dead Man's Hand.  If you've never read any of the books in the series,
>start now, or you'll fall horribly behind!  :-)

  I know, I just managed to find book IV (was waiting until I got it to
read the rest, since I have read I-III). I've only got 4 volumes to read
before I catch up! And only 6 months before VIII comes out, too!

>Surprisingly, the quality hasn't diminished at all in this series after 7
>books, unlike other shared series.  (In fact, book VI was one of the best
>yet!)  I'm happy to hear there are plans for at least 12(!) books total,
>and the Wild Card's comic is due out soon.

If Wild Cards keeps getting better, then why stop at 12? I'd be happy to
have Wild Cards forever! :-)
  BTW, I'm looking forward to Chris Claremont's story in VIII. Should be
good.

Mike Harrison
mrharrison@lion.uwaterloo.ca
mrharrison@tiger.uwaterloo.ca

------------------------------

Date: 24 Jul 90 02:25:24 GMT
From: scs@lokkur.dexter.mi.us (Steve Simmons)
Subject: Re: Wild Cards Books VI & VII

petebob@crg6.uucp (Pete Apple) writes:
>Just a quick note praising the two new Wild Cards Books, Ace in the Hole
>and Dead Man's Hand.  If you've never read any of the books in the series,
>start now, or you'll fall horribly behind!  :-)
>
>Surprisingly, the quality hasn't diminished at all in this series after 7
>books, unlike other shared series.  (In fact, book VI was one of the best
>yet!)  I'm happy to hear there are plans for at least 12(!) books total,
>and the Wild Card's comic is due out soon.

Hmmm, I did enjoy the last two, but think there was a real quality dip in
3-4.  De gustabis, I guess.

mrharrison@lion.uwaterloo.ca (Mike Harrison) also writes:
>BTW, I'm looking forward to Chris Claremont's story in VIII. Should be
>good.

Based on what I've seen of his writing the last 3 or 4 years (mostly
hearsay) I really doubt it.

Getting back to "Ace In The Hole"/"Dead Mans Hand", the tale bounced around
here is these were originally one volume that just got too durned big.
Rather than put out one monster book or part1/part2, they carefully sliced
it into two stories.  On the whole it worked pretty well.  Holes that
bothered me only slightly in reading "Ace" were neatly backfilled in
"Dead".  The first time through I'd written them off as inevitable problems
with mosaic books; now the whole looks much tighter.

For someone who's not read either yet and is going to pick them up: the
sections of the books are dated down to the hour.  It'd be interesting to
not open *both* books at once, and read them in chronological order.  Let
us know how it goes, OK?

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jul 90 18:08:14 GMT
From: mcgehee@ncis.tis.llnl.gov (G. Andrew McGehee)
Subject: Re: Wild Cards Books VI & VII

mrharrison@lion.uwaterloo.ca (Mike Harrison) writes:
>petebob@crg6.uucp (Pete Apple) writes:
>>Just a quick note praising the two new Wild Cards Books, Ace in the Hole
>>and Dead Man's Hand.  If you've never read any of the books in the
>>series, start now, or you'll fall horribly behind!  :-)
>
>I know, I just managed to find book IV (was waiting until I got it to read
>the rest, since I have read I-III). I've only got 4 volumes to read before
>I catch up! And only 6 months before VIII comes out, too!

Must the books be read in order for continuity?

Andy

------------------------------

Date: 26 Jul 90 00:50:45 GMT
From: mrharrison@lion.uwaterloo.ca (Mike Harrison)
Subject: Re: Wild Cards Books VI & VII

mcgehee@ncis (G. Andrew McGehee) writes:
>Must the books be read in order for continuity?

Well, that's generally the way series' work.  I would recommend at least a
reading of Book I before anything else. VI and VII should be read in order.
IV and V don't have to be read in any order, since I think V takes place at
the same time as IV (just a different locale and some of the other
characters that stayed behind in NYC during IV, I think)
  I intend to read the series in order, because I've read the first three
in order, so why stop now? I have all autumn to read the rest anyway, and
then VIII comes out in January.

Mike Harrison
mrharrison@lion.uwaterloo.ca
mrharrison@tiger.uwaterloo.ca

------------------------------

Date: 26 Jul 90 18:15:58 GMT
From: francis@giza.cis.ohio-state.edu (RD Francis)
Subject: Re: Wild Cards Books VI & VII

mrharrison@lion.uwaterloo.ca (Mike Harrison) writes:
>... IV and V don't have to be read in any order, since I think V takes
>place at the same time as IV (just a different locale and some of the
>other characters that stayed behind in NYC during IV, I think)

V is divided into two parts, as I recall.  The first portion involves those
characters who stayed in NYC during Aces Abroad (IV).  The second portion
deals with events that occurred after their return.  Definitely read IV
first, as it introduces some of the central characters involved in the
stories in the second part of V.

R David Francis
francis@cis.ohio-state.edu

------------------------------

Date: 26 Jul 90 19:14:04 GMT
From: ted@welchlab.welch.jhu.edu (Ted Ying)
Subject: Re: Wild Cards Books VI & VII

mrharrison@lion.uwaterloo.ca (Mike Harrison) writes:
>mcgehee@ncis (G. Andrew McGehee) writes:
> 
>>Must the books be read in order for continuity?
>Well, that's generally the way series' work.  I would recommend at least a
>reading of Book I before anything else. VI and VII should be read in
>order. IV and V don't have to be read in any order, since I think V takes
>place at the same time as IV (just a different locale and some of the
>other characters that stayed behind in NYC during IV, I think)

Hmmm, that's the way most series work, but this one is a little different.
The first, second, fourth, and fifth (I think) were all anthologies of
related stories (all set in the same world, with the same concepts, but not
the same characters).  The third, sixth, and seventh books were novels
(actually six and seven were two parts of the same novel).

The first one must be read first.  It contains the background and the
entire premise of the books.  It also contains the history of wild cards
(jokers, aces, and deuces) form the 1940's (when it all began in the days
of the Nat, Jetboy) to the early 1980's.  The remaining books all take
place in the 1980's (ranging from the early 1980's to the presidential
elections of 1988).

The second and third must be read together in order (some of the stories in
the second, get followed up in the third book).  The fourth and fifth can
be interchanged as they are different events happening at the same time in
different parts of the world (some of the regular "cast" go on a World tour
and book four deals with them, while book five deals with those who stayed
behind).  Books six and seven should be read in order, but since they are
also two halves of a story (the book was too long so was broken into two
parts), they can be read simultaneously.  The writers included date/times
in the sixth and seventh books, so you can read through everything
chronologically, if you want.  It was suggested by someone else on the net
and I think it's a pretty neat idea to try.

They really are great books and if you have ever enjoyed reading comic
books, you should enjoy this.  It is basically comic books in prose format.
Neat stuff.

Ted Ying
ted@welch.jhu.edu

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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SF-LOVERS Digest           Wednesday, 1 Aug 1990      Volume 15 : Issue 280

Today's Topics:

	 Books - Recommended SF Books (10 msgs) & Request Answer &
                 Man-Kzin Wars III (2 msgs) & Requests (2 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 18 Jul 90 00:39:14 GMT
From: ricks@ncrcae.columbia.ncr.com (Rick Silverstein)
Subject: recommended sci-fi books

Stationfall	-	Authur Byron Cover
Probe		-	Carole Nelson Douglous
CounterProbe	-	Carole Nelson Douglous
Bloodlist	-	P.N. Elrod	<The Vampire Files>
LifeBlood	-	P.N. Elrod	<The Vampire Files>
Hitchhiker Series	Douglas Adams
Robot City Series	[various authors]

I highly recommend these.  Anyone like to contribute his/her favorite
books?

------------------------------

Date: 19 Jul 90 09:02:49 GMT
From: s35187w@taltta.hut.fi (Tomi"Pinky" Kaartama)
Subject: Re: recommended sci-fi books

My favourite SF-writer is John Brunner. I recently finished his
_Stand_on_Zanzibar_ which delt with overpopulation. Other very interesting
books of his are _The_Shockwave_Rider_ which is about the development of a
computerized world, _The_Sheep_Look_Up which is about the spoiling of
nature and _Players_at_the_Games_of_ People_ which is a little bizarre.

Other good sf-books:

 William Gibson: Neuromancer
 Raymond E. Feist: Magician
 Greg Bear: Eon

But above all read the books of John Brunner and be surprised.

Tomi Kaartama
pinky@otax
s35187w@taltta

------------------------------

Date: 21 Jul 90 02:52:29 GMT
From: dweingar@ic.sunysb.edu (David Weingart)
Subject: Re: recommended sci-fi books

To the list, let me add a few of my "read-em-again" favorites:
 
Norstrilia - Cordwainer Smith (for that matter, _any_ of his stuff)
Startide Rising - David Brin
Lord of Light - Roger Zelazny
The Wonderful Wizard of Oz - L. Frank Baum (I kid you not)
Alice's Adventures in Wonderland & Through the Looking Glass 
 - Lewis Carroll 
Silverlock - John Meyers Myers
Little Fuzzy - H. Beam Piper
Dream Park - Larry Niven & Steven Barnes

and-

in the so-bad-they're good category (no authors, sorry):
 
Terror on Planet Ionus
Attack of the Bee Girls
The Girls From Planet 5

David Weingart
dweingar@ic.sunysb.edu

------------------------------

Date: 26 Jul 90 17:28:45 GMT
From: asd@mace.cc.purdue.edu (Kareth)
Subject: Suggestions/Thoughts wanted

Well I'm in need of some suggestions/thoughts/criticisms on some series
that I've been looking to read.  Specifically:

Marion Zimmer Bradley's works
   Somebody said once 'MZB and her ilk' leading me to believe she wasn't
too liked, at least by that person.

Cheysuli series
Iron Tower series
   I've heard nothing of either of these, just have seen them quite often
when I've visited the stores.

Book of Swords/of Lost Swords series
   A friend read these once, but I don't really recall much about what he
said of them.

Looking for some thoughts about these books and the one author.  If you've
read em, I'd appreciate if you could enlighten me with your thoughts about
em.

Email only please.

asd@cc.purdue.edu

------------------------------

Date: 27 Jul 90 14:34:14 GMT
From: scott@kong.gatech.edu (Scott Coulter)
Subject: Re: Canticle for Leibowitz

MFDICK01%ULKYVM@PUCC.PRINCETON.EDU (Mark Dickson) writes:
>Does anyone have any suggestions for followup reading to Miller's "CfL"
>that might include monasticism, nuclear apocolypse, philo-religious
>dialogue, etc. ?

For philo-religious dialogue, try Frederick Buechner.  I've read his _Book
of Bebb_ series (4 novels).  I believe he also wrote a novel involving a
monk or priest as the protagonist; I can look it up at home, if you're
interested.  Heard him lecture once; quite a fascinating man.  Has some
unusual ideas about religion and philosophy.

Scott D. Coulter
Software Engineering Research Center		
Georgia Institute of Technology 
uucp: ...!gatech!ics!scott
InterNet: scott@ics.gatech.edu

------------------------------

Date: 27 Jul 90 18:21:06 GMT
From: 6600mak@ucsbuxa.ucsb.edu (Martin Kagan)
Subject: Re: Canticle for Leibowitz

MFDICK01%ULKYVM@PUCC.PRINCETON.EDU (Mark Dickson) writes:
>Does anyone have any suggestions for followup reading to Miller's "CfL"
>that might include monasticism, nuclear apocolypse, philo-religious
>dialogue, etc. ?

Well, its not a book, so perhaps it doesn't belong here, but there is a
comic book series that I read once that reminded me of Canticle for
Leibowitz (which by the way I loved) :

See if you can find GRENDEL issues #24-30. It's by an independent comic
book company called COMICO which is now bankrupt.  THe series is only a few
years old, and that particular story line which ran I think 12 issues deals
with the papacy, nuclear apocolypse and existential-satanic dialogues

Marty Kagan
6600mak@ucsbuxa.ucsb.edu
6600mak@ucsbuxa.bitnet  

------------------------------

Date: 27 Jul 90 18:58:53 GMT
From: leszczyn@cpsin3.uucp (Leszczynski J {regular})
Subject: Re: Canticle for Leibowitz

>Does anyone have any suggestions for followup reading to Miller's "CfL"
>that might include monasticism, nuclear apocolypse, philo-religious
>dialogue, etc. ?

   I once read a great story that was a take-off on this.  I don't remember
the name but I can remember most of the plot.
   The church finds another lost cache of books.  Among them they find some
plans for something.  The engineers all study the work and are astounded.
The engines have no moving parts!!  But with the attitude that, "it has
been done, it can be done," they set about to reproduce the design.
   Years later they complete the vessel in orbit.  They have carefully
trained a chosen crew and now the ship is ready to depart.  The navigator
signals all is ready to the captain and the captain gives an order
something like this.  "Let's go, but not too boldly at first.  Ahead Warp
1, Mr Sulu."

Jon Leszczynski
leszczyn@cpsin.cps.msu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 30 Jul 90 21:04:58 GMT
From: manning@gap.caltech.edu (Evan Marshall Manning)
Subject: Re: Canticle for Leibowitz

MFDICK01%ULKYVM@PUCC.PRINCETON.EDU (Mark Dickson) writes:
>Does anyone have any suggestions for followup reading to Miller's "CfL"
>that might include monasticism, nuclear apocolypse, philo-religious
>dialogue, etc. ?

If you'll take a miss on nuclear apocolypse, I kind of liked Blish's
_A_Case_of_Conscience_.

If nuclear apocolypse is more important, try _Davy_ by Edgar Pangborn,
_The_Wild_Shore_ by Kim Stanley Robinson, and _Postman_ by Brin.

Evan M. Manning
manning@gap.cco.caltech.edu
manning@mars.jpl.nasa.gov
gleeper@tybalt.caltech.edu

------------------------------

Date: 30 Jul 90 16:22:06 GMT
From: cvbnet!trupprec@sun.com (Thomas Rupprecht)
Subject: Re: Canticle for Leibowitz

>Does anyone have any suggestions for followup reading to Miller's "CfL"
>that might include monasticism, nuclear apocolypse, philo-religious
>dialogue, etc. ? 

   I believe that Walker Percy has several references to CfL in his
interesting book "Lost in the Cosmos."

Thomas Rupprecht
Computervision 
trupprec@cvbnet.prime.com

------------------------------

Date: 1 Aug 90 00:41:33 GMT
From: dant@mrloog.wr.tek.com (Dan Tilque)
Subject: Fantasy recommedations 

lac@titan.tsd.arlut.utexas.edu (Lloyd Chalfant) writes:
>A question: has anyone read a good fantasy *book* lately, self-contained
>so that I don't have to read six books before feeling satisfied?

If you're looking for standard Tolkienesque midieval-technology fantasy, I
don't think you can find any.  Everything new in this genre is a series
with a minimum length of three.

However, if you're willing to read some non-Tolkienesque fantasy set in the
late 20th century, there are a couple interesting, relatively new books out
there:

   WAR FOR THE OAKS by Emma Bull
   QUEST FOR APOLLO by Micheal Leahey (sp?)

Some comments on these follow.  I'll try to avoid spoilers.

WAR FOR THE OAKS has been recommended in this newsgroup before which is why
I read it.  It sets Celtic mythology in modern day Minneapolis.  The
protagonist is a rock 'n' roll musician who is drafted by the elves to help
fight a war with other elves.

Actually, I found that there really wasn't much new in this book.  The
Celtic mythology has a slightly novel interpretation, but there are many
different interpretations of Celtic mythology out on the market today and
one more is not sufficient reason to write a book.  The plot is quite
predictable, given the setup.  I was not surprised by any of the twists and
anticipated most of them.

So why is this recommended?  Mostly because of the characterization and
atmosphere that Bull produces.  The people and places in it feel real.  I
especially enjoyed the personality clash between the two major characters
in the first third of the book.  The relationship between them slowly and
subtly changes over the course of the book and she did an excellent job of
showing those changes without overtly telling you they were happening.

QUEST FOR APOLLO is set in modern day Italy.  An American writer gets lost
in the Tuscany woods and encounters an older man named Virgil.  It seems
that every once in a while this Virgil encounters 35-year old artists with
the initials D. A. in those woods and takes them on an unusual adventure.
This American writer fits the bill perfectly but not by accident.  It seems
these encounters are arranged by the Greco-Roman gods for their amusement.
This time, the inferno they visit is rather different than that of Dante's.

Virgil and the writer travel to Rome to meet Diana.  There they find out
that the gods are pissed at Apollo and have hidden him in the past.  Diana
will arrange for the two to visit the past in their dreams and attempt to
discover Apollo.  The only clue they have is that in each age, Apollo has
been put into the body of the person suffering the most tragic death of
that era.  They must travel to each location to experience the appropriate
dream.  If they don't find him, the world gets destroyed in a nuclear
holocaust.

I'm hard put to describe why I recommend this book.  Part of it is just the
fact that it doesn't use Celtic or Nordic mythology.  But Roman mythology
is hardly novel, so that can't be it.  The views of Italian history from
Julius Caesar's age to World War II is probably the best part.

I'd be interested in hearing anyone else's views on this book.

Dan Tilque
dant@mrloog.WR.TEK.COM

------------------------------

Date: 26 Jul 90 11:26:16 GMT
From: boyajian@ruby.dec.com (Cisco's Buddy)
Subject: Re: Story question

BRITZ@kemi.aau.dk (Dieter Britz) writes:
>Can anyone tell me the name of the following short story, and possibly the
>title of an anthology containing it?
>
>A Brave Hunter goes back in time with his huge gun and shoots a very large
>plant eating dinosaur, no trouble. He goes up to it, and gets jumped, and
>eaten, by the "small" parasites on the body. These are 6-foot crab-like
>things, which make short work of our Brave Hunter.

Synchronicity strikes. Someone else in another forum asked about this same
story. It's Brian Aldiss' "Brave Little Warrior". It's appeared in a number
of places, but specific titles do not come to mind.

 --- jayembee (Jerry Boyajian)
UUCP:	...!decwrl!ruby.enet.dec.com!boyajian
ARPA:	boyajian%ruby.DEC@DECWRL.DEC.COM

------------------------------

Date: 30 Jul 90 16:25:46 GMT
From: howell@bert.llnl.gov (Louis Howell)
Subject: Man-Kzin Wars III

I will avoid significant spoilers until the end of the posting.

If you've already read the previous two volumes of this series, and liked
them, then you will probably enjoy this one too.  Otherwise, don't bother.
The good news is that there is a new Niven story, "Madness Has Its Place",
which takes place in the solar system after the news of the battle in "The
Warriors" has been received.  The bad news is that the story is not a very
good one.  The main theme is that Individualism Is Good and Government
Control Is Evil.  I happen to agree with this point of view in most cases,
but even so Niven hammers it in so brutally that there just isn't much else
to the story.

The second story is "The Asteroid Queen", by Pournelle and Stirling.
Shortly after the events in "The Children's Hour" (see volume 2), Markham's
guerrilla forces in the Serpent Swarm (A. Centauri asteroid belt) discover
an entire Thrint spaceship in stasis.  There are Thrints on board,
including several females.  Many characters and events from "The Children's
Hour" are involved, so read that first.  IMHO this isn't as good a story as
its predecessor, partly because it too is thick with
anti-government-control preaching.  The "good guys" are two-dimensional,
the "bad humans" are too, and the most likable character by far is
Traat-Admiral.  Sort of spoils a war story when you're sorry the "enemy"
has to lose.  1/2 :-)

The remaining story is the best in the book, which isn't saying a whole
lot.  By Anderson, it's a sequel to "Iron" in volume 1.  Unfortunately, it
and "The Asteroid Queen" have a significant plot device in common, and
though Anderson is less heavy-handed, I was getting pretty sick of the
anti-bureaucracy theme by the end of the book.  I think I would have
enjoyed "Inconstant Star" better if I'd read it first.

*** SPOILER WARNING ***

The conspiracy theory in "The Asteroid Queen" was so extreme that I
couldn't take it seriously for a moment.  What was the bit about the
"Order" that was thousands of years old and just used the ARM as a tool?
Is this a tie-in to the Illuminatus! books?  (I haven't read them yet but
have heard quite a bit about them in this newsgroup.)  Did P and S really
intend this to be taken seriously, or did they make a farce of the whole
story on purpose?

Of course the whole thing is inconsistent with "Down in Flames", but so
what?

Louis Howell

------------------------------

Date: 30 Jul 90 21:08:23 GMT
From: mnemonic@walt.cc.utexas.edu (Mike Godwin)
Subject: Re: Man-Kzin Wars III

howell@bert.llnl.gov (Louis Howell) writes:
>If you've already read the previous two volumes of this series, and liked
>them, then you will probably enjoy this one too.  Otherwise, don't bother.
>The good news is that there is a new Niven story, "Madness Has Its Place",
>which takes place in the solar system after the news of the battle in "The
>Warriors" has been received.  The bad news is that the story is not a very
>good one.  The main theme is that Individualism Is Good and Government
>Control Is Evil.  I happen to agree with this point of view in most cases,
>but even so Niven hammers it in so brutally that there just isn't much
>else to the story.
 
I disagree with your assessment of "Madness Has Its Place," which appeared
earlier this year in IASFM.
                                                                     
I think it's a good Niven story for a couple of reasons. First, Niven comes
to grips with the likely oppressiveness of the UN enforcement agency, the
ARM, that he has used in earlier Known Space stories.

Secondly, and more importantly, his telling the story from the point of
view of a person who is, at least part of the time, a paranoid psychopath,
is a stretch for Niven, and one that he pulls off reasonably well. (In
fact, most of the characterizations in this story hold up well in
comparison to earlier Niven, it seems to me.)

As someone who's read all the earlier Known Space stories, I have to say
that I was pleased with "Madness Has Its Place," although I wouldn't
necessarily buy a Man-Kzin Wars volume to read it.

Mike Godwin
UT Law School
(512) 346-4190             
mnemonic@ccwf.cc.utexas.edu

------------------------------

Date: 29 Jul 90 03:56:13 GMT
From: manley@en.ecn.purdue.edu (tHe pOLterGeiSt)
Subject: Children's series of SF books

While scanning through the previous threads on children's SF, I started
thinking about how I got started reading science fiction.  The earliest
stories I could remember were in a series of books that were in my grade
school library.  There was maybe a half-dozen of these thin, grey books
with a four-color picture on the cover.  The only title I can remember is :
The Smallest Starship and Other Stories.  The other titles were similar.
The only story I can remember from these books (at least I think it was
from these books) was "Skyhook," a story about a kid who buys a rope and
hook used for hitching rides on clouds.

Does anyone have any idea as to who publishes these books?  I'd like to
have them set aside for the future.  I even checked at the old grade
school, but they aren't there anymore.  And the Lexington library didn't
have them listed either.

Thanks.

manley@en.ecn.purdue.edu

------------------------------

Date: 30 Jul 90 17:14:41 GMT
From: mcgehee@ncis.tis.llnl.gov (G. Andrew McGehee)
Subject: Do this sound familiar?

A story I read several years ago goes like this:

   A couple of guys drink a chemical that so speeds up their metabolism
   that everyone around them seems to be in slow-motion.  They can walk,
   but when one of them tries to run, his clothes begin to smoke from the
   air-friction.  One of them picks up a dog, throws it, and watches it
   burst (in slo-mo, of course) into flames.

Pretty hokie, I know, but I am feeling kind of nostalgic.  Anyone know
the author/title?

Andy

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
***********************
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Today's Topics:

	 Books -  Bear (2 msgs) & Brin & Card & Dorman & Eddings &
                  Gerrold & Morris & Robertson & Robinson &
                  Saberhagen (2 msgs) & Sheckley & Simak &
                  Smith & Tubb (2 msgs) & Yarbro (2 msgs) &
                  Reading Suggestions (2 msgs) & Requests (2 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 1 Aug 90 23:13:54 GMT
From: ME301012@brownvm.brown.edu (STEVE WARBURTON)
Subject: Re: SF-LOVERS Digest   V15 #278

>I admit, though, that the ending fell a little flat.  Just too pollyanna
>for my taste.

I understand your meaning, but somehow Bear's description of sweet mother
Earth writhing in her death throes along with the vast majority of humanity
doesn't deserve to be called pollyanna.  I was taken with The Forge of God
and have recommended it to many friends, but oddly, I can't put my finger
on what grabbed me.  The thing that disturbed me the most about the ending
was the intimation that the young humans were now going to go train to be
"good guys" and that smacks of sequel (again!).  Is the self-contained
sci-fi novel becoming extinct?

------------------------------

Date: 2 Aug 90 08:55:13 GMT
From: ATKINSON@vaxrom.decnet.cern.ch
Subject: RE: SF-LOVERS Digest   V15 #280

I am a little taken aback at the popularity of Eon by Greg Bear.  I thought
it started very well indeed, and became silly and arbitrary towards the
end.  Reminded me a lot of "Contact" by Carl Sagan in this regard.  The
mathematical double-talk was better than that found in, say, early Doctor
Who, but still not amazing.  Eternity was simply awful - totally arbitrary,
makes the second Amber series look easy to follow, Mr. Bear must have felt
in need of some ready cash etc.

------------------------------

Date: 2 Aug 90 11:16:54 GMT
From: ATKINSON@vaxrom.decnet.cern.ch
Subject: Brin

I have noticed enthusiasm for "Startide Rising". Why? I read it and thought
"Yes, and?" I must have missed the point. I liked "The Postman", thought
"The Practice Effect" would have been nice as a short story, and have
avoided the other Uplift stuff so far, afraid that it might be like
Startide.  Advice?

------------------------------

Date: 2 Aug 90 02:50:42 GMT
From: farrell@batserver.cs.uq.oz.au (Friendless)
Subject: 3rd Ender's Game book? (Not about homosexuality!)

  My copy of either Ender's Game or Speaker for the Dead alleges that it is
part of a trilogy. However I have heard no hint of a 3rd book. Did OSC
decide he couldn't keep the standard up, or did he just not get around to
it yet?

------------------------------

Date: 1 Aug 90 15:09:00 GMT
From: RHAMEL@vms.macc.wisc.edu (Ray Hamel)
Subject: Sonya Dorman

I am aware of some novels by Sonya Dorman: STRETCHING FENCE (1975); A PAPER
RAINCOAT (1979); THE FAR TRAVELLER (1980); PALACE OF EARTH (1984).  I don't
think any of these are short story collections, but I am not sure having
not read them myself.
 
I might add that THE FAR TRAVELLER was published by Juniper Press, a small
publishing company run by my former creative writing mentor, Wisconsin
poet - John Judson.
 
Ray Hamel
University of Wisconsin
rhamel@wiscmacc.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 2 Aug 90 04:07:58 GMT
From: michael@astro.princeton.edu (Michael Woodhams)
Subject: Religion in Belgariad/Malloreon

Is it my imagination/wishful thinking, or is Eddings generally hostile to
religion? I remember that there were several derogatory statements made
about religious fanatics by major characters. (E.g., from memory only,
Belgarath talks about how the Marags were cannibals because of mis-reading
part of their holy book, with disparaging remarks about being too fanatical
about religion.) Of the three religions that seem to actually have
adherents, the Grolims, the Bear Cult and demon worship are portrayed very
negatively, and the Ulgo's worship of Ul seems very stifling and monastic.

The only positive role models who are religious that I can think of are
Faldor and Gorim. (The sorcerers talk to Aldur, but don't worship him
particularly, so I don't think they are really religious.) Relg is a
particularly good example, in that Eddings makes it quite clear that all
his problems come from too much religious zealotry; he would be much nicer
and happier if he didn't have all his religious mental baggage.

It is notable that almost all the societies in the world seem to run very
well with little or no religion. The Tolnedrans, Mimbrates and Nyssians all
have a god, but very few people pay more than lip-service to them. The
Angeraks and Alorns are both hampered by their religion, and Sendaria
doesn't have a god at all.

There is some mention about how terrible it is to live without a god,
particularly with respect to the Ulgos, but also with respect to the future
of the Angeraks after Torak is killed. To some extent, the peaceful, happy
Sendaria contradicts this, but the Sendarians are are mixture of races who
do have gods, and (if Faldor is any guide) worship all of the gods. Perhaps
this exempts them from the pain of having no god.

Comments anyone?

Michael Woodhams.
michael@astro.princeton.edu 
woodhams@phoenix.princeton.edu

------------------------------

Date: 1 Aug 90 12:03:42 GMT
From: tub!tubopal!ripley@pyramid.com (Hans-Ch. Eckert)
Subject: Gerrold: Yesterday's Children

What do you think about this book?

Hans-Christian Eckert
D-1000 Berlin 30
Regensburger Str. 2
ripley@tubopal.UUCP
ripley@opal.cs.tu-berlin.de
...!unido!tub!opal!ripley 
...!pyramid!tub!opal!ripley 
ripley%tubopal@DB0TUI11.BITNET

------------------------------

Date: 1 Aug 90 12:05:47 GMT
From: tub!tubopal!ripley@pyramid.com (Hans-Ch. Eckert)
Subject: D.Morris: Inrock

What do you think about this book?

Hans-Christian Eckert
D-1000 Berlin 30
Regensburger Str. 2
ripley@tubopal.UUCP
ripley@opal.cs.tu-berlin.de
...!unido!tub!opal!ripley 
...!pyramid!tub!opal!ripley 
ripley%tubopal@DB0TUI11.BITNET

------------------------------

Date: 2 Aug 90 01:40:30 GMT
From: MFDICK01%ULKYVM@pucc.princeton.edu (Mark Dickson)
Subject: Question

To all who answered my CfL query, thanks. I will take all replies under
consideration for future reading.  A friend who receives copies of the
digest from me would like to pose a question:

John Whitfield (jwwhit01%ulkyvm@pucc.priceton.edu) asks:

Has anyone out there read any of the books in the "Chronicles of the
Cheysuli" series by Jennifer Robertson? The books currently out are
"Shapechangers", "The Song of Homana", "The Legacy of the Sword", "Flight
of the Raven", "Track of the White Wolf", "A Pride of Princes", and
"Daughter of the Lion". The only book left in the series, "Tapestry of the
Lion", has not been published yet.  I've read every book that she has
written in the series and was wondering what other people think about it.
I've enjoyed it for the most part, but found "Flight of the Raven" a bit
disappointing. I'm waiting to hear (see) some comments.

Many thanks!

Mark Dickson
University of Louisville

------------------------------

Date: 2 Aug 90 04:35:49 GMT
From: wdstarr@athena.mit.edu (William December Starr)
Subject: Re: Pun explanation requested

chris@tcom.stc.co.uk (Chris Milton) said:
>> ...The punchline is: "Middle lamb, you've had a dizzy Bey!"  I assume
>> it's a Spooneristic play on something like "Little Ma'am, you've had a
>> busy day..."  
>
> the actual line was 'little man you've had a busy day...  song from
> somewhere or other in the dim past...

Okay, my thanks to all the people who posted and/or emailed me.  The
consensus is that the phrase being punned was indeed "Little man, you've
had a busy day" rather than the "Ma'am" version that I proposed, and that
it's a line from either an old song or an old movie or both.

We now move on to Phase II - can anyone identify the guilty movie or song
or literary reference or whatever the heck it is?

William December Starr
wdstarr@athena.mit.edu

------------------------------

Date: 1 Aug 90 19:44:23 GMT
From: d546640s@edinboro.edu (Palin Pax Wyrmsbane)
Subject: About Book of Swords/Lost Swords

Hi, 

I just read your message on the Newsgroup, and thought I'd fill you in on
the details.

As it was explained to me (after I read the _Books of Swords_) that they
were/are set in Post-nuclear Earth. (Forgive me if I get this part
wrong), and the "gods" are playing a game using humans as pawns.

***Possible Spoilers***		
								
 The Forger, Vulcan, forges the swords using Human sweat and blood as
catalysts, and The Messenger, Hermes, distributes them to various people.
Each sword has its own special powers, and the rulers of Earth go to war
over possession of the swords.  Eventually the "game" gets out of hand, and
the gods find out that they aren't immune to the power of the swords after
one of the swords kills Hermes. Oops, I can't say much more without ruining
it all completely.  You'll just have to trust me on it when I tell you that
the books are worth reading. :-)

It was explained to me, however, that to gain a better understanding of the
Swords books, it would be beneficial to read Saberhagen's earlier books
starting with _Empire of the East_, and then taking it from there. That
was probably my biggest mistake - not reading the other books first.

David J. Stayduhar
D546640S@Edinboro.Edu

------------------------------

Date: 2 Aug 90 11:16:54 GMT
From: ATKINSON@vaxrom.decnet.cern.ch
Subject: Saberhagen

I Recently found "Berserker Base" by Saberhagen and chums. Isn't it about
time the berserkers went into retirement? This theme has been done to
death. This book added nothing new, really. It can't have taken this long
to think of anti-berserkers, surely? Avoid this book.

------------------------------

Date: 1 Aug 90 14:53:50 GMT
From: ST402711@brownvm.brown.edu (Tim Johnson)
Subject: Re: Sheckley

IMHO, _OPTIONS_ was Sheckley at his best.  A tripped out novel parody and
satire and absurdity.  Almost a Monty Python carried to its extreme limits.
It is everything that was best in Mindswap.  I only wish he had written
more in that same vein.  Clearly a dissenting opinion.  I haven't read
Sheckley's non-SF you listed, but I have a couple of the books you were
wondering about.  I'll check on them at home and post the answers Real Soon
Now.

Tim

------------------------------

Date: 31 Jul 90 20:02:44 GMT
From: iconsys!tom@uunet.uu.net (Tom Kimpton)
Subject: Re: Simak??

I have read everything that I could find by Clifford Simak.  My favorites:
   Time is the Simplest Thing
      Mechanically assisted teleportation for exploring the galaxy.
   The Big Front Yard
      Aliens open a portal to a gateway planet.
   Way Station
      Station keeper for a galactic travel way station has his "cover"
      begin to unravel.
   Circle Around the Sun (I think this is the name)
      Parallel worlds open for colonization.
   City
      History of one family and their household.
   The Werewolf Principle
      Intersteller matter transmission and galactic intrigue.

This is a brief list with even briefer synopsis.  I know there are others
of his books that I could recommend, but I can't think of them off hand.
He wrote quite a few books (30+(?))  before he died last year.  They were
pretty much soft sci-fi, i.e. the sci-fi was used to get the characters
into a position in which an interesting story could be told.  His stories
are of a gentle and optimistic nature.  The kind that you curl up on a
comfortable sofa and lazily read for relaxation.  He is one of my more
favorite authors.

Tom Kimpton
Software Engineer	       
Icon International, Inc.       
Orem, Utah 84058               
(801) 225-6888
UUCP: {uunet,caeco}!iconsys!tom
INTERNET: tom@iconsys.uu.net

------------------------------

Date: 2 Aug 90 08:55:13 GMT
From: ATKINSON@vaxrom.decnet.cern.ch
Subject: RE: SF-LOVERS Digest   V15 #280

Incidentally, were the Lord Tedric books that appeared in the 70s and 80s
really by E.E. Doc Smith or not?  They no longer seem to be listed in the
"also by" sections in his books.  Yes, I know they were dire, but they seem
simply to have vanished.  Where did they go?

------------------------------

Date: 31 Jul 90 17:00:30 GMT
From: dlow@hpspcoi.hp.com (Danny Low)
Subject: Re: EC Tubb and Traveller

>A couple of years ago I read some books in the Earl Dumarest of Terra
>series by E.C. Tubb.  I've been wondering what happened to Tubb, and
>indeed what happened to poor Earl, looking for Earth all this time.  Are
>the books still available?  Did the series ever end?  Is it still being
>written?  Is there more Tubb around?  

The series is very long and repetitious. It did not end so much as it
stopped. The last book written has Dumarest finally finding the location of
Earth. That was some years ago. There has not been a single word on further
Dumarest books that I know of.

The series points towards some final confrontation between Dumarest and the
Cyclan on Earth. The Cyclans are clearly degenerating so there is a
loophole for Dumarest to finally defeat them.

Danny Low
HP SPCD
dlow%hpspcoi@hplabs.hp.com
...!hplabs!hpspcoi!dlow 

------------------------------

Date: 2 Aug 90 01:50:00 GMT
From: RDBROWN@ualr.bitnet
Subject: Re: SF-LOVERS Digest   V15 #275

GACOHEN@pucc.princeton.edu (Geoff Alexander Cohen) writes:
>I've been wondering what happened to Tubb, and indeed what happened to
>poor Earl, looking for Earth all this time.  Are the books still
>available?  Did the series ever end?  Is it still being written?  Is there
>more Tubb around?  Thanks in advance.

The latest books-in-print I've gone through (1989) showed at least three
titles from E.C. Tubb that are still active. I do not remember the titles.

By the way, if you can find copies of the CAP KENNEDY: SECRET AGENT OF THE
SPACEWAYS series by Gregory Kern, by all means read them. Of course,
"Gregory Kern" was a pen name for E. C. Tubb.

Robert Brown
RDBROWN@UALR.BITNET

------------------------------

Date: 1 Aug 90 18:48:02 GMT
From: BERDANJ@yalevm.bitnet (Susan de Guardiola)
Subject: Chelsea Quinn Yarbro

Can anyone confirm a rumor I heard, that Chelsea Quinn Yarbro is writing a
new Saint-Germain novel?  I heard that it is to be called _Out of the House
of Life_ and set in ancient Egypt.  Anyone know anything about this?  When
it is to be published and by whom?  Thanks.

Susan de Guardiola

------------------------------

Date: 1 Aug 90 20:26:47 GMT
From: chuq@apple.com (Smile when you say that)
Subject: Re: Chelsea Quinn Yarbro

BERDANJ@yalevm.BITNET (Susan de Guardiola) writes:
>Can anyone confirm a rumor I heard, that Chelsea Quinn Yarbro is writing a
>new Saint-Germain novel?  I heard that it is to be called _Out of the
>House of Life_ and set in ancient Egypt.  Anyone know anything about this?
>When it is to be published and by whom?

That's what Beth Meacham (Quinn's editor at Tor) told me. Oh boy!

Chuq Von Rospach
chuq@apple.com

------------------------------

Date: 30 Jul 90 17:25:22 GMT
From: MERRYF@brownvm.brown.edu (Marilyn Fenton)
Subject: Are these books worth reading?

I came across 2 sets of books this weekend at my parents' house and was
wondering if they are a good read.  They are: The Starfishers Trilogy by
Glen Cook and The Four Lords of the Diamond by Jack Chalker.  I mostly like
fantasy books (Pern, Earthsea, etc.) and would hate to start reading these
if they aren't worth it (I'm one of those people who would find it hard not
to finish the whole set once I started, even if they weren't my style).
Can someone give me an idea of their worth?  Thanks.

------------------------------

Date: 30 Jul 90 23:55:47 GMT
From: jbb@mvaxcs1.cse.nau.edu (Jon Bonnell)
Subject: Re: Reading the stuff

A good resource text for the books and stories to read in science fiction
would be David Kyle's A Pictorial History of Science Fiction.  The book
relates stories, magazines, and books for the last 100+ years of Science
Fiction (even before the term Science Fiction was coined).
 
David Kyle has also written a sequal to the book but I have not been able
to locate it yet as both books are out of print.  Your local public library
is liable to have at least one of the books.
 
A Pictorial History of Science Fiction by David Kyle is available from
Hamlyn Publishing Group Limited (c) 1976 and then was republished by Tiger
Books International, Ltd, London in 1986.  ISBN: 0 600 50294 5
 
I highly recommend this book if you can locate it.  It is full of
interesting and informative reading.
 
Jon Bonnell

------------------------------

Date: 31 Jul 90 17:56:04 GMT
From: Key_-_Sounds@cup.portal.com
Subject: 60's SF Novel about stealing the sun's energy

Hello,
   Back in the 1960's I read a science fiction novel (among many others!)
with the following plot:
   Young protagonist discovers plot by aliens from pluto to steal all the
sun's energy for themselves.  Much of the "action" takes place on Neptune.
The aliens have some sort of collector that sucks up the solar energy.
   Does this ring a bell with anyone? I'd love to find out either author or
title.

Thanks!

------------------------------

Date: 31 Jul 90 22:20:25 GMT
From: prine@image.lle.rochester.edu (Ron Prine)
Subject: need title

I need help finding a children's book related to the fantasy line.

This book had a coo-coo clock that when the coo-coo got stuck out wishes
would come true.  Scenes I remember are riding around on a vacuum cleaner,
drinking fountains that served drinks, a bubble bath that got carried away.
Over all a nice story, but I didn't read the ending and I can't remember
title or author.  Please help.

Ron Prine
prine@image.lle.rochester.edu

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Today's Topics:

     Television - Gerry Anderson (5 msgs) & Sci-Fi Channel (2 msgs) &
                  Friday the 13th & Star Trek (9 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 10 Jul 90 17:47:41 GMT
From: bob@castle.ed.ac.uk (Bob Gray)
Subject: Re: Gerry Anderson

davew@cis.ohio-state.edu writes:
>think Anderson had anything to do with this.  The last I heard, Anderson
>was making a new series called "Space Police", but I think only the pilot
>was made and the series never took off.  I don't know what he's

Correct. the pilot titled "Star Laws" was the only episode made.

>doing now, but I hope he doesn't remain inactive for long.  The Japanese
>really appreciate the man, and to this day models are still being made

Anyone in the UK who misses Anderson's Supermarionation features should be
watching Channel 4 on Friday nights for the "Creature Feature" series.

The adventures of Godzilla and Co. have more than a passing similarity to
"Thunderbirds" and "Stingray".

Bob

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jul 90 12:37:33 GMT
From: rmj@tcom.stc.co.uk (Rhodri James)
Subject: Re: Gerry Anderson

27000@aeclcr.BITNET (SIMMONS DONALD F) writes:
>Whatever happened to Gerry Anderson, of Space:1999, UFO, Thunderbirds etc.
>fame? Is he still alive? And if he his, has he ben up to anything
>recently?  I've liked just about everything of his that I have seen.

Well, in the early '80s he did Terradoobries, sorry, Terrahawks, which was
pretty awful. Since then, nothing but rumours and bits of special effects.
The last thing that I know he did was SFX for the musical "Return to the
Forbidden Planet". Excellent stuff, but since it's emulating SF B-movies,
the director had to figure out a nice way of asking him to make the stings
visible again!

BTW, "Return..." is great fun, and I would recommend it to anyone who can
get to London. Take mangled Shakespearian prose and Sixties rock, and a
healthy dose of enthusiasm and visual humour and shake well.

Rhodri
rmj@islay.tcom.stc.co.uk
...!mcvax!ukc!stc!rmj

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jul 90 12:41:10 GMT
From: sean1@stretch.cs.mun.ca (Sean Huxter)
Subject: Re: Gerry Anderson

27000@aeclcr.BITNET writes:
>Whatever happened to Gerry Anderson, of Space:1999, UFO, Thunderbirds etc.
>fame? Is he still alive? And if he his, has he ben up to anything
>recently?  I've liked just about everything of his that I have seen.

Another Anderson fan?  Great!  I am THE fan of Thunderbirds.

Anderson has done a few projects since Space 1999, none of which have taken
off like that series.  One was "Terrahawks", in which he tried to revive
his Supermarionation, but with one difference - the new puppets were
muppet-like, i.e.: the hand underneath, not as many strings.

The next show he tried to get off the ground was "Space Patrol", which was
to star Shane Rimmer (Voice of Scott Tracey, and many other Anderson
characters) and also starred a goodly number of puppets.  The status of
this show is unknown to me.

I have been looking and looking for Thunderbird episodes for a long time
now.  A friend on the net provided six.

You might not know of a Fanzine called "Supermarionation Is Go!" (SIG)
which is published in England. I don't know the address right off hand, but
if you E-mail me, I can provide it.  The mag is quite good.  I have several
back-issues I ordered through STAR TECH, which sells the occasional
Anderson item.  (I have a calender, a couple of magazines, and a
THUNDERBIRD 1 and Spectrum Pursuit Vehicle MINI-METAL which I ordered from
them.)

Through other sources, I have found models, as well, but I am still looking
for the THUNDERBIRD 2 and FAB 1 Pink Rolls Royce dinky.

Sean Huxter
P.O. Box 366
Springdale
NF, Canada
A0J 1T0
UUCP: {utai,utai,watmath}!garfield!sean1
INTERNET: sean1@garfield.mun.edu

------------------------------

Date: 13 Jul 90 14:46:28 GMT
From: KSTEELE@vm.epas.utoronto.ca (Ken Steele)
Subject: Re: SF-LOVERS Digest   V15 #262

I don't know about you, I used to LOVE Space:1999, and could never
understand why everyone around me hated it (but then, I was young and
foolish then).  Last night I watched a film version, cobbled together from
episodes, called "Destination: Moonbase Alpha," and it was genuinely PUTRID
indeed!  If they've selected the best of the series for theatrical release,
the series was not nearly so adequate as I remembered it.  The eagle
remains, however, my favourite spaceship of all time, I think (not
considering those of 2001).  I think Space:1999's problems were the most
major possible: lousy acting and even worse scriptwriting.  I have no
quarrel with the concept of the series, but each episode is literally FULL
of logical and scientific holes you could drive a transport truck through!
The model designers and special effects people were clearly the most
talented of the lot; pity they couldn't be put to work on something more
worthwhile.

Ken

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jul 90 10:51:04 GMT
From: ukc!kcl-cs!rhodes@mcsun.eu.net (Paul Rhodes)
Subject: Re: Gerry Anderson - recent work

rmj@htc2.UUCP (Rhodri James) writes:
>27000@aeclcr.BITNET (SIMMONS DONALD F) writes:
>>Whatever happened to Gerry Anderson, of Space:1999, UFO, Thunderbirds
>>etc.  fame? Is he still alive? And if he his, has he been up to anything
>>recently?
>
>Well, in the early '80s he did Terradoobries, sorry, Terrahawks, which was
>pretty awful. Since then, nothing but rumours and bits of Special Effects.

No, no, no. You've forgotten Dick Spanner. How could you miss out the best
thing Gerry ever produced?

In case you don't know, it was a spoof private eye cartoon, with solid
models (not puppets, more like Clangers or The Pogles or Magic Roundabout
or... but that's another story!) which was originally shown as part of
'Network 7', Channel 4's Yoof magazine programme (prop. Janet
Street-Porter)

It consisted of roughly 5-minute episodes, packed with awful puns. It also
forms the basis for a couple of Tennent's Pilsner ads (good, but not that
good).

Dick Spanner is available complete(?) on one tape from Channel 5 video.

In the UK, anyway.

Paul Rhodes

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jul 90 18:31:15 GMT
From: mmenning@digi.lonestar.org (Mike Menninger)
Subject: The Sci-fi Channel

I just read in the August '90 issue of Writer's Digest about the Sci-fi
Channel that will be available through basic cable in "early 1991".  Has
anyone else heard about this?

The article was mostly concerned about the related "Sci-fi Channel
Magazine" that will be available on newstands in the future.  The publisher
of the magazine is interested in queries for science fiction articles,
cartoons, fillers, etc.  Read the WD article for more info (including
address).

The Sci-fi Channel itself sounds great from what the article had to say.
Apparently Isaac Asimov is going to have his own show.  Should be
interesting.  I'd like to know what old series are going to be rerun
(certainly ST, but what about Space:1999?).

Just thought you'd like to know.

Marc R. Menninger
Plano, Texas

------------------------------

Date: 18 Jul 90 16:40:10 GMT
From: chuq@apple.com (Chuq Von Rospach)
Subject: Re: The Sci-fi Channel

mmenning@digi.lonestar.org (Mike Menninger) writes:
>I just read in the August '90 issue of Writer's Digest about the Sci-fi
>Channel that will be available through basic cable in "early 1991".  Has
>anyone else heard about this?

Yeah. Martin Greenberg (one of the folks helping to put it together) was at
Westercon and I had a chance to talk with him. He says the channel has 2
million confirmed subscribers and 2 million probable subscribers (verbal
but not written agreements). They need about 5 million to make it worth
starting up. He also said it looked likely that a major partner with a lot
of money is about to sign on which is the last thing they need to get
rolling.

Things are pretty much on track as far as he can tell.

>The Sci-fi Channel itself sounds great from what the article had to say.
>Apparently Isaac Asimov is going to have his own show.  Should be
>interesting.  I'd like to know what old series are going to be rerun
>(certainly ST, but what about Space:1999?).

It looks interesting. It will be a combination of re-run/syndicated shows.
Stuff that's in wide distribution (Star Trek, for instance) probably won't
end up on the channel, but things that aren't making a lot of money in
commercial syndication are good candidates (I'd expect, for instance, Quark
to show up).

How much original programming will be done will depend on who the major
partner is - if it's a studio with facilities, there will be more because
they'll be able to leverage on the studio.

From talking to him, it looks like it might fly and might even be a decent
channel. I'm a lot less sceptical now than I was when it was announced.

Chuq Von Rospach
chuq@apple.com

------------------------------

Date: 18 Jul 90 13:24:46 GMT
From: charles@crim.eecs.umich.edu (Charles Jacob Cohen)
Subject: Friday the 13th, the Series

I heard a rumor that the series has not been renewed for next fall.  Is
this true?

Chuck

------------------------------

Date: 13 Jul 90 14:46:28 GMT
From: KSTEELE@vm.epas.utoronto.ca (Ken Steele)
Subject: Re: Star Trek: TNG

As the discussion of TNG continues, I'm beginning to believe that the most
likely conclusion to the cliffhanger will be Shelby's sacrifice to save
Picard.  Certainly they won't consider replacing Riker with Shelby, the
interesting conflict is between the two of them, not between her and anyone
else.  And an entire season of Riker and Shelby in command of the
Enterprise might become a bit much, too.  Either we lose Riker or we lose
Shelby, (or we lose Picard), and my money's on Shelby right now.

Ken

------------------------------

Date: 13 Jul 90 15:49:19 GMT
From: mwhite@byson.mitre.org (Mike White)
Subject: Star Trek Cliffhanger

I agree that the ending is in little doubt: the super-phaser damages but
does not destroy the Borg ship, Picard regains his own identity in the
confusion, he's beamed back to the Enterprise, Bev de-borg-ifies him, and
the Borg go skulking off to lick their wounds and reboot. Yup, that's how
it will go down.

But what of Riker and his halting quest for command?  What of the New
Blond?  Well, how about this?: Picard is promoted to Admiral, Riker gets
command of the Enterprise, and then Picard makes the Enterprise his
flagship(!).  Ta Daa! This resolves all the plot questions, and leaves the
cast and the basic relationships intact.  Maybe the New Blond gets to be
first officer, or maybe it's Data, and she's second officer bucking for
God.  I'm pulling for Data; I like him a lot better.

------------------------------

Date: 13 Jul 90 02:25:31 GMT
From: cby@mother.Berkeley.EDU (Craig Yappert)
Subject: Re: Star Trek : TNG

hwt@.bnr.ca (Henry Troup) writes:
> In fact, it would seem trivial to modify a transporter to transpose
> matter into anitmatter at the receiving end - or to lock on to and
> transport out any number of vital components of the Borg ship.

Not wanting to get into the specifics of transporter technology I'll keep
this brief.

If you recall, the BORG are a have or composite culture. each drawing on
the strength and skills of ALL the others. In addition, they seem to have
asymbiotic relationship with the space ship. In order to disable the BORG
ship in this, they would have to transport the entire ship into very small
individual components.

Additionally, there is probably some limitation to the size or mass of an
object(s) that can be transported.

And lastly, the BORG learn fast and probably wouldn't let this continue for
very long.

Craig Yappert
cby@frame.com

------------------------------

Date: 15 Jul 90 05:18:00 GMT
From: LINDYK@vax2.concordia.ca
Subject: Re: SF-LOVERS Digest   V15 #262

   A couple of comments about ST:TNG.

   I disagree with Ted Ying when he says that getting rid of Tasha Yar
improved the show.  On the contrary, this character had the capacity to add
a new dimension to SF, namely the woman warrior. In some previous episodes,
we were given a few inklings into the past of this character.  There was
interesting potential therebut, unfortunately, she was written out.

   On the other hand, I agree with Ted concerning Riker.  Get rid of him
(for one thing, he cannot act) and Troy.  Troy is there to pander to those
who want a Playboy center foldout and thus has no reason being on the show.
She adds absolutely nothing to the show.

   Above all, please keep Picard.  Not only is he a fine actor (due to his
Shakesperean background) but he brings a human dimension to the show.  He
knows that he is fallible and this makes him a ``wise``person when
confronting the unkown, a quality that Riker lacks.

lindyk@vax2.concordia.ca

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jul 90 16:30:31 GMT
From: UCI183@uriacc.bitnet (Andy Patrizio)
Subject: Star trek: TNG

A question: The other day I was watching a repeat of ST:TNG, the one where
Worf 's long-lost brother returns to inform him of a claim that their dead
father was a traitor.

I won't bother with details, since I know many of you are familiar with it.
My question is this: Worf accepted a fate at the end, I forget what he
called it.  But the Klingon who acted as "Judge" approved of the measure.
In the end, a ring of Klingons surrounded him, and one by one, crossed
their arms and turned their backs on him.

Could someone explain this little rite to me?

Andy
UCI183@URIACC.BITNET

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jul 90 21:15:44 GMT
From: bill@eedsp.gatech.edu (Bill Berbenich)
Subject: Re: Star trek: TNG

UCI183@uriacc.BITNET (Andy Patrizio) writes:
>In the end, a ring of Klingons surrounded him, and one by one, crossed
>their arms and turned their backs on him.
>
>Could someone explain this little rite to me?

Please note that the following is my interpretation or "guess" as to what
transpired:

I believe that this ceremony served to ostracize Worf from the Klingon
people.  He is now "A man without a country," if you will.  Even his own
brother was forced to accept this.  Worf was officially 'dishonored' before
the Klingon people and as my personal interpretation goes, he now shoulders
the dishonor of his father and family solely upon himself.

Like Picard said, Worf's brother now has his life and honor intact so that
one day he can clear the family name.  Worf has his life but has suffered a
fate worse than death for Klingons - he has been dishonored.

Anyone else agree with my estimation?  I missed bits-and-pieces of the
entire episode so I had to put the puzzle together with less information.
The more I see of the Klingon people, the more I like and respect them; of
course it is all just_a_tale. ;-)

Bill Berbenich                          
Georgia Tech, Atlanta Georgia, 30332    
uucp: ...!{backbones}!gatech!eedsp!bill 
Internet: bill@eedsp.gatech.edu         

------------------------------

Date: 18 Jul 90 04:58:53 GMT
From: pepke@scri1.scri.fsu.edu (Eric Pepke)
Subject: Re: Star trek: TNG

bill@eedsp.eedsp.gatech.edu (Bill Berbenich) writes:
> Anyone else agree with my estimation?

Yes.  It was similar to the inhuman and barbaric practice of shunning, in
which certain Amish and Mennonites indulge and which even Quakers have been
known to do to their own people.  I have known people who were deeply hurt
and scarred by being shunned, and I appreciate the incredible destructive
power that it can have.

Considering that ST:TNG is just a superficial tv show, this was quite an
intense portrayal of the concept of courage.

Eric Pepke
Supercomputer Computations Research Institute 
Florida State University                      
Tallahassee, FL 32306-4052                    
BITNET:   pepke@fsu
INTERNET: pepke@gw.scri.fsu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 1 Aug 90 14:25:38 GMT
From: rtravsky@outlaw.uwyo.edu (Richard W Travsky)
Subject: Klingon Dentistry

One thing that seems to strike me about ST:TNG is that Klingons have bad
teeth.  Having seen a number of them wander through the show I feel this is
a reasonable sample upon which to base the observation.  I don't know why
this is.  Then look at Worf.  Good teeth ( of course he doesn't smile
much).  I suppose this just points out the superior benefits package
offered by Star Fleet.

------------------------------

Date: 1 Aug 90 17:45:22 GMT
From: C38871CF@wuvmd.bitnet ("Charles H. Franklin")
Subject: ST-TNG Program Guide

The first several episodes of ST-TNG seemed so bad to me that I quit
watching. Recently, I saw an episode which was very good, and have started
watching again. There is a vast improvement over the initial episodes that
I saw.

Now I want to know what I've missed. One of the local stations is begining
with episode 1 next week and I've decided that even though I didn't care
for the first season, it's time to collect all the episodes on tape.

Is there a guide to the episodes of the series so far? I'd be happy for a
simple list of episodes in order, though a synopsis would be nice if it
exists.

thanks

Charles Franklin
Washington University 
C38871CF@WUVMD.Bitnet

[Moderator's Note:  An episode guide is currently being written and should
be in the archives in about a week or so.  It will be complete up to the
end of the third season and will be updated again in the fall as new
episodes are aired.]

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Today's Topics:

		 Films - Silent Running (5 msgs) & Ghost &
                         Star Wars & Arachnophobia &
                         Dreamscape

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 10 Jul 90 17:01:01 GMT
From: kleinj@jacobs.cs.orst.edu (Justin the Blue)
Subject: Silent Running

Not too long ago, a good friend brought over her taped copy of the movie
"Silent Running."  I watched it, transfixed: I had forgotten how much I
really enjoyed that movie.

There were some very glaring technical silliness (as many of you who
remember the movie are no doubt aware).  Didn't dampen my enthusiasm for
the story or the movie one bit.

This is half discussion fodder, half net.request, to wit:
I have found that I am VERY fascinated by the design of the space
freighters in the movie.  The annoying aspect of the views are that the sfx
masters were so bent on making the spaceship shots seem real that the
lighting did not reveal all the lines of the vessels, at least not clear
enough for me to make a drawing of them with any confidence.

I found the frieghters to be very believable as spaceships.  I also
understand that the Valley Forge interior scenes were filmed aboard a
mothballed US Navy ship.  Would anybody remember which one that would be?

Primarily I am looking for any source for a reasonably readable sketch or
blueprint (or something in this class) that would detail the lines and plan
of the Valley Forge class, and for a reference that I could prove to a
friend that the drones were in fact little people in robot suits and not
remotely controlled mechanisms (I am not convinced that technology could
supply such a thing to Hollywood in that day except for a price that would
be impossible to pay).

Also I am looking for information (Author, publisher, ISBN, etc)
referencing the novel adaptation of the movie so I could order it through a
used book shop.  I am really keen to read the book now that I've decided
the movie is one of my favorites.

And if anyone would care to speculate on the world that is suggested by the
movie (interplanetary as well as planetary) I would be more than interested
to know what others have guessed.  I have my own ideas.

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jul 90 01:02:20 GMT
From: mjhammel@kepler.dell.com (Michael J. Hammel)
Subject: Re: Silent Running

kleinj@jacobs.cs.orst.edu writes:
[...stuff deleted...] 
> Primarily I am looking for any source for a reasonably readable sketch or
> blueprint (or something in this class) that would detail the lines and
> plan of the Valley Forge class, and for a reference that I could prove to
> a friend that the drones were in fact little people in robot suits and
> not remotely controlled mechanisms (I am not convinced that technology
> could supply such a thing to Hollywood in that day except for a price
> that would be impossible to pay).

I believe there is a Book of the Year or Book of Science and the Future or
some such thing from Britannica that came out after the movie that had
pictures on this.  I'm afraid the copy I had is at my parents' house and
calling them and asking them to look would be fruitless (they'd have *no*
idea what I was talking about).  The reference had pictures of how the
mattes were made for the exploding domes after they were released.  It also
showed that the drones were double amputees, I believe.

> And if anyone would care to speculate on the world that is suggested by
> the movie (interplanetary as well as planetary) I would be more than
> interested to know what others have guessed.  I have my own ideas.

The world suggested by the movie was the Earth, no?  Or was there a
reference to another world somewhere.  It's been quite some time since I've
seen the movie.

Michael J. Hammel
Dell Computer Corp.      
mjhammel@{Kepler|socrates}.dell.com
zzham@ttuvm1.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jul 90 21:45:59 GMT
From: kleinj@nyssa.cs.orst.edu (Justin the Blue)
Subject: Re: Silent Running

Actually, the term "world" as used in my earlier posting was more of a
generic.

Yes, indeed, the "world" concerned was Earth but, I'm also curious about
the general universes that these men lived in.  Here they are, out around
the orbit of Saturn, tending the very last forests and wildlife of the
planet.  The Valley Forge type frieghters look pretty durable, and pretty
all purpose.

The American Airlines Space Frieghter line, IMO, didn't build the ships
just to hold garden-filled domes about the orbit of Saturn.  Anderson, the
project leader, said in the transmission ordering destruction of the domes,
"...and return our ships to commerical services."  My mind simply boggles
at what the ordinary trade routes and ports of call must be.

The young woman who brought us the tape and I have had much discussion over
what those points might be.  We figure the humanity resident in Sol system
is still an interplanetary (not interstellar. Those ships, which may be
representative of the current technology of the milieu, certainly aren't
translight) one.  I was interested in, of those who saw the movie and liked
it, what you may think about the universe these people live in.

Still looking for movie-novelization info for this one (Author, ISBN,
publisher).  Anbody?

------------------------------

Date: 13 Jul 90 17:57:39 GMT
From: davidl@leonardo.intel.com (David D. Levine)
Subject: Re: Silent Running

> I found the frieghters to be very believable as spaceships.  I also
> understand that the Valley Forge interior scenes were filmed aboard a
> mothballed US Navy ship.  Would anybody remember which one that owuld be?

You'll kick yourself... it was the USS Valley Forge.

> Primarily I am looking for any source for a reasonably readable sketch or
> blueprint (or something in this class) that would detail the lines and
> plan of the Valley Forge class, and for a reference that I could prove to
> a friend that the drones were in fact little people in robot suits and
> not remotely controlled mechanisms.

Try Starlog magazine.  The people that do SF blueprints often had small ads
in the back, way back when I used to subscribe.  I believe a back issue of
Starlog had an extensive article on Silent Running as well.

Silent Running is one of my favorite films of all time.  It's also notable
for the soundtrack, composed by Peter Shickele (P.D.Q. Bach) and with two
songs sung by Joan Baez.  The soundtrack album was pressed in transparent
green vinyl!

David D. Levine
Intel IMSO Tech Pubs
davidl@leonardo.intel.com

------------------------------

Date: 16 Jul 90 19:01:26 GMT
From: m.WS0983@rutgers.edu
Subject: Re: Silent Running

kleinj@jacobs.cs.orst.edu (Justin the Blue) writes:
> Primarily I am looking for any source for a reasonably readable sketch or
> blueprint (or something in this class) that would detail the lines and
> plan of the Valley Forge class, and for a reference that I could prove to
> a friend that the drones were in fact little people in robot suits and
> not remotely controlled mechanisms (I am not convinced that technology
> could supply such a thing to Hollywood in that day except for a price
> that would be impossible to pay).

Well, I don't know about blueprints, but I can give you the PERFECT
reference to convince your friend that the drones (as they were referred to
in the film) are played by multiple amputees.  Check out issue #8 of
Cinefex magazine.  Half of that issue is devoted to the FX used in the
filming of _SILENT_RUNNING_.  There are some excellent pictures on pages 56
and 57 of double amputee Mark Persons inside one of the drone rigs.

> Also I am looking for information (Author, publisher, ISBN, etc)
> referencing the novel adaptation of the movie so I could order it through
> a used book shop.  I am really keen to read the book now that I've
> decided the movie is one of my favorites.

The novelization (published in paperback only) is _SILENT_RUNNING_ by
Harlan Thompson (based on the screenplay by Mike Cimino, Deric Washburn,
and Steven Bochco), published by Scholastic Book Services, 1st (and only)
printing) September 1972.  There is no ISBN number, but the SBS number is
TK2227.  I bought my copy as a Junior in high school so good luck finding a
used one.  You'll need it!

Mark F. Cook
User Interface Technical Support
Hewlett-Packard
Interface Technology Operation
1000 NE Circle Blvd.
Corvallis, OR 97330
ARPA: markc%hpcvss@hplabs.HP.COM
UUCP: {cmcl2, harpo, hplabs, rice, tektronix}!hp-pcd!hpcvss!markc

------------------------------

Date: 18 Jul 90 12:29:45 GMT
From: leeper@cbnewsj.att.com (Mark R. Leeper)
Subject: GHOST

				   GHOST
		      A film review by Mark R. Leeper

	  Capsule review:  Patrick Swayze as a yuppie sort of
     ghost trying to save the life of his girlfriend (Demi Moore)
     with the help of a not-so-fake medium (Whoopi Goldberg).
     This is a slick film with a few nice moments, but not a great
     ghost story.  Rating: +1.

   Things were going really well for Sam Wheat (played by Patrick Swayze).
He had a great new yuppie apartment reclaimed from a really ugly building.
He had a live-in roommate who would have looked like Demi Moore if she
would only have let her hair grow a little.  She is Molly Jensen (played by
Demi Moore).  He had a high-paying job as some sort of funds executive at a
major bank.  His only problem was that he had a stupid name like "Sam
Wheat."  Then it all sours when he is killed by a hood on the street and
has to get used to being dead.  You know, it is not all pranks and chains
being a ghost.  First of all, there are very few people who can hear ghosts
and who want to admit they can hear ghosts.  Then you have a really hard
time interacting with matter.  Generally you go right through matter:
walls, tables, doors, subway trains ... it makes no difference.  Floors
seem to stop you but, hey, who wants to invest in a film about a dead bank
executive falling to the center of the Earth, right?  Anyway, there is more
to Wheat's killing than meets the eye and his ghost wants to find out what
it is.  His first big break is finding a kooky spiritualist medium who
thinks she is a fake until she starts hearing the voice of one real ghost.
Oda Mae Brown (played by Whoopi Goldberg) wants nothing to do with Sam and
her newly found powers.

   Bruce Joel Rubin's script in the hands of Jerry Zucker (who co-wrote
KENTUCKY FRIED MOVIE and co-directed AIRPLANE! and THE NAKED GUN) has some
nice shifts in mood.  These shifts from somber to funny have been
criticized by some critics, but given the subject matter are not
unbelievable until the last five minutes or so.  The ending is saccharine,
not unexpectedly, but up to that point the film's tone follows Wheat's
emotions at being dead and, let's face it, finding yourself dead is one of
life's more difficult moments.  Zucker did not have many somber moments in
his previous films but he handles them well.  There is also a nice erotic
scene with clay sculpture.  There is another love scene that might have
broken new ground for a major release film had Zucker not copped out (much
to the indignation of the audience).  There is also a rather unexpected and
nice scene involving a grungy subway rider.

   GHOST is not really very good as a ghost story.  There is maybe one
decent chilling scene in the film.  Next to LADY IN WHITE or THE UNINVITED
it pales considerably.  But it is reasonable as a slick Hollywood
production with (of course) effects by Industrial Light and Magic.  I rate
it a +1 on the -4 to +4 scale.

Mark R. Leeper
att!mtgzx!leeper
leeper@mtgzx.att.com

------------------------------

Date: 13 Jul 90 14:46:28 GMT
From: KSTEELE@vm.epas.utoronto.ca (Ken Steele)
Subject: Star Wars

Say, have you noticed the back cover of this month's Starlog (I don't buy
them, but I flip through them at Coles)?  The Official Star Wars Fan Club
(run by Lucasfilm) is starting rumours about the production of the next
trilogy!  This is obviously far from fact, but it does start the nostalgia
glands working.  The mythological basis of the SW movies have kept them
current longer than the ST movies, and while they do suffer a little from
repeated viewing, I still find them entertaining.  I have my fingers
crossed he does the other six as well.

Ken

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jul 90 12:40:30 GMT
From: leeper@cbnewsj.att.com (Mark R. Leeper)
Subject: ARACHNOPHOBIA

			       ARACHNOPHOBIA
		      A film review by Mark R. Leeper

	  Capsule review:  This film has a plot that has been done
     to death in the past and occasionally better.  Still, my
     spider sense tells me that it may do well with a new
     generation of viewers  who may not be so familiar with its
     predecessors.  Rating: +1.

   One tends to expect new ideas in films from Steven Spielberg's Amblin
Entertainment.  And with Disney Enterprises starting a new film branch,
Hollywood Pictures, you would expect something fairly original to
inaugurate the new label.  That makes it all the more puzzling that this
collaboration between Amblin Entertainment and Hollywood Pictures would be
a plot that was already old when Spielberg made CLOSE ENCOUNTERS OF THE
THIRD KIND .  There have already been so many "Invasion of the Killer
Vermin" films that one more is no novelty.  In other films we have seen
people threatened by infestations of spiders, ants, birds, slugs, rats,
bats, feral dogs, bears, even frogs.  (Don't ask me how you make a threat
out of a frog; I saw the film and still don't know.  You have to be pretty
desperate for phobias to make a film about killer frogs!)  However well a
new film of this type is done, and ARACHNOPHOBIA was nicely executed, there
is not much new you can put into a film about a small town threatened by an
infestation of deadly spiders.

   The idea of the film is that there is a prehistoric breed of spider, 
one with a very different social structure from what modern spiders have, 
living isolated in the jungles of Venezuela.  This breed of spider has a
"king" and a bunch of drones, much like bees have with a queen and drones.
That is something of a stretch since spiders are much more closely related
to sea crustaceans than they are to insects.  A plot device that could have
been devised by Rube Goldberg takes the king spider and drops him (quite
literally) into the backyard of a new doctor in a small California town.
Dr.~Ross Jennings (played by Jeff Daniels) has a bugaboo about spiders and
the fact that he has a barn full of them is only one of the many problems
he is facing as a result of moving to Canaima, California, from San
Francisco.  There are, in fact, many elements of the plot that executive
producer Steven Spielberg might have found extremely familiar.  We have one
lone man, who is not really accepted by his town, who has to convince
disbelieving officials that they have a problem.  He has his own phobias to
overcome, but the love of his family, charmingly portrayed, convinces him
that he has to overcome his fears and see that the problem gets solved.
Luckily he has a knowledgeable expert he can call on to help him out and to
explain to the audience how scary the situation really is.  Surely all this
must have rung a bell somewhere in Spielberg's memory.

   What is nice about the film is that it takes the time to develop
characters so that the audience has some understanding and empathy invested
in them.  That too makes the film seem as if it were really a 1970s film.
The viewer gets to know the people who are threatened by the spiders, not
as well as you get to know the Brodie family in JAWS, but far better than
you know anyone in most current horror films.  Nobody follows the new
popular formula of being introduced and making vacuous or stereotyped
conversation, then being quickly dispatched to nobody's regret.

   The effects work usually is believable, though occasionally a spider
just does not scramble right.  A fair number of live spiders were also used
and unfortunately the film bears no endorsement of the filming practices by
any humane society.

   ARACHNOPHOBIA is entertaining and has some genuinely creepy moments, but
lacks anything that really distinguishes it from other films with very
similar plots and approaches.  I give it a +1 on the -4 to +4 scale.

Mark R. Leeper
att!mtgzx!leeper
leeper@mtgzx.att.com

------------------------------

Date: 1 Aug 90 12:02:20 GMT
From: tub!tubopal!ripley@pyramid.com (Hans-Ch. Eckert)
Subject: Dreamscape (movie)

Recently I have seen a movie called Dreamscape. Has anybody else seen it ?
Any opinions ? (As I remember the film was made in the early 80s.)

Hans-Christian Eckert
D-1000 Berlin 30
Regensburger Str. 2
ripley@tubopal.UUCP
ripley@opal.cs.tu-berlin.de
...!unido!tub!opal!ripley 
...!pyramid!tub!opal!ripley
ripley%tubopal@DB0TUI11.BITNET 
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Today's Topics:

	   Books - Anthony & Asimov & Bear & Chalker (3 msgs) &
                   Clarke & Eshbach & Farmer & Robinson (2 msgs) &
                   Rohan

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 3 Aug 90 20:12:14 GMT
From: jbb@mvaxcs1.cse.nau.edu (Jon Bonnell)
Subject: Re: A Spell for Chameleon, etc.

Speaking of Anthony and all his books some of you will be happy to note,
and others not so happy, that he is coming out with more Xanth books and
will be working together with Warped Graphics to produce the novel in comic
book form BEFORE the novel is released in book form.
 
Jon Bonnell

------------------------------

Date: 1 Aug 90 21:54:34 GMT
From: rclark@lpl.arizona.edu (Richard Clark x4971)
Subject: Foundation chronology etc (longish)

Regarding Asimov's attempted Robots-Foundation unification:

When I first saw the list in the author's note in Prelude to Foundation I
was bothered by the sequence of the three Empire books. I have a paperback
copy of PtF, not a hardback first edition or anything like that, which
lists them in the same order as quoted above. So presumably this is the way
Dr. Asimov wants them.
 
While the absolute chronology is not well defined (or critical to the
enjoyment of the stories assuming we read them at a young enough age) it is
still obvious that he has Stars_Like_Dust and Currents reversed so that
they should be:
 
   robot stuff
   Stars Like Dust
   Currents of Space
   Pebble in the Sky
   Prelude to Foundation
   Foundation Trilogy
   Foundation: the next generation stuff
 
In the new Foundation stories he has dramaticly compressed the time scale
for the prehistory, formation, and fall of the Empire from the original
~100k yr to only ~25k yr.
 
For the original Foundation stories I recall either 93k or 98k years in the
future. I have no idea where I got this number. (Has anybody out there read
them more recently than me?) Somewhere in Foundation human origins are
being discussed and Sol III is one of about four candidates that a then
ancient study considered. (Was it the Arvardan work mentioned in Pebble?)
But nobody really cared and it was generally considered an insoluble
problem. I don't recall any mention of radioactivity. In the very opening
quote from the Encyclopedia Galactica for Hari Seldon it is given that
12069 GE = 1 FE.
 
As for sequencing the three Empire novels: the political state in the
Galaxy fairly unambiguously places Stars_Like_Dust well before the other 2.
The Galaxy is pretty chaotic; certainly there are no superpowers anywhere
near Earth. If any local kingdom should be powerful enough to threaten more
than 3 or 4 of its neighbors a shortlived alliance will arise to put it
down. I don't think Trantor is even mentioned in the book. Earth is still
remembered as the home world and gets a little respect for that reason but
is of little political or economic significance. The surface of Earth is
very radioactive. (Presumably because of WWIII rather than a Spacer Plot) I
recall 9k yrs in the future as its epoch but don't ask me for references.
 
In Currents_of_Space it is given that the Trantorian Empire controls at
least 1/3 of the galaxy and growing VERY rapidly, primarily by means other
than direct conquest. The independent 2/3 of the galaxy is fragmented and
very unlikely to spawn an alliance powerful enough to threaten Trantor's
continued growth. It is expected that Trantor will proclaim itself to be
the galactic empire Real Soon Now. Earth is already in the Trantorian
empire. It is no longer recognized as the homeworld although it still
openly claims the title. Its surface is radioactive, which often drives its
inhabitants to become spatio-analysts. My ancient unreferenced memories do
not include a date for this story but has to be ~1000 years before Pebble.
 
In Pebble_in_the_Sky the date is given as 827 GE. Trantor reigns over more
than half the galaxy and the growth rate is still rapid. Bel Arvardan is an
archaeologist studying the origin of humanity. Several planets besides
Earth claim to be it. There was considerable paranoia about discussing
Earth's past with outsiders. It is radioactive and habitable areas are
fairly small and isolated. I attach a date of 72-75k to it although this
could simply have been splitting the range "fifty thousand, a hundred, I
can't say" which was the only actual quote I could find in any of the books
while recently reskimming them.
 
The 'confidence flags' carried with memories of the dates for Foundation
and SLD suggest that they are specific numbers, not simply the mid points
of some much wider interval. My confidence for the Pebble date is that it
is considerably better than the 50-100 quote but still not a precise
figure. The Foundation and Pebble dates are reasonably consistant and since
(F-P) .ne. (12069 - 827) they are independently derived.
 
As I said, these numbers are part of my personal myths from the dawn of
history.  I'd like to think that they came from a careful reading between
the lines of the stories, or even between stories.  Or possibly from some
'How I wrote the Foundation Trilogy' article somewhere. But I must admit
that other possibilities include vague cover blurbs and an older brother
who may have simply rattled off something to shut me up.
 
Has anybody else managed to convince themselves that they have a chronology
for Asimov's universe? I actually don't think Asimov ever worked out all
that tight an outline, at least not until he started trying to unify it
all.

And is anybody else as irritated as I am about how he has screwed around
the chronology in his Foundation: the Next Generation books? All digital
records from or relating to early history have decayed. How long will
current optical disks last? Presumably by the fall of Spacer society we
will have something more durable. And Daneel & Co scouring the galaxy's
libraries for every history text, journal, historical novel, book review,
personal diary ... EVERYTHING, counting on age and decay to take care of
anything they missed (what happened to redundancy coding while stuff was
being copied?). My goodness, they ARE good aren't they! 20k years just
isn't long enough to forget which is the homeworld, let alone that there
even WAS a homeworld. I want at least some of those 70k years put back in.
 
(Sorry, I thought I could get through this without doing that.)
 
And speaking of the dawn of history, were any of the original Foundation
stories ever published IN BOOK FORM under other titles? The ones I recall
seeing were in a used bookstore in Norman Ok (can't recall the name of the
store but it was the one on Main next to Down_Memory_Lane) back about '75.
They were standard size paperbacks, not the original magazines. The titles
were something like:
 
   The Thousand Year Plan
   The Man Who Changed the Future
 
The first one being Foundation and the secone one Foundation_and_Empire
(possibly only the second half, dealing with the Mule) They weren't marked
as being rare or collectibles (my budget wouldn't allow that sort of thing
anyway) and I REALLY hate it when books are reprinted under different
titles and since I already had all the Foundation books... Anyway, ever
since about the time I got back home I've wondered how many IQ points I
lost that afternoon for passing up what may have been a unique item. To
this day I have never found anyone else who has seen or heard of these
versions.
 
rclark@lpl.arizona.edu

------------------------------

Date: 2 Aug 90 23:09:00 GMT
From: bilbo.OsbuSouth@xerox.com
Subject: Re: SF-LOVERS Digest  V15 #278

>I'm a Greg Bear fan but I absolutely HATED Forge of God.  To me the book
>failed utterly as far as suspension of disbelief.  I still do not
>understand why the (bad guy) aliens had to employ all the bluffing and
>misdirection when they were possesed of utterly overwhelming power.  (Do
>you bother to bluff an insect before you step on it?)

I guess liking a book is a matter of taste but I don't agree on your point.
While the aliens may have been immensely powerful, so are human beings.
And if you know your planet is slated for demolition, it would be quite a
motivator.  I don't think Bear portrayed the aliens as omnipotent, highly
advanced maybe, but not all powerful.  On top of that, what I picked up was
that these were intelligent machines who had also learned over a period of
time to run a lot of deception to fight off the "good guy" aliens.

My only complaint about the book is the same one lodged by Frank Mayhar,
the ending was obviously tacked on to keep the story from being too
"depressing" and came across forced.  But for sheer power in prose, my
money's still with FoG.

MKB

------------------------------

Date: 31 Jul 90 01:42:06 GMT
From: dweingar@ic.sunysb.edu (David Weingart)
Subject: Re: Are these books worth reading?

MERRYF@BROWNVM.BROWN.EDU (Marilyn Fenton) writes:
>I came across 2 sets of books this weekend at my parents' house and was
>wondering if they are a good read.  They are: The Starfishers Trilogy by
>Glen Cook and The Four Lords of the Diamond by Jack Chalker.  I mostly
>like fantasy books (Pern, Earthsea, etc.) and would hate to start reading
>these if they aren't worth it (I'm one of those people who would find it
>hard not to finish the whole set once I started, even if they weren't my
>style).  Can someone give me an idea of their worth?  Thanks.

I can't answer for the Glen Cook, but the Chalker is pretty much standard
Chalker fare...body shifting, mind swapping, bizarro planets, and heroes
who I personally would just as soon see drop dead.  I mean, thanks, Jack
but we've seen it before, and before that, too.

David Weingart
dweingar@ic.sunysb.edu

------------------------------

Date: 31 Jul 90 20:35:07 GMT
From: jbb@mvaxcs1.cse.nau.edu (Jon Bonnell)
Subject: Jack Chalker Books (was Re: Are these books worth reading?)

dweingar@ic.sunysb.edu (David Weingart) writes:
>MERRYF@BROWNVM.BROWN.EDU (Marilyn Fenton) writes:
>>I came across 2 sets of books this weekend at my parents' house and was
>>wondering if they are a good read.  They are: The Starfishers Trilogy by
>>Glen Cook and The Four Lords of the Diamond by Jack Chalker.  I mostly
>>like fantasy books (Pern, Earthsea, etc.) and would hate to start reading
>>these if they aren't worth it (I'm one of those people who would find it
>>hard not to finish the whole set once I started, even if they weren't my
>>style).  Can someone give me an idea of their worth?  Thanks.
>
>I can't answer for the Glen Cook, but the Chalker is pretty much standard
>Chalker fare...body shifting, mind swapping, bizarro planets, and heroes
>who I personally would just as soon see drop dead.  I mean, thanks, Jack
>but we've seen it before, and before that, too.

I will agree that Chalker has a way of writing the same mind switching,
body changing, break the main character as far as he/she will go, books for
some time now but the Four Lords of the Diamond series was the start to all
that (Or pretty close, I believe Downtiming the Nightside was actually his
first in that step [which I highly recommend]).
 
Four Lords of the Diamonds is a must read if you want to read some of Jack
Chalkers works.
 
More on Chalker:
   Well World Series
   Four Lords of the Diamond Series
   Dancing Gods Trilogy
   Downtiming the Nightside
   And the Devil will Drag you Under
   The Messiah Choice
 
Take a look at some of these.
 
Jon Bonnell

------------------------------

Date: 1 Aug 90 22:12:27 GMT
From: dweingar@ic.sunysb.edu (David Weingart)
Subject: Re: Jack Chalker Books (was Re: Are these books worth reading?)

jbb@mvaxcs1.cse.nau.edu (Jon Bonnell) writes:
>I will agree that Chalker has a way of writing the same mind switching,
>body changing, break the main character as far as he/she will go, books
>for some time now but the Four Lords of the Diamond series was the start
>to all that (Or pretty close, I believe Downtiming the Nightside was
>actually his first in that step [which I highly recommend]).

Not really.  It was all through the "Hell of Holes" books, and those
preceeded the "Diamond" bboks, I believe, certainly "Midnight at" did.  But
even before that, you can go back to "Web of the Chozen" and it's all
pretty much there.  A few new elements were added in "A War of Shadows"
(which is, IMHO, his best book, followed closely by the first "Dancing
Gods" book).  After that, it was all a generic mishmash.

David Weingart
dweingar@ic.sunysb.edu

------------------------------

Date: 4 Aug 90 21:40:25 GMT
From: bgsuvax!bgsu-stu!sduncan@tut.cis.ohio-state.edu (sean duncan)
Subject: 3001

I read 2061: Odyssey Three by Arthur C. Clarke (who else?) when it first
came out and was thoroughly disappointed.  Plain and simple, it just
wrapped up loose ends from the second book, loose ends I wouldn't have ever
noticed if he hadn't pointed them out.  However, I had the feeling when
reading it that it was also a set-up novel, i.e. it was a bridge novel
between the huge events of 2001/2010 and another book (if you remember the
epilogue, entitled 3001, it would be hard to think otherwise.)

My question is: Is ACC working on a "3001?" or has he mentioned anything
about it in interviews?  He seems to have his work cut out for him lately
with this Rama series and maybe he hasn't even bothered to think about it
yet, but I think it would be fantastic; the whole premise seems to be that
Hal, Dave and Floyd are starting the next step in human evolution in the
year 3001.  However, isn't Clarke in failing health (if he's even still
kicking, I haven't heard anything about him for ages) and if he was even up
to writing it I hope he doesn't use Gentry Lee as a collaborator (I really
don't care for his additions to Clarkes work , IMHO of course).

Anyway, just curious.

Sean
sduncan@barney.bgsu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 4 Aug 90 03:09:00 GMT
From: CL310104@ulkyvx.bitnet
Subject: Lloyd Arthur Eshbach:Gates of Lucifer

Has anyone read _The Land Beyond the Gate_ by Lloyd Arthur Eshbach?  Any
comments on quality?  Should I read it?

Thanks.

Mike

------------------------------

Date: 2 Aug 90 17:31:02 GMT
From: BAE101@psuvm.psu.edu (Lemming)
Subject: Re: PJ Farmer

Did Farmer ever continue the World of Tiers series?  The last one I read
was The Lavalite World.

I liked that series an awful lot.  Riverworld was ok, but not great.
Dayworld is pretty yukky.

Alex Elliott
BAE101@PSUVM.BITNET

------------------------------

Date: 2 Aug 90 13:17:31 GMT
From: K42@dhdurz1.bitnet (Monika Best)
Subject: Spider Robinson

In his short story "Involuntary Man's Laughter" Spider Robinson says that
the Doc wins the Punday competition "with about the same consistency with
which Mr. T wins arguments". Now I've got an idea who Mr. T might be
(someone who wins all the arguments he has with his jogging partner whose
name starts with an A...) but it seems a little far-fetched. So, any ideas?
(I might be missing something obvious since I'm not American.)

Moni

------------------------------

Date: 2 Aug 90 23:11:11 GMT
From: chuq@apple.com (Smile when you say that)
Subject: Re: Spider Robinson

K42@dhdurz1.BITNET (Monika Best) writes:
>that the Doc wins the Punday competition "with about the same consistency
>with which Mr. T wins arguments". Now I've got an idea who Mr. T might be
>far-fetched. So, any ideas?

The wonderful problem of writing faddish or topical in-jokes into fiction.

Mr. T was an American television personality for a while. He starred in
that glorious series "The A Team". His primary attributes were that he was
(a) huge, (b) black, (c) wore a nasty mohawk, (d) more gold than most
people can carry, and (e) carried an amazingly macho attitude. He started
out as a bouncer in a bar, was hired by Sylvester Stallone to be the nasty
person in one of the Rocky sequels, and took his "bad attitude" to the bank
for a while.

After his 22 months, he sunk back into obscurity again. 

Chuq Von Rospach
chuq@apple.com

------------------------------

Date: 3 Aug 90 22:35:42 GMT
From: Chris.Holt@newcastle.ac.uk (Chris Holt)
Subject: Chasing the Morning, by Michael Scott Rohan

Having just read the book Chasing the Morning (Chase?) by Michael Scott
Rohan, and probably misspelled his name, I thought I'd recommend it.  Not
as good as the Anvil of Ice, Forge of Forest, and Hammer of Sun trilogy;
but worth looking at.

   Pluses: user-friendly setting up of modern man in historical/fantastical
           environment.

           good use of voodoo-related mythology (at least, it *feels*
           accurate).

           fast pacing, lots of action.

   Minuses:characterizations seemed shallower than I expected (perhaps I
           wanted too many or too much) 

           excessive moralizing; it felt as though he'd had an overdose
           of yuppies, and this was his way of telling them to grow up

Overall, good, and worth reading, but not great; one feels he should have
done better.  I'd put it at about 50 in my list of books to read, if I
hadn't read it already (but then, the list is very long, and only my faulty
memory prevents it getting longer :-( :-).

Chris.Holt@newcastle.ac.uk

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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SF-LOVERS Digest            Monday, 6 Aug 1990        Volume 15 : Issue 285

Today's Topics:

	     Books - Eddings (2 msgs) & Saberhagen (4 msgs) &
                     Sheckley (3 msgs) & Shupp (2 msgs) &
                     Simak & Stith & Zelazny & 
                     Request Answers (3 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 3 Aug 90 00:03:57 GMT
From: chen145@canterbury.ac.nz
Subject: Re: Religion in Belgariad/Malloreon

michael@astro.Princeton.EDU (Michael Woodhams) writes:
> Is it my imagination/wishful thinking, or is Eddings generally hostile to
> religion? I remember that there were several derogatory statements made
> about religious fanatics by major characters. (E.g., from memory only,
> Belgarath talks about how the Marags were cannibals because of
> mis-reading part of their holy book, with disparaging remarks about being
> to fanatical about religion.) Of the three religions that seem to
> actually have adherents, the Grolims, the Bear Cult and demon worship are
> portrayed very negatively, and the Ulgo's worship of Ul seems very
> stifling and monastic.

The force of Eddings scorn is only directed towards those characters who
follow too closely the words of their holy books having no regard for the
spirit they were meant to instill (i.e. The Marags). After all, unless the
book was actually writen and explained by the god, how can anyone be sure
there are no errors/mis-interpretations. Anyway, this particular habit of
the Marags was necessary to provide a vehicle for critisim of the greed
which drives the Tolnedrans.
 
> It is notable that almost all the societies in the world seem to run very
> well with little or no religion. The Tolnedrans, Mimbrates and Nyssians
> all have a god, but very few people pay more than lip-service to them.
> The Angeraks and Alorns are both hampered by their religion, and Sendaria
> doesn't have a god at all.

The Sendars, it should be remembered are a conglomeration of Alorns and the
remnants of the Wacite Arends, and thus do actually have Gods.

Most characters do show reverence for their gods but do not let it dominate
their every waking moment. IMHO the books do not attack/show hostility
towards religon, only towards fanatisim. The Bear Cult does however show a
remarkable similarity to the so called "Moral Majority" or Religious Right
in the US :-)

As for the sorcerers, their attitude towards Aldur is the way he wants it.
Unlike Torak in particular, Aldur does not crave the fawning and groveling
of his followers. 

Andrew Fletcher                      
Department of Chem. & Process Eng.
University of Canterbury
Christchurch, N.Z.
A.Fletcher%canterbury.ac.nz

------------------------------

Date: 3 Aug 90 14:47:33 GMTF
rom: hennebry@plains.nodak.edu (Michael J. Hennebry)
Subject: Re: Religion in Belgariad/Malloreon

michael@astro.Princeton.EDU (Michael Woodhams) writes:
>only, Belgarath talks about how the Marags were cannibals because of
>mis-reading part of their holy book, with disparaging remarks about being
>to fanatical about religion.) Of the three religions that seem

Belgarath mentioned the cannibalism, but I don't recall a related comment
on fanaticism. He didn't even put in a bad word about cannibalism. The
Marags did not murder folks in order to eat them. If they did it would have
been worthy of mention.

I don't know why Mara or even Nedra did not protect the Marags from the
Tolnedrans.  What I'd really like to know is why, Tabia, the Mother of the
Race That Died, would go to live with Mara.

>worship are portrayed very negatively, and the Ulgo's worship of Ul seems
>very stifling and monastic.

The Ulgos may be monastic; they certainly don't go out much; but I don't
know that they're stifled. We don't see enough of them to know.

>very well with little or no religion. The Tolnedrans, Mimbrates and
>Nyssians all have a god, but very few people pay more than lip-service to
>them. The Angeraks and Alorns are both hampered by their religion, and
>Sendaria doesn't have a god at all.

The Tolnedrans and Nyssians pay rather interesting lip-service to their
gods. The Tolnedrans enjoy dickering with Nedra and the Nyssians spent
generations deceiving Issus (sp?) into believing that the original
Salmirissa (sp?) was still alive.

>There is some mention about how terrible it is to live without a god,

The seers of Kell live without a god, at least without one we know about.

Mike
hennebry@plains.NoDak.edu

------------------------------

Date: 2 Aug 90 16:08:47 GMT
From: hennebry@plains.nodak.edu (Michael J. Hennebry)
Subject: Re: About Book of Swords/Lost Swords

d546640s@edinboro.EDU writes:
>It was explained to me, however, that to gain a better understanding of
>the Swords books, it would be beneficial to read Saberhagens earlier books
>starting with _Empire of the East_, and then taking it from there. 

I gather from this that there is a predecessor to The First Book of Swords
other than EotE. What is it?

Mike
hennebry@plains.NoDak.edu

------------------------------

Date: 2 Aug 90 20:29:56 GMT
From: fiddler@concertina.sun.com (Steve Hix)
Subject: Re: About Book of Swords/Lost Swords

hennebry@plains.UUCP (Michael J. Hennebry) writes:
>d546640s@edinboro.EDU writes:
>>It was explained to me, however, that to gain a better understanding of
>>the Swords books, it would be beneficial to read Saberhagens earlier
>>books starting with _Empire of the East_, and then taking it from
>>there.
>
> I gather from this that there is a predecessor to The First Book of
> Swords other than EotE. What is it?

At one point, _Empire of the East_ was republished as three books.

Darn...

One of them entitled "The Broken Lands".

------------------------------

Date: 3 Aug 90 03:29:32 GMT
From: 6600mak@ucsbuxa.ucsb.edu (Martin Kagan)
Subject: Re: About Book of Swords/Lost Swords

Empire of the East is an incredible Trilogy, after which the 3 books of
sword were almost a disappointment; there's very little actual connection
because of a thousand year time gap.  I read the books of swords before I
read Empire of the East, and I had no trouble understanding the story, but
I enjoyed EofE far more.

How's the 3 books of Lost swords, I never got around to starting that
series?

Marty Kagan
6600mak@ucsbuxa.ucsb.edu
6600mak@ucsbuxa.bitnet 

------------------------------

Date: 3 Aug 90 06:02:37 GMT
From: chen145@canterbury.ac.nz
Subject: Re: About Book of Swords/Lost Swords

Empire of the East is in fact the combination of three earlier works. These
were altered slightly and incorperated into one volume in ~1979. The
original stories were writen ~10 yrs earlier. The first was indeed named
"The Broken Lands", the original name of the second book eludes me, the
third book was entitled "Changeling Earth" and became "Ardneh's World" in
EotE.

I only remember this because I am currently rereading EotE, a most
enjoyable tome.

Andrew Fletcher                      
Department of Chem. & Process Eng.
University of Canterbury
Christchurch, N.Z.
A.Fletcher%canterbury.ac.nz

------------------------------

Date: 3 Aug 90 09:05:26 GMT
From: mau@alice.cselt.stet.it
Subject: (none)

Tim Johnson <ST402711@brownvm.brown.edu> wrote:
> IMHO, _OPTIONS_ was Sheckley at his best.  A tripped out novel parody and
> satire and absurdity.  Almost a Monty Python carried to its extreme
> limits.  It is everything that was best in Mindswap.  I only wish he had
> written more in that same vein.  Clearly a dissenting opinion.

I read _Options_ in the Italian translation, last year. I can not say it's
a bad book, but the last 20 pages or so were too much for me. I understood
nearly nothing. Bad trasnslation, bad plot or bad (my) head? :-)

BTW, the most recent Sheckley book I have read (I don't know the English
title, it should be something like Hunt Season revisited) was no good for
me. It's a pity, as I appreciated a lot old Sheckley's work.

------------------------------

Date: 4 Aug 90 14:25:39 GMT
From: rcj@caen.engin.umich.edu (R o d Johnson)
Subject: Re: (none)

Tim Johnson <ST402711@brownvm.brown.edu> wrote:
> IMHO, _OPTIONS_ was Sheckley at his best.  A tripped out novel parody and
> satire and absurdity.

I loved Options too.  Tripped out indeed; apparently Sheckley caught up
with the psychedelic revolution at some point.  My favorite line: "The
spaceship looked utterly like itself."  Great stuff.  (Hopefully anyone
reading Sheckley isn't expecting straightforwardness anyway.)

Rod Johnson
(313) 650 2315
rcj@caen.engin.umich.edu

------------------------------

Date: 5 Aug 90 04:12:58 GMT
From: lai@math.sdsu.edu (Henry Lai )
Subject: Re: Sheckley

I remember reading about a recording made of a Sheckley short story or
short novel (can't remember the title). The background music on the LP was
provided by Brian Eno I believe. Sheckley himself read his work. Along with
the record was a copy of the story with illustrations.  Anyone know the
name of the work and whether it's still available?

Henry Lai
Internet: lai@math.sdsu.edu
UUCP: {mcgill-vision,sobeco,uunet}!batcave!lai

------------------------------

Date: 4 Aug 90 18:34:30 GMT
From: lopez!traal@sharkey.cc.umich.edu (Traal the Brave)
Subject: With Fate Conspire by Mike Resnik

I think I misspelled his name.  Resnick, I think it is.  Anyway, has anyone
read his series of four books?  Have the last two been published?  I read
WITH FATE CONSPIRE, and MORNING OF CREATION, but the last two were not in
print yet.  This was a year or two ago.  I still have the books, and reread
them about once every six months.  And I am confused.  If anyone has read
this series, please send me EMAIL to the following address.  Thank you.

rutgers!sharkey!lopez!traal

------------------------------

Date: 5 Aug 90 16:27:48 GMT
From: wdstarr@athena.mit.edu (William December Starr)
Subject: Re: With Fate Conspire

The guy's name is Mike Shupp and the two books that I know of in his
"Destiny Makers" series are "With Fate Conspire" and "Morning of Creation."

I read WFC mostly out of curiosity because I'd heard that the author was an
MIT alum; it seemed to be true given that the story opened in Baker House,
my old MIT dorm (in fact, it opened with the hero living in a room on the
fifth floor that might very well have been one of the ones I used to
inhabit) and had a few other MIT references in it.  On the other hand, it
wasn't a very interesting book, and I never bothered with the second one.

William December Starr
wdstarr@athena.mit.edu

------------------------------

Date: 3 Aug 90 18:47:00 GMT
From: davidb@inmet.inmet.com
Subject: Re: Simak??

For all Simak's rural backround, the book that gave me the strangest
feeling as I read it (possibly of any author) was _Destiny_Doll_.  I cannot
explain it from the point of view of technique, subject matter, or anything
else.  However, when I read (and re-read) that book, reality takes a slight
turn and things look different.  The only other author who comes close is
Charles Williams.

Dave Barton
barton@i2wash.com

------------------------------

Date: 2 Aug 90 13:24:26 GMT
From: ecl@cbnewsj.att.com (Evelyn C. Leeper)
Subject: REDSHIFT RENDEZVOUS by John E. Stith

		   REDSHIFT RENDEZVOUS by John E. Stith
		       Ace, 1990, ISBN 0-441-71145-6
		     A book review by Evelyn C. Leeper

     Some of us are sick of ... insanely improbable solar systems
     set up to show how clever the author's celestial mechanics
     are.
                                             --Dan'l Danehy-Oakes

   True enough, but still ... I enjoyed REDSHIFT RENDEZVOUS.  At least, I
enjoyed the part that WAS the insanely improbable environment;
unfortunately, there wasn't enough of it.

   The REDSHIFT is a ship in which space is warped somehow so that the
speed of light is *much* slower than in the "real" universe, ranging from
1750 meters/second to 5,360,000 meters/second.  (The "real" speed of light
is 300,000,000 meters/second.)  Stith plays a lot of games with the
ramifications of this, and this is the fun part.  Unfortunately, partway
into the novel the action is moved to Xanahalla, a planet in normal space
where there is an evil religious empire and a bunch of thieves who are
trying to loot the treasury, and the plot is reduced to that of a super-spy
novel.  One of the key elements to the resolution of the plot is the result
of an extremely unlikely artistic decision on the part of the villains
(this will make sense if you read the book), and of course much turns on
people misunderstanding the effects of the "redshift phenomenon."

   The real point of the novel can be found in Stith's own comments in his
afterword, "Inventing the REDSHIFT."  (The existence of this afterword a
figure, three tables, and an appendix "Phenomena Aboard the REDSHIFT"
merely enforces the idea that the insanely improbable environment was the
point.)  Stith says:
          I know what you're saying.  You're saying, "You can't fool
     me.  He just made up all that stuff. There isn't really a
     Xanahalla, is there, Virginia?"

          Maybe.  Maybe not.  But I didn't invite you here to talk
     about Xanahalla. Let's talk about the REDSHIFT.

     It appears that Stith himself agrees that the main point of the book
is the REDSHIFT itself, all the rest is frills.  And as a nifty exercise in
"what if?" it is certainly enjoyable, though Stith doesn't seem to deal
with what the change in speed of light would do to Einstein's equation.  If
energy is directly proportional to the square of the speed of light, then
dropping the speed should drop the innate energy as well.  He DOES,
however, deal with neural transmissions. If you're looking for something
more then this sort of scientific game, you will probably be disappointed.

Evelyn C. Leeper
+1 908-957-2070
att!mtgzy!ecl
ecl@mtgzy.att.com

------------------------------

Date: 2 Aug 90 21:42:31 GMT
From: rodmur@csuchico.edu (Wolfgang Rotkopf)
Subject: Re: Dworkin == Corwin??

I haven't been keeping up on this conversation but are you suggesting that
Corwin has been masquerading as Dworkin? I believe he has been around the
castle, Zelazny hinted at that big time in "the Knights of Shadows", but I
can't believe that Corwin could have been Dworkin of late, not with the
powers that had been shown in this last book.

Now for something almost different, what do think is going to happen once
Ghostwheel has attuned himself/itself to the Jewel?

And now for something completely different, wouldn't it nice be if Zelazny
could ever learn how to do a real full length novel, I really like the
series but I get real bored when it only takes me about two hours to read
one of his books.  Funny thing, it probably took him even less time to
write it. How about it Zelazny, write a novel that actually worth the price
charged for the last books, these occasional reports from the Amber
universe are getting tedious. Put the entire Amber series together and
you'd get one great novel.

Dale A. Harris
rodmur@csuchico.edu

------------------------------

Date: 31 Jul 90 02:49:24 GMT
From: w25y@vax5.cit.cornell.edu
Subject: Re: Do this sound familiar?

mcgehee@ncis.tis.llnl.gov (G. Andrew McGehee) writes:
> A story I read several years ago goes like this:
>
>  A couple of guys drink a chemical that so speeds up their metabolism
>  that everyone around them seems to be in slow-motion.  They can walk,
>  but when one of them tries to run, his clothes begin to smoke from the
>  air-friction.  One of them picks up a dog, throws it, and watches it
>  burst (in slo-mo, of course) into flames.

_The New Accelerator_, by H.G. Wells

W25Y@CRNLVAX5
W25Y@VAX5.CIT.CORNELL.EDU
UUNET!CORNELL!VAX5!W25Y     

------------------------------

Date: 1 Aug 90 14:19:12 GMT
From: lac@titan.tsd.arlut.utexas.edu (Lloyd Chalfant)
Subject: Re: need title

>I need help finding a children's book related to the fantasy line.
>
>This book had a coo-coo clock that when the coo-coo got stuck out wishes
>would come true.  Scenes I remember are riding around on a vacuum cleaner,
>drinking fountains that searved drinks, a bubble bath that got carried
>away.  Over all a nice story, but I didn't read the ending and I can't
>remember title or author.  Please help.
  
There is a book called "Mr. Pudgins(sp?)" which has at least similar
situations.  Root beer, grape and other flavored drinks start coming out of
every faucet in the house.  And there's something about bubbles in the
book, too.

BTW, it's nice to hear from someone who appreciates childrens books.
"Black and Blue Magic" and "The Forgotten Door" are also good.

Lloyd Chalfant
Applied Research Laboratories
P.O. Box 8029
Austin, Texas 78713-8029

------------------------------

Date: 2 Aug 90 01:40:30 GMT
From: MFDICK01%ULKYVM@pucc.princeton.edu (Mark Dickson)
Subject: replies

In response to the pleas for info on the "Mushroom Planet" books, I believe
the author is Eleanor Cameron, and several books have "Mr. Bass" in the
title as well as MP. I suspect these books are out of print (although I did
not check), but they are probably available in the children/juvenile
section of a public library.

Mark Dickson
University of Louisville

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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SF-LOVERS Digest            Monday, 6 Aug 1990        Volume 15 : Issue 286

Today's Topics:

		  Miscellaneous - Conventions (4 msgs) &
                                  Sent to a Magic Realm (10 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 17 Jul 90 18:36:59 GMT
From: salaris@iies.ecn.purdue.edu (Rrrrrrrrrrrrabbits)
Subject: A DAY WITH 2 DOCTORS

This notice was in my copy of the Gallifreyan Gazette which is the fanzine
of the Indianapolis based Whoosier Network.  This is legitimite, confirmed,
and set in stone.

		      For the first time in America,

				Colin Baker
				    and
			      Sylvester McCoy

		    appearing at the same convention!!

			"A DAY WITH THE DOCTOR II"

			   Saturday, August 18th

			 The Cleveland Music Hall
			      Cleveland, Ohio

Both actors are confirmed guests!

Events include panel sessions, videos, costume contest, auction and more.
For more info, call (215) 478-9200 or write to:

   The Friends of Doctor Who
   P.O. Box 14111
   Dept. WN
   Reading, PA 19612-4111

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jul 90 14:44:44 GMT
From: bc1w+@andrew.cmu.edu (Barbara Carlson)
Subject: Pgh SF Conference & Writers Workshop

On September 15 & 16 (Sat & Sun) PARSEC (a local SF club) and the
University of Pittsburgh SF club will be sponsoring a Science Fiction
Conference.  Part of the activities will include a Writer's Workshop for
all day Saturday.  The workshop will feature readings by participants and
critiques of those works.  Pre-registration is required, limited to 20
participants.

General conference admission is not limited. Here are a few highlights of
the conference: local authors, art show, dealer's room, Saturday night
entertainment [play, singing, skit, poetry reading], Room of Doom [bad SF
movies], art demonstration, panels, and other stuff I forgot.

We also have a section of rooms set aside at a special rate for conference
attendees at the Oakland Howards Johnson's.  If you are interested in
attending/volunteering, please send me e-mail [bc1w@andrew.cmu.edu].

It should be a lot of fun.  Hope to see you there!

Barb

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jul 90 14:53:23 GMT
From: willis@lafite.enet.dec.com (John F Willis)
Subject: Help Questions on this years NASFiC in San Diego ??

A few questions maybe someone can answer for me.

  1. The NASFiC (North American Science Fiction Convention) [ this is a
     world con substiute when the Worldcon is held outside the confines of
     the content ] that is be held in San Diego, California August 30th
     1990 thru September 3rd 1990, has anyone provide me a phone number for
     this convention, I think I saw one in a Con News flyer (newspaper) in
     their convention listing.

  2. Is it being held a the San Diego Marriot Hotel, if not where what is
     their phone number? I am asking because I haven't received my hotel
     reservation card yet.

  3. A while back I wrote to them telling them that I live in Whitinsville
     (Which stayed the same) but the had me living in Virginia not
     MASSACHUSETTS but they had the right zip code so I received some of
     the convention materials last year.

  4. On a side note I will be looking for a roommate or roommates for the
     29th of August (wednesday) thru at least monday night (September 3rd).
     You can be male or female or other :-) it doesn't matter as long as
     you will PAY your share of the room.

     In the above note if there is interest reply to this note and I will
     post my address and phone and the best time to call me. Ok.

     I hope I get someone to reply because I REALLY want to go, I might
     even have a party If I have enough funds!

John F Willis

------------------------------

Date: 27 Jul 90 20:34:08 GMT
From: atc@cs.utexas.edu (Alvin T. Campbell III)
Subject: Armadillocon 12

			      ARMADILLOCON 12
		 A Science/Speculative Fiction Conference
			       Austin, Texas
			  Wyndham Southpark Hotel
			  October 12th-14th, 1990

Guest of Honor: PAT CADIGAN (Mindplayers, Wild Cards, Patterns)
Artist Guest:	JEAN ELIZABETH MARTIN
Fan Guest:	DEBBIE HODGKINSON (NOSFFF)
Editor Guest:	SUSAN ALLISON (Editor-in-Chief, Ace Science
                Fiction/Fantasy) 
Toastmistress:	MELINDA SNODGRASS (Circuit Trilogy, Wild Cards, Runespear)

				    and

Aaron Allston, David Lee Anderson, C. Dean Andersson, Patricia Anthony,
Constance Ash, Bill Baldwin, Margaret Ball, Iain Banks, Neal Barrett, Jr.,
Keith Berdak, James P. Blaylock, R. V. Branham, Ginjer Buchanan, Algis
Budrys, Lillian Stewart Carl, Jayge Carr, Scott A. Cupp, Ellen Datlow,
Catherine and L. Sprague DeCamp, Bradley Denton, Carole Nelson Douglas, Sam
Douglas, George Alec Effinger, P. N. Elrod, Randy Farran, Brad W. Foster,
Gail Gerstner-Miller, Mike Glyer, Eileen Gunn, Steven Gould, Thorannin
Gunnarson, Rory Harper, Dell Harris, W. J. Hodgson, Kevin Hopkins, Richard
Kadrey, Ken Keller, Chris Kelly, Greg Ketter, Katharine Eliska Kimbriel,
Thomas W. Knowles II, Tom Maddox, Terry Matz, Scott McCullar, Mike McQuay,
Henry Melton, Victor Milan, John J. Miller, Misha, Laura Mixon, Elizabeth
Moon, John F. Moore, Pat Murphy, Paula Helm Murray, Chad Oliver, Doug
Potter, Robert Reed, Nina Romberg, Rudy Rucker, Sandra Santara, Sherlock,
Lewis Shiner, Walton Simons, Willie Siros, Caroline Spector, Warren
Spector, G. K. Sprinkle, Bruce Sterling, Marc Stiegler, Rick Urdiales,
Steve Utley, Mark Van Name, Allen Varney, Vernor Vinge, Howard Waldrop,
Sage Walker, Bill Wallace, Lynn Ward, Bob Wayne, Don Webb, Toni Weisskopf,
Mel. White, Walter Jon Williams, David Zindell, and Ben Yalow as "The
Beaver"

Panels, Discussions, Demonstrations, Art Show & Auction, Gaming, Videos and
Films, Autographings, Dealers' Rooms, Parties, and the Infamous Saturday
Night Dance with DJ David Lee Anderson

Info:
   Armadillocon 12
   P. O. Box 9612
   Austin, Texas 78766
   (512) 990-3782 (before 10 PM CDT) 
   meschke@chinacat.unicom.com

Sponsored by the Fandom Association of Central Texas Inc., a 501(c) 3
non-profit corporation
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Date: 23 Jul 90 18:59:14 GMT
From: slj@iris.brown.edu (Shari L. Jackson)
Subject: If you're ever sent to a magic realm...

Try saying some rhymes.  Or singing some.  You may find that you've become
the most powerful wizard around!  If so, get ready to begin a Quest to Save
the World(tm), whether you like it or not.

*** very minor spoilers for "Her Majesty's Wizard," "Blue Adept," and
"Spellsinger" ***

I just finished reading Christopher Stasheff's "Her Majesty's Wizard," and
was struck by the similarity of its theme (above), to that of Piers
Anthony's "Blue Adept" series, and Alan Dean Foster's "Spellsinger" series.
(At least Stasheff told a complete story in one book.)  I enjoyed all three
stories as fun, light reading, but the pattern is interesting.

In "Her Majesty's Wizard," Matt is transported from our world to a medieval
one where magic works, and finds that he can work magic by reciting poetry
(or singing it).  He uses a lot of modified Shakespeare, among other poets,
and makes up his own poems as well.  The quest: to defeat the evil sorcerer
and help the princess win her rightful throne.

In "Blue Adept," Stile finds a passageway from his high-tech world, Prism,
to a magic alternate world, Phaze, where he finds he can work magic by
speaking in rhyme (catch: each spell only works once). The quest: to save
himself and others from the evil Red Adept, and later in the series, to
save both worlds from destruction.

In "Spellsinger," Jon-Tom is transported from our world to a magic world
where many animals are sentient, where he finds he can work magic by
singing songs, usually taken from our popular culture.  The quest: to save
the world from evil forces.

Coincidence?  Or "hack" formula?  You be the judge.  :-)

Seriously, anyone know of other variations on the theme?  Are there any
other ways written of for the ordinary man or woman to work magic in
another realm?

Shari

------------------------------

Date: 24 Jul 90 04:31:03 GMT
From: rhanschk@uhasun.hartford.edu (Ruth Hanschka)
Subject: Stasheff, Anthony and Co.

Someone [posting got deleted] asked about book plots that center around
folks from the "normal" universe who get switched to one where magic works.
These folks often find out that they can work magic there themselves.
   Well, I can think of some.  Gordon R. Dickson wrote _The Dragon and the
George_ In this one the "hero" gets astrally projected through into the
other universe, into the body of a dragon.  It's pretty funny, actually.
	Then there's the _Time of the Dark_ trilogy by Barbara Hambly.  Two
"mundanes" wind up volunteering to help a renegade wizard.  One of them
finds himself able to wield magic.  The other finds out that she makes one
heck of a sword-fighter. Both are handled fairly realistically [if anything
involving parallel universes and magic can be said to be realistic ;-)] -
which is pretty rare for this kind of book.  But then, I'm into Ms. Hambly,
so take my praise with a large salt shaker, to be used when needed.

Ruth H

------------------------------

Date: 24 Jul 90 13:18:58 GMT
From: oravax!daryl@cs.cornell.edu (Steven Daryl McCullough)
Subject: Re: If you're ever sent to a magic realm...

slj@iris.brown.edu (Shari L. Jackson) writes:
>Try saying some rhymes.  Or singing some.  You may find that you've
>become the most powerful wizard around!  If so, get ready to begin a
>Quest to Save the World(tm), whether you like it or not.

>... anyone know of other variations on the theme?  Are there any other
>ways written of for the ordinary man or woman to work magic in another
>realm?  

One of the earliest novels with this theme (a person from a technological
world travels to a land where magic works) is "The Compleat Enchanter" by
L. Sprague DeCamp and Fletcher Pratt (I believe).

Other novels/series with similar themes: "The Changeling", and "The Amber
Series" (the first book, "Nine Princes in Amber" had this flavor) by Roger
Zelazny.

Daryl McCullough

------------------------------

Date: 24 Jul 90 19:44:53 GMT
From: krs@uts.amdahl.com (Kris Stephens [Hail Eris!])
Subject: Re: If you're ever sent to a magic realm...

slj@iris.brown.edu (Shari L. Jackson) writes:
>Seriously, anyone know of other variations on the theme?  Are there any
>other ways written of for the ordinary man or woman to work magic in
>another realm?

My favorite in this direction is "The Chronicles of Thomas Covenant, The
Unbeliever" (Stephen R. Donaldson's sextette-in-two-trilogies).

*** Minor Spoiler Alert ***

So here we have a leper transported to (dreaming about?) the realm where
magic works, and he finds he is the wielder of the most powerful magic
source extant.  Does he rub (what's left of) his hands together and take
over?  Not in this series!  (Oh, yeah: the native magically-adept usually
use song as a component of their spells, it is just that Covenant's White
Gold exceeds the native magic by so much he doesn't need a vocal
component.)

I find that opposition is the theme (for me):

   Good   vs. Evil
   Power  vs. Impotence
   Intent vs. Effect

but the most important opposition for me is "What one has the power to do"
vs. "What one ought to do".  Would *I* have the character to avoid
(ab)using the most magically powerful device in the world?  I doubt it, but
it bears thinking about.

Questions: If you had POWER in a world you magically arrived in, what would
you do?  Would you believe the world really existed and carry your
morals/ethics with you, or would you say, "This isn't the reality *I*
know!" and go for the brass ring at any cost to others (and maybe
yourself)?  Would you say, "I don't believe this world really exists", but
hold to your morality anyway?

BTW:I'm just now finishing Book 2 on my second trip through the series.
What interesting timing on this topic!

Kristopher Stephens
Amdahl Corporation
(408-746-6047)
krs@uts.amdahl.com

------------------------------

Date: 26 Jul 90 05:44:43 GMT
From: SIMMONS@ucf1vm.cc.ucf.edu (Tad Simmons)
Subject: Re: If you're ever sent to a magic realm...

These are just off the top of my head:
- -_Wizard's_Bane_ and _The_Wizardry_Compiled_ by Rick Cook

  The main character, a programmer in our world, accesses magic through an
  magical operating system.  Great reading.

- -_Guardians_of_the_Flame_(series) by Joel Rosenberg

  A group of gamers are transported to the realm where their game was
  based, and they have all the abilities of their characters.  Doesn't
  really apply, but worth mentioning.

Tad Simmons
SIMMONS@UCF1VM.BITNET
SIMMONS@UCF1VM.CC.UCF.EDU

------------------------------

Date: 26 Jul 90 21:00:49 GMT
From: ted@welchlab.welch.jhu.edu (Ted Ying)
Subject: Re: If you're ever sent to a magic realm...

There is actually a larger theme that all of these fall into: the theme of
"our hero(ine)" displaced from his own world (which is often very similar
to our very own) and placed into some fantasy land where he must save the
world.  The hero doesn't always use magic.  However, for other examples of
where the hero(ine) uses magic, try:

   1) The Chronicles of Thomas Covenant, the Unbeliever
      by Stephen Donaldson

      First, a caveat.  This is a very controversial series (most people
      either hate it or love it.  I happen to be in the latter set).  I
      don't need to hear any arguments for or against it, this is merely a
      suggestion to read this series if you are interested in this theme.

      A second caveat: magic in Donaldson's "Land" is very atypical.  Magic
      is based on controlling the "Earthpower" and is harnessed in several
      different ways by followers of certain disciplines.  Interesting
      stuff, but not the usual concept of magic.

   2) Mordant's Need by Stephen Donaldson

      This series by Donaldson is much more popular.  In this one, Theresa
      (the heroine) is transported into a world where the "magic" is based
      on mirrors.  She is supposed to be a wizard of some sort able to use
      mirror-magic, but she doesn't know how.  No spoilers.

   3) Guardians of the Flame by Joel Rosenberg

      This series is slightly different.  The main characters in this
      series are a bunch of college students who are part of Professor
      Deighton's AD&D campaign.  One night, they get sent into his "world"
      and really get sent there.  They are suddently inhabiting the bodies
      of their characters in the "campaign world".  Some of these
      characters have magic, but then they know how to use it, seeing as
      the bodies they appear in have more experience with the magic.
      Interesting premise.  Fun stuff, too.

   4) The Darwath Trilogy (also known as the Time of the Dark series)
      by Barbara Hambly

      In this series, two people get "sucked" across the void to the land
      of Darwath.  In Darwath, magic is a "talent" that some people have
      and that some have more of than others.  Rudy (one of our heroes from
      our world), has the talent and becomes a wizard's apprentice.  More
      typical Fantasy-type magic.

There are probably more cases that I can't think of, but these are the ones
off the top of my head.  To everyone else reading this thread, please post
other examples of this (as opposed to e-mail), because I would be
interested in hearing about other examples of this theme, too.  They
generally end up as reasonable fantasy stuff.

Ted Ying
ted@welch.jhu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 24 Jul 90 09:48:22 GMT
From: ariel@usdpyr.acusd.edu (Jennifer Eustis)
Subject: Re: If you're ever sent to a magic realm...

I recently read a book _Magic Kingdom For Sale, Sold_ by Terry Brooks,
where a young lawyer goes through a tunnel to a fairy land. He does this
with the use of a medallion that kills all of the evil wizards for him when
he touches it. In all it fits the general pattern of what happens to us
mortal humans sent off to a magic realm.

------------------------------

Date: 30 Jul 90 18:36:39 GMT
From: dwb@archer.apple.com (David W. Berry)
Subject: Re: If you're ever sent to a magic realm...

Hard to believe that nobody has yet mentioned my favorite story in this
category, and certainly far older than any mentioned so far:

   _A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur's Court_ by Mark Twain

David W. Berry
A/UX Toolbox Engineer
dwb@apple.com

------------------------------

Date: 31 Jul 90 14:24:32 GMT
From: chris@tcom.stc.co.uk (Chris Milton)
Subject: Re: If you're ever sent to a magic realm...

How about the Jack Chalker 'dancing Gods' trilogy? Initially it's a
trucker and a whore transported to a parallel world (whose conception
is neat to say the least).  It starts off spoofish but as the books
continue you head towards the whole thing of as spells in this parallel
world are basically mathematical then a perfect spell can be created
using computers and finishes up with the third book mostly taking place
back in this world.  Personally I found it semi-frightening, but also a
hell of a good read!!

------------------------------

Date: 1 Aug 90 15:56:11 GMT
From: krshna@cedar.ecs.umass.edu (Kishore Krshna)
Subject: Re: If you're ever sent to a magic realm...

"The Exploits Of Ebenezum"( a Doubleday Book Club edition containing the
three books - A Malady of Magicks, A Multitude Of Monsters, A Night In the
Netherhells by Craig Shaw Gardner), also uses this idea.  Here, a demon who
rhymes badly tries to take over the upper world.  There are a number of
funny characters in the book.  A good read; anyone who likes the earlier
Xanth novels would probably enjoy this too.

krshna@umvlsi.ecs.umass.edu 

------------------------------
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Date: 6 Aug 90 16:42:03 GMT
From: welch@ral.rpi.edu (Henry Welch)
Subject: Re: A Spell for Chameleon, etc.

jbb@mvaxcs1.cse.nau.edu (Jon Bonnell) writes:
>Speaking of Anthony and all his books some of you will be happy to note,
>and others not so happy, that he is coming out with more Xanth books and
>will be working together with Warped Graphics to produce the novel in
>comic book form BEFORE the novel is released in book form.

The reasons for the cooperation with Warp Graphics involve the inclusion of
a character called Jenny Elf (An Elfquest Elf) in the latest Xanth novel.
The character is modeled after (and at the request of) a young girl who was
the victim of a drunken driver.  Anthony has taken such a strong interest
in this girl's situation because of correspondence between Anthony and the
girl's mother when she was in a coma.

Dr. Henry L. Welch
Robotics and Automation Laboratory
Center for Intelligent Robotic Systems for Space Exploration
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute
welch@ral.rpi.edu
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Date: 6 Aug 90 17:57:52 GMT
From: fmayhar@hermes.ladc.bull.com (Frank Mayhar)
Subject: Re: Lloyd Arthur Eshbach:Gates of Lucifer

CL310104@ulkyvx.BITNET writes:
> Has anyone read _The Land Beyond the Gate_ by Lloyd Arthur Eshbach?  Any
> comments on quality?  Should I read it?

I have, unfortunately.  I had read the others in the series, and, being a
bloody- minded completist, I had to read this one.  But I didn't have to
enjoy it!  :-) I don't mind _some_ religion in my reading material, but
this guy is beating us over the head with it.  I was particularly
disappointed with the ending.  Instead of the main character finally
prevailing, he's rescued by the Heavenly Horde.  :-)

In a word:  Yuck.

Frank Mayhar
Bull HN Information Systems Inc. 
Los Angeles Development Center
5250 W. Century Blvd.
LA, CA  90045
(213) 216-6241
fmayhar@hermes.ladc.bull.com
...!{uunet,hacgate}!ladcgw!fmayhar

------------------------------

Date: 6 Aug 90 11:02:57 GMT
From: GRIGSBY@auvm.auvm.edu
Subject: Hunting for R. A. Lafferty

I have the following short story collections by him:
1) Strange Doings
2) Nine Hundred Grandmothers
and the novel Past Master.

Has he written anything else?  I am quite amazed, and would like to find
more.

Oh yeah, I also found 'Sky' in Silverberg's Galactic Dreamers anthology.  I
first saw it when I was 12 or so, kind of blew my brain.  Whoo!

------------------------------

Date: 3 Aug 90 12:35:54 GMT
From: zmacx07@doc.ic.ac.uk (Simon E Spero)
Subject: Re: Pratchett non-disc-world

The latest non Discworld book of his is "Good Omens - being the nice and
accurate prophecies of Agnes Nutter, Witch". It's a collaboration with Neil
Gaiman (Sandman, Black Orchid et al), and is a piss-take of the Omen series
(cue Carmina Burana). I really liked it.

Sample quotes:
"When it came to lurking, these guys were naturals. If Bruce Springsteen
ever recorded an albumn called "Born to lurk, these guys would be on the
front cover"

"Hastur was a duke of Hell; he wasn't even a local councillor"

Simon
zmacx07@uk.ac.ic.doc
sispero%cix@specialix.co.uk
...ukc!slxsys!cix!sispero
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Date: 7 Aug 90 07:28:34 GMT
From: K42@dhdurz1.bitnet (Monika Best)
Subject: Spider Robinson / Mr. T again

Hi, everybody! Hope I'm not boring you all to death :-) but I want to bring
up the subject of Mr. T once more. Everybody who answered me told me that
this must be that guy from "The A-Team". So I overlooked the very obvious,
I admit it, but everybody seemed to think it was the ONLY possibility,
which is not true, and I still like my original interpretation better.

Has anybody of you read Hofstadter's "Goedel Escher Bach"? Then you might
know which Mr. T I had in mind.  He's the Tortoise (from Zeno's paradox)
who has arguments with Achilles all the time. He wins them all, too with
wordplay, with logic, with getting his friend tangled in contradictions and
so on. This is much more like the Doc from Callahan's Saloon than a Vietnam
veteran who wins arguments by violence or even by looking dangerous.
Comparing him to a guy like that would be an insult to the Doc! Robinson
goes far for a good pun, but I don't think he'd go THAT far, and anyway, it
isn't necessary for a pun or for the story or for anything. And it's not as
far-fetched as I first thought, since Robinson solves the main problem in
the story with a computer, and "GEB" is THE book on AI (IMHO), and he
mentions Zeno's paradox in another story, and talks about something like a
Turing test in yet another one, which shows that he is interested in the
matters in "GEB".  Comments?

Moni

------------------------------

Date: 30 Jul 90 15:25:02 GMT
From: ecl@cbnewsj.att.com (Evelyn C. Leeper)
Subject: THE 1990 ANNUAL WORLD'S BEST SF

		      THE 1990 ANNUAL WORLD'S BEST SF
		       DAW, 1990, ISBN 0-88677-424-1
		     A book review by Evelyn C. Leeper

   "Alphas" is the usual sort of hard-sf story that one expects from
Gregory Benford.  This one is seemingly inspired by "The Tachypomp" by
Edward Page Mitchell, and although it is intriguing from a science point of
view, the main character is little more than a place-holder and the ending
seems patently self-congratulatory (not of Benford per se, but of the
science-inclined in general).

   Brian Stableford's "The Magic Bullet" examines biology rather than
physics, but is another hard-science story, this time with more emphasis on
the characters.  Stableford does not slight the plot, however, and provides
a satisfactory, if incomplete, ending.

   "North of the Abyss" by Brian W. Aldiss uses the Egyptian gods as
characters.  But if you're expecting anything resembling Zelazny's
CREATURES OF LIGHT AND DARKNESS, think again; Aldiss takes a much more
nihilistic view of the universe.

   The next story, "Chiprunner," is unusual in that it is only a so-so
story from Robert Silverberg, an author whom I had thought incapable of
writing only so-so stories.  But even Jove nods, as they say, and I found
Timothy's desire to merge with his microchips not very believable.

   James Morrow's "Abe Lincoln in McDonald's" includes alternate history
AND time travel (Lincoln somehow travels forward in time to see the results
of making a particular decision).  I feel the use of both techniques
lessens the story, but perhaps I'm just a bit of a purist.  I also find the
alternate history set forth a bit unbelievable, but I would be willing to
suspend disbelief for one change--but not for two.

   "Death Ship" by Barrington J. Bayley is another (forward) time travel
story, though much different than Morrow's.  But the ideas in it seem old,
and it never really takes off.

   Lisa Tuttle's "In Translation" appears to have been heavily inspired by
CLOSE ENCOUNTERS OF THE THIRD KIND in its story of what happens *after*
humans are drawn to the aliens' landing sites.  Unfortunately, it all
seemed fairly humdrum to me.

   "A Sleep and a Forgetting" by Robert Silverberg had an interesting
premise (communications through the center of a star may get warped in such
a way as to allow communication with the past/alternate worlds).  But after
hooking up with a world in which Genghis Khan did not become ruler of the
Mongols, Silverberg's characters don't seem to know what to do with it, and
the ending makes no sense at all.

   Judith Moffett's "Not Without Honor," with its aliens drawn to Earth by
their idolization of the Mickey Mouse Club, seems more a paean to "the good
old days" than the Mickey Mouse Club warrants.  (Though since I was never
watched it, our television did not get UHF and NBC was not on VHF, I am
perhaps not the best person to judge.)

   "Dogwalker" by Orson Scott Card has been nominated for a Hugo (the only
story in this anthology which has; Judith Moffett's "Not Without Honor" is
not to be confused with George Alec Effinger's "Nothing But Honor" which
*was* nominated for a Hugo).  I liked it, but many people I know didn't.

   Lucius Shepard's "Surrender" is part of Shepard's oeuvre set in Central
America, though more based in the hard sciences than most.  Though Shepard
carries it off as well as possible, it nonetheless suffers from an
unfortunate resemblance to many grade-B science fiction movies to its basic
plot.

   To those who claim I don't like J. G. Ballard, I offer his "War Fever"
as a counter-example.  Well-written and engrossing, it serves as much as
Ballard's response to Isaiah II:4 as a commentary on the "detached
scientific outlook."

   My overall evaluation is, unfortunately, negative, unfortunately,
because I found previous years' anthologies in this series excellent.  The
usual introductions for the stories are missing due to Wollheim's poor
health (which one hopes is only temporary), and even the selection is
disappointing.  While this book may be worth the money, I don't think
calling it the "best" is quite accurate.

Evelyn C. Leeper
+1 908-957-2070
att!mtgzy!ecl
ecl@mtgzy.att.com

------------------------------

Date: 31 Jul 90 16:02:16 GMT
From: djo@pacbell.com (Dan'l DanehyOakes)
Subject: Best antho's (was THE 1990 ANNUAL WORLD'S BEST SF)

Evelyn does a valuable service by showing once again why the Wollheim
"Best" anthology isn't worth bothering with and hasn't been for twenty
years.  DAW has essentially lost what little contact he once had with the
state of the art in SF.

To focus on the case of Silverberg, the man is certainly capable of writing
mediocre and even occasionally bad work (see his early work especially;
it's hard to believe that the same man wrote REVOLT ON ALPHA C and THORNS
and that either of them wrote LORD VALENTINE'S CASTLE, or GILGAMESH THE
KING).

DAW most likely selected "Chiprunners" because it was the kind of
nuts-and-bolts SF he's been familiar with since he was a sprout.  As such,
it isn't a *bad* story; it just offers nothing new, beyond a patina of new
technology.

As it happens, Silverberg turned out some much more creditable work in
1989, notably the short piece "Enter A Soldier.  Later: Enter Another."
This, as well as "Tales From the Venia Woods," which, while not up to
"Soldier" is *far* better than "Chiprunners," can be found in what, for a
couple of years now, I have though of as "the *good* Best of the Year
book", which is Gardner Dozois "The Year's Best SF, Nth Annual Collection."
(This year he's up to 7.)

These collections are massive (about 250,000 words each year), and surveys
the field in depth and breadth.  Here you will find Judith Moffet's "Tiny
Tango" alongside Greg Benford's "Alphas" and Silverberg's "Enter..."  For
my money, these are three of the best SF stories not only of 1989, but of
the 1980s.

General recommendation for "Best" anthologies, this will involve haunting
used bookshops, but this is how to build a really good chronological
library of SF.

From 1983 on, get the Dozois anthologies.  The first two were printed by
the defunct BlueJay books and will be *very* difficult to find.

From about 1970-1982, get Terry Carr's anthologies.

For the 1960's, Judith Merril's anthologies are the best.  These, however,
are rather eclectic and slanted toward experimental fiction; you can
balance this by picking up the Wollheim/Carr ACE books "Best" anthologies,
which are neither as good as Carr's coverage of the '70s nor as dull as
Wollheim's, but more "central" to SF than Merril's.

Before Merril started, the two basic choices are catch-as-catch-can
anthologies, such as Healy and McComas's ADVENTURES IN TIME AND SPACE; or
the Asimov/ Greenberg factory's "SF:THE GREAT YEARS" anthologies.  These
latter are overtly Campbellian in tone, but up to about 1952 that's no
great loss.  After 1952, the factory hands seem to be aware of their bias
and make *some* attempt to compensate for it with stories from other
magazines (e.g., GALAXY).  The attempt is not entirely successful, but we
have nothing better for this period.

------------------------------

Date: 31 Jul 90 20:21:00 GMT
From: betsyp@apollo.hp.com (Betsy Perry)
Subject: Re: Best antho's (was THE 1990 ANNUAL WORLD'S BEST SF)

djo@PacBell.COM (Dan'l DanehyOakes) writes:
>(list of good SF anthologies deleted)

For 1977, 1988, and 1989*, there's also Ellen Datlow and Terri Windling's
"The Year's Best Fantasy and Horror".  I've enjoyed these immensely.
Datlow and Windling seem to have read widely; they often include wonderful
stories from obscure sources.  My only serious complaint is that the book
isn't subdivided by topic.  Although I can understand the editors'
reluctance (borderlines are invidious, and all that), I prefer not to read
horror right before bedtime, and the only way to discriminate in this
anthology is to notice which editor wrote the introduction to a given
story.
                
All three of these have Thomas Canty covers, and introductory essays on The
State Of The Art which are well-worth the price of admission.  (That is to
say, if *I* thought a book was unusually good, it usually appears on the
"Best Books of the Year" list. ;-)

This year's edition contains some particularly good news: one of James
Blaylock's stories is included in the (non-genre) O. Henry anthology of
"the best short stories of the year".  Hooray!

*Okay, maybe it's 1988, 1989, and 1990.  I forget whether the cover date is
for the year the stories first published or for the year the anthology was
published.  Anyway, there are three of them so far.

Betsy Perry
Apollo Division, Hewlett-Packard, Inc.
betsyp@apollo.hp.com

------------------------------

Date: 31 Jul 90 22:31:50 GMT
From: borsom@imokay.Berkeley.EDU (Doug Borsom)
Subject: Any anthology suggestions? (was Re: THE 1990 ANNUAL WORLD'S BEST SF)

As someone who once read A LOT of science fiction, but hasn't read much in
the past (oh god) twenty years, I bought the 1990 A.W.B.S.F. to sort of
catch up on what is currently good in the field.

I was underwhelmed.  Clearly, this is a comment only on the anthology, not
necessarily my reaction to the current state of science fiction.

Any suggestions of fairly current (published in the last year or three),
multi-author anthologies that present a range of science fiction stories (a
little hard, a little soft, a daub of cyber-punk, and some of those
wonderful unclssifiables).

If you can't think of any great ones, really good is just fine.

Thanks in advance.

------------------------------

Date: 2 Aug 90 21:20:21 GMT
From: ecl@cbnewsj.att.com (Evelyn C. Leeper)
Subject: Re: Best antho's (was THE 1990 ANNUAL WORLD'S BEST SF)

djo@PacBell.COM (Dan'l DanehyOakes) writes:
> Evelyn does a valuable service by showing once again why the Wollheim
> "Best" anthology isn't worth bothering with and hasn't been for twenty
> years.  DAW has essentially lost what little contact he once had with the
> state of the art in SF.

Well, this wasn't quite what I said.  Since the series is only 25 years
old, I think it might be exaggeration to say it's been worthless for the
last twenty years.  In any case, I have up until now found Wollheim's
selection, if not inspired, at least workmanlike, for people looking for
the Hugo nominees, it used to be a good choice.  Hence, my note that this
year's included only one nominee.

> To focus on the case of Silverberg, the man is certainly capable of
> writing mediocre and even occasionally bad work (see his early work
> especially; it's hard to believe that the same man wrote REVOLT ON ALPHA
> C and THORNS and that either of them wrote LORD VALENTINE'S CASTLE, or
> GILGAMESH THE KING).

What I meant was that it's hard to believe he would *now* write a bad work.
His output over the past few years has been of uniformly high quality.

Evelyn C. Leeper
+1 908-957-2070
att!mtgzy!ecl
ecl@mtgzy.att.com

------------------------------

Date: 5 Aug 90 16:34:10 GMT
From: Dan_Bloch@transarc.com
Subject: Re: Best antho's (was THE 1990 ANNUAL WORLD'S BEST SF)

In his posting of general recommendation for "Best" anthologies, Dan'l
DanehyOakes cites a lack of good sources before 1960.  By a curious
coincidence, I just finished reading _The Science Fiction Hall of Fame,
Volume I_, which is an anthology of the best SF short stories published
before 1960. I found it stunningly good.  There is a also a Volume II,
covering novelletes, or novellas, I can never remember the difference,
which I haven't looked at yet.

This anthology was compiled by a vote among the members of the Science
Fiction Writers of America, and is about as definitive a collection as
you'll find anywhere.  Lots of stories I'd read before but didn't know
where to find, one or two gems I hadn't seen or had forgotten.  Highly
recommended.

Dan Bloch
dan@transarc.com

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Today's Topics:

       Books - Anthony (2 msgs) & Asimov (2 msgs) & Kube-McDowell &
               Kurtz & May (3 msgs) & Roberson (2 msgs) &
               Saberhagen & Wilson

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 7 Aug 90 20:44:21 GMT
From: chuq@apple.com (Spot, the Wonder Dog)
Subject: Piers Anthony: call 1-800-HI-PIERS

This is true. This is not a joke.

Piers Anthony has started his own 800 number. You can call it and get on
the mailing list for his own newsletter.  You can order his books.  I think
you can get status of what the Master is doing for breakfast.

It is 1-800-HI-PIERS. Note that it's an 800, not a 900 number.

This is (and I kid you not) his first step in setting up his own publishing
company for his books, because he's sick and tired of being shagged around
by the idiots in the industry.

I am beyond words.

Chuq Von Rospach
chuq@apple.com

------------------------------

Date: 7 Aug 90 21:27:36 GMT
From: ndd@macbeth.cs.duke.edu (Ned D. Danieley)
Subject: Re: Piers Anthony: call 1-800-HI-PIERS

chuq@Apple.COM (Spot, the Wonder Dog) writes:
> This is true.  This is not a joke.
>
> Piers Anthony has started his own 800 number.  You can call it and get on
> the mailing list for his own newsletter.  You can order his books.  I
> think you can get status of what the Master is doing for breakfast.
> 
> It is 1-800-HI-PIERS. Note that it's an 800, not a 900 number.

Chuq's right, it's not a joke, although it may be close to one (the guy I
talked to asked me if I had read any of 'Mr. Piers' books). So I didn't
bother to ask what the master had for breakfast.

The first copy of the newsletter is free; it is supposed to have info on
what a 'subscription' would cost, and presumably all kinds of other good
stuff. I can't wait for my copy.

Ned Danieley
Basic Arrhythmia Laboratory
Box 3140, Duke University Medical Center
Durham, NC  27710
(919) 660-5111 
ndd@sunbar.mc.duke.edu

------------------------------

Date: 7 Aug 90 14:02:47 GMT
From: wmartin@stl-06sima.army.mil (Will Martin)
Subject: Re: Asimov Robots -> Empire Books

>> [...] and there is a clear trailer for a sequel at the end of
>> Robots_and_Empire. Have any such books come out or been announced?
>
>Yes, that would be Prelude to Foundation (c) 1988, which ties together the
>various collections.

Sorry, I must disagree. I read Prelude_to_Foundation and that was the
inspiration for my reading the other Asimov books I referred to in the
original posting. There is a clear gap between Robots_and_Empire and
_Prelude_; Asimov acknowleges this in the preface to one of these books
(the one where he lists all the books in sequence). He stated then that he
might write such a book or books, and those were what I was asking about in
the comment quoted above.

The possible books would discuss what happened with the Solarians, and
detail the rise of the Empire out of the Settler <> Spacer worlds situation
left at the end of R_a_E, along with the migration off Earth.  There are
many thousands of years' worth of possible material to fill many a book
during this period.

Regards.

Will Martin

------------------------------

Date: 8 Aug 90 03:54:33 GMT
From: arromdee@crabcake.cs.jhu.edu (Kenneth Arromdee)
Subject: Re: Foundation chronology etc (longish)

Also, The End of Eternity belongs in the chronology, placed before anything
else.  It's referred to in the 1980's Foundation/Robot books (albeit with
some inconsistencies).

"Dreaming is a Private Thing" (unless I have the title mixed up) also
belongs because of the reference to dreamies in End of Eternity.

Also, The Early Asimov had one short story which connected the Foundation
and Robot novels a lot earlier than the 1980's (if my probably fallible
memory is correct).

Kenneth Arromdee
UUCP: ....!jhunix!arromdee
BITNET: arromdee@jhuvm
INTERNET: arromdee@crabcake.cs.jhu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 7 Aug 90 17:54:09 GMT
From: ST401844@brownvm.brown.edu (Stewart Crall)
Subject: Kube-McDowell

I just read a book by Kube-McDowell called something like the "Quiet
Pools".  It was, for the most part a pretty good book.  I really enjoyed
the parts about possible advances in computer communication and those about
choosing books for a colony ship and those about ecological problems caused
by us.  The near-future parts of this are well thought out.

The major problem I had with this book is that the author developed some of
his characters via talks to psychiatrists and via sexual practices.  I find
the first unpleasant and it was the major dislike I had with Pohl's
"Gateway".  The second, using sexual practices to define a character, was
well done; much better done than by someone like Greg Bear who seems to
have 3 types of women characters: nice girls who only have sex with the
hero and then only after a whole hour's talk, mean girls who have sex with
the hero and anyone else who asks, and ugly girls who are not very
desirable anyway so who cares.  It was more like the style of Benford's
"Timescape" where there is this repressed Englishman who is titulated by a
girl who gives h--d.  Here there was a mixed up guy (who sees
psychiatrists), who has two women at a time, but doesn't like them to play
together when he is gone, and we are let to know this all happens by
hard-core, totally explicit, three page long descriptions of the sex acts.
This is much more interesting than the more simplistic way Greg Bear paints
characters via sexual practices, but I find it just as unpleasant as using
a couch session with a psychiatrist.  And we get both in this book.

Nonetheless, the characterizations are pretty warmly and compassionately
done, and they are not quite 2-dimensional.  And although I did not read it
too closely, the stuff which made this book science fiction was satisfying.
The author seemed comfortable with all the technical things used in the
book.

This book had lots of ideas thrown around, so it was kind of fun, even
though it had several features which would otherwise put it on my barf
list.  Sort of like some of Pohl's books in this respect.

------------------------------

Date: 7 Aug 90 19:05:58 GMT
From: AEGQC@CUNYVM (AUDRA GRABER)
Subject: Re: Deryni Books, Katherine Kurtz

Although I've never heard of _Codex Derynianus_ (sp?), I do know that the
next book due out is called _DeryniMagic_ and will hit the stands in Nov.
1990.  By the way, I heard this info directly from Kurtz at Lunacon in
March.  Could someone post or e-mail info about _Codex_?

------------------------------

Date: 6 Aug 90 14:52:55 GMT
From: ack@eleazar.dartmouth.edu (Andy J. Williams)
Subject: Julian May (SPOILERS!!!)

*** Warning!!! Spoilers abound here! ***

I just reread Intervention by Julian May (I had read it last summer along
with Pliocene Exile) and I am yet again amazed at the incredible depth of
her universe. She creates a world that is so complex and believable (well,
where it isn't believable, I want it to be real).

Some interesting points: I live in Hanover NH having gone to college here
at Dartmouth (which anagrammed is "Throat Mud") and now working here full
time and was of course interested in the parts of Intervention that take
place here. She did a really good job of describing the town. The funny
part is that even though she was very careful to not be very specific about
the town so as to avoid anachronisms and things like that, a great many of
the things she did mention specifically are already gone or will be soon.

1) The Hospital located accross the street from the Metapsychology Dept.
      Well, the building the metapsych department is supposed to be in was
      torn down 2 weeks ago pending the construction of the new chem
      building.  Also, the hospital itself is closing down in a year as the
      new hospital will be opening a few miles down the road.

2) Sigma Kappa.
      She mentions only one sorority explicitly in the beginning when
      describing Winter Carnival. That is Sigma Kappa. Well, Sigma Kappa
      went local last year and is now Sigma Delta. So, unless they go back
      to national by 2113... :-)

3) Denis doing the entire undergrad curriculum in 3 terms.
      Not only is this just impossible (well, I guess that's debatable)
      Dartmouth would never allow it. You are only allowed to take at max 4
      courses a term. So, he must have had a hell of a lot of APs coming
      in.

There are more, but of course this is all nit-picking.

When driving home the other night, I went up by the white house where the
Remillards live after 1996. Yep, it's there. Just as it's described in the
book. I'll say one thing for her, she did her homework!

What is really weird, and somewhat scary too, is that the store where Rogi
Remillard opens his bookshop this fall (!) went out of business a month or
so ago and the store space went on sale. This is just about the same exact
time the same thing happens in the book. However, it was recently bought by
a Real Estate agency. (To tell the truth, I was seriously tempted to try to
get some money together to rent it and open "The Eloquent Page." Ok, I
wasn't seriously tempted, but it was a neat idea. Can you imagine the shock
it would cause people who noticed it? heh)

Some questions:

Any speculations on what happens when Marc Remillard gets to Duat? That is,
how we get from Duat to him being Atoning Unifex. Obviously they managed to
bring Duat to Unity and he finally is able to bring about Mental Man and
thus creates the Lylmik race. I wonder if May has any books planned for
this part of the story or is it just left to our imagination.

Do I really have to wait until next year for book 1 of the Galactic Mileu
Trilogy? Argh!!!

Enough rambling. Have a good day.

Andy J. Williams
User Services Consultant
Kiewit Computation Center
Dartmouth College
RFD1 #268
Lebanon NH 03766
(H)603-643-2177

------------------------------

Date: 7 Aug 90 23:04:06 GMT
From: jmf@abacus.uucp (Joan Frankel)
Subject: Re: Julian May

>...time and was of course interested in the parts of Intervention that
>take place here. She did a really good job of describing the town. The
>funny part is that even through she was very careful to not be very
>specific about the town so as to avoid anachronisms and things like that,
>a great many of the things she did mention specifically are already gone
>or will be soon.

I think some other events in Intervention are supposed to have already
taken place because they are given dates in '89 and so forth.  This is kind
of disappointing to me, because it projects the whole series into an
alternate universe by default (she can't be describing past and future
Earth if some historical events just haven't happened on schedule).  It's
the penalty for using a real, immediate setting for an sf novel.

------------------------------

Date: 7 Aug 90 15:39:34 GMT
From: GMORR00@ricevm1.bitnet (elmo)
Subject: Re: Julian May (SPOILERS!!!)

   To be completely honest, I found, as you did not, the Saga of Pliocene
Exile to be utterly, ludicrously unbelievable.
   ONE group of exiles contained: an expert on survival, an expert on
Pliocene life, one extremely powerful former psionic who (inevitably)
recovers her powers, and not one but TWO virtually omnipotent potential
psychics.
   That's what, twenty pages into the first book?  That's where Julian lost
me.  I did finish the series; Julian writes adequately and I can read
almost anything, but I DIDN'T ENJOY IT :-)
   Okay, so it is readable, but it is NOT believable.

Elmo
morrow@physics.rice.edu

------------------------------

Date: 7 Aug 90 23:25:51 GMT
From: jmf@abacus.uucp (Joan Frankel)
Subject: Re: Roberson

MFDICK01%ULKYVM@PUCC.PRINCETON.EDU (Mark Dickson) writes:
>Has anyone out there read any of the books in the "Chronicles of the
>Cheysuli" series by Jennifer Roberson? The books currently out are
>"Shapechangers", "The Song of Homana", "The Legacy of the Sword", "Flight
>of the Raven", "Track of the White Wolf", "A Pride of Princes", and
>"Daughter of the Lion". The only book left in the series, "Tapestry of the
>Lion", has not been published yet.  I've read every book that she has
>written in the series and was wondering what other people think about it.
>I've enjoyed it for the most part, but found "Flight of the Raven" a bit
>disappointing. I'm waiting to hear (see) some comments.
 
By concept (shapechangers ride again) I thought it would be really silly;
by glance-at-text I thought it would be a decent "fast-read" (i.e., had
quasi-literate sentences, unlike, say, Anne McCaffrey).

After reading many of the books, in order, I find it a surprisingly decent,
but not spectacularly notable, dynastic chronicle series.  Some segments
are amateurish, some are quite admirably worked out.  Each book's heroes &
heroines are too similar to the last book's in description and behavior,
but not indistinguishably so.  It ultimately suffers from inconsistencies
inherent in the shapechanger lore ("where do their clothes go?" Roberson
poses; "they are hidden 'in the Earth'" she replies. It also suffers from
serialitis; the time, and number of "chronicles", it takes to fulfil that
prophecy mentioned in the 1st book gets longer and longer.

Roberson's newer series, something like "Sworddancer", is much worse.  The
narrator is a muscle-bound oaf (with requisite pitiful past) so Roberson
apparently feels she must inhabit the brain of said oaf to produce his
voice; an appropriate concept, but she does it with elaborate coyness.  The
lethal mistake, however, is when she ends book II with a surprising (for
this type of series) event which promises an interesting continuation, then
completely invalidates her book II ending with book III.  I wonder if the
change of heart was her idea or some editor's.

------------------------------

Date: 8 Aug 90 00:24:25 GMT
From: chuq@apple.com (Spot the Wonder Dog)
Subject: Roberson (was Re: thanks, questions, replies

jmf@abacus.uucp (Joan Frankel) writes:
>Roberson's newer series, something like "Sworddancer", is much worse.

Sword-dancer, Sword-singer, Sword-maker and Sword-breaker (in progress. I
hope I have that right)

>The lethal mistake, however, is when she ends book II with a surprising
>(for this type of series) event which promises an interesting
>continuation, then completely invalidates her book II ending with book
>III.  I wonder if the change of heart was her idea or some editor's.

That was her idea. She and I had a little argument over that one as well.
She was trying for a specific impact and, while I can see what she was
trying to do, I think she fell flat on her face. She disagrees. Since
Jennifer is the author, she gets the last word in the argument (although I
still think she blew it).

Chuq Von Rospach
chuq@apple.com

------------------------------

Date: 7 Aug 90 19:15:00 GMT
From: fweaver@bigvax.alfred.edu ("J. SCOTT WEAVER")
Subject: Saberhaven's Swords.  (Minor Spoilers)

I have been rereading Saberhagen's Swords series.  The recent discussion of
the Empire of the East makes the implied history in the books a lot
clearer.  I'll really have to try to find EotE.  While reading, I compiled
the following list of symbols and names for the swords.  I am tempted go on
to track the location of each sword through the series, but that would be a
total spoiler.

     Name           Symbol    Synonyms

 1.  Coinspinner    Dice      Sword of Chance
 2.  Doomgiver      Circle    Sword of Justice
 3.  Dragonslicer   Dragon    Sword of Heroes
 4.  Farslayer      Target    Sword of Vengeance
 5.  Woundhealer    Hand      Sword of Mercy
                              Sword of Love
 6.  Mindsword      Banner
 7.  Shieldbreaker  Hammer    Sword of Force
 8.  Sightblinder   Eye       Sword of Stealth
 9.  Soulcutter     none      Tyrant's Blade
                              Sword of Despair
10.  Stonecutter    Wedge     Sword of Seige
11.  Townsaver      Castle    Sword of Fury
12.  Wayfinder      Arrow     Sword of Wisdom

(I am amazed at the things that I will do to avoid cleaning my desk.)

J. Scott Weaver
Internet: fweaver@bigvax.alfred.edu
Bitnet: fweaver@ceramics

------------------------------

Date: 7 Aug 90 19:16:59 GMT
From: AEGQC@CUNYVM (AUDRA GRABER)
Subject: Re: Illuminatus trilogy...

I couldn't disagree more with the recommendation to read _The Illuminatus
Trilogy_.  Despite being an avid reader and having a taste for complex
plots, I found this series mindlessly obsessed with three things: sex,
unnecessary temporal confusion (due primarily to a fault in writing style
and ability), and uninteresting characters.  For so long a work, there just
wasn't enough meat to hold my attention once I had picked through the
grizzle.  This should be the series of desperation, an absolute last
resort.  Any masochists out there?

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	      Books - Clarke (2 msgs) & Eddings & Lafferty &
                      May (5 msgs) & Rawn (2 msgs) & 
                      Requests (2 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 8 Aug 90 17:34:20 GMT
From: bilbo.OsbuSouth@xerox.com
Subject: Re: SF-LOVERS Digest  V15 #284

>Is ACC working on a "3001?" or has he mentioned anything about it in
>interviews?

I remember reading an interview with him where he left the whole question
open.  Something along the lines of the "odyssey never ends" or some such.
If memory serves, he does intend to write at least one more.

MKB

------------------------------

Date: 8 Aug 90 20:20:08 GMT
From: jmann@angmar.sw.stratus.com (Jim Mann)
Subject: Beyond the Fall of Night

Warning: This review may contain Spoilers.

While I at times think that Arthur Clarke is overrated, I think his _The
City and the Stars_ is one of the best books of its type. It does a better
job of evoking a very far future society than any book I have seen like it.
_Against the Fall of Night_, an earlier version of TCITS, is also good,
though lacking some of the texture of the later book.

I was quite enthused when I heard that Greg Benford was writing a sequel to
_Against the Fall of Night_. I am very fond of Benford (his last two novels
were on my Hugo nominations list) and thus I was quite anxious to get his
new book.

Well, first of all, the book isn't all new. The first half is simply
_Against the Fall of Night_, reprinted. It doesn't say this anywhere on the
book that I can see, but I compared it to my original. Basically, this is a
TOR double but not marketed that way.

The Benford part of the book is quite interesting. The future he
postulates, one in which the biological sciences and not the physical
sciences dominate, is quite nicely done.  And as always from Benford, the
characters are well drawn and the writing is smooth. It is worth reading.
But...

I don't like it as a sequel to _Against the Fall of Night_. Perhaps it is
that I'm so fond of the original, that I just don't like where Benford went
with it. _Against the Fall of Night_ ends, essentially, with the remark
that, somewhere at the end of time, the Mad Mind would escape the black sun
and fight Vannamonde among the ruins of the stars. This is a marvelously
evocative ending. Also, the fact that the Mad Mind is only a figure
mentioned in history, but never seen, makes it all the more powerful and
ominous. Benford has the Mad Mind escape early, to confront Vannamonde,
humanity, and other races. This takes away Clarke's ending. It also makes
the Mad Mind seem less interesting, since it is now in the forefront, not
just a figure of history and legend.

Again, to sum up: read the book. What Benford has written is interesting in
its own right. You may be a bit disappointed however, if you were expecting
more of what Clarke had started.

Jim

------------------------------

Date: 8 Aug 90 16:18:08 GMT
From: INFOSY11@uconnvm.bitnet (Mike Loux)
Subject: David Eddings and religion

Funny that this discussion should come up now. I just finished re-reading
the Belgariad, as well as the Malloreon (as far as it has been written,
that is) and then I read the first and only book so far of the Elenium.
What I noticed is that his prejudice towards religion seems to hold true in
the Elenium as well.

Notice that, while religion plays more of a key part here than it does in
the Malloreon or the Belgariad, it seems to have that same offhandedness as
the others did. Here, the Elene God seems to be the God we know (and love)
here today. However, there is also the Styric and Troll Gods, and
Sephrenia, a Styric, has made light of the Elene God, as have several other
key people in the story, including Sparhawk, Kalten, Flute, and Talen. The
people who are most devoted to their religion, like Sir Bevier of the
Cyrinic Knights, are shown to be these devout saintly characters that seem
to make the other characters want to vomit.

But what seems to be even worse is that the entire religion seems to be a
struggle for power. Look at the whole deal with the succession to the
Archprelacy. Annias wants to get his hands on the Archprelate's mitre, and
he isn't even serving his God anymore. At one point Sparhawk pointed out
that Annias was not acting like himself, rather like he was being
controlled by someone. I have a feeling that that someone is the Elder
Styric God Azash.

So, what this all boils down to is: by George, I think you've got it!

Now, concerning some stuff on the Belgariad. Taiba, the Marag woman they
found and rescued in the dungeons of Rak Cthol, was thought by Relg at
first to be a sinful woman, partially due to the fact that she despised
religion. This can be attributed, I think, to the fact that the only
religion she ever saw was that of the Grolims, and their heart-ripping
fanaticism to Kal Torak. She also had heard, through rumor, that Mara had
abandoned her people, when the real truth was that all of them had been
killed, except for her. Therefore, since Mara was weeping that all of his
children were dead, when he heard about Taiba's existence, he naturally
wanted to take special care of her. Therefore he would protect her from the
ghosts that inhabited Maragor, and keep a special watch over her. Plus, she
married Relg, who was a prominent religious figure in his own right, and
the two eventually gave birth to the new Gorim. So I don't really see why
she would want to stay away from Maragor any more than she would from any
other place.

Phew! that was a long one. I'll step down from my pulpit now.

Can't wait for the Seeress of Kell!!!!!!!!!

Mike Loux
University of Connecticut Computer Center
Storrs, CT
INFOSY11@UCONNVM

------------------------------

Date: 8 Aug 90 13:25:11 GMT
From: rolf@sparc1
Subject: R.A. Lafferty books

Books by Lafferty? Well, just looking at my shelves, I see:

Annals of Klepsis
Apocalypses
Archipelago
Arrive At Easterwine
Aurelia
Devil is Dead,The
Does Anyone Else Have Something Further To Add?
Flame is Green,The
Fourth Mansions
Golden Gate and Other Stories
Half A Sky
Nine Hundred Grandmothers
Not To Mention Camels
Okla Hannali
Past Master
Reefs of Earth,The
Ringing Changes
Serpent's Egg
Space Chantey 
Strange Doings
Through Elegant Eyes

For a complete bibliography, plus many small books of poems and stories by
Lafferty, contact

Chris Drumm
PO Box 445
Polk City, Iowa 50226 

------------------------------

Date: 8 Aug 90 15:36:29 GMT
From: eliz@ai.mit.edu (Elizabeth Willey)
Subject: Julian May (SPOILERS!!!)

Elmo writes that he had difficulty believing in the statistically unlikely
compostion of the critical group who went back to the Pliocene.

I'm glad someone else choked on the initial premise of the book.  She could
have spread those characters around a little.  However, I was willing to
grant her that one.  Anyone can have a good day, when all kinds of
statistically unlikely but wonderful things happen *and* his horoscope
predicts them all.

My real gag came when I realized that, despite all the people who have gone
before them, everyone who went back behaved as if he were entering an
unpopulated world!  Without social structures or human context! An Eden of
sorts without restrictions or regulations.  Given the nature of humans,
that we form groups and societies at the drop of a hat (ever been stranded
with a collection of total strangers for a few hours?  Amazing how quickly
a hierarchy appears), it is simply insane that there was, for example, no
academic clique standing around theorizing on the kind of society
developing Back There.

On the other hand, once May gets the ball rolling it rolls very well
indeed, so let's not knock too hard.  Even Homer nodded.

------------------------------

Date: 8 Aug 90 17:27:40 GMT
From: fuzzy@athena.mit.edu (Pinkdex - TNG)
Subject: Re: Julian May (SPOILERS!!!)

GMORR00@RICEVM1.BITNET (Elmo) writes:
>   To be completely honest, I found, as you did not, the Saga of Pliocene
>Exile to be utterly, ludicrously unbelievable.
>
>   ONE group of exiles contained: an expert on survival, an expert on
>Pliocene life, one extremely powerful former psionic who (inevitably)
>recovers her powers, and not one but TWO virtually omnipotent potential
>psychics.

   You miss something important, and to be sure not apparent until one has
read _Intervention_: there was nothing left to chance about the composition
of that fateful group. Some very powerful puppetmasters were doing their
best to pull the strings to get those people there at that time.

   Unfortunately, it *does* make for a less than optimum plot device, to
have such a powerful group right there and all.  However, a quadrology
about a group of ordinary joes wouldn't have been nearly so exciting.

> That's what, twenty pages into the first book?  That's where Julian lost
>me.

   I hope you're exaggerating for effect here: the nature of some of the
members of (Group Green?) take several hundred pages to come to light or to
come into existence (remember Felice was tortured).

>I did finish the series; Julian writes adequately and I can read almost
>anything, but I DIDN'T ENJOY IT :-)
>   Okay, so it is readable, but it is NOT believable.

   So?  Fantasy is by definition NOT believable.  That doesn't make it
*not* worth your time.

   If you haven't picked up _Intervention_, I'd recommend you do so.  It
may go a long way towards resolving your objections to plot elements in the
quadrology.

Connie Hirsch  	
fuzzy@athena.mit.edu	

------------------------------

Date: 8 Aug 90 18:41:18 GMT
From: ack@eleazar.dartmouth.edu (Andy J. Williams)
Subject: Re: Julian May (SPOILERS!!!)

GMORR00@RICEVM1.BITNET (elmo) writes:
>   To be completely honest, I found, as you did not, the Saga of Pliocene
>Exile to be utterly, ludicrously unbelievable.

Ah, I should have been more clear. I was speaking of Intervention when
talking of believability. I, too, found Pliocene a bit too contrived in
places. A good yarn, but very off the beaten path. Intervention was far
more realistic to me.

Andy J. Williams
User Services Consultant
Kiewit Computation Center
Dartmouth College
RFD1 #268
Lebanon NH 03766
(H)603-643-2177

------------------------------

Date: 8 Aug 90 21:21:09 GMT
From: jmf@abacus.uucp (Joan Frankel)
Subject: Re: Julian May

GMORR00@RICEVM1.BITNET (Elmo) writes:
>   To be completely honest, I found, as you did not, the Saga of Pliocene
>Exile to be utterly, ludicrously unbelievable.
>
>   ONE group of exiles contained: an expert on survival, an expert on
>Pliocene life, one extremely powerful former psionic who (inevitably)
>recovers her powers, and not one but TWO virtually omnipotent potential
>psychics.

A major feature of these voluntary exiles was their bad fit with the
Galactic Milieu, which featured group-co-operation in a big way, meshing of
psychic powers, etc.; presumably their sense of their own latent powers
(May represents lots of them as blocked/latent psychics who would never
coalesce with the Mileau) and undoubtably their huge egos impelled this
particularly combustable group of people to emigrate into the past.  May
actually makes this point very clear.

Of course, that group of trouble-maker exiles in Florida are true exiles,
prisoners of a crushed rebellion referred to by May who were jettisoned
into the Pliocene against their will.

What I liked best about the books was the complete trashing of
recent-sf-style "noble & superior" fairies & the several-chapters-long
synopsis at the start of each successive book which reads like a mini-novel
and often clarifies things better than the text of the actual previous
novel.  If you skipped these, you skipped something neat and informative.

------------------------------

Date: 9 Aug 90 03:59:07 GMT
From: danielce@uluru5.ecr.mu.oz (Daniel Ake CAROSONE)
Subject: Re: Julian May (SPOILERS!!!)

eliz@AI.MIT.EDU (Elizabeth Willey) writes:
 > Elmo writes that he had difficulty believing in the statistically
> unlikely compostion of the critical group who went back to the Pliocene.
 
I must admit that she does ask you to swallow this initial pill in order
to get into the story. It is a small concession to make, and well worth it
in the long run.

I think that it probably comes from May's (*BUZZWORD ALERT*) holistic
approach to writing the series as a whole. If what she says is true (from
"A Pliocene Companion") she started out writing the Milieu Trilogy, and
then went for the Pliocene Twist. She had carefully mapped most of the
course of the series well before writing seriously commenced, and in this
regard she had become used to the way her characters interacted in
established patterns well into the series, and was perhaps not aware of the
assumptions made at the start. It is a frequently made observation that
May's work is very strongly internally consistent, this is one of my
favourite things about the series.

I think Eliz's wording above is very important. The point is very much that
Group Green were a critical group, very much out of the ordinary.
Statistics does not apply in this case (except, perhaps, in accordance with
the author's wishes :-) They are repeatedly referred to as such, in the
synopses at the beginning of books 2,3,4. They are NOT supposed to be just
any group that we happen to follow through the Guderian device.

> My real gag came when I realized that, despite all the people who have
> gone before them, everyone who went back behaved as if he were entering
> an unpopulated world!  Without social structures or human context! An
> Eden of sorts without restrictions or regulations.  Given the nature of
> humans, that we form groups and societies at the drop of a hat (ever been
> stranded with a collection of total strangers for a few hours?  Amazing
> how quickly a hierarchy appears), it is simply insane that there was, for
> example, no academic clique standing around theorizing on the kind of
> society developing Back There.

Er, yes, but you must consider that the people who came through l'Auberge
du Porteil were very much socially different. This is merely a mitigating
factor, rather than an excuse, but it is significant that most of the
people who went through were seeking an escape from humanity. It would take
a while for the public (Milieu) image of pliocene life to be replaced by
acceptance of the reality of Tanu domination. Most still wanted their
individualistic lives, witness the breakup of the Finiah-bound group after
the slaying of Epone.  They cooperated when necessary, and generally
behaved as social animals to the extent to which they were allowed, but
given the opportunity they went their own ways, trying to escape the Tanu
and establish what they had planned for.

> On the other hand, once May gets the ball rolling it rolls very well
> indeed, so let's not knock too hard.  Even Homer nodded.

Let's hope she keeps it rolling just as well into the next series. These
are books for which I am (grudgingly) willing to wait, as I know that the
delay means that Julian is producing a much better book.

Daniel Carosone
danielce@ecr.mu.OZ.AU

------------------------------

Date: 7 Aug 90 14:19:33 GMT
From: wolf@mel.cipl.uiowa.edu
Subject: Dragon Prince

Has anyone read the Dragon Prince?  It is the first book in a trilogy, the
second book is the Star Scroll.  I have just begun it and I am pretty busy
so I haven't had time to get far.  I was wondering about opinions about it,
if it is something incredible to read I might make more time to read.

Michael

------------------------------

Date: 8 Aug 90 18:54:48 GMT
From: IMS103@psuvm.psu.edu (Ian Matthew Smith)
Subject: Re: Dragon Prince

Rawn's Dragon Prince trilogy has become one of my favorite series and I am
eagerly awaiting the fourth book due out sometime this year.  It did take
me until I was a fair amount into the book before I really started to get
into it.  I do not believe she has published anything else but I could be
mistaken.  From just this series she has made my personal "Top 5" list.  I
would recommend finishing it.  Enjoy!

Ian Smith 
ims103@psuvm.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 3 Aug 90 09:11:46 GMT
From: mau@alice.cselt.stet.it
Subject: yet another "missing title"

I remember a short story I (nearly) read on an anthology. It told about a
world with a huge computer self-repairing which eliminated the need of man
to fix it. At a certain moment, it became malfunctioning, and people had to
call the last man who knew something about it. He went into the computer,
found a series of minirobots who should do the repairing but were idle or
mad, was confused with one of them and brought it into a furnace "to be
remade".  Then... I do not know, as I borrowed the book from my library and
the few next pages were missing :-( :-( .  Any idea about author and title?
   Thanks to all.

------------------------------

Date: 6 Aug 90 19:32:32 GMT
From: d546640s@edinboro.edu (Palin Pax Wyrmsbane)
Subject: another name this book please...

Hello again.

   I was wondering if anyone out there could help me with the title/author
of this book. (I read it about 4-5 years ago.)

It was about (if I got it right) a Terran who worked as an
interplanetary(?)  tour guide.  On one of his tours, he gets captured by a
tribe of blue-skinned people whose queen needs to mate with a red-haired
male (which is what our hero happens to be).  Eventually he escapes (I
think) and goes back to Earth.

Thanks.

David J. Stayduhar
D546640S@Edinboro.Edu

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
***********************
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Date: 9 Aug 90 10:43:15 GMT
From: kevin@cs.hw.ac.uk (Kevin Waugh)
Subject: Information about Mark Adlard

Can anyone supply a brief biography of Mark Adlard?

The only thing I know is that he wrote _The Interface Trilogy_ (Books two
and three are called _Volteface_ and _Multiface_) the copies I have are Ace
publications from 1978, copyright 1972.

Anyone know what book one is called? 

The storyline of _The Interface Trilogy_ is basically about a futuristic
utopia gone wrong, in which the 'Executives' have to reintroduce work in
order to keep the populous happy.  Based in the UK, and centered around
TCity (Tyneside) with lots of local references, (Lindisfarne island) and a
good attempt at transcribing Geordie into text.

It's a good farce.  One passage annoyed my fellow bus passengers when I
found myself laughing uncontrollably.

K.G. Waugh
Computer Science Dept
Heriot Watt Univ.
79 Grassmarket
Edinburgh, Scotland, UK
(44) 031-225-6465x549
JANET kevin@cs.hw.ac.uk
UUCP  ...!ukc!cs.hw.ac.uk!kevin

------------------------------

Date: 9 Aug 90 16:30:36 GMT
From: mikey@hpsemc.cup.hp.com (Mike Yawn)
Subject: Re: Beyond the Fall of Night

I was wondering why the net seemed awfully quiet on the subject of this
book; maybe no one else has read it.

This was the first time I'd ever read anything by Benford.  Against the
Fall of Night, and its rewritten version (The City and the Stars) are some
of my all time favorites.  Having 'Against the Fall of Night' reprinted as
the first part of this book, so that it was fresh in my mind when I began
reading Benford's sequel, only served to highlight what would have been
obvious anyway: Benford's work is crap.

What should we expect from a sequel to 'Against the Fall of Night'?  Well,
I expect Alvin to make more than just a cameo appearance.  I expect to
learn more about the cultures of Diaspar and Lys, and see the problems that
arise from integrating those cultures.  Clarke's work hinted at all sorts
of problems that would have to be met by these cities as they met their new
future.  A 'proper' sequel to AtFoN would have dealt with this; perhaps as
its main story, or perhaps just in outline, if (as Benford chose to do) the
story is to take place after these problems have been solved.  A proper
sequel would not, however, just jump in at some indeterminate future date
with all these loose ends unresolved.

Clarke created a fascinating world, interesting characters, and dropped
enough hints of possible future events to make for an exciting sequel.
Benford has has thrown all this out so that he can create his own world,
his own characters, and a storyline which is not any sort of logical
outgrowth from what occurred in the earlier work.  I really have to suspect
that Benford wrote this story as a stand-alone story, and later changed a
few minor things (the generic malicious force becomes the mad mind, the
benevolent race becomes the humans from Diaspar/Lys) and passed it off as a
sequel.

I not only felt that this failed as a sequel to AtFoN, I feel that it
failed to be interesting fiction at all.  Benford paints a richly detailed
picture of a very interesting world, but the plot seems to have no purpose
other than to move characters from place to place so that Benford can show
how cleverly he can develop this 'living planet' idea.  Boring characters
with a pointless plot makes for pretty poor storytelling that a fantastic
setting cannot begin to save.

Has anybody else (besides the original poster) read this?  Is this typical
of Benford's work?

------------------------------

Date: 9 Aug 90 15:59:47 GMT
From: GMORR00@ricevm1.bitnet (elmo)
Subject: Re: Julian May (SPOILERS!!!)

     I suppose it's obvious that I have not read _Intervention_.
Puppetmasters controlling the composition of the group would remove my
objections.  It does not reflect well on May's writing that the existence
of the puppetmastery is not used to explain the composition _in the work in
which it is relevant_.  _Intervention_ postdates _Pliocene_ by quite a bit,
and _Pliocene_ does not lead one inexorably to _Intervention_.
     However, comments on _Intervention_ have been pretty uniformly
positive, so I'll see if the local used book store (Paperbacks Etc, in
Houston, plug) has copies.

Elmo
morrow@physics.rice.edu

------------------------------

Date: 10 Aug 90 08:40:59 GMT
From: danielce@uluru5.ecr.mu.oz (Daniel Ake CAROSONE)
Subject: Re: Julian May

GMORR00@RICEVM1.BITNET (Elmo) writes:
>   I'll agree with you that the group of exiles had very good reason to
> choose exile; what I was complaining about was that every pivotal exile
> character just happened to go to exile in the SAME group.

EVERY?
  Marc Remillard? !!!!
  Greg Donnet?
  (whatever hisser name was that reversed the women's sterilization)?
  Ange'lique Guderain?
  Tony Wayland?
  Mercedes Lamballe?
  (all the others on Ocala Island)?

All of these characters (and more) had a drastic effect upon Pliocene
civilization, even if they were not often in the focus of the reader's
attention.
 
I shall take for granted that you were limiting your statement to humans.

I tried reinterpreting your statement as "every character in the group was
a pivotal character" (in regards to the plot) This is certainly much closer
to the truth, but even then there are grey areas. Claude does not do much
other than his trick with the amber, Anna-Maria Roccaro has an important
role to play, but really only in regards to her ministrations to the more
powerful members of Group Green. Richard exits at the end of the first
book, although his brief time is vital. Stein is kept quiet, and like
Amerie is only vital for his effect on others (Aiken, Felice).  While these
characters all have interesting stories, there are many others of similar
world-wide unimportance that we never meet.

The only interpretation that makes real sense is that all the members of
Group Green are pivotal in the sense that the novels center around their
actions (rather than the world being majorly influenced by them). This is
perfectly reasonable, they are the characters that Julian May chose to use
to show us the pliocene. We spend 113 pages with them before we meet any of
the others, excluding Mercy and Madame but both are fleeting references So
your [modified] statement amounts to a statement of the bleedin' obvious in
this sense.

True, three earth-shakers (Elizabeth, Aiken, Felice in no particular order)
did come through together, and they had drastic direct effects on the
plight of the pliocene civilisation. This is perfectly feasible, as May
never pretended the group was anyway near average. Especially if you take
the view that Atoning Unifex was meddling at that point. (Egad, did he kill
Lawrence Orme?)

Daniel Carosone
danielce@ecr.mu.OZ.AU

------------------------------

Date: 8 Aug 90 21:18:53 GMT
From: MFDICK01@ulkyvm.bitnet
Subject: Sheckley

Jesse Wright (jdwrig01@ulkyvm.bitnet) has asked me to forward this message:

Sheckley's "The 10th Victim" was originally "The 7th Victim". Director
Carlo Ponti changed the number to ten for the sake of the movie title.  I
guess ten is more significant than seven.  Also my favorite Sheckley short
story is "Love, Inc." I saw it published in 67 or 68 in a Playboy anthology
of science fiction, which also included, by the way, the original version
of "The Fly."

Mark Dickson
University of Louisville

------------------------------

Date: 8 Aug 90 05:07:31 GMT
From: GRIGSBY@auvm.auvm.edu
Subject: Re: Illuminatus trilogy...

I guess I'll have to disagree with Audra Graber on this one.  I found the
'Illuminatus' trilogy to be immensely entertaining, if you can forgive two
things:
1) An obviously male point of view (may or may not be a drawback,
   depending) 
2) An exaggerated reverence toward LSD.
Other than that, I found the temporal confusion you speak of very easy to
deal with after the first 100 pages or so.  As for uninteresting
characters, that's your judgement, but I have a hard time seeing where it
comes from.

There are two main errors one can make while reading Illuminatus: reading
it as purely a work of fiction, in which case it loses its relevance,
power, and interest, and taking it completely seriously, in which case you
are irredeemably bonkers.  The fun lies in trying to puzzle out the truth
from the heaps of horseshit, and the realization that reality is
thermoplastic - it can be distorted or revised by anyone with the will and
means.  Think: how much of what you 'know' is completely first-hand?  Who
determines your reality, and why do you accept their version of the truth?
HOW DO YOU KNOW THAT YOUR MOST CHERISHED BELIEFS AREN'T A FEVER DREAM?
<ahem> Keep some of the above in mind when you start reading, and the book
will suddenly make sense.  Its point is not just to tell a story.  Good
luck and beware.

------------------------------

Date: 8 Aug 90 16:01:17 GMT
From: fornax!manuel@andrew.cs.ubc.ca (Frank Manuel)
Subject: Re: Illuminatus trilogy...

AEGQC@CUNYVM (AUDRA GRABER) writes:
> I couldn't disagree more with the recommendation to read _The Illuminatus
> Trilogy_.  Despite being an avid reader and having a taste for complex
> plots, I found this series mindlessly obssesed with three things: sex,
> unnecessary temporal confusion (due primarily to a fault in writing style
> and ability), and uninteresting characters.  For so long a work, there
> just wasn't enough meat to hold my attention once I had picked through
> the grizzle.  This should be the series of desperation, an absolute last
> resort.  Any masochists out there?

I not only read it, but found it to be outrageously funny, not entirely
tongue in cheek, and most enjoyable. Not everyone's cup of tea, I can tell,
but then after two ten year marriages I am willing to entertain the
possibility that there's an element of masochism in me.

------------------------------

Date: 8 Aug 90 23:32:36 GMT
From: robl@hpnmdla.hp.com (Rob Laddish)
Subject: Zelazny: Isle of the Dead

    Well, it appears that Zelazny has another (teeny tiny) book out. It is
called "Isle of the Dead" and I found it quite enjoyable. I did notice that
it was copyright 1969, but published 1990. Maybe that is why it had such a
"fresh" feel. Has anyone else read it, and what do you think?

Robert Laddish
Hewlett Packard Co.           
1400 Fountaingrove pkwy
Santa Rosa, Ca. 95403
707-577-3767
robl@hpnmd.hp.com

------------------------------

Date: 9 Aug 90 15:52:11 GMT
From: jmf@abacus.uucp (Joan Frankel)
Subject: Re: Zelazny: Isle of the Dead

robl@hpnmdla.HP.COM (Rob Laddish) writes:
>Well, it appears that Zelazny has another (teeny tiny) book out. It is
>called "Isle of the Dead" and I found it quite enjoyable. I did notice
>that it was copyright 1969, but published 1990. Maybe that is why it had
>such a "fresh" feel. Has anyone else read it, and what do you think?

I read it in 1969, you can bet it was published then.  Old Zelazny stuff is
"fresh" feeling, good stuff.  Newish, as in the past 20 years, Zelazny
stuff has the feel to me of wheel-spinning-time, and that certainly
includes the interminable Amber series, although in my opinion the more
recent Amber books are somewhat better written than the earlier series.

------------------------------

Date: 9 Aug 90 18:05:34 GMT
From: jmann@angmar.sw.stratus.com (Jim Mann)
Subject: Re: Zelazny: Isle of the Dead

I don't like most of Zelazny's recent novels. However, I think a number of
the short stories he's written over the last 10-15 years have been quite
good.

Jim

------------------------------

Date: 2 Aug 90 04:47:30 GMT
From: DATACTL@utahlib.bitnet (Jeff Jonsson)
Subject: Re: SF-LOVERS Digest   V15 #280

   Well, I know it takes a day for we email bound people to get this stuff,
but I will throw out my favorites just for the heck of it, and we'll just
see if they make the digest.

The Stars My Destination.........Alfred Bester
Ringworld........................Larry Niven
Ringworld Engineers..............Larry Niven
Dune.............................Frank Herbert
The Hitchhiker's Tetralogy.......Douglas Adams
Starship Troopers................Robert Heinlein
Costigan's Needle................Jerry Sohl

Jeff Jonsson
DATACTL@UTAHLIB.BITNET

------------------------------

Date: 2 Aug 90 08:55:13 GMT
From: ATKINSON@vaxrom.decnet.cern.ch
Subject: RE: SF-LOVERS Digest   V15 #280

I note with dread the "best SF books" item. No doubt lots of other people
will say 'Oh no, not again', but:

Flowers for Algernon (Daniel Keyes)
Earth Abides  (George Stewart)
Tom's Midnight Garden (Philippa Pearce) (well, it's near enough SF)
Star Smashers of the Galaxy Rangers (Harry Harrison)

------------------------------

Date: 2 Aug 90 09:54:43 GMT
From: chris@tcom.stc.co.uk (Chris Milton)
Subject: Re: Fantasy recommedations

To my eternal shame I can only think of one recentish publication which
really is more historicalish than fantasy.  Good read though.
It's Roberta McAvoy's The Book Of Kells. 

Not all multi-volume things are either big or heavy going, by the way.
Roberta McAvoy's Damiano trilogy aren't bad for either, and niether is
Patricia McKillup's Riddle Master Of Hed trilogy, though the latter has
definite substance that you do have to grapple with.  The size is small
though.

Lastly, ever read Alan Garner? he mainly wrote children's stories but I
still enjoy them a lot, especially if I want a rich but light read.  If you
haven't tried him have a go at The Owl Service and the twosome The
Wierdstone Of Brisignam (sp?) and The Moon Of Gomrath.  Okay?!  Hope it's
been helpful anyway!!

------------------------------

Date: 2 Aug 90 19:10:33 GMT
From: dant@mrloog.wr.tek.com (Dan Tilque)
Subject: Re: Fantasy recommedations

dant@mrloog.WR.TEK.COM (Dan Tilque) writes:
>   QUEST FOR APOLLO by Micheal Leahey (sp?)

I checked the author's name.  It's Micheal Lahey.  This book came out in
paperback several months ago.  Conceivably it's out of print now.

Dan Tilque
dant@mrloog.WR.TEK.COM

------------------------------

Date: 3 Aug 90 17:04:05 GMT
From: chuq@apple.com (Smile when you say that)
Subject: Re: Fantasy recommedations

chris@tcom.stc.co.uk (Chris Milton) writes:
>To my eternal shame I can only think of one recentish publication which
>really is more historicalish than fantasy.  Good read though.  It's
>Roberta McAvoy's The Book Of Kells.

Book of Kells isn't particularly recent. It's been around for a while.

Good, self-contained fantasy books:

Bradley, Marion Zimmer: Mists of Avalon
Brunner, John: The Compleat Traveller in Black.
Brust, Steven: Brokedown Palace
Brust, Steven: To Reign in Hell
Bull, Emma: The War For the Oaks.
Christian, Catherine: Pendragon
De Lint, Charles: Jack, the Giant Killer
De Lint, Charles: Riddle of the Wren
Deitz, Tom: The Gryphon King (related to, but independent of, his other
   books) 
Goldstein, Lisa: A Mask for the General (unless you consider it SF.
   Ambiguous) 
McKiernan, Dennis: Dragondoom
Murphy, Pat: The Falling Woman
Roessner, Michaela: Walkabout Woman
Sutcliff, Rosemary: Sword at Sunset
Wrede, Pat: Snow White and Rose Red
Yarbro, Chelsea Quinn: A Candle for D'Artagnan (part of a series of
	independent books. All can be read independently, though).

That's off the top of my head. I'm sure I'm missing some.

>not all multi-volume things are either big or heavy going, by the way.

No. Multi-volume books are not inherently bad (Hyperion/Fall of Hyperion,
Tolkien, Ray Feist's books to name three). They are, however, also a place
where authors can get lazy and flabby and write stories that are much
longer in length than they deserve to be. It's a lot easier in many ways to
write a bad trilogy than it is to write three bad, independent books.

Chuq Von Rospach
chuq@apple.com

------------------------------

Date: 4 Aug 90 04:44:33 GMT
From: rhanschk@uhasun.hartford.edu (Ruth Hanschka)
Subject: re: Fantasy Recommendations

   H.Beam Piper - anything you can get your hands on.  Lord Kalvan of
Otherwhen is supposed to be SF, but it reads like fantasy to me.  There is
a sequel, but it was written by John F. Carr and Roland Green.  Piper
himself wrote a book called Paratime, related to Kalvan, but it's more
closely related to SF.  [title on Carr/Green: The Great KIng's War]
   Another author I like is Robin McKinley. If you want some good
adolescent stuff, hers fills the bill.
   Folks have been mentioning Randall Garrett, but not saying much more.
Some of his books are written around an alternate-world Sherlock Holmes.
The charecter's name is Lord Darcy and they're pretty darned good.
[_Murder and Magic_, _Too Many Magicians_, and Lord Darcy Investigates_] If
anyone has any biographical info on Garrett, could you please e-mail it to
me?  I'm curious.

Ruth
rhanschk@uhasun.hartford.edu

------------------------------
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SF-LOVERS Digest            Friday, 10 Aug 1990       Volume 15 : Issue 291

Today's Topics:

	    Books - Piper (2 msgs) & Recommendations (3 msgs) &
                    Man-Kzin Wars III (2 msgs) &
                    Bantam Spectra Special Editions &
                    Requests (2 msgs) & Request Answers (4 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 4 Aug 90 13:07:52 GMT
From: csusac!potter@csufres.csufresno.edu (david potter)
Subject: H. Beam Piper / SF not fantasy

Ruth said: 
> H.Beam Piper - anything you can get you hads on.  Lord Kalvan of
> Otherwhen is supposed to be SF, but it reads like fantasy to me.  There
> is a sequel, but it was written by John F. Carr and Roland Green. Piper
> himself wrote a book called Paratime, related to Kalvan, but it's more
> closely related to SF.  <stuff deleted>
 
   This is an incredible categorization.  Piper's "Paratime Police" stories
were published in ASTOUNDING/ANALOG over a period of nearly twenty years.
They have been specifically regarded as SCIENCE fiction for nearly half a
century, and do not deal with magic.  The closest thing to magic is the use
of life-after-death as a plot element in "THE LAST ENEMY," where the
subject is treated with coherence and and the amount of logic necessary to
get published when Campbell was Editor.
 
   "LORD KALVAN OF OTHERWHEN" was very carefully researched and plotted,
and makes detailed reference to military and technological HISTORY.  The
viewpoint character is a military history buff with active-duty experience
in the U.S. military, and has sufficient understanding of medieval military
technology to make a BIG difference in the right kind of world.

------------------------------

Date: 10 Aug 90 06:35:34 GMT
From: csusac!potter@csufres.csufresno.edu (david potter)
Subject: H. Beam Piper / SF not Fantasy

H. Beam Piper was adamant about the definition of his product; at DisCon
('63, I think; the mimeo'd cover of my reference fanzine has faded to
white-on-white with age) he said:
  "I've written fantasy, but not for a long time.  I write mostly science
fiction now, with the occasional detective yarn or historical novel for a
change of pace.  Writing good SF is the most demanding and satisfying job a
man can have.  Every line of every paragraph is filled with potential
stumbling blocks, and if you can't keep a whole civilization firmly in
mind, you're flat on your face in front of your audience.  You have to know
history, economics, and science, so that when you create your world and put
your people in it, it's a real place.  *Then* you can start worrying about
how people will react to whatever it is that you're writing the story
about.  There's no point in writing about people facing something that
couldn't happen!"
  (Quoted from "SCYLLA," p9. (a one-shot fanzine pubbed at that DisCon.))

Ruth says:
>Piper himself wrote a book called Paratime, related to Kalvan, but it's
>more closely related to SF.
 
   Actually, Piper never wrote such a book.  There was a hardbound
*COLLECTION* of the "Paratime Police" stories published in the late
fifties, but the print run was small.  That same collection, with a couple
of minor additions, re-surfaced in paperback (Ace/Charter) in '81, titled
"PARATIME."  The Paratime stories appeared primarily between 1948 and 1958;
"Temple Trouble" was the last Paratime novella ASTOUNDING published.  (The
Kelly Freas cover and interior illos for "TIME CRIME" in 1955 were the best
done since Edd Cartier illustrated "POLICE PROBLEM;" Freas' version of
Hadron Dalla is the best.  So far.)
 
The major point here is that the Paratime Police stories were the running
series that defined the Paratime culture, milieu, technology, and history.
All of these are present in the "LORD KALVAN" stories, but mostly offstage;
characters from the Paratime Police stories appear throughout "LORD
KALVAN," but are not the center characters.
 
"LORD KALVAN OF OTHERWHEN" was written as three novellas to facilitate
publication in "ANALOG."  The first, "GUNPOWDER GOD," appeared when ANALOG
was still in the large format (cover and illos by John Schoenherr, rather
magnificently done) and the second, "DOWN STYPHON," after the magazine's
reversion to digest size. (cover and illos by Kelly Freas)
  The third segment, "HOST HOSTIGOS," could have appeared in late '64, but
more likely would have been in '65 or later.
  It is a matter of record that Campbell had received and read the third
segment, and intended to take it for publication.  He had returned the
manuscript of "HOST HOSTIGOS" to Piper's agent, Ken White, along with an
eight-page letter specifying changes and minor alterations he felt would
improve the story.  (Anyone who dealt with Campbell is familiar with his
approach to editing; "Make the guy produce the best work possible, THEN buy
it."  No sensible writer ever complained about it, because the Campbell
letters were veritable mines of technique, ideas, and almost-invariably
GOOD suggestions.)
  This, unfortunately, occurred at just about the time when Piper's agent,
Ken White, snuffed due to a cardiac malfunction.  White hadn't yet reported
to Piper on some paperback resale income, and *may* not have let him know
that the second "Kalvan" story had sold.  He certainly didn't forward the
manuscript of "HOST HOSTIGOS" with Campbell's detail letter, so Piper
thought he had zero income coming down the pike.
  Since Ken White had been unable to place "LITTLE FUZZY" at Ace, and
hadn't pressured for return-of-rights when Ace put "SPACE VIKING" (one of
the best-selling SF paperbacks of the period!) out of print, the only thing
Piper had going into print in '64 was the Ace paperback edition of
"JUNKYARD PLANET," a juvenile novel that Ace re-titled "THE COSMIC
COMPUTER," and the sequel to "LITTLE FUZZY," which Avon brought out under
the title "THE OTHER HUMAN RACE."  The cover on the Avon edition of "THE
OTHER HUMAN RACE" can best be described as a cover designed to turn away
*any* potential reader with eyes.  Consequently, sales were somewhat poor.
  Some *THREE MONTHS* after White punched out, Piper contacted Campbell
directly, and that was the first Campbell had heard of White's demise.
Campbell couldn't reconstruct his comments and recommendations on the
manuscript, which was lost in the morass of White's completely disorganized
papers, and told Piper he'd need to see the manuscript again.  That was
end-of-October or early November, 1964.  Piper gave up and blew his brains
out on November 9th, 1964.  (Meanwhile, the "agent" who took over Ken
White's work had *SOLD* the entire set of "KALVAN" stories to Ace, and the
paperback appeared approximately simultaneously with the ANALOG printing of
the second novella, "DOWN STYPHON."  This new "agent" hadn't bothered to
let Piper know there were checks waiting for him.  This "agent" created so
much copyright hassle by selling a story that was *already* sold that the
rights to "LORD KALVAN OF OTHERWHEN" didn't really get straightened out for
years.)
  One wonders how much better the third novella would have been if Piper
had ever seen Campbell's revision recommendations and ideas.

  Since the Paratime Police stories define the entire framework of "LORD
KALVAN OF OTHERWHEN," and "Lord Kalvan" does not violate any of the
concepts of the Paratime stories, I am at a loss to deal with Ruth's
assertion that "PARATIME" is "related" to "Lord Kalvan," but "more closely
related to SF."  If anything, the "Paratime Police" stories have *more*
dubious elements, from a hard-SF viewpoint.

------------------------------

Date: 6 Aug 90 17:22:54 GMT
From: DN5@psuvm.psu.edu
Subject: Re: Fantasy recommedations

dant@mrloog.WR.TEK.COM (Dan Tilque) says:
>However, if you're willing to read some non-Tolkienesque fantasy set in
>the late 20th century, there are a couple interesting, relatively new
>books out there:
>
>   WAR FOR THE OAKS by Emma Bull
>   QUEST FOR APOLLO by Micheal Leahey (sp?)

I can't disagree about anything positive that was said about _War for the
Oaks_.  It is one of my favorite books of all time.

If you like modern Celtic fantasy, you might like _The Gossamer Axe_, which
is somewhat similar to _War for the Oaks_, but different enough that I also
liked it very much.

On the other hand, I found _Quest for Apollo_ to be boring.  It was
interesting, in its own way, because the plot stands out on its own (there
isn't much written like it), but I still didn't like it.  Each to his/her
own.

D. Jay Newman
dn5@psuvm.psu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 7 Aug 90 17:52:38 GMT
From: chuq@apple.com (Spot, the Wonder Dog)
Subject: Re: Fantasy recommedations

>If you like modern Celtic fantasy, you might like _The Gossamer Axe_,

Gossamer Axe is by Gael Baudino.

Chuq Von Rospach
chuq@apple.com

------------------------------

Date: 7 Aug 90 21:36:34 GMT
From: amadeus@walt.cc.utexas.edu (Susan Harwood)
Subject: Re: Fantasy recommedations

I just finished _Gossamer Axe_ yesterday and it is absolutely wonderful.  I
travelled ten miles immediately after I finished it to loan it to a friend
who I thought might like it too.

If this thread has been about Andre Norton, people might be interested to
read _Black Trillium_, a collaborative effort by Norton, Julian May and
Marion Zimmer Bradley.

And has anybody else been keeping up with Louise Cooper's Indigo series?
Wow.  I definitely recommend checking that out.

Susan L. Cecelia Harwood
amadeus@ccwf.cc.utexas.edu

------------------------------

Date: 4 Aug 90 02:55:28 GMT
From: slammer!nyet!pete@salestech.com (Pete Hardie)
Subject: Re: Man-Kzin Wars III

Has anyone else noticed that the Pournelle &co stories in Man-Kzin II and
III were pastiches of Bogart films?

Pete Hardie
...!emory!stiatl!slammer!nyet!pete

------------------------------

Date: 7 Aug 90 23:33:28 GMT
From: dmcanzi@watserv1.waterloo.edu (David Canzi)
Subject: Re: Man-Kzin Wars III

pete@nyet.UUCP (Pete Hardie) writes:
>Has anyone else noticed that the Pournelle &co stories in Man-Kzin II and
>III were pastiches of Bogart films?

Is "pastiche" a polite word for "rip-off"?  I noticed. I couldn't help but
notice, it insisted on waving itself in my face, that most of "The
Children's Hour" from Man-Kzin II was what you would get if you took
"Casablanca", changed the names (except for Sam), and the setting, and
substitute Kzin for Nazis.

David Canzi

------------------------------

Date: 7 Aug 90 17:19:41 GMT
From: ecl@cbnewsj.att.com (Evelyn C. Leeper)
Subject: Bantam Spectra Special Editions

What follows is the list of the Bantam Spectra Special Editions published
so far.  I would appreciate help on the publication dates and/or cover
artists that I am missing.  Asterisked entries are reprints of earlier
editions.  I will try to post updates as needed.  (Think of this as another
list in the same vein as the Ace Science Fiction Specials list.)

		     Bantram Spectra Special Editions

Date	Author			Title			Artist
05/89	Dan Simmons		Phases of Gravity	Tony Randazzo
05/89	Ian McDonald		Out on Blue Six		Will Cormier
05/89	Mike McQuay		The Nexus		Bob Hickson
06/89	Patricia Geary		Strange Toys		Jean-Francois
                                                        Podevin 
07/89	Michael Bishop		Unicorn Mountain	?
??/??	Michael Bishop		No Enemy But Time*	?
??/??	Mike McQuay		Memories*		?
09/89	Michael Kandel		Strange Invasion	Edwin B. Hirth III
11/89	Robert Charles Wilson	Gypsies			Jean-Francois
                                                        Podevin 
12/89	Robert Charles Wilson	A Hidden Place*		Jean-Francois 
                                                        Podevin 
02/90	Pat Murphy		The City, Not Long After Mark Harrison
03/90	Robert Charles Wilson	Memory Wire*		Jean-Francois 
                                                        Podevin 
04/90	Richard Grant		Rumors of Spring*	Jim Warren
05/90	Lou Aronica et al	Full Spectrum 2		Peter Stallard
07/90	Pat Murphy		Points of Departure	Mark Harrison

------------------------------

Date: 7 Aug 90 21:23:04 GMT
From: jeteye@cbl.umd.edu (James Love)
Subject: The bar's my destination

   Given the spirited discussion in this forum over the past several months
on S. Robinson's latest book _Callahan's Lady_ (not to mention several of
his earlier short stories), it would seem there's a fairly large contingent
of pun-loving (or groaning) Robinson fans out there.  I've a request that's
prompted by a review of _Callahan and Company_ (an omnibus collection of
_Callahan's Crosstime Saloon_, _Time Travelers Strictly Cash_ and
_Callahan's Secret_ by Phantasia Press) that appeared in the _Washington
Post_ a year or so ago.
   I'll fess up that a good part of my enjoyment in reading Robinson's
Callahan stories has been their outrageous puns - the worse the better.
Told as they are in Callahan's on Punday or Tall Tales Night, it always
seemed to me a clever way to work the most outrageous of them into the plot
line (such as it is) without distracting too much from the story (since it
IS the story).  Now, the (non-bylined) Post review included the following
paragraph which has piqued my curiosity: "The Tall Tale told in a bar or
club is a venerable tradition in the fantasy field.  A half- century ago,
Lord Dunsany mastered the form with his five volumes of Joseph Jorkens
adventures.  More recently, Sterling Lanier has done two books of
marvelously effective imitations about the exploits of the enigmatic
Brigadier Ffellowes."  Well, these seem just the ticket for a Callahan fan,
so I've tried off/on to dig out titles, availability, etc.  without much
success.  So-o-o-o, I'm appealing to the Robinson fans on the Net: does
anyone have any information about these books - titles, in/out press (even
as facsimile editions), opinions good/bad if you've read any of them ??
Thanks for your help. Reply to me directly and I'll summarize, or respond
to the digest for all to see.

------------------------------

Date: 7 Aug 90 01:09:18 GMT
From: jcbourne@athena.mit.edu (Juliet C Bourne)
Subject: Genetic Engineering SF Books

My mother (seriously! :-) is interested in finding science fiction books
which have genetic engineering as part of the plot. Or even that just have
interesting perspectives on genetic engineering and how it will be used in
the future.

If you know of any science fiction books like this, we both appreciate
hearing about them. Send e-mail to my mother or to me. If neither of these
work, posting replies would be appreciated.

My mother's e-mail address: 70731.761@CompuServe.COM

Julie Bourne
jcbourne@athena.mit.edu

------------------------------

Date: 9 Aug 90 23:44:39 GMT
From: ault@caen.engin.umich.edu (Matthew Ault)
Subject: Re: Native Americans in SF

>Anyone here know of any good stories with Amerindians in them?  Besides
>those wonderful, but old, books by Andre Norton.

The Alvin Maker series by <ahem> Orson Scott Card.  Lots of Amerindians
portrayed in a very mystical way.

Matthew A. Ault
ault@caen.engin.umich.edu

------------------------------

Date: 9 Aug 90 18:08:00 GMT
From: djo@pacbell.com (Dan'l DanehyOakes)
Subject: Native Americans in SF

paulr@pnet51.orb.mn.org (Paul Raulerson) writes:
>Anyone here know of any good stories with Amerindians in them? 
>Besides those wonderful, but old, books by Andre Norton.

Yes.

SOUL CATCHER - Frank Herbert (imho, his best book)
EARTH ABIDES - George R. Stewart (well, not exactly; but in mood.  It's
               about how the land of America recreates certain aspects of
               Native American culture)
SVAHA	     - Charles De Lint (haven't read)
FIRESTARTER  - Steven King (an Amerind is the main, though not chief,
               villain) 
"Narrow Valley" - R.A. Lafferty (in 900 GRANDMOTHERS)

And many others I'm simply not thinking of.  There was a good story about a
sweat-lodge ceremony in the second or third volume of the Gardner Dozois
"Best Of" series.

------------------------------

Date: 9 Aug 90 22:38:46 GMT
From: kwatts@tahquitz.Eng.Sun.COM (Kevin L. Watts(ESG Forever!))
Subject: Re: Native Americans in SF

How about _Eye_of_Cat_ by Roger Zelazny.

Main character is a Native American, also includes some Native American
Mythos.

I thought it was very good.

Kev

------------------------------

Date: 9 Aug 90 22:24:06 GMT
From: ssivakum@pima.intel.com (Sam Sivakumar)
Subject: Re: Native Americans in SF

>Anyone here know of any good stories with Amerindians in them? 
>Besides those wonderful, but old, books by Andre Norton.

   There was this one story I read a while ago that appeared in the
compilation called "Catastrophes" (Isaac Asimov and Martin Greenberg, ed.)
The plot is that there are a whole bunch of parallel universes, and the sun
is going nova in a whole bunch of them.  Our universe is not affected yet,
and a bunch of Earth-people from a parallel universe who have built a
machine to skip from one universe to another, arrive here and take our hero
along to help save a group of Oneida Indians who are starving in one
universe by moving them to another where there is more game.  I didn't do a
very good job describing it, but I thought that it was a pretty neat story.

   Now, does anyone know what the name of this story is?  

Sam Sivakumar
ssivakum@apache.intel.com

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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SF-LOVERS Digest            Monday, 13 Aug 1990       Volume 15 : Issue 292

Today's Topics:

	 Books - Benford & Card & May (3 msgs) & Piper (2 msgs) &
                 Zelazny (2 msgs) & Native Americans in SF (13 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 10 Aug 90 15:41:58 GMT
From: hrc!anasaz!qip!scott@asuvax.eas.asu.edu (Scott Gibson)
Subject: Re: Beyond the Fall of Night

mikey@hpsemc.HP.COM (Mike Yawn) writes:
>Has anybody else (besides the original poster) read this?  Is this typical
>of Benford's work?

Without commenting on BtFoN (which I have not read), I have found many of
Benford's other books to be *quite* good; most notably:

   In the Ocean of Night
   Across the Sea of Stars(Suns?)
  *Great Sky River
   Tides of Light
   Timescape

*highest recommendation of the bunch

Scott

------------------------------

Date: 9 Aug 90 17:43:25 GMT
From: farren@well.sf.ca.us (Mike Farren)
Subject: Re: Third "Ender"-Book from Card?

djo@PacBell.COM (Dan'l DanehyOakes) writes:
>The title has apparently been reported as "Ender's Children" (at Baycon)
>and "Ender the Traitor" (elsewhere - don't recall where).

The title (so far) is "Xenocide".  The manuscript has been turned in, and I
have read it.  It picks up immediately upon the end of "Speaker for the
Dead" and continues the story from there.  While I don't think that it's
quite as good as "Ender's Game" or SFTD, it's not bad at all.  Further,
deponent sayeth not - mostly 'cause I have neither the time nor the energy
to do a full-fledged review.  However, one warning - it is NOT the last
Ender book, as there are more loose ends left hanging than on a
half-finished sweater.

Mike Farren
farren@well.sf.ca.us

------------------------------

Date: 10 Aug 90 15:00:36 GMT
From: GMORR00@ricevm1.bitnet (elmo)
Subject: Re: Julian May

     It has been a while since I read _Pliocene_.  My dissatisfaction with
the setup mostly lies with the three literally earth-shatteringly powerful
psychics coming through the gate in one group, plus the additional
narrative concentration on the remaining members of the group, who had an
exaggerated role in the story, apparently because of their initial
temporary proximity to the movers and shakers.  I considered it clumsy
writing to rely on the _in the given context_ coincidence of arrival.
     Yes, I was referring to them as "all the pivotal characters" meaning
"all the pivotal characters who had chosen Exile".

     Another part I found really ridiculous was the godlike levels of power
available to the three psychics.  Between them they covered the five
classes of psychic power, another clumsy coincidence, and almost instantly
it was clear that they were the _most_ powerful examples of the various
classes in the Pliocene, including the alien psychics who were otherwise
far more psychic as a group than humans.
    It was reminiscent of John W. Campbell's neurosis that humans were of
necessity better, smarter, more able than aliens, and of E.E. Smith's ever
escalating power levels in Lensman.

Elmo
morrow@physics.rice.edu

------------------------------

Date: 12 Aug 90 17:30:35 GMT
From: edt@vtcosy.cns.vt.edu (Ed Tuthill)
Subject: Julian May

With all this talk about Julian May, a question comes to mind that I've
been struggling with for quite some time now -

Why is it so difficult to find a copy of the "Pliocene Companion" anywhere?
I've been checking in bookstores throughout Maryland, Virginia, and
Washington D.C., with no luck at all.  Is it extremely valuable or
something, so much that no one wants to part with it?  Or is it so useless
that anyone who owns one has tossed it into the pile of things that no one
would ever want to buy?

Ed Tuthill
202 Washington Street
Blacksburg, VA  24060
(703) 951-8973       
edt@vtcosy.cns.vt.edu

------------------------------

Date: 13 Aug 90 06:19:07 GMT
From: durrell@husc4.HARVARD.EDU (Cyberpixie)
Subject: Re: Julian May

scs@lokkur.dexter.mi.us (Steve Simmons) writes:
>GMORR00@RICEVM1.BITNET (elmo) writes:
>>     It has been a while since I read _Pliocene_.  My dissatisfaction
>>with the setup mostly lies with the three literally earth-shatteringly
>>powerful psychics coming through the gate in one group...
>
>..you are neglecting the fact that of those 3, at least two were known
>well in advance to be major powers.

No, I don't think that's the point.  What is unbelieveable is that the
three most powerful human psychics ever to come through the gate (by
official means, forget Marc for a second) all came through in the same lot.

I mean, how likely is that by pure chance?  We can accept that these three
powerful psychics might end up in Exile over the course of all the years
the gate was in operation.  It's the timing that's funny.

Now, I can buy intervention by More Powerful Forces as a reason for the
grouping.  However, I must agree that it is a little clumsy not to explain
such an improbability anywhere in the quadrology itself, leaving it to
another pair of books altogether.

And Julian May is *still* a rather good writer.

Bryant Durrell
durrell@husc4.harvard.edu 

------------------------------

Date: 10 Aug 90 23:47:01 GMT
From: csusac!potter@csufres.csufresno.edu (david potter)
Subject: H. Beam Piper / SF not Fantasy

Piper was a courteous gentleman of the old school, far more tolerant of
fools, idiots, and losers than I have ever been; but I once saw him walk
out on a radio interviewer who introduced him to an audience as a "Fantasy
Writer."  He was willing to tolerate fools, but did not suffer them gladly,
and would not have held still for having "LORD KALVAN OF OTHERWHEN" called
a fantasy.
 
Piper put a great deal of work and research into "LORD KALVAN," his last
work.  It was written for the most rivet-bound "hard"-SF magazine in the
world, and eagerly greeted by the SF community.  It's sad that Piper had to
die so early, just when he was reaching the peak of his writing ability and
skills, but at least his last novel was a *good* piece of work.  To demean
that last piece of work by categorizing it as "fantasy" is a disservice to
one of the greats of the field, one of the men whose contributions have
helped to shape the entirety of modern SF.  (And that's *SCIENCE* Fiction,
not Ellisonized to "Speculative Fantabulation," or whatever term the
soft-"science" New Wavers are using at present to explain away the fact
that their yarns aren't even internally consistent.)

------------------------------

Date: 11 Aug 90 21:58:30 GMT
From: HANSCHKA%uhavax.DECnet@uhasun.hartford.edu
Subject: famous last words

   We do agree on several things.  First, H.Beam Piper is one [or was, if
you prefer] one of the best SF writers around.  Second, the Paratime and
Kalvan stories are SF.  And pretty damned good.
   My basic contention was that those stories had some fantasy overtones,
at least according to the definitions of the genres that I have heard.
That someone else disagrees is quite normal.  And it's possible that he is
also correct.  Some of the Sherlock Holmes stories have some horror
elements in them, but most folk will call all of them detective fiction.
_The Hound of the Baskervilles_ comes to mind. [don't ask me for details,
read it.;-) ]

Ruth M. Hanschka
rhanschk@uhasun.hartford.edu

------------------------------

Date: 12 Aug 90 13:12:59 GMT
From: mwp@ubeaut.oz.au (Michael Paddon)
Subject: Re: Zelazny

jmann@angmar.sw.stratus.com (Jim Mann):
> I don't like most of Zelazny's recent novels. However, I think a number
> of the short stories he's written over the last 10-15 years have been
> quite good.

A case in point is _24 Views of Mount Fuji_, a novella published in
Zelazny's latest collection _Frost and Fire_. The other shorts in this book
are competent but _24 Views_ is stunning.

Zelazny has churned out some mediocre stuff in the last decade, novels like
_Madwand_, _Changeling_ and _Roadmarks_.  Lots of people really hate the
ongoing Amber saga, although it truly is not offensive.  With all this
camouflage, it is easy to forget that Zelazny was once arguably the best SF
writer around.  It's flashes of brilliance like the aforementioned novella
that will keep me buying and reading his work for as long as he continues
to write.

Michael Paddon
paddon@meo78b.enet.dec.com 

------------------------------

Date: 11 Aug 90 17:32:59 GMT
From: jteller@wonder.uucp (joseph teller)
Subject: Re: Zelazny: Isle of the Dead

jmf@abacus.uucp (Joan Frankel) writes:
> I read it in 1969, you can bet it was published then.  Old Zelazny stuff
> is "fresh" feeling, good stuff.  Newish, as in the past 20 years, Zelazny
> stuff has the feel to me of wheel-spinning-time, and that certainly
> includes the interminable Amber series, although in my opinion the more
> recent Amber books are somewhat better written than the earlier series.

Although you're right about some of his other works, I do think that
Zelazny's new Amber books are far better crafted then the original.  He's
taking his time on weaving the story instead of rushing to fit it within
the constraints of the publishing limits he had originally.  I'm just
hoping he takes them to their full extent in potential, which he failed to
do with much of the first series of books set between Amber and the courts.
The other thing is that here he has the potential to tie all his
'universes' together without contradicting himself (unlike some authors
have in the past, such as Heinlein and Niven's works).
   Consider this: Zelazny's 'Last Exit to Babylon' and the feature of 'The
Road' works perfectly well if you fit it into the concept of the Amber
books as basically 'The Road' would consist of the route between Amber and
Chaos, which can be accomplished by road or sea or air. The road travels
thru alternative timelines, so that you cannot change history but modify
alternative presents. I don't know if he can manage this with all his
works, but an alternative that could be considered is to open up stories
that do not deal with the Royal houses themselves directly at all.
   We've played with this idea locally to an extreme, in a RPG setting, and
added in the works of dozens of authors that fit easily within the concepts
of Amber/Courts and the realms between.
 
Joseph Teller
USENET: Jteller@Wonder

------------------------------

Date: 10 Aug 90 15:57:23 GMT
From: goun@ddif.enet.dec.com ("Roger H. Goun  10-Aug-1990 1157")
Subject: RE: Native Americans in SF

paulr@pnet51.orb.mn.org (Paul Raulerson) writes:
>Anyone here know of any good stories with Amerindians in them?

THE BOAT OF A MILLION YEARS by Poul Anderson contains a Native American in
a supporting role and several in peripheral roles.

Roger Goun

------------------------------

Date: 10 Aug 90 15:32:10 GMT
From: jgs@merit.edu (John Scudder)
Subject: Re: Native Americans in SF

>Anyone here know of any good stories with Amerindians in them?  Besides
>those wonderful, but old, books by Andre Norton.

I'll add A CHOICE OF GODS, by Clifford Simak.  I don't know the publication
date, or if it's still in print.

John Scudder
jgs@merit.edu

------------------------------

Date: Fri, 10 Aug 90 11:21 CDT
From: Jerry Stearns <CORDWAINER@vw.acs.umn.edu>
Subject: NATIVE AMERICANS IN SF

Looking for Native Americans in SF stories?  Try THE INDIANS WON, by Martin
Smith (c. 1970).  Alternate history where the Indians won the war in the
West, and are now a sovereign nation to reckon with.  The United States
government is shown as devious and greedy, and the Indians as wily and
they continue to win.  Light reading, but contains a lot of fun.

Jerry Stearns				
Academic Computing Services
University of Minnesota			
(612) 625-1543
JSTEARNS@UMNACVX.BITNET
CORDWAINER@vx.acs.umn.edu

------------------------------

Date: 10 Aug 90 17:27:25 GMT
From: ZAK@cu.nih.gov
Subject: American Indians in SF

Someone on this list recently mentioned the juvenile _The_Forgotten_Door_,
by Alexander Key.  Wasn't there an American Indian in that one who figured
prominently?  If not, it's another one by Key.  Key also wrote good parts
in for religious figures (priests specifically) and the police were
generally the bad guys.

------------------------------

Date: 10 Aug 90 18:32:35 GMT
From: yerazunis@guess.enet.dec.com
Subject: Amerind SF
 
>Anyone here know of any good stories with Amerindians in them? 
>Besides those wonderful, but old, books by Andre Norton.
 
Try "Cyber Way" by Alan Dean Foster.  It's an interesting variation on the
SF Detective and Anasazi themes.  It's a fun read, and Foster has done at
least a _little_ homework to get some of the details into place.

Bill Yerazunis

------------------------------

Date: 10 Aug 90 18:00:12 GMT
From: olson@antares.cs.virginia.edu (Thomas J. Olson)
Subject: Re: Native Americans in SF

>Anyone here know of any good stories with Amerindians in them? 
>Besides those wonderful, but old, books by Andre Norton..)

"Third Eagle", by R.A. MacAvoy, has a hero whose culture is descended from
a Sioux colony, and meets other Amerind tribes late in the book.

Tom Olson

------------------------------

Date: 10 Aug 90 18:53:33 GMT
From: jbb@mvaxcs1.cse.nau.edu (Jon Bonnell)
Subject: Re: Native Americans in SF

Jack Chalker's Pirates of the Thunder series uses Ameridian Lore.  It is
especially extensive in book one and five of the series.  The leader of the
group is Ameridian.
 
Jon Bonnell
jbb@mvaxcs1.cse.nau.edu

------------------------------

Date: 10 Aug 90 19:30:37 GMT
From: DSTEVENS@nic.stevens-tech.edu (David L. Stevens)
Subject: RE: Native Americans in SF

Try a book called "THE FACE OF MINE ENEMY", unfortunately I forget the name
of the author.

The premis of the book is that an early American Indian Shaman goes to his
mountain to die.  In the process of his waiting to die, and stoned on his
holy mushrooms", an alien spaceship lands and discovers him.  They examine
him, and decide to alter him as a random experiment.  The rest of the book
tracks what happens to him and how he deals with his new self.  It does
some interesting things with Aztec/Mayan (not sure which) society/mythology
as well as Viking, and several others.  Eventually it takes you into the
future and what he has to deal with there.

I probably haven't done the book justice, but I thought it was a very good
story, and very much enjoyed it.  Hope others will as well.

David L. Stevens
Stevens Institute of Technology
Bitnet: DSTEVENS@STEVENS
Internet: DSTEVENS@DSRM12.STEVENS-TECH.EDU

------------------------------

Date: 10 Aug 90 18:52:34 GMT
From: socqh@jetson.uh.edu
Subject: AmerIndian Shrt Stry & a Great SF Anth.

While most of the AmerIndian SF novels have already been mentioned, here's
a noteworthy short story:

"Sundance" by Robert Silverberg. Pub Dat: 1969

I found it in "The Road To Science Fiction #3", ed. by James Gunn,
published in 1979

"Sundance" features quality anthropological/psychological speculation,
while remaining a rich piece of literature.

In reference to "The Road To SF #3".  This has got to be one of the best
anthology's of all time.  It covers all styles of SF, from the 40's to 1979
(a happening period in SF).  The book also provides small bibliographies on
each author, and a summation of their contribution to SF.  He claims that
this 3rd volume covers SF that has help humanity "adopt an open mind about
the nature of the universe - its beginning and its end - and the fate of
[humanity]."  Well, he, or rather the author's he includes, live up to that
criteria of SF.

Scott Dare

------------------------------

Date: 10 Aug 90 21:18:07 GMT
From: smcgee@albion.utah.edu (Scott Mcgee)
Subject: Amerindian stories 

Try CyberWay by Alan Dean Foster! (Boy, I hope I got that right! I sure
will get flamed badly if not!)

It centers around Indian myth and is, IMHO, an excellent book!

Scott McGee
smcgee%albion@cs.utah.edu

------------------------------

Date: 10 Aug 90 21:12:56 GMT
From: jmf@abacus.uucp (Joan Frankel)
Subject: Re: Native Americans in SF

Lucius Shepard's novel and several stories use South American settings and
make some use of local mythos, some to greater extent than others

Tiptree's "Tales from the Quintana Roo" similarly uses a South American
setting.

Andre Norton's old (1950's) and quite wonderful Time Traders series uses,
Native Americans, 1 Plains Indian and 1 Hawaiian, I believe, as part of a
4-man exploration team, which they have been chosen for because of
particular cultural biases

------------------------------

Date: 10 Aug 90 17:41:46 GMT
From: ssc!markz@celestial.com (Mark Zenier)
Subject: Re: Native Americans in SF

Isn't there at least one Amerindian author?  Craig Strete ?

markz@ssc.uucp

------------------------------

Date: 13 Aug 90 02:36:05 GMT
From: scs@lokkur.dexter.mi.us (Steve Simmons)
Subject: Re: Native Americans in SF

markz@ssc.UUCP (Mark Zenier) writes:
>Isn't there at least one Amerindian author?  Craig Strete ?

Craig Kee Strete is an American Indian.  His short piece "Time Deer" was
nominated for a number of awards; I believe it is collected in "The
Bleeding Man and Other Science Fiction Stories".  He has at least two
novels, "If All Else Fails, We Can Whip The Horse's Eyes and Make Him Cry"
(published in Holland; I've never seen a copy), and "Paint Your Face on a
Drowning in the River" (not SF).  I just recently found this last at a
remaindered sale, first published in 1978.

Craig was published quite a bit in the waning days of Galaxy (early 70s); I
corresponded with him for a while and then lost track when he became ill
and I moved.  If anyone has newer bibliographic data it'd be appreciated.

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	     Films - Dune (4 msgs) & Arachnaphobia (2 msgs) &
                     Dreamscape (5 msgs) & The Wicker Man (5 msgs) &
                     Request

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 26 Jul 90 18:51:05 GMT
From: pjs@aristotle.jpl.nasa.gov (Peter Scott)
Subject: Expanded Dune on video?

Just saw the expanded version of _Dune_ on a local independent, they had
added about 30% footage to get something around 200 minutes long.  I liked
it quite a bit.  Anyone know whether it'll be released in the video stores?

Peter Scott
NASA/JPL/Caltech
pjs@aristotle.jpl.nasa.gov

------------------------------

Date: 27 Jul 90 19:28:39 GMT
From: coufal@pooh.caltech.edu (David Ernest Coufal)
Subject: Re: Expanded Dune on video?

pjs@aristotle.jpl.nasa.gov writes:
>Just saw the expanded version of _Dune_ on a local independent, they had
>added about 30% footage to get something around 200 minutes long.  I liked
>it quite a bit.  Anyone know whether it'll be released in the video
>stores?

I don't think so, and good riddance. If you examine the opening credits of
the expanded "Dune," you can see that David Lynch's name has been taken off
the film and replaced with the stooge who cut up his film, Alan Smithee.
Lynch demanded that his name be taken off the expanded "Dune," which was
made for TV rebroadcast.

I will admit, some of the extra scenes that were directed by Lynch and cut
out of the original film release may be of interest to fans, but the
child-like drawings that were used in the beginning (replacing Irulan's
speech) were laughably bad, and ruined the tone of the film.

Dune was an overwrought, overlong film to begin with, and was not improved
by extra length.

David E. Coufal
coufal@piglet.caltech.edu

------------------------------

Date: 27 Jul 90 20:40:54 GMT
From: Cotsonas@uci.edu (Bruce Cotsonas)
Subject: Re: Expanded Dune on video?

Regarding the credits for the expanded version of "Dune":

Alan Smithee is the alias required by the Director's Guild when a director
does not want his name in the credits of a film.  Judas Booth was the name
Lynch chose to replace his writing credit.  The producers may have ruined
Lynch's vision, but Lynch distorted Frank Herbert's original vision.

Bruce Cotsonas

------------------------------

Date: 27 Jul 90 20:54:28 GMT
From: calexand@castor.usc.edu (Craig Alexander)
Subject: Re: Expanded Dune on video?

Cotsonas@uci.edu (Bruce Cotsonas) writes:
>Regarding the credits for the expanded version of "Dune":
>
>Alan Smithee is the alias required by the Director's Guild when a director
>does not want his name in the credits of a film.  Judas Booth was the name
>Lynch chose to replace his writing credit.  The producers may have ruined
>Lynch's vision, but Lynch distorted Frank Herbert's original vision.

I thought Frank Herbert was pleased with the outcome of the movie, although
I'm not sure which version he saw.  I assume he did he see some kind of
final product before he died.

It looks like the expanded version would have been better if they would
have spent more time on the editing.  The sketches at the beginning gave me
the impression that matte paintings or some special effects footage would
eventually replace the drawings, but they probably ran out of time and/or
money.

Craig Alexander
calexand@castor.usc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 2 Aug 90 16:33:25 GMT
From: Matthew.Diamond@maps.cs.cmu.edu
Subject: Arachnaphobia comment

I read an extensive article about the filming of Arachnaphobia in a Philly
newspaper.  They used real spiders almost exclusively in the making of the
film.  The spider-handler claimed that NO spiders were injured in the
making of the film.  An example given was where John Goodman steps on a
spider, but is actually wearing a hollow shoe (the spider curls up into a
ball underneath).

So I think the comment about a Humane Society endorsement of the film isn't
very relevant.  I agree that it's nice to know that the animals weren't
damaged at all, but then I start to wonder about the smaller animals that
were fed to the spiders to keep them alive.  Seems kind of arbitrary: the
spiders are the stars so we musn't hurt them.  But if they aren't on the
screen, no one will notice how an animal is treated.  (This is merely a
philosophical view, I am not trying to start a discussion on animal
rights.)

Incidentally, spiders cannot be trained (as mice or dogs can).  To get them
to perform, they used heat and vibrating wires to get them to move/stay
put.  It was an interesting article.

Matthew Diamond
matt@maps.cs.cmu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 4 Aug 90 18:40:07 GMT
From: bilbo.OsbuSouth@xerox.com
Subject: Re: SF-LOVERS Digest  V15 #283

Though I won't champion Arachnophobia, I do have one problem with Mark R.
Leeper's review.  The complaint that the plot's been done before.  Of
course it has.  So has every other plot ever done.  It's ALL been done
before by someone, somewhere, with varying degrees of success.

I found the movie to be entertaining.  Sort of like the entertainment you
expect from your average light fantasy novel.  It's very predictable and
they pull every known Hollywood trick in the book but they do it quite
well.  There are a few holes in the movie so if you're a spider expert,
don't bother, you'll spend too much time picking it apart.  But then, if
you're an expert on any subject, don't see a Hollywood movie involving that
subject.

It's a fun way to spend an evening (especially if you get an audience like
the one I did who screamed themselves silly).

MKB

------------------------------

Date: 2 Aug 90 17:55:53 GMT
From: INFOSY11@uconnvm.bitnet (Mike Loux)
Subject: RE: Dreamscape

I saw Dreamscape right about the time it came out, I would say 83 or 84.
Don't quote me on that, this is just me guessing.

Anyway, that has been one of my favorite movies, with the whole concept of
being able to do ANYTHING in dreams.  I think it would have been nice if
Dennis Quaid's character found that out earlier on in the movie, it would
have been nice to see more of his fiddling, but it was an excellent movie,
all the same.  Good special effects, and I think that some of those dream
sequences came closer to the mark than any other dream sequences I have
seen.  These sequences had that random shifting one encounters in dreams,
where you'll be doing one thing and out of the blue something else happens,
with no explanation or anything.  All in all, I thought it was a great
movie.  One of these days I will have to pick it up on VC.  Loved the sick
humor, as well.

Mike Loux
University of Connecticut
Computer Center
Storrs, CT
INFOSY11@UCONNVM.BITNET

------------------------------

Date: 6 Aug 90 14:37:37 GMT
From: sjl@doc.ic.ac.uk (Steve J Lacey)
Subject: Re: Dreamscape (movie)

Yeah, I saw it and thought it was pretty good. There were bits in it that
made me think that `Nightmare On Elm Street' is a rip off of it.

In one particular scene were the villan in the dream is attacking the
heroes, knives appear from his finger tips. I'm pretty certain that this
film came out BEFORE the Nightmares.

Any comments?

Steve J Lacey
Department Of Computing 
Imperial College Of Science, Technology And Medicine
180 Queen's Gate
London SW7 1BZ                    
+44 71 589 5111 x5085
sjl@doc.ic.ac.uk
..!ukc!icdoc!sjl

------------------------------

Date:  5 Aug 90 13:37:40 PDT (Sunday)
From: Maria Nadelbach:ner-osm:Xerox
Subject: Re: Dreamscape (movie) SF-LOVERS Digest  V15 #283

Any opinions?!?  SURE!  I liked it, although I felt it didn't explore the
idea as deeply as it could have.  My own personal opinion of course.  I
would love to see a sequel take it a little further.  Also, there are a
number of tangents that could be followed as well.  For example, I'd love
to see one of the psychics go into the dreams of the psychic who lost it
after going into the little boy's dream.  What would they find there?  An
interesting tangent!

Maria

------------------------------

Date: 6 Aug 90 21:13:38 GMT
From: furlong@tdoc9.mdcbbs.com (Carey M. Furlong, MDC-SI BBS Gateway)
Subject: Re: Dreamscape (movie)

Dreamscape was an interesting movie. I will always remember 'Snake Man' as
the best nightmare in the picture, although the pundits thought the
creature was hokey. Dreamscape was based, I believe, on the 1981 novel
"Death By Dreaming", written by Jon Manchip White, an eminent Egyptologist
who has written many books, including "Everyday Life In Ancient Egypt".

Carey Furlong
Huntington Beach CA
uunet!tdocm.mdcbbs.com!furlong
furlong@tdocm.mdcbbs.com

------------------------------

Date: 7 Aug 90 19:09:30 GMT
From: AEGQC@CUNYVM (AUDRA GRABER)
Subject: Re: Dreamscape (movie)

_Dreamscape_ was a rather strange movie in that it set itself up to be an
SF movie, but the main plot elements were never explained scientifically.
The basic premise, that people could enter others' dreams and while there
affect the dream (and dreamer), was basically pseudo-science.  It was
dependent on the unscientific beliefs of psionics, not scientific fact.  As
a kid, I liked it, but then again I also loved _Cannonball Run_.

------------------------------

Date: 10 Aug 90 02:25:10 GMT
From: malc@tahoe.unr.edu (Malcolm L. Carlock)
Subject: Acknowledgement at the beginning of "The Wicker Man"

At the very beginning of "The Wicker Man", there appears a brief
acknowledgement to the effect of:

   "The producers wish to thank the People and Lord of the Isle of
    Summerisle for their openness and cooperation in describing and
    expressing the rites and customs of their religion.  Without their
    cooperation and assistance this film could not have been made."

Given the nature of the religion seen in the film, this sort of cooperation
on the part of any such adherents seems unlikely, at least if ALL of the
rites seen in the film are a part of their religion.

Or is this acknowledgement simply a joke, with my naivete in this matter
making me a likely candidate as successor to the Edward Woodward character?

Tremulously,

Malcolm

------------------------------

Date: 10 Aug 90 18:08:32 GMT
From: pjs@aristotle.jpl.nasa.gov (Peter Scott)
Subject: Re: Acknowledgement at the beginning of "The Wicker Man"

malc@tahoe.unr.edu (Malcolm L. Carlock) writes:
> At the very beginning of "The Wicker Man", there appears a brief
> acknowledgement to the effect of:
[acknowledgement deleted] 
> Given the nature of the religion seen in the film, this sort of
> cooperation on the part of any such adherents seems unlikely, at least if
> ALL of the rites seen in the film are a part of their religion.
> 
> Or is this acknowledgement simply a joke, with my naivete in this matter
> making me a likely candidate as successor to the Edward Woodward
> character?

No, the acknowledgement wasn't a joke; the people of that island really do
practice druidism, and the film depicted it accurately, up to the point
where they indulged in human sacrifice.  That isn't part of their religion
(and they only ate three of the film crew. just kidding).  I think they
even enjoy some special exemption from the rest of the country vis-a-vis
religion (since there *is* a state religion in the UK), although I don't
know what it is and couldn't swear to it, I just remember hearing something
when the movie came out.  Interesting that they cooperated with a somewhat
negative portrayal of themselves, it would suggest that in principle they
don't disagree with human sacrifice.

Peter Scott
NASA/JPL/Caltech
pjs@aristotle.jpl.nasa.gov

------------------------------

Date: 11 Aug 90 02:12:00 GMT
From: rcj@caen.engin.umich.edu (R o d Johnson)
Subject: Re: Acknowledgement at the beginning of "The Wicker Man"

pjs@aristotle.jpl.nasa.gov writes:
>No, the acknowledgement wasn't a joke; the people of that island really do
>practice druidism, and the film depicted it accurately, up to the point
>where they indulged in human sacrifice.

Whaaaaaat?  You're telling me that there's an island in the UK where people
openly and universally practice druidism, and that "The Wicker Man" was a
reasonably accurate portrayal of it?  Got any documentation of this?  Where
is this island?  You'll pardon me if I'm a little (well, a lot, actually)
skeptical.

Rod Johnson
(313) 650 2315
rcj@caen.engin.umich.edu

------------------------------

Date: 11 Aug 90 03:14:57 GMT
From: csusac!potter@csufres.csufresno.edu (david potter)
Subject: "WICKER MAN"

pjs@aristotle.JPL.NASA.gov (Peter Scott) writes:
> No, the acknowledgement wasn't a joke; the people of that island really
> do practice druidism, and the film depicted it accurately, up to the
> point where they indulged in human sacrifice.  That isn't part of their
> religion (and they only ate three of the film crew. just kidding).  I
> think they even enjoy some special exemption from the rest of the country
> vis-a-vis religion (since there *is* a state religion in the UK),
> although I don't know what it is and couldn't swear to it, I just
> remember hearing something when the movie came out.  Interesting that
> they cooperated with a somewhat negative portrayal of themselves, it
> would suggest that in principle they don't disagree with human sacrifice.
 
"In principle they don't disagree with human sacrifice?"  Is this meant to
imply that if they DO believe in human sacrifice, they're somehow different
from "Christian" religions?

I've never been in a Roman Catholic, Episcopalian, or Church of England
church where one form or another of ritual cannibalism, pantheism, and old
ritual holidays was NOT practiced, under various superficial forms of
camouflage.  All Christian holidays are simply re-dresses of older pagan
holidays, and the primary ritual of almost all Christian religions is a
form of cannibalism; whereas many pagan and druidic organizations decry the
very concept.

I think it far more likely that the folks who live on Summerisle just had a
good sense of humor about the whole thing, and might even have liked the
idea of torching a snotty, holier-than-thou missionary type who came nosing
around from the mainland.  This is, of course, presuming that the folks who
lived there even saw the script, which might not have happened; they might
have just gone out and put on the show for a flat rate, gone home, and
watched the telly in peace.
 
It's not been all that long since the movie was made; surely one of the net
sources in the U.K. could ask around and find out the real answer?

------------------------------

Date: 11 Aug 90 17:55:38 GMT
From: jteller@wonder.uucp (joseph teller)
Subject: The Wicker Man

Well, in the Hammond Global World Atlas, (C) 1988; the Summer Isles are
listed as being off the western shore of Scotland at 58 degrees L. in the
Highlands. It is not one island but close to a dozen, all five miles in
actual square milage (and most well under a mile).
   As for the religious 'practices' they claim in the film: they are mostly
generated not off reality but off the writings of ancient Romans, which are
extreme misrepresentaions of the facts, and those of later Christian
authors.
   Modern Druidism also is a reality but in no way resembles that in the
film. I would suggest, if you're interested in the subject, to write
greybear@wonder.uucp, as he is a modern druid.

Joseph Teller
USENET: Jteller@Wonder

------------------------------

Date: 10 Aug 90 15:40:56 GMT
From: mctst@unix.cis.pitt.edu (Mary Tabasko)
Subject: Nightmare on Elm Street sources (was Dreamscape)

Several posts ago, someone (sorry, I've misplaced the original) pointed out
similarities between _Dreamscape_ and the _Nightmare(s) on Elm Street_. As
I recall, the poster was curious if _Dreamscape_ had pre-dated _Elm Street_
and if the latter had creatively borrowed from the former. Well, I can't
answer your question, but it reminded me of something. I wondered if
someone could tell me if I imagined another pre-cursor to _Elm Street_.

Let me first admit that I've never seen any of the _Nightmares_, and that
my familiarity with Freddy Krueger (if he's not the "star" of these movies,
I'll be *really* embarrassed) comes solely from advertisements for movies
and Halloween costumes. But several years ago, I caught the tail end of an
old movie, and there, in black-and-white, was Freddy K.  It looked so much
like the ads I'd seen, I thought maybe the color on my set had gone. But
no, according to the newspaper listings, it was a movie called _The Bat_.
That's all the paper said - no date, actors, plot synopsis or anything.

Anyway, I looked the film up in a film reference (it took several attempts
to find a book with a reference to the movie), and the entry dated the
movie as 1959, starring Vincent Price and Agnes Moorehead.  The plot
synopsis said roughly, "A woman writer rents a house, and she and her
guests are at the mercy of a maniac looking for hidden loot in the house."
This could be the movie I remember, the Freddy character was definitely
searching this house for something, and there was a woman as a main
character (I only saw a few minutes of it). The film book quoted what I
guess was the promotional "slogan": "When it flies, someone dies." I really
don't know how bats fit into the story or if anyone dies in the movie,
though.

Anyway, I was curious if I had made up the Freddy Krueger resemblance.  Has
anyone else seen this movie? It looked like a really bad one!

Mary Tabasko
371 S. Negley Ave., Apt. 5
Pittsburgh, PA 15232-1110  
412/362-0544 
mctst@unix.cis.pittsburgh.edu
tabasko@idis.lis.pittsburgh.edu

------------------------------
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SF-LOVERS Digest            Monday, 13 Aug 1990       Volume 15 : Issue 294

Today's Topics:

        Administration - Vacation and Other Announcements,
	Miscellaneous - Hugo Gernsback & Re-Using Ideas (3 msgs) &
                        Computer Games & Large Populations (6 msgs) &
                        Magic Realms

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: Mon, 13 Aug 90 08:10:00 EDT
From: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu (SF-LOVERS)
Subject: Vacation and other announcements

Summertime is upon us and so is the yearly World Science Fiction
Convention.  This year, the convention is being held in The Hague, Holland.
This issue of Sf-Lovers Digest will be the last one until after Labor Day
while I travel to Europe to visit Holland for two weeks and attend the
convention.  Any messages sent to me or the Digest will be queued until my
return.

In the meantime, now available in the archives, are several files that may
be of interest to readers.  New in the author lists contributed by John
Wenn are the bibliographies for the following authors: Biggle, Boyd,
Brooks, Byrne, Clayton, Compton, Coney, Coulson, Dalmas, Forward,
Jefferies, Jones (D.F.), Kurland, Longyear, Moffitt, Monaco, Sterling,
Tucker and Vardeman.  All of these can be found, along with the other
author lists in the directory, "pub/sfl/authorlists."

Also new in the archives is an episode guide for Star Trek: The Next
Generation.  This is a complete guide to all of the episodes to the end of
the third season, in the order they were aired.  Each entry includes the
names of the producer, director and writer, a complete cast list, and a
brief synopsis of the episode (without spoilers).  The filename is
"pub/sfl/star-trek-tng.guide."  

Comments, suggestions, corrections and requests, as always, are to be sent
to SF-LOVERS-REQUEST@RUTGERS.EDU.

See you in September.

Saul Jaffe
Moderator SF-LOVERS Digest
sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jul 90 16:32:25 GMT
From: microsoft!frankm@beaver.cs.washington.edu (Frank MALONEY)
Subject: Hugo Gernsback

OK, first off, I'm pretty sure I misspelled the man's last name. Sorry, but
that's the best I can do right now.

The real purpose of this posting is just to mention that the newest issue
of the _Smithsonian Magazine_ has a nice article on Hugo, the pioneer SF
editor and publisher, for whom the big annual prize is named, with several
pictures of some wonderful old magazine covers.

Look it up. You may enjoy it. I did.

------------------------------

Date: 1 Aug 90 15:57:44 GMT
From: ST401844@brownvm.brown.edu (Stewart Crall)
Subject: re-using ideas

My favorite Jack Williamson book, "Dragon's Island" aka "the No-men", has
some wondrous borrowings from other books.  He uses little green workers
like Capek's newts, and his pacifist supermen remind me of Stapleton's "Odd
John", especially since all these works are are partly set in the
Indonesia-South Pacific Region.

I rather enjoy seeing good ideas used over and over again, as long as it is
done well.  But I do not like seeing them used badly.  The latest McCaffrey
book, "Sassinak" was not too great a book, in fact I found it an unpleasant
read, and I think this is unfortunate, because some day someone might read
Heinlein's "Citizen of the Galaxy" and not like it because they had a bad
taste from Sassinak.

My current favorite science fiction author, John Taine, uses pretty much
the same ideas in all his books.  He usually has evolution going wild in
some way.  He also uses radiation a lot.  In one book radiation creates
supergeniuses, in another it cures all illnesses, and in a couple others it
causes degenerative mutations.  He usually has a polite, but slightly
insane character, who is often some sort of scientist.  And he has some
totally normal people, usually a woman or a doctor, who put the stories
into perspective.  He also has a fascination with caves and gigantic
earthquakes caused by various nonstandard mechanisms.  He takes these ideas
and mixes them coming up with radically different novels each time.  They
are sort of like a comedy of science fiction, like Woodehouse's comedies of
manners.  It is great that he can take the same ideas and come up with so
many clever books.  Although it is a bit sad that they are so hard to find.

------------------------------

Date: 2 Aug 90 17:34:12 GMT
From: BAE101@psuvm.psu.edu (Lemming)
Subject: Re: re-using ideas

ST401844@BROWNVM.BROWN.EDU (Stewart Crall) says:
>My current favorite science fiction author, John Taine, uses pretty much
>the same ideas in all his books.

What about Donaldson?  Look at his diversity of themes:

   Thomas Covenant series:
A man who hates himself is transported involuntarily from our world to a
fantasy realm where he has an uncontrolled magic power that holds the only
hope of fending of horrible evil.

   Mirror of her Dreams series:
A woman who hates herself is transported involuntarily from our world to a
fantasy realm where she has an uncontrolled magic power that holds the only
hope of fending of horrible evil.

Alex Elliott
BAE101@PSUVM.BITNET

------------------------------

Date: 2 Aug 90 20:09:12 GMT
From: cy5@cunixa.cc.columbia.edu (Conway Yee)
Subject: Re: re-using ideas

Don't forget Piers Anthony.  He gets a good idea and then repeats the idea
over and over again until a trilogy of 7 or 8 books is reached (unless, of
course he gets his publisher to buy additional books of the series.  In
this case, he kludges the series to make additional books possible).

Conway Yee

------------------------------

Date: 4 Aug 90 20:19:37 GMT
From: f3w@mentor.cc.purdue.edu (Mark Gellis)
Subject: Another mode of entertainment

I'm posting this here because I've noticed that there is a high correlation
between people who enjoy sf and fantasy, and people who enjoy various kinds
of role-playing entertainment.

For those of you who are not aware of them, there is a medium called muds -
multi-user domains.  A MUD is similar to a computer adventure game, but
with a few interesting differences.  First, more than one person can play
at a time.  (Some MUDs will have fifty people on at any one time.)  Two,
the idea of the game is role-playing and conversation.  Much of what a MUD
is a conference room with scenery, but since you can design your own
character, items, personalities, etc., it is much more than that.  Three,
in many MUDs, you can build your own rooms.  Some people have built
extensive areas that can be explored, and many people enjoy building
"puzzle" areas that are effectively mini-adventure games.

I've been playing on a few of these Muds for a few months now and I think
they're a great deal of fun, so I thought I would let other people know
about them.  I've already told you why I'm posting here: I think the people
who read this newsgroup are likely to enjoy muds, too.  Some of them, at
least.

How do you get on a Mud?  There are quite a few of them.  People on muds
are usually pretty friendly and glad to give you hints, teach you the
ropes, etc.  You access muds via telnet or via a telnet-like program called
tinytalk (don't ask me why they called it this).  Some of the more popular
Muds and their telnet addresses are...

    Islandia         128.2.250.158 2323      (this is the biggest and
                                              most popular one)
    Chaos            129.15.22.2 6250        (this one now requires
                                              character registration; if
                                              you can get on, it's good.)
    Pegasus          128.255.21.25 2001
    Mbongo           128.54.20.8 4201
    TinyMush         128.32.152.172 4201    

When you get on, you will need to create a character and a password.
Simply type create [character name] [password] and let it go from there.

Enjoy.

------------------------------

Date: 4 Aug 90 03:59:33 GMT
From: reed!buckley@cse.ogi.edu (Ken Buckley)
Subject: Farmer, Asimov, twins, and large populations

To all those who responded to my posting ("Can unrelated twins exist" on
sci.bio), thanks.

The reason I posted was a pair of ideas in science fiction stories I read
recently: one in a P.J. Farmer *Riverworld* story and one in Asimov's
*Prelude to Foundation*; the answers to my posting allow a bit of fanciful
speculation.

The Farmer *Riverworld* series takes place on a planet where some being has
reincarnated all the people who have ever lived on Earth, about 10
trillion, by Farmer's estimate. The story in question concerns Tom Mix's
adventures on this world, together with a Jew from Jesus's day and an
Egyptian woman (I think.) Almost as a just-for-fun afterthought, Farmer
throws in the fact that Tom Mix and his Jewish companion look precisely
identical; this is ascribed to random genetic happenstance. In a population
of only ten trillion, this seemed quite unlikely to me, but I chalked it up
to Farmer's strange imagination.

Then I read *Prelude to Foundation*. Not having read any of the *Empire*
series, I was struck by the huge size of Asimov's universe: 25,000,000
_worlds_. The largest, Trantor, has 40 billion people; a small backwater
world has around 500 million. Taking an average world to have around 1
billion people, Asimov has conjured up _25x10^15_, yes, that's quintillion,
people. Now here, it seemed, we had a sufficient population for the
implausible Farmer plot twist to occur. I am not a biologist, so I posted
my question to sci.bio to see if my hunch was right.  To my intense
surprise, the answer is a definitive no! Using some of the responses I got,
a friend and I made the following conservative(!)  estimate: approximately
10^166 humans would be needed to make this an event with even a remote
chance of occurring.

Thus, it seems that Hari Seldon is safe from meeting his twin, while Farmer
is as usual off in space. Another interesting (?!) question poses itself,
though. Asimov's empire spans only our own galaxy. Assuming one Earth-type
planet per star, are there enough stars in the galaxy to support 10^166
humans? And can anyone write a science fiction story set in such a
universe? :^)

Ken Buckley

------------------------------

Date: 5 Aug 90 07:48:33 GMT
From: jbb@mvaxcs1.cse.nau.edu (Jon Bonnell)
Subject: Re: Farmer, Asimov, twins, and large populations

buckley@reed.UUCP (Ken Buckley) writes:
>To my intense surprise, the answer is a definitive no! Using some of the
>responses I got, a friend and I made the following conservative(!)
>estimate: approximately 10^166 humans would be needed to make this an
>event with even a remote chance of occurring.
>
>Thus, it seems that Hari Seldon is safe from meeting his twin, while
>Farmer is as usual off in space. Another interesting (?!) question poses
>itself, though. Asimov's empire spans only our own galaxy. Assuming one
>Earth-type planet per star, are there enough stars in the galaxy to
>support 10^166 humans? And can anyone write a science fiction story set in
>such a universe? :^)

I think you are missing one point, providing that Farmer actually wished
his speculation of twins to be valid and feasible (which I doubt) your
facts and figures point to the absolute chance of a twin showing up; a 100%
chance.  If we subtract just one person from that gene pool we narrow it to
less than 100% and so on and so on.  Therefore, whether the chance was one
in one trillion or 1 out of 10 there is a chance that a 'twin' would occur
in 10 trillion possible lives.  A chance mind you...
 
Jon Bonnell

------------------------------

Date: 6 Aug 90 01:48:06 GMT
From: dant@mrloog.wr.tek.com (Dan Tilque)
Subject: Re: Farmer, Asimov, twins, and large populations

buckley@reed.UUCP (Ken Buckley) writes:
>The Farmer *Riverworld* series takes place on a planet where some being
>has reincarnated all the people who have ever lived on Earth, about 10
>trillion, by Farmer's estimate. The story in question concerns Tom Mix's
>adventures on this world, together with a Jew from Jesus's day and an
>Egyptian woman (I think.) Almost as a just-for-fun afterthought, Farmer
>throws in the fact that Tom Mix and his Jewish companion look precisely
>identical; this is ascribed to random genetic happenstance.

Not just any Jew.  Reread the part where another Jew (whose name starts
Matth... (I forget the exact spelling)) recognizes him, and figure out who
this Jew really is.  The fact that they look alike is ironic humor on
Farmer's part.

Also, note that Farmer did not say that Mix and the Jew had identical DNA;
they just looked alike.  For all you know they could have had thousands of
differences in internal proteins and such.  This would probably bring the
probabilities within reason.

Dan Tilque
dant@mrloog.WR.TEK.COM

------------------------------

Date: 6 Aug 90 04:23:19 GMT
From: hsv3!mvp@vicom.com (Mike Van Pelt)
Subject: Re: Farmer, Asimov, twins, and large populations

buckley@reed.UUCP (Ken Buckley) writes:
[explanation about why this blows "Riverworld" and "Prelude to Foundation"
out of the water, since the odds against it are astronomical deleted.]

True, you can't get someone that is an identical twin at the genetic level,
but it is much, much easier to get someone who is a double in appearance.
A friend of my parents' is a dead ringer for George Kennedy, and is often
asked for his autograph.  There is a policeman in San Francsico who is a
pretty close double for Clint Eastwood, and one in San Jose who looks
exactly like Tom Sellek, except for being a few inches shorter.  (When I
saw him, my first reaction was to look for the cameras, thinking they were
shooting a movie.  Nope.)

I haven't read the stories in question.  Did they depend on the doubles
being genetically identical, or just looking alike?  Even for just looking
alike, the odds are pretty long, but nothing like 1 in 10^166.

Mike Van Pelt
...ames!vsi1!v7fs1!mvp

------------------------------

Date: 7 Aug 90 00:38:03 GMT
From: George.Harris@samba.acs.unc.edu (BBS Account)
Subject: Nongenetic twins

   Ah, but the number of different appearances there could be is not the
same as the number of people required to make two of them likely to have
the same appearance.  As an analogy, take birthdays; there are 366
different possible birthdays; however, take twenty-five people at random
and odds are >90% that two of them have the same birthday.  Similarly, if
there are 10^166 differetn possible appearances, the sample space required
to achieve a significant possibility of nonrelated identical twins is
*much, much* less than this.

------------------------------

Date: 6 Aug 90 19:47:17 GMT
From: reed!buckley@cse.ogi.edu (Ken Buckley)
Subject: Re: Farmer, Asimov, twins, and large populations

mvp@hsv3.UUCP (Mike Van Pelt) writes:
>True, you can't get someone that is an identical twin at the genetic
>level, but it is much, much easier to get someone who a double in
>apperance.  A friend of my parents' is a dead ringer for George Kennedy,
>and is often asked for his autograph.  There is a policeman in San
>Francsico who is a pretty close double for Clint Eastwood, and one in San
>Jose who looks exactly like Tom Sellek, except for being a few inches
>shorter.  (When I saw him, my first reaction was to look for the cameras,
>thinking they were shooting a movie.  Nope.)
>
>I haven't read the stories in question. Did they depend on the doubles
>being genetically identical, or just looking alike?  Even for just looking
>alike, the odds are pretty long, but nothing like 1 in 10^166.

Hmmm. This is interesting. The calculation we made *was* for physical
appearance only.  For instance we ignored foo percent of the genes because
they would not affect physical appearance.  It is entirely possible, and
from your evidence quite probable, that we were entirely clueless and got a
wildly wrong number. Perhaps my original hunch was correct!

By the way, I found the story, called "Riverworld". The relevant quote is
"Yeshua could have been Mix's twin, ... There were slight differences
between them [mention of several tiny details] ... [I]t took people some
time to distinguish between them...." This implies that 1. genetic identity
is not intended and 2. neither is exact physical identity since one can
distinguish the two.

[Also, to clarify things I was only speculating on such a plot twist in
"Prelude to Foundation"; Asimov has not to my knowledge used any such
device.]  

------------------------------

Date: 8 Aug 90 21:18:53 GMT
From: MFDICK01@ulkyvm.bitnet
Subject: "magic realms"

Forwarded from Scott McLaughlin-samcla01@ulkyvm.bitnet:

These aren't exactly the same, but some excellent books about traveling
through a magic realm are: Riddle of the Seven Realms by Lyndon Hardy (1988
Del Rey) and Exiles of the Rynth by Carole Douglas (1984 Del Rey).  These
involve people traveling from one "magical" realm to another. They are both
a good read.

------------------------------
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SF-LOVERS Digest           Saturday, 1 Sep 1990       Volume 15 : Issue 295

Today's Topics:

           Administrivia - Monthly Reminders,
	   Books - Benford & Cherryh (2 msgs) & Dahl (2 msgs) &
                   Donaldson (2 msgs) & Frankowski (6 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: Sat, 1 Sat 90 08:00:52 EDT
From: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu (SF-LOVERS)
Subject: Administrivia

It is time once again for the monthly reminders:

Problems, administrative questions, and requests for addition or removal to
the mailing list should always be sent to SF-LOVERS-REQUEST@RUTGERS.EDU.
Submissions for the digest are to be sent to SF-LOVERS@RUTGERS.EDU only.
Error messages, particularly those generated automatically by mailers,
should always go to SF-LOVERS-ERRORS@RUTGERS.EDU which is the address
specified in the "Errors-To:" field.

If you have information about a convention that you wish to have listed in
the convention listings maintained in the archives, you can send complete
information to SF-LOVERS-CONS@RUTGERS.EDU and it will be included in the
listings as soon as possible.  Information should be sent at least one
month prior to the date of the convention in order to insure that it is
listed in time.

Unfortunately, due to the large volume of mail that I receive every day,
messages sent to the wrong address are likely to be unprocessed.

------------------------------

Date: 22 Aug 90 02:04:00 GMT
From: fweaver@bigvax.alfred.edu ("J. SCOTT WEAVER")
Subject: Beyond the Fall of Night.

I must admit that I greeted the announcement of a "sequel" to Against the
Fall of Night with little enthusiasm.  IMHO, attempts to milk one more
novel out of the author's previous ideas often destroy the charm of the
original work. Against the Fall of Night has long been a favorite of mine.
It is a simple story, told well.  Like much of Clarke's best work, the mood
of AtFoN is compelling, gentle, but full of wonder.  The first rewrite, The
City and the Stars, has more technical detail and stands well as a separate
work, but lacks some of the appeal of AtFoN.  In any case, I ordered BtFoN
and hoped for the best.  (The following comments include some remarks by my
wife, Marion.  "I" is usually me, and "we" suggests that we independently
reached similar conclusions.)

As noted by previous posters, BtFoN is really two separate works - a
reprint of AtFoN and a sequel by Benford.  (Thus, jacket blurbs such as
"Based on the novella" AtFoN; and Clarke and Benford "team up" seem a
trifle strained.)

*SPOILERS AHEAD*

As always, I enjoyed re-reading AtFoN.  Our only real criticism of it is a
sense of unease at the time scale.  As geologists, we are accustomed to
thinking of millions of years but are also aware of just how much change
occurs during these immense periods of time.  Thus, we have always felt
that a billion years is too long for any society to remain unchanged.  For
example, even if the citizens of Diaspar have a generation length of 1
million years, 1 billion years still corresponds to 1000 generations -
30,000 years for critters like us.  The situation is much worse for the
citizens of Lys.  In historic terms, 1.5 billion years includes the entire
history of the eukaryotes.  I have always allowed Clarke a bit of poetic
license in his time spans, and have happily suspended belief.  In TCatS,
Clarke does deal with the timescale problem by using the stored patterns of
Diaspar and its inhabitants to keep the society on track.

Having finished AtFoN, we were jolted by the abrupt transition into the
Benford "sequel".  In one sense, this part reads like generic Benford with
AtFoN terms plugged in for characters and locales.  The pinwheel is there,
the scene is the galactic center... Benford even restores the moon!  My
first reaction was anger which was not helped by the rather clumsy plot as
Seeker leads Cley on her tour of discovery.  The Mad Mind seems a rather
puny villain as compared with Clarke's original and its efforts at
destruction are rather selective for a being described as "implacably
hostile to matter."  However, all is made clear at the end of Benford's
section.  The purpose of the sequel is to show that Clarke missed the
possibilities inherent in the vast timescape of AtFoN.  (What did we say
above?  It really annoys me to suspend belief while reading and then have
the author chide me for it. When I want reality, I read Physics, not SF.
When I read for entertainment, I happily accept a lot of dubious stuff for
plot or setting purposes.)

Having cooled down, I can grant Benford a few points.  Clarke mentions
"great empty rents which the Mad Mind has torn" in the galaxy.  I rather
like Benford's idea that the Mad Mind destroyed the gas and dust component
rather than the stars themselves.  Since spiral structure in galaxies is
mainly seen as short-lived O and B stars, removing the supply of new ones
will produce the "rents" in a few million years (or maybe a few x10**7).
Unfortunately, Clarke has specified that the Mad Mind did the job in a "few
thousand years".

In short, I find Benford's derivative story unnecessary.  The connection to
AtFoN is superficial and there are just too many discrepancies.  The plot
and writing are, IMHO, not up to Benford's usual standard.  There might be
an excuse for this attack if AtFoN was touted as the epitome of hard SF.
One might even accept this as an attack on TCatS.  But why go after AtFoN?
The only saving feature is that, since Benford fails to shed any new light
on AtFoN, I should be able to enjoy reading it again in the future.

J. Scott Weaver
Geology Dept.                        
Alfred University                  
Alfred, NY 14802                     
607-871-2203
Bitnet: fweaver@ceramics
Internet: fweaver@bigvax.alfred.edu
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Date: 16 Aug 90 08:11:22 GMT
From: orava@psykoman.hut.fi (Petri Wessman)
Subject: Cyteen

I know, this has been discussed to death before, but by the time the
paperback edition of Cyteen managed to make it's way up to Finland the
discussion had died down. :-(

I guess the following is a SPOILER of sorts.

I loved the book, but the ending bothered me. I mean, what was Denis Nye's
(sp?) motivation for doing what he did? Why spend N+1 years raising up Ari
II just to kill her (again)? Did Cherryh run into a deadline when finishing
up the manuscript, or did I miss some clues?

Petri Wessman 
Helsinki University of Technology
Finland
orava@{niksula,otax.tky}.hut.fi

------------------------------

Date: 19 Aug 90 15:19:20 GMT
From: John.Darnell@nss.fidonet.org (John Darnell)
Subject: Re: Cyteen

> I loved the book, but the ending bothered me. I mean, what was Denis
> Nye's (sp?) motivation for doing what he did? Why spend N+1 years raising
> up Ari II just to kill her (again)? Did Cherryh run into a deadline when
> finishing up the manuscript, or did I miss some clues?

   I was puzzled over his motives as well.  I finally laid it all to this:
Denis and Giraud were interested in controlling Reseune.  They could do so
with an Ari, but with the old Ari, it was themselves who were controlled.

***Major Spoiler***

I am of the impression that it was Denis and Giraud who killed the old Ari
in order to gain control of Reseune.  They then cloned her so that they
could retain control.  Ari II was produced in order to maintain that
control.  They both believed that they could control her, and, while
raising her, meld her into pliability.  When that did not happen, when they
saw their control slipping away, they set out to kill her.

***Minor Spoiler***

   Another possibility is that Giraud's unexpected demise unbalanced Denis,
and that after Gs death, he decided that he could no longer cope with an
"awakening" Ari.

   When all is said and done, however, we really do not know what Cherryh
intended.  That's the spice of the book.

John Darnell
UUCP: ...!pitt!nss!John.Darnell
INTERNET: John.Darnell@nss.FIDONET.ORG

------------------------------

Date: 17 Aug 90 07:00:19 GMT
From: JWenn.ESAE@xerox.com
Subject: Author Lists: Roald Dahl

Roald (pronounced "Roo-aal") Dahl writes two different types of stories:
his adult and his children's stories.  His adult stories are generally
Alfred Hitchcock mixed with a dash of the Twilight Zone.  Witty, macabre,
and with a surprise ending, they are great reads that often contain some
fantasy element.

His children's books aren't that far from his adult novels.  Although
written for children, they have a wicked sense of humor that real children
find delightful.  I am reminded of the cartoons of Charles Addams, or (to a
lesser degree) Edward Gorey.  His most famous work, "Charlie and the
Chocolate Factory" was successfully filmed as "Willy Wonka and the
Chocolate Factory" (even if the film was slightly sanitized).  And "The
Witches" was recently filmed (to be released shortly in the U.S.A.) and I
look forward to seeing it.  Another favorite is "George's Marvelous
Medicine", for very few authors would let George do what he does (no
spoilers).

[C] == Story Collection.
[J] == The book is for juveniles (however you define them).
[NF] == Non-Fiction.
[NSF] == Not SF.
[O] == Omnibus.  Includes other books.
rev == Revision of the other book.

Dahl, Roald [U.K., U.S.A., 9/13/1916- ]
    Twenty-nine Kisses from Roald Dahl [1969] [C] [O]
        Kiss, Kiss [1960] [C]
        Someone Like You [1953, 1961] [C]
    Over to You [1946] [C] [NSF] [aviation stories]
    Sometime Never [1948] [rev of "The Gremlins"]
    Selected Stories [1970] [O]
    Switch Bitch [1974] [C]
    The Best of Roald Dahl [1978] [C]
    Taste [1979] [C]
    Tales of the Unexpected [1979] [C]
    More Tales of the Unexpected [1980] [C]
    My Uncle Oswald [1980]
    Roald Dahl's Completely Unexpected Tales [1986] [C]
    Two Fables [1987]
    Ah, Sweet Mystery of Life [1990] [C]

    The Complete Adventures of Charlie and Mr. Willy Wonka [1978] [O] [J]
        Charlie and the Chocolate Factory [1964, 1973] [J]
        Charlie and the Great Glass Elevator [1972] [J]
    The Gremlins [1943] [J]
    James and the Giant Peach [1961] [J]
    The Magic Finger [1966] [J]
    Fantastic Mr. Fox [1970] [J]
    Danny: The Champion of the World [1975] [J]
    The Enormous Crocodile [1976] [J]
    The Wonderful Story of Henry Sugar and Six More [1977] [C] [J]
    The Twits [1980] [J]
    George's Marvelous Medicine [1981] [J]
    The BFG [1982] [J]
    The Witches [1983] [J]
    Roald Dahl's Revolting Rhymes [1983] [J]
    Boy [1984] [J] [NF] [Autobiography]
    Dirty Beasts [1984] [J]
    The Giraffe & the Pelly & Me [1985] [J]
    Going Solo [1986] [J]
    Matilda [1988] [J]

------------------------------

Date: 20 Aug 90 18:24:09 GMT
From: rmj@tcom.stc.co.uk (Rhodri James)
Subject: Re: Author Lists: Roald Dahl

JWenn.ESAE@XEROX.COM writes:
>Roald (pronounced "Roo-aal") Dahl writes two different types of stories:

"Row-ald", actually.

> [Notes on wonderful films of wonderful Dahl stories]

"Danny, Champion of the World" has also been filmed, and appropriately
stars a grandfather, father and son combination (Cyril Cussac, Jeremy Irons
and his son (whose name temporarily escapes me)) as the grandfather, father
and son in the story. Tick V.G.

I seem to remember that the BBC once did a version of James and the Giant
Peach, but that wasn't too good on the whole.

rmj@islay.tcom.stc.co.uk
rmj10@phx.cam.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 17 Aug 90 13:22:35 GMT
From: corpane!mikeh@e.ms.uky.edu (Michael W. Hatton)
Subject: 2Questions about Donaldson

Is S.R. Donaldson coming out with a new fantasy book any time soon?

I also would like to know the pen name he writes under.  I have been trying
to find out but I haven't had any luck.  I know the novels he writes under
the pen name are detective novels but that's all I know.

------------------------------

Date: 25 Aug 90 02:12:10 GMT
From: lsc%chryse@sun.com (Lisa S Chabot)
Subject: Re: 2Questions about Donaldson

mikeh@corpane.UUCP (Michael W. Hatton) writes:
>I also would like to know the pen name he writes under.  I have been
>trying to find out but I haven't had any luck.  I know the novels he
>writes under the pen name are detective novels but that's all I know.

Reed Stephens.

------------------------------

Date: 20 Aug 90 03:46:04 GMT
From: braun-eric@cs.yale.edu (Eric E. Braun)
Subject: Leo Frankowski

Hey, has anyone read books by Leo Frankowski?  (Published by Del Rey).  He
has a four (so far)-book series out called The Adventures of Conrad
Stargard.  If you've read them, what do you think?  Are they fun?  Are they
sexist?  Is anybody anxious for more?

e-mail responses also welcomed.

------------------------------

Date: 20 Aug 90 16:14:14 GMT
From: whh@pacbell.com (Wilson Heydt)
Subject: Re: Leo Frankowski

braun-eric@CS.YALE.EDU (Eric E. Braun) writes:
>Hey, has anyone read books by Leo Frankowski?  (Published by Del Rey).  He
>has a four (so far)-book series out called The Adventures of Conrad
>Stargard.  If you've read them, what do you think?  Are they fun?  Are
>they sexist?  Is anybody anxious for more?

Five, actually. The fifth book of the 4-part series is "Lord Conrad's
Lady."

Frankowski has used an old SF technique in a new setting.  This is
essentially "A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur's Court" set in 13th
Century Poland with a hero with the morals of the early 80s (or possibly
the mid-60s).  Our Hero has all the attributes of an adolescent wet dream
crossed with a wildly exagerated idea of what can be done with modern
Engineering knowledge to a culture without the tools to build the tools.

A far better job of this was done by Sprague deCamp in "Lest Darkness
Fall."  deCamp writes better, too.

Hal Heydt
Analyst, Pacific*Bell
415-823-5447         
whh@pbhya.PacBell.COM

------------------------------

Date: 21 Aug 90 04:16:58 GMT
From: ccastvf@prism.gatech.edu (that's Mr. Bucko to you)
Subject: Re: Leo Frankowski

I really enjoyed the first book. The character was likable, plus being an
engineering type it was lots of fun watching him try to implement his 20th
century engineering knowledge in medieval times.  Neat stuff.

The books rapidly slid downhill, until by the 4th book you mostly got dry
pseudo-history with very little 1st person from Conrad's point of view. I
highly recommend part 1, it reads well a 2nd or 3rd time. Borrow the other
3 from some poor sap stupid enough to buy them.

------------------------------

Date: 20 Aug 90 19:20:33 GMT
From: rhanschk@uhasun.hartford.edu (Ruth Hanschka)
Subject: re:Leo Frankowski

I've read three of the four [haven't gotten my hands on #2 yet].  IMAO
they're not too bad; they're a heck of a lot better than Robert Adam's
Castaways books have been lately. I quit reading them after #3; it was too
depressing.

THe worst part, also IMHO [flame-proof armor donned] in the Frankowski
series is not the sexism of the Mongol-invasion era Polish setting, but the
hero's own.  Conrad Schwarz [Schwartz?], when he talks about his own views
on women, thinks of them as objects.  Things like "I've had ... virgins."
Kind of like saying that he'd had three beers.  Then he goes on to praise
his own teaching of sexual technique.  I don't know about the men out
there, but as a woman it left me just a tad turned off by the character.
Then again, Frankowski could be going for just that effect.  I just wish he
hadn't been so blatant about it.

Ruth H  

------------------------------

Date: 19 Aug 90 21:02:15 GMT
From: rsoft!mindlink!a710@van-bc.wimsey.bc.ca (Crawford Kilian)
Subject: Re: Leo Frankowski

Leo Frankowski does an amusing variation on the Connecticut Yankee schtick,
but I found Conrad Stargard wearing mighty thin after a book or two.  Apart
from the sexism, which would make Sly Stallone cringe, his novels ignore
the historical reality - when individuals from technically advanced
societies find themselves stuck in less advanced societies, they make
precioius little impact.  Consider various British sailors cast away among
the Northwest Indians in the 18th century, who had no influence on the
people who enslaved them even though John Jewitt, for example, was a
competent blacksmith and used as such by the Nootka of Vancouver Island.
Cultures are mighty hard to move, and the Connecticut Yankee plot is really
just American wishful thinking.

------------------------------

Date: 21 Aug 90 23:34:17 GMT
From: hrh@well.sf.ca.us (Harry Henderson)
Subject: Re: Leo Frankowski

True about the technology (IC engines light enough to power aircraft in
only ten years. Sheesh.  I suppose they're going to invent vacuum tube
computers in the next book. But, hey, it's lightweight but kind of fun.)

As for the sexism, well I just finished book 5, Lord Conrad's Lady, and
Francine ends up getting a fair amount of the attention. She becomes the
consumate diplomat, directing most of the political developments while
Conrad futzes around with machines and economic organization. It's sort of
implied that the ladies have sexual freedom, too, but the P.O.V. is
definitely "male wish fulfillment."

As for de Camp, I wish he'd do a sequel to Lest Darkness Fall.

Harry Henderson
{hplabs,pacbell,ucbvax,apple}!well!hrh

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

            Administrivia - Archives,
	    Books - Haldeman & Henderson & Kay & May (5 msgs) &
                    Niven & Panshin & Pratchett & Shupp

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: Sat, 1 Sep 90 08:38:18 EDT
From: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu (SF-LOVERS)
Subject: Archives

One of the long standing traditions of SF-LOVERS is keeping back issues and
related files in a publicly accessible area.  The SF-LOVERS archives are
currently stored on ELBERETH.RUTGERS.EDU (128.6.4.61) which is a unix
machine.  The archives are currently available to anyone with FTP access to
this machine.

IMPORTANT NOTICE: Previously BITNET sites could not get access to the
archives.  This is no longer true.  Please see below for instructions on
how to access the archives.

Please do not send mail asking me to mail you files from the archives.
They are way too big to be transmitted via mail without getting various
system administrators on the network extremely upset.  Anyone who wants
access to the archives that does not have access to FTP on their machine,
may follow the instructions given below for BITNET subscribers.

Instructions for INTERNET users:

To access the archives, you need to login with ftp using the anonymous
login function.  Below is a sample session (The "%" and "ftp>" are prompts,
yours may vary):

% ftp elbereth.rutgers.edu
Connected to elbereth.rutgers.edu.
220 elbereth.rutgers.edu FTP server
Name (elbereth.rutgers.edu:<userid>): anonymous
331 Guest login ok, send ident as password.
Password:
230 Guest login ok, access restrictions apply.
ftp> cd pub/sfl
ftp> get <filename>
ftp> quit

Instructions for BITNET users (and those without FTP):

To access the archives, the principle is the same however it must be
handled via mail since there is no way to do it interactively.  You can
send mail to BITFTP@PUCC.BITNET with the following as the text of the
message:

FTP elbereth.rutgers.edu
USER anonymous
CD pub/sfl
GET <filename>

You will probably get two mail messages back.  One from the server itself
informing you that the request went through and the other will be the
actual file retrieved.  I haven't tried this for multiple files so I don't
know if each file retrieved comes back as a separate message or not.

 Below is a list of the files that are currently available in the archives:

Episode Guides:

   20 blakes7.guide
   18 doctor-who.guide
   18 galactica.guide       [Note: originally these two were one file.
   10 galactica80.guide      They have now been split into two files.]
   36 lost-in-space.guide
    6 max-headroom.guide        [Incomplete]
   28 new-twilight-zone.guide   [Possibly incomplete]
   22 outerlimits.guide
   10 prisoner.guide
    8 red-dwarf.guide
   14 star-trek-animated.guide
*  58 star-trek-tng.guide
   26 star-trek.guide
    6 tomorrow-people.guide
   70 twilight-zone.guide

Text Files:

   20 amber-timeline.txt
   68 argon.txt
*  48 cons.txt
   32 decwars.txt
   24 down-in-flames.txt
   86 hitch-hikers-guide-to-the-net.txt
*  20 hugos.txt
    8 klingonaase.txt
    6 nebulas.txt
    4 saturn.txt
   92 the-enchanted-duplicator.txt
*   4 world-fantasy-awards.txt

Back Issues of SF-LOVERS:

   1872 sf-lovers.v1
   1904 sf-lovers.v2
   1856 sf-lovers.v3
   1760 sf-lovers.v4
    816 sf-lovers.v5
   1744 sf-lovers.v6
    592 sf-lovers.v7
   1648 sf-lovers.v8
   3600 sf-lovers.v9
   7472 sf-lovers.v10
   6752 sf-lovers.v11
   4944 sf-lovers.v12a
   4000 sf-lovers.v12b
   6000 sf-lovers.v13
   7568 sf-lovers.v14

New to the archives: the author lists provided and maintained by John Wenn
are now available in the directory pub/sfl/authorlists.  The list for each
author is contained in its own file with the filenames being in the form:
Lastname.Firstname, e.g. Niven.Larry (Please remember, unix filenames are
case sensitive).
 
A few notes about the files.  The number that appears to the left of the
file, is the size of the file in kilobytes.  All of the back issues except
for volume 1 are in BABYL mail format.  The first volume, sf-lovers.v1,
includes a number of messages from the early days before digests and there
is much of "historical" interest.

The current volume is Volume 15.  Old issues of this volume may be found in
the same directory as the archives.  They are in the files sf-lovers.xxxyy
where "xxx" is the month of publication and "yy" is the current year.  For
more recent back issues, send your request to
SF-LOVERS-REQUEST@RUTGERS.EDU.
 
Files in the archives that have been modified within the last month or are
new entries are denoted with a "*" in the lists above.  If anyone notes any
errors or would like to supply missing information, please write to
SF-LOVERS-REQUEST@RUTGERS.EDU.

------------------------------

Date: 23 Aug 90 01:36:34 GMT
From: wdstarr@athena.mit.edu (William December Starr)
Subject: "The Hemingway Hoax"

Just finished reading Joe Haldeman's new novel, "The Hemingway Hoax."
Didn't come within shooting distance of understanding the ending.  Could
someone who does understand what the heck was going on please explain it to
me?  Thanks.

William December Starr
wdstarr@athena.mit.edu

------------------------------

Date: 17 Aug 90 07:02:02 GMT
From: JWenn.ESAE@xerox.com
Subject: Author Lists: Zenna Henderson

Ah, Zenna Henderson.  She was one of the best writers at portraying
believable, three dimensional children.  This was probably due to being a
school teacher for a number of years.  Her best known stories deal with
"The People", a group of alien humans who fled the destruction of the world
and are now living hidden on Earth.  These aliens have psychic abilities
and how they interact with normal humanity forms the core of most of these
stories.  These stories also formed the basis for an O.K. film "The People"
[1971] starring Kim Darby and William Shatner.

And for those of us who have already read all of her books (which aren't
that hard to find), there are a few uncollected stories. They include:

"Thrumthing and Out", Fantasy & Science Fiction Magazine, 10/72
"Katie-Mary's Trip", Fantasy & Science Fiction Magazine, 1/75
"The First Stroke", Fantasy & Science Fiction Magazine, 10/77
"There Was a Garden", _Cassandra Rising_ [1978], edited by Alice Laurance
"Tell Us a Story", Fantasy & Science Fiction Magazine, 10/80 (also appears
    in _The Best SF of the Year #10_ [1981], edited by Terry Carr)

[C] == Story Collection.

Henderson, Zenna [Chlarson] [U.S.A., 11/1/1917-5/11/1983]
    The People Series: 
        Pilgrimage: The Book of the People [1961]
        The People: No Different Flesh [1966] [C]
    The Anything Box [1965] [C]
    Holding Wonder [1971] [C]

------------------------------

Date: 16 Aug 90 20:25:34 GMT
From: whittajl@clutx.clarkson.edu (Jeff Whittaker)
Subject: A question for Guy Gavriel Kay fans

   A couple of months ago some people were talking about GGK and his
Fionavar Tapesty series.  Intrigued, I was able to get a hold of and read
all three of them.  They were ... GREAT!  Now I see in the most recent
books in print that he has a new book out called "Tigana".  Has anyone read
this?  If so, please mail me a synop/overview of the book.  I want to know
if I should invest the money, I don't want to get it on faith in the
author.
   Thanks.

------------------------------

Date: 13 Aug 90 15:10:10 GMT
From: GMORR00@ricevm1.bitnet (elmo)
Subject: Re: Julian May

   I've run into this problem before.  What bothers me doesn't bother
anyone else.  Different strokes.
   I was able to believe in psychic powers.  That's reasonable; there have
been a lot of sf works featuring psychic powers.
   Given that, is it plausible that three as-or-more-powerful-than-any-
other psychics should just happen to choose exile and end up in the same
group?  I did not find it so.  It is akin to three 210 cm men joining the
army and being assigned to the same combat unit.
   Yes, they all had good reasons to join the army; they were misfits or
delinquents or dropouts or whatever.  In any sort of random distribution,
they'd be vastly more likely to be assigned to different units, especially
since they'd be most likely to have joined at different times.
   Apparently, there was skulduggery involved; fine, that makes it
plausible.  Pity she never mentioned that in the actual books.

morrow@physics.rice.edu

------------------------------

Date: 14 Aug 90 12:49:45 GMT
From: chris@tcom.stc.co.uk (Chris Milton)
Subject: Re: Julian May

GMORR00@RICEVM1.BITNET (Elmo) writes:
> About Joan's comment about mine:
> 
> I'll agree with you that the group of exiles had very good reason to
> choose exile; what I was complaining about was that every pivotal exile
> character just happened to go to exile in the SAME group.  I can believe
> seven impossible things before breakfast, but not eight.

Aren't you forgetting that although that group had 8 major psychics in it,
and yes, they did play a vital role in the shape of things to come, when
it comes down to the crunch of the 4 books there are other charectors,
tanu, firvulag, and human who play equally if not greater roles, the
remiallard family for starters? Anyway, if my memory serves me correctly
only Elizabeth, Aiken and ?Felice? did any real amount of surviving
through the books, the rest all either wandered off or got killed.

For what it's worth anyway, I've always thought that the composition of
group green was as it was for several reasons: a) to show how strong the
psychic powers of tanu/firvulag really were in the human race b) to show
how out-of-control the usage of the portal had become (someone like
Elizabeth except in a virtually euthanasia society shouldn't have been
let through, Aiken should have been discovered ages back and Felice
should simply have been locked up) and c) yes, admittedly, a bit of
convenience.

chris@jura.tcom.stc.co.uk

------------------------------

Date: 22 Aug 90 06:52:59 GMT
From: savage@boulder.colorado.edu (Metallica Rules)
Subject: Re: Julian May (*spoilers*)

hillm@inmos.co.uk (Mark Hill) writes:
>Is _Intervention_ worth reading after the main series?

No.  Intervention was boring.  Both books are drawn out and nothing ever
happens.  The Intervention takes place in the last few pages of the second
book.  I was hoping to read about how Earth was introduced into the
galactic society and what would happen to an evolving Earth, but none of
that happened.  All you get is a little parade of events in the last page
or so.  Boring. 

Chuck
savage%tigger@boulder.colorado.EDU

------------------------------

Date: 22 Aug 90 23:02:48 GMT
From: ennael@jhunix.hcf.jhu.edu (Felan shena Thoron'edras)
Subject: Re: Julian May (*spoilers*)

savage@boulder.Colorado.EDU (Metallica Rules) writes:
>hillm@inmos.co.uk (Mark Hill) writes:
>>Is _Intervention_ worth reading after the main series?

Like I say below, I liked it quite a bit.  There are a few things explained
in it (well, after a fashion, anyway), for instance about the Lylmik (sp) -
that is to say, where they came from.

>No.  Intervention was boring.  Both books are drawn out and nothing ever
>happens.  The Intervention takes place in the last few pages of the second
>book.  I was hoping to read about how Earth was introduced into the
>galactic society and what would happen to an evolving Earth, but none of
>that happened.  All you get is a little parade of events in the last page
>or so.  Boring.

I admit it could seem so to some.  I liked it quite a bit, myself.
Theoretically, we'll be getting the storyline you wanted in the Galactic
Milieu trilogy that I believe someone said was going to start coming out
soon.
  And, after all, it wouldn't make much sense to start in the middle of the
story but, now we know the background, so things _will_ make more sense...
hopefully. :-)

------------------------------

Date: 23 Aug 90 18:33:29 GMT
From: abl@dart.ece.cmu.edu (Antonio Leal)
Subject: Re: Julian May (*spoilers*)

hillm@aragorn.inmos.co.uk (Mark Hill) writes:
> Is _Intervention_ worth reading after the main series?

Frankly, no.  It's a rather weak contemporary-to-near-future thriller, with
very hard to swallow hand-waving about psychic powers and a few stock
malevolent characters.  I'll confess that I was rather reluctant to pick up
the original saga, being deeply suspicious of fantasy series; but, when I
did read the books, I did not regret it.  The rationalisation of the
psychic powers was not obtrusive, and the legerdemain was well covered by
the development of the world and the characters, with an interesting and
_rational_ situation; that nearly made it hard SF.

Not so with the Intervention book(s); there is a nearly 1950'ish emphasis
on psychic powers (such as you might find in Blish's Jack of Eagles, or
many other stories by contemporaneous authors, including, gulp, Heinlein).
I think that, nowadays, an informed reader has a right to a much higher
threshold for suspension of disbelief in psychic claims, and that has been
reflected in modern SF.  Some authors still try to use it; May is one of
them, and my reaction is that she failed.

Antonio B. Leal
Dept. of Electrical and Computer Engineering
Carnegie Mellon University
Pittsburgh, PA. 15213   U.S.A.
[412] 268-2937
abl@maxwell.ece.cmu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 24 Aug 90 21:34:05 GMT
From: cain@ics.uci.edu (Timothy Douglas Cain)
Subject: Niven's Protector: big typo!

I recently bought and read Niven's *Protector* novel and noticed a big typo
that I don't recall seeing mentioned here.

*SPOILER*

Towards the end of the novel, while Truesdale (the rich guy) and Alice (the
Belter woman) are on Brennan's little asteroid, Alice is referred to as
Sally. This seems to be a huge typo, and I was wondering what could have
caused it. Perhaps Sally was the original name Niven used.  Has anyone else
seen this? BTW, my copy of the book is the paperback showing Pssthpok on
the front reading a book and eating tree-of-life roots.

Timothy D. Cain
Department of Information and Computer Science
UC Irvine
cain@ics.uci.edu

------------------------------

Date: 13 Aug 90 21:54:14 GMT
From: chuq@apple.com (Spot the Wonder Dog)
Subject: World Beyond the Hill

This is just a quick note to let people know that the book "World Beyond
the Hill: Science Fiction and the Quest for Transcnedence" by Alexei and
Cory Panshin is now available in trade paperback (0-87477-573-6, 685
pages).  If you're interested in the history of the field, it's an
important work to read.  Don't wait for the cheapie paperback, because of
the size of this thing it's not going to happen but, now that it's out of
hardcover, you can save a chunk of change getting the trade.

Chuq Von Rospach
chuq@apple.com

------------------------------

Date: 13 Aug 90 08:08:36 GMT
From: eesshlgb@gdr.bath.ac.uk (S H L G Bisson)
Subject: Eric: the latest Discworld book

It was only three days late. Due out last Wednesday, I finally acquired a
copy of Terry Pratchett's latest Discworld book on Saturday. So what is
"Eric" like?

Well, there are lost kingdoms, wooden horses, the beginning (and end!) of
the universe, Death, demons, the Librarian, a 14 year old demonology hacker
(you re-write the source codex), Rincewind and the Luggage.

And the whole thing has lots of lovely Josh Kirby illustrations. This is a
picture book for adults of all ages!

IMHO, there is only one problem with Terry Pratchett books, and that is
once you've read one, you want another.

Ah well, not long till "Wings" (the third Nome book), the re-issue of "The
Carpet People" (his first book), and more discworld in November, and next
May when "Mort II" comes out.

Simon H. Le G. Bisson
School of Electrical Engineering 
Bath University, Claverton Down  
Bath, Avon, England.             
+44 225 826826 x 4020
UUCP: ...!uunet!mcvax!ukc!gdr!eesshlgb
Internet: eesshlgb%gdr.bath.ac.uk@cs.ucl.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 14 Aug 90 05:21:01 GMT
From: lopez!traal@sharkey.cc.umich.edu (Traal the Brave)
Subject: In Defense of The Destiny Makers (Mike Shupp)

In defense of "The Destiny Maker's" (With Fate Conspire, Morning of
Creation, Soldier of Another Fortune, and-I-can't-remember-the-last-one),
by Mike Shupp, I must admit that the first time I read book one I was
thoroughly lost.  In fact, I was *more* than lost.  I did not enjoy it at
all.  I knew that I wasn't going to like it after the first several
chapters.  It was confusing.  But, I have never given up on a book that
I've started reading, so I read it in its entirety.  I was right: it WAS
confusing.  And at the end I was not impressed.  I was also right in that
it was confusing all the way through, and didn't make a lot of sense to me.
Hard to follow.  This annoyed me.  I like to think that I can understand
what I read.  I couldn't imagine a book being published that made no sense.
So, then, I assumed the problem was with my reading of the book.  I read it
again.  It made a bit more sense.  I read it a third time.  (NOTE: I did
not read, reread, and read this book again all at once.  This was over a
period of a year or so.)  After the third read it made a lot of sense.
Then book two came out.  I read it.  I am now reading it for the second
time (in three years).  It is much more enjoyable after rereading book one
(yes: FOUR times!) yet again.  Now that I am more accustomed to Mike
Shupp's style, and the flow of the story, I enjoy it a lot.  In fact, I am
currently on a quest for the remaining two books.

rutgers!sharkey!lopez!traal

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	      Films - Queen of Blood (3 msgs) & Flatliners &
                      Invasion of the Saucer Men (2 msgs) &
                      The People (4 msgs) &
                      Interview with a Vampire & Witches

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 3 Aug 90 07:09:53 GMT
From: jbb@mvaxcs1.cse.nau.edu (Jon Bonnell)
Subject: Need help identifying movie

Another movie request.
 
My wife and I were discussing old sciece fiction films we had seen as kids.
This one is from the 50's and neither of us know the title.
 
The movie was about a group of astronauts (a women among them) that travel
to another planet and pickup a stowaway.  This stowaway is an alien that
attacks the crew members one by one and needs their blood to lay her eggs.
Anyway, the alien is killed and they think everything is ok but when they
land on Earth they discover a whole nest of eggs.  The eggs are leathery
sacks that look like bags of blood.
 
I don't know if this film was black and white or not as it was a black and
white TV I saw it on.  (No, not in the theaters, I'm not that old.)
 
I remember the film as the 'first' Aliens.  All help would be appreciated.
 
Jon Bonnell

------------------------------

Date: 4 Aug 90 13:42:35 GMT
From: leeper@cbnewsj.att.com (Mark R. Leeper)
Subject: Re: Need help identifying movie

jbb@mvaxcs1.cse.nau.edu (Jon Bonnell) writes:
> My wife and I were discussing old sciece fiction films we had seen as
> kids.  This one is from the 50's and neither of us know the title.
>
> The movie was about a group of astronauts (a women among them) that
> travel to another planet and pickup a stowaway.  This stowaway is an
> alien that attacks the crew members one by one and needs their blood to
> lay her eggs.  ...

The film you are thinking of is QUEEN OF BLOOD (occasionally called PLANET
OF BLOOD) and it was not a 50's film but made in 1966.  It starred John
Saxon, Basil Rathbone, and Dennis Hopper.  Florence Marly played the female
vampire.  It was in color.

> I remember the film as the 'first' Aliens.  All help would be
> appreciated.

Actually ALIENS is more like IT! THE TERROR FROM BEYOND SPACE (1958).

Mark Leeper
(201)957-5619
...att!mtgzx!leeper

------------------------------

Date: 6 Aug 90 06:43:32 GMT
From: jbb@mvaxcs1.cse.nau.edu (Jon Bonnell)
Subject: Re: Need help identifying movie

Thank you.  I recieved another message relating the same thing.
 
I was thinking that the film was a 50's release because I remember it as a
black and white release.
 
QUEEN OF BLOOD isn't listed in any of the anthologies that I have so I
could not come up with the title.  While I'm on the subject, can anyone
suggest good reference books on Science Fiction Films and/or literature.  I
have Science Fiction Films by Jeff Rovin.  A very good collection of films
from the early years of film through the serials and up to the mid
seventies, when the book was published.
 
Also, I have Movie Monsters A to Z (mainly dealing with Science Fiction and
Fantasy).  Sorry, I don't have the book handy for information, I can try
later.  Also, David Kyle's A Pictoral History of Science Fiction.
 
Any other suggestions?
 
Jon Bonnell
jbb@mvacxs1.nau.cse.edu

------------------------------

Date: 13 Aug 90 00:22:11 GMT
From: leeper@cbnewsj.att.com (Mark R. Leeper)
Subject: FLATLINERS

				FLATLINERS
		       A film review by Mark R. Leeper

	  Capsule review:  An original and hypnotic horror film.
     The music, the acting, the photography, and the script all
     get very high marks.  It is a horror film with intelligent
     characters who do things rather than have things done to
     them.  Strong on atmosphere and intriguing in ideas.  Rating:
     high +2.

   Horror films tend to be very derivative.  They take many of the same
themes and rework them over and over.  How different is FRIGHT NIGHT from
DRACULA really?  It is very rare for me to come out of a horror film
feeling I had seen something really new for the horror film.  And, be
warned, usually when I feel have seen something new, most audiences do not
like the films.  In the last ten years there have been five horror films I
have liked in this way.  They are SOMETHING WICKED THIS WAY COMES,
LIFEFORCE, PRINCE OF DARKNESS, LADY IN WHITE, and now FLATLINERS.
FLATLINERS is a mesmerizing horror thriller about life and death and
redemption.  From about two minutes into the film I was constantly anxious
to find out what happens next.  And when it did happen, I was never
disappointed but still never appeased.

   A group of medical students are fascinated by the brink-of-death
experience that some of their patients have had.  But their curiosity
certainly goes beyond just collecting other peoples' accounts second-hand.
As long as they have the ability to induce death and to bring people back,
why wait for it to happen by chance and to other people.  Why not go off
exploring the undiscovered country for themselves.  As one student says of
the quest to know what is beyond death, "Philosophy failed.  Religion
failed.  Now it's time for medical science to try."  So one tries it and is
brought back But now things seem different to him and reality is not quite
the same.

   At least in theme FLATLINERS is reminiscent of some of the classic old
Karloff films like Michael Curtiz's THE WALKING DEAD, and where that film
was a little pat in its description of life after death (Karloff just had
time to describe it as "peace" before dying a second time, and more
permanently), this film is only a little less pat in other ways in its
"meaning of death."  However, it is not concentrating so much on what the
other side looks like as on what it is like to have been there and be back.

   This is a movie to see in a theater; it will lose a lot of its visual
impact on the small screen.  Almost the entire film is shot in either
twilight half-tones or at night.  The medical school has got to be the most
baroque in the world.  It would have done credit to any 1930s
expressionistic horror film.  Its architecture is almost gothic with
immense vaulting rooms; dark, dismal corridors; labs with immense statue
heads as if gods were looking on.  Director Joel Schumacher's previous THE
LOST BOYS had little to recommend it but atmosphere.  This time he has
better atmosphere and a far more compelling story to tell.

   Kiefer Sutherland (of LOST BOYS) plays Nelson, who is exploring death
partially for curiosity and partially for glory.  Julia Roberts is Rachel,
who has her own private demons to face.  Roberts has the best developed
character.  Keith Bacon is Davis, who is just a little too good to be true.
Alec Baldwin's younger brother William plays Joe, whose story is somewhat
less interesting than the others and could by itself have been an episode
of "The Hitchhiker."

   FLATLINERS is intelligently filmed and written.  It has irony but
happily not apparently tongue-in-cheek.  In short, it deserves to be a
classic horror film and may well make it.  I rate it a high +2 on the -4 to
+4 scale.

Mark R. Leeper
att!mtgzx!leeper
leeper@mtgzx.att.com

------------------------------

Date: 9 Aug 90 17:37:18 GMT
From: afbst@unix.cis.pitt.edu (Audrey F Bancroft)
Subject: help with an old movie

A long time ago, probably 20 years ago in the Chicago area, I saw a black
and white movie about invaders from outer space; they were small with big
heads and killed their victims by injecting them with alcohol (through
their long nails).

In the story, the aliens kill a bull which lives in a field near the local
make-out spot, and at one point a couple hit one of the creatures with
their car and watch as it dissolves.

PLEASE, someone say you know what this is!  It seems so vivid I can't
believe I made this up, yet I've never seen it again.  Anyone have a clue?

afbst@unix.cis.pitt.edu

------------------------------

Date: 9 Aug 90 18:50:45 GMT
From: jbb@mvaxcs1.cse.nau.edu (Jon Bonnell)
Subject: Re: help with an old movie

afbst@unix.cis.pitt.edu (Audrey F Bancroft) writes:
>A long time ago, probably 20 years ago in the Chicago area, I saw a black
>and white movie about invaders from outer space; they were small with big
>heads and killed their victims by injecting them with alcohol (through
>their long nails).
>
>PLEASE, someone say you know what this is!  It seems so vivid I can't
>believe I made this up, yet I've never seen it again.  Anyone have a clue?

No, you didnt make this up.  It's a real movie.  The film you are thinking
of is Invasion of the Saucer Men (1957).  It is another of those
teenagers-vs-aliens films.  The aliens inject alcohol into the blood stream
of their victims, making them drunk; naturally, when they run to the police
the story of the invaders is not believed.  The creatures are destroyed
when the teenagers unite and disintegrate them with the high- intesity
beams from their auto headlights.
 
Jon Bonnell
jbb@mvaxcs1.nau.cse.edu

------------------------------

Date: 13 Aug 90 20:18:46 GMT
From: ronni@cc.helsinki.fi
Subject: Film name wanted

I would need help to identify a fantasy film I saw long ago.
Unfortunately, I remember only some details and impressions.

It was about some strange valley, where (at least) kids had strange PSI
powers: they could levitate etc. In the valley there was a school where
pupils didn't use to walk to the blackboard - they levitated instead. I
saw it in the early seventies, so the film might be from 60s or 70s
originally.

Thanks in advance!

Tapani 

------------------------------

Date: 14 Aug 90 14:08:14 GMT
From: levin@bbn.com (Joel B Levin)
Subject: Re: Film name wanted

ronni@cc.helsinki.fi writes:
>It was about some strange valley, where (at least) kids had strange PSI
>powers: they could levitate etc. In the valley there was a school where
>pupils didn't use to walk to the blackboard - they levitated instead. I
>saw it in the early seventies, so the film might be from 60s or 70s
>originally.

It was a made-for-TV movie loosely based on Zenna Henderson's stories of
The People (most heavily from the story about Bendo from the second
collection of the stories) and featured William Shatner.  I think, but
cannot swear, that the name of the movie is THE PEOPLE.

JBL
levin@bbn.com
{...}!bbn!levin  

------------------------------

Date: 14 Aug 90 19:19:36 GMT
From: jmf@abacus.uucp (Joan Frankel)
Subject: Re: Film name wanted

ronni@cc.helsinki.fi writes:
>It was about some strange valley, where (at least) kids had strange PSI
>powers: they could levitate etc. In the valley there was a school where
>pupils didn't use to walk to the blackboard - they levitated instead. I
>saw it in the early seventies, so the film might be from 60s or 70s
>originally.  Thanks in advance!

This had to be the film made of Zenna Henderson's "The People" series; I
believe it starred Kim Darby, I don't recall its name and I found it rather
mundane, which translates into "incredibly disappointing" when you consider
how wonderful the stories are (or at least were, to a much younger, more
impressionable, less cynical me).

Read the stories instead; the name of the 1st collection is "Pilgrammage -
The book of The People".  The name of another book "The People: No
Different Flesh", comes to mind, but I'm not sure of it.  I think a
collection of non-related Henderson stories is called "The Infinity Box",
but it might have some "People" stories in it.

The series was set in Arizona, where all the biographical data available
always said Henderson lived and taught school.  I don't know where they set
the film.

------------------------------

Date: 15 Aug 90 04:45:46 GMT
From: csusac!potter@csufres.csufresno.edu (david potter)
Subject: The People

> This had to be the film made of Zenna Henderson's "The People" series; I
> believe it starred Kim Darby, I don't recall its name and I found it
> rather mundane, which translates into "incredibly disappointing" when you
> consider how wonderful the stories are (or at least were, to a younger,
> more impressionable, less cynical me).
 
   Dead on.  "THE PEOPLE" was made for TV.  There is a very slightly longer
version available as a rental VHS tape, and I think it's worth seeing at
least once.
   The movie was made on a shoestring budget by Coppola and his crowd, at
about the same time that Coppola's "ZOETROPE STUDIOS" was just starting to
hit the big time.  They shot it in a small town in the California hills and
used locals as extras and some small parts.  (People and town are credited
in the movie.)
 
   "THE PEOPLE" starred Kim Darby as a human teacher.  She did quite well
with the part, and several of the children were phenomenally good actors
for their age.  Shatner was plugged in for audience draw, and could have
phoned in his part.  The only bad part of the movie (besides the shoestring
special effects, which were done well enough that you could ignore them;
they're better than "DOCTOR WHO," at least!) is that somehow Diane Varsi
got cast as Valency Carmody.  Valency was supposed to be the strongest,
ablest, most alive member of the community; but Varsi came across as a
terminal junkie loaded on animal tranquilizers.  She did the movie more
damage than anything or anyone else did.  If you see the movie, be sure to
notice the art work produced by one of the children in the classroom scene
when the new teacher tells the kids to draw pictures of what they remember;
the Asian artist credited in the movie produced several pictures that
somehow match *precisely* what I visualized when I read the story,
"POTTAGE," nearly 35 years ago.
   The movie was predominantly sourced from the Henderson story "POTTAGE,"
but composited at least two other stories into the script, "ARARAT" and
"CAPTIVITY."  (All three of these stories can be found in the first book,
"PILGRIMAGE: THE BOOK OF THE PEOPLE," which was published by Doubleday as a
hardback in 1961, and brought out as an Avon paperback in 1963.  (And has
been in almost continuous print ever since.)  The second book, "THE PEOPLE:
NO DIFFERENT FLESH," dates from 1967, with paperback editions beginning in
1968.
 
    Zenna Henderson *was* a teacher, yes; for many years.  This is one
reason she could write so well about kids, and loving them despite all
their problems and faults.
 
    I have seen an episode of the old "SCIENCE FICTION THEATER," a fifties
B&W show, that seemed an awful lot like a Henderson rip-off; but I didn't
see all of the credits.  I'd be interested to know if she was credited for
that one.

------------------------------

Date: 27 Aug 90 15:36:14 GMT
From: driskill@cs.utah.edu (Hank Driskill)
Subject: Interview ... THE MOVIE!!!

I just was wondering if anyone caught last week's Newsweek short on the
Vampire movies being made?  Apparently, there're eight in production in
Hollywood right now, including:

  Interview with a Vampire, by Anne Rice

I was just wondering, since there's usually a lot of discussion about the
possibility of a Vampire Lestat movie in this group, if this is the first
"real" evidence that they're making one?

Hank Driskill

------------------------------

Date: 27 Aug 90 22:30:32 GMT
From: jjmhome!lmann@m2c.m2c.org (Laurie Mann)
Subject: Review:  Witches (Henson/Roeg/Dahl)

We saw the last (SNIFF!) Jim Henson movie over the weekend, a marvelous
movie called "The Witches."

The Witches starts off in modern day Norway, with some fabulous scenes of
flight over the glaciers.  A grandmother tells her impressionable grandson
all about witches and how to avoid them.  His parents are abruptly killed,
and his grandmother takes him home to England, and then to a seaside resort
for a little vacation.

The seaside resort is also the the meeting place for the annual witches
convention.  The grandmother recognizes an old adversary, and the grandson
stumbles over a meeting of the witches annual meeting.

In this movie, witches look much like regular women, except that they wear
wigs, elaborate rubber masks, and gloves.  When the meeting begins, the
witches "let down their hair" so to speak, and a room of fairly
normal-looking women becomes a gaggle of bald crones.

As the Grand High Witch, Angelica Houston is given truly hideous makeup in
this scene.  She's a wonderful presence in the film, but she speaks with a
really awful Germanic accent.  That accent was one of the few missteps in
the film.  (I think the ending was a slight misstep too, but, if Dahl wrote
the ending that way, I'm not going to complain too much.)

Aside from the witch makeup, another wonderful bit of makeup effects occur
when people are turned into mice, an occurrence which happens throughout
this movie.  When the grandson and a friend of his are turned into mice,
the camera looks at the world from their point-of-view - about 1/4 inch off
the ground.

I don't want to give too much away about this marvelous and inventive film.
Go see it, and take the kids unless they are sensitive or easily
frightened.

(This is X-posted to sf-lovers because I think The Witches is currently the
strongest contender for the dramatic presentation Hugo next year.  It
completely blows Back to the Future III out of the water.)

Laurie Mann
lmann@jjmhome.UUCP
lmann@bigbootay.sw.stratus.com

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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SF-LOVERS Digest            Sunday, 2 Sep 1990        Volume 15 : Issue 298

Today's Topics:

		  Miscellaneous - Conventions (3 msgs) &
                                  The 1990 Hugos (5 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 18 Aug 90 16:36:42 GMT
From: grazier@maxwell.physics.purdue.edu (Kevin R. Grazier)
Subject: UPCOMING CONVENTION!!  BIG BIG BIG!

I'm posting this for a friend, I have no connection to the convention other
than the fact that I'm attending and my stage group is performing in the
Cabaret.

		   HER MAJESTY'S ENTERTAINMENT PRESENTS:
				VISIONS 90
		  SCIENCE FICTION TELEVISION CELEBRATION
			   November 23 - 25 1990
		       Chicago Hyatt Regency O'Hare

Featuring:

From "Doctor Who":

Sylvester McCoy - The Seventh Doctor
Jon Pertwee - The Third Doctor
Sophie Aldred - Ace
Frazer Hines - Jamie McCrimmon

From "Blakes 7":

Michael Keating - Vila
Sally Knyvette - Jenna

From "Robin of Sherwood":

Jason Connery - Robin Hood
Mark Ryan - Nasir

Also:

Terry Walsh - Stunt man during Pertwee era of "Doctor Who"
              Stunt coordinator in "Robin of Sherwood"
              Stunt double for Michael Caine
Dave Rogers - British television historian and author
Robert Allen - Head of Official "Star Trek" Fan Club
John Peel - Author and TV historian
Eric Hoffman - TV historian, "Doctor Who" historian

Also invited, but NOT confirmed:

Patrick MacNee - John Steed from "The Avengers"
Brent Spiner - Data from "Star Trek: The Next Generation"
Linda Thorson - Tara King from "The Avengers"
Michael Preed - "Robin Hood"

DEALERS ROOM
Attendees of VISIONS 90 will be able to buy a vast array of Dr. Who,
SF collectables as well as comic books.  

VISIONS '90 CHARITY
The charity this year is LAMBS FARM of Libertyville, a home for the
mentally and physically challenged adults of the community.  There
will be a special auction to benefit the LAMBS FARM on Saturday.

CABARET
Tickets are still available for the special Saturday evening performance.

LUNCHEON
A very special one-on-one (you and a guest) luncheon!  This will be a
raffle with proceeds going to charity.  Tickets will be available at
registration.

VIDEO ROOM
The video room will feature hours of rare videos and classics on a
state-of-the-art theatre projection system.  The video room will run
different shows each day.

OTHER EVENTS

  Autograph and photograph sessions
  Panel/Q&A sessions
  Art show and auction
  Costume contest
  Gaming tournaments
  and some surprises!

ADVANCE MEMBERSHIPS
VISIONS '90 membership allows you to attend all regular events, enter
competitions, and receive a souvenir programme book.

Pre-registration for advance membership (tickets) offers substantial
savings over "at-the-door" prices.  Pre-registration will be offered
until Thursday, 15 November.  Registration after this date will take
place on the first day of the convention, Friday, 23 November.

Children under 5 are admitted free if accompanied by an adult member.

Registration will run from 9 A.M. to 9 P.M. on Friday, 9 A.M. to 6 P.M.
on Saturday, and from 9 A.M. to 1 P.M. on Sunday.

Pre-registered members may start checking in on Thursday evening from
8 P.M. to 11 P.M.

SUPPORTING MEMBERSHIPS If you are unable to attend the convention but would
still like to be part of it, you can.  Supporting members will receive an
autographed programme book ond will be put on the mailing list for future
events.

HOTEL RESERVATION
Reservations should be made to the Hyatt Regency O'Hare at (708) 696-1234.
Make sure you request the special VISIONS '90 rate.

EVENTS SUBJECT TO CHANGE
All information concerning scheduled events is subject to change.
Guests reserve the right to cancel their appearances due to unexpected
emergencies or professiona engagements.

For more information, write to:

        HER MAJESTY'S ENTERTAINMENT
              P.O. BOX 34484
         CHICAGO, IL 60634-0484

(please enclose a SASE with your letter and please reference USENET).
[Note, you can also email me at grazier@maxwell.physics.purdue.edu, but my
answers are a bit less informed that the ones you would get by writing or
calling]

You can also call the convention hotline at (708) 405-WHO1

Kevin R. Grazier
Purdue University
Department of Earth and Atmospheric Sciences
grazier@physics.purdue.edu

------------------------------

Date: 24 Aug 90 00:38:41 GMT
From: henkl@glorantha (Henk Langeveld - Sun Nederland)
Subject: CONFICTION: Day 1, a mini-report

This morning, we arrived at the Congresgebouw around 9:30.  The
registration desk was not officially opened yet, but we, as committee
member and staff (this job as e-mail liaison is good for something) we were
able to get our badges and stuff.  That we're friends with most of the
committee staff *did* help of course.

When you're involved from such an early start (I've got membership no. 8,
which means I was the very first to register), you tend to be looking out
for foul-ups.  We found one really big one: The Congresgebouw has taken
out of operation the only elevator that went right up to the top floor, to
where the fanroom is located.  To make the mess complete, they replaced the
elevator with a huge, unguarded gap.  When the Congresgebouw staff was
reminded that small children were running around, the gap was plugged.  I
get the impression that cooperation of Congresgebouw and Confiction staff
is getting along fine.

At two o'clock we had the official opening ceremony, with Alice, Mouse,
Kees van Toorn, and Chelsea Quin Yarbro.  First, the guests of honor rose
from the back of the stage, then our minister of Culture, Mrs.  Hedy
d'Ancona performed the official word of welcome, etc.  Her performance
reinforced my opinion that Dutch states(wo)men have to pass a special
examination before they are installed in office: they have to make a
statement in English..., and fail.  I know you can recognise a Dutch accent
anytime, but Dutch politicians are a separate brand.  O yea, GoHs are: Joe
Haldeman, Wolfgang Jeschke, Harry Harrison and Andrew Porter.

At five o'clock I was expected to show up at a panel on 'Global Electronic
Networks', together with Jacqueline Cote', Jan van 't Ent, who are both
active on the academic networks, including Bitnet and Usenet, and Peter J.
Heck, who is heavily involved with GEnie.  It was supposed to be moderated
by Roberta Pournelle, but she and her family haven't shown up (yet?).  I've
heard rumor that they won't attend ConFiction, and are still touring the
USSR.

So I ended up hosting this panel myself.  Thanks go to Saul Jaffe for
filling in details that I did not know.  We exchanged lots of anecdotes and
I got a few laughs when I remarked that the BITnet is a "bit overloaded".
We went into the difference between the commercial and academic networks
and had some interesting discussions about the implications of the Steve
Jackson case; the final consensus was that the problem is that the US has a
government that tries to capture all this stuff in laws, without knowing
anything about it.

We finished with the costs of the networks (and our job time spent on
reading news and mail) and the ridiculous tariffs within Europe.

This panel was followed by another, this time on "The oral tradition
revived - storytelling".  Brian Aldiss kept reminding us that this had
nothing to do with fellatio.  He did however tell how he discovered his
talent for story-telling, in prep school and public school. And it all
started with this ghost that lived at their home, Bessie.

At the school dormitory, they had strict rules: after lights out, no
talking.  But these boys had a rule of their own: everybody had to take
turns telling stories.  If your story was boring, you got showered with
shoes.  Eventually it was just survival of the fittest.  Brian never got a
shoe thrown at his head, although he was chastised quite often for talking
in the dark.

Tonke Dragt had a similar experience, although on an entirely different
scale.  She discovered her story telling talent when she was in a Japanese
camp during WW2 in the former Dutch Indies.

We talked a bit about story-telling and its role in society, and I tried to
get a discussion going with the remark that there is a revival of
story-telling through role-playing games.  Unfortunately, everybody agreed,
so that thread died pretty quick.

Brian Aldiss concluded with the story about his parent's house and its
ghost.  It appeared that the ghost was not as harmless as it used to appear
while he lived there.

Afterwards I wandered around for a bit, attended the artshow reception, had
a bit to eat, met people, and enjoyed myself.  It is now half past 2 in the
morning and tomorrow I have to get an @-party organised.  Friday night,
10pm, MET DST.

Henk Langeveld
henkl@holland.sun.com
henkl@sun.nl

------------------------------

Date: 25 Aug 90 00:56:51 GMT
From: henkl@glorantha (Henk Langeveld - Sun Nederland)
Subject: CONFICTION: Day 2, a mini-report

Friday, Day 2 went past without me going to any programme item.  Today I
have been working on the @ party which took place between 2200 and 2345.
It didn't last long, but a nice number of people appeared, and we had a
good time.  We even made some profit, which is going into the Fans across
the World fund.

Henk Langeveld
henkl@holland.sun.com
henkl@sun.nl

------------------------------

Date: 26 Aug 90 03:44:16 GMT
From: henkl@glorantha (Henk Langeveld - Sun Nederland)
Subject: CONFICTION: Day 3, the Hugoes.

When I left the charades game, it had been running for 14 hours
continually.  You may not know this, but we're trying to set a record.  I
understand that the mob would move over to the Bel Air Hotel when the
Congresgebouw closed at 3am.

I did not attend the Hugo ceremony, but I've got the complete list.  And
here are the winners:

Best Novel: "Hyperion", by Dan Simmons (Doubleday/Foundation)
Best Novella: "The Mountains of Mourning", by Lois McMaster Bujold.
    (Analog, May 89; Borders of Infinity, Baen)
Best Novellette: "Enter a Soldier. Later: Enter Another",  by Robert
    Silverberg, (IASFM, June 89;Time Gate, Baen)
Best Short Story: "Boobs", by Suzy McKee Charnas (IASFM, April 89)
Best Non-Fiction Book: "The World Beyond the Hill", by Alexei and Cory
    Panshin (Tarcher)
Best Professional Editor: Gardner Dozois
Best Dramatic Presentation: Indiana Jones and the Last Crusade
Best Semiprozine: Locus (ed. Charles N. Brown)
Best Fanzine: The Mad 3 party (ed. Leslie Turek)
Best Professional Artist: Don Maitz
Best Fan Writer: Dave Langford
Best Fan Artist: Stu Shiffman
John W. Campbell Award (not a Hugo): Kristine Kathryn Rush
Best Original Artwork (not a Hugo): Rimrunners, cover by Don Maitz
    (Warner/Questar)

I think this is exactly the same as what the flyer says.   Although one
can never be sure.

Thinks that attracted my attention were: Grass, by Sheri Tepper came last.
I thought most readers where qute enthousiastic about it.  What does me
good is seeing that Indiana Jones came first, *before* Batman.  even Baron
von Munchausen came higher on the list.

Final anecdote: I joined a few filkers who where sitting in the PWA hall
(the main auditorium), when suddenly the lights went out, and all of the
filkers had to find their instruments and papers in the dark. A building
staff employee then came in to tell us to leave the hall immediately.  When
people complained that they could not find their stuff in the dark, they
got no reply.  I later talked to the guy, and apparently he had nothing to
do with the lights going out.  That was done by the building technical crew
who were going home, and did not know anyone was still in the hall.  We
were not even allowed to be in that hall after the program.

Still, all this goes to show, that as with the bards of old, one should
never arouse the anger a filker, as within 25 minutes a new filksong was
born, on the tune of Waltzing Matilda (sample: chorus):

   One minute warning (3x) 
   Is all that we need.

Henk Langeveld
henkl@holland.sun.com
henkl@sun.nl

------------------------------

Date: 26 Aug 90 11:23:23 GMT
From: jjmhome!lmann@m2c.m2c.org (Laurie Mann)
Subject: Re: 1990 Hugo Winners

> Best Novel: "HYPERION", by Dan Simmons

I think this is the first time a halfnovel has ever won a Hugo.  "Hyperion"
WAS brilliant, but I think giving a Hugo to an incomplete novel sends the
wrong message to publishers.  "Grass" was a much stronger novel, and as a
sequel, "Fire in the Sun" stood on its own VERY well.

> Best Pro Artist: Don Maitz

Don has deserved this award since about 1983.  It's ABOUT TIME!

> Best Fan Artist: Stu Shiffman

Stu has deserved this award since about 1976.  It's ABOUT TIME!

> Best Fanzine: THE MAD 3 PARTY

Leslie Turek did a wonderful job for nearly five with this zine.  It's
great that she won.  (Oh, and the look on her face when she heard was
priceless!)

> Best Dramatic: INDIANA JONES AND THE LAST CRUSADE

I suspect this was an award for "body of work," and not for the specific
movie.  This award REALLY surprised me - I'd heard Batman was a huge cult
movie in Europe, and figured the European vote would nudge Batman into the
top spot.

> Campbell Award: Kristine Kathryn Rusch
> Individual artwork: Don Maitz, for the cover to RIMRUNNERS

Remember, these two are Not-a-Hugo.

------------------------------

Date: 26 Aug 90 16:35:40 GMT
From: chuq@apple.com 
Subject: Re: 1990 Hugo Winners

lmann@jjmhome.UUCP (Laurie Mann) writes:
>> Best Novel: "HYPERION", by Dan Simmons
>
>I think this is the first time a halfnovel has ever won a Hugo.
>"Hyperion" WAS brilliant, but I think giving a Hugo to an incomplete novel
>sends the wrong message to publishers.  "Grass" was a much stronger novel,
>and as a sequel, "Fire in the Sun" stood on its own VERY well.

I'll agree. The two books put together are an awesome piece, but "Hyperion"
is the weaker half.

On the other hand, "Grass" was only in hardcover and was late in the year
(September). I don't believe the paperback is available yet. Because of
this, lots of folks simply didn't see it.

"Fire in the Sun" had the same general problem only worse - the publisher
pretty seriously buried it (hardcover was only a 3500 printing, mostly to
libraries. Trade paperback was hard to find, publicity was nil (George told
me a common question he got was "When is the sequel to "When Gravity Fails"
coming out?", four months after publication.)

You can't vote for things you can't find to read. I think I should say
something deep and pithy about awards here, but I'll leave that for someone
else.

"Hyperion" was *not* an unacceptable choice. I just don't think it was the
most deserving this year.

Chuq Von Rospach
chuq@apple.com

------------------------------

Date: 28 Aug 90 12:29:10 GMT
From: db@cs.ed.ac.uk (Dave Berry)
Subject: Re: 1990 Hugo Winners

>Best Fan Writer: Dave Langford

I'm curious.  What are the rules for distinguishing between a fan writer
and a professional writer?  Would Larry Niven (say) be eligible for "best
fan writer" if he regularly contributed to a fanzine?

Or is this Dave Langford not the guy who wrote "The Space Eater", "The
Third Millenium", "The Leaky Establishment"; the guy who writes the
"Critical Mass" book review column for an RPG magazine; and the guy who
produces the fanzine "Ansible" ?

A good writer, BTW.

Dave Berry
LFCS
Edinburgh Uni.
db%lfcs.ed.ac.uk@nsfnet-relay.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 28 Aug 90 17:24:27 GMT
From: lmann@bigbootay.sw.stratus.com (Mann)
Subject: Re: 1990 Hugo Winners

db@cs.ed.ac.uk (Dave Berry) writes:
>>Best Fan Writer: Dave Langford
> I'm curious.  What are the rules for distinguishing between a fan writer
> and a professional writer?  Would Larry Niven (say) be eligible for "best
> fan writer" if he regularly contributed to a fanzine?

Sure.  A better example might be Mike Resnick, who had an extensive Africa
trip report in a Lan's Lantern.  Any person who writes for a fanzine is
eligible for this award.

Net's own Evelyn Leeper was nominated for Best Fan Writer this year.  While
she writes quite a bit for USENET, many of her reviews, con reports, and
trip reports also appear in fanzines.

> Or is this Dave Langford not the guy who wrote "The Space Eater", "The
> Third Millenium", "The Leaky Establishment"; the guy who writes the
> "Critical Mass" book review column for an RPG magazine; and the guy who
> produces the fanzine "Ansible" ?

Sure it is. Langford writes literately for a number of fanzines.  I'm
pleased when Langford wins, because he's still doing a fair amount of
fanwriting, despite the fact he sells fiction professionally.

Seeing people like Tim Kirk and Diana Gallagher win Best Fan Artist use to
piss me off no end because these people did virtually no amature art in the
year that they won.  At least, we voters put the "fan" back in the "Fan
Artist" award this year, by voting for Stu Shiffman. (Teddy Harvia placed a
strong second, Taral & Merle Insinga placed third & fourth respectively).

Laurie_Mann@es.stratus.com
Stratus Computer
55 Fairbanks Blvd. 
M22PUB
Marlboro, MA 01752
uunet!lectroid!es!Laurie_Mann

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

		  Books - Blake & Brown & Clarke & Engh &
                          Frezza & King & Piper (4 msgs)
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Date: 16 Aug 90 05:37:08 GMT
From: hrh@well.sf.ca.us (Harry Henderson)
Subject: The Interior Life, by Catherine Blake

Does anyone want to do a mini-review of a fantasy paperback just released
this month, called "The Interior Life", by Catherine Blake? I swear I saw a
review of this book somewhere, but I can't find it now. Has anyone seen a
review of this book in any magazine? I recall the reviewer was reasonably
impressed by the intertwining of the protagonist's mundane and fantasy
lives.  Thanks

Harry Henderson
{hplabs,pacbell,ucbvax,apple}!well!hrh

------------------------------

Date: 23 Aug 90 08:57:22 GMT
From: eesshlgb@gdr.bath.ac.uk (S H L G Bisson)
Subject: Eric Brown: "The Time Lapsed Man"

If you've been reading "Interzone" recently, you'll probably recognise Eric
Brown's name, and remember his unusual and intriguing stories. His first
collection came out this week, entitled "The Time Lapsed Man". I bought it
at lunchtime yesterday, and in between fighting the 386 and metaWINDOWs,
finished it at eight o'clock last night.

Wow! A couple of the stories I remembered from past issues of Interzone,
but that didn't matter, as they were as fresh as ever on the re-read.

So what is the book like?

A selection of 8 stories, 7 of which are in a consistent background. They
are tales of love and death, of art and redemption, of surgically created
telepaths,an orbital disneyland, the side-effects of FTL travel...

With titles that somehow carry a feel of 40's cinema with a cyberpunk
twist:
   The Time-Lapsed Man
   The Karma-Kid Transcends
   Big Trouble Upstairs
   Star-Crystals and Karmel
   Krash-Bangg Joe and the Pineal-Zen Equation
   Pithecanthropus Blues
   The Girl Who Died for Art and Lived
   The Inheritors of Earth

"The Inheritors of Earth" is the eighth story, and is a homage to the idea
of the Victorian scientific romance, time machines and a certain Mr.
Wells.

And to think, Eric Brown's first novel isn't due out till next year. This
man shows promise. If you can't get the book, dig out a few back copies of
Interzone and find some of his stories.  And if you can't find Interzone,
then buy it.  It has to be the best SF magazine about today.

Simon H. Le G. Bisson
School of Electrical Engineering 
Bath University, Claverton Down  
Bath, Avon, England             
+44 225 826826 x 4020
UUCP: ...!uunet!mcvax!ukc!gdr!eesshlgb
Internet: eesshlgb%gdr.bath.ac.uk@cs.ucl.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 12 Aug 90 20:25:30 GMT
From: John.Darnell@nss.fidonet.org (John Darnell)
Subject: Clarke

Clarke is still alive and kicking, but he is going downhill at a moderate
pace.  Though I do not share your lack of enthusiasm for the Clarke-Lee
cooperative efforts, I think it unlikely that, as you say, with all the
RAMA novels they have agreed to write, there will be a sequel to 2061.

   On the topic of the Clarke-Lee collaborations, IMHO, Lee brought a
couple of excellent qualities to the stories.  First, a sense of humor was
evident in RAMA II that had not existed in many of CLarke's earlier novels.
For example, Nicole des Jardines meets Richard Wakeman in the passageway of
the ship and says (I am paraphrasing) "I need to talk to you in your room,"
to which Wakeman replies "I can't believe it!  My greatest fantasy is
coming true!  A beautiful and intelligent woman is asking ME to take her to
my room!"  This was not a belly-buster, but it was light, warm humor, which
I appreciated.  Related to this was the depth of character that was infused
in II.  The main characters somehow seemed more three-dimensional than
Clarke's earlier works.  (I fell in love with Nicole.  That does not often
happen in a Clarke novel.)  Finally, Clarke was somehow persuaded to part
from his rabid atheism, at least in this novel (and that probably
disappointed, rather than pleased most SF readers).  I found it refreshing
to read an SF novel that acknowledged the possibility that moral choices
can sometimes be made by persons holding faith in a Deity, that in fact
those choices are made the way they are made based upon that moral
imperative which is the heritage of most religious thought (though not
exclusively).  I will continue to read the RAMA series with great
enthusiasm!

John Darnell
UUCP: ...!pitt!nss!John.Darnell
INTERNET: John.Darnell@nss.FIDONET.ORG

------------------------------

Date: 20 Aug 90 01:13:06 GMT
From: hartman@cs.swarthmore.edu (Zorn of Zorna)
Subject: Review: M. J. Engh's _Wheel of the Winds_

   I read Engh's first book, _Arslan_, a few weeks ago.  I thought it had
problems, but on the whole was very well-written.  I had also read a short
story of hers in _IAsfm_ ("Beyond Aurin Tree," I think), which I had
similar feelings about.  So I decided to go ahead and read her second
novel, _Wheel of the Winds_, to see if she'd improved.
   I was put off from the start by the subtitle/blurb on the front cover:
"An epic of planetary circumnavigation."  That and the swirling clouds
wrapping around the spine didn't look too promising; but you know what they
say about books and covers and judgment.  So I settled down and started
reading.  I was further put off by the section title at the very beginning:
"The First Turn."  They're going to go around a planet more than once?
   The book itself begins promisingly enough, with two pages in italics in
second person.  Nice descriptions which make it clear from the start that
this is not Earth (".  .  .  the light never rose, never sank; the night
would never follow") but that someone associated with the story is from
Earth or an Earthlike place.
   Unfortunately, that's about as promising as the book gets.  The premise
is an extremely standard Earth-person-stranded-on-another-
planet-as-seen-by-the-natives setup.  The characters are interesting, but
their motives are completely inexplicable; over and over again, with
perfectly reasonable and in-character other courses of action open to them,
they decide to follow the plot around the world.  The style of storytelling
is fairly interesting at first, and quite readable throughout; the 377
pages of the book went by quickly.  But it stopped being interesting for
its novelty early on, and left only an odd taste.  It's a style I've seen
before but can't quite place, full of indirect speech and somewhat
mannered: opening to a random page, I find sentences like "Now the Exile
looked at her a little sickly, as one who faces a worse hazard than any he
has passed; but he agreed cheerfully enough, saying only that with the
Warden's permission he might contrive . . .  [to do a certain thing].  And
indeed there was sense in this, if he could do it; . . . ." (p. 200)
   The animals are not quite like Earth animals, nor are the people quite
like Earth people, but they're all referred to in Earth terms, and since
they're seen entirely from the natives' point of view it's difficult to
tell quite what separates a native "dog" from an Earth dog (other than the
eventually-revealed fact that some native "dogs" can climb trees).
   On the whole, it seemed to me not worth the time and effort to get
through the book.  There was little if anything new in it.  And yet, I
can't help the feeling that I missed some important fact that would have
made the book clearly a brilliant piece of writing; I expected much more
from Engh.
   On the surface at least, she did a better job with the "Aurin Tree"
story in portraying a native society dealing with advanced Earth
technology.  On the back cover of _Wheel of the Winds_, there are a couple
of misleading quotations; apparently, Samuel R. Delany said "Wonderful and
terrifying SF" about _Arslan_ rather than about this book.  But the
quotations are formatted in such a way that it's not obvious which book is
under discussion.
   At any rate, I'd say not to bother with this book.  If I did miss
something, I'm sure someone will point it out to me; in the mean time, if
you want to see Engh at her best, try _Arslan_.

Jed
hartman@campus.swarthmore.edu
hartman@swarthmr.bitnet
...!bpa!swatsun!hartman

------------------------------

Date: 15 Aug 90 13:56:24 GMT
From: jdnicoll@watyew.uwaterloo.ca (Brian or James)
Subject: 'A Small Colonial War' Opinions Requested

   I'm curious if anyone else picked up 'A Small Colonial War' by Robert
Frezza [publisher was Del Rey, I believe] and if so, what their opinions
were about it. It struck me as needing a bit of editing.  Questions I was
left with include:

   Did they have an FTL drive?
   If not, how the hell did the Japanese keep control of their empire?
	
  Interesting book, but it left me with the feeling that it had about twice
the number of characters than the author could comfortably handle.

JDN 

------------------------------

Date: 17 Aug 90 07:08:52 GMT
From: JWenn.ESAE@xerox.com
Subject: Author Lists: Stephen King

Everyone should have at least *heard* of Stephen King.  He's the
top-selling horror writer today.  Personally, I'm not a big horror fan (I
prefer SF or Fantasy), but I have read a couple of his books.  His books
are well plotted, with real contemporary characters and really great pacing
(although I've found some of his later books to be too long).  My favorite
Stephen King work is "The Mist", a truly scary novella.

[C] == Story Collection.
[NF] == Non-Fiction.
[O] == Omnibus.  Includes other books.
as == Originally published using this pen name.
includes == This book wholly includes the other.
movie == Novelization of a movie script.

King, Stephen [Edwin] [U.S.A., 9/21/1947- ]
    Stephen King [1981] [O]
        The Shining [1977]
        'Salem's Lot [1975]
        Night Shift [1978] [C]
        Carrie [1974]
    The Bachman Books [1985] [O]
        Rage [1977] [as Richard Bachman]
        The Long Walk [1979] [as Richard Bachman]
        Roadwork [1981] [as Richard Bachman]
        The Running Man [1982] [as Richard Bachman]
    In Series:
        The Dark Tower: The Gunslinger [1982] [C]
        The Dark Tower II: The Drawing of the Three [1987]
    The Stand [1978, 1990]
    The Dead Zone [1979]
    Firestarter [1980]
    Danse Macabre [1981] [NF]
    Cujo [1981]
    Creepshow [1982] [comic book]
    Different Seasons [1982] [C]
    Christine [1983]
    Cycle of the Werewolf [1983]
    Pet Sematary [1983]
    Thinner [1984] [as Richard Bachman)
    The Eyes of the Dragon [1985, 1987]
    Skeleton Crew [1985] [C]
    Silver Bullet [1985] [C] [includes "Cycle of the Werewolf"] [movie]
    It [1986]
    Misery [1987]
    The Tommyknockers [1987]
    My Pretty Pony [1988]
    Dolan's Cadillac [1989]
    The Dark Half [1989]
King, Stephen & Straub, Peter
    The Talisman [1984]
King, Stephen & photographs by F-Stop Fitzgerald
    Nightmares in the Sky [1988] [NF]

------------------------------

Date: 13 Aug 90 13:57:26 GMT
From: PHB100@psuvm.psu.edu
Subject: Re: H. Beam Piper / SF not Fantasy

potter@csusac (David Potter) says:
>  The third segment, "HOST HOSTIGOS," could have appeared in late '64,

"HOST?"  Would that have been "HOS Hostigos" perhaps?

>Tuning tossed stuff of his own into Piper's universe without doing any
>dis-service to Piper at all; he added and improved, and told a good story
>well.  Tuning deserves all the credit he can get.

I agree.  I liked it very much.  I am only hesitant about one major item in
the story.  Did Piper intend for the Fuzzies to be an ancient space- going
race (or the pets of one) or did Tuning add that himself?  I usually don't
care about minor additions made by a writer to another's universe (it could
be different points of view, after all) but this seems a major change
unless Piper meant it that way.  In either case, Tuning handled it well,
and he does deserve the credit which I mistakenly gave to another.

Paul Baughman
Senior Student Consultant
Student Support Initiative
Penn State University

------------------------------

Date: 14 Aug 90 00:05:38 GMT
From: csusac!potter@csufres.csufresno.edu (david potter)
Subject: Piper / Fuzzies / "HOST HOSTIGOS"

>>  The third segment, "HOST HOSTIGOS," could have appeared in late '64,
> 
> "HOST?"  Would that have been "HOS Hostigos" perhaps?

Nope, I don't think so.  Piper's second "agent," who shall remain nameless,
right alongside "Lem Sharkko," verified the title as "HOST HOSTIGOS" in
writing at one point, and Campbell himself thought the title was "HOST
HOSTIGOS" in November of 1965.

Problem is, we can't be positive here, since Agent#2 was notoriously
unreliable, and Campbell himself is noted for quickie spelling errors.  It
is *possible* that "HOS HOSTIGOS" was Piper's intended title, and that the
"HOST HOSTIGOS" title pun (a hobby of Campbell's, remember) got pasted onto
it, as a reference to "just a WHOLE bunch of Hostigi..." remember, they
have a pretty fair army in the field during that story.

> I agree.  I liked it very much.  I am only hesitant about one major item
> in the story.  Did Piper intend for the Fuzzies to be an ancient space-
> going race (or the pets of one) or did Tuning add that himself?  I
> usually don't care about minor additions made by a writer to another's
> universe (it could be different points of view, after all) but this seems
> a major change unless Piper meant it that way.  In either case, Tuning
> handled it well, and he does deserve the credit which I mistakenly gave
> to another.

Ah.  This is a point where I honestly believe Piper may have fouled up
slightly, i.e. by not thinking through the logical problems of having a
lifeform directly dependent on a nearly nonexistent resource.  Had the
fuzzies evolved on Zarathustra, the selection pressure *against* titanium
dependence would have been so great that it's doubtful the race could have
evolved in its titanium-dependent form.

If you've read Piper's third "fuzzy" novel, you may agree that he didn't
seem to be going in the direction of prehistoric space-faring fuzzies.  I
think he and Campbell just missed it, and it had to be left for the likes
of Garrett, Tuning, Pournelle, and so on, to brainstorm the obvious
solution.  Then it took a *writer* to make it an interesting story.

To answer your question succinctly, no, there is no documentary evidence of
which I've heard that supports the idea that Piper meant the fuzzies to be
shipwrecked.

(For that matter, I'm fascinated by the idea of a titanium-free Earth-style
world; the stuff is *extremely* common on our planet, and light enough that
it's easy to find on the surface, albeit in highly combined forms.  What
possible explanation could there be for a planet with medium metals (iron,
and the like) and little or no LIGHT metals?)

------------------------------

Date: 17 Aug 90 00:08:04 GMT
From: jf2z+@andrew.cmu.edu (John Charles Fiala)
Subject: Re: H. Beam Piper / SF not Fantasy

I've personally enjoyed everything of Piper's that I've read.  As for
whether he had planned for the Fuzzies to be ETs also, it's hard to say.
It's very likely that he didn't mean for them to be so origianally.  I've
read that Piper only meant to write one book on the Fuzzies originally, and
it was only their extraordinary popularity that caused him to write a
sequel.  On the whole, I wouldn't think that he ever really meant to.

But is it such a major change?  Tuning made the Fuzzies into ETs without
compromising any details exposed in the two (then) Fuzzy novels.  (Fuzzy
Bones was the 'history', or was it the book meant to complete the series.
I'm assuming that it is the history.)  Tuning just looked at some details
in the novels and decided to see if he could come up with a different
explanation for some of them.

John
jf2z@andrew.cmu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 16 Aug 90 01:00:46 GMT
From: sdc@rick.att.com (Sheryl D. Chapin)
Subject: H. Beam Piper

It's good to see some Piper traffic on this board, as rare as it is.

Piper is my all time favorite Science Fiction writer.  After 15 years he's
still the only one I can go back to, re-read, and enjoy.  I have read
everything he's written, including the rare _Crisis in 2140_, at least
twice (and I'm about to launch on my third Piper binge).

My question:

If I like Piper's stuff, really appreciate his grasp of history (that's
what my degree, and interest, is in), who else might I want to read?

I've already gone through the direct Piper off-shoots (Carr, et al.), and
have tried out some of the obvious choices (Pournelle, who is
underwhelming).  Where can I go if I want that Piper flavor?

As you can tell, I've been reading sf for a good amount of time, and I've
been looking to answer this question for just about as long to no avail.

Anyone got any suggestions?

Gary Parker Chapin

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

		     Books - Genetics in SF (6 msgs) &
                             Native Americans in SF (3 msgs) &
                             Request Answer & Wild Cards (3 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 10 Aug 90 16:51:48 GMT
From: jcbourne@athena.mit.edu (Juliet C Bourne)
Subject: Genetic Engineering: Summary and Thanks

First I'd like to thank all of the people who sent me names of books which
in some way involve genetic engineering. The response was wonderful!
Thanks!!

Second, I thought I'd try to summarize briefly the suggestions I received.
I've placed them in approximate decreasing order of the number of times a
particular book or series was suggested.

The Friday series		Robert Heinlein
The Uplift series		David Brin
The Ophiuchi Hotline		John Varley
Blood Music			Greg Bear
Brave New World			Aldous Huxley
Sight of Proteus		Charles Sheffield
Proteus Unbound			"
The Web Between Worlds		"
The Godwhale			T.J. Bass
Half Past Human			"
Heart of the Comet		David Brin and Gregory Benford
The Cyteen series		C.J. Cherryh
The Duplicated Men		Ben Bova
The Dragon Series		Anne McCaffrey
Dragon's Dawn			"
Creatures of Light and Darkness	Roger Zelazny
Lord of Light			"
Marooned in Realtime		Vernor Vinge
Titan, Wizard, Demon		John Varley
The Shockwave Rider		John Brunner
The White Plague		Frank Herbert
The Great Celestial Steam Train	Michael Coney
Cat Karina			"
Gods of the Great Away		"
Hysmans Pets			Kate Wilhelm
Sundiver			David Brin
Tuf Trading			George R.R. Martin
The Lazarus Long series 	Robert Heinlein
Beyond This Horizon		"

As with any other list, there are bound to be omissions and/or errors.  If
you have any more suggestions, or have a correction, feel free to send me
e-mail.

Third, I was wondering if anyone can think of any books involving genetic
engineering as a means of population control.

Thanks again!

Julie Bourne
jcbourne@athena.mit.edu

------------------------------

Date: 10 Aug 90 21:06:00 GMT
From: EHWD@uorpas.bitnet
Subject: re genetic engineering

C.J. Cherryh wrote a really well researched trilogy involving genetic
engineering and pchycological training of humans. The collection is the
Cyteen trilogy or something similar. It works in ideas developed from
earlier works set in the same universe, and the entire set is well worth
reading, but it is very well self-contained. Blood Music, by Greg Bear, is
also worth reading. It involves more of what could go wrong.

------------------------------

Date: 10 Aug 90 21:03:26 GMT
From: jmf@abacus.uucp (Joan Frankel)
Subject: Re: Genetic Engineering

jcbourne@athena.mit.edu (Juliet C Bourne) writes:
>First I'd like to thank all of the people who sent me names of books which
>in some way involve genetic engineering. The response was wonderful!
>Thanks!!

Try Octavia Butler's new series (I'm blocking on the name); try Octavia
Butler's old series, which doesn't feature genetic engineering except in
the old-fashioned way, by selective breeding, but which is great and which
uses a lot of African mythology and which no-one ever seems to have read...

------------------------------

Date: 14 Aug 90 00:28:00 GMT
From: IBC6HSR@oac.ucla.edu ("hari ramachandran")
Subject: Re: SF-LOVERS Digest   V15 #291

John Varley is one author who has written books involving genetic
engineering. Ophiuchi Hotline is a book where there is a lot of genetic
engineering.

Bujold's books touch on the subject (uterine replicator, specialized human
mutations for space life, mutations to be super fighters, telepaths, clones
etc.)

Cherryh's Azi are clones of humans and are typically manufactured to
specification. One of her books involves the creation of Azi who reproduce
(physically and mentally) the knights of the round table, if I remember
right. (A forgettable book though; her other books are excellent.)

Then there is M.A. Foster's 'The gameplayers of Zan(?)' which is about
humanity's attempt to create a better race. And then it turns out that the
new race is a new species, i.e., humanity cannot interbreed with the
mutations and improve itself. The book is about how the elves (for that is
what they are) flee from Earth by inventing FTL.  A prequel is about the
_costs_ of giving the elves those mutations.  What they lost in gaining
perpetual youth and creativity etc. In my opinion these are among some of
the best sf I have read.

Hari

------------------------------

Date: 15 Aug 90 02:35:00 GMT
From: OPERADP@ccm.umanitoba.ca
Subject: Genetics in SF

   Within the last couple of weeks, someone had a posting requesting
information on books dealing with genetic manipulation in SF. The poster
actually asked for a direct e-mail, but my mail-box was emptied within the
last couple of days (along with everything else, unfortunately).
Anyway,the request started me thinking, and reviewing my book collection.
Unfortunately, I couldn't find many that ACTIVELY dealt with genetic
manipulation as an active part of the story ( if that is what the poster
was looking for). But, I did find a number which had references to, and the
results of. Here is a listing by type (direct manipulation, breeding, and
after-the-fact):

After-the-fact:
James Blish.................... _Titan's Daughter_ *
Marion Zimmer Bradley.......... _Survey Ship_
Sheila Finch................... _The Garden of the Shaped_ <*>
Alan Dean Foster............... _The I Inside_
                                (Flinx of the Commonwealth)
                                _For the Love of Mother-Not_
                                _Orphan Star_
                                _Bloodhype_
                                _Flinx in Flux_ *
W. Michael Gear................ _The Warriors of Spider_
                                _The Way of Spider_
                                _The Web of Spider_
James P. Hogan................. _To Inherit the Stars_
                                _The Gentle Giants of Ganymede_
                                _Giant's Star_
Sterling E. Lanier............. _Heiro's Journey_ *
                                _Unforsaken Heiro_ *
Jaqueline Lichtenberg.......... _House of Zeor_
                                _Mahogany Trinrose_
                                _Unto Zeor, Forever_
                                _RenSime_
Jean Lorrah.................... _Ambrov Keon_
Lichtenberg/Lorrah............. _Zelrod's Doom_
                                _First Channel_
Jeffery Lord................... (Richard Blade books)
                       (#19)    _The Looters of Tharn_
Patricia A. McKillip........... _The Riddlemaster of Hed_ <**>
                                _Heir of Sea and Fire_ <**>
                                _Harpist in the Wind_ <**>
Direct:
James Blish.................... _Titan's Daughter_ *
Michael Reaves and Steve Perry. _Dome_
Breeding:
Robert Adams................... (Horseclans)
                       (#18)    _The Clan of the Cats_
Steven R. Boyett............... _The Architect of Sleep_
Sharon Green................... _The Rebel Prince_
Harry Harrison................. _West of Eden_ <*>
Sterling E Lanier.............. _Hiero's Journey_ *
                                _Unforsaken Hiero_ *
Lastly, as a last catagory are the following
Haven't-read,-but-deals-with-the-subject:
Jeffery Lord................... (Richard Blade books)
                       (#03)    _Jewel of Tharn_
Larry Nivin.................... The 'Known Space' novels, esp. those
                                dealing with the protectors.

* Appears in more than one catagory
<*> Is book one of a trilogy
<**> Is "fantasy" set in the far, far, far future

James G. Currie
Univeristy of Manitoba

------------------------------

Date: 15 Aug 90 15:33:50 GMT
From: lightnin@wpi.wpi.edu (Minion of Thor)
Subject: Re: Genetics in SF

OPERADP@CCM.UMANITOBA.CA writes:
>to, and the results of. Here is a listing by type (direct manipulation,
>breeding, and after-the-fact):

Add to the After-the-fact list.

Janet Kagan...................The Mirable stories

Three of them have appeared in the last year (1989) of issues of Isaac
Asimov's Science Fiction Magazine.  The titles, I believe were:

   The Loch Moose Monster
   The Flowering Inferno
   The Return of the Kangaroo Rex

These stories deal with an Earth colony on a far off planet.  To help the
colonists the scientists built double redundancy into everything, including
the lifeforms they brought with them.  So that flowers might one day, given
the correct Environmental Conditions sprout cockroaches.  You never know
when you might need them.  Apparently though, in the crash landing, some of
the computer records were lost, including how to turn off the genetic
redundancies.

By the way, anyone ever heard of a book by Kagan, that has more of these
stories?

------------------------------

Date: 12 Aug 90 18:43:03 GMT
From: behunin@oodis01.af.mil (Roland Behunin;OO-ALC/MMILBB;)
Subject: American Indians in science fiction

I recently finished a book titled "People of the Wolf" I can't remember the
authors.  It borders on fantasy, but is listed as a historical novel.  This
book is about how the American Indains may have arrived here (one idea).

Roland
(801) 7777-7383
INTERNET: behunin@oodis01.af.mil
UUCP: oodis01.af.mil!behunin@uunet.uu.net

------------------------------

Date: 15 Aug 90 15:28:00 GMT
From: RMann@system-m.phx.bull.com (Roger Mann)
Subject: Re: Native Americans in SF

Alan Dean Foster's latest Science Fiction novel, Cyber Way, uses Native
American beliefs as a plot device, one of the two main characters is a
Navaho, and the story's locale is the Navaho reservation.

------------------------------

Date: 17 Aug 90 18:38:56 GMT
From: bilbo.OsbuSouth@xerox.com
Subject: Re: SF-LOVERS Digest  V15 #292

>Anyone here know of any good stories with Amerindians in them?

To the others mentioned here I would add the author Craig Steele who is
American Indian.  Much of his work is classified as SF but purists (be
warned) may not agree.  Still, he's good.

MKB

------------------------------

Date: 14 Aug 90 23:18:07 GMT
From: Clark A. Hallgren 
Subject: Re: 60's SF Novel about stealing the sun's energy

Key_-_Sounds@cup.portal.com writes:

>   Back in the 1960's I read a science fiction novel (among many others!)
>with the following plot:
>   Young protagonist discovers plot by aliens from Pluto to steal all the
>sun's energy for themselves.  Much of the "action" takes place on Neptune.
>The aliens have some sort of collector that sucks up the solar energy.
>Does this ring a bell with anyone? I'd love to find out either author or
>title.

"THE SECRET OF THE NINTH PLANET" by Donald A. Wollheim.

Yes, the same fellow that does all those anthologies. Also:

"THE MYSTERY OF SATURNS'S RINGS" or something like that.  Sorry if I'm not
the first to answer this one, as I stopped to re-read the story on the way.
Still a good adventure yarn, although science has caught up with it.  But
who cares?

Clark H.

------------------------------

Date: 23 Aug 90 21:36:19 GMT
From: sksircar@phoenix.princeton.edu (Subrata Sircar)
Subject: Wild Cards

I'll post an update to this list when I've reread the comic.  Please
comment, and feel free to e-mail me or post discussion.

WILD CARS SUMMARY:  WHERE CHARACTERS ARE AND WHAT'S UP?

CHARACTER LIST		Book last seen		COMMENTS
Henry Renssaeler, Jr.		I		Where?
Brandon Van Renssaeler		I		Where?
Lawrence Hague			I		Where?
Angelface			I		Where?
Grabowski (Hardhat Ace)		I		Where?
Devil John Darlingfoot		I		Where?
Fantasy				IV		Where?
Joanne Jefferson/Lady Black	IV		Are they one person?
						What's her/their power?
Black Dog			IV		What's he up to?
Cordelia			IV		Where is she?
Wyungare			IV		Where is he?
						What are they up to?
Fortunado			IV		Is he still an ace?
Jaywardene			IV		Is he still an ace?
Molinya				IV		Where?
Harlem Hammer			IV		Where?
Deadhead			V		Where?
Sculptress			(mentioned in V) Where?
Buddy Holly			V		Where?
Sewer Jack			V		Alive?
Bagabond			V		Where?
CC Ryder			V		Where?
Water Lily			V		Where?
Modular Man			V		Where?
Travnicek			V		Where?
Projectionist			V		Where?
Peregrine			V		Where?
John Fortune			V		Where?
Snotman				VI		Where?
Jessica van der Stadt		VII		Where?

POSSIBLE DANGLING THREADS

Wild Cards I: What did Fortunato do in Vietnam, with the Joker brigade?
Whatever happened to Grabowski, the Hardhat Ace?  What happened (and who
was involved) when Carter sent the aces after the hostages?

Wild Cards IV: What is happening in Guatamala, with the Mayan Aces?  What
happened to Fortunado and Jaywardene in the monastery; is it reversible,
since it was done with an ace power (by Dogen, the Zen roshi?)  Who are the
Nasr, the Port Said aces, and what are the three that are left up to?

Wild Cards VI: Carnifex is almost certainly dead, unless he can heal real
well.  Can Demise grow his body back from ashes?  (If he can, then there is
literally no way to kill him short of total disintegration.  Even mental
control would be dangerous - he could try to share his death through the
link.)  Will George end up working for the US Government?  Who is the
Democratic Presidential candidate - will they reconvene, or does it go to
Jackson since he was Hartman's veep?  Is the Envoy back in the business, or
was this a just for the duration kind of thing?  Will Tachyon be able to
grow his hand back (perhaps his wild card will manifest as a healing
ability)?  Will Leo Barnett run for President again?  If he's not a wild
card, does his abili ty to heal others stem from God?  The Turtle is back,
but how's he meeting expenses and what's his identity?  A new ace, Straight
Arrow, is around too.

Wild Cards VII: What happens to those who were under Ti Malice's control
(Sascha, Kant, etc.)?  What's up with the new blue drug?

Subrata Sircar
sksircar@phoenix.princeton.edu

------------------------------

Date: 25 Aug 90 22:32:45 GMT
From: sksircar@phoenix.princeton.edu (Subrata Sircar)
Subject: Wild Cards I - The comic

I saw a posting on the Wild Card comic a little while ago, but nothing
seemed to come of it.  Here's my impressions, along with some plot SPOILERS
and commentary.

The comic takes place between books V and VI of the shared-world anthology
series known as Wild Cards.  The premise behind the storyline is that in
1946, an alien race genetically identical to us shipped a new recessive
genetic virus to Earth, which rewrites the infected person's genetics in a
random way, influenced by the host's subconscious mind.  90 out of each
hundred infected people die, nine are maimed in some bizarre fashion, with
one person gaining metahuman abilities.  The anthology has currently
covered the forty years since then, and the last two books discussed the
1988 election.

I liked the cover art (by an artist named Ramirez).  The cover montage is
fairly effective.  The interior artwork is also pretty good, living up to
my impression of the major characters.  (Chrysalis is supposed to have
slightly transparent muscles as well, but that's a side issue and need not
detain us.)  The recap of the release of the virus takes up most of the
issue, told from Tachyon's viewpoint as well as that of Smooth Eddie
Shiloh, one of Dr. Tod's men.  It matches the accounts given in the book,
and was pretty much the way I had pictured it.  The rest of the issue
serves mainly for a visual look at Jokertown, Aces High, and the Bowery
Wild Card musuem - sort of stage setting for what is to come.

The writing of the issue is fairly good.  Not much is done from a plot
standpoint - the search for the destroyer of Jetboy's tomb, and various
hints about what is to come.  The main characters are introduced, with long
looks at Tachyon, Chrysalis, and Popinjay, along with some feel for what
motivates them.  Overall, on the Terman scale, it rates

Artwork:  **1/2
Writing:  **1/2

Some speculations:

Wild Cards I (the comic): The comic takes places between books V and VI.
Is Baby's ghost drive irreparable, as the comic implies?  (It's been forty
years since it burned out; one would assume if it could regenerate, it
would have done so.)  Why didn't he have have Mai (the healer from Vol. II)
heal Baby (or at least have her try?)  Who is the cat-faced person on the
last page - one of Bagabond's pets?  When was Jetboy's tomb rebuilt (or
wasn't it?  I don't remember it being mentioned in the books, so presumably
it was.)

Subrata Sircar
sksircar@phoenix.princeton.edu

------------------------------

Date: 26 Aug 90 16:31:37 GMT
From: jap@acsu.buffalo.edu (james a perreault)
Subject: Re: Wild Cards I - The comic

   I was very disappointed with this comic.  The story was basically a
rehash of events in the first novel.  (I should point out that I have only
read the first three novels, so far ).  The adaptions were not done very
well.  The pacing was off; too much was trying to be conveyed in too few
panels.  I also think that if you hadn't read the novels you really
wouldn't understand what was going on.
   The framing story was interesting, but a little weak.  All of the
information that was told to Popinjay was stuff he already knew.
   I'm hoping that when they start doing original stories, this comic will
get better.

Jim

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
***********************
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Today's Topics:

	  Books - David & Heinlein (3 msgs) & Lindholm (5 msgs) &
                  Kim Stanley Robinson (6 msgs) & Watt-Evans &
                  Tadd Williams

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 17 Aug 90 07:00:54 GMT
From: JWenn.ESAE@xerox.com
Subject: Author Lists: Peter David

Many of you may be more familiar with Peter David as a comic book writer.
(Currently working on "The Hulk", "Star Trek", and "The Atlantis
Chronicles" among others).  But he has written a number of SF books.
"Knight Life" was an amusing fantasy with King Arthur(tm) returning and
running for Mayor of New York.  I also liked his two Star Trek: The Next
Generation novels, with "A Rock And A Hard Place" being the more successful
of the two.

choose == Choose your own adventure book.
movie == Novelization of a movie script.

David, Peter 
    Photon Books: [as David Peters]
        For the Glory [1987]
        High Stakes [1987]
        In Search of Mom [1987]
        This is Your Life, Bhod Li [1987]
        Exile [1987]
        Skin Deep [1988]
    Knight Life [1987]
    The Amazing Spiderman in As the World Burns [1987] [choose]
    Howling Mad [1989]
    The Return of Swamp Thing [1989] [movie]
    Strike Zone [1989] [star trek: tng]
    A Rock And A Hard Place [1990] [star trek: tng]
Carter, Carmen & David, Peter & Friedman, Michael Jan & Greenberger, Robert
    Doomsday World [1990] [star trek: tng]

------------------------------

Date: 23 Aug 90 18:22:52 GMT
From: cadp17@vaxa.strath.ac.uk (Noddy)
Subject: New Heinlein book

I wonder if any of you people in the US can help me?

I'm a collector of the works of Robert Heinlein, and managed to
persuade my local bookshop to order the last few books I needed
from the states, because they're out of print in the UK.

A look through the list of titles given at the back of the book
shows one that I'd never heard of before:

   "Grumbles from the grave"

Personally, I was under the impression that Heinlein had died in '88, so I
got hold of a copy of the list of books in print for 1990 and, sure enough,
there was the title. (No listing in British books in print. 8-( )

Has anybody bought it? Can you tell me if it's a collection of short works?
Is Heinlein working through a medium?

Thanks.

Gordon M. Tervit
JANET: CADP17@UK.AC.STRATH.VAXB                 
BITNET: CADP17%VAXB.STRATH.AC.UK@UKACRL         
INTERNET: CADP17%VAXB.STRATH.AC.UK@EDU.CUNY.CUNYVM

------------------------------

Date: 24 Aug 90 03:45:02 GMT
From: kaufman@delta.eecs.nwu.edu (Michael L. Kaufman)
Subject: Re: New Heinlein book

cadp17@vaxa.strath.ac.uk (Noddy) writes:
>   "Grumbles from the grave"
>Has anybody bought it? Can you tell me if it's a collection of short
>works? Is Heinlein working through a medium?

This is a book of letters that he wrote whilst still alive.  He does have a
few books coming out.  They are reprints of older books with some things
added.  Apparently, he was forced to trim some of his books, and now we are
getting the whole thing.  I have read the uncut Puppet Masters, and it is
very good.

Michael

------------------------------

Date: 31 Aug 90 02:40:53 GMT
From: wiggs@milton.u.washington.edu (James Wiggs)
Subject: Re: New Heinlein book

cadp17@vaxa.strath.ac.uk (Noddy) writes:
>A look through the list of titles given at the back of the book
>shows one that I'd never heard of before:
>
>   "Grumbles from the grave"

   I found this book in the UW graduate library.  It was a compilation of
letters, personal papers, etc., written by Heinlein to, and to Heinlein
from, many of his coworkers, editors, friends, etc.  It was an idea he had
toyed with at one time, and his wife Virginia decided to go with it.  The
book was edited by Virginia Heinlein and she includes many interesting and
illuminating comments along the way.  The chapters are arranged according
to subjects, which range from his start in the pulps with Campbell to the
slicks to the juvenile books to the adult books.  Also material on the
Heinleins' homes and on what he refers to as "time-wasters" such as giving
lectures.  Recall the quote in _The Notebooks of Lazarus Long_ about
'minimizing your therbligs'?  Makes a bit more sense after having read this
book.
   All in all, the book is an interesting glimpse into the private life of
RAH.  It is worth picking up, if you are a die-hard RAH fan and you have
the means.  BTW, does anyone know if there is an effort underway to collect
_all_ the works of RAH?  I, for one, would buy it.  I've spent many hours
searching for odd bits and pieces of his work in the Used and Out of Print
bookstores.

James Wiggs
Convex System Manager
UW Chemistry Department

------------------------------

Date: 22 Aug 90 06:44:24 GMT
From: microsoft!ericsa@beaver.cs.washington.edu (Eric Sassaman)
Subject: Megan Lindholm's "Wizard of the Pigeons" - any good?

Has anyone read Megan Lindholm's "Wizard of the Pigeons"?  I think it was a
Nebula nominee a few (?) years ago. Any comments? Yea or Nay?

Eric Sassaman
Microsoft OS/2 Systems Support

------------------------------

Date: 22 Aug 90 19:44:28 GMT
From: jmf@abacus.uucp (Joan Frankel)
Subject: Re: Megan Lindholm's "Wizard of the Pigeons" - any good?

ericsa@microsoft.UUCP (Eric Sassaman) writes:
>Has anyone read Megan Lindholm's "Wizard of the Pigeons"?  I think it was
>a Nebula nominee a few (?) years ago. Any comments? Yea or Nay?

Yea.
(Even though it has "Wizard" in the title...)

The story involves a battle between evil and "natural" (as opposed to
"good") magic in Seattle, Washington USA.  More specifically, it involves
the local homeless population and their involvement in the problem.

There have been a few books around lately employing old-world-style magic
afoot in deliberately modern North American settings; this book, many books
by Charles de Lint and "War for the Oaks" by Emma Bull come to mind.

Everything by Lindholm that I have yet read has been worth it; Harpy's
Flight is still my favorite; this is well crafted, memorable, uses local
Seattle geography very well and is fair to the reader vis-a-vis what is
going on in the plot.

------------------------------

Date: 22 Aug 90 21:18:12 GMT
From: henkl@glorantha (Henk Langeveld - Sun Nederland)
Subject: Re: Megan Lindholm's "Wizard of the Pigeons"

ericsa@microsoft.UUCP (Eric Sassaman) writes:
>Has anyone read Megan Lindholm's "Wizard of the Pigeons"?  I think it was
>a Nebula nominee a few (?) years ago. Any comments? Yea or Nay?

Yea.  It's GOOD.

This book can be considered an example of the 'urban fantasy' movement.
Other examples are Charles dee Lint's Yarrow and Jack the Giant Killer, and
Emma Bull's War of the Oaks.

Still, Wizard is different.  Jack the Giant Killer and War of the Oaks are
stories about faeries in our time.  Yarrow deals with a vampire-like
creature who feeds on peoples dreams, until he meets someone who's dreams
are really special, they're a world apart.

Wizard of the Pigeons deals with drop-outs who cannot cope with reality and
consequently retreat into their own collective fantasy. Or is it?  These
people seem to have a limited form of magic.  The beauty of the story is
that it leaves it to the reader to decide whether this magic is real or
not.

I can go on, and spoil your pleasure.  So I now say: read it.

Henk Langeveld
henkl@holland.sun.com
henkl@sun.nl

------------------------------

Date: 22 Aug 90 17:39:55 GMT
From: srt@aerospace.aero.org (Scott "TCB" Turner)
Subject: Re: Megan Lindholm's "Wizard of the Pigeons" - any good?

ericsa@microsoft.UUCP (Eric Sassaman) writes:
>Has anyone read Megan Lindholm's "Wizard of the Pigeons"?  I think it was
>a Nebula nominee a few (?) years ago. Any comments? Yea or Nay?

"Wizard of the Pigeons" is a modern fantasy set in an urban environment,
and received a lot of attention because it differed from the standard
"short people with hairy toes" fantasy.  Rather more attention than it
deserved, unfortunately.  While it is a good book, and well worth reading,
it doesn't have that extra 10% that makes it stand out as a truly excellent
book.  However, there are good characterizations and a mature plot that are
refreshing in the fantasy field.

Scott Turner

------------------------------

Date: 22 Aug 90 19:36:32 GMT
From: li40163@prism.gatech.edu (M. AXFORD)
Subject: Re: Megan Lindholm's "Wizard of the Pigeons" - any good?

Yes, I've read _Wizard of the Pigeons_ and thought it was very good.  The
only other book of hers that I've read was _Luck of the Wheels_; good, but
I liked _Wizard_ better.  _Wizard_ is a contemporary fantasy set in Seattle
(I think) and the characters are street people who are also Magick workers.
     Other fantasies with a magickal world view that I've read recently and
liked are Emma Bull's _War for the Oaks_, Gael Baudino's _Strands of
Starlight_ and _Gossamer Axe_, just about any Charles de Lint.  Would be
glad to hear other suggestions of similar books!

M. AXFORD
Georgia Institute of Technology
Atlanta Georgia, 30332
uucp:     ...!{allegra,amd,hplabs,ut-ngp}!gatech!prism!li40163
Internet: li40163@prism.gatech.edu

------------------------------

Date: 20 Aug 90 02:01:02 GMT
From: yamauchi@cs.rochester.edu (Brian Yamauchi)
Subject: Kim Stanley Robinson's Orange County Trilogy?

On the back cover of Icehenge by Kim Stanley Robinson, I noticed a
reference to his "Orange County Trilogy".  I've read (and enjoyed) The Gold
Coast, but I didn't realize that sequels (prequels?) exist.

Does anyone know what the titles of the other novels in this trilogy, and
the order in which to read them?

Thanks in advance.

Brian Yamauchi
University of Rochester
Computer Science Department
yamauchi@cs.rochester.edu

------------------------------

Date: 20 Aug 90 14:13:25 GMT
From: jdnicoll@watyew.uwaterloo.ca (Brian or James)
Subject: Re: Kim Stanley Robinson's Orange County Trilogy?

yamauchi@heron.cs.rochester.edu (Brian Yamauchi) writes:
>On the back cover of Icehenge by Kim Stanley Robinson, I noticed a
>reference to his "Orange County Trilogy".  I've read (and enjoyed) The
>Gold Coast, but I didn't realize that sequels (prequels?) exist.
>
>Does anyone know what the titles of the other novels in this trilogy, and
>the order in which to read them?

   He also wrote a novel called 'The Wild Shore', which has the same
physical setting as 'The Gold Coast' [and I *think* it has some common
characters. I read the pair with a five year gap in between, so I'm not
sure of that]. There's a major different in history; while set at about the
same time as TGC, TWS is in a timeline where the USA had many [5000ish]
neutron bombs covertly placed and detonated [OK, the detonations were not
very covert :], reducing its population to a small fraction of what it once
was, and removing the US an industrialised nation. *Someone* outside the
remains of the US destroys any attempt to rebuild, using some sort of
orbital beam weapon. TWS is about the coming of age of a boy raised in that
future USA. Be warned, all he does is mature; at no point does he recruit a
small [but plucky] army and free the USA from the foreign boot, nor does he
invent a brand new science that makes the USA the world power and bastion
of protestantism it once was. If you can live with mere character
development, I recommend it highly.
   Don't know anything about a third west coast novel from him, though.

James Nicoll	

------------------------------

Date: 21 Aug 90 03:07:08 GMT
From: rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu (R o d Johnson)
Subject: Re: Kim Stanley Robinson's Orange County Trilogy?

yamauchi@heron.cs.rochester.edu (Brian Yamauchi) writes:
>On the back cover of Icehenge by Kim Stanley Robinson, I noticed a
>reference to his "Orange County Trilogy".  I've read (and enjoyed) The
>Gold Coast, but I didn't realize that sequels (prequels?) exist.
>
>Does anyone know what the titles of the other novels in this trilogy, and
>the order in which to read them?

I wouldn't say these books are a trilogy in the narrative sense.  James
Nicoll has suggested that there might be characters in common between "The
Wild Shore" and "The Gold Coast", but I certainly can't think of any.
They're definitely not in any sequel relationship.  They're linked, I
think, mainly in their concern with Orange County and in their concern with
memory and the past (which they share with "Icehenge" and "Green Mars").

The new book, which I take to be the third Orange County book, was supposed
to be called "The Shining Sea" but is apparently going to have the (much
worse) title "Pacific Edge."  This is probably still fluid, though.  The
person who passed this along with me also told me that Michael Swanwick's
new novel was originally called "The Drowning Lands", then was changed to
"Sea-Change" and is now "Stations of the Tide," all at the publisher's
behest.  Who knows why?

Rod Johnson
rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu

------------------------------

Date: 21 Aug 90 05:39:06 GMT
From: rknowles@garnet.berkeley.edu
Subject: Re: Kim Stanley Robinson's Orange County Trilogy?

yamauchi@heron.cs.rochester.edu (Brian Yamauchi) writes:
>On the back cover of Icehenge by Kim Stanley Robinson, I noticed a
>reference to his "Orange County Trilogy".  I've read (and enjoyed) The
>Gold Coast, but I didn't realize that sequels (prequels?) exist.
>
>Does anyone know what the titles of the other novels in this trilogy, and
>the order in which to read them?

The first book was The Wild Shore and is set in a post-collapse Orange
County in the near future.  The third is not yet published but will
supposedly be set in an alternative future of an utopia set in Orange
County.

I don't think there is supposed to be a particular order.

------------------------------

Date: 25 Aug 90 07:51:56 GMT
From: farren@well.sf.ca.us (Mike Farren)
Subject: Re: Kim Stanley Robinson's Orange County Trilogy?

>On the back cover of Icehenge by Kim Stanley Robinson, I noticed a
>reference to his "Orange County Trilogy".  I've read (and enjoyed) The
>Gold Coast, but I didn't realize that sequels (prequels?) exist.
>
>Does anyone know what the titles of the other novels in this trilogy, and
>the order in which to read them?

The three Orange County books are:

The Wild Shore - a post-apocalypse Orange County, largely rural in nature.
Gold Coast - a near-future dystopian Orange County, primarily urban.
Pacific Edge - another near-future Orange County, but this time utopian,
in a quite realistic manner.  This isn't an idealist's utopia, but it
comes damn close to being a pragmatist's.  It will be available within the
next few months as a Tor hardcover.  I've read the proofs, and it's
good - possibly the best of the three.

Mike Farren
farren@well.sf.ca.us

------------------------------

Date: 26 Aug 90 00:49:55 GMT
From: yamauchi@heron.cs.rochester.edu (Brian Yamauchi)
Subject: Utopia / Dystopia (was Re: Robinson's Orange County Trilogy?)

farren@well.sf.ca.us (Mike Farren) writes:
> The three Orange County books are:
> 
> The Wild Shore - a post-apocalypse Orange County, largely rural in
>  nature. 
> Gold Coast - a near-future dystopian Orange County, primarily urban.

Actually, I wouldn't call The Gold Coast dystopian, certainly not in a 1984
/ Brave New World sense.  It seemed more like a realistic extrapolation of
early/mid-1980s trends.

> Pacific Edge - another near-future Orange County, but this time utopian,
> in a quite realistic manner.  This isn't an idealist's utopia, but it
> comes damn close to being a pragmatist's.  It will be available within
> the next few months as a Tor hardcover.  I've read the proofs, and it's
> good - possibly the best of the three.

I'll look forward to reading it, but I have yet to read an utopian novel /
short-story which I could completely believe.  The best attempts I've read
are "The Ungoverned" by Vernor Vinge and "Voyage from Yesteryear" by James
Hogan.

Brian Yamauchi
University of Rochester
Computer Science Department
yamauchi@cs.rochester.edu

------------------------------

Date: 23 Aug 90 14:28:35 GMT
From: leszczyn@cpsin3.cps.msu.edu (Leszczynski J {regular})
Subject: Lawrence Watt Evans

   I have just about finished a third book by Lawrence Watt-Evans.  The
books I have read, (The Misenchanted Sword, With a Single Spell, and The
Unwilling Warlord), have all been quite good and easy to read.  What I want
to know is whether I've missed any related books to this series.

   Plus, does anybody know what is really happening to the Warlocks, I
suspect we will get a book on it.  8^) I sure hope so.

Jon Leszczynski
leszczyn@cpsin.cps.msu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 30 Aug 90 21:51:13 GMT
From: aru@mentor.cc.purdue.edu (Sriram Ramkrishna)
Subject: Tadd Williams

Howdy!  Has anybody picked up the hardback cover of the sequel to the
Dragonbone Chair??

What was everybody's opinion of it?  Personally, I've been very happy with
it so far.  I even went out and got it in hardback.  Something rarely do.
:-)

Sri

------------------------------
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Date: 13 Aug 90 18:44:32 GMT
From: HEROY@lsuvm.bitnet (Paul Heroy)
Subject: PKD

In the last couple of years I've been interested in reading some of Phil
Dick's work, but I usually couldn't find much in the bookstore when I was
thinking about it. Since the release of Total Recall, I was determined to
find something, and I did. I picked up a recently published collection of
PKD stories called, uhmm, damn, can't remember exactly, something like 'The
Collected Short Fiction of Philip K. Dick, Vol. I'. It starts with an
excerpt from a letter written by PKD which explains his views of what is
and is not SF, then has an introduction by Steve someone and a forward by
Zelazny. I read the first few stories (Stability, Roog, The Little
Movement, and Beyond Lies the Wub) and really enjoyed them. The book claims
that some of its content is previously unpublished. The publisher is (I
think, I shouldn't do this without the book in front of me) Twilight Books,
which is part of Carol Publishing. It's not a regular paperback in size or
price, but definitely seems worth it so far.

I do have a couple of questions though:

  This book says Volume I, and covers the years 1952-55. Does anybody know
  anything about whether further volumes are *definitely* in the works, or
  other plans? I sure hope that subsequent volumes will be issued to cover
  *all* his short fiction.

  There's been some mention of PKD on the net, especially lately because of
  TR, but I can't remember seeing many recommendations about his works.
  What do those of you familiar with him consider his best works, short or
  long? What about the quality of his short fiction vs. his long fiction?
  And is there a 'definitive collection'? It looks like that's what
  Twilight is trying for.

Paul Heroy
BITNET: HEROY@LSUVM
Internet: heroy@lsuvm.sncc.lsu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 13 Aug 90 20:10:16 GMT
From: jmann@angmar.sw.stratus.com (Jim Mann)
Subject: Re: PKD

Probably the best single-volume "definitive" collection of Dick's work is
_The Best of Philip K. Dick_, which was published some years back by Del
Rey.

Dick went through several distinctive periods with his novels and published
a number of good books in each period.  I'd recommend the following:

The Man in the High Castle
Ubik
Martian Time-Slip
Dr. Bloodmoney
Flow My Tears, the Policeman Said
Counter-Clock World

Actually, almost any of Dick's novels are worth reading, ranging from early
stuff like _The World Jones Made_ to late works such as _The Transmigration
of Timothy Archer._ I'd start with the six I listed above, however.

Jim

------------------------------

Date: 14 Aug 90 01:13:54 GMT
From: GRIGSBY@auvm.auvm.edu
Subject: Re: PKD

It's tough to recommend PKD books, since they vary widely in style and
content.  A good start is 'Radio Free Albemuth', published posthumously, if
you want to start a little slow.  Gets your feet wet into his heavy
Gnostic-type stuff, but still remains a fairly easy and good read.  Of what
I've read, I would recommend "Valis", "Flow my Tears, the Policeman Said",
and "A Scanner Darkly".

I have not read all of his material, so sue me if I left out your favorite.
Does anyone know who published 'The Three Stigmata of Palmer Eldritch?'

You won't regret any of these books.  Trust me on this.  ;)

------------------------------

Date: 14 Aug 90 23:21:28 GMT
From: fitz@wang.com (Tom Fitzgerald)
Subject: Re: PKD

jmann@angmar.sw.stratus.com (Jim Mann) writes:
> I'd recommend the following:
>
> The Man in the High Castle
> Ubik
> Martian Time-Slip
> Dr. Bloodmoney
> Flow My Tears, the Policeman Said
> Counter-Clock World

I'd add:

The Three Stigmata of Palmer Eldritch
A Scanner Darkly

to get the canonical list of PKD classics.  A number of his books fall into
another class entirely, the exegesis books:

Valis
The Divine Invasion
The Transmigration of Timothy Archer
Radio Free Albemuth
(Damn, I think I'm forgetting one -- The Golden Man?)

These have a real theological feel to them, and are weird in a way
completely unlike the weirdness of his other books.  I'd strongly recommend
"Valis", and if you like it, check out the others, otherwise not.  Some
knowledge of the history of the early Christian church is helpful.  Reading
PKD's biography by Greg Rickman also explains a lot of the later stuff.

Tom Fitzgerald
Wang Labs
Lowell MA, USA   
1-508-967-5278
fitz@wang.com
...!uunet!wang!fitz

------------------------------

Date: 14 Aug 90 17:28:00 GMT
From: dougm@tsnews.convergent.com (Doug Moran )
Subject: Re: PKD

HEROY@lsuvm.BITNET (Paul Heroy) writes:
>  What do those of you familiar with him consider his best works, short or
>  long? What about the quality of his short fiction vs. his long fiction?

I would start out with:
"A Little Something for Us Tempanauts"
Time Out of Joint
The Unteleported Man
The Three Stigmata of Palmer Eldrich

In that order.  If you read The Man in the High Castle, I would recommend
reading "Faith of our Fathers" first, which is part of Harlan Ellison's
Dangerous Visions collection.  I would also recommend that you take more
than a day and a half to read The Man in the High Castle.  I read it too
fast, and it gave me nightmares.

Doug Moran
pyramid!ctnews!sparky!dougm
dougm@sparky.Convergent.com

------------------------------

Date: 16 Aug 90 03:15:52 GMT
From: chroma@gorn.santa-cruz.ca.us (C. Elliot Friday UMN )
Subject: Re: PKD + books to read

I would recommend that someone start with "Valis" which has a much more
open ending than "Radio Free." If you want to start with something more
`conventional' I recommend starting "The Man in the High Castle". He did
one of the best jobs I have seen done on the "Alternative History"
scenarios. Anyone acquainted with the history of the FDR administration
and/or Utopian Thought will get a real kick out of "President Tugwell."
 
chroma@gorn.santa-cruz.ca.us

------------------------------

Date: 16 Aug 90 23:18:27 GMT
From: KSpagnol@massey.ac.nz (Ken Spagnolo)
Subject: Re: PKD + books to read

chroma@gorn.santa-cruz.ca.us (C. Elliot Friday UMN ) writes:
>I would recommend that someone start with "Valis" which has a much more
>open ending than "Radio Free."

The order in which to read these two is an interesting topic.  I read
"Radio Free Albemuth" first, and read "Valis" right afterward, not
realizing the interrelatedness of the two.  I really enjoyed that order,
although RFA came out after Valis, mainly, I suppose, because Valis is my
favorite PKD book.  (I'm not religious at all; this is just a fantastic
book!)  They are related in such a way that it doesn't really matter which
one you read first, but I'd have to recommend what I did.  Any comments
from someone whose done the reverse?

Ken Spagnolo
Computer Centre
Massey University
Palmerston North
New Zealand
K.Spagnolo@massey.ac.nz

------------------------------

Date: 17 Aug 90 16:30:00 GMT
From: Cotsonas@uci.edu (Bruce Cotsonas)
Subject: "Radio Free Albemuth & "Valis" (as PKD + books to read)

The manuscript titled "Radio Free Albemuth" was re-written by Philip K.
Dick, at his publisher's request, and became "Valis".  After his death, Tim
Powers lent his copy of the original "Radio Free Albemuth" manuscript for
publication.

The two books are variations on the same theme and the very same text!

Bruce Cotsonas

------------------------------

Date: 18 Aug 90 05:11:26 GMT
From: jf2z+@andrew.cmu.edu (John Charles Fiala)
Subject: Re: PKD  Possible Spoilers

PKD is currently one of my favorite authors, I'm finding that I like his
stories very much.  So far I've read the following:
The Man who Japed
Clans of the Alphane Moon
The Man in the High Castle.
And I'm halfway through The Zap Gun.  All three are very good.  short
synopses/reviews follow, spoilers possible.

The Man Who Japed:
It's a short book on a Moral Society; a slightly :-) Orwellian future where
morality is not only lawful, but ingrained in most.  It's about a man who
begins to 'Jape', the word in this book for parodying, the enforced
morality of his time.  That's no surprise until you realize that he is
partially in charge of his world's morality, and still believes in it.  A
short book, which shows the main character growing as regards his
relationships with his country and his wife.

Clans of the Alphane Moon.
This is pretty smashing, with two plots.  The background is that the humans
had set up a mental colony on an inhabitable moon, but had to abandon it
for 25 years.  Now the humans are coming back, to try to persuade the
resulting culture to go back into the asylum.  The other plot is that of a
man who has been left by his wife, who goes off on the expedition to the
Alphane moon.  So he begins to plot to kill her through a mechanical robot
person the CIA, which he works for, has planted aboard the mission to see
what the new culture has worked up, tech speeking.  And then things get
strange.

The Man in the High Castle
Consider the time-honored idea of a world where the Germans/Japanese won
WWII.  This is a story of a group of people from different cultures, and
how they react with each other and a book that has been banned by the
Germans: The plot of the book is: "What if the Americans/British/Russians
had won WWII?"  Very good.

I heartily recommend PKD, especially since they've started reprinting a lot
of his stuff.

John
jf2z@andrew.cmu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 19 Aug 90 02:04:56 GMT
From: maddox@blake.acs.washington.edu (Tom Maddox)
Subject: Re: The Man in the High Castle (More on P.K. Dick)

   When I first read MHC, I found the plot confusing and the characters
mildly depressing.  Childan, the dealer in "American Artistic Handicrafts,"
is a racist and snob, and the whole story of Juliana and Joe is extremely
unpleasant.  Mr. Nagomi spends much of the time adrift, and Abendsen is at
once peripheral and central.  Ed and Frank have their virtues, but are
hardly heroic (in fact, they're not even effective).  The various threads
of the plot seemed to me poorly coordinated, as though each one were
calling for attention but none could command it.  And as others have
remarked, the ending can seem confusing and inconclusive.

   I've read it several times since that first experience, decades ago, and
I now think it is one of the finest sf novels Dick wrote which is to say,
one of the finest sf novels ever written.  Without going into as full
reading of the book, I'll just point to a few things I have consistently
found interesting, moving, and illuminating.

   It explores themes that are central to our age and its literature: the
interplay of contingency and meaningful pattern in human life and history
and the consequent difficulty of finding moral order or happiness in an
ambiguous cosmos: "No human intelligence could decipher it; only
five-thousand-year-old joint mind applicable."  And it affirms the value of
the small and deeply human: a piece of "Edfrank" jewelry partakes of the
Tao to the extent that it can serve as a pivot point between possible
worlds.  And of course, it asserts the ultimate value of each human
existence, no matter how small, ugly, or even evil.  Mr. Tagomi says, after
he has killed the two Nazi assassins: "'Guilt nonetheless is on my soul. .
. .Blood . . . can never be eradicated like ink.'"

   Its characters are just what they should be - a mixture of virtue and
vice; fallible, struggling, taking whatever small triumphs they can find in
a difficult and perplexing cosmos.

   Captain Wegener, the German who works against the Nazi madness, thinks:
"Evidently we go on, as we always have.  From day to day. . . . But we
cannot do it all at once; it is a sequence.  An unfolding process.  We can
only control the end by making a choice at each step."  This thought
recalls the I Ching, the "five- thousand-year-old joint mind" that provides
a framework of meaning for contingency and choice and thus a series of
*possible* choices, a way for the poor, isolated human mind to try to come
to terms with the almost limitless complexity of the world.

   Lately I have come to see MHC at least partly as a lens through which we
see ourselves.  If you want simplicity, look elsewhere; however, if you
want a profoundly moving fiction on deep and adult themes, look no further.

Tom Maddox

------------------------------

Date: 19 Aug 90 21:33:42 GMT
From: sixhub!davidsen@crdgw1.crd.ge.com (Wm E. Davidsen Jr)
Subject: Re: The Man in the High Castle (More on P.K. Dick)

maddox@blake.acs.washington.edu (Tom Maddox) writes:
>When I first read MHC, I found the plot confusing and the characters
>mildly depressing.

  And the character development weak, the conclusion missing, etc. This
book doesn't end, it just stops on an anticlimax.

>I've read it several times since that first experience, decades ago, and I
>now think it is one of the finest sf novels Dick wrote which is to say,
>one of the finest sf novels ever written.

  I just read it for the third time last week, having read it at 15 year
intervals waiting for age to bring wisdom. I'm now convinced that it's just
a bad book, and a lot of people are reading things into it which aren't
there. As _The Emperor's New Cloths_ went. When I read something by a good
author and don't get it, I feel I have missed something. Not this one, what
you read into it is the only redeeming feature.

>It explores themes that are central to our age and its literature: the
>interplay of contingency and meaningful pattern in human life and history
>and the consequent difficulty of finding moral order or happiness in an
>ambiguous cosmos: "No human intelligence could decipher it; only
>five-thousand-year-old joint mind applicable."  And it affirms the value
>of the small and deeply human: a piece of "Edfrank" jewelry partakes of
>the Tao to the extent that it can serve as a pivot point between possible
>worlds.  And of course, it asserts the ultimate value of each human
>existence, no matter how small, ugly, or even evil.  Mr. Tagomi says,
>after he has killed the two Nazi assassins: "'Guilt nonetheless is on my
>soul. . . .Blood . . . can never be eradicated like ink.'"

  Blecch! The characters for the most part do not make their destiny, they
are controlled by it. And those who control their direction resolutely
follow a course set by chance or others.

>Lately I have come to see MHC at least partly as a lens through which we
>see ourselves.  If you want simplicity, look elsewhere; however, if you
>want a profoundly moving fiction on deep and adult themes, look no
>further.

  This book does allow us to see ourselves, since it contains very little
to let us see something else.

  I hate to disagree with a review, particularly so strongly, but I have to
conclude that PKD is a great writer who left a bunch of clouds for us, and
that people see what they want in the clouds. Some see the nobility of man,
others the futility of struggle, since your fate is decided by the actions
of others.

  If you can find something in a story about someone who gets into trouble
for doing nothing particular wrong, takes no action to help himself, is
saved by the actions of others as a side effect of pursuing their own ends,
and learns nothing about life from all this, then more power to you.

  I personally think the book is a triumph of technique over content, and
that there's nothing there beyond what the read adds.

Bill Davidsen
davidsen@sixhub.uucp
uunet!crdgw1!sixhub!davidsen

------------------------------

Date: 20 Aug 90 13:22:28 GMT
From: chroma@gorn.santa-cruz.ca.us (C. Elliot Friday UMN )
Subject: Re: PKD + books to read

K.Spagnolo@massey.ac.nz (Ken Spagnolo) writes:
>The order in which to read these two is an interesting topic.  I read
>"Radio Free Albemuth" first, and read "Valis" right afterward, not
>realizing the interrelatedness of the two.  I really enjoyed that order,
>although RFA came out after Valis, mainly, I suppose, because Valis is my
>favorite PKD book. [...]  Any comments from someone whose done the
>reverse?

I read them in reverse order and found RFA more of a downer than VALIS.
VALIS is definitely my favorite PKD book, and I liked its definitely open
ending. Interestingly VALIS has a small cult following who take it pretty
seriously in what has to be called the "California Weirdness (pleasant
section) Circuit." Those who fear and decry Role Playing Games would
postively faint (from either laughter or rage) if they truly knew the
worldview of these folks! Interesting there are some PKD short stories
sprinkled thru the magazines on this circuit.

There is also an interesting and weird amateur (in the original positive
sense of the term) Biography of PKD by D. Scott Apel of "Permanent Press."
Even though it takes some things a little too seriously, it goes into a lot
of interesting points, especially from the weirdness point of view that
most of the "professional" (in both the good and bad senses of the term)
biographers seem to miss or overlook, like just how interestingly weird PKD
was and how seriously he took lots of the stuff he wrote, especially the
gnostic stuff. So Heaven on Earth did not break out after 1974, oh well,
sigh, these things take time.

chroma@gorn.santa-cruz.ca.us
<pathto>uunet.uu.net!ucscc.UCSC.edu!gorn!chroma
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Date: 17 Aug 90 07:01:28 GMT
From: JWenn.ESAE@xerox.com
Subject: Author Lists: Mick Farren

I'm not familiar with Mick Farren's work.

aka == Also known by this other title.

Farren, Mick [U.K., 9/3/1943- ]
    In Series:
        The Quest of the DNA Cowboys [1976]
        Synaptic Manhunt [1976]
        The Neural Atrocity [1977]
        The Last of the DNA Cowboys [1989]
    The Song of Phaid the Gambler [1981] [split into:]
        Phaid the Gambler [1986]
        Citizen Phaid [1987]
    The Texts of Festival [1973]
    The Feelies [1978, 1990]
    Protectorate [1984]
    Corpse [1986] [aka "Vickers"]
    Their Master's War [1988]
    The Long Orbit [1988] [aka "Exit Funtopia"]
    The Armageddon Crazy [1989]
    Mars - The Red Planet [1990]

------------------------------

Date: 19 Aug 90 21:32:27 GMT
From: dresnick@athena.mit.edu (David I Resnick)
Subject: New McCaffrey Book: "The Rowan"

The New York Times Book Review has a full page ad for a new Anne McCaffrey
book (p. 10).  

The ad also says that this book will be the main selection of the SFBC this
month, and that is published by Ace/Putnam.

Has anyone seen/read this?  Is it any good? Please post a review.

David Resnick
dresnick@athena.mit.edu      

------------------------------

Date: 20 Aug 90 07:53:57 GMT
From: mdb@esd.3com.com (Mark D. Baushke)
Subject: Re: New McCaffrey Book: "The Rowan" (minor spoilers)

I picked up a copy of _The Rowan_ by Anne McCaffrey in hardback. It was a
good read.

It is set in the same universe as her short stories collected in _To Ride
Pegasus_ (Del Rey 1973), although no characters in the short story
collection are around by the time that _The Rowan_ is set.

It begins on Altair with the accident that leaves a three year old child
(later to be _The Rowan_) an orphan. The story follows her life as a youg
Talent (psychic) through training into early adulthood.

As a Prime, her Talent allows her to join with others and move cargo loads
between the inhabited worlds.

Eventually she meets Jeff Raven (a wild Talent) when he mentally contacts
her asking for aid against an alien attack.

Rowan and Jeff have a tumultuous love affair and some further adventures.

Mark
mdb@ESD.3Com.COM

------------------------------

Date: 20 Aug 90 17:50:37 GMT
From: mdb@esd.3com.com (Mark D. Baushke)
Subject: Re: New McCaffrey Book: "The Rowan" (minor spoilers)

(My thanks to Mike Green for reminding me of the stories in _Get Off the
Unicorn_.)

I neglected to mention that McCaffrey's short story _Lady in the Tower_
(copyright 1959) which was collected in _Get Off the Unicorn_ (Del Rey
1977) is recognizable (only slightly re-written) as the beginning of Part
Two of _The Rowan_ subtitled _Callisto_.  _The Rowan_ does NOT include the
short story _A Meeting of Minds_ (copyright 1969).
 
Mark
mdb@ESD.3Com.COM

------------------------------

Date: 21 Aug 90 12:57:37 GMT
From: hasley@sud549.ed.ray.com
Subject: Re: New McCaffrey Book: "The Rowan"

I bought the book last week, and finished it this weekend.  Took me a while
to get to it, but I loved it.  It's basically the first short story from
Anne McCaffrey's _Get off the Unicorn_, but expanded into a full length
novel.  You learn the background of the Rowan (such as why she has such a
silly name :)) in the first half of the book, and that was (IMHO) the best
part.  The second half (at least the first part) was just the original
short story, with lots of extra description thrown in, and with more of
what came after the short.  I really loved the first half, had deja vu
throughout the middle, and liked the ending (but not as much as the first
half).  All in all, a good book.  (of course, I think just about everything
of Anne McCaffrey's is a good book, with the exception of Dinosaur Planet
and Nerilka (sp?)).

Linda Hasley

------------------------------

Date: 21 Aug 90 23:05:03 GMT
From: jmf@abacus.uucp (Joan Frankel)
Subject: Re: New McCaffrey Book: "The Rowan"

hasley@sud549.ed.ray.com writes:
>(of course, I think just about everything of Anne McCaffrey's is a good
>book, with the exception of Dinosaur Planet and Nerilka (sp?)).

Nerilka, a piece of crap by any spelling, is what made me swear off
McCaffrey at any price.  I hope I'm defaming the right book; this IS the
one about the fuzzy cat creatures that doesn't make any sense at all
because the cruddily- written sentences were scrambled at random, right??

I hardly ever put down a book JUST because I can't follow it, usually I'll
plow along and try to figure it out, but her individual sentences were so
boring and events depicted were so tedious that I decided it just wasn't
worth the time.  I was only a few chapters along, several years ago.  Maybe
the plot clears up later, but I'll bet the writing doesn't.

I had read a few of the early Pern items, and wasn't particularly impressed
because others have done that sort of thing far better and her writing
style was pedestrian.

In Nerilka, or whatever, her writing style was incoherent.

------------------------------

Date: 22 Aug 90 07:04:39 GMT
From: mdb@esd.3com.com (Mark D. Baushke)
Subject: Re: New McCaffrey Book: "The Rowan"

jmf@abacus.uucp (Joan Frankel) said:
> Nerilka, a piece of crap by any spelling, is what made me swear off
> McCaffrey at any price.  I hope I'm defaming the right book; this IS the
> one about the fuzzy cat creatures that doesn't make any sense at all
> because the cruddily- written sentences were scrambled at random, right

The book to which you are refering is _Decision At Doona_ (1969). The
catlike Hrrubans are the inhabitants of Doona. The colonists must either
learn to coexist with the Hrrubans or kill them off or return to the
teeming hell of an overpopulated Terra. The heros of the story are two
children Todd Reeve and Hrrula. There are a number of sharp twists in this
story which can be hard to follow. On the bright side, it should be easy to
pick this book up in a used book store as only die hard collectors would
bother to keep it.

_Nerilka's Story_ is a Pern Adventure set at the time of _Moreta:
Dragonlady of Pern_. _NS_ Follows the adventures of Nerilka, daughter of
Lord Holder Tolocamp and Lady Pendra (Fort Hold), during the time of the
plague. _NS_ was written primarily for young adults as were _Dragonsong_,
_Dragonsinger_ and _Dragondrums_. It is probably the weakest of the Pern
Adventure books.

In the univerise of _Dinosaur Planet_ (1978) you will also find the
following books:

_Dinosaur Planet Survivors_ (1984) by Anne McCaffrey
_Sassinak_ (1990) 		   by Anne McCaffrey and Elizabeth Moon
_The Death of Sleep_ (1990) 	   by Anne McCaffrey and Jody Lynn Nye

_Dinosaur Planet_ is my least favorite Anne McCaffrey book.

Mark D. Baushke
mdb@ESD.3Com.COM

------------------------------

Date: 24 Aug 90 12:31:23 GMT
From: bunker!mary@isc-br.iscs.com (Mary Shurtleff)
Subject: Re: New McCaffrey Book: "The Rowan"

jmf@abacus.UUCP (Joan Frankel) writes:
>Nerilka, a piece of crap by any spelling, is what made me swear off
>McCaffrey at any price.  I hope I'm defaming the right book; this IS the
>one about the fuzzy cat creatures. [...]  In Nerilka, or whatever, her
>writing style was incoherent.

I think you're referring to _The Coelura_ (spelling approximate).  I have
read most of McCaffrey's work with the exception of the Dinosaur Planet
stuff and the pure romances, and enjoy it.  However, I agree that this book
was not worth the time and money I spent on it.  The only word I can come
up with to describe it is "amateurish", and even then I may be insulting
the amateurs.  The illustrations in my copy were nice, but not enough to
save the book.

BTW, I thought _Nerilka's Story_ was a nice sidebar to the main Pern
stories.  I happen to like sequels that feature characters other than the
ones we saw in the preceding book(s).

Mary Shurtleff
...decvax!bunker!mary

------------------------------

Date: 17 Aug 90 07:12:04 GMT
From: JWenn.ESAE@xerox.com
Subject: Author Lists: Daniel Keys Moran

Daniel Keys Moran is one of the top new names in SF.  The three books I've
read have all been nicely written, fast paced, enjoyable books.  You won't
go wrong reading any of them.  The one novel I haven't read is "The Ring".
From what I understand (and I could be wrong) it's a science fiction
novelization of a Chinese film based on Wagner's "Ring der Niebelungen".

movie == Novelization of a movie script.

Moran, Daniel Keyes
    The Tales of the Continuing Time:
        Emerald Eyes [1988]
        The Long Run [1989]
    The Armageddon Blues [1988]
    The Ring [1988] [movie]

------------------------------

Date: 15 Aug 90 21:28:44 GMT
From: moursund@hpcvnb.cv.hp.com (David_Moursund)
Subject: Re: Christopher Stasheff

I dont know if he is availble in UK, but I think I will throw in my $.02
about his newer books.  It seems like he has cranked out about 5 or 6 books
in the last few years, and they have been progressively worse.  (Actually,
they are progressively the same.  Each one is so much like the other
Warlock books, that I can't even remember which plots belong to which
books.)

------------------------------

Date: 16 Aug 90 15:57:55 GMT
From: hennebry@plains.nodak.edu (Michael J. Hennebry)
Subject: Re: Christopher Stasheff

I happen to like the Warlock books.
If you want to know the title of the very last book (of any kind), here it
is: Magnus Enraged.

Mike
hennebry@plains.NoDak.edu

------------------------------

Date: 23 Aug 90 03:31:57 GMT
From: haste+@andrew.cmu.edu (Dani Zweig)
Subject: The Warlock Rock

Christopher Stasheff's latest book is a history of modern music in bad
puns.  It has no plot, beyond a skeleton in the service of those puns, and
the closest thing to a serious message that it seems to have is that rock
music can lead to anarchy and satanism.  Stasheff's worst book to date.
You've been warned.

Dani Zweig
haste+@andrew.cmu.edu 

------------------------------

Date: 24 Aug 90 22:44:07 GMT
From: ccastcr@prism.gatech.edu (Russo, Chris A.)
Subject: Stasheff, an author in spite of himself

   Well, I haven't really noticed much discussion on _The Warlock Rock_ by
Christopher Stasheff, so I would like to take this opportunity to say that
I am utterly disappointed.  I almost couldn't finish it.
  Is it just my mistaken impression, or does Mr. Stasheff desire to become
Piers Anthony.  I was astounded by the quantity and extremely low quality
of the puns in this book.  I could have sworn that I was having some type
of bad Xanth flashback.  It was a nightmare, and in that nightmare were
rolling stones, acid rocks, hard rocks, and even a (shudder) cysted
twister.
  As if that weren't bad enough, even his pathetic writing style reminded
me of Anthony's.  All of the dialogues are so contrived and needlessly
dramatized.  I got so sick of every character being furious, chagrined,
gleeful, protestful.  Every line had the overacting of a bad porno.  (Not
that I've seen any, mind you.)
   I wondered, as I read, where the changes occurred.  At what point and
for what reasons did I begin to dislike Stasheff's works.  Maybe I ought to
go back and reread _A Warlock In Spite Of Himself_ and see if I still enjoy
it.  I think that this book will make me place Stasheff's works in that sad
corner reserved for those other authors with whom I've become disenchanted
because my reading habits have matured.  He can sit right there beside that
number one has-been Piers Anthony, not to be placed far from that other
increasingly bad author, Robert Asprin.
   It kind of makes me feel sad; as I did when I realized that I didn't
like "The Six Million Dollar Man" anymore.  But enough of my melancholy.

   The other problem I had with this book is the intelligence of the people
in it.  Sure, I realized long ago that Stasheff was making big man Rod
Gallowglass and his even more gifted, better adapted children a bit too
powerful (The Superman Syndrome).  After all, someone who can move tons
with telekenesis, teleport himself and several hundred pounds fantastic
distances, read and influence minds, as well as throw up a conventionally
invincible shield is, perhaps, too much.  If Stasheff wishes to keep
readers happy, he needs to come up with smarter, more powerful bad guys.
The most aggravating thing he could have done to maintain balance would
have been to cripple his heroes by needlessly "dummying them up".
Unfortunately for most of us, that's what he did.  Any child put in an RPG
setting, and given a character with even the basics of Rod Gallowglass's
powers could come up with _many_ obvious, viable solutions to the seemingly
mountainous yet really mole hillous problems faced by Rod.  I can't seem to
recall any character using his teleport ability even one single time
throughout this sorry story.  And another thing: (As you can see, this book
really galled me) if the women in this world can only psionically affect
objects other than themselves (vice versa for the men), why in the world do
they need those worthless broomsticks every time they want to fly?  Why
don't they just levitate their clothing?!?  If the fabric is too weak, make
a girdle and levitate it.  Also, why is it that such a powerful substance
like witchmoss is never really taken advantage of by the main characters?
I'm telling you, it's as inane as those idiots who walk into the basement
during those slasher flicks.

The bottom line is this: If you've noticed a decreasing quality in
Stasheff's works, and really dislike his next to most recent one, _The
Walock Insane_ (as I did), DO NOT BUY THIS NEW PIECE OF GARBAGE.
Disappointing, disappointing, diappointing; thumbs down.

Chris A. Russo
Georgia Institute of Technology
Atlanta Georgia, 30332
uucp: ...!{decvax,hplabs,ncar,purdue,rutgers}!gatech!prism!ccastcr
Internet: ccastcr@prism.gatech.edu

------------------------------

Date: 23 Aug 90 19:36:15 GMT
From: gjf00@duts.ccc.amdahl.com (Gordon Freedman)
Subject: Help, looking for a book

I am looking for a book, unfortunately I only have information on the
content, I don't know the author, publisher, title, etc.

In this book, a small group of people travel to another planet (I think for
the purpose of exploration or new worlds). The planet has 4 beautiful
seasons, the seasons are named something like "Calm", "Mist", "Wind", etc.

On this planet, they only find one (or some low number) interesting
structure.  Nobody seems to be able to get inside of this, until one of the
crew somehow manages to get in. It turns out there is some race of people
(?) living in this structure and they will admit the crew member into their
race if he passes some "tests". He is reborn as a young girl, and is in a
tribe somewhat similar to American Indians. I'm very vague on this as it
was a long time ago that I read the book. I didn't get to finish it, it got
discarded from my parents house somehow after I went to school.

I think the crew member is somewhat aware of what is going on, but he/she
is not totally cognizant of the situation. The crew, meanwhile is trying to
"rescue" this person. It also seems like the race is fairly advanced, at
least in the spiritual sense pehaps.

If anyone can help me out with the title, author, etc. I would really
appreciate that. Thanks.

Gordon Freedman
gjf00@duts.ccc.amdahl.com

------------------------------

Date: 23 Aug 90 17:43:20 GMT
From: frisk@rhi.hi.is (Fridrik Skulason)
Subject: Iceland in SF

Here is a (perhaps a somewhat unusual one) question from Iceland:

Do you remember any instances of Iceland or Reykjavik being mentioned in a
SF story ?

I think I can remember two cases - a spaceship called "Reykjavik", which
was the first one to make contact with aliens, and something called "The
Reykjavik Treaty", although I have forgotten the names of the stories and
the authors in both cases.

In the (unlikely) event that anybody can remember other instances, please
send a reply to me.

Fridrik Skulason
University of Iceland  
frisk@rhi.hi.is

------------------------------

Date: 24 Aug 90 02:41:13 GMT
From: jdnicoll@watyew.uwaterloo.ca (Brian or James)
Subject: Re: Iceland in SF

frisk@rhi.hi.is (Fridrik Skulason) writes:
>Do you remember any instances of Iceland or Reykjavik being mentioned in a
>SF story ?

   No problem! 'Fermi and Frost' by Fred Pohl was in part set there.  Very
uplifting or depressing story, depending how you look at it.
   'Red Storm Rising' mentions Iceland. I include that as SF because none
of the machines in the book ever broke unless someone *made* them break. A
sign of truely advanced technology [or a novel written by a man plays
wargames].

James Nicoll

------------------------------

Date: 24 Aug 90 05:33:27 GMT
From: haste+@andrew.cmu.edu (Dani Zweig)
Subject: Re: Iceland in SF

frisk@rhi.hi.is (Fridrik Skulason):
>Do you remember any instances of Iceland or Reykjavik being mentioned in a
>SF story ?

Mentioned in passing?  Lots.  Actually dealing with Iceland?  Fewer.  The
first example that comes to mind, of course, is a classic: Journey to the
Center of the Earth, by Jules Vernes, much of which takes place in Iceland.

Dani Zweig
haste@andrew.cmu.edu 

------------------------------
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                       Iceland in SF (6 msgs)
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Date: 17 Aug 90 07:09:50 GMT
From: JWenn.ESAE@xerox.com
Subject: Author Lists: Robert McCammon

A popular horror writer, but I don't read much horror.

[C] == Story Collection.

McCammon, Robert R[ick] [U.S.A., 7/17/1952- ]
    Baal [1978]
    Bethany's Sin [1980]
    The Night Boat [1980]
    They Thirst [1981]
    Mystery Walk [1983]
    Usher's Passing [1984]
    Swan Song [1987]
    Stinger [1988]
    The Wolf's Hour [1989]
    Blue World [1989] [C]
    Mine [1990]

------------------------------

Date: 17 Aug 90 07:12:44 GMT
From: JWenn.ESAE@xerox.com
Subject: Author Lists: Zilpha Keatly Snyder

Zilpha Keatly Snyder primarily writes juvenile books, many with some
supernatural element.  She has, however, written one adult trilogy "The
Green Sky".  And there are several of her juvenile novels that I wasn't
able to determine if they were SF or not.

[J] == The book is for juveniles (however you define them).
aka == Also known by this other title.

Snyder, Zilpha Keatly [U.S.A., 5/11/1927- ]
    The Green Sky Trilogy:
        Below the Root [1975]
        And All Between [1976]
        Until the Celebration [1977]
    Stanley Family Stories:
        The Headless Cupid [1971] [J]
        The Famous Stanley Kidnapper [1979] [J]
        Blair's Nightmare [1984] [J]
        Janie's Private Eyes [1989] [J]
    Season of Ponies [1964] [J]
    Black and Blue Magic [1966] [J]
    The Egypt Game [1967] [J]
    Eyes in the Fish Bowl [1968] [J]
    The Changeling [1970] [J] [prelude to "Great Sky Trilogy"]
    The Witches of Worm [1972] [J]
    The Truth About Stone Hollow [1974] [J] [aka "The Ghosts of
                                      Stone Hollow"]
    A Fabulous Creature [1981] [J]
    Squeak Saves the Day and Other Tooley Tales [1988] [C] [J]

[unsure if SF]
    The Velvet Room [1965] [J]
    The Princess and the Giants [1973] [J]
    Heirs of Darkness [1978]
    Come on, Patsy [1982] [J]
    The Birds of Summer [1983] [J]
    The Changing Maze [1985] [J]
    And Condors Danced [1987] [J]

------------------------------

Date: 11 Aug 90 03:07:10 GMT
From: barrett@jhunix.hcf.jhu.edu (Dan Barrett)
Subject: Castleview (extremely minor spoilers)

   I just finished Gene Wolfe's CASTLEVIEW (awesome book, btw), and I'm a
little confused about two things.  (I don't consider this much of a
spoiler, because it's revealed on page 1.)

   I don't understand why Mr. Howard died, and I don't understand what was
so significant about the Howard's house that made you-know-who want to buy
it so badly.

   If anyone can shed some light on these questions, I'd appreciate it!  It
was a real rollercoaster of a book - after 1 chapter, I couldn't put it
down until the last page.

   E-mail is best, but posting is OK.

Dan Barrett
Department of Computer Science
Johns Hopkins University
INTERNET: barrett@cs.jhu.edu
UUCP: barrett@jhunix.UUCP

------------------------------

Date: 13 Aug 90 19:55:09 GMT
From: jmf@abacus.uucp (Joan Frankel)
Subject: Re: Castleview (extremely minor spoilers)

barrett@jhunix.HCF.JHU.EDU (Dan Barrett) writes:
>   I just finished Gene Wolfe's CASTLEVIEW (awesome book, btw), and I'm a
>little confused about two things.  (I don't consider this much of a
>spoiler, because it's revealed on page 1.)
>
>   I don't understand why Mr. Howard died, and I don't understand what was
>so significant about the Howard's house that made you-know-who want to buy
>it so badly.
>
>   If anyone can shed some light on these questions, I'd appreciate it!
>It was a real rollercoaster of a book - after 1 chapter, I couldn't put
>it down until the last page.

If you're going to answer that anyway, could you tell me 
(1) which mythical character was really which (leaving out the ones who's
    names are dead-giveaways)?

(2) And why they seem all aligned on the same "side", more or less?

(3) And what REALLY went on?

Although I guess those last 2 questions could be reasonably answered by:
(2) because that's where Wolfe put them.
(3) just what we saw.

My guess is that you-know-who caused Mr. Howard to die because he was
planning to sell the house and the house was a contact point with their
realm.

My other guess is that the decision of Howard's that the house might leave
the family left open the door to various warring factions from
you-know-where, and his decision to rescind was cancelled by his death.

I knew this was a fantasy novel when I read in the 1st chapter that a
family was planning to give up their ancestral home because staying
entailed a 30 mile commute to work at a new job.

Perhaps Illinois (or was it Indiana) are now in an alternate universe.

------------------------------

Date: 17 Aug 90 07:13:37 GMT
From: JWenn.ESAE@xerox.com
Subject: Author Lists: Jane Yolen

Jane Yolen is a one woman publishing house.  As a matter of fact, she has
just started her own imprint "Jane Yolen Books" as part of Harcourt Brace
Jonanovich publishers.  Her particular strengths lie in the great tradition
of oral storytelling and folktales: marvelous flowing language,
spellbinding stories, and a sense of timelessness.  And several of her
books are wonderfully illustrated.  The stories range in age from children
(Commander Toad aboard the starship "Star Warts") to adolescent (the very
good Pit Dragon trilogy) to adult (the recommended Sister Light - Sister
Dark books).  Well worth reading.

[C] == Story Collection.
[J] == The book is for juveniles (however you define them).
[O] == Omnibus.  Includes other books.

Yolen, Jane [Hyatt] [U.S.A., 2/11/1939- ]
    [everything [J] unless mentioned otherwise]
    Spider Jane Series:
        Spider Jane [1978]
        Spider Jane on the Move [1980]
    Commander Toad Series:
        Commander Toad in Space [1980]
        Commander Toad and the Planet of the Grapes [1982]
        Commander Toad and the Big Black Hole [1983]
        Commander Toad and the Dis-Asteroid [1985]
        Commander Toad and the Intergalactic Spy [1986]
        Commander Toad and the Space Pirates [1987]
    The Robot and Rebecca Books:
        The Robot and Rebecca: The Mystery of the Code Carrying Kids [1980]
        The Robot and Rebecca and the Missing Owser [1981]
    The Pit Dragon Trilogy:
        Dragon's Blood [1982]
        Heart's Blood [1984]
        A Sending of Dragons [1987]
    Piggins Books:
        Piggins [1987]
        Picnic with Piggins [1988]
        Piggins and the Royal Wedding [1989]
    The Books of Great Alta [1990] [O] [Adult]
        Sister Light, Sister Dark [1988]
        White Jenna [1989]
    The Witch Who Wasn't [1964]
    Gwinellen, the Princess Who Could Not Sleep [1965]
    Isabel's Noel [1967]
    The Emperor and the Kite [1967]
    The Minstrel and the Mountain [1968]
    Greyling [1968]
    The Longest Name on the Block [1968]
    The Wizard of Washington Square [1969]
    The Inway Investigators [1969]
    The Seventh Mandarin [1969]
    Hobo Toad and the Motorcycle Gang [1970]
    The Bird of Time [1971]
    The Girl Who Loved the Wind [1972]
    The Girl Who Cried Flowers [1974] [C]
    Rainbow Rider [1974]
    The Adventures of Eeka Mouse [1974]
    The Boy Who Had Wings [1974]
    The Magic Three of Solatia [1974]
    The Little Spotted Fish [1975]
    The Transfigured Hart [1975]
    The Moon Ribbon and Other Tales [1976] [C]
    Milkweed Days [1976]
    The Sultan's Perfect Tree [1977]
    The Seeing Stick [1977]
    The Lady and the Merman [1976]
    The Hundredth Dove [1977] [C]
    The Giants' Farm [1977]
    The Mermaid's Three Wisdoms [1978]
    No Bath Tonight [1978]
    The Simple Prince [1978]
    Dream Weaver [1979, 1989] [C]
    The Giants Go Camping [1979]
    Mice on Ice [1980]
    Shirlick Holmes and the Case of the Wandering Wardrobe [1981]
    Uncle Lemon's Spring [1981]
    The Boy Who Spoke Chimp [1981]
    Brothers of the Wind [1981]
    The Gift of Sarah Barker [1981]
    The Acorn Quest [1981]
    Sleeping Ugly [1981]
    Neptune Rising [1982] [C]
    Tales of Wonder [1983] [C]
    Children of the Wolf [1984]
    The Stone Silenus [1984]
    Cards of Grief [1984] [Adult]
    Dragonfield and Other Stories [1985] [C] [Adult]
    Merlin's Booke [1986] [C] [Adult]
    The Sleeping Beauty [1986]
    Owl Moon [1987]
    The Devil's Arithmetic [1988]
    Dove Isabeau [1989]
    The Faery Flag [1989] [C]
    Tam Lin [1990]
Yolen, Jane & Huston, Anne
    Trust a City Kid [1966]

------------------------------

Date: 13 Aug 90 16:06:03 GMT
From: mkr26760@uxa.cso.uiuc.edu (Mark Kelley Rogers)
Subject: Re: Zelazny: Isle of the Dead

jteller@wonder.uucp (Joseph Teller) writes:
>jmf@abacus.uucp (Joan Frankel) writes:
>>  Old Zelazny stuff is "fresh" feeling, good stuff.  Newish, as in the
>> past 20 years, Zelazny stuff has the feel to me of wheel-spinning-time,
>> and that certainly includes the interminable Amber series, although in
>> my opinion the more recent Amber books are somewhat better written than
>> the earlier series.

I have to agree with you, Joan.  It really pains me to see something like
this happen to a first rate writer like Zelazny.  I can't blame him for
wanting to make money, but it's a shame he has to do it by cranking out
formula, hack fantasy like Amber, (well written hack fantasy, but still...)
when he is capable of so much more.

>Although you're right about some of his other works, I do think that
>Zelazny's new Amber books are far better crafted then the original - he's
>taking his time on weaving the story instead of rushing to fit it within
>the constraints of the publishing limits he had originally. 

What constrainsts?  "Nine Princes" was published as a work in itself and
the sequel was published about five years later.  The main difference I see
now is his willingness to publish five or six chapters at a time, (at 17.95
a pop.)
 
>   We've played with this idea locally to an extreme, in a RPG setting,
>and added in the works of dozens of authors that fit easily within the
>concepts of Amber/Courts and the relams between.

I think this says alot about what is happening to SF and Fantasy today. The
writers, good and bad, have discovered that one can make good bucks
catering to the D&Dweebs and unicorn huggers, and as a result, the
bookstore shelves are filled with novelizations of frp senarios and
precious little else.  I'm not saying that these kind of books shouldn't be
published, but it pains me to see good writers wasting their talents.

Mark Rogers

------------------------------

Date: 13 Aug 90 20:32:58 GMT
From: jdh92@swat.swarthmore.edu (Jeff Hildebrand)
Subject: Re: Zelazny: Isle of the Dead

jteller@wonder.uucp (Joseph Teller) writes:
>The otherthing is that here he has the potential to tie all his
>'universes' together without contradicting himself (unlike some authors
>have in the past, such as Heinlein and Niven's works).
>   Consider this : Zelazny's 'Last Exit to Babylon' and the feature of
>'The Road' works perfectly well if you fit it into the concept of the
>Amber books as basically 'The Road' would consist of the route between
>Amber and Chaos, which can be accomplished by road or sea or air. The road
>travels through alternative timelines, so that you cannot change history
>but modify alternative presents. I don't know if he can manage this with
>all his works, but an alternative that could be considered is to open up
>stories that do not deal with the Royal houses themselves directly at
>all.

   I'm going to stick my neck out a little bit here. My reaction to this
is, why bother? One of the things I like about all of Zelazny's single
novels is that he doesn't create whole complicated universes with sly winks
to other books or stories. Instead he takes a few characters, feeds us
enough background to understand what is happening in their world, and then
tells a story with those characters. That provides a sense of closure a lot
of other stories don't have. Many of these linked universes seems only to
be saying, "Look at how clever I am to make these fit together" while
distorting characterizations and quietly ignoring contradictions.

   As for _Roadmarks_ ("Last Exit to Babylon" is the road sign on the front
cover), I would feel cheated if Zelazny suddenly proclaimed that it really
was Amber. Roadmarks is plenty good enough to stand on its own without
bringing in the whole Amber continuity. On the other hand, if someone
wanted to compare the two as an example of how similar ideas could be
developed differently, it might be interesting.

Jeff Hildebrand
Swarthmore College
Swarthmore PA 19081
JDH92@campus.swarthmore.edu
JDH92@SWARTHMR.BITNET

------------------------------

Date: 14 Aug 90 08:00:15 GMT
From: bleys@tronsbox.xei.com (Bill Cavanaugh)
Subject: Re: Zelazny: Isle of the Dead

[lots of stuff about creating a retroactive Zelazny continuity deleted]

If you read the Zelazny catalogue in chronological order, you'll see that
he has developed this same basic idea throughout his career.  From the
first book to the most recent, there have been many changes, but the idea
that shadows conceal another, more fantastic world is consistent.  Even in
Coils, his cyberpunkish collaboration with Saberhagen, he deals with
cyberspace the same way he deals with the shadows of Earth's nightside in
Jack of Shadows.

     Each book has it's own logic, internally consistent, but sufficiently
different from the others that forcing some Rule Of Shadow over them all
would diminish them.

     I was VERY disappointed with Asimov when he undertook to take a
lifetime's worth of diverse fiction and attempt to make one long story of
it, and I'd be horrified if Zelazny tried!

Bill Cavanaugh
uunet!tronsbox!bleys

------------------------------

Date: 25 Aug 90 18:00:33 GMT
From: mccalpin@perelandra.cms.udel.edu (John D. McCalpin)
Subject: Typo in "Knight of Shadows"

Did anyone notice how many times Merlin's mother was referred to as "Dana"
instead of "Dara" in the paperback edition of Zelazny's "Knight of
Shadows"?

John D. McCalpin
Assistant Professor			
College of Marine Studies, U. Del.
mccalpin@perelandra.cms.udel.edu
mccalpin@vax1.udel.edu
J.MCCALPIN/OMNET

------------------------------

Date: 24 Aug 90 16:38:08 GMT
From: pjs@aristotle.jpl.nasa.gov (Peter Scott)
Subject: Re: Iceland in SF

Although not quite science fiction, Iceland does feature in _Red Storm
Rising_, by Tom Clancy.

Peter Scott
NASA/JPL/Caltech
pjs@aristotle.jpl.nasa.gov

------------------------------

Date: 25 Aug 90 03:18:46 GMT
From: lsc%chryse@sun.com (Lisa S Chabot)
Subject: Re: Iceland in SF

Er, how about Fantasy?  Hmm, well, I seem to remember an Icelander visiting
Ireland in MacAvoy's _The_Book_of_Kells_.

------------------------------

Date: 24 Aug 90 11:44:58 GMT
From: abl@dart.ece.cmu.edu (Antonio Leal)
Subject: Re: Iceland in SF

>Do you remember any instances of Iceland or Reykjavik being mentioned in
>a SF story ?

I have two fuzzy short story references - maybe someone else can pin them
down better and point the books where they're collected:

  Poul Anderson (I think) - story about an American soldier in Iceland
  shifting downtime to the middle ages; a rather tragic story, with the
  soldier having major trouble adjusting to local social graces.

  Frederik Pohl - a fairly recent doom-and-gloom-and-nuclear-winter short
  story (Fermi or Dirac something or another; what bit rot.); took place in
  the Reykjavyk airport, if memory serves (probably not ;-)

Antonio B. Leal			
Dept. of Electrical and Computer Engineering
Carnegie Mellon University
Pittsburgh, PA. 15213   U.S.A.
[412] 268-2937
abl@maxwell.ece.cmu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 24 Aug 90 20:47:42 GMT
From: k@hprnd.hp.com (Steve Kao)
Subject: Re: Iceland in SF

Fridrik Skulason asks:
> Do you remember any instances of Iceland or Reykjavik being mentioned in
> a SF story ?

I remember a short story I read 20 years ago when I was into Poul Anderson,
Gordon Dickson, and Keith Laumer.  I don't remember the title, or who wrote
it.  It was about a US service man at Kef (I believe) who is sent back in
time to when the Viking inhabitants of Iceland still believed in the old
gods.  The serviceman knew nothing useful, so he became a slave.  I won't
spoil the ending.

Steve Kao

------------------------------

Date: 27 Aug 90 14:50:45 GMT
From: howell@bert.llnl.gov (Louis Howell)
Subject: Re: Iceland in SF

abl@dart.ece.cmu.edu (Antonio Leal) writes:
>   Poul Anderson (I think) - story about an American soldier in Iceland
>   shifting downtime to the middle ages; a rather tragic story, with the
>   soldier having major trouble adjusting to local social graces.

I believe the title is "The Man Who Came Early".

Louis Howell

------------------------------

Date: 27 Aug 90 16:33:27 GMT
From: bob@castle.ed.ac.uk (Bob Gray)
Subject: Re: Iceland in SF

"Farside Cannon" by Roger Macbride Allen is partly set on the
north coast of Iceland.

His description of how dark it gets during the summer nights makes me think
that his research wasn't very accurate.

Bob

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

			       Books - Dick

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 27 Aug 90 08:27:23 GMT
From: donn@albion.utah.edu (Donn Seeley)
Subject: Dick's THE MAN IN THE HIGH CASTLE revealed (very long)

A prefatory note: I wrote this article one long night last week when
feeling bent out of shape over (sob) the injustice of poor dead weird PKD
being misunderstood by the world's Orson Scott Card fans.  When I was done
I was awed at my ability to produce useless prose and held back from
posting it for fear my boss would see it and would ask me to ghost-write
grant proposals.  However vanity won out in the end, as it generally does,
and you hold on your screen a multi-hundred line spoiler for Philip K
Dick's THE MAN IN THE HIGH CASTLE, which won the Hugo award one lonely year
in the '60s.  This article is the GODZILLA VS. BAMBI of PKD remarks, and
the squeamish (or the easily bored :-) may wish to hit 'n' here, assuming
that they haven't hit 'k' already.  I have inserted section breaks for
readers who suffer from short attention spans, who I fear need this
explication the most but are least likely to survive the trek across its
burning sands to the tiny scum-covered pond at the end :-).  (Saddam
Hussein inspires me to poetry??)

(1)

As some of you probably realize by now, THE MAN IN THE HIGH CASTLE is one
of my hobby-horses.  The topic comes up from time to time and I never
manage to resist posting something.  This time around I contributed to the
discussion in rec.arts.books and tried to stay out of it here; but Bill
Davidsen's anti-intellectual remarks finally hooked me.  Davidsen seems to
feel that since he didn't get anything out of CASTLE, there wasn't anything
there to get.  I personally feel that CASTLE is one of my all-time favorite
novels and I get plenty out of it.  Since some of you are perhaps still
wondering what you did get out of the book, I shall present some annotated
spoilers below in an effort to illustrate what I see as the goal of the
plot, and I'll toss in a few related remarks about characterization, style,
theme, etc.  Davidsen has read the book three times and failed to come to
grips with it; I have read the book several times and get something new out
of it each time.  I hope some of you can too.

THIS IS YOUR LAST WARNING.  ABSOLUTELY VITAL SPOILERS FOR THE MAN IN THE
HIGH CASTLE ARE SHAMELESSLY REVEALED BELOW...

Most of the deeper meaning in CASTLE comes from reading the story at more
than one level.  CASTLE takes place in a world that reflects and distorts
ours in a curious way.  In our world, circa 1962, the US and the USSR are
locked in a deadly war of nerves; the entire planet, including territories
claimed by the former Axis powers, has been divided into spheres of
influence, and each side dares the other to cross their respective lines.
Nuclear weapons overshadow everything else; the US and USSR may annihilate
each other totally at any moment, by accident or by design.  The world of
CASTLE shares these traits, with one caveat: Japan and Germany were
military victors in the war, and instead of East and West Germany, we see a
Pacific States of America in the West and a truncated United States in the
East.  The Rocky Mountain states are now an impoverished buffer zone.
Instead of VE day and VJ day, we have Capitulation Day.

One of the deeper points in CASTLE is that despite superficial appearances,
CASTLE's universe is disturbingly similar to ours.  This is underscored by
the existence of a novel in CASTLE's world titled THE GRASSHOPPER LIES
HEAVY.  GRASSHOPPER postulates a world in which the Axis powers were
conquered by the Allies.  Dick doesn't take the easy way out, however:
GRASSHOPPER's universe isn't ours, it's yet another universe entirely.  As
the book progresses, it becomes clear that our universe is to CASTLE's
universe as CASTLE's is to GRASSHOPPER's, and one can imagine that if we
had the actual text of GRASSHOPPER, that it would contain a subplot about a
novel that tells how the Axis won the war, with (say) Germany and Italy
splitting the spoils instead of Japan and Germany.  The underlying point is
that changing the names of the countries leaves many attributes of the
universe intact.

(2)

One of many little touches of irony in CASTLE is that readers of
GRASSHOPPER drool over details of Germany's defeat, but fail to understand
that the important part of the book discusses problems that develop in
GRASSHOPPER's world after the war.  Many readers of CASTLE appear to be
disappointed because they expected to find reams of speculation about the
defeat of the US and the collapse of the Allies, while this turns out to be
a relatively minor part of CASTLE.  I don't have to spoil the ending of
GRASSHOPPER for you, because the characters in CASTLE do it anyway:

   'Tell me what happens,' [Juliana] said.  'I know I won't get to
   finish it; we'll be in Denver pretty soon.  Do America and
   Britain get into a war, and one emerges as ruler of the world?'

   Presently Joe said, 'In some ways it's not a bad book.  He
   works all the details out; the U.S. has the Pacific, about like
   our East Asia Co-Prosperity Sphere.  They divide Russia.  It
   works for about ten years.  Then there's trouble -- naturally.'

   'Why naturally?'

   'Human nature.'  Joe added, 'Nature of states.  Suspicion,
   fear, greed.  Churchill thinks the U.S.A. is undermining
   British rule in South Asia by appealing to the large Chinese
   populations, who naturally are pro-U.S.A., due to Chiang
   Kai-shek.  The British start setting up' -- he grinned at her
   briefly -- 'what are called "detention preserves".
   Concentration camps, in other words.  For thousands of maybe
   disloyal Chinese.  They're accused of sabotage and propaganda.
   ...

   '... [The U.S.A. and Britain are] both plutocracies, ruled by
   the rich.  If they had won, all they'd have thought about was
   making more money, that upper class.  Abendsen, he's wrong;
   there would be no social reform, no welfare public works plans
   -- the Anglo-Saxon plutocrats wouldn't have permitted it.'

   Juliana thought, Spoken like a devout Fascist.

The point here is that except for the names, Joe (the undercover
Gestapo/S.D. assassin) could be describing our world, CASTLE's world or
GRASSHOPPER's world - the gulag, concentration camps and detention
preserves have more elements in common than elements that differ.  At the
end of GRASSHOPPER, the US and Britain go to war to determine world
hegemony, just as Germany and Japan are preparing to annihilate one another
in CASTLE, and the US and the USSR in our world.  Dick is using the worlds
of CASTLE and GRASSHOPPER to make a statement about our own world.

(3)

What is that statement?  Most of the characters act it out in one way or
another, which is one of the joys of the book.  A character like Mr.
Tagomi, who is very unsympathetic in some ways, ends up illustrating a very
touching feeling of faith in the face of adversity.  Tagomi's predicament
changes him; Dick emphasizes this by showing Tagomi's little epiphany, in
which he falls through into another universe for a moment.  Later on in the
novel, there is a more succinct expression of this - Rudolf Wegener muses,
after his capture by the S.D.:

   No wonder Mr. Tagomi could not go on, he thought.  The terrible
   dilemma of our lives.  Whatever happens, it is evil beyond
   compare.  Why struggle, then?  Why choose?  If all alternatives
   are the same...

   ...  [W]e cannot do it all at once; it is a sequence.  An
   unfolding process.  We can only control the end by making a
   choice at each step.

   He thought, We can only hope.  And try.

   On some other world, possibly it is different.  Better.  There
   are clear good and evil alternatives.  Not these obscure
   admixtures, these blends, with no proper tool by which to
   untangle the components.

   We do not have the ideal world, such as we would like, where
   morality is easy because cognition is easy.  Where one can do
   right with no effort because he can detect the obvious.

Again, the multiple levels of the novel turn this sentiment into
excruciating irony even though it is clear to me that Dick believes in the
honesty and validity of Wegener's faith.  This is one of the places where
Dick lost Davidsen, I think.  Davidsen apparently wanted a positive
character, a strong leader (in Joe Cinnadella's sense? :-) who would tackle
injustice and destroy it.  I find this too simplistic both in real life and
in the context of the novel; it is Dick's little characters, searching for
God's grace in a world of evil, working step by step in the face of perhaps
insurmountable odds, who are the brave ones.  Wegener and Tagomi have
nothing to gain and everything to lose by working against the system, but
they do it anyway.  All of the characters in CASTLE who stand up, in their
own private ways, are participating in this insight.  Dick's careful
characterizations of little people, people who are often petty and
contradictory, people who fail to communicate or are blind to the obvious,
people who talk like us ordinary slobs in unornamented prose and
ungrammatical fragments, yet at the same time people who do what they can
to break out of the system's constraints, these characterizations are the
bedrock of the novel for me.

(4)

With all this in mind, I think you should be able to understand what
happens at the climax of the novel.  There really is a climax, in spite of
Davidsen's impression that the novel 'just ends'.  Dick tried to prepare
the reader for the ending by playing off of his characters' feelings about
GRASSHOPPER.  Observe the results when Juliana Frink finally polishes off
GRASSHOPPER:

   At six-fifteen in the evening she finished the book.  I wonder
   if Joe got to the end of it? she wondered.  There's so much
   more in it than he understood.  What is it Abendsen wanted to
   say?  Nothing about his make-believe world.  Am I the only one
   who knows?  I'll bet I am; nobody else really understands
   GRASSHOPPER but me -- they just imagine they do.

   ...  He told us about our own world, she thought as she
   unlocked the door to her motel room.  This, what's around us
   now.  In the room, she again switched on the radio.  He wants
   us to see it for what it is.  And I do, and more so each moment.

By now it should be obvious that GRASSHOPPER is a stand-in for CASTLE
itself; the bulk of the comments about GRASSHOPPER in CASTLE are meant to
be applied to CASTLE as well, either directly or in irony.

(5)

And I'm going to make this all unspeakably obvious by copying out the
climactic moment of CASTLE, mainly so that you can see what I think the
climax actually is:

   Juliana said, 'Oracle, why did you write THE GRASSHOPPER LIES
   HEAVY?  What are we supposed to learn?'  ...

   She began throwing the coins ...

   'Sun at the top.  Tui at the bottom.  Empty in the center.'

   'Do you know what hexagram that is?' she said.  'Without using
   the chart?'

   'Yes,' Hawthorne [Abendsen] said.

   'It's Chung Fu,' Juliana said.  'Inner Truth.  I know without
   using the chart, too.  And I know what it means.'

   Raising his head, Hawthorne scrutinized her.  He had now an
   almost savage expression.  'It means, does it, that my book is
   true?'

   'Yes,' she said.

   With anger he said, 'Germany and Japan lost the war?'

   'Yes.'

Say what?  Germany and Japan lost the war??

Let's think about this a minute.  The subplot that deals with Wegener
revolves around a certain operation code-named Loewenzahn or Dandelion.
What are the consequences of Operation Dandelion?  Germany will attempt a
surprise nuclear strike against the Home Islands of Japan.  Japan knows of
the plot in advance and will attempt to counter it.  It seems not unlikely
that both Japan and Germany may be reduced to uninhabited plains of
radioactive glass in CASTLE's near future.  Millions of soldiers and
civilians will die in mutual attacks, apart from the nuclear annihilation.
The losers in the original war, the US and Britain, may survive.  (True,
some of the losers DON'T survive, the Nazis have already eradicated the
Jews and the Gypsies, and have almost completed a plan to murder the entire
population of the continent of Africa.)

I would argue that the big losers at the end of CASTLE are Germany and
Japan.  By winning the war, they also lost it.  I believe the technical
term for this is a 'Pyrrhic victory'.

Let's move this discussion up a level.  In CASTLE's world, the oracle says
that Germany and Japan lost the war.  By analogy with CASTLE (and by
remarks Dick himself made), we are supposed to conclude that CASTLE itself
was dictated by the oracle in our own world.  Surely Dick asked the I Ching
the same questions that Abendsen and Juliana asked it in CASTLE's world.
What did our oracle answer?  Who lost the war in our world?  Germany and
Japan rebuilt and became successful economic powerhouses.  The US and the
USSR became edgy nuclear superpowers; in a year or two, in the context of
the writing of CASTLE, the USSR will attempt to plant nuclear missiles in
Cuba.  Although our world eventually stepped back a little ways from the
brink, who really did fare better after the war, the US or its analogue in
CASTLE, Japan?  The US certainly did nothing to justify the rosy picture
painted of us in GRASSHOPPER when we 'won' the war in that universe.  Like
I said, think about it.

(6)

There are other level-crossing ironies in CASTLE; the most interesting of
these involves the distinction between wu and wabi.  These two contrasting
qualities describe the aesthetic appeal of an object.  Wabi refers to
craft, the skill of the artist; wu... well, here's Dick:

   'It does not have wabi,' Paul said, 'nor could it ever.  But
   --'  He touched the pin [brooch] with his nail.  'Robert, this
   object has wu.'

   'I believe you are right,' Childan said, trying to recall what
   wu was.  It was not a Japanese word -- it was Chinese.  Wisdom,
   he decided.  Or comprehension.  Anyhow, it was highly good.

   'The hands of the artificer,' Paul said, 'had wu, and allowed
   that wu to flow into this piece.  Possibly he himself knows
   only that this piece satisfies.  It is complete, Robert.  By
   contemplating it, we gain more wu ourselves.  We experience the
   tranquillity associated not with art but with holy things.  ...
   One experiences awareness of wu in such trash as an old stick,
   or a rusty beer can by the side of the road.  However, in those
   cases, the wu is within the viewer.  It is a religious
   experience.  Here, an artificer has put wu into the object,
   rather than merely witnessed the wu inherent in it.'  He
   glanced up.  'Am I making myself clear?'

Dick is clearly on the side of wu; wu is the quality of the little
characters who act on their own inspiration, while wabi is the quality of
the powerful characters who control the plot.  On the other hand, the novel
itself positively reeks of wabi; the recursive universes, the
self-referential ironies, the details of alternate history, all are signs
of craft and intellectual effort.  In my view, the wu and the wabi of
CASTLE balance, generating a whole that is more than the sum of the parts.

(7)

As a postscript, I thought some of you might appreciate this little aside
on wu I found while glancing at Dick's novel VALIS just now:

   PARSIFAL is one of those corkscrew artifacts of culture in
   which you get the subjective sense that you've learned
   something from it, something valuable or even priceless; but on
   closer inspection you suddenly begin to scratch your head and
   say, 'Wait a minute.  This makes no sense.'  I can see Richard
   Wagner standing at the gates of heaven.  'You have to let me
   in,' he says.  'I wrote PARSIFAL.  It has to do with the Grail,
   Christ, suffering, pity and healing.  Right?'  And they
   answered, 'Well, we read it and it makes no sense.'  SLAM.
   Wagner is right and so are they.  It's another Chinese finger-
   trap.

VALIS itself is just this kind of Chinese finger-trap :-),

Donn Seeley
University of Utah CS Dept
+1 801 581 5668
donn@cs.utah.edu
utah-cs!donn

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
***********************

1,,
Summary-line:  6-Sep  overs-request@rutgers.edu  #SF-LOVERS Digest   V15 #306
Received: by elbereth.rutgers.edu (5.59/SMI4.0/RU1.4/3.08) 
	id AA09763; Thu, 6 Sep 90 09:16:04 EDT
Date: Thu, 6 Sep 90 09:16:04 EDT
Message-Id: <9009061316.AA09763@elbereth.rutgers.edu>
From: Saul Jaffe (The Moderator) <sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu>
Sender: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu
Errors-To: sf-lovers-errors@rutgers.edu
To: SFLOVERS-RECIPIENTS
Subject: SF-LOVERS Digest   V15 #306
Reply-To: SF-LOVERS@rutgers.edu

*** EOOH ***
Date: Thu, 6 Sep 90 09:16:04 EDT
From: Saul Jaffe (The Moderator) <sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu>
Sender: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu
To: SFLOVERS-RECIPIENTS
Subject: SF-LOVERS Digest   V15 #306
Reply-To: SF-LOVERS@rutgers.edu


SF-LOVERS Digest           Thursday, 6 Sep 1990       Volume 15 : Issue 306

Today's Topics:

	  Books - Langford (2 msgs) & Recommendations (2 msgs) &
                  Places in SF (11 msgs) & Requests (8 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 30 Aug 90 03:26:49 GMT
From: krj@convex.cl.msu.edu (Ken Josenhans)
Subject: Dave Langford (was re: 1990 Hugo Winners)

db@cs.ed.ac.uk (Dave Berry) writes:

>Or is this Dave Langford not the guy who wrote "The Space Eater", "The
>Third Millenium", "The Leaky Establishment"...

Since the subject came up, let me take this opportunity to recommend Dave
Langford's "The Leaky Establishment", which gave me the finest set of belly
laughs I'd had in years.  It's not really an SF novel; it's the tale of a
research physicist at a nuclear weapons lab who accidentally takes home a
warhead and has to figure out how to smuggle it back *IN* to the lab.

This delicious comedy was never published in the US.  The author complained
that US editors told him that it was too British so American readers will
have to resort to their sources for imported books.  But if you enjoy
British humor, I think you'll find the effort spent to hunt down a copy
worthwhile.

Ken Josenhans
BITNET:  13020KRJ@MSU
Internet: 13020KRJ@msu.edu 
UUCP: ...uunet!frith!krj
      ...{rutgers, ames}!mailrus!frith!krj

------------------------------

Date: 30 Aug 90 05:14:13 GMT
From: chuq@apple.com (Spot the Wonder Dog)
Subject: Re: Dave Langford (was re: 1990 Hugo Winners)

krj@convex.cl.msu.edu (Ken Josenhans) writes:
>Since the subject came up, let me take this opportunity to recommend

Add to this his book "the Dragonhiker's Guide to Battlefield Covenant at
Dune's Edge: Odyssey Two" (Drunken Dragon Press, UK). It is, as you might
guess, a book of parodies of SF. it is "roll off the bed and land on the
floor laughing" good. He takes on Ellison, Anthony, Asimov, Lewis Carroll,
Frank Herbert, Moorcock, Doc Smith and many more. One he does NOT take on
is L. Ron Hubbard, because he points out that it's impossible to parody
self-parody.

How to find it? I bought my copy off the Serconia press folks at Westercon.
Worth every penny. Something to scrounge the specialty shops and
conventions for.

Chuq Von Rospach
chuq@apple.com

------------------------------

Date: 24 Aug 90 13:21:02 GMT
From: csusac!potter@csufres.csufresno.edu (david potter)
Subject: Piper / History

Sheryl D. Chapin writes:
> If I like Piper's stuff, really appreciate his grasp of history (that's
> what my degree, and interest, is in), who else might I want to read?
> I've already gone through the direct Piper off-shoots (Carr, et al.), and
> have tried out some of the obvious choices (Pournelle, who is
> underwhelming).  Where can I go if I want that Piper flavor?  As you can
> tell, I've been reading sf for a good amount of time, and I've been
> looking to answer this question for just about as long, to no avail.
> Anyone got any suggestions?

Try L. Neil Smith's "Confederacy" novels (not to mention "HENRY MARTYN!")
and then take a look at "Simon Hawke"'s "Time Wars" books.  Smith was
working on a degree in history when he dropped out to be a gunsmith/SF
writer, and "Simon Hawke" has a genuine love of history and a propensity
for halfway decent research.
 
I found L. Neil Smith's first few "Confederacy" novels an absolute hoot;
hadn't had so much fun reading SF in years.  (Try "THE PROBABILITY BROACH,"
"THE NAGASAKI VECTOR," and "THE VENUS BELT," for example.)  One of my great
regrets is that Heinlein and Piper didn't live to read them; I'm sure they
would have approved.
 
There was a brief series of novels about a sort of time commando published
by Ace in the sixties; I *believe*, but am not sure, that the writer's name
was Larry Maddock, and the only title I can remember was "THE EMERALD
ELEPHANT GAMBIT."  As I recall, the first few were a bit restricted, since
Ace tended to chop and hack on novels in those days, but the last one in
the series was a much thicker book, and had more room for the use of the
historical research the man had done.

There are about a half dozen of L. Neil Smith's "CONFEDERACY" novels out
(all from Del Rey /Ballantine) and about a dozen of the "Simon Hawke" "TIME
WARS" books, all from Ace.
 
L. Neil Smith has done a remarkable bit of work in designing his
Confederacy time-line, and I found it extremely entertaining.  He puts in
more veiled references and just a richness of detail than you'll notice,
the first reading or two.  (A hurried note: Never buy *ANY*thing with L.
Neil Smith's name on it, and the name "Calrissian" in the title.  I think
he types those with his feet, while drunk and watching old movies on TV.)

My particular favorite in the "Hawke" series is "THE KHYBER CONNECTION,"
which successfully composites "GUNGA DIN," a brief history of the Khyber
war, the biography of Winston Churchill, and a fairly decent SF story.
 
Both L. Neil Smith and "Simon Hawke" are remarkable for being able to toss
everything, *including* the kitchen sink, into a book and then pull it off
as a readable, enjoyable work.
 
Smith has apparently stopped writing "Confederacy" novels, which is
probably good, because the milieu was so open-ended that it sort of got
away from him; I hope he'll knock out another one or two, in a few years,
when he's had time to relax a bit.
 
Hawke's series got away from him, as well, when he introduced some rather
protean bad guys who simply couldn't be controlled.  It appears he may have
the series plotline back under control, now.
  
Lastly, a one-shot book, unrelated to these others: look for James P.
Hogan's "THE PROTEUS OPERATION."  It's far more contemporary, in that
several of the characters in the book are still alive.  (He got their
permission to use their names!)  It deals with a military mission to alter
the outcome of WW II.

------------------------------

Date: 3 Sep 90 19:50:00 GMT
From: FEENEYA@carleton.edu (JABBERWOCKY)
Subject: RE: A question about reference books for SF movies and television.

The best that I've come across is The Science Fiction Image, edited by Gene
Wright.  Published by Facts on File, 460 Park Ave. South, NY NY 10016.
It's more thn adequate for finding most films pre 1983 (publishing date).
One of its better features is a good general encyclopedic listing.  For
example, if you remember that the film was about vampires, but not much
else, the heading under Vampire will list a good handful of vampire films.
There's also a generous assortment of photographs (b/w).

   If you want a general science fiction encyclopedia, the best
(relatively) recent one is James Gunn's (ed.) New Encyclopedia of Science
Fiction, published in 1988 by Viking Penguin.  Mr. Gunn is one of the
best-known sf writer-scholars living today, and his articles are always
thoughtful.  He's assembled what resembles a Who's Who of contributing
authors, and the final result is excellent.  Its scope is mostly literary;
only the television shows and movies that have had an effect on the
literature are included.

   Frank Magill has edited a 5 volume series of essays about the most
influential sf books, published in 1879 by Salem Press.  This is quite well
written, and includes a fine bibliography, but is aimed at the scholar,
rather than the general reader.

Ann Feeney
FEENEYA@Carleton.edu

------------------------------

Date: 31 Aug 90 23:12:06 GMT
From: whit@milton.u.washington.edu (John Whitmore)
Subject: Re: Iceland in SF

danac@sgi.com (Dana Crom) writes:
>I believe that the Garrett story was "Frost and Fire", though my copy is
>at home.

   "Frost and Thunder" is anthologized in _The Best of Randall Garrett, and
first appeared in Asimov's, in summer 1979.

------------------------------

Date: 3 Sep 90 19:52:03 GMT
From: rune.johansen%odin.re.nta.uninett@nac.no (Rune Henning Johansen)
Subject: Re: Iceland in SF

>Do you remember any instances of Iceland or Reykjavik being mentioned in a
>SF story ?

"The Man Who Came Early" by Poul Anderson was first printed in "Magazine of
Science Fiction", 1956. Both Iceland and Reykjavik are mentioned.

------------------------------

Date: 5 Sep 90 00:07:00 GMT
From: RDBROWN@ualr.bitnet
Subject: More places in SF

As long as we're enjoying this thread on finding certain places in SF
works, let's try another.

Does anybody remember ever seeing mention of the state of Arkansas in any
science-fiction or fantasy works?

------------------------------

Date: 5 Sep 90 00:16:10 GMT
From: cain@ics.uci.edu (Timothy Douglas Cain)
Subject: Re: More places in SF

RDBROWN@ualr.BITNET writes:
>Does anybody remember ever seeing mention of the state of Arkansas in any
>science-fiction or fantasy works?

I'm pretty sure Arkansas is mentioned in "Lucifer's Hammer" or "Footfall",
two novels co-authored by Larry Niven. But then again, most of the states
were mentioned somewhere along in the story.

Last month I had just finished reading Brin's "Startide Rising" (which I
read directly because of the praise it received here) when I drove down to
San Diego along the 5. As I passed Calafia Ave, I began to wonder. I
checked the author's bio and sure enough, Brin has lived in San Diego (and
possibly still does). For those of you who haven't read the book, Calafia
is a planet owned by humans and dolphins.

Timothy D. Cain
Department of Information and Computer Science
UC Irvine
cain@ics.uci.edu

------------------------------

Date: 5 Sep 90 02:39:36 GMT
From: yarnot@csusac.ecs.csus.edu (Jan Yarnot)
Subject: Re: More places in SF

RDBROWN@ualr.BITNET writes:
>Does anybody remember ever seeing mention of the state of Arkansas in any
>science-fiction or fantasy works?

As the song "Arkansas" (from Big River) rings through my head, and as I
struggle to *forget* the two years we spent in Blah, uh, excuse me,
BLYTHEville:  Suzanne Hayden Elgin's "Ozark Trilogy"???

Jan Yarnot

------------------------------

Date: 5 Sep 90 08:24:26 GMT
From: mwilson@crash.cts.com (Marc Wilson)
Subject: Re: More places in SF

RDBROWN@ualr.BITNET writes:
>Does anybody remember ever seeing mention of the state of Arkansas in
>anyscience-fiction or fantasy works?

   In Heinlein's Future History, Andy Libby (Andrew Jackson Libby) was born
and raised in Arkansas.

Marc Wilson
...!crash!mwilson@nosc.mil
...!crash!pnet01!pro-sol!mwilson@nosc.mil
[ cbosgd | hp-sdd!hplabs | sdcsvax | nosc ]!crash!mwilson
mwilson@crash.CTS.COM

------------------------------

Date: 5 Sep 90 15:17:10 GMT
From: goun@ddif.enet.dec.com ("Roger H. Goun  05-Sep-1990 1119")
Subject: Re: Iceland in SF

> I think I can remember two cases - a spaceship called "Reykjavik", which
> was the first one to make contact with aliens, and something called "The
> Reykjavik Treaty", although I have forgotten the names of the stories and
> the authors in both cases.

I seem to recall that the Treaty of Reykjavik figures in Joe Haldeman's
story ``To Howard Hughes: A Modest Proposal,'' which appears in his
brilliant collection INFINITE DREAMS.

Roger H. Goun
Digital Equipment Corporation
110 Spit Brook Road, ZKO2-2/O23
Nashua, NH 03062 USA
+1 603 881 0022
...!decwrl!ddif.enet!goun
goun@ddif.enet.dec.com
goun%ddif.enet@decwrl.dec.com

------------------------------

Date: 5 Sep 90 17:09:23 GMT
From: obrien@aerospace.aero.org (Mike O'Brien)
Subject: Iceland in SF

   In one of the best of the Doctor Who productions, "The Talons of
Weng-Chiang", the chief baddie (*SPOILER*) turned out to be one Magnus
Greel, a mucky-muck in the "Icelandic Empire" of the 26th Century or so.
The Doctor professed to have been present during the "final march on
Reykjavik" which ended the Empire.  (Greel invented a form of time travel
and escaped.)

Mike O'Brien

------------------------------

Date: 5 Sep 90 16:01:31 GMT
From: whh@pacbell.com (Wilson Heydt)
Subject: Re: More places in SF

cain@ics.uci.edu (Timothy Douglas Cain) writes:
>Last month I had just finished reading Brin's "Startide Rising" (which I
>read directly because of the praise it received here) when I drove down to
>San Diego along the 5. As I passed Calafia Ave, I began to wonder. I
>checked the author's bio and sure enough, Brin has lived in San Diego (and
>possibly still does). For those of you who haven't read the book, Calafia
>is a planet owned by humans and dolphins.

There are several other possible sources for using the name.  California
was named after the island of "Calafia" which appeared in a work of
fiction.  (If memory serves, the author was Spanish.)  Because of that
source, the SCA group in San Diego was named the Barony of Calafia.

One would presume that Brin is familiar with the historic connection.

By the way, how did you like the book?

Hal Heydt
Analyst, Pacific*Bell
415-823-5447         
whh@pbhya.PacBell.COM

------------------------------

Date: 5 Sep 90 18:46:23 GMT
From: lew@cbnewsd.att.com (lewis.h.mammel..jr)
Subject: Re: More places in SF

My favorite local reference is in Orson Welles' WAR_OF_THE_WORLDS radio
broadcast. He mentions that the Martian craft are passing over the Watchung
Mountains of New Jersey when they are bombed by the military. The Watchung
Mountains are a pair of ridges with a couple hundred feet elevation which
arc through north central New Jersey. Part of the old stomping grounds for
me.

Lew Mammel, Jr.

------------------------------

Date: 5 Sep 90 23:42:40 GMT
From: conib@gvgpvd.gvg.tek.com (Coni Britten)
Subject: Re: More places in SF

cain@ics.uci.edu (Timothy Douglas Cain) writes:
>Last month I had just finished reading Brin's "Startide Rising" (which I
>read directly because of the praise it received here) when I drove down to
>San Diego along the 5. As I passed Calafia Ave, I began to wonder. I
>checked the author's bio and sure enough, Brin has lived in San Diego (and
>possibly still does). For those of you who haven't read the book, Calafia
>is a planet owned by humans and dolphins.

Mythically speaking, "Calafia" is the queen of the city of gold "El
Dorado"; the state of California is named for her!

Coni Britten
conib@gvgpvd.GVG.TEK.COM
...ucbvax!tektronix!gvgpsa!gvgpvd!conib

------------------------------

Date: 31 Aug 90 22:57:47 GMT
From: browns@iccgcc.decnet.ab.com (Stan Brown, Oak Road Systems)
Subject: Name this story? (Re: Propellor Beanies)

ward@tsnews.Convergent.COM (Ward Griffiths) writes:
>browns@iccgcc.decnet.ab.com (Stan Brown) writes:
>> Oh, just remembered.  There was a science-fiction story about a time
>> when the SF fans were running things, and the President of the U.S. had
>> a propellor beanie as part of the official fan "uniform".  That might
>> help.
>
> What was the story?  I've run across rumours of it, but never found a
> copy.

Can anyone help?  I remember reading the story in paperback, on crumbly
paper.  MIt was probably 50's or early sixties.  The slogan in the
story but, I don't think it WAS the title, was "Fandom is a way of life."

Thanks in advance.

Stan Brown
Oak Road Systems
Cleveland, Ohio, U.S.A.
(216) 371-0043

------------------------------

Date: 2 Sep 90 18:01:49 GMT
From: cbar46@vaxa.strath.ac.uk
Subject: Jack Vance Advice

Can anybody recommend any SF (or other) writers who are similar in style to
Jack Vance? I like the way he pays such attention to detail in the
description of his worlds. I am reading Araminta Station at the moment.
Isn't it fantastic?

Graham McCann

------------------------------

Date: 3 Sep 90 21:29:28 GMT
From: YOURAA%morekypr@pucc.princeton.edu
Subject: the series including "Orion's Sword"

   Hi there.  I'm wondering if you people can help me with this.  Years
ago, I read an anthology (from Ace Books???) called "Orion's Sword."  It
was a military/combat/etc. sort of anthology, and I understand that it was
part of a series.  Who was the publisher, and what are the other books in
the series?
   Thank you.

Al Yourkonis
YOURAA@MOREKYPR

------------------------------

Date: 4 Sep 90 19:21:38 GMT
From: HART@UIUCVMD ("Michael S. Hart")
Subject: Blaze Harker, Sam Harker, Longtermers and Shorttermers

Does anyone remember the book with these characters?
The last line was "Sam woke."

Also looking for a story about the "voidsuckers" who convince a playwright
to do a story about why a space voyage never finds a suitable landing
place.  (beautiful planets turn to hell as they approach)

Michael

------------------------------

Date: 5 Sep 90 13:52:59 GMT
From: ZAK@cu.nih.gov
Subject: Shared World?

What exactly, does "shared world" mean?  I have an idea, but...

------------------------------

Date: 5 Sep 90 20:57:57 GMT
From: gary@cgdptah.ucar.edu (Gary Strand)
Subject: Alternate Histories list?

Is there a list out there of books that present "alternate histories"? I'm
thinking of books like "Hitler Victorious", "What Might Have Been", "Moon
of Ice" and "Clash of Eagles" being on this list.

I'm most interested in books that present a Nazi victory during WWII.

Thanks in advance.

Gary Strand
strandwg@ncar.ucar.edu

------------------------------

Date: 5 Sep 90 17:36:34 GMT
From: kayuucee@cvl.umd.edu (Kenneth W. Crist Jr.)
Subject: "Modern" Fantasy

   I'm looking for suggestions for books that I think of as "modern"
fantasy. These are books where the story is in "our" world, but magic and
magical creatures are present. This is different from books where people
from here and now enter fantasy worlds. Examples would be:

   POINT MAN - Stephen Englehart
   DOMINION - Fred Saberhagen
   KNIGHT LIFE - Peter David

Any help would be appreciated.

Ken Crist
kayuucee@cvl.umd.edu

------------------------------

Date: 5 Sep 90 18:32:08 GMT
From: kayuucee@cvl.umd.edu (Kenneth W. Crist Jr.)
Subject: Private Detecive in Fantasy World

   I'm looking for the titles and author of a series about a Sam Spade-type
private eye who is transported to a fantasy world to solve a murder. Help
on this would be appreciated.

Ken Crist
kayuucee@cvl.umd.edu

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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		  Books - Abbey & Adams (4 msgs) & Brin &
                          Chalker (3 msgs) & Dahl & Heinlein &
                          Request Answers (4 msgs) & 
                          Alternate Histories (2 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 2 Sep 90 01:07:46 GMT
From: rsoft!mindlink!a710@van-bc.wimsey.bc.ca (Crawford Kilian)
Subject: Best SF Novel of 1990?

Almost by accident, I've run across a novel that deserves serious attention
by all SF readers.  It's THE LAST WHALES, by Lloyd Abbey, published in
hardback by a firm called Grove & Weidenfeld or something of the sort.
This seems to be Abbey's first novel, but it's a very accomplished work
that succeeds on several levels:

1.  It's a first-rate hard-science novel, with the science in this case
being cetology.  Abbey has done his homework.

2.  It's a first-rate alien-psychology novel, with the aliens being several
species of whales.  We really get into their minds, and come to understand
them although their thoughts are very different from ours.

3.  It's an epic disaster novel, in which we witness a nuclear war, nuclear
winter, and the collapse of the ozone layer - from the whales' viewpoint.
This is a salutary angle, since it reminds us that the end of the world
will be more than our own demise.  (I might add that Abbey throws in a
surge of the Antarctic ice sheet, and does it rather better than I did in
Icequake back in the '70s.)

4. The Last Whales is also a family saga, in which we follow several
generations, especially a family of blue whales.  The time period is
roughly the beginning of the 20th century to the end of the 21st, with most
of the story occurring sometime in our near future.

5.  Technically the book pulls of a neat stunt: it has virtually no
dialogue, apart from a couple of lines overheard by a dolphin near a
fishing boat.  Yet Abbey's continuous expository narrative carries enormous
dramatic power; this is a page-turner.

6.  Be prepared for some very unpleasant violence.  Life for whales isn't
easy.  You will never feel sentimental again about Orcas.  We also get
considerable cetacean sex, which should induce a becoming humility in all
human readers no matter how accomplished they consider themselves in this
activity.

Abbey is a Canadian, apparently living here in Vancouver but without a
phone number; he has no connections I know of to the SF world, but his
novel deserves consideration for every prize going.  It's enough to give
you hope for the whole genre.

------------------------------

Date: 4 Sep 90 18:17:29 GMT
From: MFDICK01%ULKYVM@pucc.princeton.edu (Mark Dickson)
Subject: Adams' Horseclans series

A friend of mine has been racking his brain trying to remember the titles
in Robert Adams' Horseclans series. We are fairly sure of the 13 or so
titles between 1975 and 1985, but is there anyone who can offer a
comprehensive list?

Mark Dickson
University of Louisville
mfdick01@ulkyvm.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 4 Sep 90 19:37:53 GMT
From: sksircar@phoenix.princeton.edu (Subrata Sircar)
Subject: Re: Adams' Horseclans series

MFDICK01%ULKYVM@PUCC.PRINCETON.EDU (Mark Dickson) writes:
>A friend of mine has been racking his brain trying to remember the titles
>in Robert Adams' Horseclans series. We are fairly sure of the 13 or so
>titles between 1975 and 1985, but is there anyone who can offer a
>comprehensive list?

I think the last two were:

Madman's Army
The Clan of the Cats

along with two anthologies of Horseclans stories written by other authors.

Anthologies:
Friends of the Horseclans
Friends of the Horseclans II

Subrata Sircar
sksircar@phoenix.princeton.edu

------------------------------

Date: 4 Sep 90 19:33:19 GMT
From: jcmorris@mwunix.mitre.org (Joe Morris)
Subject: Re: Adams' Horseclans series

Speaking of which, does anyone know if someone will be writing additional
stories to continue the Horseclans series?

Somewhere I remember reading that Adams had several additional books he
wanted to write to pick up the loose ends he left around (for example,
Geros' career between the end of _The_Silver_Cat_ and the opening of
_The_Patrimony_).

The two "Friends of the Horseclans" collections prove that other writers
can produce excellent Horseclans stories, especially since they don't spend
half the text in an anti-tax diatribe.  The long time line in the existing
stories offers numerous opportunities for an enterprising author.

------------------------------

Date: 5 Sep 90 05:02:31 GMT
From: nesscm@mentor.cc.purdue.edu (Chris Ness)
Subject: Re: Adams' Horseclans series

jcmorris@mwunix.mitre.org (Joe Morris) writes:
>Speaking of which, does anyone know if someone will be writing additional
>stories to continue the Horseclans series?

Speaking of Adams, is there going to be anyone to finish off his "Castaways
In Time" series?  The last one of the series I have read, _Of Beginnings
and Endings_, points out many obvious paths for the characters to follow,
but leaves everything in the air.

Christopher Ness
nesscm@mentor.cc.purdue.edu

------------------------------

Date: 5 Sep 90 18:11:08 GMT
From: cain@ics.uci.edu (Timothy Douglas Cain)
Subject: Brin's Uplift series (was Re: More places in SF)

>By the way, how did you like the book?

I read the whole Uplift series, and I found "Startide Rising" and "The
Uplift War" both to be excellent books. I particularly liked the thinking
patterns and speech mannerisms that Brin gives the non-human races. It
makes them seem less like funny-looking humans and more like aliens.

I usually do not like stories which mention aliens or gadgets that they do
not explain at all, but Brin's books are already long enough that I don't
mind not being given an explanation of hyperspace levels A through D,
probability drives, or psychic powers. However, sometimes I has a hard time
picturing some of the races. What does a Thenannin look like, for instance?

When Brin does give details, I am fascinated. His ideas are classic but
still seem original, such as a million-year-old Library, hundreds
(thousands?) of intelligent races, a lost Precursor race, separate
hydrogen-breathing civilizations, etc. These ideas are too grandiose to
describe in anything but snippets.

I read "Sundiver", too, and it certainly is the weakest of the three, IMHO.
I enjoyed it, but I am not sure it makes a good introduction to the Uplift
saga. It's more of a detective story set in space.  Well-written, of
course, but not my cup of tea.

Next on the shelf, PKD's "The Man in the High Castle". It has received such
praise here... :-)

Timothy D. Cain
Department of Information and Computer Science
UC Irvine
cain@ics.uci.edu

------------------------------

Date: 4 Sep 90 16:01:04 GMT
From: hennebry@plains.nodak.edu (Michael J. Hennebry)
Subject: fat, slow, blind, stupid, sex addicted females

>Now if you want to talk about female degradation, read some Jack Chalker.
>He seems to have a fascination with fat, slow, blind, stupid, sex addicted
>females. _Flux and Anchor_ as a point is case.

Huh? Have you any other cases to point at? I don't remember any from The
Lords of the Diamond, And the Devil Will Drag You Under, and the Well World
Series. I only read the first of the Flux and Anchor series and don't
remember any fsbssaf in it either.

Mike
hennebry@plains.NoDak.edu      

------------------------------

Date: 5 Sep 90 04:51:32 GMT
From: biar!trebor@uunet.uu.net (Robert J Woodhead)
Subject: Re: fat, slow, blind, stupid, sex addicted females

hennebry@plains.NoDak.edu (Michael J. Hennebry) writes:
>Huh? Have you any other cases to point at? I don't remember any from The
>Lords of the Diamond, And the Devil Will Drag You Under, and the Well
>World Series. I only read the first of the Flux and Anchor series and
>don't remember any fsbssaf in it either.

All earlier works, it would be noted.  Chalker can be a good writer when he
wants to be, but the last several series of his (Flux & Anchor,
Changewinds, Dancing Gods) have all had mind control/domination as central
themes.  IMHO he's suffering from Morcockosis, the major symptom of which
is writing the same book 30 times or so.

It's a pity, really, because 1) he can write and 2) he has written the
absolutely definitive SF book on mind control, "The Identity Matrix," which
is out and out chilling in it's implications.  As someone who values his
mind quite highly, the implications of a technology that could modify
memory/emotions/etc is horrifying because if someone had that technology
and used it on you, _you_would_never_know_it_had_ been_done.

This is the stuff nightmares are made of and that shows that Jack can write
with the best of them when he choses to which he doesn't.  Pity.

Robert J Woodhead
Biar Games, Inc.
!uunet!biar!trebor 
trebor@biar.UUCP 

------------------------------

Date: 5 Sep 90 16:01:12 GMT
From: jbb@mvaxcs1.cse.nau.edu (Jon Bonnell)
Subject: Re: fat, slow, blind, stupid, sex addicted females

hennebry@plains.NoDak.edu (Michael J. Hennebry) writes:
>Huh? Have you any other cases to point at? I don't remember any from The
>Lords of the Diamond, And the Devil Will Drag You Under, and the Well
>World Series. I only read the first of the Flux and Anchor series and
>don't remember any fsbssaf in it either.

Well, let's see.. Other Chalker Books...
    Changewinds Saga, God, Inc., Downtiming the Nightside

There are more books that deal with the FSBSSAF in one stage or another.
Chalker is notorious for taking characters and breaking them so extreme
into the FSBSSAF catagory that it gets painful to read more books with the
same trend.

Jon Bonnell
jbb@mvaxcs1.cse.nau.edu

------------------------------

Date: 5 Sep 90 01:44:29 GMT
From: DRUCKER@dickinsn.bitnet ("Drucker, Thomas")
Subject: Dahl

   The bibliography for Roald Dahl prompts me to wonder about the extent of
the reaction to his statements about the Mideast.  He is resoundingly anti-
Zionist and his statements sometimes move over the line into anti-Semitism.
As a result, some bookstores (especially children's ones) have announced
their intention to remove his books from their shelves.  Since none of his
books that I have read seem to be tinged with anti-Semitism, the boycott is
close to censorship.  On the other hand, I have not seen much first-hand
evidence of the boycott outside the media.  Has anyone found difficulty in
finding Dahl?  

Thomas Drucker
DRUCKER@DICKINSN.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 1 Sep 90 00:53:54 GMT
From: braun-eric@cs.yale.edu (Eric E. Braun)
Subject: Re: New Heinlein book

GRUMBLES FROM THE GRAVE was planned by Heinlein to be a sort of insurance
policy money-maker for Virginia after his death.  The title and which
letters chosen to be included are his choice.  If you don't want to shell
out the bucks for the hardcover, the paperback should be out in a few
months.

------------------------------

Date: 1 Sep 90 05:45:50 GMT
From: csusac!potter@csufres.csufresno.edu (david potter)
Subject: Beanies and Presidents

Stan Brown asks:
>>> Oh, just remembered.  There was a science-fiction story about a time
>>> when the SF fans were running things, and the President of the U.S. had
>>> a propellor beanie as part of the official fan "uniform".  That might
>>> help.
>> 
>> What was the story?  I've run across rumours of it, but never found a
>> copy.
> 
> Can anyone help?  I remember reading the story in paperback, on crumbly
> paper.  MIt was probably 50's or early sixties.  The slogan in the
> story, but I don't think it WAS the title, was "Fandom is a way of life."

Try "FANDOM IS A WAY OF LIFE," by Jerome Bixby.  It's been re-printed in a
number of short story collections.  (I could be wrong on this; it's been
about 35 years since I saw a copy of it.  But I *think* it's in a Bixby
collection called "SPACE BY THE TALE."  Just don't quote me.)  Been a
*long* time since I saw it.
 
The story, as I recall it, deals with an after-the-holocaust civilization
based on SF fandom; following the breakdown of civilization, only the fans
and their mimeograph machines could provide the communications network
needed to restart a technical, political worldwide civilization.  I seem to
remember that the viewpoint character has the underpinnings of his
existence knocked out when he reads a copy of Moskowitz' book on the
history of fandom.

------------------------------

Date: 3 Sep 90 23:11:32 GMT
From: parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu
Subject: Re: the series including "Orion's Sword"

YOURAA%morekypr@PUCC.PRINCETON.EDU writes:
>Hi there.  I'm wondering if you people can help me with this.  Years ago,
>I read an anthology (from Ace Books???) called "Orion's Sword."  It was a
>military/combat/etc. sort of anthology, and I understand that it was part
>of a series.  Who was the publisher, and what are the other books in the
>series?

Ace put those out, they were "the Future at War" series:
   Thor's Hammer
   The Spear of Mars
   Orion's Sword
The editor was Reginald Bretnor.

I only have _The Spear of Mars_ which came out in 1980.  Great stuff.
_Thor's Hammer_ dealt with war on Earth and in near space, _The Spear of
Mars_ with mostly invasions of Earth and war within the Solar system,
_Orion's Sword_ with warfare between stars and galaxies.

Gregg Parmentier
parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu

------------------------------

Date: 4 Sep 90 00:07:59 GMT
From: cerebus@bucsf.bu.edu (Tim Miller)
Subject: Re: the series including "Orion's Sword"

parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu said:
> Ace put those out, they were "the Future at War" series:
>    Thor's Hammer
>    The Spear of Mars
>    Orion's Sword
> The editor was Reginald Bretnor.
>
> I only have _The Spear of Mars_ which came out in 1980.  Great stuff.
> _Thor's Hammer_ dealt with war on Earth and in near space,_The Spear of
> Mars_ with mostly invasions of Earth and war within the Solar system,
> _Orion's Sword_ with warfare between stars and galaxies.

   As I remember, the stories/articles in both volumes I've read were
decent -> good.  Nothing really stood out as *great* with the exception of
one story in _Thor's Hammer_ called, I believe, "Standing Down".  It was
based on the idea that a good fighting force is useless in peacetime, so
the soldiers were placed in suspended animation.  Saved a bunch in training
costs; your warriors never lost their edge.  The problems begin when
society decides they don't need soldiers anymore.

Timothy J. Miller
cerebus@bucsf.bu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 4 Sep 90 20:37:33 GMT
From: howell@bert.llnl.gov (Louis Howell)
Subject: Re: Blaze Harker, Sam Harker, Longtermers and Shorttermers

HART@UIUCVMD ("Michael S. Hart") writes:
> Also looking for a story about the "voidsuckers" who convince a
> playwright to do a story about why a space voyage never finds a suitable
> landing place. (beautiful planets turn to hell as they approach)

Norman Spinrad's "Riding the Torch".  It's about novella length, but has
appeared at least once as a very short trade paperback liberally padded
with illustrations.

This is one of the few Spinrad books I would recommend even to a hard-sf
enthusiast.  The general premise is that war has destroyed all human life
on Earth, and a few asteroid miners abandon the solar system and set off in
generation starships looking for a place to live.  The events of the story
occur several hundred years later.  During this time new ships have been
built and the Trek has expanded into a stable and prosperous society.
Dozens of star systems have been examined, with no sign of a habitable
planet.  The society has finally begun to wean itself away from the
assumption that it will someday find a world to live on, which had been an
almost religious obsession up to that time.

It's one of those "Makes you want to stand up and cheer" kind of books.
I'm convinced it would be more widely read if only it weren't just the
wrong length - too long to collect, almost too short to print by itself.
How many great pieces of literature have been either lost and forgotten, or
else padded into flabby pseudo-novels, because they were the wrong length?
This is one of my biggest hopes for electronic publishing, that it will
reduce the importance of arbitrary length restrictions, as well as
eliminating the horrors of "out of print".

Louis Howell

------------------------------

Date: 6 Sep 90 00:17:48 GMT
From: maune@warwick.ac.uk (Mac)
Subject: Re: Alternate Histories list?

I don't have a list, but I would highly recommend 'Elleander Morning' by
Jerry Yulsman as an addition. Hitler doesn't win, he is assassinated by a
time-traveller from our history. Definitely worth reading.

Colin A. McDonald
maune@uk.ac.warwick.cu
ibsrcam@uk.ac.brunel.cc

------------------------------

Date: 6 Sep 90 04:35:07 GMT
From: danielce@ecr.mu.oz.au (Daniel Ake CAROSONE)
Subject: Re: Alternate Histories list?

In a short story, the name of which escapes me, in the collection "The
River of Time", David Brin spins a really different kind of alternate
reality around the entire Nazi phenomenon. It looks at a novel an different
reason as to why the Nazi's did what they did. Very definitely worth a
read.

Others who have read it: was it the title story? I know that the title
story was the last in the book, but I remember this story being near the
middle. Is my memory mungled? What was the title? If not TRoT, what was
that story about? (one line pointer should be enough, please email)

Daniel Carosone
danielce@ecr.mu.oz.au  
uunet!munnari.oz.au!gondwana!danielce

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	       Books - Benford & King & Pratchett (2 msgs) &
                       Vardeman & Tadd Williams (2 msgs) &
                       Zelazny (2 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 26 Aug 90 15:12:37 GMT
From: John.Darnell@nss.fidonet.org (John Darnell)
Subject: Re: Beyond the Fall of Night.

   I regret to say that I must agree with you on BEYOND THE FALL OF NIGHT.
I thoroughly enjoyed re-reading Agianst the Fall of Night, but when I
turned the page, I found myself a stranger to the new story.  The sense of
wonder that was the hallmark of the first story (to which you alluded) was
simply gone.  In fact, Benford's style is almost brutish compared to the
gentle weave of the story under Clarke's hand.  I found the conclusion
completely unsatisfactory, and, after reading the book, I was sorry for the
money wasted.

    I have been finding that I do not particularly enjoy Benford's books.
He somehow manages to cloak his stories in darkness.  His heroes are
usually detestable in some fashion, and he adds artificialities here and
there that are not always believable, simply to twist the plot.  Though I
think he has the potential for being a good writer (TIMESCAPE was pretty
decent), the last two of his works that I have read (GREAT SKY RIVER and
BTFON) have left me disappointed enough to shy away from future works of
his.

John Darnell
UUCP: ...!pitt!nss!John.Darnell
INTERNET: John.Darnell@nss.FIDONET.ORG

------------------------------

Date: 3 Sep 90 04:22:12 GMT
From: boyajian@ruby.dec.com (Cisco's Buddy)
Subject: Re: Author Lists: Stephen King

JWenn.ESAE@XEROX.COM writes:
>My favorite Stephen King work is "The Mist", a truly scary novella.

Nit: "The Mist" is not a novella. Though it first appeared as a
contribution to the anthology DARK FORCES, and later as part of the
collection SKELETON CREW, it is long enough to considered a full-length
novel. Two of the stories in DIFFERENT SEASONS ("Apt Pupil" and "The Body")
are likewise full-length novels and not novellas. They just aren't
"full-length" relative to what King normally writes.

> movie == Novelization of a movie script.
[...]
> Silver Bullet [1985] [C] [includes "Cycle of the Werewolf"] [movie]

SILVER BULLET is not a novelization of a movie script. It is the movie
script itself, coupled together with "Cycle of the Werewolf", the novelette
upon which it's based.

>    Stephen King [1981] [O]
>        The Shining [1977]
>        'Salem's Lot [1975]
>        Night Shift [1978] [C]
>        Carrie [1974]

Note that only the first edition of this omnibus includes all four books.
Later editions leave out one of the them - I think NIGHT SHIFT.

>    In Series:
>        The Dark Tower: The Gunslinger [1982] [C]
>        The Dark Tower II: The Drawing of the Three [1987]

It should be mentioned that these are the only ones specified as being part
of a series, but most of King's books are part of an interconnected
"universe". Most contain references to places or events from others.

 --- jayembee (Jerry Boyajian)
UUCP:	...!decwrl!ruby.enet.dec.com!boyajian
ARPA:	boyajian%ruby.DEC@DECWRL.DEC.COM

------------------------------

Date: 5 Sep 90 16:10:11 GMT
From: jjverkui@praxis.cs.ruu.nl (Hans Verkuil)
Subject: Forthcoming Terry Pratchett novels

When I attended the WorldCon, one of the more popular pro's was Terry
Pratchett. On Saturday he gave a talk and told the audience about his
forthcoming novels:

First of all: a new discworld story has been published (quite unexpectedly,
I knew nothing about it). It is available in hardcover and paperback. It is
different from the usual discworld novels because it is illustrated by Josh
Kirby (the size of the book is larger because of that). It is about 125
pages long. The title is 'Eric' and it is about the return of Rincewind and
the Luggage. As you remember: in 'Sourcery' Rincewind disappeared into a
kind of hell (I've forgotten the name). Now a teenager calls up a demon to
grant him 3 wishes, but instead he gets Rincewind. The 3 wishes are nothing
special: just to live forever, rule the world and meet the most beautiful
woman who ever lived. Of course, it doesn't quite go as planned...

The artwork by Josh Kirby is quite good, his illustrations have that
special "Discworld" flavour.  I've read it, and my advise is: BUY IT!!!
(BTW: it is a parody on Faust)

His next 'regular' Discworld novel is due in November 1990 in hardcover by
Victor Gollancz (UK) and it is called "Moving Pictures". It is a Hollywood
parody (the setting is, of course, "Holy Wood")

For those who missed it: a few months ago "Good Omens", written together
with Neil Gaiman, was published. It is a must for Pratchett fans: the
anti-Christ is born but inadvertently given to the wrong parents. Full of
hilarious situations and great jokes.

Other forthcoming novels: 
   Truckers should appear in paperback this month (by Corgi)
   Diggers is due May 1991 in paperback (also Corgi)
   Wings (last of the trilogy) just appeared in hardcover 
   Guards! Guards! is due November 1990 in paperback (Corgi)

Terry Pratchett is now writing a Discworld parody of Romeo and Juliet.  The
three witches from Wyrd Sisters are travelling through Discworld (Terry
Pratchett had a lot of 'travelling jokes' so he is using them in this
book).  However, Magrat Garlic has been impressed by "New Age"-like stuff
and wants to "find" herself, but you shouldn't say such things when Granny
Weatherwax is around.

Terry Pratchett also wants to write another novel that has Death as the
main character (Mort II), a novel about the Gods of Discworld and he wants
to introduce a magic radio station to Ankh-Morpork, complete with "cool"
DJ-jokes.

Well, this wraps it up for now. I hope this is of some use.

Hans Verkuil
Toendra 115
2904 TK  Capelle a/d IJssel
The Netherlands
Utrecht University
jjverkui@praxis.cs.ruu.nl

------------------------------

Date: 6 Sep 90 07:22:32 GMT
From: leo@duttnph.tudelft.nl (Leo Breebaart)
Subject: Re: Forthcoming Terry Pratchett novels

jjverkui@praxis.cs.ruu.nl (Hans Verkuil) writes:
>When I attended the WorldCon, one of the more popular pro's was Terry
>Pratchett. On Saturday he gave a talk and told the audience about his
>forthcoming novels:

I was also at that talk. Let me try to add the things that I remember which
you left out.

>First of all: a new discworld story has been published (quite
>unexpectedly, I knew nothing about it). 
>[...]
>The title is 'Eric' and it is about the return of Rincewind and the
>Luggage. 
>[...]
>I've read it, and my advise is: BUY IT!!!
>(BTW: it is a parody on Faust)

I do hope this novella will also eventually get published in a 'normal'
format. These extra-large books are 'difficult' to read.  The story is
cute, and as it really hinges on one central idea only I thought it was
very wise of Terry not to try and flesh it out into a novel. The novella
length fits the subject exactly.

>His next 'regular' Discworld novel is due in November 1990 in hardcover by
>Victor Gollancz (UK) and it is called "Moving Pictures". It is a Hollywood
>parody (the setting is, of course, "Holy Wood")

It was first going to be called 'Hooray for Holywood' but another humorous
book has been published in the meantime with almost that exact title
('Hooray for Helliwood'). Hence the title change.  This book will be about
a movie 'wonder dog', such as Lassie or Rin-tin-tin.  The problem here is
that this dog is *really* intelligent but unfortunately, nobody ever pays
any attention to him.

>For those who missed it: a few months ago "Good Omens", written together
>with Neil Gaiman, was published. It is a must for Pratchett fans: the
>anti-Christ is born but inadvertently given to the wrong parents. Full
>of hilarious situations and great jokes.

For the record: this is *not* a discworld novel, but it *does* feature
Death in a major role. I mean, what would the End of the World (which is of
course the event that follows shortly after the birth of the Anti-Christ)
be without the four Motorcyclists of the Apocalypse?  I have read this book
twice last week, and it is very good indeed, with lots of subtle jokes,
which you might not notice the first time through. Keep a watch out for any
Elvis Presley references, for instance!  Also a number of in-jokes which
you will probably never get if you are not in the know on, for example, the
lyrics of some particular Queen songs.

>Guards! Guards! is due November 1990 in paperback (Corgi, 3.99 pounds)

But of course everybody has already bought the hardcover. Right? Right!?
'Guards!' is a different kind of Discworld novel. It goes a bit easy on the
jokes (there are still many jokes, and they are still very good, there are
just not that *many* oneliners), but is quite heavy on the footnotes.  The
plot is better worked out than usual, and the pace is slower.  Or as Terry
put it in his talk: "The humour is not so much in the jokes and situations,
as in the characters themselves."  People may perhaps be disappointed in
this, but they really shouldn't be: the book is just as funny as the others
in a more quiet way, and I like it a lot better than, for example,
'Sourcery'.

>Terry Pratchett is now writing a Discworld parody of Romeo and Juliet.

Called: "Witches Abroad".

>However, Magrat Garlic has been impressed by "New Age"-like stuff and
>wants to "find" herself, but you shouldn't say such things when Granny
>Weatherwax is around.

Also, she refuses to be treated as a sex-symbol anymore.  I am very
interested to see how he is going to get the witches to travel.  He has
often pointed out in the first two witch-books that a true witch *loathes*
traveling.

>Terry Pratchett also wants to write another novel that has Death as the
>main character (Mort II)

No no no! What he said was: "[The publishers] are probably going to call
this 'Mort II' no matter what I do". His own working title is 'Reeperman'.
Also, I got the impression that he was already working on this one, not
just 'wanting to write it'.

He also mentioned that he had the complete idea for the plot and contents
of *yet another* discworld novel in his head, and that he only needed to
find some time to write it down.

Furthermore, he said that he probably wouldn't be doing much non-discworld
stuff any more, because the discworld gives him such a great setting to
write about almost anything he pleases.

Finally, my own pet peeve about this talk: just because the speaker is a
writer of humorous books, (and, may I add, a good speaker), is that any
reason for the audience to start asking 'funny' questions as well? (Funny
as in: supposed to be humorous). For some reason that really bugged me.  As
if they were trying to upstage the guy by letting everyone know "Hey, I can
come up with really cool discworld ideas too!".

Leo Breebaart
leo @ duttnph.tudelft.nl

------------------------------

Date: 3 Sep 90 04:11:31 GMT
From: boyajian@ruby.dec.com (Cisco's Buddy)
Subject: Re: Author Lists: Robert Vardeman

JWenn.ESAE@XEROX.COM writes:
>I've never read the guy, although he's seemed to have written bunches of
>stuff.

Even more than you list.

Anonymously, Vardeman has written at least eight of the "Nick Carter,
Killmaster" spy thrillers, most of which are at least borderline sf.  (I
say "anonymously because the books have no real by-line on them.)  The ones
he's written are:

EIGHT CARD STUD   1980     NORWEGIAN TYPHOON    1982
THE SOLAR MENACE  1981     THE KALI DEATH CULT  1983
DOCTOR DNA        1982     THE OUTBACK GHOSTS   1983
EARTH SHAKER      1982     THE YUKON TARGET     1983

He's also co-authored one science fiction porno novel that has been
published under at least the following four titles and by-lines:

PLEASURE PLANET      1974  as Edward George
OUTER SPACE EMBRACE  1978  as Monica Mounds
JANET'S SEX PLANET   1980  as Carrie Onn
INTERGALACTIC ORGY   1983  as Obie Kahn

I know who his co-author is, but I'm not at liberty to reveal his name (Bob
has said that he wishes to remain anonymous).

 --- jayembee (Jerry Boyajian)
UUCP:	...!decwrl!ruby.enet.dec.com!boyajian
ARPA:	boyajian%ruby.DEC@DECWRL.DEC.COM

------------------------------

Date: 31 Aug 90 18:15:49 GMT
From: ndd@duke.cs.duke.edu (Ned Danieley)
Subject: Re: Tadd Williams

chuq@Apple.COM (Spot the Wonder Dog) writes:
>aru@mentor.cc.purdue.edu (Sriram Ramkrishna) writes:
>>Howdy!  Has anybody picked up the hardback cover of the sequel to the
>>Dragonbone Chair??
>
>Yes. I'm working on it. Nice and slow and complex. Laurie's already
>finished it. (there are some books we fight over to read first. She
>usually wins.)
>
>It is called, for those that are wondering, "Stone of Farewell"

Is this the second of an n-ology, or does it wrap things up? I've been
waiting before starting the Dragonbone Chair because I hate to start a
series before it's done; is it time to go ahead?

Ned Danieley
Basic Arrhythmia Laboratory
Box 3140
Duke University Medical Center
Durham, NC  27710
(919) 660-5111
ndd@sunbar.mc.duke.edu

------------------------------

Date: 2 Sep 90 19:56:58 GMT
From: aru@mentor.cc.purdue.edu (Sriram Ramkrishna)
Subject: Re: Tadd Williams

ndd@duke.cs.duke.edu (Ned Danieley) writes:
>Is this the second of an n-ology, or does it wrap things up? I've been

It's a trilogy, so we have one more book to go.  

I hated the part with Meriamele, for some reason, when she er, um, got
de-flowered by that fool of ass, I was really affected.  Ah well.

Sri

------------------------------

Date: 31 Aug 90 21:45:00 GMT
From: BA01@swtexas.bitnet
Subject: Zelazny, etc.

Having recently seen messages regarding Zelany's character, Corwin, I have
the following question.

Is the 4th book of his Merlin series (Trumps of Doom, Blood of Amber, and
Sign of Chaos) out in paperback yet?  Also, (without revealing anything) is
the 4th one the last of the series? I think I'd rather wait for all the
rest of this series to be finished before I proceed: I can't stand the
waiting in between books not to mention forgetting most of the details in
the meanwhile.

Also, is anybody familiar with a book by Claudia O'Keefe?  I believe it's
called _Black Snow Days_ or something similar.

Bernie Asher
ba01@swtexas.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 5 Sep 90 15:55:26 GMT
From: ST702557@brownvm.brown.edu (Maarten vanDantzich)
Subject: Zelazny "Knight of Shadows" *SPOILERS*

I just got through a close reading of "Knight of Shadows", and thought I'd
add a few points of discussion to those that have already been brought up
here:

  First, I find Merlin's "Quest" for a choice between Order and Chaos a bit
absurd.  First, he consistently seems to "choose" for elements from Chaos:
after all he's guided by Frakir, goes down the Way of Chaos (forced by the
dagger planted on him), and then lets Jurt achieve independent existence.
Next thing we know, the Pattern manages to establish a minimal basis of
communication with Merlin, gets him to take the Jewel, and suddenly Merlin
has "chosen" to serve Order.  This victory of the Pattern over the Logrus
is rather arbitrary, if you ask me; not the strongest part of the book, I
think.

  Secondly, the forced lovemaking of Merlin and Coral.  Now, there are two
questions here: why does the pattern see this as beneficial? (Presumably
because it would create offspring?), and how does Coral's eagerness relate
to her later marriage to Rinaldo?  Are they already married at this point,
or if not, why does Coral choose him over Merlin later on?

  Who is the dark-haired woman who walks the pattern right after Merlin and
Coral are transported out?  I feel I'm missing a really obvious answer
here.  Can it be Jasra?

  What about this adventure with the Corridor of Mirrors?  I find it
totally unbelievable that Corwin, Dara, Jurt, Coral, and Julia would team
up to summon Merlin.  They can all have easier access to him, and can't
stand to win much from this venture.  Hence, I would say, this is a faked
event and there are Shadow-copies of the real people involved here.  The
only one who could arguably be real is Corwin, considering the extensive
hinting over the fact that he now has Grayswandir again and that it is gone
from his room when Merle checks.
  But then, what is the purpose of Merlin being brought to this?  If anyone
could be behind it, then indications certainly point at Dworkin. (If HE is
real, anyway.)  Dworkin seems to have set Merlin up to find those items in
Brand's room (as someone indicated in an earlier posting), and he later
takes off with Coral and the Jewel from which we may conclude that Dworkin
is responsible for its later position as Coral's new eye.

  Zelazny sure made an effort towards the end to set himself up with some
new items on the "To Be Explained" list.  There seems to be enough material
to keep going with for a while, but one would assume that the next volume
will be the last in the second series, and will therefore wrap everything
up, bringing us to a new balance between Order and Chaos.

  By the way, a small matter of curiosity: did anyone compare descriptions
of the Castle Amber with the maps in the Visual Guide?  I'm wondering
whether Zelazny is sticking to that lay-out, or is merely doing the scenery
as it suits him.

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	   Books - Asimov & Brin & Bujold (5 msgs) & Matheson &
                   Moran & Request Answer (2 msgs) &
                   Genetics in SF

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 8 Sep 90 05:39:00 GMTF
rom: J_DELANO@unhh.bitnet
Subject: hardcovers to paperbacks

   Last year around this time, maybe a little later, I saw a book called
"Foundation's Friends" which was an anthology about the Foundation.  Now, I
love the foundation universe, and I wanted the book, but I was hoping to
wait until it came out in paperback. The same with _Nemesis_.  Does anyone
know if these books are due to be released in paperback?  They came out at
about the same time as TekWar, and that's in pb now (and from what I've
heard of TekWar, if it's in paperback,then Asimov surely will be, although
I haven't heard good things about Nemesis, either.)

------------------------------

Date: 6 Sep 90 20:33:00 GMT
From: robs@ux1.cso.uiuc.edu
Subject: Re: Brin's Uplift series (was Re: More

Brin's "Uplift" series is one of my favorites.  But they drive me crazy in
some ways the way he tosses out snippets of something that looks absolutely
fantastic, but all you get is the snippet.  Does he think these things
through and then decide what to show, or is he just a good snippet thrower
in that he hints and we fill in the blanks?  Sometimes I feel that he has
more background to his universe than anyone, and sometimes I think he just
makes it up as he goes.

robs@ux1.cso.uiuc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 3 Sep 90 04:01:32 GMT
From: zlraa@iceman.jcu.oz (Ross Alford)
Subject: Bujold's books

In the hope of starting a thread which discusses books, I thought I would
talk about Lois McMaster Bujold.  I was introduced to this author by a
friend of mine, with whom I had a book exchange program going.  When my
husband went to the US in June of this year, he went with a long booklist
including Bujold.

The three books we now have are Borders of Infinity, Falling Free and
Brothers in Arms.  (BTW My husband was surprised by these books.  He knows
I am mainly a fantasy reader and didn't realise that some of the books on
my list were sf.)  These books are all quite good.  At least twice, I
stayed up until very late reading them which puts them in the rare class of
a book that I couldn't put down.  Something that is said about a lot of
books on the cover, but rarely happens to me.

I like the style of these books.  The writing is good, the characters are
both likeable and believable, and you don't need to read all the books to
get a grip on what is happening.  If you haven't found this author yet, run
to your nearest bookstore and grab a book.  You won't regret it.

Lynn Alford

------------------------------

Date: 3 Sep 90 21:01:39 GMT
From: mdb@esd.3com.com (Mark D. Baushke)
Subject: Re: Bujold's books

zlraa@iceman.jcu.oz (Lynn Alford/Ross Alford) said:
> [...]
> The three books we now have are Borders of Infinity, Falling Free and
> Brothers in Arms.  (BTW My husband was surprised by these books.  He
> knows I am mainly a fantasy reader and didn't realise that some of the
> books on my list were sf.)  These books are all quite good.  At least
> twice, I stayed up until very late reading them which puts them in the
> rare class of a book that I couldn't put down.  Something that is said
> about a lot of books on the cover, but rarely happens to me.
>
> I like the style of these books.  The writing is good, the characters are
>both likeable and believable, and you don't need to read all the books to
>get a grip on what is happening.  If you haven't found this author yet,
>run to your nearest bookstore and grab a book.  You won't regret it.

I agree completely. I have only read Falling Free and Shards of Honor so
far, but I am very interested in reading all of the books Lois writes.

As far as I know, the following is the entire list of books by Lois
McMaster Bujold (available from Baen Books):

   Shards of Honor
   The Warrior's Apprentice
   Ethan of Athos
   Falling Free
   Brothers in Arms
   Borders of Infinity
   The Vor Game (Adventures of Miles Vorkosigan)

I understand that parts of _The Vor Game_ appeared in Analog in a slightly
different form as "The Weatherman."

If anyone knows of any other titles, please let me know.

Mark D. Baushke
mdb@ESD.3Com.COM

------------------------------

Date: 3 Sep 90 21:41:03 GMT
From: abl@dart.ece.cmu.edu (Antonio Leal)
Subject: Re: Bujold's books

zlraa@iceman.jcu.oz (Ross Alford) writes:
> In the hope of starting a thread which discusses books, I thought I would
> talk about Lois McMaster Bujold. [...]  The three books we now have are
> Borders of Infinity, Falling Free and Brothers in Arms.

A new paperback, "The Vor Game", is just out in the U.S.  Well, not totally
new, the first part is a novelette published last year in Analog (called
'The Weatherman', about Miles Vorkosigan's first assignment out of the
academy, as a weatherman in a remote island used for winter training).

This book has, as an appendix, a timeline connecting Bujold's books with
Miles' life.  She's only up to a 25 year old Miles. I was a bit surprised
to find Falling Free (about the gene engineered 'quaddies') placed in the
timeline ("200 years before Miles birth").  Also, one of the earlier books,
Ethan of Athos (which I don't remember having read), is placed as a related
adventure by one of Miles' subordinates.

> I like the style of these books.  The writing is good, the characters are
> both likeable and believable, and you don't need to read all the books to
> get a grip on what is happening.  If you haven't found this author yet,
> run to your nearest bookstore and grab a book.  You won't regret it.

I like them too, though I have quibbles here and there. Falling Free
suffered from a manicheist vision of the "evil corporate scientist",
hell-bent on profit at any price (too stupid and short-sighted to be really
credible).  Some of the adventures of Miles come out with miraculously low
body-counts; not that I object to Bujold bucking the tendency to serve up
gore (we get more than enough as is), but the cozy "we played with guns and
no one got hurt" feeling is deceptive.

Miles himself is rather miraculous, not in that he has an exceptional mind,
or that it is in a deformed body, but that the latter didn't poison the
former.  Bujold aimed high in trying to create an antithesis to the
'beefcake' hero; I think she cleared the hurdle, but with minor scrapes,
which don't really detract from the feat.

I liked The Vor Game, especially the part I hadn't read yet.  The plot gets
a bit rocambolesque, with a tad too much jumping from the frying pan into
the fire, but characterization is on the spot and the dialogue is as witty
as ever (best bit: "Miles, you're rough on your superiors", when Miles has
accidentally accumulated three former superior officers, from distinct
phases of his career, in the ship's brig). The bit where Bujold pays
attention to technology conditioning military tactics is well done, if only
a springboard for the wry longing "for the days when people could kill each
other cleanly at 50,000 kilometers" (hah).  The introduction of a great
female enemy finally made me recognize Miles as an avatar come from the
shadows of books past: D'Artagnan and Madame.  Welcome back.

Cheers,

Antonio B. Leal
Dept. of Electrical and Computer Engineering
Carnegie Mellon University
Pittsburgh, PA. 15213   U.S.A.
[412] 268-2937
abl@maxwell.ece.cmu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 3 Sep 90 21:22:45 GMT
From: hartman@cs.swarthmore.edu (Zorn of Zorna)
Subject: Bujold's _Falling Free_

   Just to present a slightly opposing viewpoint regarding Lois McMaster
Bujold: I read _Falling Free_ in serial form in _Analog_ and didn't like it
much.  (Please note that I haven't read anything else of hers, so this is
not a comment about her work in general but rather about this one book of
hers.)
   The idea behind the story was certainly good; it was a very good example
of an Analog-type story.  I just don't particularly like that kind of story
(though it took me a year's subscription to the magazine to figure that
out).  If you like the kind of story that Analog publishes, you'll probably
love this.
   One example of the sort of thing that bugged me: the dialogue was full
of puns.  I have nothing against puns; in fact, I usually enjoy them quite
a bit.  But nearly all of the characters in _Falling Free_ tossed off puns
regularly in passing as part of dialogue, even in the most serious of
situations.  It seemed to me totally out of character; and worse, it seemed
to me that because of this propensity none of the characters had a
distinctive voice (the puns they were apt to speak were all somehow similar
in tone).  I felt that the author couldn't resist an opportunity for a pun,
and was using her characters as a way to exhibit them to the readers (in
much the same way that Piers Anthony does, only more skillfully and with
much lower frequency).
   Of course to many people this is a minor quibble; and obviously a lot of
people liked the book a lot.  But characterization is, to me, among the
most important elements of a story, and I felt that the characterization
here was flat.  There were other more specific elements I disliked, but
nothing I can remember in detail (it's been a while).

Jed
hartman@{campus.swarthmore.edu, swarthmr.bitnet}

------------------------------

Date: 5 Sep 90 14:57:24 GMT
From: jjverkui@praxis.cs.ruu.nl (Hans Verkuil)
Subject: Re: Bujold's _Falling Free_

I bought _Falling Free_ because it won the Nebula award, but I don't think
the book deserved it. It was a nice book to read but nothing more. The
science was above average, but the characters were a bit flat and all in
all I expected more of a Nebula winner than this.

I've also read _Cyteen_ by C.J. Cherryh just before or after reading
_Falling Free_ and the difference between the two is astounding. _Cyteen_
is much and much better and tackles difficult ethical questions which makes
it superior to _Falling Free_. I mention this because I'm curious whether
_Cyteen_ was on the same Nebula nomination list as _Falling Free_ or not.
If it is, then I'm very surprised it didn't win. (BTW, _Cyteen_ *did* win
the HUGO award)

Hans Verkuil
Toendra 115
2904 TK  Capelle a/d IJssel
The Netherlands
jjverkui@praxis.cs.ruu.nl

------------------------------

Date: 9 Sep 90 01:13:00 GMT
From: J_DELANO@unhh.bitnet
Subject: Born of Man and Woman

   I have another mystery - Richard Matheson's "Born of Man and Woman",
from 1950. It's in Isaac Asimov Presents the Great SF Stores 12 [1954]. I
don't understand what point was being made.  Any ideas?

------------------------------

Date: 4 Sep 90 04:07:35 GMT
From: JP00@LEHIGH ("Jim Pelletier")
Subject: Daniel Keys Moran

Has any one out there heard if Daniel Keys Moran is planning to add to his
'Tales of Continuing Time' series?  I have read both "Emerald Eyes" and
"The Long Run" and have enjoyed them thoroughly.

Jim Pelletier
UC Box D-89
Lehigh University
Bethlehem, PA  18015
(215) 758-1921      
jp00@lehigh.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 4 Sep 90 21:06:35 GMT
From: csusac!potter@csufres.csufresno.edu (david potter)
Subject: Sam Harker

HART@UIUCVMD ("Michael S. Hart") writes:
> Does anyone remember the book with these characters?  The last line was
> "Sam woke."

"FURY" by Henry Kuttner and C.L. Moore.

Original title, "THE MAN UNDERGROUND," by "Lawrence O'Donnell."
Novel-length sequel to "CLASH BY NIGHT" by "Lawrence O'Donnell," which can
be found in the microfiche ASTOUNDING collection, or Campbell's first
anthology.

Excellent book.  Would make an excellent movie, although the venue would
have to be changed to an extrasolar planet, or a terraformed Venus, in the
light of our present knowledge.

------------------------------

Date: 5 Sep 90 04:11:33 GMT
From: jjmhome!smds!rh@m2c.m2c.org (Richard Harter)
Subject: Re: Blaze Harker, Sam Harker, Longtermers and Shorttermers

HART@UIUCVMD ("Michael S. Hart") writes:
> Does anyone remember the book with these characters?  The last line was
> "Sam woke."

Fury, by Kuttner.  It serialised in Astounding in the late 40's.  There was
an American hardcover in the early 50's and a British SFBC hardcover.  It
is one of my all time favorite SF books.

***SPOILER WARNING***

The story is set on a jungle Venus; Earth was wiped out in a nuclear war.
The remnants of humanity are settled in undersea domes on Venus.  There are
48 of them, named after the 48 states (as of the writing.)  The title,
Fury, refers both to the mainland of Venus and to the lead character Sam
Reed.

One of the byproducts of the holocaust was a mutation for longevity.  The
undersea society of Venus is dominated by the "immortals" who have life
spans of 200-700 years.  The Harkers and the Waltons are two of the
important longtermer families.  Zachariah Harker was the grandfather of
Blaze Harker.  Blaze was married to Bessie; they begot a son and Bessie
died in childbirth.  Blaze was unstable; he took revenge on his son by
having him surgically and biochemically disguised to look like a short
timer and places him a short timer family where he (Sam) can't be found by
his relatives.  Sam (nee Harker) grows up as a plebian Sam Reed.

Sam Reed is the man of fury.  He becomes a member of the criminal
underworld (Venusian society is on the decadent side) and eventually makes
contact with elite of society.

One of the important factors of the society is that time is running out;
the supply of radioactives that power the undersea domes will be gone in
some hundred of years.  Before that happens Humanity must go landside.
However the effort will be very difficult and expensive; humanity is
putting off making the effort and, it is clear, will continue to do so
until it is too late.

Sam falls in with the last free companion (I forget his name for the
moment) and concocts a monumental fraud to pretend to colonize land side.
He oversells the participation with the expectation that when the effort
collapses he will keep the proceeds.  In the course of doing this he has an
affair with Kedre Walton, one of the immortals, who is the sometimes lover
of Zachariah Harker.  Some dream dusts him.  (Dream dust puts you in a near
permanent state of drug induced dreams; Venusiam society is big on exotic
drugs.)

End Part I

80 years later Sam wakes up with no assets except his land grant.  He
realizes that, somehow, he is or has become a long lifer.  He doesn't worry
too much about this, but proceeds to claw his way up again.  He disguises
himself as his son, Joel Reed, makes contact with the last free companion,
and starts a new land side project.

In the course of this, he has various conflicts with the ruling immortals,
is revealed to be Sam, convinces the public that they can be immortal too
if they come land side as colonists, and, under cover of a rebellion of the
colonists, radioactively contaminates the domes so that everyone has to
come land side.  He ends up as the dictator of Venus.

The Ending

Unknown to Sam, but known to the last free companion, there is a man who
was immortal before Earth was destroyed who has the gift of prescience (if
he doesn't interfere).  In the end people rebel against Sam.  However the
prescient one (another name that escapes me) captures Sam, puts him to
sleep, and stashes him away.  Before Sam loses consiousness, he explains to
Sam that Sam was needed but that his time is past, that now he is an
impediment to the race, but that he is being saved in case humanity ever
gets in another real pickle where someone with Sam's drive, energy, and
talents is needed to set things right (for all of the wrong reasons, of
course.)

The Epilog

... Sam woke.

The book is intensely colorful, has many interesting characters, and many
interesting observations on society, what it is like to be a long lifer,
and the limitations of prescience.  Hell of a good read.

Kuttner did one other story in this setting, a novella entitled "Clash by
Night", which is also very readable.

Richard Harter
Software Maintenance and Development Systems, Inc.
jjmhome!smds!rh Phone: 508-369-7398 
SMDS Inc.
PO Box 555
Concord MA 01742

------------------------------

Date: 7 Sep 90 23:30:00 GMT
From: NOWAKO09@snybufva.bitnet (APPLE //GS - THE POWER TO BE YOUR BEST)
Subject: Re: SF-LOVERS Digest   V15 #306

Howdy All,

   I read a few issues back a couple of lists of genetics in SF.  Another
author I would add to that list is Robert C. O'Brian.  While he is most
famous for his children's novel 'Mrs. Frisby and the Rats of NIHM' (which,
BTW was atrociously destroyed in its animated movie).  He also wrote an
adult novel called 'A Report form Group 17' that was very well done.

Joe Nowakowski
Nowako09@Snybufva(bitnet)

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
***********************
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Date: 28 Aug 90 21:59:25 GMT
From: sos@oz.plymouth.edu (Steffan O'Sullivan)
Subject: Re: Dick's THE MAN IN THE HIGH CASTLE revealed

I won't quote any of the lengthy and very nice piece on CASTLE by PKD, but
just to show you how much depth Dick had, here's another way to look at the
Oracle's verdict on GRASSHOPPER.  Again, assuming that GRASSHOPPER stands
for CASTLE, what does it mean when it says that (reversed, for our world)
Germany and Japan won WWII?  Think about it: Millions of innocent
non-combatants brutally slaughtered, that sounds like Nazis, right?  But
now think of Hiroshima, Nagasaki, Dresden, etc. Millions of innocent
non-combatants slaughtered.  Hmm, how did we win the war?  By being as
brutal as Nazis.  In effect, the world became a nastier place to live after
WWII; the Nazis won, idealistically.

While I like CASTLE, BTW, it's not my favorite PKD novel.  That honor falls
to EYE IN THE SKY, which has an ending that many won't get today, though it
was written in 1957.  Can you say "ahead of his time?"

Steffan O'Sullivan
sos@oz.plymouth.edu

------------------------------

Date: 4 Sep 90 17:08:32 GMT
From: U19807@uicvm.uic.edu
Subject: RE: PKD

I'm not adding fuel to the fire (yeah,right) but, I'd have to recommend
PKD's THE THREE STIGMATA OF PALMER ELDRITCH, DO ANDROIDS DREAM OF ELECTRIC
SHEEP?  and UBIK for anybody not familiar with his work.  Although later
projects like VALIS are completely readable, the earlier novels
(particularly the ones written in the 60's and 70's) show PKD's obsessive
vision (read: the Uni- verse is a psychologically unstable, shadowy place
to be and _true_ reality is a darker, more menacing form of existence
compared to what shows on the surface) to a much more apparent degree.

Incidentally,_most_ of Phil's novels are open-ended. Life goes on,and even
if some of his endings aren't your traditional _happy_ ones, the
protagonists often escape their fate and find a way to fight back (UBIK is
a good example of this) even if their lives are changed forever.  It may
not be Space Opera, but then again, it wasn't intended to be.

Chris Krolczyk

------------------------------

Date: 6 Sep 90 14:27:32 GMT
From: csc330424960@emunix.emich.edu
Subject: Valis

Waaaaaaaaaaay back someone asked for details about Valis, the opera based
on the P.K. Dick novel of the same name.  The composer's name is Todd
Machover (the last name I'm not sure of but, I'm certain about the m-a-c-h
part of it.)  I don't recall offhand what the publishing company's name
was.  A friend of mine (who, as he puts it, "has more Dick than anybody.")
just recently bought the disk on a trip to New York.  I'm planning on
borrowing it after a decent interval has passed, say about a week.  I don't
know if it's available in any formats other than CD since that's what he
bought.  On CD, it's about 70 minutes, one CD with a fairly thick booklet
accompanying.  He said it was good and I trust his taste in music.  Sorry
but that's about all I can tell you about it.

Stewart Tame                 
3123 Scenic Lake Dr. Bldg. 11 Apt. 7
Ann Arbor, MI  48108                
uc112_424960@emunix.emich.edu

------------------------------

Date: 9 Sep 90 18:59:54 GMT
From: MFDICK01%ULKYVM@pucc.princeton.edu (Mark Dickson)
Subject: PKD redux

To join the MitHC fray, I read the book for the very 1st time this past
summer. I was lucky enough, however, to have some friends direct me toward
some peripheral critical studies that helped bring the book into sharper
focus.

To whit: 1) the introduction to MitHC from the Gregg Press edition by
Joseph Milicia

 2) Shirer, William L. "If Hitler had won World War II", *Look* (19 Dec
    61.) 
 
 3) Warrick, Patricia S. *Mind in motion: The fiction of PKD* (S Illinois
    Univ Press: Carbondale and Edwardsville, 1987) pp 32-61.

After reading the book, I must say I agree with several readers that the
story, while winning a Hugo, is less than satisfying in certain ways. It
certainly isn't an action-packed page turner. Haldeman, Pournelle, or
Anderson could have done that.  Its character development is sometimes
ambiguous and shadowy.  It's possible that LeGuin, Ellison, or Sheldon
could have improved it there.  The ending is not for everybody.  Germany
and Japan as both winners and losers of the war makes sense only in the
light that military winners in the short run are often losers in the long
run as evidenced by the moral price paid to maintain top-dog status.
Although the Allied powers won the war in OUR world, at the turn of the
century, it is (a re-united) Germany and Japan that are in the economic
forefront for the 21st century.  It begs the question: when is the battle
truly over and who is the final winner? Have we seen the last battle even
yet?

That bit aside, another question comes to my mind.  If many of us feel
PKD's treatment of this alternative reality is not quite perfect either in
the ending or in the character development, why hasn't someone else tackled
this assignment? Surely all the possibilities of this event haven't been
treated:

 *) what would be the relationship of Soviet Russia and Red China to this
    world order?

 *) since Central and South America along with Africa would be the final
    territories not under Nazi rule after an Allied defeat, would the
    final(?)  rebellion originate there?

  *) would rock 'n roll, Elvis, or the Beatles ever have happened? would
    the 60's have happened?

  *) would native, Afro, or Hispanic American rage have sparked a
    world-wide rebellion in which the moral decay of the world regime would
    be challenged?

There are at least a novel or two's worth of possibilites that could come
from this scenerio. I doubt seriously that PKD's up to doing it. (Yes, I
KNOW he died.) How about someone else doing it?

Mark Dickson
University of Louisville
mfdick01.ulkyvm.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 27 Aug 90 23:26:21 GMT
From: John.Darnell@nss.fidonet.org (John Darnell)
Subject: McCaffrey's Cat book

>>Nerilka, a piece of crap by any spelling, is what made me swear off
>>McCaffrey at any price.  I hope I'm defaming the right book...this IS the
>>one about the fuzzy cat creatures . . .  In Nerilka, or whatever, her
>>writing style was incoherent.
>
> I think you're referring to _The Coelura_
>

   Nope.  You're referring to THE LEGACY OF LEHR.  I can't remember the
publisher, but I do remember that it was about great big, blue-furred,
telepathic cats.

   And I was surprised at your reception of he book!  To be sure, it isn't
up to the standards of some of her earlier work, but for a "romp" it wasn't
bad.  (I am of the opinion that she wrote it for the juvenile market, it
just has that flavor.)

John Darnell
UUCP: ...!pitt!nss!John.Darnell
INTERNET: John.Darnell@nss.FIDONET.ORG

------------------------------

Date: 2 Sep 90 23:09:42 GMT
From: jvte@cs.eur.nl (Jan van 't Ent)
Subject: Re: McCaffrey's Cat book

John.Darnell@nss.FIDONET.ORG (John Darnell) writes:

>>>Nerilka, a piece of crap by any spelling, is what made me swear off
>>>McCaffrey at any price.  I hope I'm defaming the right book...  this IS
>>>the one about the fuzzy cat creatures . . .
>>
>> I think you're referring to _The Coelura_
>
>   Nope.  You're referring to THE LEGACY OF LEHR.  I can't remember the
>publisher, but I do remember that it was about great big, blue-furred,
>telepathic cats.

There must be some crossed wires here. _Nerilka_ doesn't have cats (even
dragons aren't dominant), _The Coelura_ doesn't feature cats either (also
centering on flying creatures I think), and _The Legacy of Lehr_ is by
Katherine Kurtz.

Maybe the original remark was meant for _Decision at Doona_ which you might
classify as a juvenile first-contact story (and the aliens are indeed
catlike).

Jan

------------------------------

Date: 4 Sep 90 19:09:01 GMT
From: jmf@abacus.uucp (Joan Frankel)
Subject: Re: McCaffrey's Cat book

>Nerilka, a piece of crap by any spelling, is what made me swear off
>McCaffrey at any price.  I hope I'm defaming the right book...this IS the
>one about the fuzzy cat creatures . . .  In Nerilka, or whatever, her
>writing style was incoherent.

I WAS defaming the wrong book, it was Decision at Doona I MEANT to defame.
Many net.people pointed this out and the title rings all the right bells.
The BOOK rang all the wrong bells.

------------------------------

Date: 7 Sep 90 16:47:10 GMT
From: eric@snark.thyrsus.com (Eric S. Raymond)
Subject: Review: The Death of Sleep

Title:     The Death of Sleep
By:        Anne McCaffrey and Jody Lynne Nye
Publisher: Baen (July 1990)
Format:    pb, 380pp
ISBN:      0-671-69884-2

   This novel is a prequel to _Sassinak_ (RR#21), set in Anne McCaffrey's
"Dinosaur Planet" universe. It is notable for two unusual traits. One is
that it's better written than its predecessor. Two is that the back-cover
blurb tells an outright lie about the plot.

   Yes, it's true. The back cover blurb has poor Lunzie Mespill, the
heroine, forced into cold sleep of unanticipated length by a pirate attack.
This is not what happens in the text; instead, Lunzie's long sleep is
forced when the craft she's on plays involuntary bumper cars in one of
those famous flying-avalanche asteroid belts so beloved of astronomically
ignorant writers. One big, wet raspberry to the editorial dept. at Baen.
Have they sunk so low that they don't even bother reading the books before
they blurb them? Sheesh!

   The stupid bloody asteroid belt isn't the only howler in this book, by
the way. A throwaway line on page 60 reveals that the computers of 2800 AD
have fewer K per user of accessible store than a low-end IBM PC today.
Gonnngggg.

   Oh well. Lunzie, expecting she'll have been rescued within weeks, is
more than a little shocked to discover that she's slipped sixty-two years
when awakened. The 14-year-old daughter she'd left at home is in late
middle age as their culture reckons such things (typical lifespan is, we
are told, c.120 standard years). Lunzie's M.D. is obsolete. She is adrift
in time.

   The book begins the story of the new life she fashions for herself, and
how she gets involved with Fleet Intelligence and enters the Great Game
against the planet pirates.  It's better than _Sassinak_ because it's
focussed on a more believable character, doing things it is easier to
believe in context. The prose takes time to build pictures, rather than
hurling the reader through a lot of thinly described action at warp speed.

   And, yes, Lunzie does wind up on Ireta all set to hook up with Sassinak.
The next book will probably pick up where _Sassinak_ and
_The_Death_Of_Sleep_ left off. Maybe with a third collaborator?

   Fans of McCaffrey or military/adventure SF might enjoy this book.  It
hit my "To Sell" box at high velocity, but I'm heartened at the improvement
it represents over _Sassinak_. At this rate the third book might actually
be good enough to keep.

------------------------------

Date: 6 Sep 90 15:08:46 GMT
From: chgs02@vaxa.strath.ac.uk
Subject: Re: Forthcoming Terry Pratchett novels

jjverkui@praxis.cs.ruu.nl (Hans Verkuil) writes:
> When I attended the WorldCon, one of the more popular pro's was Terry
> Pratchett. On Saturday he gave a talk and told the audience about his
> forthcoming novels:
>
> First of all: a new discworld story has been published (quite
> unexpectedly, I knew nothing about it). It is available in hardcover and
> paperback. It is different from the usual discworld novels because it is
> illustrated by Josh Kirby (the size of the book is larger because of
> that). It is about 125 pages long. The title is 'Eric' and it is about
> the return of Rincewind and the Luggage.

I read this during this summer's holiday.  Clever and well illustrated but,
my pleasure in the illustrations was marred by the question of whether to
fully open the paperback, splitting the spine, to see the full picture or
to keep the book whole.  Any of the pictures could be extracted and framed.
Elenor on p.79 was delightful, and the view of the discworld on p.35
positively fantastic.

Ann

------------------------------

Date: 6 Sep 90 17:25:11 GMT
From: fiddler@concertina.eng.sun.com (Steve Hix)
Subject: Re: Private Detecive in Fantasy World

kayuucee@cvl.umd.edu (Kenneth W. Crist Jr.) writes:
> I'm also looking for the titles and author of a series about a Sam
> Spade-type private eye who is transported to a fantasy world to solve a
> murder. Help on this would be appreciated also.

How about Glen Cook with the following:

   Old Tin Sorrows
   Bitter Gold Hearts
   Sweet Silver Blues
   Cold Copper Tears
   Dread Brass Shadows

Not in order, but I think that's all so far.

------------------------------

Date: 6 Sep 90 17:51:39 GMT
From: SYSMEST@gecrdvm1.crd.ge.com
Subject: Re: Alternate Histories list?

gary@cgdptah.ucar.edu (Gary Strand) says:
>Is there a list out there of books that present "alternate histories"? I'm
>thinking of books like "Hitler Victorious", "What Might Have Been", "Moon
>of Ice" and "Clash of Eagles" being on this list.
>
>I'm most interested in books that present a Nazi victory during WWII.

The two books that I just finished reading offer an interesting alternate
history, even if Germany still didn't win the Second World War, or the
Eurasian war as these books call it.

The two books are "Marching Through Georgia" and "The Stone Dogs" by S.M.
Stirling

------------------------------

Date: 6 Sep 90 17:20:11 GMT
From: whh@pacbell.com (Wilson Heydt)
Subject: Re: "Modern" Fantasy

kayuucee@cvl.umd.edu (Kenneth W. Crist Jr.) writes:
>I'm looking for suggestions for books that I think of as "modern" fantasy.
>These are books where the story is in "our" world, but magic and magical
>creatures are present. This is different from books where people from here
>and now enter fantasy worlds. Examples would be:
>
>   [examples]

How close this comes to your strict definition depends on what you consider
"present", but I think it fits with the "feel" you're after.  Try reading:

   The Interior Life
   Katherine Blake
   Baen, Aug. 1990
   ISBN 0-671-72010-4

Hal Heydt
Analyst, Pacific*Bell
415-823-5447         
whh@pbhya.PacBell.COM

------------------------------

Date: 6 Sep 90 20:06:33 GMT
From: twatson@pbs.org (Thom Watson)
Subject: Re: "Modern" Fantasy

kayuucee@cvl.umd.edu (Kenneth W. Crist Jr.) writes:
> I'm looking for suggestions for books that I think of as "modern"
> fantasy. These are books where the story is in "our" world, but magic and
> magical creatures are present. This is different from books where people
> from here and now enter fantasy worlds. Examples would be:
> 
Off the top of my head:

OPERATION CHAOS.........................Poul Anderson
SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL WIZARD trilogy.......Diane Duane
A WRINKLE IN TIME.......................Madeleine L'Engle
A SWIFTLY TILTING PLANET................"
A WIND IN THE DOOR......................"
LORD DARCY books........................Randall Garrett (is this right?)
KNIGHT OF GHOSTS AND SHADOWS............Mercedes Lackey and someone else
					whose name escapes me at present
FAERIE TALE.............................Raymond Feist
FOLK OF THE AIR.........................Peter Beagle
UNICORN MOUNTAIN........................Michael Bishop
 (This one also features Native Americans, a theme discussed earlier in
  this newsgroup, but I couldn't remember it then)

Thom Watson
Public Broadcasting Service
1320 Braddock Place
Alexandria, VA 22314-1698
...{uupsi,vrdhxq,csed-1,ida.org}!pbs!twatson

------------------------------

Date: 9 Sep 90 21:04:30 GMT
From: rhanschk@uhasun.hartford.edu (Ruth Hanschka)
Subject: re: Modern Fantasy

   Susan Cooper wrote The Dark is Rising Sequence [four books], and they
are darned good, even if they are marketed as juveniles. It is marketed as
a series of four books, but there is a fifth [included for the purists out
there.  This was all discussed on SF-L a while back.]

   Obligatory book for the list: _Demon Blues_, Esther M. Freisner.  I
think that there is more than one in that series, maybe three, but that's
the only title I can remember off hand.

Ruth

------------------------------

Date: 6 Sep 90 22:20:10 GMT
From: CMAAE97@vaxa.cc.imperial.ac.uk
Subject: Two Dragonlance Questions

I was reading today (again) the short story "The Legacy" from "Magic of
Krynn" and I am puzzled about two things:

1. After Palin's test Raistlin says (talking to himself): "I just want you
   to know that I didn't do it for you, mages!  I didn't do it for the
   conclave. I didn't do it for my brother. I had one more debt to pay in
   my lifetime. Now I have discharged it. I can sleep in peace."  What is
   the debt? I have a clue but I would like to hear your opinion.

2. Most TSR publications give Dalamar a chaotic evil alignment.  Does his
   behavior in the Legends and in Legacy justify it?  He is of course
   chaotic and ambitious but evilness requires more than that.

Costas Krallis
London, UK
{uunet,ucbvax,mcsun,ariadne}!ukc!cix!g7ahn

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

			  Books - Vance (3 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 4 Sep 90 02:24:50 GMT
From: geb@dsl.pitt.edu (Gordon E. Banks)
Subject: Re: Jack Vance Advice

cbar46@vaxa.strath.ac.uk writes:
>I am reading Araminta Station at the moment, isn't it fantastic?

Actually, Araminta Station isn't one of Vance's best.  Try the Dying Earth
series (Dying Earth, Eyes of the Overworld, Cugel's Saga), or the Demon
Princes novels, or Emphyrio.  Vance is extremely prolific.  He has
fantastic color, wit, and style, but is sloppy sometimes with plots and
characters.  He is one of the best writers of picaresque SF, in my view.

I haven't found anyone quite like Vance.  Gene Wolfe has some similarities,
but is a much more disciplined writer.

------------------------------

Date: 5 Sep 90 15:34:06 GMT
From: jjverkui@praxis.cs.ruu.nl (Hans Verkuil)
Subject: A list of all (?) Jack Vance stories & novels

		       JACK VANCE BOOKS AND STORIES

This is a compilation of novels, stories, etc. written by Jack Vance (full
name: John Holbrook Vance). I've tried to make it as complete as was
possible and I think that the result is quite good.

There are four sections:

1 - A list of all (?) his SF-books and short story collections
2 - A list of all (?) his non-SF books
3 - A list of all (?) his stories
4 - A list of his short story collections and which stories appear in them

If you have additional information, or you see inconsistencies or errors,
please e-mail them to: jjverkui@praxis.cs.ruu.nl

I also got the following title:

   Shea, Michael [U.S.A., 7/13/1946- ]
   A Quest for Simbilis [1974]

It is a sequel to Vance's "The Eyes of the Overworld" (Yes, it was written
before "Cugel's Saga") and it seems to be good (I have never read it,
though).

I want to thank the following people who helped me by providing lists and
other Vance-related material I used in compiling this list:

John C. Wenn
Richard W. Gombert
Richard Vermaas

I hope that this list is of some use.
			
Hans Verkuil

PS: Is there someone who can tell me what stories are included in the
    collection _The Narrow Land_?  

Section 1: A list of all his SF-books and short story collections

[C] == Short Story Collection
[CP] == Chapbook (a very short book, or pamphlet)
[J] == The book is for juveniles (however you define them)
[O] == Omnibus.  Includes other books.
abr == Abridgement of other listed title
aka == Also known by this other title
contains == The other book is a subset of this one
includes == This book wholely includes the other

Vance, Jack [/John] [Holbrook] [U.S.A., 8/28/1916- ]
    [Hugo 1963, 1967 & Nebula 1966]
    Planet of Adventure [1984] [O]
        City of the Chasch [1968] [aka "Chasch"]
        Servants of the Wankh [1969] [aka "Wankh"]
        The Dirdir [1969]
        The Pnume [1970]
    The Demon Princes Series:
        Star King [1964]
        The Killing Machine [1964]
        The Palace of Love [1967]
        The Face [1979]
        The Book of Dreams [1981]
    Durdane [1989] [O]
        The Anome [1973] [aka "The Faceless Man"]
        The Brave Free Men [1973]
        The Asutra [1974]
    The Alastor Cluster Novels:
        Trullion: Alastor 2262 [1973]
        The Gray Prince [1974]
        Marune: Alastor 933 [1975]
        Wyst: Alastor 1716 [1978]
        The Galactic Effectuator [1980] [C]
    The Dying Earth Series:
        The Dying Earth [1950] [C]
        The Eyes of the Overworld [1966]
        The Seventeen Virgins [1979] [CP]
        The Bagful of Dreams [1979] [CP]
        Morreion: A Tale of Dying Earth [1979] [CP]
        Cugel's Saga [1983] [includes "The Seventeen Virgins" and
                                   "The Bagful of Dreams"]
        Rhialto the Marvelous [1984] [C] [includes "Morreion"]
    The Lyonesse Series:
        Lyonesse, Book I: Suldrun's Garden [1983] [aka "Lyonesse"]
        Lyonesse II: the Green Pearl [1985] [aka "The Green Pearl"]
        Lyonesse III: Madouc [1990]
    Nopalgarth [1980] [O]
        The Brains of Earth [1966] [aka "Nopalgarth"]
        The Houses of Iszm [1964]
        Son of the Tree [1964]
    Vandals of the Void [1953] [J]
    The Five Gold Bands [1953] [aka "The Space Pirate"]
    To Live Forever [1956]
    Big Planet [1957]
    The Languages of Pao [1958]
    Slaves of the Klau [1958]
    The Dragon Masters [1963]
    Future Tense [1964] [C] [aka "Dust of Far Suns"]
    The World Between and Other Stories [1965] [C] [aka "The Moon Moth"]
    Monsters in Orbit [1965] [includes "Abercrombie Station" and
				       "Cholwell's Chickens"]
    Space Opera [1965]
    The Blue World [1966]
    The Many Worlds of Magnus Ridolph [1966, 1980] [C]
    The Last Castle [1967]
    Emphyrio [1969]
    Eight Fantasms and Magics [1969] [C]
    The Worlds of Jack Vance [1973] [C]
    Showboat World [1975]
    Maske: Thaery [1976]
    The Best of Jack Vance [1976] [C] [contains "The Last Castle"]
    Fantasms and Magics [1978] [C] [abr of "Eight Fantasms and Magic"]
    Green Magic [1979] [C]
    Lost Moons [1982] [C]
    The Narrow Land [1982] [C]
    Gold and Iron [1982] [rev. of "Slaves of the Klau"]
    The Light from a Lone Star [1985] [C]
    The Complete Magnus Ridolph [1985] [C] [includes "The Many Worlds
                of Magnus Ridolph"]
    The Augmented Agent [1986] [C]
    The Dark Side of the Moon [1986] [C]
    Araminta Station [1987]
Vance, Jack / Silverberg, Robert
    The Last Castle / Nightwings [1989] [Tor Double]

Section 2: A list of all his non-SF books

Books by Jack Vance that aren't SF include (all books published as "John
Holbrook Vance" unless otherwise mentioned):

    Isle of Peril [1957] [as Alan Wade]
    Take My Face [1957] [as Peter Held]
    The Man in the Cage [1960] [Winner of the Edgar Award]
    The Four Johns [1964] [aka "Four Men Called John"] [as Ellery Queen]
    A Room to Die In [1965] [as Ellery Queen]
    The Madman Theory [1966] [as Ellery Queen]
    The Fox Valley Murders [1966]
    The Pleasant Grove Murders [1967]
    The Deadly Isles [1969]
    Bad Ronald [1973]
    The House on Lily Street [1979]
    The View from Chickweed's Window [1979]
    Strange Notions [1985]
    The Dark Ocean [1985]

He also wrote six episodes of the "Captain Video" TV series in 1952-1953.

Section 3: A list of all (I hope) his stories:

Magazine with Name changes:
	Astounding/Analog Science Fiction
	Amazing Stories/Amazing Science Fiction

'X' == Magazine X
"Y" == Book Y [anthology or story collection]

Abercrombie Station
   'Thrilling Wonder Stories' Feb, 1952
Alfred's Ark
   'New Worlds' May, 1965
Assault on a City
   "Universe #4" 1974
The Augmented Agent [aka "I-C-A-BEM"]
   'Amazing Stories' Oct, 1961
The Bagful of Dreams
   "Flashing Swords #4" 1977
Brain of the Galaxy
   See: The New Prime
The Brains of Earth
   See: Nopalgarth
Cat Island
   "Light From a Lone Star"
The Cave in the Forest
   "The Eyes of the Overworld" 1966
Chateau d'If
   See: New Bodies for Old
Cholwell's Chickens
   'Thrilling Wonder Stories' 1952
Cil [aka "The Eyes of the Overworld"]
   "The Eyes of the Overworld" 1966
Cosmic Hotfoot
   See: To B or Not to C or to D
Coupe de Grace [aka "Worlds of Origin"]
   'Super Science Fiction' Feb 1958
Crusade to Alambar
   See: Crusade to Maxus
Crusade to Maxus [aka "Crusade to Alambar"] [aka "Overlords of Maxus"]
   'Thrilling Wonder Stories' Feb 1951
Dead Ahead
   See: Ultimate Quest
The Devil on Salvation Bluff
   "Star Science Fiction #3" 1954
Dodkin's Job
   'Astounding' Oct, 1959
The Dogtown Tourist Agency
   "Epoch" 1975
Dover Spargill's Ghastly Floater
   'Marvel Science Stories' Nov, 1951
DP!
   "Avon Science Fiction Reader #4" 1953
The Dragon Masters [Winner of the 1963 HUGO Award]
   'Galaxy' Aug, 1962
Dream Castle [revision of "I'll Build Your Dream Castle"]
   'Astounding' Sep, 1947
The Dreamer [aka "The Enchanted Princess"]
   'Orbit Science Fiction' Nov, 1954
Dust of Far Suns
   See: Sail 25
Ecological Onslaught
   See: The World Between
The Enchanted Princess
   See: The Dreamer
The Eyes of the Overworld
   See: Cil
Fader's Waft
   "Rhialto the Marvellous" 1984
First Star I See Tonight [as John Van See]
   'Malcom's Mystery Magazine', Mar, 1954
Four Hundred Blackbirds
   'Future Science Fiction' Jul, 1953
Freitzke's Turn
   "Triax" 1977
Gateway to Strangeness
   See: Sail 25
The Gift of Gab
   'Astounding' Sep, 1955
Golden Girl
   'Marvel Science Stories' May, 1951
Green Magic
   'The Magazine of Fantasy & Science Fiction' Jun, 1963
Guyal of Sfere
   "The Dying Earth" 1950
Hard Luck Diggings
   'Startling Stories' Jul, 1948
The House of Iszm
   'Startling Stories' Sep, 1954
The House Lords
   'Saturn Science Fiction and Fantasy' Oct, 1957
The Howling Bounders
   'Startling Stories' Mar, 1949
I-C-A BEM
   See: The Augmented Agent
I'll Build Your Dream Castle
   'Astounding' Sep, 1947
The King of Thieves
   'Startling Stories' Nov, 1949
The Kokod Warriors
   'Thrilling Wonder Stories' Oct, 1952
The Kragen
   'Fantastic' Jul, 1964
The Last Castle [Winner of the 1966 Nebula Award and the 1967 HUGO Award]
   'Galaxy' Apr, 1966
Liane the Wayfarer
   "The Dying Earth" 1950
The Loom of Darkness
   'Worlds Beyond' Dec, 1950
The Man From Zodiac
   'Amazing Stories' Aug, 1967
The Manse of Iuconu
   'The Magazine of Fantasy & Science Fiction' Jul, 1966
Mazirian the Magician
   "The Dying Earth" 1950
Meet Miss Universe
   'Fantastic Universe' Mar, 1955
Men of the Ten Books
   'Startling Stories' Mar, 1951
The Men Return
   'Infinity Science Fiction' Jul, 1957
The Miracle-Workers
   'Astounding' Jul, 1958
The Mitr
   'Vortex Science Fiction #1' 1953
The Moon Moth
   'Galaxy' Aug, 1961
Morreion
   "Flashing Swords #1" 1973
The Mountains of Magnatz
   'The Magazine of Fantasy & Science Fiction' Feb, 1966
The Murthe
   "Rhialto the Marvellous" 1984
The Narrow Land
   'Fantastic' Jul, 1967
New Bodies for Old
   'Thrilling Wonder Stories' Aug, 1950
The New Prime [aka "Brain of the Galaxy"]
   'Worlds Beyond' Feb, 1951
Noise
   'Startling Stories' Aug, 1952
Nopalgarth [aka "The Brains of Earth"]
   "The Worlds of Jack Vance" 1966
Overlords of Maxus
   See: Crusade to Maxus
The Overworld
   'The Magazine of Fantasy & Science Fiction' Dec, 1965
Parapsyche
   'Amazing Stories' Aug, 1958
Phalid's Fate
   'Thrilling Wonder Stories' Dec, 1946
Phantom Milkman
   'Other Worlds' Feb, 1956
The Pilgrims
   'The Magazine of Fantasy & Science Fiction' Jun, 1966
The Plagian Siphon 
   See: The Planet Machine
The Planet Machine [aka "The Plagian Siphon"] [1951]
   "The Augmented Agent"
Planet of the Black Dust
   'Startling Stories' Summer, 1946
The Potters of Firsk
   'Astounding' May, 1950
A Practical Man's Guide
   'Space Science Fiction' Aug, 1957
Rumfuddle
   "Three Trips in Time and Space" 1973
Sabotage on Sulphur Planet
   'Startling Stories' Jun, 1952
Sail 25 [aka "Gateway to Strangeness", aka "Dust of Far Suns"]
   'Amazing Stories' Aug, 1962
Sanatoris Short-cut
   'Startling Stories' Sep, 1948
The Secret
   'Impulse' Mar, 1966
Seven Exits from Bocz
   'The Rhodomagnetic Digest' V4 #2 1952
The Seventeen Virgins
   'The Magazine of Fantasy & Science Fiction' Oct, 1974
Shape-Up
   'Cosmos Science Fiction & Fantasy Magazine' Nov, 1953
Sjambak
   'Worlds of IF Science Fiction' Jul, 1953
Son of the Tree
   'Thrilling Wonder Stories' Jun, 1951
The Sorcerer Pharesm
   'The Magazine of Fantasy & Science Fiction' Apr, 1966
The Spa of the Stars
   'Startling Stories' Jul, 1950
The Sub-Standard Sardines
   'Startling Stories' Jan, 1949
Sulwen's Planet
   "The Farthest Reaches" 1968
T'Sais
   "The Dying Earth" 1950
Telek
   'Astounding' Jan, 1952
The Temple of Han
   'Planet Stories' Jul, 1951
Three Legged Joe
   'Startling Stories' Jan, 1953
To B or Not to C or to D [aka "Cosmic Hotfoot"]
   'Startling Stories' Sep, 1950
Turjan of Miir
   "The Dying Earth" 1950
Ulan Dhor Ends a Dream
   "The Dying Earth" 1950
Ullward's Retreat
   'Galaxy' Dec, 1958
Ultimate Quest [as John Holbrook]
   'Super Science Stories' Sep, 1950
The Unspeakable McInch
   'Startling Stories' Nov, 1948
When the Five Moons Rise
   'Cosmos Science Fiction & Fantasy Magazine' Mar, 1954
Winner Lose All
   'Galaxy' Dec, 1951
The World Between [aka "Ecological Onslaught"]
   'Future SF' May 1953
Worlds of Origin
   See: Coupe de Grace
The World-Thinker
   'Thrilling Wonder Stories' Summer 1945

Section 4: A list of his short story collections and the stories
      that appear in them
      
The Galactic Effectuator [1980]
   The Dogtown Tourist Agency
   Freitzke's Turn

The Augmented Agent and Other Stories [1986]
   The Augmented Agent
   Crusade to Maxus
   The Man from Zodiac
   The Planet Machine
   Shape-Up
   Sjambak
   Three-Legged Joe

The Dark Side of the Moon [1986]
   Alfred's Ark
   Dead Ahead
   Dover Spargill's Ghastly Floater
   DP!
   The Enchanted Princess
   First Star I See Tonight
   The House Lords
   Parapsyche
   Phalid's Fate
   The Phantom Milkman
   Planet of the Black Dust
   A Practical Man's Guide
   Sulwen's Planet
   The Temple of Han

The Dying Earth [1950]
   Guyal of Sfere
   Liane the Wayfarer
   Mazirian the Magician
   T'Sais
   Turjan of Miir
   Ulan Dhor Ends a Dream

The Eyes of the Overworld [1966]
   The Cave in the Forest
   Cil
   The Manse of Iucounu
   The Mountains of Magnatz
   The Sorcerer Pharesm
   The Pilgrims

Rhialto the Marvellous [1984]
   The Murthe
   Fader's Waft
   Morreion
   
The Many Worlds of Magnus Ridolph [1966]
   Coup de Grace
   The Howling Bounders
   The King of Thieves
   The Kokod Warriors
   The Spa of Stars
   The Unspeakable McInch

The Many Worlds of Magnus Ridolph [1980]
   Coup de Grace
   The Howling Bounders
   The King of Thieves
   The Kokod Warriors
   The Spa of Stars
   The Unspeakable McInch
   The Sub-Standard Sardines
   To B or Not to C or to D

The Complete Magnus Ridolph [1985]
   Coup de Grace
   The Howling Bounders
   The King of Thieves
   The Kokod Warriors
   The Spa of Stars
   The Unspeakable McInch
   The Sub-Standard Sardines
   To B or Not to C or to D
   Hard Luck Diggings
   Sanatoris Short-Cut

Future Tense [1964]
   Dodkin's Job
   The Gift of Gab
   Sail 25
   Ullward's Retreat

The Moon Moth and Other Stories [1976]
   See: The World Between and Other Stories

The World Between and Other Stories [1965]
   Brain of the Galaxy
   The Devil on Salvation Bluff
   The Men Return
   The Moon Moth
   The World Between

The Narrow Land [1982]
   The Narrow Land
   ???? [6 more stories]

Fantasms and Magics [1978]
   Guyal of Sfere
   The Men Return
   The Miracle-Workers
   The New Prime
   Noise
   When the Five Moons Rise

Eight Fantasms and Magic [1969]
   Foreword
   Cil
   Guyal of Sfere
   The Men Return
   The Miracle-Workers
   The New Prime
   Noise
   Telek
   When the Five Moons Rise

The Best of Jack Vance [1976]
   Abercrombie Station
   The Last Castle
   The Moon Moth
   Rumfuddle
   Sail 25
   Ullward's Retreat

The Worlds of Jack Vance [1973]
   Brain of the Galaxy
   The Brains of Earth
   Coupe de Grace
   The Devil on Salvation Bluff
   The King of Thieves
   The Kokod Warriors
   The Men Return
   The Moon Moth
   The World Between

Green Magic [1979]
   Green Magic
   Liane the Wayfarer
   The Men Return
   The Miracle-Workers
   The Mitr
   The Moon Moth
   The Narrow Land
   The Pilgrims
   The Secret

Lost Moons [1982]
   Foreword
   Assault on a City
   Dream Castle
   Four Hunderd Blackbirds
   Meet Miss Universe
   The Potters of Firsk
   Sabotage on Sulpher Planet
   Seven Exits from Bocz
   Winner Loose All
   The World-Thinker

The Light from a Lone Star [1985] [Small press book, published
      by a Texas SF convention, hasn't been reprinted]
   Cat Island
   First Star I See Tonight
   Hard Luck Diggings
   The Men Return
   Noise
   The Potters of Firsk
   A Vance Encyclopedia [non-fiction, by Jack Vance]

Dust of Far Suns [1981] [Publisher: Zebra]
   See: Future Tense

------------------------------

Date: 5 Sep 90 13:55:22 GMT
From: sos@oz.plymouth.edu (Steffan O'Sullivan)
Subject: Re: Jack Vance Advice

geb@dsl.pitt.edu (Gordon E. Banks) writes:
>Actually, Araminta Station isn't one of Vance's best.  Try the Dying Earth
>series (Dying Earth, Eyes of the Overworld, Cugel's Saga), or the Demon
>Princes novels, or Emphyrio.  Vance is extremely sometimes with plots and
>characters.  He is one of the best writers of picaresque SF, in my view.

Just goes to show how tastes differ.  While I love Vance, I consider the
Dying Earth to be the only good book in that series, and the sequels to
rank among the worst Vance has ever done.  And I like Araminta Station very
much.  I would agree that the Demon Princes series is superb, and would add
the Tschai series to that.  Though not very good stylistically, I so love
Paddy's character that I recommend Five Gold Bands, also.  And don't miss
the short story: The Moon Moth - possibly the best-put together piece Vance
has done. And ... ah, but the list goes on!

Steffan O'Sullivan      
sos@oz.plymouth.edu

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Today's Topics:

	     Books - Asimov & Brin (2 msgs) & Bujold & Dick &
                     Kay & McCaffrey (5 msgs) & Short Reviews &
                     SF Humor & Dragonlance (2 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 8 Sep 90 08:16:27 GMT
From: goldfarb@ocf.berkeley.edu (David Goldfarb)
Subject: Re: hardcovers to paperbacks

J_DELANO@unhh.BITNET writes:
>Last year around this time, maybe a little later, I saw a book called
>"Foundation's Friends" which was an anthology about the Foundation.

   _Foundation's Friends_ is due out in paperback within the next month or
so. However, it's *not* an anthology about the Foundation, but about
Asimov's work in general. (Cf. _Moonsinger's Friends_, which celebrated the
career of Andre Norton.)

David Goldfarb
goldfarb@ocf.berkeley.edu

------------------------------

Date: 7 Sep 90 23:30:09 GMT
From: matt@group-w.uchicago.edu (Matt Crawford)
Subject: Re: Brin's Uplift series (was Re: More

>Brin's "Uplift" series is one of my favorites.  But they drive me crazy in
>some ways the way he tosses out snippets of something that looks
>absolutely fantastic, but all you get is the snippet.

If by snippets you mean those probability mines and psibombs, then don't
expect detail.  His principle is that if you're sticking to hard science,
do so and get it right.  If you aren't, then the sky's the limit.  (Compare
with Niven's definition that any story with time travel in it is
necessarily fantasy.)

Matt Crawford
matt@oddjob.uchicago.edu

------------------------------

Date: 9 Sep 90 14:10:44 GMT
From: sos@oz.plymouth.edu (Steffan O'Sullivan)
Subject: Re: Brin's Uplift series (was Re: More

> Brin's "Uplift" series is one of my favorites.  But they drive me crazy
> in some ways the way he tosses out snippets of something that looks
> absolutely fantastic, but all you get is the snippet.

Don't miss the GURPS Uplift book when it comes out (12/90?  1991?).  While
this book is the licensed role-playing gamebook for the Uplift world, the
author has been in close contact with Brin, and asked *lots* of the
questions you probably are asking.  Since gamers need to know more about a
place and its people than readers (they have to interact), Brin filled in
*some* (but not all) of the gaps.  Nice reading, even in the playtest
version.

Steffan O'Sullivan
sos@oz.plymouth.edu

------------------------------

Date: 9 Sep 90 03:11:50 GMT
From: zlraa@iceman.jcu.oz (Ross Alford)
Subject: Re: Bujold's books

abl@dart.ece.cmu.edu (Antonio Leal) writes:
>zlraa@iceman.jcu.oz (Lynn Alford) writes:
>> In the hope of starting a thread which discusses books, I thought I
>> would talk about Lois McMaster Bujold. [...]  The three books we now
>> have are Borders of Infinity, Falling Free and Brothers in Arms.
> A new paperback, "The Vor Game", is just out in the U.S.  

Well if the book is just out in the US I can expect to see it here in a
year or so.  If I am lucky.  I might have to order it from a bookstore down
south that gets its books earlier than the general Australian release.

> Miles' life.  She's only up to a 25 year old Miles ... I was a bit

He has done a lot with his time, hasn't he? :-)

> surprised to find Falling Free (about the genengineered 'quaddies')
> placed in the timeline ("200 years before Miles birth").  

I am not.  I noticed that one of the characters was from a planet that
advocated killing 'muties' which is true of Barrayaran until not long
before Miles birth.  She never mentioned the planet by name but if you have
the other books, you can't miss the reference.

> I like them too, though I have quibbles here and there. Falling Free
> suffered from a manicheist vision of the "evil corporate scientist",
> hell-bent on profit at any price (too stupid and short-sighted to be

Evil corporate administrator, the scientist had nothing to do with the
hell-bent on profit bit (since he was deceased at the start of the novel.)

> really credible).  Some of the adventures of Miles come out with
> miraculously low body-counts; not that I object to Bujold bucking the
> Miles himself is rather miraculous, not in that he has an exceptional

I like to think of the Dendarii as a small town type.  It matters what
happens to the individuals because there simply aren't that many to start
with.  They don't do much recruiting, so they should be careful not to lose
their trained personnel.

> is as witty as ever (best bit: "Miles, you're rough on your superiors",
> when Miles has accidentally accumulated three former superior officers,
> from distinct phases of his career, in the ship's brig ...). 

That sounds interesting.  I hadn't realised that Miles had that many
superior officers.  I will look for more of her books.  I don't have the
early ones yet, and they may be possible to buy around here.  May she have
a very long career. :-)

Lynn Alford

------------------------------

Date: 11 Sep 90 02:35:00 GMT
From: J_DELANO@unhh.bitnet
Subject: The Man in the High Castle

   To bring this discussion onto another tack:
   I've gathered from the recent discussion what The Grasshopper Lies Heavy
means to our, 'real' world, but what does it mean to Abendsen and his
universe?  Why is he so upset with Juliana at the end?
   Incidently, the title of Abendsen's book, tGLH, is mentioned as being a
biblical passage.  Is it, and if so what significance?

------------------------------

Date: 8 Sep 90 03:55:39 GMT
From: eilian@eddie.mit.edu (Adina Adler)
Subject: Re: Is the new Guy Gavriel Kay book out yet?

giguere@csg.UWaterloo.CA (Eric Giguere) writes:
>My understanding is that Kay has been working on a new fantasy series and
>the first book was due out in the fall sometime.  Has anyone seen or heard
>of it yet?  If it's as good as the Fionavar Tapestry I'll even buy it in
>hardback.

The new book is called "Tigana".  It showed up in a local bookstore
(Wordsworth in Harvard Square, for those of you in the Boston area) about a
week ago.  My understanding is that it's a stand-alone book.  Certainly it
does not require a sequel, or even seem to lead to one.  I liked it a lot.
I think it's a good, solid piece of fantasy.  I do not regret buying it in
hardcover.  However, I thought that "The Fionavar Tapestry" was one of the
best books I'd ever read, so, in my opinion, "Tigana" isn't as good.

>(I hope our American compatriots get to experience Kay's work this
>time...)

What does this mean?  The Fionavar Tapestry has been out in America for
some time, though the last book isn't out in paperback yet, and, from what
I've heard, won't be for a couple of years.

Adina Adler
eilian@eddie.MIT.EDU

------------------------------

Date: 9 Sep 90 20:54:59 GMT
From: rti!sheol!throopw@mcnc.mcnc.org (Wayne Throop)
Subject: Re: Raymond's Reviews #75: The Death of Sleep

In general I agree with Eric's review of _The_Death_of_Sleep_, though I
found _Sassinak_ and the "Dinosaur Planet" books better reads than he did.
But there are a few points that I think could benefit from more information
or a different perspective, and I'll expand on those below.

eric@snark.thyrsus.com (Eric S. Raymond) writes:
> the back-cover blurb tells an outright lie about the plot. [...]
> The back cover blurb has poor Lunzie Mespill, the heroine, forced into
> cold sleep of unanticipated length by a pirate attack. This is not what
> happens in the text;

Agreed, though to be as fair as possible to the book, an incident quite
like what the cover describes does indeed occur.  The problem is that the
cover pretty clearly isn't referring to it.  Suffice it to say that Lunzie
seems to be cryosleep-prone.

> [...] one of those famous flying-avalanche asteroid belts so beloved of
> astronomically ignorant writers. One big, wet raspberry to the editorial
> dept. at Baen. Have they sunk so low that they don't even bother reading
> the books before they blurb them? Sheesh!

There is ample evidence that they have indeed sunk so low, (or know so
little themselves), because they've done similar things often before.  I
recall one particular abomination that even included the asteroid belt
gaffe Eric describes.  In addition, it gets orbital dynamic laughably wrong
black hole physics and relativistic effects unrecognizably distorted, and
in general slaughters any and all scientific subjects that come to hand.

And worse, Baen's cover blurb said that this was a fine book for those who
like good, hard science along with their fiction.  Gag.

_The_Doomsday_Effect_ was the title as I recall.  Horrible.

Wayne Throop
<backbone>!mcnc!rti!sheol!throopw 
sheol!throopw@rti.rti.org

------------------------------

Date: 10 Sep 90 16:51:29 GMT
From: alberti@cs.umn.edu (Bob Alberti)
Subject: The Death of Sleep and Sassinak

throopw@sheol.UUCP (Wayne Throop) writes:
>In general I agree with Eric's review of _The_Death_of_Sleep_, though I
>found _Sassinak_ and the "Dinosaur Planet" books better reads than he did.
>But there are a few points that I think could benefit from more
>information or a different perspective, and I'll expand on those below.

This seemed as good a place to ask this question as any.  How did the
collaboration work between Elizabeth Moon and Anne McCaffrey in writing
Sassinak?  Having read both authors previously, it felt to me like Moon
wrote the first half of Sassinak, and McCaffrey the second.  Possibly at
the same time.  Possibly at quite distant locations from each other.
Possibly without much interaction!  The first half read like "Paksennarion
in Space", the second read like a Romance in Space.

Do me a favor, too: when I asked this on a local writers echo, I was flamed
into cinders for being so naive and stupid as to assume that McCaffrey lent
anything more than her name to the novel.  If that's the case, just tell
me, don't flame me - I'm still crispy from last time ~*:-{ .

Bob Alberti
Micro and Wkstn Networks Ctr
U of MN
UUCP:  nic.MR.NET!boombox.micro.UMN.EDU!alberti
INET:  alberti@boombox.micro.UMN.EDU           

------------------------------

Date: 7 Sep 90 20:34:59 GMT
From: jeanie@rscene.hac.com
Subject: McCaffrey and Dragons

Howdy, folks.

I was just wondering if anyone knew of MS McCaffrey's plans on Pern.  I
just finished reading Renegades of Pern.  It felt to me very much like an
end to the Pern stories.  Does anyone know if she is going to write more
about Pern?  Dragons?

Jeanie
jeanie@rscene.hac.com

------------------------------

Date: 8 Sep 90 05:38:59 GMT
From: alpert@amos.ucsd.edu (Marjorie Alpert)
Subject: Re: McCaffrey and Dragons

jeanie@rscene.hac.com writes:
>I was just wondering if anyone knew of MS McCaffrey's plans on Pern.  Does
>anyone know if she is going to write more about Pern?

As far as I know, wasnt there supposed to be another book called
All_the_Weyrs_of_Pern??

I heard about it several months ago in this newsgroup.  Is the person who
wrote about it still with us?? If so, can you tell us anything more??

Thanks.

Marjorie
md2b

------------------------------

Date: 8 Sep 90 07:30:05 GMT
From: jokim@jarthur.claremont.edu (John H. Kim)
Subject: Re: McCaffrey and Dragons

I think _All_the_Weyrs_of_Pern_ is (was ?) supposed to happen after
_Dragonsdawn_, describing how the other Weyrs and holds get established.
McCaffrey has 4000+ years of Pernese history to fill up if she wants, from
the point of view of as many characters as she wants.  I think the end will
come only when the demand and her desire to continue the series ends.

John H. Kim    
jokim@jarthur.claremont.edu
uunet!jarthur!jokim        

------------------------------

Date: 7 Sep 90 16:48:34 GMT
From: eric@snark.thyrsus.com (Eric S. Raymond)
Subject: Reviews: short takes

I'm going to be doing *lots* of short takes for a while to catch up with
summer stuff that came out either during my August vacation or the deadline
crunch before it.

Title:     The Essence of Evil: Angel's Luck #3
By:        Joe Clifford Faust
Publisher: Del Rey/Ballantine (April 1990)
Format:    pb, 281pp
ISBN:      0-345-36089-3

   This is vol 3 of an SF trilogy including _Precious_Cargo_ and
_Desperate_Measures_. The books chronicle the misadventures of a
tramp-starfreighter captain with more optimism than brains and more brains
than luck. Unfortunately, the world is unoriginal, the prose is tepid and
the attempts at humor and suspense are weak and listless.  I think it's
possible that the author might grow into doing better stuff, though. Better
"luck" next time, Mr. Faust.

Title:     Conan the Invincible
By:        Robert Jordan
Publisher: TOR (July 1990)
Format:    pb, 284pp
ISBN:      0-812-50997-8

   You really can judge this book by its cover - an inferior knockoff of
Frank Frazetta's art style, jacketing an inferior knockoff of Robert E.
Howard's wonderful deathless hack prose, copyright 1982 by "Conan
Properties", inc. Feh. That whirring noise you hear in the background is
REH's remains spinning up to around 6000rpm. Anyone with respect for his
memory or a modicum of taste should avoid this turkey like the plague.

Title:     Cross the Stars
By:        David Drake
Publisher: TOR (July 1990)
Format:    pb, 342pp
ISBN:      0-812-50999-4

   This is a reprint of one of Drake's shoot 'em, burn 'em, gas 'em
mini-epics of military carnography (from 1984), strictly for those who love
the smell of napalm in the morning. I like good military SF myself but this
olive-drab knockoff of the Odyssey isn't it.  It suffers from weak
characters, implausible worldbuilding, and constantly audible grinding
noises from the primitive plot machinery.  Better you should reread Bujold
or _Starship_Troopers_.

Title:     Phule's Company
By:        Robert Asprin
Publisher: Ace (July 1990)
Format:    pb, 232pp
ISBN:      0-441-66251-X

   This book, advertised as the first of a series, aims to spoof military
SF in much the same way the author's Skeeve books made slapstick out of
fantasy cliches. Unfortunately, the results are less inventive. Oh, well.
at least it's entertaining fluff.

ERRATA:
   My review of Glen Cook's _The_Swordbearer_ should have noted that it was
a reprint of an early (1982) Cook. Thanks to Robin Bailey for pointing this
out.

------------------------------

Date: 11 Sep 90 01:41:14 GMT
From: AXXBOZE@uicvmc.bitnet (Andy Boze)
Subject: SF Humor

Recently there was some discussion of humorous SF works. I'm usually quite
skeptical of covers claiming to contain hilariously funny books, and I've
been away from SF for a few years (went back to grad school), so I'm
wondering if anyone would care to recommend some of their favorite funny
SFal literature to get me going again. Novels, short stories, anything will
do, but I'm particularly looking for Ha-Ha-laugh-out-loud-fall-off-the-bed-
onto-the-floor types of humor. Good puns are welcome, too. Anyone got any
recommendations?

Andy Boze
University of Illinois
Departmental Library Services
1408 W Gregory Dr.
Urbana, IL 61801 
AXXBOZE@UICVMC.AISS.UIUC.EDU
AXXBOZE@UICVMC

------------------------------

Date: 7 Sep 90 22:07:19 GMT
From: mccul_kc@jhunix.hcf.jhu.edu (Katrin C McCullough)
Subject: Re: Two Dragonlance Questions

g7ahn@compulink.co.uk writes:
>I was reading today (again) the short story "The Legacy" from "Magic of
>Krynn" and I am puzzled about two things:
>1. After Palin's test Raistlin says (talking to himself):
>   "I just want you to know that I didn't do it for you, mages!
>   I didn't do it for the conclave. I didn't do it for my 
>   brother. I had one more debt to pay in my lifetime. Now
>   I have discharged it. I can sleep in peace."
>   What is the debt? I have a clue but I would like to
>   hear your opinion.

I don't have an idea about your other question, but this one I was just
thinking about a few weeks ago, and here's what I came up with: Later on, I
think as the very last thing he says, Raistlin says, "To the magic, I give
you, Palin", or something to that effect.  It suddenly occurred to me (it
hadn't before) that that might be the last debt.  After all, the magic gave
him all enjoyment in life - the magic _was_ his life, and this is what he's
returning: a mage who, once he's gained a bit more power, will be the most
potent force for magic in a long time, if not ever; a mage who will be able
to give a _good_ reputation to magic.  I think it fulfills his debt to
magic quite nicely, don't you? :-)

Comments, anyone?

------------------------------

Date: 7 Sep 90 20:49:24 GMT
From: archmage@cbnewse.att.com (Raistlin Majere)
Subject: Re: Two Dragonlance Questions

CMAAE97@vaxa.cc.imperial.ac.uk writes:
> I was reading today (again) the short story "The Legacy" from "Magic of
> Krynn" and I am puzzled about two things:
> 
> 1. After Palin's test Raistlin says (talking to himself):
>    "I just want you to know that I didn't do it for you, mages!
>    I didn't do it for the conclave. I didn't do it for my 
>    brother. I had one more debt to pay in my lifetime. Now
>    I have discharged it. I can sleep in peace."
>    What is the debt? I have a clue but I would like to
>    hear your opinion.

It was the debt Raistlin owed to Paladine for accepting his act of
self-sacrifice and saving his soul from Takhisis.

> 2. Most TSR publications give Dalamar a chaotic evil alignment.
>    Does his behavior in the Legends and in Legacy justify it? 
>    He is of course chaotic and ambitious but evilness requires
>    more than that.  

Actually, I consider Dalamar more in the area of "Lawful Evil".
Nothing he does, none of his actions or statements, lend to the belief
that he is Chaotic Evil. Now Raistlin, on the other hand, is most
*definitely* Chaotic Evil.

------------------------------
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                      Shared Worlds (7 msgs)
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Date: 6 Sep 90 19:05:51 GMT
From: MRNATCH@vtvm1.cc.vt.edu (Geoff Knobl)
Subject: Turtledove

I've recently finished reading Harry Turtledove's Videssos Cycle and found
them quite enjoyable.  What else has he written and do you have any reviews
of his more recent stuff?

Geoff Knobl
Mrnatch@VTVM1.cc.vt.edu

------------------------------

Date: 7 Sep 90 03:44:33 GMT
From: parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu
Subject: The Narrow Land

Here is a list of the stories in _The Narrow Land_ by Jack Vance:

The Narrow Land
The Masquerade on Dicantropus
Where Hesperus Falls
The World-Thinker
Green Magic
The Ten Books
Chateau d'If

Gregg Parmentier
parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu

------------------------------

Date: 6 Sep 90 22:01:05 GMT
From: gertz@faraday.ece.cmu.edu (Matthew Wayne Gertz)
Subject: Zelazny (_Castle Amber_,_KOS_) (*Minor Spoiler*)

***SPOILER*** and comments relative to _Knight of Shadows_ follows:

ST702557@brownvm.brown.edu (Maarten vanDantzich) asks:
> By the way, a small matter of curiosity: did anyone compare descriptions
> of the Castle Amber with the maps in the Visual Guide?  I'm wondering
> whether Zelazny is sticking to that lay-out, or is merely doing the
> scenery as it suits him.

Zelazny has mentioned that he wishes the castle to remain something of a
mystery, which is why much of it will have to be rebuilt after the events
of _Knight of Shadows_.  And IMHO this is the way it should be.  _Roger
Zelazny's Visual Guide to Castle Amber_ is so full of incorrect information
(and stuff obviously made up by the "co"-writer Neil Randall (I think
that's his name)) that he should disassociate himself from the book
entirely.

What really irritates me is all of the references to Shadow Earth.  It
seems like every member of the royal family was on Earth around the 1980's,
which obviously does not follow from the book (I'm assuming that Corwin
regained his memory in the 1980's).  As far as I can tell, only Flora and
Corwin lived there, with an occasional visit to Flora by Random, and
everyone else was busy plotting to defend or attack for the crown.  There
are also an irritating number of (if I may borrow a phrase I saw on the net
the other day) "sly winks" to Zelazny and his other works.  One thing I've
always liked about Zelazny is that he doesn't generally do this.

To sum up, using _Castle Amber_ as any type of reference is probably a
mistake.

Matt Gertz
Advanced Manipulators Laboratory
Carnegie Mellon University
gertz@faraday.ece.cmu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 7 Sep 90 23:31:00 GMT
From: garlow@lpl.arizona.edu (Kevin Garlow x2272)
Subject: Zelazny's new(er) Amber series-- finished soon?

   I'm a big fan of the original Amber chronicles, and I've been waiting
for the new series to be completed before I read them.  (I was endlessly
frustrated when I couldn't find the next book in the series before, I don't
want to relive that!)

   So my questions are:
      1) What are the titles released to date?
      2) What new ones are in the works?
      3) When will the series be concluded?
      4) Does the new series measure up to the old?

    You can reply (r) to me, and I'll summarize the responses for the
newsgroup.

Kevin Garlow

------------------------------

Date: 8 Sep 90 18:56:53 GMT
From: jim@mks.com (Jim Gardner)
Subject: Re: Zelazny's new(er) Amber series-- finished soon?

garlow@lpl.arizona.edu (Kevin Garlow x2272) writes:
>    So my questions are:
>      3) When will the series be concluded?

Here's some background on Amber which may indicate how it developed.

Zelazny loves the opening of an amnesiac waking up and finding out that
he's involved in some kind of mess he doesn't understand.  He's used it
several times.  He figured he could only use it once more, so he thought he
would use it in one bang-up epic to beat all epics.

He started writing with Corwin waking up.  Zelazny had no more idea what
was going to happen next than Corwin did.  He had Corwin escape from
hospital and get into the nearby house.  At that point, Zelazny wanted to
drop hints that something really big was up; and as a technical challenge
(and convenience) he wanted to introduce the major characters immediately,
all in one place.  Pictures on the wall?  No, that had been done too often.
So he came up with the idea of a deck of cards.  That gave him the chance
to describe the whole set of "players" once and for all, a reference that
readers could find and refer to anytime they wanted.  These characters came
from his "list of interesting characters" that he keeps in a notebook; when
he gets a character idea he writes it down in the notebook so he has a set
of characters to use when his stories need them.

So now he had a cast of characters, but he still didn't have a plot.  He
began to wonder why someone had made a deck of cards showing these people.
What could the cards be for?  Maybe communication...

And that was when Amber began to take form.

After a little more writing, he had determined that the plot was going to
involve a war of succession to the throne of the kingdom.  He decided that
the most interesting approach would be to have 13 books, each written from
the point of view of a different Amberite.  Each would take his or her
crack at coming out on top, and who knew what would happen next.

The first book was Corwin's, of course.  Zelazny originally planned to have
Corwin try and fail, be thrown blind into the dungeon, then stay there for
the rest of the series (unless someone rescued him later on).  The next
book would be written from the point of view of some other character.

But the first Amber book was written as the first of a two book contract.
For various reasons, the second book he intended to sell went to a
different publisher, and Zelazny suddenly had to produce a new novel in a
short period of time.  He decided to go with a second Amber book and
started trying to write the book from some other character's viewpoint.
Nothing clicked; he couldn't find the right tone of voice for any of the
other Amberites.  In desperation, he went back to Corwin, had Corwin's eyes
amazingly grow back (didn't you always wonder about that?) and got Corwin
out of jail.  Thus Corwin narrated the second book too and kept going for a
while.

He switched to Merlin later to revitalize his interest in the series and to
start it going in new directions.  He has said that he would like to do
some books from the point of view of one of the female characters.  For
sentimental reasons, he is still looking at a 13 (or 14) book series but
the original impetus behind that number is no longer germane.

(All of the above info comes from Zelazny himself at Clarion West, '89.)

Jim Gardner
Mortice Kern Systems

------------------------------

Date: 5 Sep 90 15:02:21 GMT
From: lac@titan.tsd.arlut.utexas.edu (Lloyd Chalfant)
Subject: Re: Shared World?

ZAK@CU.NIH.GOV writes:
> What *exactly* does "shared world" mean?  I have an idea, but...

A shared world is a setting of some sort (a planet, universe, etc.)
created by one or more people.  There are usually some basic rules of
behavior and perhaps a common set of characters.  This enables many writers
to experiment/contribute to stories about said world.

A science-fiction writers group I know in Austin, Texas did this.  You
would be surprised how differently a world can be interpreted, even within
the bounds of the rules.

I would call Norton's Witch World and Bradley's Darkover shared worlds.

Lloyd Chalfant
Applied Research Laboratories
P.O. Box 8029                
Austin, Texas 78713-8029     

------------------------------

Date: 5 Sep 90 17:08:07 GMT
From: chuq@apple.com (Spot the Wonder Dog)
Subject: Re: Shared World?

lac@titan.tsd.arlut.utexas.edu (Lloyd Chalfant) writes:
>ZAK@CU.NIH.GOV writes:
>> What exactly does "shared world" mean?  I have an idea, but...
>
>A shared world is a setting of some sort (a planet, universe, etc.)
>created by one or more people.  There are usually some basic rules of
>behavior and perhaps a common set of characters.  This enables many
>writers to experiment/contribute to stories about said world.

I think this definition is close, but misses the mark a bit by mixing up a
few variants.

A 'classic' shared world is something like "Thieves' World", "Liavek" or
"Wild Cards".  A person (or group) comes up with the idea, builds the
environment and sets up the general plotline.  Individual authors then
flesh out their parts based on this 'Bible' of the world.  There isn't a
lot of experimentation that can be done because all the stories have to
mesh with each other.

> A science-fiction writers group I know in Austin, Texas did this.  You
> would be surprised how differently a world can be interpreted, even
> within the bounds of the rules.

This is one specific variation; the most famous version is probably the
world created by Harlan Ellison called Medea.  This is different from a
shared world situation in that instead of having all of the authors write
from a common storyline, all that is done is the worldbuilding aspects.
Each author then goes off and writes whatever story they want (If you can
find a copy of "Medea: Harlan's World" read it.  It's a fascinating glimpse
both at how authorial worldbuilding is done AND how different authors take
the same starting point and do their thing with it).

A third variation is the novel-length shared universe. The highest-profile
form of this is, obviously, Pocket Books "Star Trek" series, but Robot
City, Venus Prime, Clypsis and others also qualify. These generally look
more like shared-world anthologies with longer stories.  The series editor
controls the plot and the author fills in the blanks (to some degree or
another.  Since Paul Preuss is writing Venus Prime all by himself, he's got
a lot more leeway than, say Bruce Bethke in "Robot City", Charles de Lint
in "The Dungeon" or Jeffrey Carver in "Clypsis").

> I would call Norton's Witch World and Bradley's Darkover shared worlds.

I disagree with this pretty strongly.  While people are now writing in both
worlds, neither was conceived as a shared universe and neither, for many
years, was shared.  The same is being done in Adams' Horseclans, but I
don't think it qualifies, either.  Just because Greg Benford has written a
sequel to an Arthur C. Clarke story doesn't mean it's now a shared world.

Probably the first major shared world in the field (and an informal one)
was Lovecraft's Cthulhu mythos.

Chuq Von Rospach
chuq@apple.com

------------------------------

Date: 5 Sep 90 19:07:29 GMT
From: ward@tsnews.convergent.com (Ward Griffiths)
Subject: Re: Shared World?

lac@titan.tsd.arlut.utexas.edu (Lloyd Chalfant) writes:
>  I would call Norton's Witch World and Bradley's Darkover shared worlds.

Witch World and Darkover may have BECOME shared worlds at this point, but
Norton had the Witch World to herself for 35+ years and Bradley didn't
invite the Friends of Darkover to contribute untill she had at least a
dozen or so novels out.

The present slew of (mostly bad) shared worlds basically started with the
Thieves World series by Bob Asprin, which was OK till Janet Morris f*cked
it up.  Morris's own Heroes in Hell shared world is salvaged by several
writers a lot better than herself.  Larry Niven has now opened up parts of
his Known Space universe and Earth from before the magic went away, but
like Witch World and Darkover, that's a case of a writer letting others add
to an established base.  Theoretically, you could call DC and Marvel's
comic universes shared worlds.

Ward Griffiths

------------------------------

Date: 6 Sep 90 09:59:48 GMT
From: chris@tcom.stc.co.uk (Chris Milton)
Subject: Re: Shared World?

Momentarily combining the 2 threads of shared worlds and Jack Vance:
(you can see the question coming ay??! :-)

Was the Dying Earth conceived originally as a shared world or was it an
idea of Jack Vance's which others then waded into??

Much thanks.

chris@jura.tcom.stc.co.uk

------------------------------

Date: 6 Sep 90 17:00:13 GMT
From: whh@pacbell.com (Wilson Heydt)
Subject: Re: Shared World?

lac@titan.tsd.arlut.utexas.edu (Lloyd Chalfant) writes:
> A shared world is a setting of some sort (a planet, universe, etc.)
> created by one or more people.  There are usually some basic rules of
> behavior and perhaps a common set of characters.  This enables many
> writers to experiment/contribute to stories about said world.

Won't argue with the definition, except to say that the world is sometimes
set up by an individual.

> I would call Norton's Witch World and Bradley's Darkover shared worlds.

I can't speak to Norton's works, but Bradley's "Darkover" is definitely
*not* a "shared world".  She wrote a series of neovels, and when fen
started writing stories in it (a common fannish habit), she discovered that
some of the fannish stories were of publishable quality (in her opinion).
As result of that, she edited (and is editing, she's reading for one now) a
series of works known as the "Friends of Darkover" books.  *However*,
Bradley retains the sole rights to Darkover and personnaly chooses which
stories are acceptable to be published as set there.  What she *has* done
is to permit a number of novice authors get a foot in the door without
having to come up with a whole world (I'll leave quality aside, I have my
differences about how well thought out Darkover is) on their own.
Sometimes, those writers write things that Bradley (by her own admission)
could *not* have written.  They also write things that she might have
thought of but didn't really want to, for a variety of reasons.  A few of
the stories she considers to be part of the 'canonical' description of
Darkover.  (I have reason to believe that some of the ones my wife has had
published in the books fall in this category.)

As for the other Bradley anthology series, "Sword and Sorceress", that is a
"world" at all.  The short description is "sword and sorcery stories with
female protagonists."  For a longer description, read Bradley's forwards to
each volume.  These stories are not (or at least, not all) feminist tracts.
Again, I have to refer to the ones that my wife has written.

Hal Heydt
Analyst, Pacific*Bell
415-823-5447         
whh@pbhya.PacBell.COM

------------------------------

Date: 8 Sep 90 03:27:18 GMT
From: eilian@eddie.mit.edu (Adina Adler)
Subject: Re: Shared World?

chuq@Apple.COM (Spot the Wonder Dog) writes:
>A 'classic' shared world is something like "Thieves' World", "Liavek" or
>"Wild Cards".  A person (or group) comes up with the idea, builds the
>environment and sets up the general plotline. Individual authors then
>flesh out their parts based on this 'Bible' of the world. There isn't a
>lot of experimentation that can be done because all the stories have to
>mesh with each other.

What I remember from the introduction to Thieves' World (the first book),
is Robert Asprin, Lynn Abbey, and some others coming up with the world
(mostly the city of Sanctuary), and asking everyone to come up with a
character.  There were some rules about using other people's characters in
your stories, but I don't remember them now.  There wasn't any general
plotline in that series until Janet Morris came along with Tempus and
suddenly everyone was writing about him.

Before Wild Cards started coming out, I went to a reading by George R.R.
Martin in which he read the second "Turtle" story and explained the whole
universe.  It sounds like he came up with the basic idea and got other
writers to help.  What I specifically remember is that they had an
incentive system for getting people to use other people's characters, in
that (I think) the royalties were split according to how many times your
characters were used, so you'd get more money if your character was used
more than once.  Ack.  After looking at that sentence, I realize that while
I specifically remember an incentive system, I don't remember the details.
Sorry.  Also, you were allowed (nay, encouraged) to use other people's
characters in your stories, with the limitation that you could not kill or
permanently maim said characters.  Personally, I liked the first book (in
which there were very few shared plots) a lot better than the later ones.

And, as long as I'm commenting, Liavek didn't seem to have that many shared
plotlines.  True, everything in the last book kind of converged, but there
were a number of independent stories in the earlier books.

Adina Adler
eilian@eddie.MIT.EDU

------------------------------

Date: 7 Sep 90 16:09:55 GMT
From: ward@tsnews.convergent.com (Ward Griffiths)
Subject: Re: Shared World?

chris@tcom.stc.co.uk (Chris Milton) writes:
> Was the Dying Earth conceived originally as a shared world or was it an
> idea of Jack Vance's which others then waded into??

No.  The Dying Earth was Vance's original concept many, many years ago,
originally published as short stories.  The first add-on not by Vance was a
novel by Michael Shea.  There have since been some other pastiches set in
that world.  As I recall, Vance isn't paying any attention to these items
in his writing, nor should he be obliged to.

Ward Griffiths

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

		 Films - Darkman (3 msgs) & The Witches &
                         The Valar Must Be Crazy &
                         They Live (2 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 27 Aug 90 22:09:36 GMT
From: 21329KAD@msu.bitnet (Kim Dyer)
Subject: DARKMAN

Very minor spoilers, if you haven't seen the previews and are REAL picky.

Well, this discussion will show up here eventually, so I may as well get
started now.  Personally, I liked DARKMAN.  I thought it captured the comic
book feel better then any other cinematic attempt I have seen.  I will
admit that there are plot holes but, they are the type of plot holes
typical of comic books.  (HOW does "Darkman" re-create that lab, in a
warehouse, with no finances and no "old" equipment to start with).  The
villians are entirely evil, the hero tormented.  The dialogue is, well,
comic book.  All of the motion in the film is on a grand scale.  You can
almost SEE the comic book panels forming out of certain shots (and I am not
talking about tacky things like BATWING against the moon, I mean actual,
story advancing shots framed like a comic book).  This film is not horror,
it is not great cinema.  What it IS is a comic book tranferred lovingly and
well to film.

------------------------------

Date: 28 Aug 90 14:26:25 GMT
From: GMORR00@ricevm1.bitnet (elmo)
Subject: Re: DARKMAN

     Yes, Darkman is a wonderfully traditionalist comic book, but a lot of
the visuals, particularly the eye-motif and motion into-and-out-of the eye,
could not be done in a comic book.
     An excellent film, done in a grand style.  The visuals of our hero in
slouch hat and coat are awe-inspiring.
     Body count: Hero-caused: maybe double digits.  Villain-caused: teens.
Opening scene, between two rival groups of thugs: c. 30.  

Elmo
morrow@physics.rice.edu

------------------------------

Date: 8 Sep 90 23:46:21 GMT
From: leeper@cbnewsj.att.com (Mark R. Leeper)
Subject: DARKMAN

				   DARKMAN
		       A film review by Mark R. Leeper

	  Capsule review:  This film does not have gaps in its
     logic, it has gorges.  Sam Raimi's transition from horror to
     science fiction shows up serious problems in his plotting.
     Five people wrote the screenplay, but it plays as if it were
     ten.  And a bigger budget is pushing Raimi's visual sense to
     the pretentious.  A sad disappointment after his EVIL DEAD
     II.  Rating: -1.

     Sam Raimi is a director who came from out of nowhere to become a major
name in the horror film genre.  His film EVIL DEAD (1983), produced on a
shoestring, was nonetheless a very impressive debut.  He had a lot of novel
variations on what was basically a zombie film.  Raimi's second film, EVIL
DEAD II (1987), proved to be a terrifically inventive horror film with an
amazing array of weird twists and visual playing.  You have little idea
watching EVIL DEAD II what is likely to happen next but you can be fairly
sure it will further twist the horror film cliches into a knot.  With
DARKMAN Raimi is taking on the comic book superhero film and trying to
twist it the way he twisted the zombie film in his previous efforts.

     With DARKMAN, however, Raimi is telling a more complex story than
before and it shows up weaknesses in his story-telling abilities.  In fact,
by making the short trip from horror/fantasy to what is basically science
fiction, Raimi has managed to turn his greatest virtue into his greatest
flaw.  What was good about the EVIL DEAD films, particularly the sequel,
was the feeling that just about anything could happen.  That is the same
feeling we get with DARKMAN, but it is a fault.  As a fantasy, the EVIL
DEAD films take place in a world of the supernatural.  DARKMAN occurs in
the world of the rational and it has a much more complex plot.  With a
rational film you have the right to observe that something does not make
sense.

     Liam Neeson plays Dr. Westlake, a scientist working on synthetic flesh
a la 1932's DR. X.  His girlfriend Julie Hastings (played by Frances
McDormand) runs afoul of some particularly sadistic heavies and they
horribly disfigure Westlake in an attempt to kill him.  To treat Westlake,
his doctors cut his pain sensors, a standard procedure operation that
leaves Westlake with great strength and also makes him just a little
mentally unbalanced.  As his doctor (Jenny Agutter in a cameo) explains,
this is pretty generally what the operation does. The first question to ask
is why there are not a bunch of very strong people running around.  Even
if, as the doctor suggests, the vast majority of people who have the
operation do not survive, wouldn't the few who do have the Darkman's
strength?

     Westlake, disfigured, then escapes and hides in sewers with perhaps
more than just a slight tip of the hat to the 1943 PHANTOM OF THE OPERA.
Eventually he finds a place and stocks it with very advanced scientific
equipment.  (How does he find such a nice place that is just abandoned?
Where does he get the equipment?  Who knows?)  He uses his synthetic flesh
to make computer-generated masks that are perfect replicas of people using
only the information in a single photograph.  (Bosh - he could not possibly
get all the information he needs from so few photographs.)  When he puts on
the mask he can look so much like the other person as to fool even close
associates.  (How does he get the right voice?  Assume the right stature?)
Apparently after having built this laboratory with his own hands he
suddenly discovers that all along his hands have been as badly destroyed as
his face.  (How could he do as much as he did without realizing the state
of his hands?)  The logic of DARKMAN is not just bad, it is shockingly bad.

     The technical credits are somewhat better.  The score by Danny Elfman
is somewhat in his BATMAN style but stands fairly well on its own.  With
his first real budget, Raimi has managed a number of nice visual effects
though at times he almost borders on being pretentious.  One such touch has
Hastings watching the death of her lover.  First the background fades to a
graveyard, then her clothing fades to a black mourning dress.  A number of
visual touches seem to borrow from ALTERED STATES.  But there are also
surprising visual gaffes such as shots shown in mirror image with tell-tale
backwards lettering.  At one point we see a truck with a clown smile face
on it destroyed and seconds later we see it miraculously undestroyed.  The
tone of the film abruptly shifts to tongue-in-cheek toward the end,
damaging the feeling.

     DARKMAN has been getting some very favorable comment from critics.
And I tried to turn my mind off and just enjoy the film.  But I have to say
DARKMAN did not do very much for me.  I give it a -1 on the -4 to +4 scale.

Mark R. Leeper
att!mtgzx!leeper
leeper@mtgzx.att.com

------------------------------

Date: 10 Sep 90 13:38:47 GMT
From: leeper@cbnewsj.att.com (Mark R. Leeper)
Subject: THE WITCHES

				 THE WITCHES
		       A film review by Mark R. Leeper

	  Capsule review:  Jim Henson's last film is a charming
     modern fairy tale of a boy foiling a plot by the witches of
     England.  It captures some of the fun horror of traditional
     fairy tales.  Unfortunately, it loses some of its inspiration
     about mid-film.  The story would be ideally suited to
     animation and doing it in live action is an impressive if not
     altogether necessary feat.  Rating: low +2.

     The perfect medium for showing imaginative images visually is
animation.  With animation, if you can visualize it, you can put it on a
screen.  1973's FANTASTIC PLANET, while lacking in story values, may well
be the most visually imaginative science fiction film ever made.
Unfortunately for animated fantasy, STAR WARS came out four years later and
showed that imaginative live action was coming of age and animated fantasy
became a sideshow.  Only the Japanese seem to recognize the possibilities
of animation as a medium for fantasy, and even in Japan fantastic animation
is falling short of the real potential of the medium.  In the United States
and Europe audiences want live action even if it is at the expense of
imagination.  Films such as BATMAN and DICK TRACY are trying to impress the
world with how well they can overcome problems that would not even arise
with animation.  DICK TRACY was able to make some expensive boxoffice stars
really look much like the comic strip characters.  BATMAN was less
successful visually in making Jack Nicholson look like the Joker.  Both of
these films could have had better stories and looked absolutely perfect had
they been animated, but they would have died at the boxoffice.  Audiences
really want live action and are quite willing to sacrifice story values and
imagination for the thrill of seeing things done in live action.

     THE WITCHES is a fine new live-action fantasy film that almost matches
in imagination and charm what Walt Disney was able to do with animation
back in the 1940s.

     Fairy tales are not all sweetness and fun, and they are not just for
children.  Most fairy tales are horror stories told on a level that all
ages can appreciate them.  And that is just what THE WITCHES is.  From the
very beginning this film lays down some blood-curdling folklore about
witches.  Some of it is really the stuff paranoia is made of.  Witches can
live right next door, they smell children from great distances, they have
no toes.  Take note, those of you who feel children must be protected from
the sort of scary stories that children have been raised on from time
immemorial.  The stories are told to young Luke (played by Jasen Fisher) by
his Norwegian grandmother (played by Swedish actor/director Mai Zettering)
and it is a good thing she told him.  He shortly has to fight a convocation
of the witches of England in their plot to turn all English children into
mice.  And shortly is how he has to fight them, since he is one of the
first two children turned into mice.

     Jim Henson used his Muppet technology to portray the mouse Luke when
he does something non-mouselike.  When a trained mouse can be used, it is.
The problem there is that the Muppet mouse has a cute face that the real
mouse apparently found very difficult to mimic.  The combining of realistic
mouse movements with a humanlike personality for the mouse would be, of
course, much simpler for Disney to do in animation than it was for Henson
to do in live action, and the result would have been much more successful.
The makeup for the witches is similarly nicely executed.  Anjelica Huston's
Grand High Witch makeup fails to convince totally that this is really the
face of a living being, but it is well-detailed.

     THE WITCHES is, and is likely to remain, Nicholas Roeg's only
children's film.  (He claims he made it for his own newly-born child.)
Allan Scott's script, based on the novel by Roald Dahl, raises some
gooseflesh early on, but loses much of its power to chill once Luke is a
cute mouse and the story concentrates more on his mission than on the
horror of the witches.  Scott also manages to throw in some double
entendres clearly not intended for the younger audience.  In smaller roles
there is Rowan Atkinson (television's Black Adder) as a hotel manager
clearly of the Basil Fawlty style.  Bill Peterson (Dickie Bird in Bill
Forsyte's COMFORT AND JOY) plays the father of a mouse who once was a
gluttonous child.

     It would be unfair to down-rate this film because it is not doing
anything to advance animated film.  The film as it stands *is* charming and
works (at least generally) in live action.  It is a nice fantasy and
deserves some credit for not aiming specifically at a youth or teenage
market.  It is just a decent fantasy film that is there for whatever
audience it finds.  I rate it a low +2 on the -4 to +4 scale.

Mark R. Leeper
att!mtgzx!leeper
leeper@mtgzx.att.com

------------------------------

Date: 8 Sep 90 06:44:03 GMT
From: malc@tahoe.unr.edu (Malcolm L. Carlock)
Subject: Movie Review:  The Valar Must Be Crazy

[If you aren't familiar with the subject matter in "The Lord of the Rings"
 or "The Silmarillion", the following probably won't mean much to you.]

"The Valar Must Be Crazy"

A Film Review by Malcolm L. Carlock

This delightful film takes an interesting twist on the idea of the "heroic
quest", making us perhaps take a closer look at ourselves, as well as
throwing in a bit of philosophy (and a certain amount of moralization)
along the way.

The story opens onto an idyllic setting, introducing us to a group of
small, brown, curly-haired people who live in what we would consider
unusual happiness and peace, and in relatively quiet harmony with nature.
One day, into their midst comes a powerful and seemingly magical new
object.  At first it seems to be quite useful, but ultimately is seen as a
source of discord and unhappiness, if not outright evil, in the community.
A decision is made that one of the members of the community must take the
object away and dispose of it.

The member of the community to whom this task has fallen leaves his home
with a certain amount of sorrow and trepidation, embarking on an arduous
quest for the place where he believes this object can safely be disposed
of.  During this journey he encounters quite a number of large, loud and
dangerous people, and more or less constantly risks injury and death.

Eventually, the goal is reached (though not without many setbacks), thanks
to the considerable wisdom of an old bearded fellow whose presence and
assistance proves crucial to the quest, as well as some of the
abovementioned large and loud people, at least two of whom, in a pleasing
instance of romantic justice, end up living happily ever after.

The journey is completed, the troublesome object is disposed of, and
following another long journey, the protagonist returns home to a life of
peace, though a certain shadow remains (possibly the viewer's strong
suspicion that the film is soon to be followed by an inferior sequel.)

Producer/director Barry Took is to be commended for his vision and
originality in creating this thoughtful and colorful film.

Four stars.

Malcolm Carlock

------------------------------

Date: 29 Aug 90 14:07:02 GMT
From: slj@iris.brown.edu (Shari L. Jackson)
Subject: movie title request

Could someone please tell me the name of the movie which came out a few
years ago, with the basic plot that aliens had infiltrated into our
society, disguised as humans.  There were special glasses for humans to see
the aliens as they really were, as well as the subliminal messages they had
planted everywhere.

Please E-MAIL your replies.  (This should be a really easy one, so please,
if you're reading this and it's been a day or two since I posted, don't
bother replying.)  I'll post the answer once I find out.  Thanks!

Shari

------------------------------

Date: 29 Aug 90 22:53:35 GMT
From: csusac!potter@csufres.csufresno.edu (david potter)
Subject: "THEY LIVE"  (Movie I.D.)

Shari asks:
> Could someone please tell me the name of the movie which came out a few
> years ago, with the basic plot that aliens had infiltrated into our
> society, disguised as humans.  There were special glasses for humans to
> see the aliens as they really were, as well as the subliminal messages
> they had planted everywhere.

   I'm answering in public because I like the movie and feel others will,
too, if they get enough review comments to describe it.

   This one sounds like a John Carpenter movie called "THEY LIVE."  It's
out on video tape, and rentable.  One of the most priceless cuts in the
movie is the scene wherein Siskel and Ebert turn out to be aliens; and some
of their dialog is a put-down of violence-rich movies, including the work
of John Carpenter.  A lovely touch you won't even notice unless you're
quick on the uptake or looking for it.
    The movie is based on an SF story by Ray Faraday Nelson (inventor of
the propellor beanie; long-time actifan; musician; and just generally weird
person of the nice-weird variety) called "EIGHT O'CLOCK IN THE MORNING."
    Since Carpenter hired "professional wrestlers" (read: body-builders who
posture and foam at the mouth for a living) to play several of the roles,
there are very few actors in the movie you've heard of.  Intriguingly, Rod
Piper, the lead actor, does quite a good job with the role of Heroic
Everyman.  The special effects are adequate, and the story is just plain
fun.
    My only objection to the movie is a fight scene that is incredibly
dragged out, tedious, and fairly boring.  I suspect it may have been added
to satisfy the "professional wrestling" fans, but it sure ruins the pacing
of the movie.
    Don't spend more than a few dollars to rent it, but it's fun if you
haven't seen it.

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	    Books - Request Answers (3 msgs) & Short Reviews &
                    Modern Fantasy (6 msgs) & SF Mysteries &
                    Shared Worlds & Alternate Histories (5 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 24 Aug 90 19:32:29 GMT
From: dales@teksce.sce.tek.com (Dale Snell)
Subject: Re: Help, looking for a book

gjf00@DUTS.ccc.amdahl.com (Gordon Freedman) writes:
[[ ...that he's looking for a book... ]]

   This sounds like "From the Legend of Biel".  Unfortunately, I can't
remember the author's name.  I think I still have it, but it's packed away
in a box somewhere.  The publisher was either Ace or Ballantine; Ace is the
name that stands out in my memory.

   "Biel" (sp?) was the name of the girl.  The crewman was to be reborn,
but not as her.  Rather, the story about her was an all-senses (mental
projection?) recording, wherein the "viewer" (the crew, in this case)
assumed the full viewpoint of the subject of the story.  If I remember
right, one side effect of the projection was insanity if one was unable to
cope with it.

   Sorry if that sounds incoherent; it *has* been a few years since I read
the book.  Besides, I haven't had my gallon of coffee yet.  Hope this
helps.

Dale D. Snell
dales@teksce.SCE.TEK.COM
74756.666@compuserve.COM

------------------------------

Date: 6 Sep 90 21:33:27 GMT
From: sethb@fido.morgan.com (Seth Breidbart)
Subject: Re: Help, looking for a book

dales@teksce.SCE.TEK.COM (Dale Snell) writes:
>   This sounds like "From the Legend of Biel".  Unfortunately, I can't
>remember the author's name.  I think I still have it, but it's packed away
>in a box somewhere.  The publisher was either Ace or Ballantine; Ace is
>the name that stands out in my memory.

"From the Legend of Biel", Mary Staton, Ace Science Fiction Special 1.  I
haven't read it yet.  (It was filed correctly on my bookshelf, which is why
it took so long to find.)  Judging by a quick look, this does appear to be
the book.

Seth

------------------------------

Date: 7 Sep 90 21:00:50 GMT
From: bjl@esd.3com.com (Bobbie J. Lawson)
Subject: Re: Help, looking for a book

sethb@fido.morgan.com (Seth Breidbart) writes:
>dale@teksce.SCE.TEK.COM (Dale Snell) writes:
>>   This sounds like "From the Legend of Biel".  Unfortunately, I can't
>>remember the author's name.  I think I still have it, but it's packed
>>away in a box somewhere.  The publisher was either Ace or Ballantine; Ace
>>is the name that stands out in my memory.
>
>"From the Legend of Biel", Mary Staton, Ace Science Fiction Special 1.  I
>haven't read it yet.  (It was filed correctly on my bookshelf, which is
>why it took so long to find...)  Judging by a quick look, this does appear
>to be the book.

I have this book in my library, and have read it 3 or 4 times.  It is a
keeper.

What I want to know is this the same author that has done all these "horse"
books.  Mary Stanton is the name on Legend of Biel (I think).

Barbara Lawson
##3COM Corp.
ESD bldg300
Santa Clara, CA
bjl@bridge2.hqdev.3Com.com
bridge2!bjl

------------------------------

Date: 7 Sep 90 16:49:59 GMT
From: eric@snark.thyrsus.com (Eric S. Raymond)
Subject: Reviews: short takes

I'm going to be doing *lots* of short takes for a while to catch up with
summer stuff that came out either during my August vacation or the deadline
crunch before it.

Title:     A Knight of Ghosts and Shadows
By:        Mercedes Lackey & Ellen Guyon
Publisher: Baen (July 1990)
Format:    pb, 345pp
ISBN:      0-671-69885-0

   This amiable bit of fluff follows the adventures of a street musician
and Renaissance-faire habitue who discovers one day that his flute-playing
is a little too good - good enough to get him dangerously entangled with an
enclave of Elves struggling to survive the rigors of urban life in
California. Melodrama, romance and the odd bit of comedy ensue as he is
called on to save the day. Despite the male viewpoint character this book
is clearly aimed at female fantasy fans, and should please many of them.

Title:     Jaguar
By:        Bill Ransom
Publisher: Ace (July 1990)
Format:    pb, 294pp
ISBN:      0-441-70353-4

   This is a bizarre and original but not quite satisfying fantasy by Frank
Herbert's coauthor on the trashy bestseller _The_Ascension_Factor_.  The
author doubtless thinks he wrote an SF novel but the premise is incoherent
and the appeal strictly archetypal and `literary' rather than through
logical coherence and world-building detail. Resembles Herbert on a bad
day, sententious leadoff quotes for each chapter and all.

Title:     The Diamond Throne
By:        David Eddings
Publisher: Del Rey (July 1990)
Format:    pb, 435pp
ISBN:      0-345-36769-3

   Sigh. OK, I liked the _Belgariad_, but I found the _Malloreon_
unreadable and this new series has nothing new to offer. Maybe Eddings is
one of those sad cases with only one good book in him. This is strictly
predictable buckle-swashing as the Queen's Champion in a medievaloid
kingdom quests for the cure to a sinister magical disease induced by
scheming courtiers. Yawn.

Title:     A Landscape of Darkness
By:        John Blair
Publisher: Ballantine/Del Rey (July 1990)
Format:    pb, 247pp
ISBN:      0-345-36517-8

   This cliche-ridden debut novel pits an interstellar mercenary with an
attitude against an alien immortal with a thirst for blood. Actually, the
writing and world-building is better than you'd expect from that synopsis;
Blair might actually produce something interesting if he ever cooks up a
more original premise.

NOT REVIEWED
   The Dungeon #6 (Phillip Jose Farmer), Magic's Price (Mercedes Lackey)
More of those interminable fantaseries.
   Starstrike (W. Michael Gear) The stench rising from the pages was
just too intense.

------------------------------

Date: 7 Sep 90 15:09:43 GMT
From: cs100@crocus.uwaterloo.ca (Viktor Haag)
Subject: Re: "Modern" Fantasy

Here are some more of the modern fantasy books:

Little Big by John Crowley (really good)
Walkabout Woman
Darkover Series (is that right?) by Susan Cooper
Any Magic Realism (Robert Kroetsch, Marquez, Borges)
Shoeless Joe, Iowa Baseball Confederacy (WP Kinsella)
Handmaids Tail (Margaret Atwood)

Viktor Haag

------------------------------

Date: 7 Sep 90 09:24:40 GMT
From: hoptoad!tim@uunet.uu.net (Tim Maroney)
Subject: Re: "Modern" Fantasy

kayuucee@cvl.umd.edu (Kenneth W. Crist Jr.) writes:
>I'm looking for suggestions for books that I think of as "modern" fantasy.
>These are books where the story is in "our" world, but magic and magical
>creatures are present.

There's a lot!  How about, for starters:

THE RED MAGICIAN, THE DREAM YEARS, TOURISTS - Lisa Goldstein
WALKABOUT WOMAN - Michaela Roessner
OUR LADY OF DARKNESS - Fritz Leiber
THE FALLING WOMAN - Pat Murphy
GRIMUS, THE SATANIC VERSES - Salman Rushdie

And so on.  If we count horror as dark fantasy, of course, the number
becomes incalculable.

Tim Maroney
sun!hoptoad!tim
tim@toad.com

------------------------------

Date: 7 Sep 90 17:35:00 GMT
From: robs@ux1.cso.uiuc.edu
Subject: Re: "Modern" Fantasy

War for the Oaks - Emma Bull

A classic IMHO.

Just about anything by Charles DiLint.

robs@ux1.cso.uiuc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 7 Sep 90 16:32:51 GMT
From: maune@warwick.ac.uk (Mac)
Subject: Re: "Modern" Fantasy

May I suggest these two:
WEAVEWORLD,
THE DAMNATION GAME,
both by Clive Barker, although they are closer to horror in many aspects.

Also George R.R. Martin is worth looking at.

Colin A. McDonald
maune@uk.ac.warwick.cu

------------------------------

Date: 10 Sep 90 19:14:33 GMT
From: gard@tsnews.convergent.com (Ward Griffiths)
Subject: Re: Modern Fantasy

rhanschk@UHASUN.HARTFORD.EDU (Ruth Hanschka) writes:
> Obligatory book for the list: _Demon Blues_, Esther M. Freisner.  I think
> that there is more than one in that series, maybe three, but that's the
> only title I can remember off hand.

Here Be Demons, Demon Blues, Hooray for Hellywood.  Very entertaining if a
bit strained in places.  Hilarious as Hell, you might say.  But my real
favourite of Freisner's to date is "Druid's Blood", about a Sherlock Holmes
type in an alternate Victorian Britain where the Romans (and all succeeding
sets of invaders) were expelled from Britain by druid magic.  Good use of
names and personalities from our own history in a different context.

Ward Griffiths

------------------------------

Date: 10 Sep 90 22:27:56 GMT
From: james@roover.wrs.com (James Moore)
Subject: Re: "Modern" Fantasy

I enjoyed "Children of the Night" and "Burning Water," both by Mercedes
Lackey.  The setting is basically modern United States as seen from a
traditional Wiccan perspective.  Both are well done and entertaining,
although I must say I liked "Burning Water" more than "Children."

James Moore
Wind River Systems
Alameda, California
james@wrs.com

------------------------------

Date: 7 Sep 90 06:34:02 GMT
From: serduke@cory.berkeley.edu (David Serduke)
Subject: Re: Private Detecive in Fantasy World

kayuucee@cvl.umd.edu (Kenneth W. Crist Jr.) writes:
>I'm also looking for the titles and author of a series about a Sam
>Spade-type private eye who is transported to a fantasy world to solve a
>murder. Help on this would be appreciated also.

I am not sure about a fantasy world but Isaac Asimov wrote an excellent
mystery series on a sci fi world.  His series with _The Caves of Steel_,
_The Naked Sun_, and even some of _The Robots of Dawn_ are great.  They are
actually my favorite books but him (and yes I did read _Foundation_, etc) I
would highly recommend them.

David Serduke
serduke@cory.berkeley.edu

------------------------------

Date: 11 Sep 90 18:29:00 GMT
From: J_DELANO@unhh.bitnet
Subject: shared star trek

   The Star Trek universe is kind of a "divided" rather than "shared"
world.  While Paramount owns the rights to all the books, _nothing_ stated
in the book (sorry, any book, except for novelizations) is engraved in
stone.  Example: Diane Duane (although I'm not a fan of hers like most
people) did create an interesting Romulan language, including a name for
the race - Rihannsu.  But Paramount decided they didn't like that idea.
Duane also came up with the idea of affixing a 't' to male Romulan names
and a 'tr' to female ones.  Then in STV we see a Romulan named Caithlin
Dar.  No 'tr' at all.
   Too bad it couldn't all be considered the same kind of stuff.  Perhaps
Paramount should set out some guidelines of their own (like being creative
enough to make up their own Romulan name) so that all Star Trek can be
considered in the same universe.

------------------------------

Date: 7 Sep 90 04:58:04 GMT
From: gary@cgdisis.cgd.ucar.edu (Gary Strand)
Subject: The alternate histories book list, so far

The response has been gratifying. I've always been a "What If..." freak,
and now I'll have lots more to read. Keep 'em coming, though, folks!
  
Here's what I have so far, and who made the suggestion(s):

Jed Hartman (hartman@cs.swarthmore.edu):
  "Worlds of If", "Worlds of Maybe" (anthologies)
  "The Iron Dream", by Norman Spinrad 

Richard Fox (fox-r@cis.ohio-state.edu):
  "The Proteus Operation", by James Hogan
  "The Coming of the Quantum Cats", by Fredrick Pohl

Joan Shields (joan@med.unc.edu):
  "SSGB", by Len Deighton

Theodore Rodriguez-Bell (ted@oddjob.uchicago.edu):
  "The Man in the High Castle", by Philip K. Dick
  "SSGB", by Len Deighton
  "Pavane", by Keith Roberts
  "The Alteration", by Kingsley Amis
  "The Proteus Operation", by James Hogan

Michael McNeil (michaelm@vax.DSD.3Com.COM):
  "The Man in the High Castle", by Philip K. Dick

Ward Griffiths (ward@tsnews.UUCP):
  "The Man in the High Castle", by Philip K. Dick
  "The Proteus Operation", by James Hogan

SYSMEST@gecrdvm1.crd.ge.com:
  "Marching Through Georgia" and "The Stone Dogs", by S.M. Stirling

Daniel Carosone (danielce@ecr.mu.oz.au):
  "The River of Time", a story by David Brin in it

Colin A. McDonald (ibsrcam@uk.ac.brunel.cc):
  "Elleander Morning", by Jerry Yulsman

  Again, thanks to all who have responded so far.

Gary Strand
strandwg@ncar.ucar.edu

------------------------------

Date: 7 Sep 90 12:49:53 GMT
From: fuzzy@athena.mit.edu (Pinkdex - TNG)
Subject: Re: The alternate histories book list, so far

Some more suggestions: 

   Bring the Jubilee by Ward Moore (Civil War) A beautifully written book,
a real classic of the field.

   Lord Kalvan of Otherwhen counts as an alternate history, given that the
Aryan races turned right instead of left and ended up in North America!

   Captain Confederacy is a comic book series written by Will Shetterly,
which would be of interest to people not normally interested in comic
books.

   The Wild Cards Series could be counted as an alternate history if psi
powers *were* possible.

   The Iron Dream by Norman Spinrad is written "by" Adolf Hitler, in an
alternate history where he became a failed scientifiction writer instead of
a dictator.  (Complete with descriptions of fen dressing up in "Nazi"
regalia at conventions :-)

   The Long Walk by Richard Bachman (really Steven King) is subtly set in
an alternate history, but just *how* different isn't revealed until near
the end.

   Hope this helps some.

Connie Hirsch
fuzzy@athena.mit.edu

------------------------------

Date: 7 Sep 90 14:16:01 GMT
From: abl@dart.ece.cmu.edu (Antonio Leal)
Subject: Re: Alternate Histories list?

SYSMEST@gecrdvm1.crd.ge.com writes:
>gary@cgdptah.ucar.edu (Gary Strand) says:
>>  Is there a list out there of books that present "alternate histories"?
>>  I'm thinking of books like "Hitler Victorious", "What Might Have Been",
>>  "Moon of Ice" and "Clash of Eagles" being on this list.
>>
>>  I'm most interested in books that present a Nazi victory during WWII.
>
>The two books that I just finished reading offer an interesting alternate
>history, even if Germany still didn't win the Second World War, or the
>Eurasian war as these books call it.
>
>The two books are "Marching Through Georgia" and "The Stone Dogs" by S.M.
>Stirling

Actually, you missed the second book in Stirling's Draka series; it's
called Under the Yoke, and it covers a few years after the end of the
Eurasian war (the pacification of Europe, as it were).  I'd recommend
especially the third (most recent) book, The Stone Dogs.  It's the more
'stefnal' of the lot (covering the end of the century and including bits of
war in space); the first two are, in retrospect, a fascinating setup.
T.S.D. might just be the best SF book of 1990, but the whole series opens
such an ethical/moral can of worms (the survival of slavery into the 20th
century) that no one seems to want to touch it with a ten foot pole.

Another book that qualifies for "Nazi victory" alternate history is The
Year Before Yesterday, by Brian Aldiss.  It's a strange one, like many of
B.A.'s books.  It consists of about 30 pages of 'wrapper' story thrown
around two short novels.  The outer story is about a contemporary Finnish
composer in a world where Churchill was killed in a 1935 visit to Finland
(and therefore ...).  The two inner stories are (SF) novels the composer
reads.  Critics might extoll uncomparable subtlety and refined
deconstruction; I smell recycling of older material (cf. John Wenn's Aldiss
book list).  Not that the writing is bad (which is hardly the thing to
accuse Aldiss of), it's just all rather pointless - like, say, one certain
greco-german Horselover Fat ...  and nihilism is not exactly the
ideological basis of SF.

Antonio B. Leal
Dept. of Electrical and Computer Engineering
Carnegie Mellon University
Pittsburgh, PA. 15213   U.S.A.
[412] 268-2937
abl@maxwell.ece.cmu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 7 Sep 90 15:13:44 GMT
From: jacobs@freezer.it.udel.edu (Mike Jacobs)
Subject: Re: The alternate histories book list, so far

fuzzy@athena.mit.edu (Pinkdex - TNG) writes:
>	Lord Kalvan of Otherwhen counts as an alternate history, given
>that the Aryan races turned right instead of left and ended up in
>North America!

And don't forget the rest of Piper's Paratime series:

_Paratime_ by H.Beam Piper

Mike J

------------------------------

Date: 7 Sep 90 17:15:49 GMT
From: rmj@tcom.stc.co.uk (Rhodri James)
Subject: Re: Alternate Histories list?

danielce@ecr.mu.oz.au (Daniel Ake CAROSONE) writes:
>
>In a short story, the name of which escapes me, in the collection "The
>River of Time", David Brin spins a really different kind of alternate
>reality around the entire Nazi phenomenon. It looks at a novel an
>different reason as to why the Nazi's did what they did. Very definately
>worth a read.
>
>Others wo have read it: Was it the title story? I know that the title
>story was the last in the book, but I remember this story being near the
>middle. Is my memory mungled? What was the title? If not TRoT, what was
>that story about? (one line pointer should be enough, please email)

No, The River of Time was about time splitting in such a manner that
different people lived at vastly different rates, and boggling at the
social consequences. The Nazi story is called "Thor Meets Captain America"
(approximately) and, like you say, is *well* worth a read.  Saying any more
would invoke spoiler warnings.

Another book you might like to consider is Norman Spinrad's "The Iron
Dream". Not so much `What if Hitler had won' as `What if Hitler were an SF
writer?' Fascinating.

Someone else already recommended Elleander Morning, by Jerry Yulesman, so
I'll just second it.

A final suggestion, well off what you asked, is Ward Moore's "Bring The
Jubilee", which takes place in a world where the South won the American
Civil War. Also fascinating.

rmj@islay.tcom.stc.co.uk
rmj10@phx.cam.ac.uk

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	    Books - Baudino (2 msgs) & Bujold (2 msgs) & Dick &
                    Kay & Piper (2 msgs) & Pratt & 
                    Cordwainer Smith (2 msgs) &
                    Starlin (3 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 10 Sep 90 14:15:18 GMT
From: whitaker@mdcbbs.com
Subject: "Gossamer Axe" - Gael Baudino

Picked up Gael Baudino's "Gossamer Axe" just after Confiction, after a
friend had recommended it (and another friend had bought purely for the
cover art).

Basic plot (ignoring the over-the-top cover blurb) concerns a Celtic harper
who is now living (some 1400 years out of her time) in modern day Denver,
and has to rescue her lover from the lands of the Sidh (Faerie). Lacking
the skill of her likely adversary, she resorts to raw power - heavy rock.
Ugh, I hear you say, what a ghastly idea. Suprisingly, it works - I
couldn't put it down. Ms.  Baudino understands music (both traditional
Celtic and modern HM) and seems to my untrained eye to have a reasonable
grasp of Celtic myth to boot.

Anyone know of any more Gael Baudino? Is it as good? 

------------------------------

Date: 11 Sep 90 12:30:36 GMT
From: li40163@prism.gatech.EDU (M. AXFORD)
Subject: Re: "Gossamer Axe" - Gael Baudino

   The only other Gael Baudino work I know of is the book _Strands of
Starlight_.  It is as good as _Gossamer Axe_, IMHO.  In fact I read it
first and because it was so good immediately bought _Axe_ when I saw it in
the bookstore.  _Strands_ is set in an alternative medieval universe in
which elves exist and some magic works.  The main character is a healer
(though she cannot heal herself) whose abilities put her in danger from the
church which sees her as a worshiper of the Devil.  Characters and plot are
nicely done, and it is not a Christian-bashing novel.  Inquisition-bashing,
yes.
   _Gossamer Axe_ is also excellent, and produced a reaction of "Wow, a
plot idea I haven't seen before".  _War for the Oaks_, by Emma Bull, does
however have a protaganist who is also a female rock musician.  If you like
the Baudino, you will like the Bull (pun NOT intended), as they are both
good fantasy set in a modern setting.  Most of Charles De Lint's books are
also modern fantasy and I've liked everything of his that I've read.

M. AXFORD
Georgia Institute of Technology
Atlanta Georgia, 30332
uucp: ...!{allegra,amd,hplabs,ut-ngp}!gatech!prism!li40163
Internet: li40163@prism.gatech.edu

------------------------------

Date: 11 Sep 90 17:13:59 GMT
From: ST401844@brownvm.brown.edu (Stewart Crall)
Subject: Bujold

Bujold's latest book, "The Vor Game" seems to be an improvement over her
last 3 books, "Falling Free", "Borders of Infinity", and "Brothers in
Arms".  It was not as good as her first couple books, though.

------------------------------

Date: 11 Sep 90 18:52:01 GMT
From: gwangung@blake.acs.washington.edu (Just another theatre geek...)
Subject: Re: Bujold

ST401844@BROWNVM.BROWN.EDU (Stewart Crall) writes:
>Bujold's latest book, "The Vor Game" seems to be an improvement over her
>last 3 books, "Falling Free", "Borders of Infinity", and "Brothers in
>Arms".  It was not as good as her first couple books, though.

   Hmmmmm, VOR GAME was vastly inferior to her novella, "Mountains
of Mourning," contained within BORDERS and somewhat inferior to BROTHERS
IN ARM (I try not to think of FALLING; I have to gag whenver I think that
it won the Nebula).  The opening novella for VOR GAME was fair to middlin',
but I thought she did a far better job of making Miles make choices in
"Mountains" and BROTHERS.

   All in all, a disappointment, compared to BROTHERS and THE WARRIORS
APPRENTICE.  I'd expect meatier writing from her.

Roger Tang
gwangung@blake.u.washington.edu

------------------------------

Date: 11 Sep 90 21:35:18 GMT
From: chris@imagine.adms-rad.unisys.com (Chris Sterritt)
Subject: Collected Stories...

Hello,

   Recently, I was talking (via snail-mail - how painful!) with Ben Wharton
about Philip K. Dick's "Collected Stories Of..." set, which I wanted to get
a copy of (actually, I was lamenting the chance I missed to buy galleys.)

   Ben had found that Grafton's in England is publishing them in paperback,
and the first one is named "Beyond the Wub".

   I found out (via my friendly local bookstore) that the hardcovers are
expensive, but in print, BUT that there is a publishing house in America
that is printing paperback version, and the first title is called "The
Short happy life of a Brown Oxford" (sp? words?).

   My Questions:

   1) Are these the same books?  There is a page inside my copy of tShloaBO
      that seems to be a section separator, with big letters on it that say
      "Beyond the Wub".  And nothing else.

   2) How many books are in this series?  The Grafton set will be five
      paperbacks.  Books in print (the CD-ROM at the local bkstr) lists
      only tShloaBO.

Thanks very much in advance.

Chris Sterritt
chris@adms-rad.unisys.com               

------------------------------

Date: 9 Sep 90 23:16:20 GMT
From: rsoft!mindlink!a710@van-bc.wimsey.bc.ca (Crawford Kilian)
Subject: Guy Gavriel Kay's Tigana

I'm reading Tigana at the moment and finding it a mix of good and
irritatingly bad.  Why the Italian-Renaissance culture patched onto a
completely different world whose history must have been utterly different?
Why the lack of an economic role for magic?  Why the great baggy sentences
that even a novice editor could have tightened and sharpened?  On the other
hand, his characters have some depth and complexity, and I admire his
ambitious scope.  He seems to have lifted his plot in part from the
Forty-Seven Ronin, a popular Japanese tale, and it works fairly well.  The
book also raises questions about the politics of fantasy worlds, and
unexpectedly echoes the nationalist resurgence we've seen this past year in
eastern Europe.  This at least is the impression created by the first
couple of hundred pages.

------------------------------

Date: 10 Sep 90 06:17:24 GMT
From: dant@mrloog.wr.tek.com (Dan Tilque)
Subject: Fuzzies

I recently read H.Beam Piper's Fuzzy books (_Little Fuzzy_, _Fuzzy
Sapiens_, and _Fuzzies and Other People_) for the first time.  I did so
mostly because of the widespread recommendatinos that appear on the net
every time someone mentions Piper.  I must say I was somewhat disappointed
with these books.

Before this, I had read one Piper book, Space Vikings, so I knew better
than to expect "Great Literature".  But from all the praise these books
get, I expected a little better than they were.

I suppose the biggest disappointment was the lack of true conflict.  This
was especially so in the second and third books.  What conflicts there were
did not strike me as being all that serious in that I was seldom convinced
that the good guys would not easily win.  The one exception to this was in
the first book when for a while it looked like the Fuzzies would not be
declared a sapient species.  But even this apprehension did not last very
long during the trial.

One other note: if anyone writes a 20-years-after sequel, all the
characters should be suffering from assorted cancers (lung, mouth, etc.),
various heart diseases and/or cirosis of the liver.  I couldn't believe the
quantities of alcohol and nicotine being consumed by everyone in this book
(well the Fuzzies didn't drink liquor, so they don't get cirosis).  Well, I
guess that's the difference between the 60's and 90's.

I was reading Gene Wolfe's _There are Doors_ at about the same time as I
read these three books, so that may have contributed to my negative
reaction.

Dan Tilque
dant@mrloog.WR.TEK.COM

------------------------------

Date: 11 Sep 90 17:45:25 GMT
From: ward@tsnews.convergent.com (Ward Griffiths)
Subject: Re: Fuzzies

dant@mrloog.WR.TEK.COM (Dan Tilque) writes:
> One other note: if anyone writes a 20-years-after sequel, all the
> characters should be suffering from assorted cancers (lung, mouth, etc.),
> various heart diseases and/or cirosis of the liver.  I couldn't believe
> the quantities of alcohol and nicotine being consumed by everyone in this
> book (well the Fuzzies didn't drink liquor, so they don't get cirosis).
> Well, I guess that's the difference between the 60's and 90's.

"Fuzzies and Other People" was discovered as only a rough draft more than
twenty years after Piper died, and not much edited.  I suspect that
considerable changes would have happened during the rewrite process if
Piper's agent had told him that there might be some money coming in so
don't commit suicide.  I personally thought that Bill Tuning's Fuzzy Bones
was a much better story, but then again he had some heavy duty advice and
criticism available to him in the form of Pournelle, Niven and the rest of
LASFS.

Believe it or not, the average American lifespan has not changed much since
the discovery that Alcohol and Nicotine are Mortal Sins Against the Temple
that Your Body Is.  My favourite grandfather lasted about 80 years on a
diet of alcohol and nicotine that I can't even aspire to equalling, mostly
because the government keeps increasing the taxes on them so I can't afford
them.

Ward Griffiths

------------------------------

Date: 11 Sep 90 17:13:59 GMT
From: ST401844@brownvm.brown.edu (Stewart Crall)
Subject: Pratt

Better than other books I read recently was a yardsale gem I got for 10c
called "Double Jeopardy" by somebody called Fletcher Pratt.  It was science
fiction in the style of a 50's detective novel, but much better done than
the Garrett series that one of the Cooks is churning out now.  The main
gadget was a replicator which made mirror image duplicates of people and
other things, and the replicates could be bigger and weaker or smaller and
stronger according to the square-cube law.  It was lots of fun, and very
easy to read.  It was relaxing to read a book which is densly enough
written that I did not have to speed through it to stay interested.

------------------------------

Date: 11 Sep 90 17:00:10 GMT
From: ST401844@brownvm.brown.edu (Stewart Crall)
Subject: Cordwainer Smith

A few years ago, I read a book called "Norstillia" by a fellow called
Cordwainer Smith.  It had a brilliant beginning with lots of immortal
outback types who just happened to be on the richest planet of all.  The
contrast between how frugally they lived with how rich they really were was
very funny.  But then the hero went to Earth, and the story seemed to
degenerate.  It was still very good, especially in the descriptions of a
decaying society, but the story seemed to have slowed down.

But I just tried his "Quest for 3 worlds" (or something like that), and I
found the first half of it to be just as good as I remember the first third
of "Norstrillia" as being.  Then once the hero's (I think his name was
Casher) quest was over, there was nothing left for him to do, and the book
got weird.  I found this still fascinating though.  He went on some sort of
quest for peace or nirvana or something, because he felt a need to do
something, but he had become so powerful that his quest was fulfilled
trivially in all respects, and it was a letdown that what he had been
planning for years was so easy.  I found it kind of neat, but not so well
done as the last chapter of Eddison's "Worm Ourboros" where the demons are
dismally celebrating their victory over the witches.  I preferred the first
half of this book to the second, but I suppose I will have to dig up
"Norstrillia" and see whether there is more to it than I thought there was.
I loved the oriental flavor of this book.

------------------------------

Date: 11 Sep 90 23:49:53 GMT
From: ward@tsnews.convergent.com (Ward Griffiths)
Subject: Re: Cordwainer Smith

ST401844@BROWNVM.BROWN.EDU (Stewart Crall) writes:
> A few years ago, I read a book called "Norstillia" by a fellow called
> Cordwainer Smith.  It had a brilliant beginning with lots of immortal
> outback types who just happened to be on the richest planet of all.  The
> contrast between how frugally they lived with how rich they really were
> was very funny.  But then the hero went to Earth, and the story seemed to
> degenerate.  It was still very good, especially in the descriptions of a
> decaying society, but the story seemed to have slowed down.

Norstrillia is a montage containing a whole lot of cross-references to
shorter works by Smith (Paul Anthony Linebarger), which can be found in the
anthologies "The Best of Cordwainer Smith" and "The Instrumentality of
Mankind".  A lot of people and places mentioned in passing in the novel are
fleshed out magnificently.  Please realise that the society on Earth is not
in a decaying phase, rather it is being dragged kicking and screaming by
the instrumentality out of thousands of years of stagnation.  Norstrillia
was originally published in two volumes, "The Planet Buyer" and "The
Underpeople", and in a few places the merged version is a bit clumsy.  This
was done some years after the author's death.

> But I just tried his "Quest for 3 worlds" (or something like that), and I
> found the first half of it to be just as good as I remember the first
> third of "Norstrillia" as being.  Then once the hero's (I think his name
> was Casher) quest was over, there was nothing left for him to do, and the
> book got weird.  I found this still fascinating though.  He went on some
> sort of quest for peace or nirvana or something, because he felt a need
> to do something, but he had become so powerful that his quest was
> fulfilled trivially in all respects, and it was a letdown that what he
> had been planning for years was so easy.  I found it kind of neat, but
> not so well done as the last chapter of Eddison's "Worm Ourboros" where
> the demons are dismally celebrating their victory over the witches.  I
> preferred the first half of this book to the second, but I suppose I will
> have to dig up "Norstrillia" and see whether there is more to it than I
> thought there was.  I loved the oriental flavor of this book.

I have always found the stories in "Quest" to be among Smith's weakest
work, but that's only my own opinion and Smith's weakest work beats the
Hell out of many authors' strongest.  (I won't name names, they know who
they are.)

The "oriental flavor" should not be too surprising, Linebarger was born in
China and spent much of his life there courtesy of his father being a
diplomat.  His godfather was Sun Yat Sen, who was quite well respected in
China at the time in that he was in charge of the government.  The
introductions to the two anthologies I mentioned give much interesting
biographical detail.

Most of his work shows heavy duty strangeness, the result of the idea that
a lot more history has happened by the time the stories take place,
including lots of wars and things, causing a lot of cultural change.
Something a lot of writers don't pay much attention to.

Ward Griffiths

------------------------------

Date: 7 Sep 90 18:41:42 GMT
From: ack@eleazar.dartmouth.edu (Andy J. Williams)
Subject: Among Madmen

Has anyone else read Among Madmen by Jim Starlin and Daina Grazinaus (sp?)

What did you think?

Andy J. Williams
Kiewit Computation Center
Dartmouth College   |
RFD 1 #268
Lebanon NH 03766

------------------------------

Date: 10 Sep 90 22:16:21 GMT
From: Dan_Bloch@transarc.com
Subject: Re: Among Madmen

> Has anyone else read Among Madmen by Jim Starlin and Daina Grazinaus
> (sp?)

I thought it was pretty good, in a trashy kind of way.  I have two main
complaints about it:

   1. The cover picture is seriously ugly.
   2. The authors don't care too much about their facts.  I can
      understand getting the words wrong to the Chiquita banana song,
      but getting the wrong number for the sixth commandment?!

Still, not too bad.  It's interesting because it was a novel done by a
comic book writer, a transition they usually don't make too well.

Dan Bloch
dan@transarc.com

------------------------------

Date: 11 Sep 90 20:49:13 GMT
From: ack@eleazar.dartmouth.edu (Andy J. Williams)
Subject: Re: Among Madmen

Dan_Bloch@TRANSARC.COM writes:
>> Has anyone else read Among Madmen by Jim Starlin and Daina Grazinaus
>> (sp?)
>
>I thought it was pretty good, in a trashy kind of way.  I have two main
>complaints about it:
>
>  1. The cover picture is seriously ugly.

I've seen the original. Starlin and his wife are the next door neighbors
and are good friends of my sister. The book takes place in their home town
up near Phoenicia. The cover painting was given to my sister and lives in
her living room. I was underwhelmed by it. I much prefer the logo used on
the T-shirt and buttons (which is also located on the inside title page
with the quote) that of a somewhat distressed person... quite nice.

Andy J. Williams
Kiewit Computation Center
Dartmouth College
RFD 1 #268
Lebanon NH 03766

------------------------------
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SF-LOVERS Digest          Wednesday, 12 Sep 1990      Volume 15 : Issue 317

Today's Topics:

	  Books - Brin (3 msgs) & Hubbard & McCaffrey (2 msgs) &
                  Pratchett & Simmons (2 msgs) & Van Vogt (3 msgs) &
                  Request Answer

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 11 Sep 90 17:13:59 GMT
From: ST401844@brownvm.brown.edu (Stewart Crall)
Subject: Brin

Brin's "Earth" seemed to need some editorial cutting.  It could have made a
great book with one half the length and one fifth the characters.
Basically it muddled about for half the book very similarly to Brunner's
"Stand on Zanzibar" and "Sheep look up" (both of which are books to avoid),
with lots of characters and world-building, but very little action.  Then
the important threads fall in a line, and the story picks up, although the
finale is a bit too far fetched.

------------------------------

Date: 11 Sep 90 21:38:29 GMT
From: coolidge@speaker.sgi.com (Don Coolidge)
Subject: Re: Brin

ST401844@BROWNVM.BROWN.EDU (Stewart Crall) writes:
>Brin's "Earth" seemed to need some editorial cutting.  It could have
>made a great book with one half the length and one fifth the characters.

I wonder if you feel the same about _War and Peace_? (No, then it would
have probably _still_ been twice as long and had 5 times the characters of
most SF :-) )

>Basically it muddled about for half the book very similarly to Brunner's
>"Stand on Zanzibar" and "Sheep look up" (both of which are books to
>avoid), with lots of characters and world-building, but very little
>action.  Then the important threads fall in a line, and the story picks
>up, although the finale is a bit too far fetched.

Well, _Zanzibar_ is one of my all-time favorites (it won the Hugo, yes?),
and _Sheep_ was generally even more highly praised. I've been basically
unfavorably impressed with _Earth_ based on the discussion on the net, but
if it really is anything like those two Brunner gems, then my mind has been
changed and I'll rush right out to get it! (Tom Easton's recent review in
Analog is also very favorable.)

Don Coolidge

------------------------------

Date: 12 Sep 90 00:01:33 GMT
From: ward@tsnews.convergent.com (Ward Griffiths)
Subject: Brin and Brunner

ST401844@BROWNVM.BROWN.EDU (Stewart Crall) writes:
> Brin's "Earth" seemed to need some editorial cutting.  It could have made
> a great book with one half the length and one fifth the characters.
> Basically it muddled about for half the book very similarly to Brunner's
> "Stand on Zanzibar" and "Sheep look up" (both of which are books to
> avoid), with lots of characters and world-building, but very little
> action.  Then the important threads fall in a line, and the story picks
> up, although the finale is a bit too far fetched.

Aside from the fact that I personally enjoyed "Earth", I find that I must
greatly disagree with your suggestion concerning John Brunner's novels.  I
first read "Stand on Zanzibar" over twenty years ago and have reread it
with enjoyment several times since.  It deserved the Hugo that it won.
"The Sheep Look Up" was my first exposure to a number of environmental
concerns that had never been presented in combination before.  I also
recommend "The Jagged Orbit" as an interesting study in the concept of
escalation in personal arms and "The Shockwave Rider" as a combination of
what might happen when all of these computer networks really are connected
and a study of the theory and practice of corrupt government.

Ward Griffiths

------------------------------

Date: 12 Sep 90 04:20:54 GMT
From: Allyn@cup.portal.com (Allyn Mark Lai)
Subject: L. Ron Hubbard: Who is this guy anyway?

Of course I've heard of Hubbard...who hasn't with all those "Dianetics"
commercials on radio and TV ("...the cure for hair loss on page 242!" (-: )

But I don't know much about his life or his writings.  How is he generally
perceived in the SF/Fantasy circles?

I'm currently reading "Final Blackout" and so far I'm not terribly
impressed.

Allyn Lai
allyn@cup.portal.com

------------------------------

Date: 10 Sep 90 21:37:12 GMT
From: jvte@cs.eur.nl (Jan van 't Ent)
Subject: Re: McCaffrey and Dragons

jeanie@rscene.hac.com writes:
>I was just wondering if anyone knew of MS McCaffrey's plans on Pern.  I
>just finished reading Renegades of Pern.  It felt to me very much like an
>end to the Pern stories.  Does anyone know if she is going to write more
>about Pern?

She is currently working on _All the Weyrs of Pern_ which is supposed to be
somewhat of 'the final volume' on the 9th pass events.  I gathered that
there are currently no plans for more 'previous' stuff like _Dragonsdawn_
(but that might still be a possibility), but there definitely isn't going
to come a sequel with 'out to space' or 'meet the aliens' or 'back to
Earth' stories (bless her soul for that).

Jan

------------------------------

Date: 10 Sep 90 20:27:04 GMT
From: MELTSNE@gecrdvm1.crd.ge.com
Subject: Re: The Death of Sleep and Sassinak

According to an editor at Baen, there were real collaborations between
McCaffery and Moon/Nye.  McC. wrote a detailed outline, the second author
wrote the book, changed the outline somewhat to fit, and then sent the
resulting text back to McC. for a detailed rewrite.  "These are
collaborations, not sharecropped works" is an approximate quote.

This style of collaboration is not unusual, by the way, and appears to be
one acceptable way for a very junior author to work with an established
author.

Ken

------------------------------

Date: 10 Sep 90 14:07:59 GMT
From: rmj@tcom.stc.co.uk (Rhodri James)
Subject: Re: Forthcoming Terry Pratchett novels

ward@tsnews.Convergent.COM (Ward Griffiths) writes:
>chgs02@vaxa.strath.ac.uk writes:
>>    [writes on about Eric]
>
>You bloody lucky Brits.  Over on this side of the pond, I only seem to
>find paperback editions by Signet (now ROC), with no illustrations other
>than the one on the cover.  And the quality of the cover illos recently
>dropped like a brick, in my considered opinion.  If illustrated hardcover
>editions show up over here, no bookstore I have access to has ever heard
>of them.

   Eric is a special, the only Pratchett done specifically to illustrated.
It has come out as a hardback and a big floppy softback, with a lot of
illustrations by Josh Kirby (apparently getting all the illustrations done
is what has held up the publishing of the book for so long). Josh is the
guy who does the UK covers to Pratchett's books, and any imported "humour"
that the publishers want to push as the same thing (i.e. Craig Shaw
Gardner). As to who does the US covers and what they look like I confess to
total ignorance.

   It's *so* nice to get some things before you lot :-)

rmj@islay.tcom.stc.co.uk
rmj10@phx.cam.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 10 Sep 90 19:32:31 GMT
From: tiresias@walt.cc.utexas.edu (Doug Ingram)
Subject: Hyperion

   I just finished reading _Hyperion_ and _The_Fall_of_Hyperion_ by Dan
Simmons, and I felt that both were excellent.  In particular, I liked the
priest's tale in the first book and how it all connected in the end, but
the whole story was very interesting.  Anyone else have any thoughts on
these books?  Are they new?  How long has Dan Simmons been around and what
else has he written?

Doug Ingram
tiresias@ccwf.cc.utexas.edu
dougi@astro.as.utexas.edu

------------------------------

Date: 11 Sep 90 22:03:38 GMT
From: rvermaa@cs.vu.nl (Richard Vermaas)
Subject: Re: Hyperion

Hello sf-lovers,

tiresias@walt.cc.utexas.edu (Doug Ingram) writes:
> I just finished reading _Hyperion_ and _The_Fall_of_Hyperion_ by Dan
> Simmons, and I felt that both were excellent.  In particular, I liked the
> priest's tale in the first book and how it all connected in the end, but
> the whole story was very interesting.  Anyone else have any thoughts on
> these books?  Are they new?  How long has Dan Simmons been around and
> what else has he written?
 
I quite agree with your opinion on "Hyperion". It was certainly the best
book I read since "Ender's Game" and "Speaker for the Dead". At the
WorldCon I told my friend this one was going to be a winner ... and it did
:-). It won the Hugo.

For the people who have not read it. Buy it. It is very good. 

Doug is also quite right about the tale of the priest. IMHO that chapter on
itself is worth buying it :-) (b.t.w. it is the first tale of seven).

The only negative remark about it is the fact that it is half a book.  You
get to read 7 VERY good stories but how they intermix is not told until
"Fall of Hyperion" (at least I assume so, it's against my principles to
buy hardcovers so I haven't read this one yet). But then again, someone
told me that the books were "based" on two UNFINISHED poems, so that would
explain a lot (would anyone care to explain the connection with the poems
more exact?)

About the books being new? "Hyperion" won the Hugo this year so I guess it
is pretty recent (I believe last year :-). "Fall of Hyperion" is not even
out in paperback yet (at least not over here in Holland).

I don't know how long Dan Simmons has been "around". I do know that he
wrote at least five books.

"Hyperion" and "The Fall of Hyperion" are SF.
"Phases of Gravity" (I believe this is SF too but I am not sure).
"Song of Kali" is fantasy. This book won a fantasy award (forgot which
   though). 
"Carion Comfort" (Again I am not sure, but I got the impression it is
   horror). 

You bet I am going to read more books from Simmons. I can hardly wait for
TFoH so I will get a copy of SoK and PoG.

I hope this info was what you meant. If anyone else cares to express his
opinion on Simmons' work...

Richard Vermaas
rvermaa@cs.vu.nl
richardv@solist.htsa.aha.nl

------------------------------

Date: 9 Sep 90 21:44:39 GMT
From: csusac!potter@csufres.csufresno.edu (david potter)
Subject: Van Vogt 

Mark Loriot is worried about:
> As nobody ever answered the help message I sent several weeks ago, is it
> that A. Van Vogt remains unknown to the rest of the world, or is it that
> he is condemned to darkness by all the SF publishers of the world?
 
   No, most real SF folks are real fond of Van Vogt's older stuff.  His
"THE BLACK DESTROYER" was published in 1939 (I think in the same issue as
Heinlein's first SF story, but don't quote me on that.)
   Van Vogt continued to write short pieces and novellas for about a dozen
years, tossing in an occasional novel as well.  The primary fault, for me,
in Van Vogt's work, is that he finds some new concept, something sparkling
and brilliant and shiny, and tries to hang the whole story on it even when
the story won't adhere.
   The secondary fault is that Van Vogt, long aware of the fact that short
story collections (remember, short stories were his forte, his real power
format) didn't sell as well as novels, had a tendency to dredge out old,
unrelated short stories and paste them together into a novel, using only
very minor re-writes.
   As an example, Van Vogt's (excellent, lots of fun!) book, "THE WAR WITH
THE RULL," was a composite of the short pieces, "The Sound," "The Ezwal,"
"The Rull," and probably a couple others I've forgotten.  Most of these
composite novels were very uneven, due to the splice marks, and not what
you'd call Great Literature.
 
   Van Vogt was easily one of the most imaginative writers working in the
field, and created ideas and plot designs that are still being ripped off
by lesser lights, many of whom have never read his stuff and are using his
techniques second- and third-hand.
 
   Just as a point, think of the Games Machine in "THE WORLD OF NULL-A."
This massive supercomputer was capable of carrying on simultaneous
evaluations and conversations with a huge number of people; it was one of
the earliest and most effective uses of the timesharing concept in SF.  The
adventures of Clane Linn, his post-holocaust mutant scientist, are among
the first decent explorations of power politics and personality development
in forties SF.
 
   In the fifties, following Van Vogt's several-years-long flirtation with
"Dianetics," he began writing again; but the field had, to an extent,
passed him by.  His lack of formal education limited the concepts he could
deal with, and made his work pseudo-scientific fantasy by comparison with
the then-current product.  He reverted to the production of
novel-composites, and did well enough.  Virtually 100% of his work was
available in various hard and paperback editions all through the sixties,
and his sales were high enough that, even dealing with a piratical company
like Ace (as it was then; not the current Ace publishing house!) he was
getting regular royalty checks.
 
    It is worth noting that one of his composite novels, "VOYAGE OF THE
SPACE BEAGLE," was optioned for production as a TV series, and was probably
one of the major stimulators of Roddenberry.
 
    I recommend "THE WEAPON SHOPS OF ISHER," (a composite novel derived
primarily from "The Weapon Shop") its sequel, "THE WEAPON MAKERS," the
first two "NULL-A" novels, "THE WAR AGAINST THE RULL," "THE VOYAGE OF THE
SPACE BEAGLE," and the composite novels about Clane Linn.  (The books about
Clane Linn are composite novels, but they're composites of stories that
were about the same guy, so they read *much* more smoothly.)
 
    It's interesting to note that, a few years back, Van Vogt won a
plagiarism suit against Dan O'Bannon, et al., over the script for "ALIEN."
You might want to re-read the section of "VOYAGE OF THE SPACE BEAGLE"
called "Discord In Scarlet" in the original publication, and the opening
segment of VOTSB, which was "Black Destroyer" in original publication; and
then compare these two to the O'Bannon storyline.
 
     Another recent movie, "LIFE FORCE," is the screen adaption of Colin
Wilson's "THE SPACE VAMPIRES," which contains an appreciation of Van Vogt,
who generously allowed Wilson the use of one of his story/plotlines as the
starting point for Wilson's novel.  (Van Vogt's version was better than
either of the other two, IMEO.)

      The last original work by Van Vogt that I remember seeing in print
was a thoroughly undistinguished work that showed up in GALAXY in the early
seventies; all I remember about it was that V.V. apparently didn't know the
difference between a millimeter and a centimeter, or else Ejler Jakobssen,
the purported editor at the time, had made the piece even more laughable on
its way to the typesetter.  Either way, it was a loss with a couple of
fairly interesting ideas in it.  COULD have been a good yarn.

------------------------------

Date: 10 Sep 90 16:41:08 GMT
From: abl@dart.ece.cmu.edu (Antonio Leal)
Subject: Re: Van Vogt 

potter@csusac (david potter) writes:
[almost all of excellent article ommited]
>    I recommend "THE WEAPON SHOPS OF ISHER," (a composite novel derived
>primarily from "The Weapon Shop") its sequel, "THE WEAPON MAKERS," the
>first two "NULL-A" novels, "THE WAR AGAINST THE RULL," "THE VOYAGE OF THE
>SPACE BEAGLE," and the composite novels about Clane Linn.

Seconded.  'Slan' (about persecuted mutants with psychic powers), 'The Book
of Ptath' (sort of gods-and-men story) and 'Silkie' (about super-humans
with metamorph abilities) weren't bad either.

A word of caution: there's a third Null-A book, published in 1985 (titled
simply Null-A Three).  Avoid it at all costs.  It is an unspeakable dog; no
ideas, no plot, imbecilic dialogue.  Nothing happens, so you don't need to
read it to "find out what happened".  Don't settle for less than what David
Potter recommends, that's real Van Vogt.

> The last original work by Van Vogt that I remember seeing in print was a
>thoroughly undistinguished work that showed up in GALAXY in the early
>seventies; [...]

See above.  It is a pity that the only thing I've seen in print is the
aforementioned dog.  Van Vogt deserves to earn some money from his older
books, and there is a new generation of readers out there that would get
considerable enjoyment out of them.

Antonio B. Leal
Dept. of Electrical and Computer Engineering
Carnegie Mellon University
Pittsburgh, PA. 15213   U.S.A.
[412] 268-2937
abl@maxwell.ece.cmu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 10 Sep 90 22:01:26 GMT
From: eliz@corpus-callosum.ai.mit.edu (Elizabeth Willey)
Subject: Re: Van Vogt / Loriot

Didn't Van Vogt die a few years ago?  This was brought up by someone's
mentioning he deserved royalties.

------------------------------

Date: 11 Sep 90 15:51:01 GMT
From: insinga@tle.enet.dec.com (Aron Insinga  11-Sep-1990 1140)
Subject: A Way of Life

In November, in time for Philcon, NESFA Press will publish "An Annotated
Bibliography of Recursive SF", compiled by Anthony R. Lewis, with an
introduction by Barry Malzberg and a cover by Merle Insinga.  (I don't
think that the page count and price are known yet.)

Anyway, I checked with Tony and he informed me that the "story about a time
when SF fans were running things, and the President of the U.S. had a
propellor beanie as part of the official fan 'uniform'", mentioned earlier
in SF-Lovers by Stan Brown and others, is "A Way of Life" by Robert Bloch.

(dis)claimer: I'm an inactive member of NESFA and married to Merle Insinga.

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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SF-LOVERS Digest           Thursday, 13 Sep 1990      Volume 15 : Issue 318

Today's Topics:

			 Books - Zelazny (5 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 10 Sep 90 19:17:04 GMT
From: ted@welchlab.welch.jhu.edu (Ted Ying)
Subject: Re: Zelazny's new(er) Amber series-- finished soon?

>Here's some background on Amber which may indicate how it developed.
>[...] he wanted to introduce the
>major characters immediately, all in one place.  Pictures on the wall?
>No, that had been done too often.  So he came up with the idea of a deck
>of cards.  That gave him the chance to describe the whole set of "players"
>once and for all, a reference that readers could find and refer to anytime
>they wanted.  These characters came from his "list of interesting
>characters" that he keeps in a notebook; when he gets a character idea he
>writes it down in the notebook so he has a set of characters to use when
>his stories need them.
>
>(All of the above info comes from Zelazny himself at Clarion West, '89.)

This is the only part of your retelling that I have a problem with.
Zelazny used to live in the Johns Hopkins University area about 10+ years
ago (when he was writing Amber).  He also was a regular member of HopSFA
(Hopkins Science Fiction Assoc).  The various "players" physicial
descriptions were based upon various other members of HopSFA at the time.
I also happen to know about 5-6 of those people and the physical
descriptions are very close to the people the characters were based on.
Now perhaps the personalities of the characters were based on his notebook
of interesting characters, but the physical description used in the first
book on the trumps, were real descriptions of his friends from the time.  I
happen to know the people who became Ganelon, Gerand, Martin, Vialle [sp?],
and Dworkin.  I think I know one of the other players too, but can't
remember who some of those people became.  Many of those people had left
this area when I moved here so I didn't meet many of these people.  Also, I
heard a rumor that the person who drew the illustrated guide to Amber (or
whatever the thing is called) actually had old photos of these people and
drew them from the photos.  Some of the pictures are amazing artists
renditions of my friends!  Just interesting trivia.

Ted Ying
ted@welch.jhu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 11 Sep 90 02:35:41 GMT
From: hennebry@plains.nodak.edu (Michael J. Hennebry)
Subject: Re: Zelazny "Knight of Shadows" *SPOILERS*

rjg@isc.intel.com (Richard Greco) writes:
>Or perhaps Deridre?  A guess, but the true pattern should destroy Jasra
>since she is not of the blood.  Jasra was also not a part of the quest
>storyline and Merlin's comments seem to me to tie this person to the quest
>story fragment.

One of the rather interesting discoveries in KoS is that one not of the
blood of Amber can survive being carried through the pattern. This is what
happened to Merlin's sentient strangling cord. I don't know if it could
'walk' through shadow on its own.

Mike
hennebry@plains.NoDak.edu      

------------------------------

Date: 10 Sep 90 19:59:03 GMT
From: rjg@isc.intel.com (Richard Greco)
Subject: Re: Zelazny "Knight of Shadows" *SPOILERS*

Although edited some, both the original article and my reply contain
SPOILERS for not only Knight of Shadows, but much of the Amber universe.

ST702557@BROWNVM.BROWN.EDU (Maarten vanDantzich) writes:
>  First, I find Merlin's "Quest" for a choice between Order and Chaos a
>bit absurd. First, he consistently seems to "choose" for elements from
>Chaos: after all he's guided by Frakir, goes down the Way of Chaos (forced
>by the dagger planted on him), and then lets Jurt achieve independent
>existence.  Next thing we know, the Pattern manages to establish a minimal
>basis of communication with Merlin, gets him to take the Jewel, and
>suddenly Merlin has "chosen" to serve Order.  This victory of the Pattern
>over the Logrus is rather arbitrary, if you ask me, not the strongest
>part of the book, I think.

In some ways I agree with your statement, but in other ways I have to
disagree.  The problem is that it is very difficult to understand where
Zelazny is going with this set of books.

Several interesting things are related to Merlin's quest:

1) Corwin set Merlin up for this quest.  Whatever Corwin and Dworkin are up
   to, Merlin is an unwilling part of it.  Merlin was successfully avoiding
   the Pattern's attempt to draw him into the conflict, so Corwin
   intervenes because Merlin must experience this quest.

2) The absolute sentenience and independent consciousness of both the
   Pattern and the Logrus are established.

3) The nature of the Meta level conflict between Order and Chaos is
   demonstrated.

4) Merlin is given an "excuse" to become attuned to the Jewel as well as
   the opportunity.

The backdrop of the quest seems to provide an excellent backdrop for this
to happen.  There is a lot of background information provided during this
quest.  It could have been handled in several other ways, but all of them
would have been a diversion to the real story.  The problem is no one but
Zelazny knows where the real story is headed.

OK it's yet another conflict between Chaos and Order but where is its
resolution?  Dworkin and Corwin seem to be serving neither Order or Chaos
in their actions.  Rather they seem to be trying to deflect the current
conflict into a safety zone.  The stakes must be pretty high since not only
did they risk the Jewel of Judgement at one point, but now Dworkin has
apparently taken the Jewel away from the ruling family at Castle Amber and
given it to an independent operator.

>  Secondly, the forced lovemaking of Merlin and Coral.  Now, there are two
>questions here: why does the pattern see this as beneficial? (Presumably
>because it would create offspring?), and how does Coral's eagerness relate
>to her later marriage to Rinaldo?  Are they already married at this point,
>or if not, why does Coral choose him over Merlin later on?

Given Jasra's interest in Coral and the fact that time streams in Begma
should be pretty close to Amber, I would say the Coral was married (or
perhaps bethrothed) to Rhinaldo before she walked the pattern.  As to the
rest, I'm sure we need to wait for the last book here.

>  Who is the dark-haired woman who walks the pattern right after Merlin &
>Coral are transported out?  I feel I'm missing a really obvious answer
>here... can it be Jasra?

Or perhaps Deirdre?  A guess, but the true pattern should destroy Jasra
since she is not of the blood.  Jasra was also not a part of the quest
storyline and Merlin's comments seem to me to tie this person to the quest
story fragment.

>  What about this adventure with the Corridor of Mirrors?  I find it
>totally unbelievable that Corwin, Dara, Jurt, Coral, and Julia would team
>up to summon Merlin.  They can all have easier access to him, and can't
>stand to win much from this venture.  Hence, I would say, this is a faked
>event and there are Shadow-copies of the real people involved here.  The
>only one who could arguably be real is Corwin, considering the extensive
>hinting over the fact that he now has Grayswandir again and that it is
>gone from his room when Merle checks.  But then, what is the purpose of
>Merlin being brought to this?  If anyone could be behind it, then
>indications certainly point at Dworkin. (If HE is real, anyway.)  Dworkin
>seems to have set Merlin up to find those items in Brand's room (as
>someone indicated in an earlier posting), and he later takes off with
>Coral and the Jewel from which we may conclude that Dworkin is
>responsible for its later position as Coral's new eye.

I agree with your assessment that only Corwin is real in the Corridor of
Mirrors, the others are only shadow copies.  I think that you can also
assume that Dworkin is also real since Ghostwheel has encountered Dworkin
and did not say he was a geometric construct.

Again we have the problem of where are these books going.  In one comment
to Merlin, Dworkin comments that he does not want to tell Merlin too much
because that might influence a future choice that Merlin must make which
should be made freely.

Whatever Corwin and Dworkin are a part of seems to require them to work
primarily indirectly with Merlin.  They have put Merlin in situations that
cause Merlin to gain knowledge and power instead of just sitting down with
him and telling him what is really happening.  The Corridor of Mirrors is a
part of this.  Merlin gained some self understanding from the experience.
He also picked up a magical stone.  It was necessary to give the stone to
Merlin, but it had to be done indirectly so conjure up the Corridor of
Mirrors.  This also gives Dara the opportunity to voice the infamous "Not
best, better" comment which should be explained in the last book.

The pattern tells Merlin that he has great power.  Both the Logrus and the
Pattern seem to want to have this power committed to their side of things.
The problem is where does Corwin's pattern fit in.  It does not seem to be
a part of the battle between Order and Chaos (although I have wondered if
the third doorway through which Merlin could not pass while on his quest
would have been available to him had he already walked Corwin's pattern)
yet shouldn't it be?  After all it represents Order, shouldn't the Logrus
be working against it?  Corwin's pattern seems to have reduced the strength
of Dworkin's pattern.  Why should Dworkin's pattern ignore it and only try
to increase its strength relative to the Logrus?

Early on several people had conjectured that once Merlin walked Corwin's
pattern he would gain considerable power.  This may still be the case, but
it seems less certian now.  What power could being attuned to a second
lower order copy of the true pattern give to Merlin that being attuned to
the Jewel of Judgement could not?

Relative to the first series, Merlin poses some problems for Zelazny.  He
is already an accomplished sorcerer at the beginning of the series.  Had
Merlin really known what was happening in book one he could have snuffed
out many parts of it just given the power he had in book one.  Merlin's
ignorance and naivete are his biggest obstacles at the beginning.  In KOS
the story has changed.  Merlin is no longer naive, rather he realizes that
his understanding of the nature of reality was wrong.  What power he gains
from this and how he uses it to resolve his remaining problem with Jurt and
Julia should make an interesting final book.

>  Zelazny sure made an effort towards the end to set himself up with some
>new items on the "To Be Explained" list...  there seems to be enough
>material to keep going with for a while, but one would assume that the
>next volume will be the last in the second series, and will therefore wrap
>everything up, bringing us to a new balance between Order and Chaos.

Not that Zelazny ever truly wraps up a story, but that is part of the
mechanism Zelazny uses to create such complex protagonists.  I seem to
recall reading somewhere that once the Merlin series was wrapped up that
Zelazny was going to do a couple of additional novels set in this universe.
It seems that he wants to do a story with a female protagonist in the
universe.  Since this is second hand information it may not be worth much,
but Coral has certainly been set up to have a crisis of her own.  It is
interesting that in all of the previous books no one ever bore the Jewel of
Judgement for long periods of time.  Now that it is permanently attached to
Coral has the danger associated with this been negated in some way, or ...

>  By the way, a small matter of curiosity: did anyone compare descriptions
>of the Castle Amber with the maps in the Visual Guide?  I'm wondering
>whether Zelazny is sticking to that lay-out, or is merely doing the
>scenery as it suits him...

I did compare them and they are accurate.  I even looked back to some of
the descriptions of Castle Amber from the first series and there is nothing
contradictory there either.

Someone had posted to the net that after the Visual Guide had been
published that Zelazny had regretted tying down Castle Amber so much and
created the confrontation between the Logrus and the Pattern in KOS just to
destroy the castle so he would not have to be bound by the Visual Guide in
future works.  However up to the destruction of the Castle, he does seem to
be very consistant with the maps in the guide.

Richard J. Greco
Intel Scientific Computers
rjg@isc.intel.com

------------------------------

Date: 12 Sep 90 03:00:45 GMT
From: garlow@lpl.arizona.edu (Kevin Garlow x2272)
Subject: Re: Zelazny's new(er) Amber series-- finished soon?

I only got a few responses to my query on Zelazny's second Amber series.
I'm posting a summary for anyone interested.

(1) Four books have been released in the second series:
    Trumps of Doom, Blood of Amber, Sign of Chaos, Knight of Shadows

(2) The fifth book is _probably_ due out in the fall of '91, based on
    Zelazny's schedule for the previous books.

(3) The series probably WON'T conclude with the next book:
   
jim@mks.com (Jim Gardner) writes:
[to summarize: Zelazny originally wanted to write a dozen books, each from
the point of view of a different character.]

>For sentimental reasons, he is still looking at a 13 (or 14) book series
>but the original impetus behind that number is no longer germane.
>
>(All of the above info comes from Zelazny himself at Clarion West, '89.)

(4) The question of whether the second series compared favorably to the
    first only produced a few responses.  One person thought the character
    of Merlin was less interesting than Corwin but liked the plot twists;
    another mentioned he enjoyed trying to predict what would happen in the
    next book.

   Thanks to Jim Gardner for the interesting posting, and the following
individuals:

   erich@through.cs.caltech.edu (Erich Schneider)
   steyn@saul.cis.upenn.edu (Gavin Steyn)

Kevin Garlow

------------------------------

Date: 12 Sep 90 17:04:46 GMT
From: mok@pawl.rpi.edu (Malachi Orion Kelerison)
Subject: The Amber Society

ted@welchlab.welch.jhu.edu (Ted Ying) writes:
>   Zelazny used to live in the Johns Hopkins University area about 10+
>years ago (when he was writing Amber).  He also was a regular member of
>HopSFA (Hopkins Science Fiction Assoc).  The various "players" physicial
>descriptions were based upon various other members of HopSFA at the time.
>I also happen to know about 5-6 of those people and the physical
>descriptions are very close to the people the characters were based on.
[...]
>Also, I heard a rumor that the person who drew the illustrated guide to
>Amber (or whatever the thing is called) actually had old photos of these
>people and drew them from the photos.  Some of the pictures are amazing
>artists renditions of my friends!  Just interesting trivia.

   You have just touched on a rather fascinating subject. And it gets to be
a lot more than trivia. Unfortunately none of the following information did
I get firsthand, but it does come from a rather unimpeachable source who
knows some of these people.
   The people his characters are based on (henceforth to be known as the
Amber Society - I seem to remember that that was their name for themselves)
took Zelazny's characters as personas (as in the SCA). Along the way they
produced a lot of Amber's folklore. Some of it shows up in the Amber books
and some of it doesn't. So if you get the feeling that you're looking at
Amber through a narrow window, now you know why.
    Unfortunately after that the story gets bizarre. A number of these
people (as in most) became convinced that Amber did exist and they were
connected to their characters. Along the way they also started believing
some of the folklore that they had created. This leads to an anecdote that
I can only half remember (if I ever see Athelstan again I'm going to have
to ask him). Thre was something about two of the people who were going
together and the legend ran that if they ever broke up he would die. They
did. After that many of them started acting as if he was dead. They had
themselves so brainwashed that they believed he should be dead.
   It finally ended with... have you ever wondered why the ending was so,
well, odd and choppy?  He got partway through that last book (with the next
one already outlined) and stopped due to what I described in the last
paragraph. Years passed until he got back to it. He ended it (with the
Amber Society screaming at him for not saying what really happened). No
doubt you can find the breakpoint if you try. All of a sudden, events stop
controlling themselves and the action gets incredibly metaphorical. From
that point on everything is rushed to conclusion and becomes entirely
detatched from the reader's ability to even guess as what happens next.
   Now you know why that last book got so damn strange. I just wish I could
find out what was in the outlines he threw away.

   If aybody else knows more than I do on this subject (and that isn't
much), please, please, PLEASE, let me know.

------------------------------
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Date: 12 Sep 90 12:17:20 GMT
From: whitaker@mdcbbs.com
Subject: Re: "Gossamer Axe" - Gael Baudino

robs@ux1.cso.uiuc.edu writes:
> I felt the Gossamer Axe was Emma Bull's _War for the Oaks_ with the
> authors friends.

   I haven't read this - should I? I've heard Cat's Laughing (Emma Bull's
band), though!

> Overall, I felt that the female characters were very good, all the men
> were either assholes or puppies.  Though some of the screwed up families
> were VERY true.  (Meet my inlaws some day...)

   Mm, agreed, on the whole. (Don't know about the inlaws though!) The
female characters are VERY well defined. I'd certainly agree the male
characters divide into "good" and "bad" with very few exceptions, but I
think "puppies" is being a bit unfair. Mind you, what would your reaction
be on meeting a guitarist like Christa????

> I hated the ending, though.

   I am not sure I liked Kevin's fate - the idea of Judith ending up as the
band's vocalist was nice though

   The major plus points, as far as I'm concerned, of Gossamer Axe are:

      1) She understands what it's like to be in a band - there's something
         about a good band that's MUCH more than just the sum of its parts.

      2) She knows her music - it's so refreshing to see a book about music
         written by someone who knows what they're talking about at the
         theory level. Several NON-musical friends have commented on this
         too.

I'm neither an expert on Celtic mythology or religion (being a Christian,
hopefully a tolerant one), but nevertheless, I found her presentation of
Christa's faith very well handled (it being a 'real' faith rather than a
made-up one helps). I could believe in the character's belief, if you get
me.

Mike Whitaker
mikew@shapec.mdcbbs.com

------------------------------

Date: 11 Sep 90 18:26:41 GMT
From: andres@cbnewsj.att.com (Andy C (aka Riker))
Subject: Andy C's Review of ST:TNG #13

		    Star Trek: The Next Generation #13
			 The Eyes of the Beholders
			     By A. C. Crispin
			Pocket Books September 1990
			    ISBN 0-671-70010-3

Let me start out by saying that I like Ann Crispin, she is a fan that made
good and I believe she is a fine writer.  I enjoyed her first novel,
Yesterday's Son (Star Trek #11, Pocket Books August 1983) when it came out,
but her first venture into the Next Generation is flawed and imperfect.

One of Crispin's best talents is making use of all kinds of continuity
elements from both the Original Series (TOS) and the Next Generation (TNG)
in her stories.  She does this again in _Eyes of the Beholders_, and again,
as usual, her characterizations are much better than the overall plot of
the novel.

The best part of _Eyes_ is the exploration of the character Selar, the
Vulcan female doctor introduced in the episode _Schizoid Man_, something
that could never be done in a broadcast episode.  We get to know a lot more
about Selar and about the female perspective on Ponn Farr.  Her
characterization of the main TNG characters is somewhat flawed though,
ranging from very close to way off the mark, in my opinion.

The plot revolves around a rescue mission to find two ships that have been
reported missing on a trade route between Federation and Klingon space.
The Enterprise willingly gets dragged into an ancient trap, a tractor field
surrounding an ancient alien artifact.  It is surrounded by hundreds of
alien vessels of various designs, including the two missing ships, a
Klingon vessel and a Federation freighter.  The plot sounds a little cliche
at this level of detail but it gets a little better when you learn the
details.  My main problem with the plot is that it seems to be an
afterthought to make the novel big enough to sell.  What she really wanted
to do was concentrate on the Selar story which she weakly weaves into the
"main" plot.

To make matters worse, there is a third thread going on at the same time,
Data again trying his hand at a creative venture, this time novel writing.
This thread was actually amusing, but her characterization of Data is not
consistent with the novel's third season setting.

Picard's characterization is off as well, he is way too rough with his crew
and too preoccupied with Wesley's genius.  And he makes some really dumb
moves along the way.  I saw the solution to the problem of the "Artifact"
about 50 pages before Picard did.

This novel breaks some of the guidelines for TNG pocket books (I guess once
you have made it you can do no wrong).  First, it introduces significant
new continuity in the backgrounds of some of the major characters through
"realistic" dreams they have under the influence of the Artifact.  Second,
a good portion of the book concentrates on a minor character - Selar, and
creates a whole set of continuity for that character.

All in all an interesting if flawed work.  If you are interested in Selar
or in Data's struggles with writing, then pick it up.  The book is much
more readable than other TNG works such as _Gulliver's Fugitives_ and
_Captains Honor_.  Borrow it from a friend or buy it at a discount store.

...att!lzss!andyc

------------------------------

Date: 12 Sep 90 13:45:35 GMT
From: oravax!daryl@cs.cornell.edu (Steven Daryl McCullough)
Subject: Till We Have Faces

A few months ago, someone (I don't remember who, for sure) recommended the
C.S. Lewis book _Till We Have Faces_ as one of his best books. I have
finally got around to purchasing it, and I would like to second the
recommendation. As the original poster said, it has none of the
heavy-handed Christian symbolism of most of C.S. Lewis' fantasy and science
fiction.

A tiny bit about the story (not a spoiler, since this fact is prominent on
the back cover): The story is a retelling of the old myth of Cupid and
Psyche. For those of you who don't know that story, it is the original
basis for the fairy tale "Beauty and the Beast", (which the author of _Kiss
Sleeping Beauty Goodbye_, a feminist analysis of fair tales, considers to
be the best of the Grimm's fairy tales).

I don't remember who recommended the book originally, but aware as I am
that life is full of small ironies, I suspect it was Tom Maddox, with whom
I have exchanged a number of harsh words recently. If so, thanks for the
recommendation, Tom.

Daryl McCullough

------------------------------

Date: 13 Sep 90 04:00:49 GMT
From: rhanschk@uhasun.hartford.edu (Ruth Hanschka)
Subject: re: Till We All Have Faces
	
   C.S. Lewis is one of my favourite writers, so I'm a bit biased, but [you
KNEW there was a but, didn't you? ;-)] I loved this book.  It's more than a
bit difficult to find around here, though.  If it is possible to "third" a
recommendation, then that's what I'm doing.  Recommender #2 may have led us
a bit astray by mentioning the Psyche myth, though.  While the book does
talk about her, it centers on her eldest sister.  The woman in question
whose name has just vanished from my accessible memory, has the looks of
someone who had been beaten with the proverbial "ugly stick".  I mean
really ugly, as in small children running away and hiding.  How she deals
with that handicap, and more or less raising her two younger sisters takes
up a lot of the book.  For a man who never had children of his own, Mr.
Lewis does a fantastic job.  The scenes with the eldest sister as an adult
and queen are even better.
   The only problem with this kind of book recommendation is that I have no
idea whether it is still in print.  I've had the same problem recently with
a book called _Pavane_ by Keith Roberts.  It's a fantastic alternate
history/ fantasy book [very gently implied fantasy, beautifully done].  The
only problem is that it seems to be out of print in the States.  My copy
was printed [in England yet :) ] in 1968, so it doesn't even have the
Library of Congress number in it.  I know there was a more recent printing,
but my copy of that went missing so long ago I'm not sure that it wasn't
the product of an over-active imagination combined with too many late
nights and too much caffeine.

Ruth

------------------------------

Date: 7 Sep 90 16:51:23 GMT
From: eric@snark.thyrsus.com (Eric S. Raymond)
Subject: Reviews: short takes

I'm going to be doing *lots* of short takes for a while to catch up with
summer stuff that came out either during my August vacation or the deadline
crunch before it.  Here are the July releases I didn't get to before.

Title:     Kaduna Memories
By:        Jack McKinney
Publisher: Ballantine/Del Rey (July 1990)
Format:    pb, 249pp
ISBN:      0-345-36579

   An enjoyable if lightweight space opera with a bit of cyberpunk
flavoring.  A poor little rich girl hires small-time data-detective Felix
McTurk to take on her guardian's megacorporation, seeking the truth about
the death of her parents years before. And McTurk has his own grudges
against Offworld Lifting and Development. What neither knows is that OLD's
secret is First Contact and that they'll kill to keep it. Quirky characters
give this book most of its charm, though the AIs seem excessively
humanlike.

Title:     A Key for the Nonesuch
By:        Geary Gravel
Publisher: Ballantine/Del Rey (July 1990)
Format:    pb, 229pp
ISBN:      0-345-35976-3

   Geary Gravel's earlier novels _The_Alchemists_ and _The_Pathfinders_
were ambitious, spectacular, philosophically involved constructions
displaying lyric gifts reminiscent of Cordwainer Smith. With this one he
seems to have set his sights lower, aiming at the SF/adventure market and
producing something that rather recalls Jack Chalker's Well of Souls books.
The result is certainly better executed than Chalker and pleasant enough on
its own terms, but a bit of a disappointment otherwise; the gorgeousness
and challenge of the earlier books is missing.  And it appears that we're
being set up for a series. Oh well. Buy it anyhow; keep Gravel writing. The
chance that he might regain his earlier form is well worth it.

Title:     Soft and Others
By:        F. Paul Wilson
Publisher: TOR (July 1990)
Format:    pb, 306pp
ISBN:      0-812-50375-9

  I can only review about half of this anthology, as I strongly dislike
horror fiction and generally refuse to read it. The SF, however, is
excellent, including the now-classic _Lipidleggin'_ and
_To_Fill_The_Sea_And_Air_. Wilson's range and originality are impressive,
even if his work does tend to an unfinished quality that suggests he still
has some growing to do as a writer (often, the story sirtuations are too
obviously set-pieces for a particular effect or moral and leave too little
sense of connection to a wider reality).  He seems to have intended this
collection as a set of his journeyman pieces, and it's well worth having as
a chronicle of authorial growth, especially if you like horror fiction.

RECEIVED BUT NOT REVIEWED:
   The Hammer of the Sun (Michael Scott Rohan), Songs of the Dancing Gods
(Jack Chalker). More ho-hum fantasy series books.
   The Sand Wars #6: Challenge Met (Charles Ingrid). Low-rent space opera.
"Jack Storm faces an impossible mission into the heart of enemy territory."
Sheesh.

------------------------------

Date: 7 Sep 90 05:32:11 GMT
From: rhanschk@uhasun.hartford.edu (Ruth Hanschka)
Subject: re: McCaffrey, Kurtz, and feline protagonists

   I don't know of any books by either author that feature feline
protagonists.[And I liked _Legacy_ but I'm weird] But If memory serves,
which it usually doesn't this late at night, Andre Norton DID.  _Starkaats_
may have been the title of one of them.  They were juveniles, which is why
the details are fuzzy. The two human charecters were a middle-class boy and
an inner-city poor girl.  Does anyone remember the details/ anything more?

Ruth  

------------------------------

Date: 7 Sep 90 22:32:00 GMT
From: hennebry@plains.nodak.edu (Michael J. Hennebry)
Subject: Re: McCaffrey, Kurtz, and feline protagonists

rhanschk@UHASUN.HARTFORD.EDU (Ruth Hanschka) writes:
>   I don't know of any books by either author that feature feline
>protagonists.[And I liked _Legacy_ but I'm weird] But If memory serves,
>which it usually doesn't this late at night, Andre Norton DID.
>_Starkaats_ may have been the title of one of them.

Don't remember StarKaats. Do remember Breed to Come and The Zero Stone.

Mike
hennebry@plains.NoDak.edu      

------------------------------

Date: 10 Sep 90 15:20:49 GMT
From: lac@titan.tsd.arlut.utexas.edu (Lloyd Chalfant)
Subject: Re: McCaffrey, Kurtz, and feline protagonists

hennebry@plains.NoDak.edu (Michael J. Hennebry) writes:
>Ruth Hanschka writes:
>>   I don't know of any books by either author that feature feline
>>protagonists.[And I liked _Legacy_ but I'm weird] But If memory serves,
>>which it usually doesn't this late at night, Andre Norton DID.
>>_Starkaats_ may have been the title of one of them.
>
>Don't remember StarKaats. Do remember Breed to Come and The Zero Stone.

There were three Star Kaats books, Star Kaats, Star Kaats return (or
something like that), and Star Kaats and the Plant People.  These are
*very* juvenile and are co-authored.  Breed to Come was a great example of
a cat protagonist.  Zero Stone was followed by Unchartered Stars if anyone
cares.  Although, was the protagonist a cat, or merely cat-like, or was it
borne of a cat?  I'll have to go read them again.

Lloyd Chalfant
Applied Research Laboratories
P.O. Box 8029
Austin, Texas 78713-8029

------------------------------

Date: 11 Sep 90 14:52:45 GMT
From: jdnicoll@watyew.uwaterloo.ca (Brian or James)
Subject: Feline protagonists

   There was a children's SF novel series called [I think] Space Cat. The
titles were something like 'Space Cat on Mars' and the like.  The astronomy
was a tad dated [1950ish], but it *was* the first time I ran across the
phrase 'Einstein-Rosen Bridge'. The cats were just cats, although they
seemed about as bright as a human. The humans never noticed, of course,
that their cats held protracted conversation among themselves.  At least
one of the cats was martian; a species that had, as far as I recall,
evolved on Mars, but could interbreed with terran felines. Oh well, I guess
both relativity *and* evolution is too much to ask for in one children's
series :)

Anyone out there remember 'Freddy the Pig'? Now, *there* was classic SF
[baseball, too].

James Nicoll

------------------------------

Date: 12 Sep 90 12:18:57 GMT
From: ccicpg!cci632!deb@uunet.uu.net (Deborah Brown)
Subject: Re: Feline protagonists

jdnicoll@watyew.uwaterloo.ca (Brian or James) writes:
>   There was a children's SF novel series called [I think] Space Cat. The
>titles were something like 'Space Cat on Mars' and the like.  The
>astronomy was a tad dated [1950ish], but it *was* the first time I ran
>across the phrase 'Einstein-Rosen Bridge'. The cats were just cats,
>although they seemed about as bright as a human. The humans never noticed,

I read a book back in '66 called "Time Cat".  It was about a young boy with
his pet cat called, I think Gareth.  I don't remember the kid's name.  The
cat had the ability to travel in time and take the boy with him.

If I can remember, Gareth was posessed of higher than human intelligence,
and he could carry on telepathic conversations with the boy as well as
other animals.

Great book, but it's been years since I last saw it, and time does funny
things to one's memory.  Does anyone else remember this book and who wrote
it?  I would love to read this again!

Debbie Brown
UUCP: cci632!jloda!deb
Internet: deb%cci632@ritcsh.csh.rit.edu

------------------------------

Date: 12 Sep 90 20:37:23 GMT
From: maune@warwick.ac.uk (Mac)
Subject: Re: Feline protagonists

Cats ... now how about the precursors of Tribbles, Heinlein's Martian cats
in _Space Family Stone_?

I read a short story many many years ago, in a collection by one of the
non_standard-sf British Publishing houses (Armada I think) about a girl and
her cat (called tick-tock?) on a colony planet. The feline race were
sentient, telepathic, and could create the illusion of invisibilty. The
story was one of my favourites as a kid, and the writing (the cats were
being hunted as no-one knew they were sentient) was highly empathetic.

Does anyone remember the title? Author? Collection?

Cheers!

Colin A. McDonald
maune@uk.ac.warwick.cu

------------------------------

Date: 13 Sep 90 01:52:14 GMT
From: whit@milton.u.washington.edu (John Whitmore)
Subject: Re: Feline protagonists

>I read a short story many many years ago, ... about a girl and her cat
>(called tick-tock?) on a colony planet. The feline race were sentient,
>telepathic, and could create the illusion of invisibilty.

   This was the first of the Telzy Amberdon stories by James H. Schmitz.
The novelization is _The Universe Against Her_, and sequels were _The Lion
Game_ and _The Telzey Toy_.
   Schmitz has done some other good things, as well; I especially liked
_The Witches of Karres_.
	
   Lucky you! there's more where that story came from!

John Whitmore

------------------------------
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SF-LOVERS Digest           Thursday, 13 Sep 1990      Volume 15 : Issue 320

Today's Topics:

       Books - Adams (2 msgs) & Brunner & Gear & Simmons (2 msgs) &
               Van Vogt (2 msgs) & Short Reviews &
               Alternate Histories (6 msgs) & A Request

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 12 Sep 90 12:45:06 GMT
From: otten@quark.umd.edu (Neil Ottenstein)
Subject: Dirk Gently (spoiler question)

I'm pretty sure this has been discussed before so I guess I should request
answers to be sent e-mail so things don't get too cluttered again.

Basically, I just finished Dirk Gently's Holistic Dectective Agency (and I
quite enjoyed it) and I was left wondering why what they did with Coleridge
actually worked.  It seemed that all they did was mess up what the ghost
told him so that the Rime of the Ancient Mariner would come out in its
"garbled" version.  They also apparently seemd to blow up the main ship
somehow, though I don't see how (maybe I misunderstood that).  So, the
question is why talking with Coleridge would stop the ghost's plans and
produce a second ghost.  Please enlighten me if possible.

Thanks,

Neil Ottenstein
otten@quark.umd.edu

------------------------------

Date: 12 Sep 90 14:33:27 GMT
From: mickey@brahms.udel.edu (Ernest McCarter)
Subject: Re: Dirk Gently (spoiler question)

   The story of Coleridge's Kubla Khan is that he never made it past the
first verse.  He was working on it one night when he was interrupted by a
knock at his door.  His visitor somehow managed to make him completely
forget the story that he had developed for the poem.  (I've heard some
people say that Coleridge was in a drug-induced state until the knock at
his door.)

   Anyway, in the beginning of Dirk Gently, the poem had been completed, as
noted by the mention of the second verse.  When Dirk Gently went back in
time, he became the person that interrupted Coleridge's work (which was
apparently going on because he was possessed by an alien being - not
because he was on drugs), thereby altering reality.

------------------------------

Date: 12 Sep 90 16:59:43 GMT
From: howell@bert.llnl.gov (Louis Howell)
Subject: Re: Brunner

These four books of Brunner's are all cautionary tales - dystopias made
with the "If this goes on..." formula.  A rough correspondence is
  Stand on Zanzibar:     Overpopulation, corporate power
  The Shockwave Rider:   Rapid cultural change, future shock, computers
  The Jagged Orbit:      Racial warfare, anarchy, personal armament
  The Sheep Look Up:     Pollution

I have ranked them by my own subjective impression of credibility and
quality.  "Stand on Zanzibar" is a masterpiece of literary technique as
well as a believable, engaging story with interesting characters.  "The
Shockwave Rider" has a plot which really stretches my suspension of
disbelief, but the background society is superbly done.  It definitely
deserves full recognition for its role in the development of cyberpunk.  I
can recommend both without reservation.

The other two, however, sacrifice credibility for political posturing.
"The Jagged Orbit" supposes that the violent racial confrontations of
decades past continued to get worse until the US looked more like South
Africa than our present society.  It also contains liberal :-) doses of
gun-banner propaganda, by assuming that a society where everyone was armed
would automatically be in a state bordering on civil war.  "The Sheep Look
Up" is about a group of radical environmentalists (they're pretty
mainstream by today's standards) being persecuted by the government and big
corporations.

Brunner's major error in both books is that he ignores how society's
attitudes change with time.  You are presented with a country where racial
and environmental issues NEVER achieved the slightest bit of legitimacy,
while the problems became worse by orders of magnitude.  In the real world,
yesterday's radicals became today's establishment.  I just can't believe in
a society where the majority refuse to even acknowledge serious problems
which have been staring them in the face for decades.  Part of the
explanation, I think, is that Brunner is a Brit, writing about the US.  In
"Stand on Zanzibar" and "The Shockwave River" this fact is not very
obtrusive, since he creates societies very different from our own by
logical extrapolation.  In "The Jagged Orbit" and "The Sheep Look Up",
however, he extrapolates the problems but postulates almost zero change in
people's attitudes.  It just doesn't hang together.

Louis Howell

------------------------------

Date: 12 Sep 90 15:54:00 GMT
From: J_DELANO@unhh.bitnet
Subject: H Michael Gear

   Has anyone read anything by H. Michael Gear?  His novels are really
huge, all of them.  Has anyone read any?  I'd like to know if they're worth
reading.
   BTW, the cover illustration for "Starstrike" is so beautiful that I'd
almost buy the book for it (but not quite.)

------------------------------

Date: 12 Sep 90 17:00:20 GMT
From: rhanschk@uhasun.hartford.edu (Ruth Hanschka)
Subject: re: Hyperion

   I have agree with some other folks, this book is great.  The priest's
tale is absolutely fantastic.  I get the distinct impression that Simmons
has read the Canterbury Tales, but this might be a filter job. [He could
have been influenced by someone who was influenced by _Canterbury_] Also, I
have the feeling that parts of the poet's tale are autobiographical.  Does
anyone know one way or the other?
   The only problem I had with the book is that it does tend to drag in
some places.  There were one or two scenes that could have been shortened
or cut without losing much.
   Another thing I'm curious about is the Siri story, aka the Consul's
Tale.  I'm almost certain that this was published in short story/novelette
form some time ago.  It had to be either in either F&SF or IASFM
[Asimov's], if my notoriously glitch-ridden memory isn't playing trick
number 29306 on me.

Ruth

------------------------------

Date: 12 Sep 90 21:47:43 GMT
From: jjmhome!lmann@m2c.m2c.org (Laurie Mann)
Subject: Re: Hyperion

tiresias@walt.cc.utexas.edu (Doug Ingram) writes:
> I just finished reading _Hyperion_ and _The_Fall_of_Hyperion_ by Dan
> Simmons, and I felt that both were excellent.  In particular, I liked the
> priest's tale in the first book and how it all connected in the end, but
> the whole story was very interesting.  Anyone else have any thoughts on
> these books?  Are they new?  How long has Dan Simmons been around and
> what else has he written?

I like the story of Rachel best of all (in the first novel).  Talk about
needing some Kleenex!

I am, however, completely bogged down about 100 pages into the second
novel. The first novel was a real page-turner for me.  The second novel
starts off with a whole new character and a whole new style.  Yes, it
bounces back to "our heroes" from time to time, but it avoids them for the
most part.  People keep telling me to give it more time, and that it's
really worth it, so I'll probably get back to it soon.

Laurie Mann
lmann@jjmhome.UUCP
lmann@bigbootay.sw.stratus.com

------------------------------

Date: 12 Sep 90 15:48:00 GMT
From: J_DELANO@unhh.bitnet
Subject: Alfred Elton van Vogt

How do you pronounces that, anyway?  Van Voit?

   Well, this year I bought a 1950's edition of The Voyage of the Space
Beagle.  Since I guess van Vogt didn't want anyone to know it was really a
short story collection, it didn't have any of the titles of the individual
pieces (I didn't even know it was a collection until recently.)  Does
anyone out there know the original titles?
   As for his work, TVotSB was the only thing by him I ever read, and I was
unimpressed.  I didn't get the impression that he knew what he was talking
about.  But I'm willing to give him another chance.

------------------------------

Date: 13 Sep 90 01:32:16 GMT
From: Michael_Tallan.OSBU_North@xerox.com
Subject: Re: Van Vogt

> Didn't Van Vogt die a few years ago?

A. E. Van Vogt is alive and well.  I visited him and his wife at their home
in Hollywood just a few days ago.  I asked him why so little of his work
was still in print.  He said that his publishers are waiting for him to
come out with a new book, then they'll reprint a lot of his older stuff at
the same time as they publish the new one.

He's currently working on a sequel to Slan, but it's going very slowly.
He's 78 years old and just doesn't have the energy he used to for writing a
book.

Michael
Tallan.osbunorth@Xerox.com

------------------------------

Date: 7 Sep 90 16:52:48 GMT
From: eric@snark.thyrsus.com (Eric S. Raymond)
Subject: Reviews: short takes

More catch-up. August releases start here.

Title:     Annual World's Best SF
By:        Donald A. Wollheim
Publisher: DAW (August 1990)
Format:    pb, 341pp
ISBN:      0-88677-424-1

   This year, it's not. It leads off with a short-story length retread of
Gregory Benford's _Great_Sky_River_ and continues with far too many
pretentious `message' stories some of which (like Lisa Tuttle's
_In_Translation_ and Brian Aldiss's _North_Of_The_Abyss_) completely
collapse under their load of significance.  The brightest spot is perhaps
Orson Scott Card's _Dogwalker_, followed closely by Judith Moffett's
_Not_Without_Honor_, Barrington J. Bailey's bizarre _Death_Ship_ and a
couple of slick pieces by Robert Silverberg.  There's enough here to make
the book worth buying, but beware turkeys.

Title:     Silent Dances
By:        A. C. Cripin and Kathleen O'Malley
Publisher: Ace (July 1990)
Format:    pb, 275pp
ISBN:      0-441-78330-9

   Book Two in the `Starbridge' series demonstrates once again that earnest
novels with uplifting politically correct subtexts about special people
from minorities tend to collapse under the weight of their own good
intentions. The premise for the series - that it's the chronicles of an
academy for young first-contact specialists, could have been made into some
excellent and *subtle* young-adult novels. Instead, in this, we get
affirmative-action preachiness (the protagonist is - get this - a deaf
Amerind woman) unredeemed by much in the way of real ethical challenge or
innovative world-building or even un-obvious plot twists. How special.

Title:     The Interior Life
By:        Katherine Blake
Publisher: Baen (Aug 1990)
Format:    pb, 313pp
ISBN:      0-671-72010-4

   Another lone-woman-against-the-Dark fantasy but, in this one the Dark
has an ecology and a psychological dimension absent from most such.
Housewife Sue finds she is living two lives which interpenetrate in odd
ways, one of them in a magic-using fantasy world where she is the earthy
handmaiden of a great sorceress. Remarkable characterization and an
understated message about the possibilities of personal growth make this a
far better novel than most of its ilk.

Title:     TekWar
By:        William Shatner
Publisher: Ace (Aug 1990)
Format:    pb, 307pp
ISBN:      0-441-80208-7

   The man who was Kirk gives us a competent but undistinguished SF
thriller.  Jake Cardigan, a cop in future California framed for dealing the
addictive brain stimulant `Tek', is sprung early to take on a special case
with a buddy who's gone private. It's his chance to nail the man who sent
him to the slammer, if he lives. The best things about this novel are the
unexpected touches of humor and odd detail in it; the scene where a
Hollywood parasite's holo-projected house disappears behind him because
he's failed to keep up the payments is particularly nice. Pick it up used.

------------------------------

Date: 7 Sep 90 08:45:06 GMT
From: chris@tcom.stc.co.uk (Chris Milton)
Subject: Re: Alternate Histories list?

maune@warwick.ac.uk (Mac) writes:
>I'm most interested in books that present a Nazi victory during WWII.

I once read a story which was presented as a serious of letters/notes
between Himmler (I think) and other people, including Hitler. I *think* it
was by Arthur C. Clark and was in an anthology of other authors, though
what the book was or even where I came across it I simply cannot remember.
The basic plot was that the Nazis in some secret scientific project had
opened up a gateway to another planet (?) from which they were drawing
resources. It was done in such a way that I had to sit myself down and tell
myself that no, there is no way that this could have been based upon
reality!! Anyone out there know if it lead to a Nazi victory, or what the
book/short story was called because I quite simply cannot remember!!

chris@jura.tcom.stc.co.uk

------------------------------

Date: 7 Sep 90 18:06:48 GMT
From: rodney@ncrorl.orlando.ncr.com (Rodney Hamilton)
Subject: Re: Alternate Histories list?

>In a short story, the name of which escapes me, in the collection "The
>River of Time", David Brin spins a really different kind of alternate
>reality around the entire Nazi phenomenon. It looks at a novel an
>different reason as to why the Nazi's did what they did. Very definitely
>worth a read.
>
>Others wo have read it: Was it the title story? I know that the title

The story is "Thor Meets Captain America" with a 1986 copyright.  According
to Brin's note following the story, it was written for an anthology Greg
Benford was putting together, called "Hitler Victorious".  Has anyone seen
that book?

Rodney V. Hamilton
Systems Engineering  
NCR Corp.
E&M-Orlando
Lake Mary, FL
rodney@ncrorl.Orlando.NCR.COM
rodney@ncrorltv.UUCP
{uunet,ncrsd}!ncrlnk!ncrorl!rodney
uunet!ncrorltv!rodney

------------------------------

Date: 8 Sep 90 10:13:26 GMT
From: klaus@diku.dk (Klaus Ole Kristiansen)
Subject: Re: The alternate histories book list, so far

You might call Randall Garrett`s Lord Darcy series alternate history.
Richard the Lionhearted survived his wound, the Evil Prince John from the
Robin Hood stories never became king, and so the Magna Carta was never
issued. One of Richard`s descendants sponsored research in magic, so now
magic is well established, while science as we know it is very little
known. There is a reference to "the chemic arts" in one of the stories.

Klaus Kristiansen

------------------------------

Date: 10 Sep 90 20:52:12 GMT
From: ward@tsnews.convergent.com (Ward Griffiths)
Subject: Re: Alternate Histories list?

rodney@ncrorl.Orlando.NCR.COM (Rodney Hamilton) writes:
> The story is "Thor Meets Captain America" with a 1986 copyright.
> According to Brin's note following the story, it was written for an
> anthology Greg Benford was putting together, called "Hitler Victorious".
> Has anyone seen that book?

Yes, I have a copy and it took me quite a while to find it.  I get the
impression that it was in print for a record short time.  It has a number
of different views of the world after a Nazi victory, and some are actually
rather optimistic.  Others are not.  The Brin story also had a magazine
publication as well, in Analog in '86.  That's where I first saw it.  And
loved it.  Actually, though a few of his short stories in The River of Time
are weak, I've massively enjoyed everything Brin has published of novelette
length or greater.  My favourite pieces in TRoT are probably "The Loom of
Thessaly" and "Lungfish".

Ward Griffiths

------------------------------

Date: 11 Sep 90 08:10:56 GMT
From: goldfarb@ocf.berkeley.edu (David Goldfarb)
Subject: Re: Alternate Histories list?

ward@tsnews.Convergent.COM (Ward Griffiths) writes:
>rodney@ncrorl.Orlando.NCR.COM (Rodney Hamilton) writes:
>> The story is "Thor Meets Captain America" with a 1986 copyright.
>> According to Brin's note following the story, it was written for an
>> anthology Greg Benford was putting together, called "Hitler Victorious".
>
>... The Brin story also had a magazine publication as well, in Analog in
>'86.

_The Magazine of Fantasy and Science Fiction_, actually.

David Goldfarb
goldfarb@ocf.berkeley.edu

------------------------------

Date: 12 Sep 90 21:58:43 GMT
From: browns@iccgcc.decnet.ab.com (Stan Brown, Oak Road Systems)
Subject: Re: The alternate histories book list, so far

_Times Without Number_ by John Brunner.  Spain won the battle of the Armada
in 1588, and conquered and annexed England. The Moslems (or somebody)
overran Spain, so the Spanish royal family moved to Londres.  Time travel
was developed, and the Society of Time deliberately changes the past for
research purposes.  One change lands the hero in an alien Nueva Jorque
where (gasp!) Spain lost in 1588.

Stan Brown
Oak Road Systems
Cleveland, Ohio, U.S.A.
(216) 371-0043

------------------------------

Date: 12 Sep 90 07:26:33 GMT
From: dirk@csuchico.edu (Dirk Walls)
Subject: another book ID

Yes, another book ID request.  I seem to remember reading a book about 8-10
years ago that was a send-up of Superman with lots of sex in it. (This was
very memorable to an at the time 14 year old).  It involved a character
whose name I believe was David Brinkely (?)  who was a newsman and a
superhero.  He was susceptible to the element Cronkite.  The book spoofs
all sorts of superheros and what life would be like for them if they acted
like ordinary humans.  One scene had the hero about to score when he heard
a scream for help with his superhearing and how he reacts to the situation.
The book was a library book, but I've never seen or heard of any reference
to it since then. It seems like a book P.J. Farmer might have wrote.  Does
it exist, or was it a really weird and memorable dream I had a long time
ago?

Dirk

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
***********************
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SF-LOVERS Digest            Friday, 14 Sep 1990       Volume 15 : Issue 321

Today's Topics:

		  Miscellaneous - Conventions (4 msgs) &
                                  On-Campus SF Clubs &
                                  Conjurations (5 msgs) &
                                  Art Work (2 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 28 Aug 90 09:33:29 GMT
From: henkl@glorantha (Henk Langeveld - Sun Nederland)
Subject: Re: SF in 93 GoH's

From PR 0 of ConFransisco:

			San Fransisco Wins!

			  Honored Guests:

			    Larry Niven

		Tom Digby		Alicia Austin

	    Guy Gavriel Kay	    	   Wombat 
	  *master of ceremonies*    (jan howard finder)
		
			    Mark Twain
			*dead guest of honor*

Henk Langeveld
henkl@holland.sun.com
henkl@sun.nl

------------------------------

Date: 13 Sep 90 17:47:41 GMT
From: lmann@bigbootay.sw.stratus.com (Mann)
Subject: Boskone 28 */* February 1991 */* Springfield, MA

                               Boskone XXVIII
                           Sheraton Monarch Place
                                     and
                            Springfield Marriott
                         Springfield, Massachusetts
                            February 15--17, 1991

       Guest of Honor      Mike Resnick
       Official Artist     Ed Emsh
       Special Speaker     Brian Thomsen


       Mike Resnick      is a long-time fan and the author of Ivory,
                         Paradise, and Santiago.  He won the Hugo award
                         last year for "Kirinyaga," and was nominated again
                         this year for "For I Have Touched the Sky," which
                         is also a Nebula nominee.  He and his wife Carol
                         raise dogs in Ohio when they aren't in Africa,
                         researching more books.  Mike is a well-known
                         toastmaster on the midwest con circuit, and will
                         bring his quick wit to the Saturday night banquet.

       Ed Emsh           was the artist for many Galaxy magazines, and won
                         several Hugo awards for best artist back in the
                         Fifties.  Ed died of cancer this summer, but we
                         plan to have a restrospective of his art, and a
                         panel about his contributions to the field.

       Brian Thomsen     is a major force in SF publishing as the editor of
                         Warner-Questar books.  He was the publisher of
                         Watchmen, the illustrated novel which won the Hugo
                         for Best Other Form at Nolacon.  Brian makes his
                         home in New York.

  Boskone features

     a multi-track program (including discussion groups and kaffeeklatches)
     a large art show
     huckster rooms
     meet-the-VIPS party on Friday night
     banquet, featuring Mike Resnick as toastmaster
     con suite
     fan lounge
     film program (with the kinds of films you just can't rent in the
           local video store)
     writer's workshop
     autographing
     readings
     babysitting and DragonsLair
     speedy con registration 
     congenial atmosphere for schmoozing

  Our address is:

        Boskone 28, NESFA, BOX G, MIT Branch PO, Cambridge, MA  02139

  When you register, we'll send you a progress report, which includes
  information on the hotels, banquet, NESFA press books, writers' workshop,
  and other events happening at the next Boskone.

  We welcome your suggestions for program items, exhibits, or special
  events.  You can send them to the box, or E-mail them to me and I'll pass
  them along.

------------------------------

Date: 13 Sep 90 21:53:50 GMT
From: jjmhome!MagiCon@m2c.m2c.org (MagiCon Press Relations)
Subject: MagiCon Press Release, September 1990

			   MagiCon Press Release
			For Immediate Distribution

   MagiCon        PO Box 621992       Orlando, FL 32862-1992        USA
			    The Fiftieth World Science Fiction Convention

  September 1990

  Membership Statistics

  MagiCon had 2200 Attending Memberships, 217 Supporting Memberships, and
  75 Children's Memberships as of August 20, 1990. In addition, MagiCon has
  issued 7 Guest Memberships, and 14 Kids-in-Tow Memberships.


  Progress Report 2

  MagiCon will be releasing Progress Report 2 in October. It will be mailed
  to all Attending and Supporting members.


  New Appointments

  MagiCon announces the following appointments:


     Administration     Office Staff                      Robin Douglas

     Events             Hugo Ceremonies                   Jill Eastlake
                        Masquerade                        Marty Gear

     Exhibits           Exhibits Division Head            Mark Olson
                        History Exhibits                  Peggy Rae Pavlat

     Program            NASA Liaison                      Joseph Green
                        Program Staff                     Jerry Kaufman
                        Program Staff                     Priscilla Olson

     Publications       Pre-con Publications Subdivision  Tom Hanlon

     Publicity          Press Relations                   Laurie Mann

Please forward this information to other networks.

E-mail to MagiCon@jjmhome

------------------------------

Date: 1 Sep 90 20:35:13 GMT
From: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu (SF-LOVERS)
Subject: Conventions Listing Available

The latest version of the convention listings is now available for
anonymous FTP from elbereth.rutgers.edu.  The filename is pub/sfl/cons.txt.

If you are receiving this message, then you are currently on my list of
people who will receive periodic notices of the availability of the
convention listings.  To obtain a copy of the listings you can use
anonymous FTP to retrieve it from the Sf-Lovers archives at
elbereth.rutgers.edu.

Major announcements as to the availability of the list will be sent out
three times a year, in January, May and September.  I will be updating the
list as I get new information either at conventions I myself attend,
announcements that appear in Sf-Lovers, or material submitted to me from
other sources.  If you have a convention you would like to have in the
list, you can send mail to SF-LOVERS-CONS@RUTGERS.EDU with all of the
appropriate information.  I would suggest for best results that you send
the information at least one month prior to the convention itself.

------------------------------

Date: 11 Sep 90 21:07:56 GMT
From: grazier@maxwell.physics.purdue.edu (Kevin R. Grazier)
Subject: ON-CAMPUS SF CLUB POLL RESULTS

Well, new addresses are still trickling in, but here is the list so far.
Thank you to everybody who answered the call, the response was better than
I had hoped.  I'm still in the process of emailing copies of the list to
those who asked.

If anybody still wants to send me on-campus SF fan club (or anime, or rpg,
etc.) info/addresses, I plan on attempting to keep the list current.

Thanks again.

Purdue University:

S.S. Voyager
c/o Kathy Janney
653 N. 7th St.
Lafayette, IN 47901

Linkoping Science Fiction Forening/Linkoping SF Club
Andreas Bjorklind
Department of Computer and Information Science
LIBLAB
Linkoping University
S-581 83 Linkoping
Sweden

Cornell Univ. Science Fiction Assoc.
c/o Lisa Hazard
253 Risley Hall
Cornell University
Ithaca, NY 14853

Cornell Japanimation Society
President Masaki Takei                 or     Treasurer Tsao S.T.
Physics Department
Cornell University
Ithaca, NY 14853

Ball State University:

The Ball State Science-Fiction and Fantasy Club
Student Center Box 301
Muncie, Indiana  47306

Lawrence Livermore National Labs:

Rebecca M. Cowan/SF3
LLNL P.O. Box 808 L-392
Livermore, CA  94550

Creative Gaming Group
HB 5042
Dartmouth College
Hanover, NH  03755

WPI Science Fiction Society
Worcester Polytechnic Institute
100 Institute Road
Worcester, MA 01609

University of Illinois:

Time Travellers Anonymous
P.O. Box 2922
Champaign, IL 61825-2922

SWIL                    (Swarthmore Warders of Imaginative Literature)
Attn: Jeff Hildebrand
Swarthmore College
Swarthmore, PA 19081

SFSOC
c/o Student Union
University of St. Andrews
St. Andrews, Fife KY16
Scotland

Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute:

Rensselaer Science Fiction Association (RSFA)
Rensselaer Union
Box 66
Troy, New York 12180-3590

Boston University Science Fiction/Fantasy Club
c/o Mary Savageau (Secretary)
700 Commonwealth Avenue
Box 3101
Boston, MA  02215

Northern Arizona University:

Northern Arizona Speculative Fiction Society
5250 Courtland Blvd #95
Flagstaff, Az 86004

Infinity, Ltd.
Princeton University
Room 402
48 University Place
Princeton, NJ 08544

Star Trek Association of Irvine
c/o Associated Students of UCI
University of California, Irvine
Irvine, CA 92717

The OtherWorlders
C/O Student Organizations and Leadership Development
Wright State University
Dayton, OH

Io Science Fiction Society
c/o Student Representative Council
Glasgow University
Glasgow G12 8QQ
United Kingdom

Strathclyde Space and Science Fiction Society
c/o General Committee of Clubs and Societies
The Students Union
Strathclyde University
Glasgow G3
United Kingdom

University of Chicago Science Fiction Club
Ida Noyes Hall
1212 East 59th Street
Chicago, Illinois  60637

University of Texas at Austin:

Anime Club
Texas Union Box # 229
P.O. Box 7338
Austin, TX 78713

ScienceFiction Conventioneers of UMass  (SCUM)
University of Massachusetts
Amherst, MA 01003

University of Alberta:

The Edmonton Science Fiction and Comic Arts Society.
Box 4071
Postal Station South Edmonton
Edmonton AB
T6E 4S8
Canada.

University of California at Berkeley:

Cal Animage
300 Eshleman Hall
Berkeley, Ca  94720

Anime Berkeley
300 Eshleman Hall
Berkeley, Ca  94720

University of Michigan:

TARDAA   (Time and Relative Dimensions in Ann Arbor)
3909 Michigan Union         
Ann Arbor, MI 48109

      or

Nicole Guenther  (President)
2534 Stockwell
Ann Arbor, MI 48109
313-764-2901

Michigan Technological University:

PFRC (Permanent Floating Riot Club)
Michigan Tech Science Fiction and Fantasy Society
Michigan Technological University
125 Memorial Union Building
Houghton, MI  49931

HARO (Houghton Anime Review Organization)
Michigan Technological University
125 Memorial Union Building
Houghton, MI  49931

University of Pennsylvania:

Intelligent Life Limited
c/o Stephen Golden
Box 339
3901 Locust Walk
Philadelphia, PA 19104-6135

------------------------------

Date: 11 Sep 90 17:35:37 GMT
From: ST401844@brownvm.brown.edu (Stewart Crall)
Subject: conjuration scenes

What are the great conjuration scenes?  I know of only 2, the first being
when Gorice and Gro conjure up a sending to destroy all the Demons on the
sea in Eddison's "Worm Ouroboros", and the other is Faust's experiments
which result in the appearance of Mephistopholes in Goethe's "Faust".
Parts of Blish's "Black Easter" are also very good, and Heinlein's "Magic
Incorporated" has some neat ideas, but neither has anything in the same
class as the above 2.  Nor does deCamp's "Fallible Fiend" or Eisenstein's
"Sorcerer's Son" or Hardy's "5 Magics", because these are all in fun.
Perhaps some of Lovecraft's stuff comes close, but he is mainly concerned
with physical mysteries, and I do not recall any conjuration scenes.  I am
more interested in something from a fantasy viewpoint, than a modern-day
occult book.  With all the fantasy which has been written, have there been
any conjuration scenes better than Goethe's or Eddison's?

------------------------------

Date: 11 Sep 90 19:05:00 GMT
From: alberti@cs.umn.edu (Bob Alberti)
Subject: Re: conjuration scenes

ST401844@BROWNVM.BROWN.EDU (Stewart Crall) writes:
>What are the great conjuration scenes?  I know of only 2, the first being
>when Gorice and Gro conjure up a sending to destroy all the Demons on the
>sea in Eddison's "Worm Ouroboros", and the other is Faust's experiments
>which result in the appearance of Mephistopholes in Goethe's "Faust".
>Parts of Blish's "Black Easter" are also very good, and Heinlein's "Magic
>Incorporated" has some neat ideas, but neither has anything in the same
>class as the above 2.  Nor does deCamp's "Fallible Fiend" or Eisenstein's
>"Sorcerer's Son" or Hardy's "5 Magics", because these are all in fun.
>Perhaps some of Lovecraft's stuff comes close, but he is mainly concerned
>with physical mysteries, and I do not recall any conjuration scenes.  I am
>more interested in something from a fantasy viewpoint, than a modern-day
>occult book.  With all the fantasy which has been written, have there been
>any conjuration scenes better than Goethe's or Eddison's?

You want to read some conjuration scenes?  I'll see if I can mail you (or
post with permission) some exerpts from "The Book of Ebon Bindings" by
M.A.R. Barker.  If you can find a place that has copies of this book, buy
one and then send me the address so I can buy the rest.

These are detailed, terrifying summonings of some of the biggist nasties
out of his "Empire of the Petal Throne" game system.  Some of the
preparations include anointing and binding twenty male and twenty female
sacrifices and then removing their eyes with eye spoons and filling the
sockets with gems.  These guys are alive, of course.  Afterwards, the
invocator is instructed to clean up by "bathing in the milk of a mother
newly slain with her babe in her arms".  Spine-tingling stuff.

Bob Alberti
Micro and Wkstn Networks Ctr, U of MN
UUCP: nic.MR.NET!boombox.micro.UMN.EDU!alberti
INET: alberti@boombox.micro.UMN.EDU           

------------------------------

Date: 11 Sep 90 20:51:53 GMT
From: cain@ics.uci.edu (Timothy Douglas Cain)
Subject: Re: conjuration scenes

ST401844@BROWNVM.BROWN.EDU (Stewart Crall) writes:
>What are the great conjuration scenes?  I know of only 2, the first being
>when Gorice and Gro conjure up a sending to destroy all the Demons on the
>sea in Eddison's "Worm Ouroboros", and the other is Faust's experiments
>which result in the appearance of Mephistopholes in Goethe's "Faust".

There is a good conjuration scene in Saberhagen's "Empire of the East",
when the magician Wood attempts to release and control the demon Orcus.  If
you want to go pulp, R.E. Howard's Conan stories sometimes had wizards
summoning dark, hideous things. Somebody usually gets eaten too.

Timothy D. Cain
Department of Information and Computer Science
UC Irvine
cain@ics.uci.edu

------------------------------

Date: 11 Sep 90 16:32:54 GMT
From: tomw@orac.esd.sgi.com (Tom Weinstein)
Subject: Re: conjuration scenes

There are a couple of very good ones in Blish's "The Devil's Day."

Tom Weinstein
Silicon Graphics, Inc.
Entry Systems Division, Window Systems
tomw@orac.esd.sgi.com

------------------------------

Date: 12 Sep 90 13:56:00 GMT
From: davidb@inmet.inmet.com
Subject: Re: conjuration scenes

Check out the two James Blish black magic books, _Black_Easter_ and
_Day_of_Judgement_.  Blish is at his usual excellent, coherent best.

Dave Barton
barton@i2wash.com

------------------------------

Date: 4 Sep 90 08:26:43 GMT
From: hoptoad!tim@uunet.uu.net (Tim Maroney)
Subject: Re: 1990 Hugo Winners -- But is it art?

lmann@jjmhome.UUCP (Laurie Mann) writes:
>Have you read First Maitz?  Looked at his work in an Art Show?  Jeesh.

I've looked at First Maitz, and seen pieces by Maitz in an art show.  I
found his work garish and ugly, and I would be *very* embarrassed to
recommend it to any of my friends in the "mundane" art world.  The colors
are gut-wrenching, the perspective strangely chosen, the characters
lifeless.

>While his work CAN be very realistic, he's going for a little more than
>"just" realism.

But what he is "going for", you seem incapable of defining....

>Or is your idea of a fine pro artist recent Carl Lundgren?  (*SHUDDER*)

Who is Carl Lundgren?  I confess that I do not care for most book cover
illustrations, and I consider them advertising, not art.  The few real
artists in SF seem to be working for months on single paintings and
screaming their heads off over the price any journeyman picture of a dragon
or a spaceship can command.

Let's see, who did the cover to WALKABOUT WOMAN?  *That* was a good
illustration.  Naturally, the book didn't sell.  It had a black person on
the cover, and no dwarves wielding hammers nor mages throwing spells
through wooden staves.  Nor could you see the woman's huge, protruberant
nipples in magic 3-D surround-o-vision, as you would on a Maitz cover.

Tim Maroney
sun!hoptoad!tim
tim@toad.com

------------------------------

Date: 7 Sep 90 19:15:42 GMT
From: lsc%chryse@sun.com (Lisa S Chabot)
Subject: Re: 1990 Hugo Winners -- But is it art?

tim@hoptoad.UUCP (Tim Maroney) writes:
>I confess that I do not care for most book cover illustrations, and I
>consider them advertising, not art.

Perhaps you don't like that particular branch of art that is illustration?

>The few real artists in SF seem to be working for months on single
>paintings and screaming their heads off over the price any journeyman
>picture of a dragon or a spaceship can command.

So does Maitz work for months on individual paintings.  The market for
covers seems to be a lot like the market for the contents: big names sell,
people who can imitate the style of the big names can sell; but if you
write a novel or paint a picture, there's still the job of convincing an
editor or an art director to buy it.  If you mean instead selling at art
shows, well, it's still similar: many people don't have or haven't
developed taste and the simpler sorts of representational art will usually
please them best.

------------------------------
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                      Requests (2 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 7 Sep 90 16:54:14 GMT
From: eric@snark.thyrsus.com (Eric S. Raymond)
Subject: Reviews: short takes

More catch-up.  August releases

Title:     Isle of the Dead
By:        Roger Zelazny
Publisher: Baen (August 1990)
Format:    pb, 201pp
ISBN:      0-671-72011-2

   Another classy reissue from Baen, this time of a 1969 novel by Zelazny
that hasn't dated a bit. Francis Sandow is a world designer and one of the
wealthiest humans in the galaxy. He is also, in some sense, the god Shimbo
of Darktree in the elaborate pantheon of the alien Peian mystics. Now, a
failed world-builder has forged an alliance with Shimbo's great enemy, the
dread god Belion, and the man who has had everything must fight for his
life. Zelazny fuses psionics with theology in a way satisfying on several
levels. Enjoy.

Title:     Star Trek: The Lost Years
By:        J. M. Dillard
Publisher: Pocket Books (August 1990)
Format:    pb, 440pp
ISBN:      0-671-70795-7

   Yawn. More Star Trek formula fiction - same old characters, plot cut to
fit a gap in the preexisting mythos, perfunctory plotting and lots of
really familiar motions signifying nothing. Anyone who's seen
_Spock's_World_ or _The_Wounded_Sky_ or even _How_Much_For_Just_
The_Planet_ knows that trekfic needn't be this boring and unoriginal.  Pass
on this one.

Title:     Alchemy Unlimited
By:        Douglas W. Clark
Publisher: Avon (August 1990)
Format:    pb, 310pp
ISBN:      0-380-75726-5

   This odd first novel is actually based on a cartoon strip that used to
appear in a sewage-treatment newsletter. Yes, it's a fantasy that's
preoccupied with waste-water reprocessing; the viewpoint character is the
newly bound apprentice of the world's only hydro-alchemist. He finds
himself involved in the effort to defeat a plague caused by toxic spillage
of a demonic nature. The weird characters he encounters include the evil
Sir Hydro Phobius (whose blazon is a dead fish), assorted tavern wenches,
thugs and dotty monks, and a homosexual dragon with a thing for hot
knights. Bizarre. But interesting.

Title:     Out of Sync
By:        Isidore Haiblum
Publisher: Ballantine/Del Rey
Format:    pb, 184pp
ISBN:      0-345-35501-6

   At his best (as in _The_Tzaddik_Of_The_Seven_Wonders_ and _The_Wilk_Are
_Among_Us!_), Isidore Haiblum has displayed a weird inventiveness and a
loopy, darkly original comic sense. This book, sadly, is not Haiblum at his
best. The premise is incoherent, the plotting weak, and the denoument
rushed and unconvincing. Skip this one.

RECEIVED AND NOT REVIEWED:
  Robots & Aliens #5: Maverick.

------------------------------

Date: 11 Sep 90 14:23:04 GMT
From: v065lrn6@ubvmsd.cc.buffalo.edu (Todd G Vaarwerk)
Subject: Re: SF Humor

>  ... I'm wondering if anyone would care to recommend some of their
> favorite funny SFal literature to get me going again. Novels, short
> stories, anything will do, but I'm particularly looking for
> Ha-Ha-laugh-out-loud-fall-off-the-bed-onto-the-floor types of humor. Good
> puns are welcome, too.

  In addtion to the ones mentioned, a few others:

    _Bill, The Galactic Hero_
    _Bill, The Galactic Hero, Planet of the Robot Slaves_ 
        by Harry Harrison

    _Doon_ (Parody of _Dune_, by F. Herbert) by National Lampoon
           [May be hard to find .. ]

Todd G Vaarwerk
State University of New York at Buffalo 
ZTSINDI@UBVMS.BITNET
ZTSINDI@UBVMS.CC.BUFFALO.EDU
VAARWERK@ACSU.BUFFALO.EDU    |

------------------------------

Date: 11 Sep 90 17:16:10 GMT
From: jdnicoll@watyew.uwaterloo.ca (Brian or James)
Subject: Re: SF Humor

   May I suggest reading Thorne Smith's novels? 'Night Life of the Gods'
reduced me to little helpless wheezes of laughter the first time I read it.

James Nicoll

------------------------------

Date: 11 Sep 90 07:48:59 GMT
From: whit@milton.u.washington.edu (John Whitmore)
Subject: Re: SF Humor

AXXBOZE@uicvmc.BITNET (Andy Boze) writes:
>  ... I'm wondering if anyone would care to recommend some of their
> favorite funny SFal literature to get me going again. Novels, short
> stories, anything will do, but I'm particularly looking for
> Ha-Ha-laugh-out-loud-fall-off-the-bed-onto-the-floor types of humor. Good
> puns are welcome, too.

   GOOD puns?  One of Asimov's Wendell Urth stories comes to mind.  Can't
recall the title offhand.

   _The Mouse that Roared_
   _The Mouse on the Moon_
   _The Mouse on Wall Street_   
      Leonard Wibberly (see also the Peter Sellers version of TMTR
available on video) 

   _Hit or Myth_
   _Another Fine Myth_
   _Myth-nomers and Im-Pervections_
   _Myth Directions_
   _Mything Persons_
   _Little Myth Marker_
   _M.Y.T.H. Inc. Link_ 
      all by Robert Asprin (source of a favorite quotation: "White cells
with fish, red cells with meat"-Dracula) 

   _Hitchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy_  
   _Life, the Universe, and Everything_
   _The Restaurant at the End of the Universe_
   _So Long, and Thanks for All the Fish_
      Douglas Adams (also the radio version is available on cassette; video
not as good)   

   _The Flying Sorcerers_  David Gerrold and Larry Niven (almost all the
      place/character names have meanings to be gleaned)  

   _Prostho Plus_ Piers Anthony (adventures of a star-spanning dentist as
      he roves the galaxy.)  

   _Surfing Samurai Robots_ (author disremembered...)

   _The Trouble with Tribbles_  David Gerrold (book and Star Trek episode
      both)  

   _The Flight of the Horse_  Larry Niven

   _The Makeshift Rocket_  Poul Anderson (hard to find.)

   _The Thurb Revolution_  Alexei Panshin (other Villiers books, too;
      comedy-of-manners style)  

   _War with the Newts_  Karel Capek

   _Oh, God_  Avery Corman

   _The Other Log of Phineas Fogg_
   _The Wind Whales of Ishmael_
   _Greatheart Silver_  Philip Jose Farmer (he writes the SF sequels to
      some possibly recognizable tales; Greatheart Silver takes on the
      entire pulp genre and brings it up to date)

   _Venus on the Half-Shell_  Kilgore Trout (actually P.J. Farmer)

   _Quozl_
   _Glory Lane_  Alan Dean Foster

   _Space Chantey_  R. A. Lafferty

   _Tales of Pirx the Pilot_  Stanislaw Lem

   _Strata_
   _The Colour of Magic_
   _Equal Rites_  Terry Pratchett 

   _Them Bones_ Howard Waldrop

That should get you started.

John Whitmore

------------------------------

Date: 11 Sep 90 14:57:13 GMT
From: thiagara@copper.ucs.indiana.edu (raja thiagarajan)
Subject: Re: SF Humor

I'm a little surprised that Mr. Whitmore didn't mention Harry Harrison's
works of humorous SF:
   _Bill, The Galactic Hero_
   _The Stainless Steel Rat_ (series)

_Bill_ is my favorite funny SF book; it's a devastating parody of _Starship
Troopers_, _Foundation_, and a number of other sacred cows.  Besides, it
has a great opening line ("Bill never realized that sex was the cause of it
all.") As for the Rat books: I hate interminable series, but the first few
_SSR_ books are hilarious. My favorite is the fourth, since it basically
parodies the first three, but other people have other favorites. Enjoy!

Raja

------------------------------

Date: 12 Sep 90 02:42:29 GMT
From: neufeld@physics.utoronto.ca (Christopher Neufeld)
Subject: Re: SF Humor

   Well, I thought that _Doom Star_ by Richard S. Meyers was quite amusing.
It has a computer which makes Marvin, the paranoid android, seem quite sane
by comparison. I was not as impressed by _Doom Star II_.

Christopher Neufeld
neufeld@helios.physics.utoronto.ca
cneufeld@{pnet91,pro-micol}.cts.com

------------------------------

Date: 11 Sep 90 22:02:18 GMT
From: rbrink@hubcap.clemson.edu (Rick Brink)
Subject: Re: SF Humor

If you haven't read Spider Robinsons CrossTime Saloon books yet, give them
a look.  Spider likes puns, and comes across with many good ones.  Spider,
are you out there?  Why did you kill it off?  I like the new Whore Whouse
book, but it isn't what it used to be.

------------------------------

Date: 11 Sep 90 23:57:15 GMT
From: ridgway@chamber.cco.caltech.edu (Alex Ridgway)
Subject: Re: SF Humor

One of my all time faves is Harry Harrison's _Technicolor Time Machine_.
Purely uproarious.  (Also liked _Bill, the Galactic Hero_, mentioned
elsewhere.)

For dry, ironic wit rather than laugh-out-loud humor, read almost any short
stories by Robert Sheckley.  Many collections exist, and have been
"bibliographied" recently on this newsgroup.

Alex Ridgway

------------------------------

Date: 11 Sep 90 18:04:49 GMT
From: gerlekm@merrimack.edu
Subject: Re: SF Humor

Many of Stanislaw Lem's stories.  Especially _The_Star_Diaries_ and
_The_Cyberiad_.

M.P.Gerlek
{uunet,bbn,ulowell}!samsung!hubdub!mpg

------------------------------

Date: 12 Sep 90 04:23:37 GMT
From: loos@frodo.mgh.harvard.edu (William Loos)
Subject: Re: SF Humor

Not to be forgetting:

   Bored of the Rings               Harvard Lampoon

   Schrodinger's Cat Trilogy        Robert Anton Wilson
      The Universe Next Door
      The Trick Top Hat
      The Homing Pigeons

William D.B. Loos
Dept. of Molecular Biology
Mass. General Hospital
Boston, Mass.   02114
loos@frodo.mgh.harvard.edu

------------------------------

Date: 12 Sep 90 07:59:18 GMT
From: hsv3!mvp@vicom.com (Mike Van Pelt)
Subject: Re: SF Humor

Humorous SF? 

  Any of the "Hoka" stories by Poul Anderson and Gordon Dickson, or any of
the "Dilbia" stories by Gordon Dickson.

  "Plus X", a.k.a. "The Space Willies", by Eric Frank Russel.

  "The Darfstellar", by Walter M. Miller, jr.  (It's in "The Hugo Winners,
vol.1) The "Lily-gilding" scene nearly incapacitated me.

  The earlier "Retief" stories, by Keith Laumer.

  The collection "Take-Off!", by Randall Garrett.  It contains the amazing
"Backstage Lensman."

Mike Van Pelt
...ames!vsi1!v7fs1!mvp

------------------------------

Date: 12 Sep 90 13:16:39 GMT
From: fuzzy@athena.mit.edu (Pinkdex - TNG)
Subject: Re: SF Humor

Some other books that I haven't seen mentioned on this thread:

   _After Things Fell Apart_ by Ron Goulart - a Californian post-WWIII
story.

   _Star Smashers of the Galaxy Rangers_ by Harry Harrison.  I guarantee
you'll never read space opera with a straight face after you read this.

   _Strata_ by Terry Pratchett.  More a humoresque adventure than a
fall-down-clutching-your-sides comedy, as close to _serious_ as this writer
is ever going to get.  His "Discworld" novels are among the funniest I've
ever read, but you asked about *SF*.

   Anything by Douglas Adams.

   There are several series of stories by Henry Kuttner that deserve
anthologizing by themselves: his "Gallagher" stories about an inventor who
only does his best inventing when he's three sheets to the wind, and then
has to figure out what he's done the next day.  And the stories about the
hillbilly clan who are all mutants (I've forgotten their name!  Ack!)

   Also a series of stories by Mark Clifton, about a psychic investigator
for the Pentagon who's a little too successfull.

   _Tales from the White Hart_ by Arthur C. Clarke is full of quiet English
humor/irony. At least it worked that way for me.

   Hope you find the list of some help.

Connie Hirsch
fuzzy@athena.mit.edu	

------------------------------

Date: 12 Sep 90 15:34:17 GMT
From: gkirks@cs.utexas.edu (Garry James Kirks)
Subject: Re: SF Humor

gerlekm@merrimack.edu writes:
>Many of Stanislaw Lem's stories.  Especially _The_Star_Diaries_ and
>_The_Cyberiad_.
 
Add to that Lem's strange fiction essays in *One Human Minute*.  Three
reviews of books that don't really exist. Great stuff.

Garry J. Kirks
gkirks@cs.utexas.edu
Austin TX, USA

------------------------------

Date: 12 Sep 90 18:27:51 GMT
From: fiddler@concertina.eng.sun.com (Steve Hix)
Subject: Re: SF Humor

How about "How Much for Just the Planet?" by John Ford?

It's the only Star Trek-related book I've wanted to read more than once.

------------------------------

Date: 12 Sep 90 19:26:06 GMT
From: nesscm@mentor.cc.purdue.edu (Chris Ness)
Subject: Re: SF Humor

Humerous SF, hmmmm, how about these by Brian Daley:

   _Requiem for a Ruler of Worlds_
   _Jinx on a Terran Inheritance_
   _Fall of the White Ship Avatar_

All these are grouped as _The Adventures of Alacrity Fitzhugh and Hobart
Floyt_ I found them humerous and well written and sincerely hope that Daley
rights more about them.

Christopher Ness
nesscm@mentor.cc.purdue.edu
cmness@bsu-cs.bsu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 12 Sep 90 22:19:10 GMT
From: browns@iccgcc.decnet.ab.com (Stan Brown, Oak Road Systems)
Subject: Re: SF Humor

_Expecting Someone Taller_ by Tom Holt.  A man runs over a badger who turns
out to be the brother of Fasolt and Fafner.  The badger gives Malcolm
Fisher the Ring and the Tarnhelm, and soon Fisher has Wotan, the
Rhinemaidens, and a couple of kvetching ravens after him.

Don't worry if you don't know the Ring story; the book gives you a precis.

Stan Brown
Oak Road Systems
Cleveland, Ohio, U.S.A.
(216) 371-0043

------------------------------

Date: 12 Sep 90 21:43:06 GMT
From: john@nmt.edu (John Shipman)
Subject: Re: SF Humor

Connie Hirsch (fuzzy@athena.mit.edu) writes:
>There are several series of stories by Henry Kuttner that deserve
>anthologizing by themselves: his "Gallagher" stories about an inventor who
>only does his best inventing when he's three sheets to the wind, and then
>has to figure out what he's done the next day.  And the stories about the
>hillbilly clan who are all mutants (I've forgotten their name!  Ack!)

Them's the Hogbens ye're a-talking about.  Look out fer pseudonyms, though,
that there Kuttner may have wrote these ones as Lewis Padgett with his wife
C. L. Moore.

John Shipman
Zoological Data Processing
Socorro, NM
john@jupiter.nmt.edu

------------------------------

Date: 13 Sep 90 00:03:05 GMT
From: sixhub!davidsen@crdgw1.crd.ge.com (Wm E. Davidsen Jr)
Subject: Re: SF Humor

The "Gallagher" stories were collected in a book "Robots Have No Tails"
under the name "Lewis Padgett." It's on my list of books I still want to
own. Read it about long time ago, pre 1960.

Bill Davidsen
davidsen@sixhub.uucp
uunet!crdgw1!sixhub!davidsen

------------------------------

Date: 13 Sep 90 19:41:24 GMT
From: dean@ns.network.com (Dean C. Gahlon)
Subject: Re: SF Humor

fuzzy@athena.mit.edu writes:
>   _Strata_ by Terry Pratchett.  More a humoresque adventure than a
>fall-down-clutching-your-sides comedy, as close to _serious_ as this
>writer is ever going to get.

   I'm not so sure about that.  I'm currently in the process of reading
_The Dark Side Of The Sun_, and it seems to be fairly serious SF.  (It
certainly isn't anywhere near the Discworld books for humorous content).
(Lest anyone take this the wrong way, I should say that I'm enjoying the
book quite a bit; I don't consider its seriousness to be a drawback.)

Dean C. Gahlon
dean@ns.network.com

------------------------------

Date: 13 Sep 90 17:22:08 GMT
From: myers@hpfcdj.fc.hp.com (Bob Myers)
Subject: Re: SF Humor

Has everyone forgotten that immortal epic, _Venus_on_the_Half-Shell_, by
"Kilgore Trout"?

Bob Myers
myers@fc.hp.com

------------------------------

Date: 14 Sep 90 07:42:06 GMT
From: mau@alice.cselt.stet.it
Subject: Humor in SF (SFL V15 #312)

I appreciate a lot Douglas Adams' Hitchhiker's series (_The Hitch Hiker's
Guide To The Galaxy_, _Restaurant At The End of The Universe_, _Life,
Universe and Everything_, _So long, and Thanks for All The Fish_).

Maurizio Codogno
CSELT
Via Reiss Romoli,  274
I-10148 Torino

------------------------------

Date: 14 Sep 90 09:52:56 GMT
From: jprlarib@praxis.cs.ruu.nl (Jan Peter Laribij)
Subject: Re: SF Humor

 One writer of humurous SF that I haven't seen so far is Eric Frank
Russell.  Especially his short stories (like _Allamagoosa_) are very funny
if you like his kind of humour.
 Further Larry Niven can be funny in his short stories about the 'known
universe' like _Neutronstar_ .

Jan Peter Laribij
Beetzlaan 42
3762 CE   Soest
jprlarib@praxis.cs.ruu.nl

------------------------------

Date: 9 Sep 90 01:41:35 GMT
From: andres@cbnewsj.att.com (Andy C (aka Riker))
Subject: Book Question / Need Advice

I picked up two books a while back off the discount rack at a local
bookstore (I can't resist a $3 hardcover).

They are Gregory Benford's Great Sky River and Norman Spinrad's Little
Heros.

I find out that Benford's book is the third book in a series.  Do I have to
buy the first two books and read them first, or does this one stand alone?

Is Spinrad's book any good?  Is it worth reading?  Is it worth $3 or should
I donate it to the Bell Labs SF Club library? :>)

Any help would be appreciated!

Andyc
...att!lzss!andyc

------------------------------

Date: 12 Sep 90 00:10:00 GMT
From: J_DELANO@unhh.bitnet
Subject: "Two Planets" "Moon Prospector"

   While perusing an old "Analog" the other day, I noticed an ad for a new
book, Two Planets.  It was apparently written originally in German.  It's
old; Werner von Braun is commented as having enjoyed it.  The ad had a
picture of Earth and Mars, so I assume it's about them.
   Also, some time ago on sf-lovers someone mentioned 'new' lensmen books
by William B Ellern, "Moon Prospector", in 1966 Analog, and New Lensman, no
source cited.  Unfortunately our university library only goes to 1969, so
does anyone know if the story has been collected somewhere else?  Also,
what is New Lensman, a short story or a novel?  And how available is it?
   Finally, does anyone know when Astounding became Analog?

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	     Books - Barker & Brin (2 msgs) & Dick (4 msgs) &
                     Heinlein (4 msgs) & Kushner & Short Reviews

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 14 Sep 90 22:52:00 GMT
From: BA01@swtexas.bitnet
Subject: Clive Barker/"modern" fantasy

Colin McDonald (maune@warwick.ac.uk (Mac)) wrote:
>Subject: Re: "Modern" Fantasy
>
>May I suggest these two:
>WEAVEWORLD,
>THE DAMNATION GAME,
>both by Clive Barker, although they are closer to horror in many aspects.

I was VERY impressed with _Weaveworld_ by a number of the quality of the
fantasy world Barker created and its bridge to our world.  Writing a good
deal of horror, the book contained a good amount of that dealing with
psycho-sexual themes and I found that it was very effective.  However, I
found the book to be fundamentally a "fantasy" novel.  Not that it makes
too much difference, really, what "percentages" you want to assign to the
parts.

I was enthralled by the story, the characters, and their emotional
compositions and transformations.  I really enjoyed what I found to be
powerful female characters - good *and* evil, in addition to good male
characters.

There's a great short story in his collection, _The Inhuman Condition_
about love between the living and the dead that takes place near Amarillo,
of all places.  Great story.

Bernie Asher
ba01@swtexas.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 13 Sep 90 15:16:32 GMTF
rom: ATKINSON@vaxrom.decnet.cern.ch
Subject: Re: recent messages about Brin:

I have just endured "The Uplift War", and found it to be about as arbitrary
and unconvincing as Sundiver and Startide Rising seemed to be. Our heroes
keep being rescued by being informed by someone-or-other that some totally
silly behaviour on their part will save them, as the Bad Guys will be
honour-bound to behave in an even sillier manner as a result of it. E.g.
the bit near the end where the admiral gets killed by one of the crew.
Makes almost as little sense as the Non-A books by Van Vogt (the 1979 SF
Encyclopedia has a good assessment of the comprehensibility of those.)

Finally survived "Neuromancer" on about the fourth attempt, and wish I
hadn't bothered. Are the other Gibson books any better?

Adam Atkinson
Rome

------------------------------

Date: 13 Sep 90 18:57:25 GMT
From: fiddler@concertina.eng.sun.com (Steve Hix)
Subject: Re: SF-LOVERS Digest   V15 #319

ATKINSON@vaxrom.DECnet.cern.ch writes:
> I have just endured "The Uplift War", and found it to be about as
> arbitrary and unconvincing as Sundiver and Startide Rising seemed to be.
> Our heroes keep being rescued by being informed by someone-or-other that
> some totally silly behaviour on their part will save them, as the Bad
> Guys will be honour-bound to behave in an even sillier manner as a result
> of it.

Why expect typical behavior from alien cultures?  You can find examples of
pretty odd behavior for equivalent sorts of actions from turn-of-the-
century Europeans (or earlier Japanese or somewhat-later-than-that Arab),
for that matter.

> E.g. the bit near the end where the admiral gets killed by one of the
> crew. Makes almost as little sense as the Non-A books by Van Vogt (the
> 1979 SF Encyclopedia has a good assessment of the comprehensibility of
> those.)

That's "Null-A".

------------------------------

Date: 15 Sep 90 16:22:02 GMT
From: sos@oz.plymouth.edu (Steffan O'Sullivan)
Subject: PKD: Insane Creator

Can someone help me?  I remember reading in one of Philip K. Dick's books
the idea that the God of the Old Testament is insane, and that the sane
principle was embodied in Jesus and invaded the Earth to liberate us from
insanity.  Now I cannot find this reference at all!  I thought it was in
his wonderful essay: How to Build a Universe That Doesn't Fall Apart Two
Days Later (in _I Hope I Shall Arrive Soon_), but if it is, it evades me.

The reason I'm asking is because I just finished _The Three Stigmata of
Palmer Eldritch_ for the first time, which I found to be excellent.  But
the end definitely has a statement to the same effect: that God the Creator
is insane.  That was written in 1964, and I thought he didn't have that
revelation until 1974 - what am I confusing here?

Any help would be appreciated.

Steffan O'Sullivan      
sos@oz.plymouth.edu

------------------------------

Date: 16 Sep 90 05:28:14 GMT
From: kaufman@delta.eecs.nwu.edu (Michael L. Kaufman)
Subject: Re: PKD: Insane Creator

This idea was also explored in an excellent Harlen Ellison short story
called, "The Deathbird."

Michael

------------------------------

Date: 16 Sep 90 15:38:02 GMT
From: dwr34397@uxa.cso.uiuc.edu (David W. Robson)
Subject: Re: PKD: Insane Creator

sos@oz.UUCP (Steffan O'Sullivan) writes:
>Can someone help me?  I remember reading in one of Philip K. Dick's books
>the idea that the God of the Old Testament is insane, and that the sane
>principle was embodied in Jesus and invaded the Earth to liberate us from
>insanity.  Now I cannot find this reference at all!  I thought it was in
>his wonderful essay: How to Build a Universe That Doesn't Fall Apart Two
>Days Later (in _I Hope I Shall Arrive Soon_), but if it is, it evades me.
>
>The reason I'm asking is because I just finished _The Three Stigmata of
>Palmer Eldritch_ for the first time, which I found to be excellent.  But
>the end definitely has a statement to the same effect: that God the
>Creator is insane.  That was written in 1964, and I thought he didn't have
>that revelation until 1974 - what am I confusing here?

   It was my impression (from a science fiction class I had taken) that
Philip K. Dick had been haunted by that vision and others for an
exceedingly long time.  I think he also had a vision that the Devil was
technology.  I also think that such visions contributed to his death.

   What you may be confusing is the fact that his writing really didn't
reflect his insanity until his later works.  This may be an
over-generalization, because almost all of his work is somewhat strange,
but I think that _Flow My Tears, the Policeman Said_ is quite different
from _The Man in the High Castle_.

     I hope this helps.

Dave
dave@uicsl.csl.uiuc.edu or
suicide@uiuc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 17 Sep 90 01:34:35 GMT
From: jac@paul.rutgers.edu (Jonathan A. Chandross)
Subject: Re: PKD: Insane Creator

sos@oz.UUCP (Steffan O'Sullivan) writes:
>Can someone help me?  I remember reading in one of Philip K. Dick's books
>the idea that the God of the Old Testament is insane, and that the sane
>principle was embodied in Jesus and invaded the earth to liberate us from
>insanity.

True.  PKD was a Gnostic.  (Well, as close as you can get; all the other
Gnostics having been exterminated by the Christians.)  If you read _The Nag
Hammadi Codices_ edited by Frank Robinson (title and editor may be slightly
wrong; my copy is not handy) you'll find a more detailed treatise on this
idea.  You can also read excerpts from PKD's exegesis in _Cosmology and
Cosmogony_ by P. K.  Dick.  (Published by Kerosina).

You should also read _Valis_, also by PKD.  This contains the core of his
religious beliefs and a few of his gleanings from _The Nag Hammadi
Codices_.  (Hint: read _Valis_ as a religious work, not as science
fiction.)

Beware: the codices are tough reading.  (Rather dry, too.)

dwr34397@uxa.cso.uiuc.edu (David W. Robson)
>    It was my impression (from a science fiction class I had taken) that
> Philip K. Dick had been haunted by that vision and others for an
> exceedingly long time.  I think he also had a vision that the Devil was
> technology.  I also think that such visions contributed to his death.

Not true.  PKD did not believe in the devil.  He did, however, believe in
God and the day of judgement.  In fact, he used to work himself up into a
frenzy pondering the day of judgement.

What contributed to his death was stupidity.  People with severe
hypertension should not take metamphetamines.  Anyone who does so is
begging for a stroke.  (Which is what he died of, not "visions".)

Jonathan A. Chandross
Internet: jac@paul.rutgers.edu
UUCP: rutgers!paul.rutgers.edu!jac

------------------------------

Date: 14 Sep 90 01:26:56 GMT
From: BINDNER@auvm.auvm.edu
Subject: Starship Troopers

This is an original post (though the topic may have come up before).

In STARSHIP TROOPERS by Robert A. Heinlein what happened to Juan Rico next?
Did he buy the farm in the Second Battle of Klendeuthau? Did the Rog get
blown out of the sky before hand? Did he go on to make his 20 and retire?
Or did he buy a piece of it and end up teaching H&MP (the notes of which
are the book) - one theory I favor.  The other theory I favor: is he out
there still slugging away at the bugs in the multi-verse?  Comments anyone?

I had another ST question/comment in mind as well, but I don't remember
what it is at the moment... Now I remember, which multi-verse does it fit
into?  It would seem to fit with Tunnel in the Sky, possibly with Puppet
Masters.  It in no way fits the standard future history a la Lazarus Long.
However, it might fit with Beyond this Horizon.

Mike

------------------------------

Date: 14 Sep 90 13:18:16 GMT
From: jdnicoll@watyew.uwaterloo.ca (Brian or James)
Subject: Re: Starship Troopers

BINDNER@auvm.auvm.edu writes:
>This is an original post (though the topic may have come up before).
>
>In STARSHIP TROOPERS by Robert A. Heinlein what happened to Juan Rico
>next? 

   The book ended. He's in SF limbo, military division, right next to
Hammer and Falkenberg. Hammer saved up enough 'E' tickets to get out fairly
often.

>I had another ST question/comment in mind as well, but I don't remember
>what it is at the moment... Now I remember, which multi-verse does it fit
>into?  It would seem to fit with Tunnel in the Sky, possibly with Puppet
>Masters.  It in no way fits the standard future history a la Lazarus Long.
>However, it might fit with Beyond this Horizon.

   I can't see the history lessons mentioning WW III and *not* mentioning
the puppetmaster invasion, so I strongly doubt that 'Puppet Masters' is in
'Starship Troopers' past. Note that ST's WW III and aftermath is described
a fair bit differently than PM's WW III. Mind you , if ST *had* been a
sequel to PM [which it isn't], it would explain the gross paranoia aboout
aliens.
   I can't see any similarity in setting to 'Tunnel in the Sky' that isn't
shared with many Heinlein books. TS's teleport gates get invented very
early 21st century, and there's no sign of them in ST. I have similar
objections to trying to reconcile 'Beyond This Horizon's history to ST's.
Perhaps ST is that sad child of fiction, a work intended to stand on its
own.

James Nicoll

------------------------------

Date: 14 Sep 90 18:38:50 GMT
From: cy5@cunixa.cc.columbia.edu (Conway Yee)
Subject: Re: Starship Troopers

BINDNER@auvm.auvm.edu writes:
>I had another ST question/comment in mind as well, but I don't remember
>what it is at the moment... Now I remember, which multi-verse [Starship
>Troopers] does it fit into?  It would seem to fit with Tunnel in the Sky,
>possibly with Puppet Masters.  It in no way fits the standard future
>history a la Lazarus Long.  However, it might fit with Beyond this 
>Horizon.

Why does it have to fit into ANY multi-verse?  Starship Troopers is a good
story all by itself.  IMHO, Heinlein's biggest mistake was to try to ram
all of his stories into one big multiverse.

Conway Yee

------------------------------

Date: 15 Sep 90 05:35:47 GMT
From: jimcat@rpi.edu (Jim Kasprzak)
Subject: Re: Starship Troopers

BINDNER@auvm.auvm.edu writes:
>In STARSHIP TROOPERS by Robert A. Heinlein what happened to Juan Rico
>next?  Did he buy the farm in the Second Battle of Klendeuthau? Did the
>Rog get blown out of the sky before hand? Did he go on to make his 20 and
>retire?  Or did he buy a piece of it and end up teaching H&MP (the notes
>of which are the book) - one theory I favor.  The other theory I favor: is
>he out there still slugging away at the bugs in the multi-verse?  Comments
>anyone?
>

 If anyone ever knew for sure, it was Heinlein, and he's dead. 
 
 Besides, to put it bluntly, who cares? One of the skills you have to
master in writing is knowing where to end the story. _Starship Troopers_
ended at an appropriate moment. Juan Rico had reached the climax of his
experience in the MI. Relative to what Heinlein was trying to say with this
story, what happens to him afterwards is not important.

Jim Kasprzak
RPI, Troy, NY         
kasprzak@mts.rpi.edu 
userfe0u@rpitsmts.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 16 Sep 90 04:50:35 GMT
From: hartman@cs.swarthmore.edu (Zorn of Zorna)
Subject: Ellen Kushner's _Swordspoint_

   I just finished reading Ellen Kushner's first novel, _Swordspoint_, and
was very impressed (more so on discovering that it WAS her first novel).
It has a few flaws, but nothing too major (the biggest one I noticed was
minor and plot-related, with two characters heading for an inn in one scene
and the next day saying they hadn't been there in days); it also has some
wonderfully-portrayed characters, well-written action and
nobility-conversing scenes, and an interesting treatment of bisexuality in
a fictional society.  (Quick capsule review: Set in a fictional medieval
(non-magical) society, this "melodrama of manners" is witty and
smoothly-written, combining a slightly fairy tale- like atmosphere (IGNORE
the blurb on the back cover of the paperback; it's the second paragraph of
the book, which the third paragraph immediately tears apart) with realistic
and detailed characters.  Though no female homosexuality is portrayed, male
bisexuality is common in the portrayed society, to the point of usually not
being noteworthy to the characters.  Well worth reading; I greatly enjoyed
it.)

   If I remember right, there was quite a bit of discussion of this book
here a while back.  If so, and if anyone saved it, could it be forwarded my
way?  Please use e-mail; no point in cluttering up the net with re-postings
that only I'm interested in.
   Also, I vaguely remember hearing a year or so ago that a new Kushner
book was in the works; can anyone give me more info?

hartman@campus.swarthmore.edu
hartman@swarthmr.bitnet
hartman@cs.swarthmore.edu

------------------------------

Date: 7 Sep 90 16:57:21 GMT
From: eric@snark.thyrsus.com (Eric S. Raymond)
Subject: Reviews: short takes

More catch-up.  Finishing the August releases

Title:     Metrognome
By:        Alan Dean Foster
Publisher: Ballantine/DelRey (August 1990)
Format:    pb, 243pp
ISBN:      0-345-36356-6

   A mixed bag of SF, horror and fantasy reprints by Alan Dean Foster from
the magazines and various previous anthologies. I didn't find it as good as
his earlier _With_Friends_Like_These_ and _Who_Needs_Enemies_. Too much
horror, for one thing (but that could be just me) and too many slight
pieces that read like finger exercises on fairly obvious gimmicks. For
Foster completists only.

Title:     The Man-Kzin Wars III
By:        Niven/Pournelle/Stirling/Anderson
Publisher: Baen (August 1990)
Format:    pb, 310pp
ISBN:      0-671-72008-2

   More hard-SF writers romping in Niven's `Known Space' with (mirabile
dictu) a new Known-Space lead story from Niven himself! The second story is
a collaboration between Jerry Pournelle and rising star S. M. Stirling.  It
gives us our best look yet at Slaver psychology, presenting them as
sinister clowns so specialized on their mental coercive powers that they're
not even very bright. Anderson provides a satisfying finish with the
further adventures of Hans Saxtorph against the Kzin. Fun stuff for
Known-Space fans and anybody who likes traditional adventure and military
hard SF. Recommended.

Title:     The Warlock Rock
By:        Christopher Stasheff
Publisher: Ace (August 1990)
Format:    pb, 275pp
ISBN:      0-441-87313-8

   There are few ordeals more teeth-gritting for a reviewer than reading
the nth volume of a series that has clearly outlasted its original magic
and is transparently being milked for bucks by an author writing
successively tireder self-parodies. Stasheff reached that point with the
Warlock books some time back. The most this one has going for it is a raft
of groaner puns about rock music, and even those are smothered under
several tons of gooey cutesiness. If you liked the first couple Warlock
books as much as I did, do yourself a favor and don't read this one.

Title:     The Stone Dogs
By:        S. M. Stirling
Publisher: Baen (August 1990)
Format:    pb, 522pp
ISBN:      0-671-72009-0

   As good and gripping as S. M. Stirling has been in the first two Draka
novels (_Marching_Through_Georgia_ and _Under_The_Yoke_) this one comes as
a bit of a disappointment. The final confrontation between the slaveholding
Draka and the Alliance for Democracy is weakly plotted and the ending is
disappointing - that is, we *don't* get to see the Draka nuked into a thin
glaze as they so richly deserve.  One gets the uncomfortable feeling
Stirling is setting up for another sequel. Oh, well. The world-building is
still top-notch and the book worth a read to find out how it all came out.

------------------------------
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SF-LOVERS Digest            Monday, 17 Sep 1990       Volume 15 : Issue 324

Today's Topics:

	   Books - Niven (2 msgs) & Cordwainer Smith (7 msgs) &
                   Sterling & Van Vogt & Short Reviews & 
                   Requests (4 msgs) & Request Answers (2 msgs) &
                   Cats in SF

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 15 Sep 90 00:57:34 GMT
From: J_STEPHEN_HALL@cup.portal.com
Subject: N-Space by Larry Niven  *NEW*

Who SHOULD BUY _N-SPACE_ :

   If you are a professor teaching a course in SF.

   If you have read none or LITTLE of Larry Niven's work.

Who SHOULD NOT BUY _N-SPACE_ :

   Anyone who has most of Larry's books will just be buying some stories
for a second time.  The SMALL AMOUNT of new work is GREAT.  BUT you can
read it in the ole book store in 5 minutes and put it back on the shelf and
save.

BE SURE TO READ THE LAST PAGE!  WORKS IN PROGRESS....
 
THERE WILL BE A SEQUEL TO _THE_MOTE_IN_GOD'S_EYE_!!
 
Steve
ucbvax!sun!portal!cup.portal.com!j_stephen_hall
portal!j_stephen_hall%cupertino.pcc@suncom   

------------------------------

Date: 15 Sep 90 06:13:01 GMT
From: mnemonic@walt.cc.utexas.edu (Mike Godwin)
Subject: Re: N-Space by Larry Niven  *NEW*

J_STEPHEN_HALL@cup.portal.com writes:
>Who SHOULD NOT BUY _N-SPACE_ :
>   Anyone who has most of Larry's books will just be buying some stories
>for a second time.  The SMALL AMOUNT of new work is GREAT.  BUT you can
>read it in the ole book store in 5 minutes and put it back on the shelf
>and save.

Some of the stories in N-SPACE are not in print anywhere else nor are
likely to be. Some *were* in print in A HOLE IN SPACE and elsewhere,
sources that are no longer in print and that won't be reprinted.

I miss the boxed set of Known Space books and think it's about time for a
new one. Ballantine ought to re-use the Rick Sternbach covers, which were
great.

I once had a complete collection of Niven's solo work, including A HOLE IN
SPACE. I sold it along with many other collectibles a few years back in a
time of extreme financial need. Wish I hadn't.

Mike Godwin
UT Law School
(512) 346-4190
mnemonic@ccwf.cc.utexas.edu

------------------------------

Date: 12 Sep 90 07:56:20 GMT
From: tgg@otter.hpl.hp.com (Tom Gardner)
Subject: Re: Cornwainder Smith

Stewart Crall write about Cordwainer Smith.

In my opinion Norstrilia and the Casher O'Neill stories are among the less
successful of his works (verging on the overblown). I prefer his short
stories as collected in
  The Best of Cordwainer Smith
and
  The Instrumentality of Mankind
both published by Ballantine.

They're different. They're original. There's nothing else like them.

And, what's more, they're superb. 

I haven't read any of his works recently... beginning to get withdrawal
symptoms.

Oh yes, I forgot: he also wrote one of the standard texts on psychological
warfare. An interesting guy in real life.

------------------------------

Date: 12 Sep 90 13:59:34 GMT
From: jdnicoll@watyew.uwaterloo.ca (Brian or James)
Subject: Re: Cornwainder Smith

ST401844@BROWNVM.BROWN.EDU (Stewart Crall) writes:
>A few years ago, I read a book called "Norstillia" by a fellow called
>Cordwainer Smith.

[Lots deleted]               

>But I just tried his "Quest for 3 worlds" (or something like that), and I
>found the first half of it to be just as good as I remember the first
>third of "Norstrillia" as being.

[More deleted]

   Ah, you lucky lucky person. You get to discover Smith's *other* works.
Cordwainer Smith was the pen name of Paul Myron Anthony Linebarger [1913 to
1966 and, yes I *am* cribbing this out of Peter Nicholls 'Science Fiction
Encyclopedia]. No big coincidence about the oriental feel to his work,
since he spent a lot of his childhood in China and Japan [I *think* his
father was involved in funding one of the early 20th century Chinese
governments].  Let's see, his publications include 'The Ocean War' [1937],
'Psychological Warfare' [1948], 'Ria' [1947] and 'Carola' [1948] [the last
two under the pen name of Felix C. Forrest] and 'Atomsk' [1949, under the
pen name of Carmichael Smith]. Note that none of these [except perhaps
'Atomsk' about which I know nothing but the title and publication date]
were SF. Most if not all of his SF is set in the same universe as
'Norstrilia'. I believe that Ballantine Books had most of his science
fiction in print in the 1970s.  Unfortunately, while I can remember the
titles for 'Norstrilia', 'Quest for Three Worlds', 'The Best of Cordwainer
Smith', there's *at least* one other collection whose title has slipped my
mind. I'd recommend looking for these if you like 'Norstrilia'; I think you
should be able to order them from Ballantine or find them in used book
stores. I can't do Smith's career outside justice, but suffice it to say he
was talented in a number of fields, and did a lot of intelligence related
work for the US government.

James Nicoll 

------------------------------

Date: 12 Sep 90 18:13:02 GMT
From: hartman@cs.swarthmore.edu (Zorn of Zorna)
Subject: Cordwainer Smith source?

   All this talk about Cordwainer Smith has reminded me of a question I
wonder about on occasion regarding his story "Alpha Ralpha Boulevard."  In
that story (at least, I think it was that one), someone quotes the
following scrap of poetry:

She wasn't the woman he went so seek;
She met him by the merest chance;
She did not speak the French of France,
But the surded French of Martinique.

This has always seemed unlike Smith's usual poetic asides ("Think blue,
count two," for instance), enough so that I wonder whether he wrote it or
whether it's a quotation from somewhere.  Anyone know?

Jed
hartman@campus.swarthmore.edu
hartman@swarthmr.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 12 Sep 90 13:56:54 GMT
From: tgg@otter.hpl.hp.com (Tom Gardner)
Subject: Re: Cornwainder Smith

>Most of his work shows heavy duty strangeness, the result of the idea that
>a lot more history has happened by the time the stories take place,
>including lots of wars and things, causing a lot of cultural change.
>Something a lot of writers don't pay much attention to.

Yes. The california-in-space syndrome. Cordwainer Smith is one of the few
writers who creates an alien _society_ and _culture_. Not many SF authors
bother with this. (BTW I don't count any of the middle-ages-in-space
milieus as being alien).

------------------------------

Date: 13 Sep 90 16:04:11 GMT
From: ward@tsnews.convergent.com (Ward Griffiths)
Subject: Re: Cornwainder Smith

tgg@otter.hpl.hp.com (Tom Gardner) writes:
> Yes. The california-in-space syndrome. Cordwainer Smith is one of the few
> writers who creates an alien _society_ and _culture_. Not many SF authors
> bother with this. (BTW I don't count any of the middle-ages-in-space
> milieus as being alien).

California-in-space?  Don't really have a hold on that.  Examples?

The thing is that the societies and cultures he created on EARTH were were
what many would consider alien.

Middle-ages-in-space?  The main example that comes to mind is Asimov's
Foundation series, which was strictly human.  Please specify whether you
are talking about human emigrants or about native non-humans.

Ward Griffiths

------------------------------

Date: 13 Sep 90 22:46:00 GMT
From: hinkle@m.cs.uiuc.edu
Subject: Re: Cornwainder Smith

James Nicoll writes: 
>Unfortunately, while I can remember the titles for 'Norstrilia', 'Quest
>for Three Worlds', 'The Best of Cordwainer Smith', there's *at least* one
>other collection whose title has slipped my mind.

Another collection is 'You Will Never Be the Same.'  This has 8 stories, 2
of which are also in 'The Instrumentality of Mankind.'  I can't vouch for
this collections's quality, though, 'cause at the moment it's languishing
on my to-be-read shelf.

Bob Hinkle
hinkle@cs.uiuc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 14 Sep 90 12:15:33 GMT
From: jmann@angmar.sw.stratus.com (Jim Mann)
Subject: Re: Cornwainder Smith

I think that all of the Smith short stories that had appeared in earlier
collections (such as You Will Never Be the Same) were reprinted in the two
Del Rey collections: The Best of CS and The Instrumentality of Mankind.

Jim Mann
Stratus Computer
jmann@es.stratus.com

------------------------------

Date: 13 Sep 90 09:04:11 GMT
From: eesshlgb@gdr.bath.ac.uk (S H L G Bisson)
Subject: The Difference Engine: Sterling and Gibson

Interzone 40 carries as its main story what has to be the scoop of the
year, "The Angel of Goliad", a standalone section of the new novel by Bruce
Sterling and William Gibson, "The Difference Engine".

I read the story last night, and was very impressed. The story is set in an
alternative Victorian world, where Charles Babbage's difference engine was
a success, and revolutionized the world. This is a mechanical age, where
the things we do using electronics, are done by steam and gears.

The story involves an adventurer who is working as an assistant to General
Sam Houston, an exile in London and the daughter of the (now dead) leader
of the Luddites, who failed to save the jobs lost to the engines.

London is a police state, where the "citizen number" means all. Despite the
technology, immense social divides still exist. It is the London Dickens
knew, despite the clackers' programming of the engines.

The story was an excellent teaser for the novel, due out here in the UK in
the next few weeks, but not till Jan '91 in the USA.

The rest of IZ 40 is as good as ever, with several good stories and
articles, including a critique of Whitley Streiber (which is taking quite a
risk considering his "sue, sue, sue" philosophy these days. This article is
actually followed by David Langford, who describes the setting up of the
MJ-Balls defence fund, required as a result of Streiber's actions in suing
a British UFO sceptic). Also included is an interview with Terry Bisson (no
relation!),

Simon Bisson

------------------------------

Date: 13 Sep 90 19:18:34 GMT
From: HART@UIUCVMD ("Michael S. Hart")
Subject: A. E. VAN VOGT

No one seems to remember one of his best works The Mixed Men.  I think I
mentioned Planets for Sale (with wife Hull) earlier.

Michael S. Hart

------------------------------

Date: 7 Sep 90 16:55:41 GMT
From: eric@snark.thyrsus.com (Eric S. Raymond)
Subject: Reviews: short takes

More catch-up.  August releases

Title:     20/20 Vision
By:        Pamela West
Publisher: Ballantine/DelRey (August 1990)
Format:    pb, 228pp
ISBN:      0-345-36736-7

   This novel is an original, haunting time-travel/thriller/romance story.
In 2020, detective Max Caine is obsessed by his failure to solve the murder
of a young woman, a beautiful musical prodigy who had died literally in his
arms in 1995. Twenty years in the future, a police archivist is
investigating the case via a device which can read and sometimes change the
thoughts of people in past times.  Suspecting Max of being the murderer
himself, she arranges a meeting between the detective and her younger self.
Those two, in turn, use an earlier version of the machine to probe the case
in a way which reverberates down the lives of all three. If you liked James
Hogan's _Thrice_Upon_A_Time_, you'll love this book, and it marks Pamela
West as a writer to watch.

Title:     The Graveyard Heart/Elegy for Angels and Dogs
By:        Roger Zelazny/Walter Jon Williams
Publisher: TOR (August 1990)
Format:    pb, 187pp
ISBN:      0-812-50275-2

   Another jewel-like early work (1964) of Zelazny's is paired with an
original sequel. Both are set in a future in which the upper crust of the
upper crust (the Party Set) spends most of its time in cryogenic
suspension, emerging for only a few festive days a year. Their attenuated
lives spin down decades of real-time, falling ever further out of step with
the `real world' that worshipfully follows their adventures. These novellas
use adventure-and-conflict themes to explore the hedonistic isolation of
the Set, and its ultimate fate in a world evolved beyond what it can
understand. Ignore the dated touches in _Heart_ and enjoy.

Title:     Future Crime
By:        Ben Bova
Publisher: TOR (August 1990)
Format:    pb, 374pp
ISBN:      0-812-53241-4

   Ostensibly an anthology of stories loosely themed around crime in the
future, this is actually a grab-bag of Bova's old work (including one
collaboration with Harlan Ellison). None of it's very good, though the
spoof _Vince's_Dragon_ and _Brillo_ (the collaboration) have some good
moments. For Bova completists only.

Title:     Kent Montana and the Really Ugly Thing From Mars
By:        Lionel Fenn
Publisher: Berkeley/Ace (August 1990)
Format:    pb, 195pp
ISBN:      0-441-43535-1

  The "Book One in the Outrageous New Series" is a blatant attempt to do a
Craig-Shaw-Gardneresque take on the conventions of cheesy 1950s sci-fi
movies. Like Gardner's stuff, one tends to laugh even as one notices how
strained and desperate the reach for cheap laughs gets in spots. Fans of
the Ebenezum and Cineverse books will, in fact, certainly enjoy this one.
The rest of you may find it a bit ... thick.

------------------------------

Date: 13 Sep 90 00:58:12 GMT
From: prine@image.lle.rochester.edu (Ron Prine)
Subject: book request

I am looking for title and author of a story that had an execution of a
prisoner.  This execution was done in a football stadium, using psychic
energies.  Premis is that everyone has a very small amount of psychic power
but this power can be very powerful when added together with others in a
group.  One scene involved an announcer working the crowds up to maximum
power.

This is a short story.

Ron Prine
prine@image.lle.rochester.edu

------------------------------

Date: 14 Sep 90 01:32:20 GMT
From: BINDNER@auvm.auvm.edu
Subject: Another question.

A new thread.  When I was in 9th grade I read a SF story about an inventor
who, in attempting to invent a garbage disposal, finds a doorway to Vega
with hilarious consequences.  Was this done by Heinlein (it seems like his
style)?  I would appreciate the cite, as I did not own the book I read it
from and my High School is 1000 miles away (and many years past).  Amusing
elements of the story are the tossing of the broccoli cat and the dousing
of a Senator with a bucket of water while speaking on the Senate floor.

Thanks.

Mike

------------------------------

Date: 14 Sep 90 18:13:00 GMT
From: J_DELANO@unhh.bitnet
Subject: choose your own adventures

   Since choose your own adventure books came out, many authors have
written their own in their established series.  I think Anne McCaffrey did
a Pern Choose, but I'm not sure.  Could anyone furnish a list?

J_Delano@unhh.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 16 Sep 90 02:51:36 GMT
From: ERSHC@CUNYVM
Subject: looking for To Serve Man

As the subject line says, I'm looking for the story "To Serve Man" (or was
it "...Mankind").  It was a short story that was made into a TV show (one
of either Twilight Zone or Outer Limits). I'm sure that I read it in a
pulp, and the story was so good it MUST have been anthologised.

Any pointers GREATLY appreciated. Please respond via Email, so I can't miss
the answer. Thanks.

Eric Schweitzer
ershc@cunyvm.cuny.edu
ershc@cunyvm.bitnet                          

------------------------------

Date: 12 Sep 90 13:32:06 GMT
From: rmj@tcom.stc.co.uk (Rhodri James)
Subject: Re: "Two Planets" "Moon Prospector"

J_DELANO@unhh.BITNET writes:
>   Also, some time ago on sf-lovers someone mentioned 'new' lensmen books
>by William B Ellern, "Moon Prospector", in 1966 Analog, and New Lensman,
>no source cited.  Unfortunately our university library only goes to 1969,
>so does anyone know if the story has been collected somewhere else?  Also,
>what is New Lensman, a short story or a novel?  And how available is it?

I haven't seen Moon Prospector anywhere, but it got expanded into one of
the subplots of New Lensman. The latter is a novel, well out of print. I
have seen it around second hand on very rare occasions (and picked it up
myself, of course :-). Many people trounced it thoroughly; I actually like
it. I found it kept in the spirit of Triplanetary and First Lensman
action-adventure stuff.

rmj@islay.tcom.stc.co.uk
rmj10@phx.cam.ac.uk   

------------------------------

Date: 13 Sep 90 18:05:17 GMT
From: Dan_Bloch@transarc.com
Subject: Re: Blaze and Sam Harker (Reed) by Henry Kuttner

HART@UIUCVMD ("Michael S. Hart") writes:
> I have received the titles Fury and Clash by Night for this story, but
> I have not been able to locate it in searches of 30-40 libraries.
>
> Is it appearing under the name of an anthology or a non-pseudonym??

Clash by Night (by "Lawrence O'Donnell") is a novella set earlier in the
same universe.  It can be found in the Astounding-Analog Reader Volume One,
edited by Harry Harrison and Brian W. Aldiss.  This is fairly easy to find
in libraries.

Fury (by Henry Kuttner and C.L. Moore) may be harder to find.  I think the
last time it was published was as a Lancer paperback.  Try second-hand book
stores.  If you're really desperate get back to me.  I vaguely recall
seeing it in one of the local stores around here.

Dan Bloch
dan@transarc.com

------------------------------

Date: 13 Sep 90 19:16:00 GMT
From: J_DELANO@unhh.bitnet
Subject: Time Cat

Time Cat :The Remarkable Adventures of Jason and Gareth by Lloyd Alexander.
I read it too, but thought it was only okay.  and the illustrations were
awful.

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Date: 13 Sep 90 07:13:47 GMT
From: BRYAN.BANKHEAD@f200.n226.z1.fidonet.org (BRYAN BANKHEAD)
Subject: Re: Emma Bull's- War for The Oaks

Your description of Gossamer Axe reminded me of Emma Bull's 'War for the
Oaks'.  It takes place in modern Seattle and a new wave singer is pulled
into a war between the Sidhe which she resolves in a musical contest
between her and the leader of a group of renegade fairies.  Real fun Book.
 
Bryan Bankhead
UUCP: ...!osu-cis!n8emr!cmhgate!200!BRYAN.BANKHEAD
INET: BRYAN.BANKHEAD@f200.n226.z1.FIDONET.ORG

------------------------------

Date: 14 Sep 90 14:44:53 GMT
From: rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu (R o d Johnson)
Subject: Re: Emma Bull's- War for The Oaks

BRYAN.BANKHEAD@f200.n226.z1.FIDONET.ORG (Bryan Bankhead) writes:
>Your description of Gossamer Axe reminded me of Emma Bull's 'War for the
>Oaks'.  It takes place in modern Seattle

I must have read the Minneapolis edition.  :)

>Real fun Book.

I agree, though not as wonderful as net enthusiasm promised.  It was fun to
read while living near Minneapolis, though.  You can go to Como Park,
Minnehaha Falls, First Avenue, and so on and see where the action takes
place.  Nice to have a book set in the provinces for once.  (I went to look
for Eddi's once, but a large dog chased me away. . .)

Rod Johnson
rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu

------------------------------

Date: 17 Sep 90 05:46:52 GMT
From: dan@gnu.ai.mit.edu (Dan "Parmenator-X" Parmenter)
Subject: Re: Emma Bull's- War for The Oaks

This thread got me thinking about that book, and wondering if a sequel was
planned, or if, heaven forbid, it had been published?  I must confess, that
it was a realy nice, pleasant little page-turner.  Not great literature,
but quite compelling.  I think what I liked best about it was that it
seemed to represent yet another of what I think is a very positive trend in
fantasy novels - distinctly American fantasy, a type that includes Manly
Wade Wellman's Silver John books, the Orson Scott Card Alvin Maker books
and others.  Too many fantasy novels seem to be based on
pseudo-medieval-European type settings.  Emma Bull's Minneapolis sounds
like a pretty mysterious place in itself, but then any city that could
produce musicians as diverse as Prince, Husker Du and Boiled in Lead, isn't
an ordinary town!

Dan

------------------------------

Date: 14 Sep 90 17:43:33 GMT
From: AP019001@brownvm.brown.edu (Garrett Fitzgerald)
Subject: Re: SF-LOVERS Digest   V15 #322

>Title:     Star Trek: The Lost Years
>By:        J. M. Dillard
>
>   Yawn. More Star Trek formula fiction - same old characters, plot cut to
>fit a gap in the preexisting mythos, perfunctory plotting and lots of
>really familiar motions signifying nothing. Anyone who's seen
>_Spock's_World_ or _The_Wounded_Sky_ or even _How_Much_For_Just_
>The_Planet_ knows that trekfic needn't be this boring and unoriginal.
>Pass on this one.

Actually, I disagree. I found _The Lost Years_ to be one of the better Trek
novels, up there with Strangers from the Sky, The Entropy Effect, and The
Tears of the Singers. 

Garrett Fitzgerald
ap019001@brownvm.brown.edu
pangea@brownvm.brown.edu

------------------------------

Date: 14 Sep 90 18:38:59 GMT
From: ward@tsnews.convergent.com (Ward Griffiths)
Subject: Re: SF Humor

myers@hpfcdj.HP.COM (Bob Myers) writes:
> Has everyone forgotten that immortal epic, _Venus_on_the_Half-Shell_, by
> "Kilgore Trout"?

No. But some of us, being serious Philip Jose Farmer fans, have really
tried to.

A side note: now that Bantam has finally! finished reprinting all of the
Doc Savage pulps, new material is going to be produced.  The first will be
"Escape from Loki", by Farmer, detailing the original meeting between Doc
and the Five at a German POW camp during WWI.  Scheduled for June 1991
printing.

Ward Griffiths    

------------------------------

Date: 14 Sep 90 00:16:41 GMT
From: elle@ellis.uchicago.edu (Ellen Keyne Seebacher)
Subject: Esther Friesner (was Re: Modern Fantasy)

>>   Obligatory book for the list: _Demon Blues_, Esther M. Freisner.  I
>>think that there is more than one in that series...
>
>Here Be Demons, Demon Blues, Hooray for Hellywood....  But my real
>favourite of Friesner's to date is "Druid's Blood", about a Sherlock
>Holmes type in an alternate Victorian Britain...

I haven't read these, though I've been tempted to pick up the
demon/Hellywood books.

But I *loved* Friesner's _Elf Defense_, in which a bright young attorney
named Sandra Horowitz (yes, of _New York by Knight_ which I read later and
didn't enjoy quite as much) represents the former mistress of the King of
Elfland in a divorce/custody battle.  :-)

Ellen Keyne Seebacher
The University of Chicago
elle@midway.uchicago.edu

------------------------------

Date: 13 Sep 90 19:30:32 GMT
From: MUALLEMA@ecuvm1.bitnet (Dennis Alleman)
Subject: Re: SF-LOVERS Digest   V15 #320

Has anybody heard anything about John Norman, and whether he intends to
write any more books in the ""Gor"" series????

Thanks.

Dennis

------------------------------

Date: 12 Sep 90 19:36:56 GMT
From: jwilson@ncratl.atlanta.ncr.com (Jeff Wilson)
Subject: Dan Simmons Books

I have read two other books besides the Hyperion novels (actually I am in
the middle of TFOH). His first novel , Song of Kali, is a terrifying novel
about a writer searching for an apparently resurrected Indian poet in
Calcutta.  The second , Phases of Gravity, is radically different from Song
of Kali and the Hyperion novels. It is a quiet "inner space" story about a
retired astronaut who struggles to understand his alienated son , and
himself.

BTW, Hyperion was the best sf novel I have read in years.

------------------------------

Date: 13 Sep 90 12:33:11 GMT
From: bunker!mary@isc-br.iscs.com (Mary Shurtleff)
Subject: Re: Hyperion

tiresias@walt.cc.utexas.edu (Doug Ingram) writes:
>I just finished reading _Hyperion_ and _The_Fall_of_Hyperion_ by Dan
>Simmons, and I felt that both were excellent.  Anyone else have any
>thoughts on these books?

I recently finished the SFBC combined version of these, and I concur.  It's
hard to say which of the individual stories I liked best - the priest's
tale gave me chills, but I was truly moved by Rachel's story (as was
another netter who posted here).  I also liked the consul's story,
"Remembering Siri".  As still another netter asked, it did indeed appear
(as a novella or novelette, I forget which) in the December 1982 issue of
Isaac Asimov's SF Magazine.  When I read it then, I was blown away.  I
think Simmons has improved since then.

I realize that there are those who criticize the novel for its various
flaws in writing, etc.  Norman Spinrad, in a recent IASFM, opines that the
novels needed massive editorial work.  That may be, I am not prepared to
argue the point.  However, I stayed up nights far later than was good for
me reading the novels, and got truly involved with the characters.  If I am
moved by a book, it's a really good one, IMHO.

Cheers,

Mary Shurtleff
...decvax!bunker!mary

------------------------------

Date: 13 Sep 90 15:08:18 GMT
From: misterb@oak.circa.ufl.edu (Chad 'Mr.B' Jackson)
Subject: Re: Hyperion

mary@bunker.UUCP (Mary Shurtleff) writes:
>>I just finished reading _Hyperion_ and _The_Fall_of_Hyperion_ by Dan
>>Simmons, and I felt that both were excellent.  Anyone else have any
>>thoughts on these books?
>
>I recently finished the SFBC combined version of these, and I concur.
>It's hard to say which of the individual stories I liked best - the
>priest's tale gave me chills, but I was truly moved by Rachel's story (as
>was another netter who posted here).

Yes.  I read Hyperion over the summer and was so impressed I went out THAT
NIGHT, bought Fall of Hyperion, and read it in 10 hours.  Since then I've
read it twice more.

Rachel's story was more than moving - to me, it was downright frightening.
I could never wish that upon even my worst enemy.

>I realize that there are those who criticize the novel for its various
>flaws in writing, etc.  Norman Spinrad, in a recent IASFM, opines that the
>novels needed massive editorial work.  That may be, I am not prepared to
>argue the point.  However, I stayed up nights far later than was good for
>me reading the novels, and got truly involved with the characters.  If I
>am moved by a book, it's a really good one, IMHO.

I've also picked up "Phases of Gravity" by Simmons, a SF novel set in 1988
about one of the Apollo astronauts.  Not on the same level or quality as
Hyperion, but it is good reading nonetheless.  I find myself looking for
other works of his everytime I go into a bookstore now.

Chad Jackson
misterb@oak.circa.ufl.edu

------------------------------

Date: 14 Sep 90 15:21:10 GMT
From: cumming@pica.army.mil ("Robert C. Cumming", PEO)
Subject: Alternate Histories List?

Chris Milton writes:
>I once read a story presented as a series of letters/notes between Himmler
>and other people. The basic plot was that the Nazis in some secret
>scientific project had opened up a gateway to another planet.

This sounds a lot like a story that was included in the recently published
short-story anthology "The Fantastic WWII".  Sorry, I don't recall the
editor or publisher, but there was some discussion of this book a couple of
months ago in SF-Lovers.  Chris says he *thinks* the story in question was
written by Arthur C. Clarke.  I am not sure, since I don't have the book
here, but I don't recall Clarke as being the author of the tale in
Fantastic WWII.  At any rate this story concerns a German scientist who
develops a device which opens gateways across the fabric of time/space to
bring resources to the Third Reich.  It is told in the form of official
reports and letters to and from various SS and Gestapo types who are spying
on and monitoring the scientist's progress.  All this is pretty much
evident in the beginning of the story, so I don't think this constitutes
any "spoilers".  However, there is a twist to the ending which I will not
reveal.

------------------------------

Date: 14 Sep 90 16:42:32 GMT
From: YOURAA%morekypr@pucc.princeton.edu
Subject: re:  humorous science fiction request

Well, I can think of a couple of novellas for you.  Both, oddly enough,
have the same title.

_Garbage_ by Rudy Rucker: published in the late '70s in Isaac Asimov's
Science Fiction Magazine.  It's a howler.  Small spoiler: Ever heard the
phrase, 'junk food?'

_Garbage_ by I have forgotten whom: published two or three years ago in
Analog.  You see, back in the late '70s, when Analog was still published by
Conde Nast, there were occasionally small joke ads selling the ultimate
garbage disposal: a dust-particle-collapsed-to-the-size-of-a-proton micro-
black hole.  The recent story involves someone who bought one.  Seems it
got away from him and...

*Sigh.* Sorry I couldn't be more specific about the last one, but I have a
poor memory for names.  Good luck trying to find them.

Al Yourkonis
YOURAA@MOREKYPR

------------------------------

Date: 14 Sep 90 18:13:00 GMT
From: J_DELANO@unhh.bitnet
Subject: Humor in SF

   To add to the humorous sf list, for those who read juveniles (why not?)
I'd recommend Daniel Pinkwater's _Alan Mendelsohn, Boy from Mars_ I laughed
the whole way through.

J_Delano@unhh.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 14 Sep 90 18:31:00 GMT
From: C60HSW1@niu.bitnet (H. Stephen Wright, Northern Illinois University)
Subject: Re: Humor in SF (SF-LOVERS Digest V15 #322)

In regard to SF humor, don't overlook John Sladek; his collection THE
STEAM-DRIVEN BOY contains some devastatingly funny parodies of well-known
SF writers (such as "Solar Shoe-Salesman," by Chipdip K. Kill).

Stephen Wright
Northern Illinois University
c60hsw1@niu.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 14 Sep 90 19:21:00 GMT
From: ECZ5ACK@oac.ucla.edu
Subject: Re: Humor in SF

Someone already mentioned Lewis Padgett; most anything by him (them) is
funny.

Also, many of R. A. Lafferty's short stories are very funny.  I also had a
lot of laughs from _Tuf Voyaging_ by George R.R. Martin, a collection of
the adventures of an asocial cat-loving bio-engineer.

Can anyone recommend more humor by Martin?

Andy Kohler
ecz5ack@UCLAMVS
ecz5ack@oac.ucla.edu

------------------------------

Date: 14 Sep 90 19:43:52 GMT
From: MUALLEMA@ecuvm1.bitnet (Dennis Alleman)
Subject: Re: SF-LOVERS Digest   V15 #322

In reference to humor in Sci-Fi, I am surprised that nobody mentioned the
Ballad of Ebeneezer by Craig Shaw Gardner.  I think the first book was
called _A Malady of Magicks_ or something like that. They were hysterical!

Dennis

------------------------------

Date: 15 Sep 90 02:02:18 GMT
From: ee5391aa@hydra.unm.edu (Duke McMullan n5gax)
Subject: Re: SF Humor

And leave us not forget Spider Robinson. His "Callahan's Place" books,
well, make that "stories", are full of some of the most god-awful shaggy
dog stories you ever heard. If you're into puns, climb on the Spider's web.

Has anyone mentioned Alternating Current Clarke's
_Tales_from_the_White_Hart_?  Great, great stuff.

Niven (and Gerrold?) wrote _The_Flying_Sorcerers_. Laff-a-minit stuff.

Heinlein's _Glory_Road_ isn't exactly an amusement piece, but it has
several _very_ humorous moments. Ditto _Stranger_in_a_Strange_Land_. I used
to laugh myself sick over Jubal Harshaw's antics.

I can't recall the author of _The_Dragon_and_the_George_, but it was pretty
amusing.

Oho, OHO! Look up _Land_of_Unreason_ by Pratt and De Camp. While you're at
it, they also wrote the stories about Harold Shea and Doc Chalmers. "The
Roaring Trumpet", "The Mathematics of Magic" and "Castle of Iron" were
(re)published collectively in _The_Compleat_Enchanter_ a few years back.  I
still get a big kick out of Shea reciting "The Ballad of Eskimo Nell" to
the Blatant Beast.  The last two stories, "Wall of Serpents" and "The Green
Magician", were republished as... hmmm, I think it was _Wall_of_Serpents_.
They aren't as much fun (IMHO ;^) as the first, but still good Pratt-and-De
Camp style.

Cheee. I still almost get hysterics when Doc Chalmers tries to magically
make wine to replace the soured castle supply. His control isn't good, and
he gets a big pot of scotch instead.

Duke McMullan
ee5391aa@hydra.unm.edu

------------------------------

Date: 16 Sep 90 06:19:17 GMT
From: BRYAN.BANKHEAD@f200.n226.z1.fidonet.org (BRYAN BANKHEAD)
Subject: Re: Humorous SF

   On the subject of humorous SF there was a little known hardback
collection entitled "Anti-Gravity" (get it?) it was here in the Ohio State
Univ. collection. Editor and Publisher forgotten.  Will dig that info out
of the computer tomorrow.
 
Bryan Bankhead
UUCP: ...!osu-cis!n8emr!cmhgate!200!BRYAN.BANKHEAD
INET: BRYAN.BANKHEAD@f200.n226.z1.FIDONET.ORG

------------------------------

Date: 17 Sep 90 06:32:25 GMT
From: dant@mrloog.wr.tek.com (Dan Tilque)
Subject: Humorous series (was Re: SF Humor)

The biggest problem with humorous series is when the author runs out of new
jokes and just repeats the same ones with variations.

This happens in Harrison's Stainless Steel Rat series, Laumer's Retief
stories and, especially Asprin's Myth series.

Series which have largely avoided that problem are Addam's Hitchhiker
series and Anderson and Dickson's Hoka stories.  So far, I've only read
three of Pratchett's Diskworld books and he's generally avoided that
problem too.

Dan Tilque
dant@mrloog.WR.TEK.COM

------------------------------

Date: 14 Sep 90 22:12:57 GMT
From: prine@image.lle.rochester.edu (Ron Prine)
Subject: Re: book request

bilbo@alchemy.ithaca.ny.us (Paul Ciszek) writes:
>prine@image.lle.rochester.edu (Ron Prine) writes:
>> I am looking for title and author of a story that had an execution of a
>> prisoner.  This execution was done in a football stadium, using
>
>I believe this is _The Public Hating_ by Kurt Vonnegut.
 
The Public Hating by Steve Allen (only sci-fi by him I have been told)
Thanks for many replies

Ron Prine
prine@image.lle.rochester.edu

------------------------------

Date: 17 Sep 90 06:52:50 GMT
From: csusac!potter@csufres.csufresno.edu (david potter)
Subject: The guy who wants "TO SERVE MAN"

The short story "TO SERVE MAN" was written by Damon Knight in the very
early fifties.

The TV production you refer to was a "Twilight Zone" episode that first
aired on March 2, 1962. (Script adaptation by someone named "R. Serling,"
whoever that might be... *grin*) It starred Lloyd Bochner and Richard Kiel
(as the alien).
 
I know it's been re-printed in a whole slew of places, but the paperback I
just found it in is titled "THE BEST OF DAMON KNIGHT."

I have no doubt you'll be able to find the story, given the writer's name!
 
The pun that provides the script's <pun>chline seems to be a linguistic
anomaly, of course.  It seems, at first, unlikely that the alien word for
"serve" would have the same two meanings that "serve" does in English;
however, we *do* know that several European languages use the same word for
both functions, so there is a possibility that this duality of concept
might occur in "Alienish."

On re-reading Knight's story, I see that he handled the idea of translating
the alien language quite a bit better than Serling apparently had room to
do in his script.

Enjoy!

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	      Films - Darkman (3 msgs) & Lensman (10 msgs) &
                      Alien III News

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 11 Sep 90 16:41:00 GMT
From: ACS_HAHR@uwrf.bitnet
Subject: Re: SF-LOVERS Digest   V15 #314

DARKMAN has recently been commented on as being more "comic-book" style
than the other movies released. I assume "Dick Tracy" and "Batman". My
return question is whether or not these people have been reading comics
lately. I am an avid reader of comics and DARKMAN isn't even close to being
in style with the new comics. Try Hellraiser or Nightbreed or Aliens as
being comic-bookish. Marvel Comics has released Darkman #1 recently and as
far as comic-books go... it sucks. In fact, it is probably one of the worst
releases of the year. "Dick Tracy" stayed much more to the original
comic-book feel. As far as Darkman goes as a story, it had great potential,
I just think that somewhere along the way some people got very sloppy.

I am waiting to see if they produce a sequel with better writing, the first
was a big disappointment.

Edster
acs_hahr@uwrf

------------------------------

Date: 11 Sep 90 21:26:08 GMT
From: HEROY@lsuvm.bitnet (Paul Heroy)
Subject: Darkman

Oh boy, I've been waiting for Darkman since early spring when I heard about
it here first. Well, like many long-awaited movies (books, etc.)  it
probably couldn't live up to my pent-up expectations, but I did enjoy it -
not thoroughly, and certainly not for much more than the visuals, but the
images and effects were so entertaining it was almost worth it.  It's
obvious the filmmakers weren't trying to do all that much else, and this
film definitely doesn't break out of the constraints of the genre so
well-defined by Batman and Dick Tracy (at least what I heard of DT, never
saw it.) As a friend of mine said after the movie, when we had been
discussing it for maybe 5 minutes, "It's a superbly done comic book on the
big screen, that's it, and we've probably spent double the amount of time
talking about it that it deserves." Ditto.

Paul Heroy

------------------------------

Date: 11 Sep 90 22:56:47 GMT
From: GWO109@uriacc.bitnet (J Metz)
Subject: Re:  Mr. Leeper's review of DARKMAN

  Sad as I am to admit it, there were some terrible logistical problems
with DARKMAN (the well-stocked second laboratory, for instance).  It
borrowed heavily from the original Robocop (Verhoven? - hero gets
disfigured, and the baddies get it) as well as Batman, but I liked it.
Westlake plays a more human hero than Keaton as Wayne, for example.  I
don't appreciate the ending taking place on the top of a skyscraper (where
was the final duel for Batman?)
   In addition, the ending should have either killed Westlake, or solved
his dilemma (even though it gives it a tragic touch), because now it opens
up the possibility of a sequel, which wouldn't be worth it.

------------------------------

Date: 5 Sep 90 19:32:49 GMT
From: rich@capella.la.locus.com (Rich (the Wiz) Silva)
Subject: Doc Smith's Lensman series in animation

I saw a blurb on a local "what's new in films" TV show (don't remember the
name or channel. [memory is the second thing to go...] They claimed that an
Japanese animation of Lensman is being shown -somewhere- in the US.

Do any of you know where it is showing? Or when it might make it to LA? Or
have any other information about it?

They had a trailer of what (my interpretation) a scene out of "Galactic
Patrol", the graduation scene that looked great!

Rich Silva
Locus Computing Corporation
rich@LOCUS.COM
{ucivax,trwrb}!lcc!rich
{ihnp4,randvax,ucbvax,trwspp}!ucla-se!lcc!rich

------------------------------

Date: 9 Sep 90 01:54:20 GMT
From: nraoaoc@nmt.edu (Daniel Briggs)
Subject: Re: Doc Smith's Lensman series in Animation!

rich@capella.la.locus.com (Rich (the Wiz) Silva) writes:
>I saw a blurb on a local "what's new in films" TV show (don't remember the
>name or channel). [memory is the second thing to go...] They claimed that
>an Japanese animation of Lensman is being shown -somewhere- in the US.
>
>Do any of you know where it is showing? Or when it might make it to LA? Or
>have any other information about it?
>
>They had a trailer of what (my interpretation) a scene out of "Galactic
>Patrol", the graduation scene that looked great!

I saw a feature length film called "Lensman" or some such at a worldcon
maybe five years ago.  It was at best, only token interpretation of the EE
Smith books.  While it was fun to watch, don't go into it thinking that
you'll see the EE Smith books come to the screen.  (The basic plot wasn't
all that dissimilar to the first StarWars movie - quite forgetable.)

If there is something new and more true to the books come out, I'd love to
hear about it!  

Dan Briggs
NRAO
P.O. Box O
Socorro, NM 87801
dbriggs@nrao.edu

------------------------------

Date: 11 Sep 90 05:49:40 GMT
From: whit@milton.u.washington.edu (John Whitmore)
Subject: Re: Doc Smith's Lensman series in Animation!

rich@capella.la.locus.com (Rich (the Wiz) Silva) writes:
> ... a blurb on a local "what's new in films" TV show claimed that an
>Japanese animation of Lensman is being shown -somewhere- in the US.

   I saw it a week ago; it's Japanese, all right; the text (labeling the
various planets/battle fleets) was bilingual, and one song remained totally
Japanese.  And Clarissa MacDougal wore a space cadet outfit with
knee-length pink boots.
   There was some conscious Star Wars imitation going on; I didn't remember
Kimball Kinnison as a farm boy on an agricultural planet (but that's how
the animated version started).
   The animation was good, though some of the scenes changed style a bit
jarringly; I particularly liked the (computer-generated?)  depiction of the
bad guy (Eddorian?)  He was not a simple 3-d creature at all, and his
various body parts moved in properly incomprehensible ways.  Worth seeing.
   But why did they have to have the mystical Lens blast the bad guys?  By
the time the lens got THAT powerful, it wasn't a wrist ornament like the
one this Lensman wore.

John Whitmore

------------------------------

Date: 12 Sep 90 01:14:03 GMT
From: whit@milton.u.washington.edu (John Whitmore)
Subject: Re: Doc Smith's Lensman series in Animation!

   It only ran in one theater for a single week; it'll be showing up in
video stores/rental centers RealSoonNow, I'm sure.
   Someone pointed out there were definite splices in the plot, with four
half-hour episodes distinguishable.  Possibly it's a movie-from-a-cartoon-
series.  Watch the new Saturday morning shows for the upcoming season.

John Whitmore

------------------------------

Date: 12 Sep 90 04:52:09 GMT
From: jim@piggy.ucsb.edu (Oreo Cat)
Subject: Re: Doc Smith's Lensman series in Animation!

Streamline Pictures did an English dub of the film.  They debuted it at the
San Diego Comic Con.  The response from rec.arts.anime folk was ho-hum at
best.  To me it seemed too much like one of those 50s or 60s SF movies,
with all the stupid little stereotypes.  But if you like that sort of thing
you might enjoy this film.  I haven't read the book, so I don't know how
bad they did it.  Also Streamline hasn't done the best dubs in the past
(Although some of their newer stuff is reputedly quite good).  Watch your
local comic book shops for announcements of when it might be shown in your
area.

(Some of the (computer?) animation in the beginning was pretty good
though!)

Jim Lick		       
jim@ferkel.ucsb.edu
bahamut!jim@ivucsb.sba.ca.us  

------------------------------

Date: 12 Sep 90 04:14:09 GMT
From: hirai@cs.swarthmore.edu (Eiji Hirai)
Subject: Re: Doc Smith's Lensman series in Animation!

_Lensman_ is a Japanese animation film.  After the film's success, they
made a weekly TV series out of it, with the same characters and setting.  I
forgot how long the series lasted.  If you go to any science fiction
convention, the folks organizing them might be organizing a japanimation
room too.  Also there are some anime conventions if you're serious.

Don't expect any faithful adaptation of E.E. Smith's books.  It's fun to
watch on its own right though.

Eiji Hirai
Mathematics Dept.
Swarthmore College
Swarthmore, PA 19081-1397
hirai@cs.swarthmore.edu
hirai@swarthmr.bitnet
uunet!hirai%cs.swarthmore.edu

------------------------------

Date: 12 Sep 90 14:10:29 GMT
From: steyn@saul.cis.upenn.edu (Gavin Steyn)
Subject: Re: Doc Smith's Lensman series in Animation!

>   It only ran in one theater for a single week; it'll be showing up in
>video stores/rental centers RealSoonNow, I'm sure.
>
>   Someone pointed out there were definite splices in the plot, with four
>half-hour episodes distinguishable.  Possibly it's a
>movie-from-a-cartoon-series.  Watch the new Saturday morning shows for the
>upcoming season...

  Almost certainly wrong on both counts...
  Streamline (the movie distributors) are having a very hard time getting
videotape rights to the movies they dub.  If you REALLY want a copy very
much, you'll have to get it in Japanese (subtitled if you're lucky).
  Second, there was a cartoon series, although I don't know whether the
movie came before or after, but it probably won't be shown here.  It was
Japanese, and most companies here have given up on importing Japanese
cartoons.

Gavin Steyn
steyn@saul.cis.upenn.edu

------------------------------

Date: 12 Sep 90 17:04:51 GMT
From: mfrose@engin.umich.edu
Subject: Re: Doc Smith's Lensman series in Animation!

jim@piggy.ucsb.edu (Oreo Cat) writes concerning the anime film Lensman:
>Streamline Pictures did an English dub of the film.  They debuted it and
>the San Diego Comic Con.  The response from rec.arts.anime folk was ho-hum
>at best.  To me it seemed too much like one of those 50s or 60s SF movies,
>with all the stupid little stereotypes.

Uh, I hate to be the one to break this to you...

...but it was also a stupid movie in Japanese.  Maybe you didn't notice?

If Streamline is out to change people's minds about animation, they're
probably going to need some better material than the Lensman movie can
supply.  The film is nothing close to an approximation of the Lensman
novels, but looks like some Japanese producer wanted to do "Star Wars" over
again in animation.

Eternity's Lensman comic series is not running the movie verbatim, but is
seeking a middle ground between the animation and the books.  How do I know
this?  Tim Eldred (series artist) told me so.

And yes, he didn't think much of the movie either. :)

mfrose@caen.engin.umich.edu

------------------------------

Date: 12 Sep 90 22:59:39 GMT
From: amos@walt.cc.utexas.edu (Walter M. Amos)
Subject: Re: Doc Smith's Lensman series in Animation!

mfrose@engin.umich.edu writes:
>jim@piggy.ucsb.edu (Oreo Cat) writes concerning the anime film Lensman:
>>Streamline Pictures did an English dub of the film.  They debuted it and 
>
>If Streamline is out to change people's minds about animation, they're
>probably going to need some better material than the Lensman movie can
>supply.  The film is nothing close to an approximation of the Lensman
>novels, but looks like some Japanese producer wanted to do "Star Wars"
>over again in animation.

   Okay people, there's a point here that needs to be made abundantly
clear: (ahem) STREAMLINE HAS DUBBED NOT ONE OF THE FILMS IT HAS RELEASED SO
FAR ON ITS OWN!!!!!!  Streamline is a DISTRIBUTION company, which means
that they take an existing film and try to get it played in theaters - they
have no hand in the production itself.  The only films Streamline has done
themselves are Totoro and Kiki's Delivery Service.  Until they get full
distribution rights for these they will not be seen in regular theaters.
Thus far, Laputa Akira, and Lensman were all dubbed by the Japanese!  And
guess what? In a follow-up interview I completed with Jerry Beck (soon to
be posted once he gets back to me on corrections) he stated that he wasn't
altogether happy with the job that was done on these films either!!
Nonetheless, once they're handed a film, they can do NOTHING to it.  They
can refuse to distribute it, if they think it is bad enough, but that's
all.  So, as far as "choosing" films to change people's minds about
animation goes, they can only choose from the pot of EXISTING DUBBED FILMS.
Of these, I think Akira and Laputa are excellent choices.  Lensman perhaps
a little less so, but nonetheless it is better than some things that could
have been used.  There are some films they'd LOVE to do but can't because
either (a) the film hasn't been dubbed at all and they don't have the
facilities to do themselves, or (b) the Japanese company that's done the
dubbing hasn't yet realized that you can't sell anime films to companies
like Paramount for a million dollars yet.  For further details on this
subject, I highly reccommend that any interested parties check out the file
"beck_interview" on the UT anonymous ftp server anime directory on
ix1.cc.utexas.edu, completed last January when Akira was only beginning to
make the theater rounds.  And watch for the followup interview coming soon,
as I mentioned.

Walter Amos
amos@physics.utexas.edu 
amos@ccwf.cc.utexas.edu

------------------------------

Date: 17 Sep 90 05:53:22 GMT
From: chen@ramses.gatech.edu (Ray Chen)
Subject: Re: Doc Smith's Lensman series in Animation!

I saw an English version of the Lensman film several years ago at either a
Boskone or PhilCon.

Anyway, if you're expecting anything even *close* to E.E. Smith's universe,
forget it.

From what I recall, the names are the same: there is a Galactic Patrol, a
Kimball Kinnison, a Clarrisa May MacDougal, a Worsel, etc., but that's
about it.

The plot was more like a cross between Star Wars and pick your favorite
"commandos and resistance blow something up" film.

Other low-lights that I recall include things like:

Picture a voice-over, right about when you'd imagine Ben Kenobi in Star
Wars saying "Luke, use the Force", only this line was

"Remember, the power of the Lens is love..."

I am not joking.  That was in the movie.

And then there was the "score".  Like many movies, you could tell when a
climactic moment was approaching because the music changed.  Only in this
movie, the music would change from whatever it was (usually something
quasi-martial or rock-and-roll'ish) to elevator muzak.

If the movie isn't enough to make an E.E. Smith fan want to barf, the music
should push you right over the edge.

I wasn't impressed with the animation either although I'm not a real
aficionado of Japanese animation so your mileage may vary.

To borrow a line, "This isn't a movie for watching, this is a movie for
laying down and *avoiding*..."

Ray Chen
chen@cc.gatech.edu

------------------------------

Date: 11 Sep 90 21:08:39 GMT
From: chris@imagine.adms-rad.unisys.com (Chris Sterritt)
Subject: Alien III News, from Ben Wharton

The following is forwarded from Ben Wharton.  If you want to discuss it,
please send him email at the address at the end of the post. Don't reply
to me.  He will be back at the addresses below on or about October 1.

Begin forwarded mail:

I just got back on the system for a few days and couldn't find anything
about Alien III that was very recent so here's the latest:

Change of Director:

The New Zealand director Vincent Ward has left the project for reasons
unknown and has been replaced by David Fincher. All I've been able to
discover about him is he has a special effects credit on a technically good
(story wise bad) animated film called Twice Upon a Time. It looks like a
case of giving the job to the only(?) person available.

Before the Summer I mentioned my surprise at Ward's involvement. Perhaps
the artistic differences I imagined might exist between him and the
producers finally came to a head.

Script: John Fazano and Larry Ferguson

Fazano I haven't been able to track down. Ferguson looks like a re-write
man from his past credits. Rumour has it that Sigourney Weaver had some
involvement with the story-development this time. That involvement, if
true, may have been the major factor in Weaver returning to the project.
So may a few million dollars.

I cannot yet confirm what the plot is. Your roving reporter is attempting
to gain permission to visit the set:

Location

Alien III is now shooting at Pinewood Studios here in England.

Conclusion

Things don't look good. We haven't got what I would term a "Solid Team" on
the job. Changing to a new director at the eleventh hour is dodgy film
making. The director will not have cast, not have been in on the script
conferences, will not be "as one" with the scriptwriters...

James Cameron had a great love of the original Alien, something which most
sequel directors/writers don't have.

Does Fincher?

The whole Alien scene is complicated by the fact that Weaver, Cameron,
Hurd, Hill, Giller and Carroll are all suing 20th Century Fox over the
profits from Aliens. More creative accounting in the Hollywood hills.

Ben Wharton
University of Manchester
JANET:  whartonb@uk.ac.man.cs.p4
BITNET: whartonb%p4%cs.man.ac.uk@cunyvm.bitnet
INTERNET: whartonb%p4.cs.man.ac.uk@cunyvm.cuny.edu
UUCP: ...!uunet!cunyvm.cuny.edu!cs.man.ac.uk!p4!whartonb

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	    Books - Brin & Brunner & DeCamp & Dick & Gerrold &
                    Heinlein & Kushner & Norman & Simmons &
                    E.E. Smith & Vance & Request

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 17 Sep 90 16:21:45 GMT
From: ATKINSON@vaxrom.decnet.cern.ch
Subject: Re Brin and silly aliens

Well, yes. I appreciate that aliens could well be expected to see things
differently. My complaint is mainly that I, the reader, obviously know only
what Brin tells me about the alien culture. Thus, every time our
(human/human-taught) heroes are in a fix, a friendly alien tells them
conveniently (or they conveniently remember having heard of) yet another
part of the behaviour patterns of the bad aliens that will get them out of
their latest fix. The problem here is that, as with Van Vogt, the final
victory is somehow unconvincing. New silly behaviour is pulled out of a hat
lots of times, and our heroes win. (Sorry about the non-A, but my editions
had As with bars on the top.)

The fact that the baddies break some of the honour rules but not others is
all very fine and splendid, and they have every right to do so, but I can't
persuade myself to feel very "uplifted" as I only learn each new aspect of
the culture just in time to see it exploited to do some damage. Of course,
I can't expect an explanation at the beginning, but surely you can
appreciate the problem? It's like reading a detective novel in which not
only must the possible motives be found, but why anyone might regard those
as motives. (Indeed, Sundiver was rather like that). If the whole mind-set
is alien, it is hard to make the solving of the case seem logical.

------------------------------

Date: 18 Sep 90 01:47:17 GMT
From: Dan_Bloch@transarc.com
Subject: Re: Brunner

howell@bert.llnl.gov (Louis Howell) writes:
> These four books of Brunner's are all cautionary tales - dystopias made
> with the "If this goes on..." formula.  A rough correspondence is

>   Stand on Zanzibar:     Overpopulation, corporate power
>   The Shockwave Rider:   Rapid cultural change, future shock, computers
>   The Jagged Orbit:      Racial warfare, anarchy, personal armament
>   The Sheep Look Up:     Pollution
>
> I have ranked them by my own subjective impression of credibility and
> quality.  "Stand on Zanzibar" is a masterpiece ...  "The Shockwave Rider"
> has a plot which really stretches my suspension of disbelief, but the
> background society is superbly done.
>
> The other two, however, sacrifice credibility for political posturing.
> "The Jagged Orbit" supposes that the violent racial confrontations of
> decades past continued to get worse until the US looked more like South
> Africa than our present society.  "The Sheep Look Up" is about a group
> of radical environmentalists (they're pretty mainstream by today's
> standards) being persecuted by the government and big corporations.

While I agree with Mr. Howell about "The Jagged Orbit" (and the publishers
do too - it's out of print while the other three continue to thrive), I
think he's mistaken about "The Sheep Look Up."  First, it's not about a
group of radical environmentalists; it's about a group of mostly unrelated
people just trying to get on with life in spite of the environment, the
government and the big corporations.  Second, though some of the
predictions may not have turned out true (yet), no science fiction writer
has 20/20 vison about the future.  The book was one of the first (and still
one of only a very few) to tackle the subject of pollution, and Brunner
does a worthy job of taking it on.

I didn't like the book either the first time I read it, but I think this
wasn't due to a flaw in the book, but because it was so unremittingly
depressing.  The other three book, in spite of a number of personal
tragedies, manage to achieve somewhat miraculous happy endings.  In "Stand
on Zanzibar" there's the discovery of the wonder pheromone which may allow
people to get along with each other.  In "The Shockwave Rider" the
wonder-programmer manages to come up with the wonder-program in the nick of
time and let the people take over and justice prevails.  (This one is
really quite fluffy - everybody lives happily ever after.)  In "The Jagged
Orbit" the combat robot from the future manages to set things straight.  In
"The Sheep Look Up," the closest thing to an upbeat note is that if America
self-destructs, and it does, the rest of the world may be able to survive.
Now that I'm a bit more cynical, that doesn't bother me.  Nice job.

Dan Bloch
dan@transarc.com

------------------------------

Date: 17 Sep 90 05:57:39 GMT
From: delliott@wucs1.wustl.edu (Dave Elliott)
Subject: Hyperpilosity

About 1940, in "Unknown Worlds" magazine Lyon Sprague DeCamp's story
"Hyperpilosity" appeared. It is a humorous tale in which *everybody* gets a
mild form of influenza and afterward develops thick hairy pelts (over their
bodies). Their descendants inherit this and a scientist explains it as
viral transduction of genes!

At that time, of course, they thought genes were protein rather than DNA,
but otherwise this is one of the best examples of good science forecasting
in all SF, right in their with Swift and the Moons of Mars.  The story has
been reprinted many times, notably in 1954 when, by coincidence, this
possibility was first demonstrated for bacteria by some biologists I knew.

Comes the question: does anyone know *where* DeCamp got the idea?  Sewell
Avery perhaps?
	
I'd like to hear from anyone with the answer (or who knows the gentleman
well enough to ask him!)

David Elliott
delliott@cec2.wustl.edu

------------------------------

Date: 17 Sep 90 13:44:44 GMT
From: firth@sei.cmu.edu (Robert Firth)
Subject: Re: PKD: Insane Creator

sos@oz.UUCP (Steffan O'Sullivan) writes:
>Can someone help me?  I remember reading in one of Philip K. Dick's books
>the idea that the God of the Old Testament is insane, and that the sane
>principle was embodied in Jesus and invaded the Earth to liberate us from
>insanity.  Now I cannot find this reference at all!

I think you'll find this idea in several of Dick's works, for instance 'Eye
in the Sky' and, especially, 'Valis'.

However, if you're interested in the idea itself, as well as in the fiction
and philosophy of PK Dick, note that it can be traced back a very long way.
Indeed, some passages in the Fourth Gospel seem to be derived from such a
tradition.  But the best ancient source is perhaps the Gnostic text called
'The Apocryphon of John'.

------------------------------

Date: 17 Sep 90 18:06:22 GMT
From: beede@sctc.com (Mike Beede)
Subject: Re: David Gerrold "War of the Chtorrs"

twells@eecs.cs.pdx.edu (Tabor Wells) writes:
>bjl@ESD.3Com.COM (Bobbie J. Lawson) writes:
>>I missed some articles, but I thought I read something about the release
>>of the fourth Chtorr book in this series.  I absolutely love the series,
>>and am anxiously waiting for the fourth book.
>
>>When is it due out?
>
>Well since "A Rage for Revenge" said Spring 1990, we should assume
>sometime in '91, right? ;) I very much look forward to the next one also.

Did you read the new one (ARFR)?  I thought it was a huge ripoff.  It had
nothing to do with the series to that point, except it used (some of) the
same characters.  The material that bore any relation to the earlier books
could've been a couple chapters at the start of a real third volume.  I
guess that if you don't have the faintest idea how to tie up the tangled
threads, you punt for a volume (top that for mixed metaphors!).  If I want
a totally unrelated book, I wouldn't buy one listed as the third in a
series (in fact, I usually wouldn't.  I just liked the first two and mostly
was curious as to what was really supposed to be happening).

A shame from an author who A) I liked quite a lot and B) probably has
enough money he doesn't need to aid a publisher to suck more out of me.

Mike Beede
Secure Computing Technology Corp
1210 W. County Rd E, Suite 100           
Arden Hills, MN  55112
(612) 482-7420
beede@sctc.com

------------------------------

Date: 17 Sep 90 11:03:35 GMT
From: GLWARNER@samford.bitnet (THE GAR)
Subject: Re: SF-LOVERS Digest   V15 #323

jimcat@rpi.edu (Jim Kasprzak) writes:
> Besides, to put it bluntly, who cares? One of the skills you have to
>master in writing is knowing where to end the story. _Starship Troopers_
>ended at an appropriate moment. Juan Rico had reached the climax of his
>experience in the MI. Relative to what Heinlein was trying to say with
>this story, what happens to him afterwards is not important.

One of my favorite Heinlein's is GLORY ROAD, which I read so often that my
wife had my paperback hardcovered for me recently, but this is a perfect
example of Heinlein NOT knowing how to end a story.  Oscar has saved the
princess, and the universe, and is sitting around being miserable in an
incredible amount of money.  He goes back to Earth, and presumably spends
the rest of his life bored to tears!  IMHO it would have been a much better
ending to skip from saving the Universe to going back to Earth and running
his Dragon Slayer ad in the paper without all the in between garbage.

------------------------------

Date: 17 Sep 90 12:31:48 GMT
From: jmf@abacus.uucp (Joan Frankel)
Subject: Re: Ellen Kushner's _Swordspoint_

hartman@cs.swarthmore.edu (Zorn of Zorna) writes:
>   Also, I vaguely remember hearing a year or so ago that a new Kushner
>book was in the works; can anyone give me more info?

It's out.  As usual, I can't come up with the name, but have read it.  It's
a retelling of way-too-many folk ballads, with Thomas the Rhymer being the
main story (the title is probably Thomas the Rhymer).

The narrative is broken into 4 sections, the first told by the man of an
old farming couple who befriend Thomas, the 2nd by Thomas himself, the 3rd
by the woman of the old couple, the 4th by Thomas's earthly sweetheart.

The idea sounds like a good idea, the writing is solid, but the book is
spoiled by Kushner's trying to tell 5 or 6 different ballads as prose,
interwoven into the base plot. What she's come up with is far too busy a
patchwork.

The power of all those songs is at least 1/2 in the music, music that
Kushner's prose doesn't evoke.

The last chapter is by far the most affecting, but is basically a gloss on
the ending of C.J. Cherryh's "The Dreamstone", book II.

I really wanted to like this book because Kushner has become the new host
of WGBH radio's Sunday afternoon folk show, and shows sterling good taste.

Spoiler follows, but not about Kushner, rather about the use of ballads.

Diane Wynne Jones' Fire & Hemlock, a terrific book, puts the subject matter
of 2 ballads, Thomas the Rhymer and Tam Lin, to much better use, though the
involvement of the ballads in the book's plot isn't even apparent til about
3/4 of the way through the book, and that isn't even half of what's good
about it.

------------------------------

Date: 18 Sep 90 08:33:57 GMT
From: John_Lagrue.WGC-E@rx.xerox.com
Subject: Re: John Norman's "Gor" series.

Any more "Gor" stories? I hope not! The guy writes (In the opinion of very
many people - not just me) some of the most appallingly mysogonistic
rubbish ever printed. His basic tenet the women are only truly free when
enslaved to a man is beyond the pale, and he should not be given any
encouragement to produce more of this perversion.

 Does anyone truly believe that this kind of garbage will do anything other
than lead the sick minded to try to put his ideas into practice?

John Lagrue

------------------------------

Date: 17 Sep 90 23:43:56 GMT
From: jmck@norge.eng.sun.com (John McKernan)
Subject: Re: Hyperion

david@eng.sun.com (whining, beefing, and bellyaching) writes:
>I wish I had stopped after "Hyperion".  The plot resolution wasn't very
>satisfying to me, in fact it seemed really stupid.
>
>I also wish I had skipped "Mona Lisa Overdrive", for the same reason.

I think you're overreacting David. Granted that the nominal conclusions of
The Fall of Hyperion and Mona Lisa Overdrive were a little weak (one being
we charge off into the great and glorious future to save mankind, the other
we live happily ever after in a huge chunk of RAM conviently dropped in a
junk yard). But I think you're wrong to dismiss these great books on the
basis of less than revolutionary endings.  Both books played out the fate
of multiple characters at the end, and in that sense had more than just one
ending.  And in any case, it's wrong to condemn hundreds of pages of
brilliant and innovative characterization, description and plotting just
because the last scene in a book is less brilliant than the rest.

John L. McKernan
jmck@sun.com

------------------------------

Date: 17 Sep 90 11:32:00 GMT
From: ccoch.McLeanCSD@xerox.com
Subject: E.E. Smith's Lensman Universe

In July, csusac!potter@csufres.csufresno.edu (David Potter) submitted an
excellent posting on E.E. 'Doc' Smith and his books.  Dave also mentioned
several writers who have tried to carry on Smith's stories, with varying
degrees of success.  However,when I read Dave's article, I seemed to
remember a story by another writer relating to the "LENSMEN" universe.  I
did a little research in my library and here's what I found.

The year after Smith's death "Analog" published a short story (Novelette by
Analog's classification) named "MOON PROSPECTOR" by William B. Ellern
(April 1966, Vol LXXVII, #2) which was set in the universe of "FIRST
LENSMAN" .  Campbell wrote an intro explaining that when he received the
story, he referred Ellern to EES for permission to use the setting.  Ellern
did contact EES, who granted the permission.  According to Campbell, EES
also recommended some editorial changes to the story.  A facsimile of
Smith's signed permission ended the introduction.  The permission statement
was dated July 14, 1965, shortly before the death of E.E. Smith.

Later, Ellern built a novel around "MOON PROSPECTOR" which was incorporated
as chapter 8.  The novel was entitled "NEW LENSMAN" and was copyrighted by
William B. Ellern in 1975.  The action centers around the activities of a
young (soon-to-be) Lensman on Luna during the events of chapters 6 and 7 of
"FIRST LENSMAN".  The story starts before the attempted assassination of
Virgil Samms at the Ambassador's Ball and shows the preliminaries leading
up to the space battle and the Black Fleet's attack on Tellus from the
viewpoint of Moon installations and their share of the action.  It also
contains some interesting extrapolation on the technology of the Bergenholm
inertia-less drive.

My copy of the novel is a British ORBIT paperback, published by Futura
Publications in 1976.  It also has a facsimile of the EES permission
statement on the first page.  I have no information on US publication or
its current availability.  I did find it quite readable.  Ellern doesn't
capture the grand sweep of E.E. Smith's writing, but then, how many writers
could?  By limiting his scope, however, he was able to craft a coherent
story quite consistant with the "LENSMAN" series.  I recommend it as an
interesting sidelight to the "LENSMAN" series.

I am extremely glad to see new readers discovering the stories of EES.  I
first dis so in the 50's, and, despite the age of some of the books, still
reread them with great pleasure.

Charlie Cochran
CCOCH.McleanCSD@Xerox.Com

------------------------------

Date: 17 Sep 90 06:48:32 GMT
From: boyajian@ruby.dec.com (Cisco's Buddy)
Subject: Re: Shared World?

chris@tcom.stc.co.uk (Chris Milton) writes:
>Was the Dying Earth conceived originally as a shared world or was it an
>idea of Jack Vance's which others then waded into??

It was solely an idea of Vance's. THE DYING EARTH was published in 1950.
Vance later wrote some short stories set in the same world and collected
them as EYES OF THE OVERWORLD in 1966. The first time anyone else used the
setting was in the early-to-mid-70's, when DAW published Michael Shea's A
QUEST FOR SIMBILIS.

 --- jayembee (Jerry Boyajian)
UUCP:	...!decwrl!ruby.enet.dec.com!boyajian
ARPA:	boyajian%ruby.DEC@DECWRL.DEC.COM

------------------------------

Date: 15 Sep 90 18:43:48 GMT
From: carrow@itd.nrl.navy.mil (Steven Carrow)
Subject: Story request (ET Vampire meets real vampire)

I'm trying to track down the name and author of a short story concerning
vampires. What I remember of it is as follows: a "vampire" uses a gay bar
as his base. He picks up a stranger, they go to one of their places, and
the "vampire" tells the story of his people (actually aliens stranded on
Earth who need blood to exist), presumably as a prelude to offing the
pick-up. But the kicker comes at the end when the pick-up casually
straightens a poker that the "vampire" had bent. The pick-up then informs
the alien vampire that he is a REAL vampire.

The years have garbled my memories of this story, but I think I hit the
high points. Any help or corrections will be appreciated.

Steven A Carrow
Code 5570
Naval Research Lab       
Washington, DC 20375
(202) 767-9125      
ARPA: carrow@itd.nrl.navy.mil    
UUCP: {backbone}!uunet!nrl-css!carrow 

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
***********************

1,,
Summary-line: 25-Sep  overs-request@rutgers.edu  #SF-LOVERS Digest   V15 #328
Received: by elbereth.rutgers.edu (5.59/SMI4.0/RU1.4/3.08) 
	id AA14638; Tue, 25 Sep 90 08:52:24 EDT
Date: Tue, 25 Sep 90 08:52:24 EDT
Message-Id: <9009251252.AA14638@elbereth.rutgers.edu>
From: Saul Jaffe (The Moderator) <sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu>
Sender: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu
Errors-To: sf-lovers-errors@rutgers.edu
To: SFLOVERS-RECIPIENTS
Subject: SF-LOVERS Digest   V15 #328
Reply-To: SF-LOVERS@rutgers.edu

*** EOOH ***
Date: Tue, 25 Sep 90 08:52:24 EDT
From: Saul Jaffe (The Moderator) <sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu>
Sender: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu
To: SFLOVERS-RECIPIENTS
Subject: SF-LOVERS Digest   V15 #328
Reply-To: SF-LOVERS@rutgers.edu


SF-LOVERS Digest           Tuesday, 25 Sep 1990       Volume 15 : Issue 328

Today's Topics:

	     Books - Adams (2 msgs) & Asimov (5 msgs) & Bell &
                     Bishop (2 msgs) & Request Answer (4 msgs) &
                     Alternate Histories (4 msgs) & SF Humor

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 13 Sep 90 06:09:49 GMT
From: Joel.Rosenberg@p0.f341.n282.z1.fidonet.org (Joel Rosenberg)
Subject: Adams' Horseclans series

jcmorris@mwunix.mitre.org (Joe Morris) writes:
> Speaking of which, does anyone know if someone will be writing additional
> stories to continue the Horseclans series?
>
> Somewhere I remember reading that Adams had several additional books he
> wanted to write to pick up the loose ends he left around (for example,
> Geros' career between the end of _The_Silver_Cat_ and the opening of
> _The_Patrimony_).

     Roland Green and John F. Carr will be continuing the series; the
general arrangments were made by Bob before his death.

> The two "Friends of the Horseclans" collections prove that other writers
> can produce excellent Horseclans stories, especially since they don't
> spend half the text in an anti-tax diatribe.

     It also proves that other writers can do pretty poor stories, as I'm
sorry to say I demonstrated.  Writing in somebody else's universe is tough.

Joel Rosenberg
INTERNET: Joel.Rosenberg@p0.f341.n282.z1.FIDONET.ORG
UUCP: ...{amdahl,hpda}!bungia!viper!terrabit!341.0!Joel.Rosenberg

------------------------------

Date: 25 Sep 90 10:02:38 GMT
From: hrh@well.sf.ca.us (Harry Henderson)
Subject: Re: Adams' Horseclans series

The continuation is good news for horseclans fans. Any word on when the
first one will be out? Also, do you know if anyone will be continuing the
"Stairway to Forever" series?

Harry Henderson
{hplabs,pacbell,ucbvax,apple}!well!hrh

------------------------------

Date: 23 Sep 90 02:00:00 GMT
From: J_DELANO@unhh.bitnet
Subject: Nemesis

   Gee!  I just went out to buy Nemesis, and that sucker costs 5.95!  Maybe
next paycheck.
   In the meantime, someone said that there were many clues that led them
to believe that Nemesis was set in the Foundation Universe.  Where about
does it fit?  At what time?

------------------------------

Date: 21 Sep 90 23:51:38 GMT
From: rsoft!mindlink!a710@van-bc.wimsey.bc.ca (Crawford Kilian)
Subject: Re: Nemesis

J. Delano was mercifully deterred from buying Asimov's Nemesis because of
its $5.95 price.  Save your money.  Asimov is on automatic pilot these
days, and this is one of his dullest novels in years (I know that's saying
a lot).  He was never a snappy stylist, but now he's not even having fun,
just pushing the characters around like an old chess player who remembers
the moves but not the purpose of the game.  If you loved his early work as
much as I did (and God, I can remember lines and scenes from some of his
stuff that I read almost 40 years ago), leave Nemesis alone.

You might also help send a message to the SF industry that it can't go on
using the old masters like some kind of Cordwainer Smith organ bank,
forcing them to grow book after book when the old guys really have nothing
left to give.

------------------------------

Date: 24 Sep 90 10:00:41 GMT
From: sad@cc.wbl.deakin.oz.au (Scott Macdonald)
Subject: Re: Nemesis

I tend to agree. I found that the story just moved along at a flat pace.
No real climaxes.  Unfortunately I bought it on the name alone.  It reminds
me of his later works in the Foundation series - very flat, trying to tie
up the loose ends and bring everything to a nice, neat finish.

I would look twice before buying a new Asimov novel.

Scott Macdonald

------------------------------

Date: 24 Sep 90 13:18:21 GMT
From: attcan!ram@gpu.utcs.toronto.edu (Richard Meesters)
Subject: Re: Nemesis

J_DELANO@unhh.BITNET writes:
> In the meantime, someone said that there were many clues that led them to
> believe that Nemesis was set in the Foundation Universe.  Where about
> does it fit?  At what time?

Actually, I happen to have my copy of Nemesis with me right now
(paperback), and the very first thing in the Author's Note is the
following:

"This book is not part of the Foundation Series, the Robot Series, or the
Empire Series.  It stands independently.  I just thought I'd warn you of
that to avoid misapprehension."

Obviously, Asimov didn't intend for this to be part of the Foundation
Universe.  Although he states that he may later tie it into the
Foundation/Robot/Empire stuff, I hope he doesn't.  I got tired of tying
things in/out/back/forth when the Foundation and Robot stuff was tied
together.  Let good books/series stand on their own.

Regards.

Richard A Meesters
Technical Support Specialist
AT&T Canada
ATTMAIL: ....attmail!rmeesters
UUCP:  ...att!attcan!ram

------------------------------

Date: 24 Sep 90 18:05:39 GMT
From: sixhub!davidsen@crdgw1.crd.ge.com (Wm E. Davidsen Jr)
Subject: Re: Nemesis

sad@cc.wbl.deakin.OZ.AU (Scott Macdonald) writes:
>I tend to agree. I found that the story just moved along at a flat pace.
>No real climaxes.

  I certainly can't argue that this was up to early Asimov, but measured
against all of what is being published today, I would say it's in the top
third for technical aspects and reading enjoyment. I call it "enjoyable but
not great" or so.

  I'm not sorry I bought it, is was fun to read, but if I was short of
money or time to read I might pass. Let's not make it sound like a *bad*
book, it was just not as good as I expected.

Bill Davidsen
davidsen@sixhub.uucp
uunet!crdgw1!sixhub!davidsen

------------------------------

Date: 24 Sep 90 16:07:52 GMT
From: eric@snark.thyrsus.com (Eric S. Raymond)
Subject: Review: People of the Sky

Title:     People of the Sky
By:        Claire Bell
Publisher: TOR (September 1990)
Format:    pb, 344pp
ISBN:      0-812-50261-2

   Like _Grass_, this is another biological-puzzle book somewhat marred by
the rather clumsy telegraphing of the answer early on and a faint but
irritating odor of political correctness, but worth a read.

   Kesbe Temiya, a starpilot of mixed Pueblo Indian ancestry, is forced
down in an inaccessible canyon on the planet Oneway while ferrying an
ancient C-47 to its new owner. There she encounters the People of the Sky,
descendants of a rumored lost colony of Pueblo traditionalists who have
reverted to the pre-technological ways of their ancestors.  But there's
something new in the mix - a partnership with the dragonfly-like "aronan",
fliers capable of bearing the tribe's child warriors. The aronan fascinate
her, and events after the encounter draw her into the life of the tribe.

   Kesbe learns to fly and to live in the experiential world of the People,
only to discover she is caught between two cultures when "her" world
re-enters the canyon. Resolution of the value conflict that has been
building through the novel becomes not merely her private affair but the
key to the future of the People.

   In many ways this novel is reminiscent of A. C. Crispin's _Silent_
Dances_ and other examples of the better grade of feminist bildungsromans
but it works better than most. For one thing, Bell resists the preachy
flavor and sticky earnestness too often found in the type; and her
protagonist is a three-dimensional human being who sweats and makes little
mistakes, rather than a blatant authorial self-projection of the sort who
goofs up only when necessary to move the plot along. Then, too, Ms. Bell is
a pretty good prose-constructor with a McCaffreyesque knack for the vivid
visual and a nice habit of tossing in a curve or two just when you think
you're sure the plot's cranking off in a too-predictable direction.

   The book's major flaw, I think, is a familiar one; the extent to which
it romanticizes a pre-technological "tribal" life which was, in the main,
"nasty, brutish and short". There are certainly things to be learned from
such cultures; their art and religion, in particular, often embody levels
of symbolic and psychological richness that quite surpass most of what the
West has to offer. That said, though, it is still possible to notice (and
deplore) the fact that most writers depict such societies as though there
were indoor toilets, a clinic, and a supermarket just offstage.

   There's a corresponding ethical error that treats the choice between an
idealized "yin" of low-technology, environment-friendly, non-sexist
"tribal" living and a "yang" of metallic techno-Western material wealth as
an absolute opposition (usually with the West as the implicit bad guy).
Even leaving aside the question of whether that romantic "yin" has ever
existed, one has to be suspicious of such binary oppositions. They don't
reflect the reports of peoples now actually making the leap from Stone Age
to Information Age in New Guinea and South America and elsewhere. It's a
bit of a shame that Ms. Bell is still writing from the patronizing belief
that individuals in those cultures have to be "protected" from the outside
world.

   Nevertheless, this is a solid journeyman effort that leaves me looking
forward to more work from Ms. Bell.

------------------------------

Date: 21 Sep 90 15:33:06 GMT
From: ecl@cbnewsj.att.com (Evelyn C. Leeper)
Subject: THE SECRET ASCENSION by Michael Bishop

		  THE SECRET ASCENSION by Michael Bishop
		   Tor, 1989 (c1987), ISBN 0-812-53157-4
		     A book review by Evelyn C. Leeper

   This book is actually titled THE SECRET ASCENSION OR, PHILIP K. DICK IS
DEAD, ALAS.  And it is a tribute to Dick in more ways than one.  In the
world of THE SECRET ASCENSION (which is, to state it up front, an alternate
world), Dick has achieved a far greater fame than he did in our world.  Yet
he has also become known as a subversive author in this world of
totalitarian government.  We never find out just where things changed, but
it was nothing obvious.  There are many minor changes (instead of Ted
Turner, this world has Tod Turner, for example) that indicate that
something happened much further back than the major changes would indicate.

   But in addition to using Dick as a character, THE SECRET ASCENSION also
uses Dick's technique of playing with reality and levels of reality and of
asking "What is reality?"  The result is unusual, and not quite
describable.  The best I can do is to say I recommend this novel even if
you're not a Philip K. Dick fan (if you are, this recommendation is
probably superfluous anyway).

Evelyn C. Leeper
+1 908-957-2070
att!mtgzy!ecl
ecl@mtgzy.att.com

------------------------------

Date: 24 Sep 90 08:52:14 GMT
From: eesshlgb@gdr.bath.ac.uk (S H L G Bisson)
Subject: Re: THE SECRET ASCENSION by Michael Bishop

ecl@cbnewsj.att.com (Evelyn C. Leeper) writes:
>		    THE SECRET ASCENSION by Michael Bishop
>		 Tor, 1989 (c1987), ISBN 0-812-53157-4
>		      A book review by Evelyn C. Leeper
>
>   This book is actually titled THE SECRET ASCENSION OR, PHILIP K. DICK IS
>DEAD, ALAS.  And it is a tribute to Dick in more ways than one.  In the

The UK title was PHILIP K. DICK IS DEAD, ALAS. I found it an excellent read
(but then I'm a Dick fan). The reversal of Dick's fortunes in the novel's
world from his in ours was an interesting ploy.

Simon Bisson

------------------------------

Date: 14 Sep 90 03:02:43 GMT
From: bilbo@alchemy.ithaca.ny.us (Paul Ciszek)
Subject: Re: book request

prine@image.lle.rochester.edu (Ron Prine) writes:
> I am looking for title and author of a story that had an execution of a
> prisoner.  This execution was done in a football stadium, using psychic
> energies.  Premis is that everyone has a very small amount of psychic
> power but this power can be very powerful when added together with others
> in a group.  One scene involved an anouncer working the crowds up to
> maximum power.

I believe this is _The Public Hating_ by Kurt Vonnegut.

------------------------------

Date: 20 Sep 90 01:48:00 GMT
From: J_DELANO@unhh.bitnet
Subject: Execution in a football stadium

   By Ray Bradbury.  Can't remember the title.  The (new) Twilight Zone
filmed it.

------------------------------

Date: 21 Sep 90 16:16:36 GMT
From: djo@pacbell.com (Dan'l DanehyOakes)
Subject: Re: Execution in a football stadium

J_DELANO@unhh.BITNET writes:
>   By Ray Bradbury.  Can't remember the title.  The (new) Twilight Zone
>filmed it.

Are you sure you're not thinking of "The Public Hating" by Steve Allen?

------------------------------

Date: 24 Sep 90 07:04:08 GMT
From: boyajian@ruby.dec.com (Cisco's Buddy)
Subject: Re: Execution in a football stadium

J_DELANO@unhh.BITNET writes:
>By Ray Bradbury.  Can't remember the title.  The (new) Twilight Zone
>filmed it.

THE (New) TWILIGHT ZONE filmed no such thing. They certainly didn't film
any story written by *anyone* about an execution in a football stadium.
They only filmed two Bradbury stories: one an adaptation of his story "The
Burning Man", the other an original script by Bradbury titled "The
Elevator". Both were pretty bad.

It's possible that one of the other anthology shows that I never watched
did it, though. Maybe RAY BRADBURY THEATER.

 --- jayembee (Jerry Boyajian)
UUCP:	...!decwrl!ruby.enet.dec.com!boyajian
ARPA:	boyajian%ruby.DEC@DECWRL.DEC.COM

------------------------------

Date: 17 Sep 90 15:24:40 GMT
From: cumming@pica.army.mil ("Robert C. Cumming", PEO)
Subject: Alternate Histories List?

More on Chris Milton's story request about the Nazi "gateway to other
planets" tale.  I think the name of the story was something like "Secret
Unattainable" and it was by A. E. VanVogt.  As to whether it changes the
outcome of the war, well... let's say the machine in the story is
responsible for the way the war actually turned out.  Once again, it's
included in "The Fantastic World War II" along with, by the way, a story
which apparently served as the basis for an old "Twilight Zone" episode.
Incidentally, I'm somewhat of a WWII and alternate histories buff myself
and the notion of parallel universes which split off continuously based
upon whether an individual event happens one way or another has always
appealed to me.  It's sort of as if somehow, somewhere, (somewhen?)
everyone got a second chance.  In fact I believe there may even be some
basis for this notion in quantum physics, or maybe not.  But it's an
interesting concept at any rate.

Bob

------------------------------

Date: 17 Sep 90 15:59:40 GMT
From: bacic@ncs.dnd.ca (Eugen Bacic)
Subject: Re: Alternate Histories List?

>Robert C. Cumming writes:
>>Chris Milton writes:
>>I once read a story...presented as a series of letters/notes between
>>Himmler
>
>This sounds a lot like a story that was included in the recently published
>short-story anthology "The Fantastic WWII".  Sorry, I don't recall the
>editor

[Much deleted]

Actually, there is another story by James P. Hogan along a similar line.
Germany wins the Second World War, it's 1974 and the US/Canada are getting
ready for an invasion, JFK is President.  Some scientists create a portal
to 1939 to change history.  I won't say any more than that (that's what's
on the back cover).  The book is "The Proteus Operation" by James P. Hogan
published by Bantam (ISMN 0-553-25698-X).  It is an interesting story but
does not follow the letters/notes idea mentioned earlier but does have the
time-portal idea.

Eugen Bacic
Sr. InfoSec Research Scientist
Canadian Systems Security Centre
P.O. Box 9703, Terminal		
Ottawa, CANADA   K1G 3Z4	
(613) 991-7331
bacic@ncs.dnd.ca

------------------------------

Date: 22 Sep 90 00:23:45 GMT
From: REDELMAN@auvm.auvm.edu (Richard B. Edelman)
Subject: Alternate History Lists?

Does anyone remember the name and author of the novel about the alternative
history where the U.S. invades the Japanese mainland near the end of WWII?

Richard Edelman
The American University
Washington, DC
REDELMAN@AUVM.BITNET
REDELMAN@AUVM.AUVM.EDU

------------------------------

Date: 25 Sep 90 01:22:01 GMT
From: ecl@cbnewsj.att.com (Evelyn C. Leeper)
Subject: Re: Alternate History Lists?

REDELMAN@auvm.auvm.edu (Richard B. Edelman) writes:
> Does anyone remember the name and author of the novel about the
> alternative history where the U.S. invades the Japanese mainland near the
> end of WWII?

I didn't realize the Japanese had a mainland.

In any case, this seems insufficient to identify the book; can you tell us
more?

Evelyn C. Leeper
+1 908-957-2070
att!mtgzy!ecl
ecl@mtgzy.att.com

------------------------------

Date: 17 Sep 90 16:37:56 GMT
From: manning@gap.caltech.edu (Evan Marshall Manning)
Subject: Re: SF Humor

If you're willing to take a wider view of science fiction I strongly
recommend getting yourself a copy of "Science Made Stupid."  There's
science.  And it's fictional.  And it's stupid.

Evan M. Manning
manning@gap.cco.caltech.edu
manning@mars.jpl.nasa.gov
gleeper@tybalt.caltech.edu

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	       Books - Dickson (2 msgs) & Gibson (2 msgs) &
                       Heinlein & Lovecraft & Morrow &
                       Norman (4 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 24 Sep 90 17:52:03 GMT
From: lampson@tellabs.com (Dave Lampson)
Subject: Dickson's Childe Cycle Question

I have been reading the novels, novelettes and short stories in Gordon R.
Dickson's Childe Cycle, and now have a problem. I seem to have all the
stories in the series, except for _Soldier, Ask Not_.

Over the weekend I looked in several bookstores for it, but to no avail.  I
did look at a collection of his short stories that was released in 1988
called _Beginnings_, which includes some of his earlier work, and a short
story called _Soldier, Ask Not_. My problem is that the book called _The
Dorsai Companion_ mentions that _Soldier, Ask Not_ is a novel and the
version in _Beginnings_ is less than 60 pages. Which is right?

BTW, I think this series is one of the best I've ever read, but I haven't
seen anything discussed here about it in the past 9 months.

Thanks.

Dave 

------------------------------

Date: 25 Sep 90 06:00:18 GMT
From: bleys@tronsbox.xei.com (Bill Cavanaugh)
Subject: Dickson's Childe Cycle Question

Dave Lampson writes:
>I have been reading the novels, novelettes and short stories in Gordon R.
>Dickson's Childe Cycle, and now have a problem. I seem to have all the
>stories in the series, except for _Soldier, Ask Not_.

Correct me if I'm mistaken (I often am<grin>), but wasn't Soldier, Ask Not
rereleased as "Dorsai!" ?

Bill Cavanaugh
uunet!tronsbox!bleys

------------------------------

Date: 24 Sep 90 17:39:23 GMT
From: vehaag@crocus.uwaterloo.ca (Viktor Haag)
Subject: Re: Gibson

r1kcd@VAX1.CC.UAKRON.EDU (Karen C Davis) writes:
>>Finally survived "Neuromancer" on about the fourth attempt, and wish I
>>hadn't bothered. Are the other Gibson books any better?
>
>If you aren't one of the faithful after the opening line of _Neuromancer_,
>you probably won't like the others.

On the other hand, I thought that Count Zero was more accessible than
Neuromancer and Mona Lisa was much more accessible than either of the first
two.

Sadly enough, both book 2 and 3 lacked the sheer punch of book 1.

One of my grad courses had these three books on the reading list, and the
consensus seemed to be that you either liked Neuromancer, or you didn't.
We also found that by and large those who read it in as few sittings as
possible liked it more than those who picked it up and put it down a lot,
for reasons other than that they found it difficult to read.

Almost everyone agreed that after putting it down, coming back to it was
difficult, because it was hard to remember what was going on and at what
point in the plot, if there was one, one was.

------------------------------

Date: 24 Sep 90 23:17:07 GMT
From: mnemonic@walt.cc.utexas.edu (Mike Godwin)
Subject: Re: Gibson

vehaag@crocus.uwaterloo.ca (Viktor Haag) writes:
>Sadly enough, both book 2 and 3 lacked the sheer punch of book 1.

I don't think this was due to any decline of Gibson's talent or efforts.
(In fact, I think CZ and MLO are technically better than NEUROMANCER.)

What it is due to, it seems to me, is the fact that our sensibilities as SF
readers have been changed by NEUROMANCER, Gibson's earlier short stories,
and the work of other writers in the c-word subgenre.

Thus, the subsequent books are good, but don't have the same kind of
revolutionary impact on our sensibilities that the first did.

Mike Godwin
UT Law School
(512) 346-4190             
mnemonic@ccwf.cc.utexas.edu

------------------------------

Date: 19 Sep 90 17:56:51 GMT
From: steffen@raven.bcm.tmc.edu (David Steffen)
Subject: Re: Knowing where to end a story

GLWARNER@samford.BITNET (THE GAR) writes:
>One of my favorite Heinlein's[,]... GLORY ROAD, ... is a perfect example
>of Heinlein NOT knowing how to end a story.  Oscar has saved the princess,
>and the universe, and is sitting around being miserable in an incredible
>amount of money.  He goes back to earth, and presumably spends the rest of
>his life bored to tears!

This is one of my favorite RAH books as well (I was fortunate enough to
start out with a hardback).  I have to disagree with your criticism,
however.  My reading of the book indicates that he does NOT spend the rest
of his life bored, but finally reconnects with his ex-groom to initiate
more adventures.  Given that reading, then, it is only at that point that
the end of the book connects with the beginning, where Oscar is lamenting
US culture.  By the end of the book he has learned that he cannot be happy
in the culture he was born into, he cannot be happy in the enormous wealth
of Center, but can only be happy when engaged in an adventure.  I see the
book divided into three parts; the adventure retrieving the egg, life on
Center, life back on Earth, with each part about as long as it should be.
I admit the first of the three was the most fun to read, but I don't see
how the book could have ended there.

David Steffen
steffen@mbir.bcm.tmc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 19 Sep 90 20:56:00 GMT
From: kck@g.gp.cs.cmu.edu (Karl Kluge)
Subject: Brief notes on HPL centenial conference

Here is a brief report on the Lovecraft Centennial conference that was held
at Brown last month.  Apologies for rampant spelling errors.

The Hay Library had on display letters and sketches by HPL, including the
manuscript. of "The History of the NECRONOMICON", the map of Arkham, and a
drawing of the statue of Cthulhu from "The Call of Cthulhu".

The world premiere of BRIDE OF REANIMATOR took place to coincide with the
conference. If you liked REANIMATOR and FROM BEYOND, you'll like this film
also, and if you didn't like the earlier films, you probably won't like the
new one. A sequel to the original, loosely based on the "Herbert West"
stories, and bouncing off the classic BRIDE OF FRANKENSTEIN.

Brief notes on talks:

Donald Burleson, "Roots of Horror in New England": Identifies the
Athol/North New Salem area as Dunwich. Mentioned the Akeley cemetery in
Guileford, VT. Pointed out in the Q&A session that when the monster
directly threatens Providence, it gets decisively vanquished (unlike in
many other HPL stories).

Will Murray, "Lovecraft's Arkham Country": Original Dunwich and Arkham
located in the Swift River valley (now flooded to form the Quabin reservoir
as per "The Colour out of Space"). Arkham moved to coast in stories after
original site flooded. Innsmouth identified with Glouster (sp?) (EOD hall
is really VFW hall). As an aside, his identification of the Quabin area
with Dunwich is not original, and was made in the essay "Lovecraft and the
New England Megaliths" in THE DARK BROTHERHOOD AND OTHER PIECES, one of the
old classic Arkham house collections.

Eileen McNamera, "Lovecraft's Medical History": HPL definitely did not have
syphilis, as he was given a Wasserman test before he died.

St. Armand on Lovecraft and Borges: long paper on this, currently in print
only in Japanese. Borges wrote most of his Lovecraftian tales before he had
ever encountered HPL's writings. Compared Borges' "The Aleph" to the
Shining Trapazahedron in "Haunter of the Dark".

Robert Price, "The Cthulhu Mythos": Partially rehabilitated Derleth's view
of Mythos, pointing out that while CM dieties don't seem to be elementals
per se, they clearly do stand for elemental environments, and that the Good
vs.  Evil critter aspect is found in "At the Mountains of Madness" and "The
Shadow Out of Time".

There was a very nice conference program which included a map and walking
tour of Lovecraft settings in Providence (the Shunned House, the house
Charles Dexter Ward lived in, etc.), and essays on the Cthulhu Mythos, the
NECRONOMICON, HPL's fictional New England settings, an interview with
Robert Bloch, an article by Ramsey Cambell, and several others that I don't
recall.

Karl Kluge
kck@g.cs.cmu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 24 Sep 90 17:18:30 GMT
From: ecl@cbnewsj.att.com (Evelyn C. Leeper)
Subject: AUTHOR'S CHOICE MONTHLY 8: James Morrow

		  AUTHOR'S CHOICE MONTHLY 8: James Morrow
			      Pulphouse, 1990
		     A book review by Evelyn C. Leeper

   Pulphouse Publishing is issuing a series of "Author's Choice" books--
stories selected by the author rather than by an editor.  This slim volume
contains seven of Morrow's short stories, including one never before
published ("Bible Stories for Adults, No. 20: The Tower").  The other six
are "The Assemblage of Kristin," "Bible Stories for Adults, No. 17: The
Deluge," "The Eye That Never Blinks," "The Confessions of Ebenezer
Scrooge," "Bible Stories for Adults, No. 31: The Covenant," and "Spelling
God with the Wrong Blocks"; there is also an introduction by Morrow.

   What the stories have in common (besides being selected by Morrow) is
that they are all religious in nature (some might say irreligious).  Of
course, this is true of much of Morrow's writing, and certainly of his
latest novel, ONLY BEGOTTEN DAUGHTER.  Still, the trend is not so obvious
until one sees the pieces collected in one volume.  Morrow may question the
traditional religions, and certainly his "Bible Stories for Adults" do
that, but his works also display a more deeply religious tone than do many
whose religion is more conventional.

   This is not to say there aren't logical problems in some of the stories.
In "Bible Stories for Adults, No. 31: The Covenant," Morrow postulates an
alternate world in which Moses couldn't get a replacement set of tablets
for the ones he smashed on the golden calf, so the world proceeded with the
Ten Commandments.  Morrow then sets up a scenario where the tablets are
reconstructed by one computer, but another computer claims that these
commandments will be mis-interpreted to lead to, well, our world.  For
example, "Thou shalt not kill" will be interpreted to first say, "Thou
shalt not kill unnecessarily" and so on until it eventually leads to a
weapons race, to which the first asks "What are weapons?"  Morrow overlooks
that many civilizations who had never heard of the Ten Commandments seem to
have had weapons (and weapons races).  (And also that the original Hebrew
of the commandment is better translated "murder" than "kill," which means
the "unnecessarily" is already there.)

   But perhaps in the context of these stories this is an unreasonable
quibble.  And the story I picked is the one with the largest holes in it.
Though he plans some day to produce an entire book of "Bible Stories for
Adults," don't wait - buy this now.  (For those of you interested in the
physical look and feel of a book as well as it's contents, I recommend
Pulphouse books; they have a wonderful parchment-like cover and
cream-colored pages which are a joy to hold as well as to read.  And the
cost is the same as your usual cheapy paperback.  Your local bookstore
almost definitely won't carry this, and there is no ISBN, so you can order
direct from Pulphouse Publishing, P. O. Box 1227, Eugene OR 97440.)

Evelyn C. Leeper
+1 908-957-2070
att!mtgzy!ecl
ecl@mtgzy.att.com
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Date: 18 Sep 90 17:01:10 GMT
From: afbst@unix.cis.pitt.edu (Audrey F Bancroft)
Subject: Re: John Norman's "Gor" series.

I really enjoyed the first few books in this series; unfortunately I also
got my dad to start reading them.  I enjoyed the way Norman took a special
population (American Indians, Eskimos, Vikings, etc) and wrote about them.

I also skipped the bits, and then paragraphs, and then PAGES, where he
would go on and on about women's place as abject slaves, who could only
find happiness in male dominance. I found I was literally skipping pages at
a time, and finally stopped reading them.

Unfortunately, my dad really liked them.  Do we get extra credit for
corrupting our parents?

In the video store the other day, I saw, believe it or not, "Outlaw of
Gor"!  It seems to be the second Gor movie, based on the back of the box.

afbst@unix.cis.pitt.edu

------------------------------

Date: 19 Sep 90 04:49:28 GMT
From: ee5391aa@hydra.unm.edu (Duke McMullan n5gax)
Subject: Re: John Norman's "Gor" series.

John_Lagrue.WGC-E@rx.xerox.COM writes:
>Any more "Gor" stories? I hope not! The guy writes (In the opinion of very
>many people - not just me) some of the most appallingly mysogonistic
>rubbish ever printed. His basic tenet the women are only truly free when
>enslaved to a man is beyond the pale, and he should not be given any
>encouragement to produce more of this perversion.  Does anyone truly
>believe that this kind of garbage will do anything other than lead the
>sick minded to try to put his ideas into practice?

Well, sure. This kind of garbage will line "John Norman's" pocket with lots
of the filthy lucre. I don't know how well those books sell (I make it a
point to either borrow the stuff, or purchase it from a used book dealer.),
but I do see them on the stands constantly, and new ones keep coming out.

It's an interesting phenomenon: The books get thicker, and I find I can
"read" 'em faster and faster by skipping the tedious parts. It's pretty
obvious which parts are tedious - the "philosophical" parts.

I decline to become involved in the discussion/squabble regarding whether
or not the author "believes" this stuff.  I don't care enough to put out
the necessary effort to convince myself one way or the other. In any event,
it's academic: if it sells, he'll produce it. Castigate him for producing
it, if you wish, but if he didn't, others would and do. It's a vague
parallel of the US drug problem - the producers (pornographers or junkies;
take your pick) can only make money because it's what the consumers want,
and said consumers are willing to pay for it.

At that point the analogy falls apart. Pornography (on Gor or anywhere
else) doesn't exhibit the property of violently disrupting people's lives
the way drugs do. Yes, there's some correlation between porn and actual
violence, but the correlation isn't very great, and the exact _causal_
connection depends on which side of this political fence you sit. Most
people can handle it.

Besides, some people enjoy this sort of stuff to the point of actually
enacting it. You know, B&D. Depending on what sort of "toys" you employ, I
grant there's an element of danger, but most people seem to be able to use
sufficient care that no one gets hurt. Again, you can always find
exceptions, but so what? They're few, VERY few, if available statistics are
reliable.  Driving a car is a damn sight _more_ dangerous.

I guess I scan these things hoping for moments like I've found in some of
the earlier Gor novels: things like the assault on Ar, of the attack of the
men of Torvaldsland against the Others (actually, the buildup immediately
before the battle was better than the battle), of Tarl Cabot's
single-handed attack against the men of Cos who had captured Marlenus, of
the love-war combat between Kamchak and Kamras, Cabot's first meeting with
the Ubars of the Wagon Peoples... it's great stuff, if your taste is thusly
shaped.  Of late, I've been consistently disappointed. When the
disappointment gets excessive, I reread such scenes as the tarn race in the
Stadium of Tarns where Cabot was riding under the nom de tarn of Gladius of
Cos, or see again the amazement in the eyes of the Rune-Priest when he
realized that Ivar Forkbeard was alive. I also read lots of other authors.

Yeah, when John Norman gets away from the girls, he can spin a good yarn.
He's not consistent about it, but still, I try to glean the best parts, and
let the dross go down the drain. It's Sturgeon's Law, all over again.

Duke McMullan
ee5391aa@hydra.unm.edu

------------------------------

Date: 19 Sep 90 21:24:52 GMT
From: chuq@apple.com (The Wandering Phew)
Subject: Re: Mor Gor

HOLZMAN@FNPW02.FNAL.GOV writes:
>People seem to still buy his books.  This is all the encouragement he
>needs to write more books, and all the encouragement Tor Books needs to
>publish them.

DAW. Not Tor. My friends at Tor would hate seeing Gor attributed to them.
(My friends at DAW just try to avoid thinking about it. They're not proud
of Gor but it's profitable. Should publishers censor something readers
want to read?)

Chuq Von Rospach
chuq@apple.com

------------------------------

Date: 20 Sep 90 17:41:44 GMT
From: west@turing.toronto.edu (Tom West)
Subject: Re: John Norman's "Gor" series.

Michael Meissner writes:
>I seem to recall one editor being quoted a few years ago that the proceeds
>from Gor was supporting the rest of the division, and allowed him/her/it
>to publish other books that might not have gotten published if they had to
>break even.

  I believe the quote was John Norman is the engine that pulls the DAW
train.  However, it is interesting to note that while Donald Wollheim
obviously thought so, as soon as Betsy and Sheila took over, they ditched
Norman, started putting out decent covers and have been taking DAW to new
heights ever since.  (Notice there haven't been any Norman books for a
while.)  You can even get a Tanith Lee book without some ridiculous half
naked women on the cover!  Mr. Wollheim might have been right about the
necessity of appealing to 15 year olds at one point, but that point
disappeared about 10 years ago at least, and probably more like 15 or 20.
It is a pity it took serious ill health on Donald Wollheim's part for DAW
to improve its line and its sales.

Tom West

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Today's Topics:

		Books - Benford (3 msgs) & Blish (3 msgs) &
                        Gerrold & Hazel & King & Lewis &
                        Cordwainer Smith (3 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 21 Sep 90 15:17:08 GMT
From: paulb@minster.york.ac.uk
Subject: Re: Gregory Benford (was: Great <s)

J_DELANO@unhh.BITNET writes:
>In the Ocean of Night was one of the two worst SF books I ever read (the
>other being Not in Our Stars, by Jefferson P Swycaffer).  Across the Sea
>on Suns was a little better, but not by much.  I haven't read the rest,
>but the two I read have almost convinced me not to read any more Benford.

Sorry, but I just had to reply to this posting.  I consider Gregory Benford
to be by far the best science fiction author I've ever read.  For those
into _hard_ science fiction (in the best sense of the word), no one can
touch him.

The best two Benford novels (IMHO, of course) are _Timescape_ and
_Artifact_, both set in (or near) the present.  The distinguishing feature
of both these books is that they both have research scientists as their
main characters, and these people _really_ act like research scientists.
Not the back room boffins or mad professors that most science fiction seems
so fond of.  Benford takes our current understanding of physics (which he
should be in a good position to know) and stretches it just far enough to
allow the story to take place.  No other author I know of can suspend my
disbelief so well (although I can imagine that someone without an interest,
or any training, in physics would not regard this as so important as I do).

_In_the_Ocean_of_Night_ is, unfortunately, one of GBs more disappointing
books, although the sequel _Across_the_Sea_of_Suns_ is far better.  The
other two books in this "series" aren't really comparable, as they're set
quite a number of thousands of years after the first two.  The style is
considerably different, as is the setting.  I would recommend both highly.

The only real problem with Benford is that he hasn't written anything like
enough :-)

Paul Butcher
Dept. of Computer Science
University of York      
York  YO1 5DD  England    
(0904) 432760
+44 904 432760
JANET: paulb@uk.ac.york.minster
UUNET: ..!uunet!mcsun!ukc!minster!paulb
ARPA:  paulb%york.minster@nsfnet-relay.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 24 Sep 90 22:08:45 GMT
From: cet1@cl.cam.ac.uk (C.E. Thompson)
Subject: Re: Gregory Benford (was: Great <s)

paulb@minster.york.ac.uk writes:
>Sorry, but I just had to reply to this posting.  I consider Gregory
>Benford to be by far the best science fiction author I've ever read.  For
>those into _hard_ science fiction (in the best sense of the word), no one
>can touch him.

I am inclined to sympathise with that point of view.

>The best two Benford novels (IMHO, of course) are _Timescape_ and
>_Artifact_, both set in (or near) the present.

But not with this one! "Timescape" is good, of course, and I would be
prepared to concede that my reservations about it are idiosyncratic.  But
"Artifact" was an awful piece of hacking, IMHO. The physics involved has
its amusing points, but the story-line was terrible. Maybe the US
supremacist line put me off? But I distinctly recall hoping that he would
manage to kill off both the female and the male lead characters, as the
world would clearly be a better place as a result. No such luck.

I think my favourite Benford novel (as opposed to short story; there are
many good ones) is "Against Infinity". Anyone care to disagree violently?

Chris Thompson
JANET:    cet1@uk.ac.cam.phx
Internet: cet1%phx.cam.ac.uk@nsfnet-relay.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 25 Sep 90 04:55:40 GMT
From: msf@wren.cs.rmit.oz.au (Michael Fuller)
Subject: Re: Gregory Benford (was: Great <s)

cet1@cl.cam.ac.uk (C.E. Thompson) writes:
>I think my favourite Benford novel (as opposed to short story; there are
>many good ones) is "Against Infinity". Anyone care to disagree violently?

   Coincidentally enough, I just read "Against Infinity" last night.
Although it starts off well enough, it falls in an appalling heap ater the
first section. Was, perchance, this a short story expanded to novel (well,
novella) length? Benford *does* capture the idea of a pioneering frontier
world well, along with giving a good impression of an environment which is
alien, but character-wise, sheeeesh! after that first part is finished!
"Against Infinity" is a wonderful vignette with ballast tied on the end.

Michael Fuller
msf@wren.cs.rmit.OZ.AU

------------------------------

Date: 19 Sep 90 00:57:00 GMT
From: J_DELANO@unhh.bitnet
Subject: The Devil's Day (spoilers)

   A few questions about Blish's _The Devil's Day_:
   Why in the WORLD did Jack Ginsberg follow Baines into the desert?
   From the end, I take it to mean that God left the battle between Earth
and Hell to itself, and so, since throne was vacant, someone had to take
it.  Therefore, since Satan was the only one powerful enough, he was
compelled to.  But,since he didn't want it, he left it, and God came back.
So all was returned (roughly) to normal.
   What do the following lines from the end mean?
      FATHER DOMENICO: I think...
      BAINES: I believe...
      WARE: I hope...
      GINSBERG: I....love.
   I took these lines to be their general outlook on life.  Father Domenico
thinks; he's a scholar.  Baines, who has no proof for anything, believes
blindly.  Ware, to which faith is everything, hopes, and Ginsberg, a lech,
loves (althogh, can he be capable of love?)
   Can anyone lead me out of this present darkness?

------------------------------

Date: 19 Sep 90 02:38:22 GMT
From: mss2@ellis.uchicago.edu (Michael S. Schiffer)
Subject: Re: The Devil's Day (spoilers)

J_DELANO@unhh.BITNET writes:

>   A few questions about Blish's _The Devil's Day_:
>   Why in the WORLD did Jack Ginsberg follow Baines into the desert?
>   From the end, I take it to mean that God left the battle between Earth
>and Hell to itself, and so, since throne was vacant, someone had to take
>it.  Therefore, since Satan was the only one powerful enough, he was
>compelled to.  But,since he didn't want it, he left it, and God came back.
>So all was returned (roughly) to normal.

No.  Essentially, what happened was the fulfillment of a quote, the
attribution of which I can't recall at the moment: "If Satan were to
supplant God he would find it necessary to assume some of the attributes of
divinity."  Basically, having taken the throne of God, Satan realized that
evil is not a thing in itself, but a negation.  For evil to exist, there
had to be good for it to rebel against, and since humanity is not capable
of being that absolute good, Satan had to take up the burden.

>   What do the following lines from the end mean?
>      FATHER DOMENICO: I think...
>      BAINES: I believe...
>      WARE: I hope...
>      GINSBERG: I....love.
>   I took these lines to be their general outlook on life.  Father
>Domenico thinks; he's a scholar.  Baines, who has no proof for anything,
>believes blindly.  Ware, to which faith is everything, hopes, and
>Ginsberg, a lech, loves (althogh, can he be capable of love?)

I'm sorry, but you have it backwards.  Throughout the book, each character
showed himself to manifest one "Satanic" attribute strongly.  Father
Domenico _didn't_ think - he accepted that white magic could exist despite
the inherent contradictions, blindly assumed that God would prevent or
ameliorate Armageddon, etc.  To wit, ignorance.  Bains was a pragmatist.
He had no faith in anything but himself.  Ware supposed that he was beyond
salvation because of his dealings with the dark powers: despair.  Ginsberg
perverted love in his pusuit of loveless sex.

At the end, because of their experiences, they've "learned better".  (Note
that their words could also be interpreted as simply beginning the next
sentence each was going to say, with the possible exception of Ginsberg.)

Definitely read the other books in the "trilogy" if you haven't already.
_Doctor Mirabilis_, a fictionalized biography of Roger Bacon, can be hard
to find, but if you have access to a university library, check there.  _A
Case of Conscience_, about a Jesuit priest faced with apparent proof of one
of the oldest heresies in Catholic history, on a planet fifty light years
from Earth, should be available at just about any good used bookstore and
many libraries.  It's a trilogy of theme only, but seeing the themes
treated in different ways helps make them clearer.

Mike
Mike_Schiffer@ub.cc.umich.edu

------------------------------

Date: 19 Sep 90 12:03:21 GMT
From: firth@sei.cmu.edu (Robert Firth)
Subject: Re: The Devil's Day (spoilers)

J_DELANO@unhh.BITNET writes:
>   A few questions about Blish's _The Devil's Day_:

The original titles were 'Black Easter' and 'The Day after Judgement', I
think.

>   What do the following lines from the end mean?
>      FATHER DOMENICO: I think...
>      BAINES: I believe...
>      WARE: I hope...
>      GINSBERG: I....love.
>   Can anyone lead me out of this present darkness?

My conjecture is that your last question is very close to the answer -
you're quoting Ephesians vi:12, and I think Blish is alluding to I
Corinthians xiii.

------------------------------

Date: 18 Sep 90 04:32:27 GMT
From: twells@eecs.cs.pdx.edu (Tabor Wells)
Subject: Re: David Gerrold "War of the Chtorrs"

beede@sctc.com (Mike Beede) writes:
[My own and some stuff from Bobbie deleted]
>Did you read the new one (ARFR)?  I thought it was a huge ripoff.  It had
>nothing to do with the series to that point, except it used (some of) the
>same characters.  The material that bore any relation to the earlier books
>could've been a couple chapters at the start of a real third volume.

I have to disagree with you there. The book was very definitely a part of
the "War with the Chtorr" series. Just because it isn't so much a "shoot &
burn" novel like the first two doesn't mean it has nothing to do with the
previous books. ARFR takes a look at the war from another standpoint. It is
more a psychological novel than an action novel. It looks more into
question of sentience of the Chtorr, Communication between human and
chtorr, and how the planet is surviving after the devastation of the
Plagues. Granted that the Modie stuff was a bit odd, it still is an
interesting perspective on survival (albeit a bit farfetched). As a matter
of fact it bore a direct resemblance to the Whitlaw class scenes in the
first book. I think that ARFR, if nothing else, gives us insight into the
other side and prepares us for book four.

>I guess that if you don't have the faintest idea how to tie up the tangled
>threads, you punt for a volume (top that for mixed metaphors!).  If I want
>a totally unrelated book, I wouldn't buy one listed as the third in a
>series (in fact, I usually wouldn't.  I just liked the first two and
>mostly was curious as to what was really supposed to be happening).

I think this tied up several loose threds from the second book (and even
the first one as well). They were mostly biological questions that were
unresolved like communication, reproduction, and general questions about
the Chtorran ecology.

>A shame from an author who A) I liked quite a lot and B) probably has
>enough money he doesn't need to aid a publisher to suck more out of me.

I think you are probably wrong about the amount of money that David Gerrold
has made from the WOTC series. After all they never were on the NY Times
best seller list. And they never were released in hardback (authors make
the most money from the commisions from hardback sales). A 4.95 paperback
doesn't make much money for the author or the publisher. They are not
sucking any money out of you (well not much anyway). Go to a library.
Nobody said you had to by the books. Check it out from a library and save
yourself the money.

Tabor Wells
twells@eecs.cs.pdx.edu

------------------------------

Date: 18 Sep 90 18:56:53 GMT
From: vehaag@crocus.uwaterloo.ca (Viktor Haag)
Subject: Re: Fantasy Author List

Has anyone out there heard/read anything about Paul Hazel?  He published a
trilogy a while back (when trilogies were all the rage).

I read the first book, and thought it was pretty good, but I have never
heard his name mentioned, or his name posted on a 'try this' list.

Has anyone ever read his stuff?

------------------------------

Date: 23 Sep 90 19:22:37 GMT
From: hopi@scicom.alphacdc.com (Hopi Star Lord)
Subject: new book....

Sorry, that new book by Stephen King is not called _After Midnight_ but
_Four Past Midnight_. I still want to know what it is about though, and if
it is good. =8^)

hopi@scicom.alphacdc.com

------------------------------

Date: 22 Sep 90 13:37:20 GMT
From: John.Darnell@nss.fidonet.org (John Darnell)
Subject: Re: Till We Have Faces

> A few months ago, someone (I don't remember who, for sure) recommended
> the C.S. Lewis book _Till We Have Faces_ as one of his best book. I have
> finally got around to purchasing it, and I would like to second the
> recommendation. As the original poster said, it has none of the
> heavy-handed Christian symbolism of most of C.S.  Lewis' fantasy and
> science fiction.

I'm not sure what the term "heavy-handed" is supposed to mean, but I have
read TWHF twice, now, and marvel at how CSL was able to take a pagan myth
and dress it up in the concepts of Christian theology.  There is the
sacrifice for atonements of sins wherein the sacrifice must be pure.  There
is the Bride scene where it turns out that Psyche is married to, um, ok no
spoilers, but you get my gist I hope.  Certainly the last line in the book
would convince you of CSL's purpose for writing the book?

There is also Orual's reading of her book in part 2 wherein she is answered
by the gods.  What is that if not a metaphor for the failure of humankind
as a whole, and individual humans by themselves to accept responsibility
for their twistedness?  Blaming God or the gods for the evil we have of our
own efforts created is a major theme of The Apocalypse.

As to its fitness for reading, I agree wholeheartedly that the book is a
gem.  Regardless of religious persuasion (or lack thereof) TWHF is a
thoughtful, well written book which engages the reader with its depth and
character.  Persons who shy away from religious readings can enjoy this
book if they view it as a story which explores the psychology of denial of
responsibility.  Lewis was big on that issue.

One last note.  I have read somewhere that Lewis considered TWHF to be his
best work.  It is, and it is well worth reading.

John Darnell
UUCP: ...!pitt!nss!John.Darnell
INTERNET: John.Darnell@nss.FIDONET.ORG

------------------------------

Date: 20 Sep 90 01:38:00 GMT
From: J_DELANO@unhh.bitnet
Subject: Cordwainer Smith

   That other collection you can't think of, and that no one ever mentions,
is "Space Lords".  I hope it has "The Ballad of Lost C'Mell", "the Lady Who
Sailed the Soul," and others, because the short stories in "The
Instrumentality of Mankind" weren't so great, and I heard that the above
ones were.
   I did read "Scanners live in vain" in one of Asimov's collections, and I
thought it was really cool.  Despite the fact that it contradicts all we
know about space, it was written some time in the forties and they knew
nothing about space.  The psychology he brings up is horrific.

------------------------------

Date: 21 Sep 90 15:34:56 GMT
From: purtill@morley.rutgers.edu (Mark Purtill)
Subject: Re: Cordwainer Smith

J_DELANO@unhh.BITNET writes:
>   That other collection you can't think of, and that no one ever
>mentions, is "Space Lords".  I hope it has "The Ballad of Lost C'Mell",
>"the Lady Who Sailed the Soul," and others, because the short stories in
>"The Instrumentality of Mankind" weren't so great, and I heard that the
>above ones were.

   Those stories are in "The Best of Cordwainer Smith" (and indeed are
great).  "The Instrumentality of Mankind" is really "The Worst of
Cordwainer Smith", since all the best stories are in "The Best..." (oddly
enough).  Still, his worst is a lot better than most peoples best.
   I think there are only two Cordwainer Smith stories not in one of the
Best, the Instrumentality, Norstrallia and the Casher Oneill book.  One is
called something like "Down to a Sunless Sea" and is in an issue of F&SF,
and the other will appear in "Last Dangerous Visions" "real soon now".  No
doubt I'll be corrected if this is wrong.

Mark Purtill
P.O. Box 1179
Rutgers Univ.
Piscataway, NJ 08855
purtill@dimacs.rutgers.edu

------------------------------

Date: 23 Sep 90 11:13:24 GMT
From: tgg@otter.hpl.hp.com (Tom Gardner)
Subject: Re: Cordwainer Smith

>I think there are only two Cordwainer Smith stories not in one of the
>Best, the Insturmentality, Norstrallia and the Casher Oneill book.  One is
>called something like "Down to a Sunless Sea" and is in an issue of F&SF,
>and the other will appear in "Last Dangerous Visions" "real soon now".  No
>doubt I'll be corrected if this is wrong.

"Down to a Sunless Sea" was completed by Genevieve Linebarger (his wife)
after his death. It has appeared in F&SF Oct '75 and in Terry Carr's
anthology of the best of 1975's short stories.

As to when "Last Dangerous Visions" is appearing, I suggest you ask the
other Cordwainer (i.e. Bird).

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Today's Topics:

	  Television - Star Trek: The Next Generation (2 msgs) &
                       The Sci-fi Channel & The Flash (13 msgs) &
                       Vulcan's vs. Elves (6 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 12 Sep 90 01:27:46 GMT
From: U20190@uicvm.uic.edu ("The Black Adder  ")
Subject: TNG Writer's Guide?

   Way back when ST:TNG first premiered, I heard some discussion in this
digest about a Writer's Guide for "Next Generation". Does such a thing
exist?  If so, how and where can I get a copy?

------------------------------

Date: 17 Sep 90 16:43:40 GMT
From: rhanschk@uhasun.hartford.edu (Ruth Hanschka)
Subject: re: Star Trek, The Next Generation

   The season opener will be uplinked on September 22-23.  The episode will
be aired somewhere between 24-30 September, depending on where you are,and
when you local station airs ST:TNG.

Ruth

------------------------------

Date: 25 Sep 90 18:18:58 GMT
From: phred!brianp@pilchuck.data-io.com (brian parkhurst)
Subject: The Sci-fi channel

Just a note to let interested people know that I read in the latest issue
of Satillite T.V. News that the Sci-Fi network/channel has pushed its start
date to February 1991 (from December 1990).  The article also states that
they have acquired some Doctor Who episodes, and that Gene Roddenberry is
developing something new for them.  All we can do is wait.

------------------------------

Date: 17 Sep 90 14:49:28 GMT
From: rtravsky@outlaw.uwyo.edu (Richard W Travsky)
Subject: The Flash

I see where they've positioned The Flash opposite the Cosby Show and The
Simpsons.  I predict a speedy demise of the Flash.  (ooh, did I really say
that?)

Richard Travsky
Division of Information Technology     
University of Wyoming
Bitnet:   RTRAVSKY@UWYO
Internet: RTRAVSKY@CORRAL.UWYO.EDU

------------------------------

Date: 17 Sep 90 19:10:49 GMT
From: mathews@cs.buffalo.edu (Ryan D Mathews)
Subject: Re: The Flash

rtravsky@OUTLAW.UWYO.EDU (Richard W Travsky) writes:
> I see where they've positioned The Flash opposite the Cosby Show and The
> Simpsons.  I predict a speedy demise of the Flash.  (ooh, did I really
> say that?)

I doubt it. For one, the show will most likely be aired from 8:30-9:30 once
it gets to regular episodes. For another, it's one hell of an expensive
show. You pay that much for a television program, you want to make sure
people watch it.

Ryan Mathews
Internet: mathews@cs.buffalo.edu
Bitnet: mathews@sunybcs
UUCP:{cornell,decwrl,harvard,rutgers,ucbvax,uunet}!cs.buffalo.edu!mathews

------------------------------

Date: 19 Sep 90 06:59:14 GMT
From: SIMMONS@ucf1vm.cc.ucf.edu (Tad Simmons)
Subject: Re: The Flash

rtravsky@OUTLAW.UWYO.EDU (Richard W Travsky) says:
>I see where they've positioned The Flash opposite the Cosby Show and The
>Simpsons.  I predict a speedy demise of the Flash.  (ooh, did I really say
>that?)

  Depends on how you look at it.  With the success of shows like Quantum
Leap and ST:TNG we (yeah, you know, US, the alternate reality people) can
keep a show going.  Besides I'm sure there are numerous people out there
who can't stand either Cosby (that much familial bliss is sickening) or the
Simpson's (as a family much better, I just hate the artwork and I've never
really cared for Groening(sp?).  But, it IS a prime time cartoon!) and are
willing to stay home and watch TV if there is something on.  I personally
think that CBS was making a serious attempt to reach a totally different
group than the Cosbians.  And they are willing to put up the money to make
a serious attempt at a special effects dependent show like the Flash must
be.  (You can throw a lot of money at something and still have it come out
badly, but it WILL be impressive.  ;-)

Tad Simmons
University of Central Florida
Orlando, Florida
SIMMONS@UCF1VM.BITNET
SIMMONS@UCF1VM.CC.UCF.EDU

------------------------------

Date: 21 Sep 90 01:53:41 GMT
From: rhanschk@uhasun.hartford.edu (Ruth Hanschka)
Subject: FLASH!

   This thing is hysterical!  A few good lines here and there, and some
cool F/X.  Lots of comic book shtick everywhere!  The great part is that
the hero <of bulging muscles, and even a few brains> used to play a doctor
on a soap opera.  And Amanda Pays of Max Headroom is back playing a female
scientist.  Holy shades of Yesteryear, Batman!

Ruth

------------------------------

Date: 21 Sep 90 13:00:14 GMT
From: kuchar@buast7.bu.edu (Tom Kuchar)
Subject: Re: The Flash

I liked the way it poked fun at last years `Batman' movie:

Flash: You created me, you killed ny brother!
Villian: I killed a lot of people's brothers.

(sound familiar?)

And the `flash' of electricity in front of the moon had me rolling on the
floor.

Tom Kuchar
Department of Astronomy
Boston Univerity
kuchar@buast7.bu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 21 Sep 90 08:49:45 GMT
From: pdb059@ipl.jpl.nasa.gov (Paul Bartholomew)
Subject: Re: FLASH!

>    This thing is hysterical!  A few good lines here and there, and some
> cool F/X.  Lots of comic book shtick everywhere!  The great part is that
> the hero <of bulging muscles, and even a few brains> used to play a
> doctor on a soap opera.  And Amanda Pays of Max Headroom is back playing
> a female scientist.  Holy shades of Yesteryear, Batman!

Interesting last line, particularly in light of the fact that they
attempted to capitalize on the Batman mythos in this show.  Everyone, of
course, caught the line, "You made me", didn't you?

Paul Bartholomew
pdb059@ipl.jpl.nasa.gov

------------------------------

Date: 21 Sep 90 16:42:59 GMT
From: jbb@mvaxcs1.cse.nau.edu (Jon Bonnell)
Subject: Re: FLASH!

rhanschk@UHASUN.HARTFORD.EDU (Ruth Hanschka) writes:
>This thing is hysterical!  A few good lines here and there, and some cool
>F/X.  Lots of comic book shtick everywhere!  The great part is that the
>hero <of bulging muscles, and even a few brains> used to play a doctor on
>a soap opera.  And Amanda Pays of Max Headroom is back playing a female
>scientist.  Holy shades of Yesteryear, Batman!

I knew this discussion would come up quick.  One questions, Amanda Pays had
a husband that died.  I never saw the final episode (two hour movie) but
was she speaking of David Banner (McGee at the time) of the Hulk fame, from
the two hour film where they finally killed off the hulk?
 
Long question, heheh but it had to be asked.

Jon Bonnell
jbb@mvaxcs1.cse.nau.edu

------------------------------

Date: 21 Sep 90 16:41:37 GMT
From: jmann@angmar.sw.stratus.com (Jim Mann)
Subject: Re: FLASH!

>Interesting last line, particularly in light of the fact that they
>attempted to capitalize on the Batman mythos in this show.  Everyone, of
>course, caught the line, "You made me", didn't you?

Yep. I thought it was one of the few really bad moments in an otherwise
reasonable show.

I'll be interested in seeing how this turns out. I haven't read comics in
years, but I remember that the best thing about the Flash was not the Flash
but the super villains who fought him. The Flash had the best villains in
the DC universe. I hope the show brings in some of these.
                 
Jim Mann
Stratus Computer
jmann@es.stratus.com

------------------------------

Date: 21 Sep 90 18:35:11 GMT
From: mathews@cs.buffalo.edu (Ryan D Mathews)
Subject: Re: FLASH!

jmann@angmar.sw.stratus.com (Jim Mann) writes:
> I remember that the best thing about the Flash was not the Flash but the
> super villains who fought him. The Flash had the best villains in the DC
> universe. I hope the show brings in some of these.

According to the Comic Shop News, if the series makes it through the year,
there will be six super-villain episodes, plus one at the end of the year
in which they all get loose and gang up on the Flash.

Ryan Mathews
Internet: mathews@cs.buffalo.edu
Bitnet: mathews@sunybcs
UUCP:{cornell,decwrl,harvard,rutgers,ucbvax,uunet}!cs.buffalo.edu!mathews

------------------------------

Date: 21 Sep 90 19:54:57 GMT
From: rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu (R o d Johnson)
Subject: Re: FLASH!

jbb@mvaxcs1.cse.nau.edu (Jon Bonnell) writes:
>I knew this discussion would come up quick.  One questions, Amanda Pays
>had a husband that died.  I never saw the final episode (two hour movie)
>but was she speaking of David Banner (McGee at the time) of the Hulk fame,
>from the two hour film where they finally killed off the hulk?

You lost me here.  Was there some plot in the Hulk wherein Banner was a
scientist at Star Labs, was pressured by the government to try out his
research on human subjects, injected himself, and died?  I don't see any
connection between any Hulk (a Marvel character) storyline and the Flash
(DC).  Are you kidding, or do you think they were satirically referring to
the Hulk, or what?  (I didn't watch the TV Hulk much, it was too painful so
I may have missed something there, but I just can't see any relation.)
(Was "David" (feh) Banner calling himself McGee at some point?)

Rod Johnson
rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu

------------------------------

Date: 21 Sep 90 19:15:08 GMT
From: klh@cbnewsk.att.com (kenneth.l.hinds)
Subject: Re: The Flash

person@plains.NoDak.edu (Brett G. Person) writes:
> I just saw it.  Looked pretty good.  We'll have to wait and see what the
> rest of the shows look like.

So did I. The story was okay.  Nothing great.

Special Effects where the most attractive part of the show, IMHO.

The FLASH's costume was a little over-done as far as trying to
add a massive physic to the character. More so, than what they
did to Michael Keaton in BATMAN, to the point of silliness.

I'm hoping to see a little better story line but, I'm not holding my
breath.  B-)

Kenneth Hinds
AT&T Bell Labs
Holmdel,NJ
...!att!mink!klh
klh@mink.att.com

------------------------------

Date: 22 Sep 90 01:57:30 GMT
From: jbb@mvaxcs1.cse.nau.edu (Jon Bonnell)
Subject: Re: FLASH!

rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu (R o d Johnson) writes:
> jbb@mvaxcs1.cse.nau.edu (Jon Bonnell) writes:
>You lost me here.  Was there some plot in the Hulk wherein Banner was a
>scientist at Star Labs, was pressured by the government to try out his
>research on human subjects, injected himself, and died?  I don't see any
>connection between any Hulk (a Marvel character) storyline and the Flash
>(DC).  Are you kidding, or do you think they were satirically referring to
>the Hulk, or what?  (I didn't watch the TV Hulk much, it was too
>painful so I may have missed something there, but I just can't see any
>relation.)  (Was "David" (feh) Banner calling himself McGee at some
>point?)

I don't know.  I never saw the final two hour movie when they killed the
Hulk off.  I don't know if the two coincided.  I'm not saying that they did
and I know that one character is Marvel and one is DC but BOTH shows were
CBS productions.

I was just wondering if they tried to incorporate a link.
 
While on the subject of comic book shows, does anyone know if they are
going to release DareDevil?  He was one of the great guest heroes on the
Hulk movies and I would love to see it.

Also, what's happened to Cap?  Captain America keeps getting its release
date pushed back?  Is it coming out or what?

Also, (love the continuation huh?) what about the other projects that were
leaked (both film and TV) are any of those going to come about?  (Some of
them were: Iron Man, new Wonder Woman, Wolverine, Green Arrow)

Jon Bonnell
jbb@mvaxcs1.cse.nau.edu

------------------------------

Date: 23 Sep 90 15:36:00 GMT
From: mcgp1!brat!donn@thalatta.com (Donn Pedro)
Subject: Re: The Flash

person@plains.NoDak.edu (Brett G. Person) writes:
> I just saw it.  Looked pretty good.  We'll have to wait and see what the
> rest of the shows look like.

One complaint/point/suggestion.

Show the effects of speed from the Flash's point of view.  As I recall he
lives in a speeded up world.  Why don't they show him moving at his
"normal" speed in a drastically slowed down world?

Donn F Pedro
uunet!nwnexus!mcgp1!brat!donn

------------------------------

Date: 18 Sep 90 16:12:20 GMT
From: YOURAA%morekypr@pucc.princeton.edu
Subject: Roddenberry and Tolkien

Does anyone know if Gene Roddenberry was influenced by Tolkien?
Consider the similarities between Vulcans and Elves.

   1)  Far longer lifespans than humans
   2)  Physical perfection
   3)  Tendencies towards what humans would call mysticism
   4)  Nonhuman patterns of thought  "Ask not the Elves for advice, for
       they will tell ye both yea and nay"/Vulcan logic, codes of behavior
   5)  No facial hair
   6)  Unusual patterns of procreation (the relative infertility of the
       Elves/Pon Farr among Vulcans
   7)  And, of course, the kicker:  pointy ears

   I know that there are bigger Tolkien fans and Trekkies out there than
myself who might be able to shed some light on these things that occurred
to me late one night when I couldn't sleep, so...

Al Yourkonis
YOURAA@MOREKYPR.BITNET

------------------------------

Date: 18 Sep 90 21:30:13 GMT
From: elle@ellis.uchicago.edu (Ellen Keyne Seebacher)
Subject: Re: Roddenberry and Tolkien

Al Yourkonis (youraa%morekypr.bitnet@pucc.princeton.edu) writes:
>Does anyone know if Gene Roddenberry was influenced by Tolkien?
>Consider the similarities between Vulcans and Elves....
[features which Elves and Vulcans share with other mythological races
deleted] 

>   7)  And, of course, the kicker:  pointy ears

Flame on:

TOLKIEN'S ELVES DO NOT HAVE POINTY EARS!!

Flame off.

Al, other than poor art by people who never bothered to read Tolkien, where
the @%(*@)(%* did you get the idea that the Eldar had pointy ears?

(This goes for hobbits, too.  I challenge _anyone_ to show me chapter and
verse.)

Ellen Keyne Seebacher
The University of Chicago
Academic/Public Computing
elle@midway.uchicago.edu

------------------------------

Date: 20 Sep 90 09:37:48 GMT
From: klaus@diku.dk (Klaus Ole Kristiansen)
Subject: Re: Roddenberry and Tolkien

elle@ellis.uchicago.edu (Ellen Keyne Seebacher) writes:
>Al Yourkonis (youraa%morekypr.bitnet@pucc.princeton.edu) writes:
>>Does anyone know if Gene Roddenberry was influenced by Tolkien?
>>Consider the similarities between Vulcans and Elves....
>[features which Elves and Vulcans share with other mythological races
>deleted] 
>>   7)  And, of course, the kicker:  pointy ears
>
>Flame on:
>
>TOLKIEN'S ELVES DO NOT HAVE POINTY EARS!!
>Flame off.
>
>Al, other than poor art by people who never bothered to read Tolkien,
>where the @%(*@)(%* did you get the idea that the Eldar had pointy ears?
>
>(This goes for hobbits, too.  I challenge _anyone_ to show me chapter and
>verse.)

Volume 6 of The history of Middle earth contains Tolkien's Elvish
dictionary as it looked when TLOTR was written. Under entry lasse (leaf) it
says that this was sometimes used for ear, as the ears of the elves were
more pointed and leaf-like than those of humans. In the Letters of Tolkien
(sorry, I don't have the letter number) Tolkien writes that Hobbbit's ears
should only be slightly pointed and elf-like. I think this was a comment on
an illustration showing hobbits to be rabbit-like.

I don't remember any reference to pointed ears in the "official corpus",
but Tolkien himself imagined elves with pointed ears.

Klaus Kristiansen

------------------------------

Date: 19 Sep 90 18:13:18 GMT
From: myers@hpfcdj.fc.hp.com (Bob Myers)
Subject: Re: Roddenberry and Tolkien

>   5)  No facial hair

At least this point was addressed in the episode "Mirror, Mirror."  The
alternate-universe-Spock (of the I.S.S. _Enterprise_) had a beard.

Bob Myers
HP Graphics Tech. Div.
Ft. Collins, Colorado
myers@fc.hp.com      

------------------------------

Date: 23 Sep 90 10:46:48 GMT
From: jhi@hila.hut.fi (Jarkko Hietaniemi)
Subject: Re: Roddenberry and Tolkien

>Does anyone know if Gene Roddenberry was influenced by Tolkien?
>Consider the similarities between Vulcans and Elves.
>
>   1)  Far longer lifespans than humans
>   2)  Physical perfection
>   3)  Tendencies towards what humans would call mysticism
>   4)  Nonhuman patterns of thought  "Ask not the Elves for advice, for
>       they will tell ye both yea and nay"/Vulcan logic, codes of behavior
>   5)  No facial hair
>   6)  Unusual patterns of procreation (the relative infertility of the
>       Elves/Pon Farr among Vulcans
>   7)  And, of course, the kicker:  pointy ears

Point 7) has been proved by avid readers of "The Letters" and as a new
thread we might start bickering about point 5) Read thy Tolkien carefully
and thou shalt find that even elves could have facial hair. (Hint: this can
be found from the sacred pages of the LOTR itself)

Jarkko Hietaniemi 
Helsinki University of Technology
Finland
jhi@hut.fi

------------------------------

Date: 22 Sep 90 14:32:49 GMT
From: aboisvert@amherst.bitnet
Subject: Re: Tolkien and Roddenberry

Granted that hobbits have *slightly* pointed ears. I have read ALL of
Tolkien's works published to date on the subject of Middle Earth, and I can
recall no comment on elves ears, pointy or otherwise. Perhaps JRRT imagined
them that way, but he never said so. It is my personal feeling that Tolkien
rolls over in his grave at the assertion.

Also, where is written that Elves have no beards? Hobbits (for the most
part) have no beards, but this is not written of the elves.

Lastly, the Elvish worldview seems to have no relation to that of the
Vulcan to my mind. Elves are laugher's, singers, poets, artisans, sages,
and warriors.  They are never logicians, and it is very difficult to
imagine Vulcan music or poetry. Elves live forever, not just "longer than
humans," (although again Hobbits do live considerably longer than humans.
Perhaps a Hobbit/Vulcan connection is more plausible, but if anyone came
out with that, they would get laughed right out of the newsgroup).

Tony

------------------------------
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***********************

1,,
Summary-line: 26-Sep  overs-request@rutgers.edu  #SF-LOVERS Digest   V15 #332
Received: by elbereth.rutgers.edu (5.59/SMI4.0/RU1.4/3.08) 
	id AA15468; Wed, 26 Sep 90 08:39:30 EDT
Date: Wed, 26 Sep 90 08:39:30 EDT
Message-Id: <9009261239.AA15468@elbereth.rutgers.edu>
From: Saul Jaffe (The Moderator) <sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu>
Sender: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu
Errors-To: sf-lovers-errors@rutgers.edu
To: SFLOVERS-RECIPIENTS
Subject: SF-LOVERS Digest   V15 #332
Reply-To: SF-LOVERS@rutgers.edu

*** EOOH ***
Date: Wed, 26 Sep 90 08:39:30 EDT
From: Saul Jaffe (The Moderator) <sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu>
Sender: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu
To: SFLOVERS-RECIPIENTS
Subject: SF-LOVERS Digest   V15 #332
Reply-To: SF-LOVERS@rutgers.edu


SF-LOVERS Digest          Wednesday, 26 Sep 1990      Volume 15 : Issue 332

Today's Topics:

			 Books - Hubbard (15 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 13 Sep 90 13:30:42 GMT
From: skitchen@pica.army.mil ("D. Scott Kitchen", CCH-V)
Subject: Comments on L. Ron Hubbard

The only book of Hubbard's I've read was _Battlefield: Earth_ way back when
it was first published (~1982 or 1983 if I'm not mistaken).  Of course, I
was in high school then.  I found it to be a fair piece of SF, IMHO.  It
wasn't great, but it wasn't bad enough to burn either.  The ending was
hokey and a bit confusing, but the first 800 - 900 pages were fairly good.
Then, I tried reading the beginning of the dekology and couldn't get
through the first chapter.  Oh well.

Scott Kitchen
skitchen@cc1.pica.army.mil

------------------------------

Date: 14 Sep 90 13:38:04 GMT
From: rmj@tcom.stc.co.uk (Rhodri James)
Subject: Re: Comments on L. Ron Hubbard

Re Battlefield Earth:

   I will try to get permission to post Dave Langford's critical demolition
job of this atrocity, part of a speech he gave at one Novacon entitled "The
Dragonhiker's Guide to Battlefield Covenant at Dune's Edge: Oddessy II". It
has been printed in a collection of Dave's fanwriting that was out at
Conspiracy ("Platten Stories"), and is well worth reading.

Rhodri
rmj@islay.tcom.stc.co.uk
rmj@tcom.stc.co.uk      
rmj10@phx.cam.ac.uk     

------------------------------

Date: 14 Sep 90 22:35:54 GMT
From: briel@sctc.com (Marc Briel )
Subject: Re: L. Ron Hubbard: Who is this guy anyway?

>I don't know how others perceive his SF work, but I'd rather read
>something by an author who knows how to make a point.

I have been reading his ten volume mega-saga "Mission Earth". It is not the
world's best SF series that I ever read but I have been enjoying it. The SF
content is plausible and it is often very amusing. He pokes fun at the
world and US culture, big business (especially oil companies), and
government in imaginative ways.

I agree that he can be a bit verbose. Volume 1 was significantly more than
500 pages (as I recall). Most of the others run about 400 pages.  I am
working on Volume 8 now so I must like it pretty well to wade through 3000+
pages of a single story. I really think it is a good series although a lot
of people are probably scared away by its sheer size.

If anyone decides to try it, I suggest you read though at least Volume 2
because Volume 1 is basically background for the "mission" on Earth.
Volume 1 is pretty good though a bit too long.

I would like to hear the comments of any other masochists that have
read/are reading this series.

Marc Briel
briel@sctc.com

------------------------------

Date: 15 Sep 90 01:01:04 GMT
From: howell@bert.llnl.gov (Louis Howell)
Subject: Re: L. Ron Hubbard: Who is this guy anyway?

I think it's important to distinguish between the stuff Hubbard really
wrote, a long time ago, and the garbage currently being churned out in his
name by the nuts in the cult.

Naturally enough, the garbage is on the shelf in every bookstore in the US,
while the moderately good pieces have been out of print for years.

"Fear" is a pretty good trip inside the mind of a madman - reminds me a bit
of Poe's "Berenice".  "Typewriter in the Sky" is about a man trapped in a
story being written by a bad writer.  It may not be as good as Brown's
"What Mad Universe" or Wolfe's "The Last Thrilling Wonder Story", it still
might be worth checking out.  These works are both "short novels"; my copy
has both in one book.

Louis Howell

------------------------------

Date: 15 Sep 90 04:25:36 GMT
From: f3w@mentor.cc.purdue.edu (Mark Gellis)
Subject: Re: L. Ron Hubbard: Who is this guy anyway?

I recall, many years ago, reading some of L. Ron's short fiction in an
anthology called, I believe, SOLDIER OF LIGHT, which is about this
interstellar doctor with his short, squat enormously heavy alien chum who
go flying about the galaxy saving people from various hideous diseases, and
occasionally reforming bad Nazi-type societies.  Actually, the stories were
pretty good; they were obviously pulp fiction, most likely written in the
'30s or '40s.  Has anyone else ever read any of these?  I don't think I
dreamed them.  :)

------------------------------

Date: 15 Sep 90 16:46:19 GMT
From: csusac!potter@csufres.csufresno.edu (david potter)
Subject: "Soldiers of Light" / Ole Doc Methuselah

f3w@mentor.cc.purdue.edu (Mark Gellis) writes:
> I recall, many years ago, reading some of L. Ron's short fiction in an
> anthology called, I believe, SOLDIER OF LIGHT, which is about this
> interstellar doctor with his short, squat enormously heavy alien chum who
> go flying about the galaxy saving people from various hideous diseases,
> and occasionally reforming bad Nazi-type societies.  Actually, the
> stories were pretty good; they were obviously pulp fiction, most likely
> written in the '30s or '40s.  Has anyone else ever read any of these?  I
> don't think I dreamed them.  :)

You're talking about the "Ole Doc Methuselah" stories from ASTOUNDING in
the late forties and early fifties.
   These stories were a bit ham-handed and obvious, but readable.  They
were printed under the pen name "Rene Lafayette" in their original
appearances, and usually illustrated by Edd Cartier.  (Cartier's
illustrations were uniformly better than the stories.)
   (When discussing Hubbard's work, one can normally make this statement,
no matter who the illustrator was; even if there were NO illustrations,
chances are they were still better than the story.)
 
If you enjoyed them, look around for "Murray Leinster"'s "Med Service"
yarns.  They're some of his best work, and were done for the same magazine
(ASTOUNDING/ANALOG) after Hubbard wandered off to be a prophet for a
living.  Over his half-century SF writing career, "Leinster" (Will F.
Jenkins to his wife and kids) won a number of awards for his work, some of
which was extremely good.
 
Other medically-oriented SF you might enjoy looking for is James White's
"Hospital Station" series; it deals with a multi-species, multi-environment
hospital in a trans-galactic culture.
 
Interestingly, Hubbard's only medical and scientific background derived
from his stays in various V.A. hospitals after WWII.  Leinster's science
background derived from voracious reading and experimentation. (He had a
number of U.S. patents granted, and his front-screen projection system is
used to this day in TV and movie production.)  James White had some actual
hospital experience as a medical orderly.

Of the three, "Leinster"'s work is the best SF, White's a close second, and
Hubbard's a far-trailing third.

Enjoy.

------------------------------

Date: 15 Sep 90 16:07:59 GMT
From: ee5391aa@hydra.unm.edu (Duke McMullan n5gax)
Subject: L. Ron Hubbard and the Soldiers of Light

f3w@mentor.cc.purdue.edu (Mark Gellis) writes:
>I recall, many years ago, reading some of L. Ron's short fiction in an
>anthology called, I believe, SOLDIER OF LIGHT, which is about this
>interstellar doctor with his short, squat enormously heavy alien chum...

I've not read them in the original formats, but most, perhaps all, I've
never bothered to find out, of these stories were published in a paperback
collection called _Old_Doc_Methusalah_. Doc and Hippocrates, his
gypsum-metabolism friend, go adventuring around the galaxy. It seems years
ago, a number of good and wise physicians recognized that the powers of
pharmacy had to be carefully regulated, and they formed the Soldiers of
Light, who kept these Great Secrets to themselves, and traveled the galaxy
individually, dispensing Wise and Good advice, and medicines, always wisely
and goodly.

If it sounds like I'm being sarcastic, I'm not. I LIKED those stories.
True, the assumptions are a bit naive, but, so what? That can be said of a
_lot_ of good sf. ;^) Also of a lot of _bad_ sf.  :-(

Doc was an American, born in the 1940's (if memory serves), and he's the
only Soldier of Light I recall as an in-the-story-personally-character. In
case you hadn't guessed, the pharmacists had solved the aging problem. ;^)

Since I enjoyed them, they obviously are very good stories, and anyone who
doesn't like them has a manifest problem. Read them, therefore, and be
entertained.

Duke McMullan
ee5391aa@hydra.unm.edu

------------------------------

Date: 17 Sep 90 02:54:35 GMT
From: sos@oz.plymouth.edu (Steffan O'Sullivan)
Subject: Re: L. Ron Hubbard: Who is this guy anyway?

kirkl@pandora.ism.isc.com (Kirk Lillis) writes:
>I don't know how others percieve his SF work, but I'd rather read
>something by an author who knows how to make a point.

I've only read short stories from the forties.  I first heard of him in an
introduction to an edition of one the Harold Shea books by deCamp and
Pratt.  DeCamp said that Hubbard introduced Shea, already an established
character, into one of Hubbard's stories and killed him off!  I looked up
the story and found it to be true but, it wasn't half as good as the
deCamp/Pratt stories, so I figured he was just jealous.

I later learned that he responded very nastily to another deCamp book.  In
that one, deCamp debunked pseudo-scientific ideas and cults; my father had
a copy of the book back in the fifties, and I remember browsing through it
as a boy.  Sc**ntology was one of the cults debunked, and, er, someone
lashed back at deCamp very viciously.  His neighbors were told he was a
child molester, his address was published in a national cat fanciers'
magazine with the plea to "send me your cat's picture and I'll send you
$10."  He was deluged with thousands of cat pictures.  DeCamp is violently
allergic to cats, and someone kept sending him anonymous envelopes with cat
hairs in them.  And so on.

Now, none of this was ever *proven* to be Sc**ntology instigated.  But when
Hubbard said that he would talk to his organization and see if anyone was
"taking things into their own hands," the attacks stopped.  DeCamp cannot
talk about these things for fear of being slapped with a libel suit to this
day.

So, to get back to your original statement I quoted: I'd say that at times
he knew how to make a point!

Steffan O'Sullivan      
sos@oz.plymouth.edu

------------------------------

Date: 16 Sep 90 23:23:08 GMT
From: sixhub!davidsen@crdgw1.crd.ge.com (Wm E. Davidsen Jr)
Subject: Re: L. Ron Hubbard: Who is this guy anyway?

kirkl@pandora.ism.isc.com (Kirk Lillis) writes:
>I don't know how others perceive his SF work, but I'd rather read
>something by an author who knows how to make a point.

  Hubbard is a writer of SF in a world where a lot of the good books are
fantasy, have major technical flaws, or simply huge "this is what happens,
don't ask how" holes in the science. I suspect that most of the people who
buy his work could care less about his politics, religion, or any other
parts of his personal life.

  As for the length, I think that is a matter of style. Some writers make a
novel out of what others use for a short story. If you have ever tried to
write a good 4000 word story, it's *hard*! Hubbard write long stories, with
lots of detail and fleshing out. I don't think they're padded, just heavily
developed.

  Part of this preference in readers may come from reading speed. Some
books or authors are "popcorn novels" where you can toss the chapters down
one after the other without getting lost in chapter five because you didn't
carefully consider the meanings of a discussion on a bus in the middle of a
disaster.

  Other novels invite careful mastication, to consider and enjoy the subtle
nuances of the plot and motivation. I like both types, but I have no
trouble with Hubbard for length, he's a fast read and the length is not a
problem.

  I can appreciate that if you don't read fast, or don't like to read fast,
then you will find Hubbard a long journey indeed.

Bill Davidsen
davidsen@sixhub.uucp
uunet!crdgw1!sixhub!davidsen

------------------------------

Date: 16 Sep 90 15:33:54 GMT
From: mcgp1!flak@thalatta.com (Dan Flak)
Subject: Mission Earth (Re: L. Ron Hubbard: Who is this guy anyway?)

briel@sctc.com (Marc Briel ) writes:
>I have been reading his ten volume mega-saga "Mission Earth". It is not
>the worlds best SF series that I ever read but I have been enjoying it.
>The SF content is plausible and the it is often very amusing. He pokes fun
>at world and US culture, big business (especially oil companies), and
>government in imaginative ways.

Mission Earth isn't so much science fiction as it is politcal fiction.
Although you may argue about the quality of the writing, I consider it to
be in the same category (not necessarily in the same league) with
Gulliver's Travels: A Sci-Fi / Fantasy with political overtones.

One interesting point of the book is that for most of the first 8 volumes,
the point of view (as in who tells the story) is unique.

Normally point of view is limited to first person observer or
omni-observant narrator. In M.E., the antagonist has several of the main
characters "bugged". We get to see some of their actions, and these are
interpreted by the antagonist in his own twisted logic. The antagonist is
*so* one dimensionally evil that his attempts to find the evil intent in
every normal act is hilarious.

------------------------------

Date: 17 Sep 90 12:33:04 GMT
From: li40163@prism.gatech.edu (M. AXFORD)
Subject: Re: L. Ron Hubbard: Who is this guy anyway?

   Haven't read any of Hubbard's stuff myself except an occasional short
story, but some of the SF history books talk about him, especially from
other writers' viewpoints.  He was an extremely prolific writer from the
pulps, occasionally writing entire issues of some magazines under different
psuedonyms (his speed as a writer has had a bearing on discussions of his
_Battlefield Earth_ series, some people contending it must have been
ghostwritten because of the sheer size, others saying Hubbard was perfectly
capable of writing that amount of material).  The general opinion was that
he was a professional - not a great writer, because never a truly inspired
one, but very capable at turning out good yarns by the deadline.

M. AXFORD
Georgia Institute of Technology
Atlanta Georgia 30332
uucp: ...!{allegra,amd,hplabs,ut-ngp}!gatech!prism!li40163
Internet: li40163@prism.gatech.edu

------------------------------

Date: 17 Sep 90 18:14:39 GMT
From: li40163@prism.gatech.edu (M. AXFORD)
Subject: Re: SF-LOVERS Digest   V15 #317

    The rumor you mention (that Hubbard was sitting with some friends and
said that he was going to start a religion and make lots of money) has been
said and debunked on and off for years.
    Lloyd Eshbach, in his book _Over My Shoulder: Reflections on A Science
Fiction Era (Philadelphia: O. Train, 1983) said he was in the room when
Hubbard said something of the sort.

M. AXFORD
Georgia Institute of Technology
Atlanta Georgia 30332
uucp: ...!{allegra,amd,hplabs,ut-ngp}!gatech!prism!li40163
Internet: li40163@prism.gatech.edu

------------------------------

Date: 18 Sep 90 03:59:23 GMT
From: Allyn@cup.portal.com (Allyn Mark Lai)
Subject: Re: L. Ron Hubbard: Who is this guy anyway?

I wrote:
>I'm currently reading "Final Blackout" and so far I'm not terribly
>impressed.

I gave up on "Final Blackout."  I couldn't stand any of the characters and
the plot was too predictable.  Fortunately, I checked it out of the library
so there's no financial loss on my part.(-:

When did El Ron start this whole Dianetics/Scientology scam?  Actually I
knew about Hubbard and his church long before I knew he was a writer.

Allyn Lai
allyn@cup.portal.com

------------------------------

Date: 18 Sep 90 13:40:35 GMT
From: jim@mks.com (Jim Gardner)
Subject: Re: SF-LOVERS Digest   V15 #317

li40163@prism.gatech.EDU (M. AXFORD) writes:

>   The rumor you mention (that Hubbard was sitting with some friends and
>said that he was going to start a religion and make lots of money) has
>been said and debunked on and off for years.
>
>   Lloyd Eshbach, in his book _Over My Shoulder: Reflections on A Science
>Fiction Era (Philadelphia: O. Train, 1983) said he was in the room when
>Hubbard said something of the sort.

The quotation that is so often attributed to Hubbard (about making money by
starting a religion) is actually from George Orwell.  It is, of course,
possible that Hubbard quoted Orwell on some occasion.

Jim Gardner
Mortice Kern Systems

------------------------------

Date: 22 Sep 90 13:35:29 GMT
From: John.Darnell@nss.fidonet.org (John Darnell)
Subject: Re: L. Ron Hubbard: Who is this guy anyway?

Allyn@cup.portal.com (Allyn Mark Lai) says:
> But I don't know much about his [L. Ron Hubbard] life or his writings.
> How is he generally perceived in the SF/Fantasy circles?

Hubbard's stature in the Science Fiction genre is, at best, controversial.
I consider him to be a talented writer, even if his stories are a tad on
the shallow side.  What the heck!  They're a romp!

I enjoyed his *Invasion: Earth* series and would have bought all 10 books,
but, unfortunately, unemployment forced me to use the library instead.  I
also enjoyed *Battlefield Earth*, though in both cases one must take his
very occasional wanderings into Scientology with a grain of salt.

As to his "Dianetics", I know nothing about it but I have heard rumors that
he started Scientology on a dare from some of his fellow Science Fiction
writers, to prove some point about religion.  Anybody have any confirming
evidence on this?

John Darnell
UUCP: ...!pitt!nss!John.Darnell
INTERNET: John.Darnell@nss.FIDONET.ORG

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Date: 17 Sep 90 15:36:44 GMT
From: YOURAA%morekypr@pucc.princeton.edu
Subject: the story with the matter transporter and the broccoli cat

The story was in a thick paperbacked textbook on science fiction, right?  I
have a copy, along with the teacher's manual, at home.  Unfortunately, I
can't get to it right now.  I've read the story, and I remember that,
although there was a Heinlein or two in the collection, this wasn't one of
them.

I enjoyed the story, don't get me wrong, but, at least for me, it didn't
seem very humorous.  I thought it had more of a dark, threatening feel to
it.  Of course, that's just me.  Sorry I couldn't be more help but, at
least I could tell you it wasn't a Heinlein.

Al Yourkonis
YOURAA@MOREKYPR.BITNET

------------------------------

Date: 17 Sep 90 22:18:00 GMT
From: wogg0743@uxa.cso.uiuc.edu
Subject: Re: Story request (ET Vampire meets rea

It is not a GAY encounter.  It's just a typical pickup situation.  The
story is by either Marion Zimmer Bradley or the woman who wrote all those
Pern books.

Bill Gulstad

------------------------------

Date: 19 Sep 90 02:02:08 GMT
From: bleys@tronsbox.xei.com (Bill Cavanaugh)
Subject: Re: Story request (ET Vampire meets rea

>It is not a GAY encounter.  It's just a typical pickup situation.  The
>story is by either Marion Zimmer Bradley or the woman who wrote all those
>Pern books.

The story you're thinking of didn't involve aliens OR vampires.  It was
about a carnivorous species that preyed on humans by living among them, and
the final encounter was with a female of another species that preyed on
THEM.  I don't remember the name or the writer, and my books are in
boxes.<glum>

Bill Cavanaugh
uunet!tronsbox!bleys

------------------------------

Date: 19 Sep 90 13:11:08 GMT
From: jeburke@jhunix.hcf.jhu.edu (John Burke)
Subject: Re: Story request (ET Vampire meets rea

bleys@tronsbox.xei.com (Bill Cavanaugh) writes:
>The story you're thinking of didn't involve aliens OR vampires.  It was
>about a carnivorous species that preyed on humans by living among them,
>and the final encounter was with a female of another species that preyed
>on THEM.  I don't remember the name or the writer, and my books are in
>boxes.

Gosh, you mean I knew the answer all along, but was simply misled by the ET
stuff?  THe story Bill is referring to is called "Fleas", by Dean Ing, and
appeared in the "bookazine" _Destinies_; sorry, I can't tell you what
issue, though.
 
The title comes from the old Jonathon Swift poem about the fleas that
plague other fleas; the modernized version that I learned goes like this:

     Little fleas have smaller fleas,
     On their backs to bite them.
     And on their backs fleas smaller still,
     So on, ad infinitum.

Does anybody have the original Swift version?

John Burke

------------------------------

Date: 18 Sep 90 20:09:40 GMT
From: karenf@hpsciz.sc.hp.com (Karen Fang)
Subject: Re: Story request (ET Vampire meets real vampire)

I believe the author is Randall Garrett.  I remember reading the story in
"Greyhaven" a collection of short stories selected by Marion Zimmer
Bradley.  The title escapes me, but somewhere "Just Another Vampire Story"
seems to click.  [Hey, I've read so many vampire stories that they are all
beginning to blur.  With a name like mine, how can you not?]

karenf@hpsciz.sc.hp.com 

------------------------------

Date: 17 Sep 90 22:09:00 GMT
From: CL115826@ulkyvx.bitnet (MICHAEL LERNER)
Subject: Fantasy Author List

This is a list I compiled sometime last Spring from the responses of Net
users.  I decided to repost it as a service to anyone out there who's ever
said, "I need a new book to read", or "I need a fresh author."  This list
caters primarily to the fantasy genre, although some SF authors are
present.  Enjoy!

Mike

Terry Brooks - Sword of Shannara
David Eddings - Pawn of Prophecy
JRR Tolkien (of course!) - The Hobbit/LOTR
Stephen Donaldson - Lord Foul's Bane
Michael Moorcock - Elric/Corum/Hawkmoon/Erokesee
Robert Don Hughes - Pelmen the Powershaper trilogy
Piers Anthony - Spell for Chameleon/Apprentice Adept Trilogy
Raymond Feist - Magician
Patricia A. McKillip - Riddlemaster of Hed
Barbara Hambly - The Silent Tower
Julian May - Pliocene Exile Saga
Terry Pratchett - The Light Fantastic
Craig Shaw Gardner - Exploits of Ebenezum
Robert Asprin - Another Fine Myth
John Dechancie - Castle Perilous
Roger Zelazny - 9 Princes in Amber
Alan Dean Foster - Spellsinger
Christopher Stasheff - Her Majesty's Wizard/The Warlock in Spite of Himself
Paula Volsky - The Luck of Relian Kru
Anne McCaffrey - The Dragonriders of Pern
Steven Brust - Jhereg
Janny Wurts - Stormwarden (Cycle of Fire trilogy)
Glen Cook - Dread Empire, Black Company
Roland Green - Wandor Series
Katherine Kurtz - Deryni
Fritz Leiber - Fafarhd/Mouser/Swords
Jack Vance - Lyonnesse, Dying Earth Series
Lawrence Watt Evans - Garth the Overman Series/Misenchanted Sword
Gene Wolfe - Book of the New Sun
Tanith Lee - Tales of Flat Earth
Lewis Carroll - Alice In Wonderland
Patricia Kennealy
Judith Tarr
C. J. Cherryh
Marion Zimmer Bradley - Darkover
Diana L. Paxson - The Lady of Light
Anne Rice - The Vampire Trilogy
Robin McKinley - The Blue Sword/The Hero and the Crown
Tim Powers - Steam Punk
Jennifer Roberson - Sworddancer trilogy
Guy Gavriel Kay - The Summer Tree (Fionavar Tapestry)
Charles DeLint
Emma Bull
Orson Scott Card - Seventh Son, Red Prophet, Prentice Alvin
Harry Harrison
Melanie Rawn - Dragon Prince
John Crowley - Little, Big
Elizabeth Moon - The Deed of Paksenarrion
Robert McCammon - The Wolf's Hour
Poul Anderson - A Midsummer Tempest, Operation Chaos
Margaret Weis & Tracy Hickman - Dragonlance/Rose of the Prophet
Richard Grant - Rumors of Spring, Views From the Oldest House
Barry Hughart - Story of the Stone, Bridge of Birds
Robert Holdstock - Mythago Wood/Lavondyss
E.R. Eddison - Worm Ouroboros
Lord Dunsany - Chairwoman's Shadow
Fletcher Pratt & L. Sprauge DeCamp - Compleat Enchanter
Richard Adams - Maia
Phyllis Eisenstein - Sorceror's Son
Lyndon Hardy - Master of Five Magics
T.H. White - Once and Future King
Evangeline Walton (?) - Welsh mythology
Gordon Dickson - The Dragon and the George
Robert E Howard - Conan
Lin Carter
Mark Helprin - A Winter's Tale
Lisa Goldstein
John Jakes - Mention My Name in Atlantis
John Bellairs - The Face in the Frost
David Lindsay - A Voyage to Arcturus
Mervyn Peake - Titus Groan/Gormenghast
Arthur Machen - The Secret Glory
G. K. Chesterton - The Man Who Was Thursday
James Branch Cabell - Figures of Earth
Midorai Snyder
Esther Freisner
Terri Windling
Jane Yolen
Steven Boyett
Zorah Greengaugh
Will Shetterly
Fred Saberhagen - Complete Book of Swords
Sheri S. Tepper - True Game Series
Andre Norton - Witchworld Series
Chelsea Quinn Yarbro - St. Germain/Ariosto
R. A. MacAvoy - Tea with the Black Dragon
Patricia Wrede
Kevin Jetters
Jon Walters - Hardwired
William Gibson - Neuromancer

------------------------------

Date: 24 Sep 90 16:01:26 GMT
From: eric@snark.thyrsus.com (Eric S. Raymond)
Subject: Review: The New York Review of Science Fiction #24

Title:     The New York Review of Science Fiction #24
By:        David Hartwell & friends (editors)
Publisher: Dragon Press (August 1990)
Format:    mag, 24pp
ISBN:      none

I've just read my first issue of NYRSF. I thought it was hilarious and sad.

Most of the content in at least this issue displays a syndrome that has
vitiated 20th-century "serious" literature and literary criticism, and
driven most SF fans to reject both. That is, it is no longer "about"
anything; like the Oozelum Bird, it has flown up its own arsehole into a
precious never-never land of commentaries on reflections on ever finer-spun
theories of what its proper subject matter is.

Samuel Delany's lead article is a perfect example of how the rot sets in.
It's not about SF; it's about *the process of writing SF*, and includes a
good deal of encouragement to self-satisfaction over SF's claim to be "the
perfect post-modernist art-form" but, if the *readers* of SF (the persons
to whom writerly communication is ostensibly directed) have anything but
indifference or contempt for such "programs" I've yet to hear of it.  There
is nothing in the article that addresses a reader's needs or interests at
all; it's for initiates only, directed at an elite that has replaced
reading with hermeneutics, and implicitly encouraged writers to disdain
honest storytelling in favor of this week's version of "higher values" and
a precious, self-conscious artiness.

The article displays critical regress - the retreat from talking about a
subject to talking about talking about a subject, then to talking about
talking about talking about a subject, and so on until the ostensible
subject evaporates, almost unnoticed. When the content of an art form is
primarily shaped by such critical regresses, the loop is closed and the
whole mass of "art objects" and texts about them disappears into a black
hole of irrelevance. This is what happened to "modern" art, architecture,
avant-garde music, and "serious literature" after WWI; the writers for
NYRSF seem to be engaged in doing it to SF as well.

Tacitus might have said "They make a desert and call it postmodernism".  I
could write a whole essay on the parochialism implicit in the postmodernist
idea of "exhaustion", which requires that the reader have the same
experience as the critically-regressed writer contemplating the texts of
other critically-regressed writers but that's for another time.

For cripes' sake. Doesn't anybody notice something wrong (or at least
misdirected) about a 24-page journal called "The New York Review of Science
Fiction" in which there are only three reviews, two of books which can be
called SF only by an extremely loose reading of the term? In which nearly
one third of the pagecount is given over to multiple arguments over a
debate about someone else's alleged theory of how SF ought to be written?
And in which appear not just one but *two* utterly irrelevant excerpts from
"Rock and Roll: the 100 Best Singles".  *Where has the subject gone?*

To be fair, there are one or two articles that haven't entirely forgotten a
subject; Kathryn Cramer's on "Literary Architecture" and Greg Cox's
"Reader's Guide to Vampire Fiction". Both, though, are about horror - about
a genre which encourages subjectivity and psychologizing. One senses that
this is friendlier ground for the "literary" and critical mind than SF
precisely because it has less grounding in the external reality of the
reader, and is thus more easily manipulated to critical ends.

In general, though, the writing is self-important, terminally inbred, and
light- years removed from any concerns a reader trying to better understand
the actual texts of SF might have. Can't the field do any better than this?

------------------------------

Date: 18 Sep 90 09:27:52 GMT
From: I0060301@dbstu1.bitnet (Klaus Blumberg)
Subject: felines in sf

Some days back there was a discussion of cats in SF. Nobody mentioned Fritz
LEIBER: The Wanderer (1964).

I remember the story but dimly, but it was about a planet ruled by a race
of cat, who were VERY disappointed about the Earth's cats.

Klaus Blumberg
I0060301@DBSTU1.BITNET

------------------------------

Date: 20 Sep 90 06:10:55 GMT
From: mvwalton@sinope.socs.uts.edu.au (mv walton 88408222)
Subject: Re: felines in sf

I0060301@dbstu1.BITNET (Klaus Blumberg) writes:

>Some days back there was a discussion of cats in SF. Nobody mentioned
>Fritz LEIBER: The Wanderer (1964).
>
>I remember the story but dimly, but it was about a planet ruled by a race
>of cat, who were VERY disappointed about the Earth's cats.

The Wanderer (a roving planet among many) was not actually RULED by the
cats, they just happened to be on board with a whole bunch of other races,
it was just that the cats were a little more adept at maneuvering in free
fall that made them more prominent in the story.

Other "cats in space" stories :- 

"Decision at Doona" Anne McCaffrey (I think someone has already mentioned
this one)

"Devils Planet"???? and other stories of the Polesotechnick League (or
something like that, I cant remember the author (or the title) properly,
but think it was Poul Anderson - can anyone help???)

Mark Walton
University of Technology
Sydney
mvwalton@ultima.socs.uts.edu.au

------------------------------

Date: 21 Sep 90 01:21:09 GMT
From: farrell@batserver.cs.uq.oz.au (Friendless)
Subject: Re: felines in sf

C.J.Cherryh - "The Pride of Chanur"
              "Chanur's Venture"
              "The Kif Strike Back"
              "Chanur Homecoming"

  Sorry if this has been mentioned before, but they're too good to leave
out.

------------------------------

Date: 21 Sep 90 13:58:24 GMT
From: eplrx7!leipold@uunet.uu.net (Walt Leipold)
Subject: Re: felines in sf

Has anybody mentioned the short story "Space-time for Springers" by Fritz
Leiber?  It's probably one of my ten favorite SF short stories.  Leiber
also wrote a sequel, which has a very loose tie-in with the previously-
mentioned cat-people of the "Wanderer".

Walt Leipold
leipolw%esvax@dupont.com

------------------------------

Date: 21 Sep 90 15:37:40 GMT
From: yarnot@csusac.ecs.csus.edu (Jan Yarnot)
Subject: Re: felines in sf

leipold@eplrx7.uucp (Walt Leipold) writes:
>Has anybody mentioned the short story "Space-time for Springers" by Fritz
>Leiber?  It's probably one of my ten favorite SF short stories.  Leiber
>also wrote a sequel, which has a very loose tie-in with the previously-
>mentioned cat-people of the "Wanderer".

What's its name and where can I find it?  I have a Leiber book wherein he
mentions that he was planning to write a sequel, but I didn't know he
actually had done so.  (Gummitch is a wonderful name for a cat, and I took
it for one of my cats, and have pictures of him dancing in front of a
mirror.)

Jan Yarnot

------------------------------

Date: 21 Sep 90 12:53:48 GMT
From: ncmh@turing.newcastle.ac.uk (Chris Holt)
Subject: Re: felines in sf

Wasn't there a prominent cat in "Divine Endurance", by Gwyneth Jones or
something like that? (who also wrote Escape Plans?)

Chris.Holt@newcastle.ac.uk
Computing Lab
U of Newcastle upon Tyne, UK

------------------------------

Date: 23 Sep 90 21:41:47 GMT
From: mlelias@miavx1.acs.muohio.edu (Mike Elias)
Subject: Re: felines in sf

   Has anybody mentioned the 'Children of the Stars' novels by Juanita
Coulson?

   Of the many races in it, one of the two main ones ( other than humans )
are the Whimed, a feline race.

Mike Elias
Miami University of Oxford, Oh.
Mlelias@Miavx1.Bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 23 Sep 90 20:10:51 GMT
From: bywater!acheron!clarke@uunet.uu.net (Ed Clarke/10240000)
Subject: Re: felines in sf

How about Philip Jose Farmer - "The Stone God Awakens"?  I seem to remember
that the hero wanted to get it on with the kitty cat but settled for a
monkey instead.

Ed Clarke
acheron!clarke

------------------------------

Date: 25 Sep 90 16:39:58 GMT
From: sbishop@desire.wright.edu
Subject: Re: felines in sf

ncmh@turing.newcastle.ac.uk (Chris Holt) writes:
> Wasn't there a prominent cat in "Divine Endurance", by Gwyneth Jones or
> something like that? (who also wrote Escape Plans?)

There was also a book called _Change_ that involved feline type beings and
telepathy.

------------------------------

Date: 25 Sep 90 21:11:52 GMT
From: dgreen@cbrown.claremont.edu (Green, David)
Subject: Re: felines in sf

sbishop@desire.wright.edu writes:
>There was also a book called _Change_ that involved feline type beings and
>telepathy.

Does anyone, perchance, happen to know who the author was?

David Green
Internet: dgreen@hmcvax.claremont.edu
Bitnet: dgreen@hmcvax.bitnet  

------------------------------

Date: 25 Sep 90 21:06:32 GMT
From: rodmur@csuchico.edu (D.A. Harris)
Subject: Re: felines in sf

>There was also a book called _Change_ that involved feline type beings and
>telepathy.

Also, in E.E. "Doc" Smith's books where they had that "space patrol" with
the mental abilities (it been so long since I've read that series that I
can remember the name).

------------------------------

Date: 18 Sep 90 16:01:11 GMT
From: HYPERION@widener
Subject: book request

I remember someone writing in here about (and I even saw it in a bookstore)
a book about... well, I am not sure what it was about, but I have the
impression it featured a protagonist who was (possibly) a warrior/monk type
with his huge, silent companion (who may also have been a monk/warrior
type).  They were on a journey (I do not think it was a quest) and I get
the feeling of mountains.  When I say warrior/monk type, I mean like the
hindu or buddhaist monk/warrior, not their western monastic cousins.

If anyone could direct me to these, or give me some clues, I have a sudden
yen to read it, and need to know how to ask the local booksellers to find
it.  Also, I recall there may have been two books (original and sequel, not
a series I believe).  Whatever, and thanks for the help.

A. Kyle Berman
Widener University School of Law
Harrisburg, PA 17110
Hyperion@Widener.bitnet

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Date: 19 Sep 90 09:48:22 GMT
From: jjverkui@praxis.cs.ruu.nl (Hans Verkuil)
Subject: Fantasy detectives: do they exist?

I have read several SF detectives (The Caves of Steel and The Naked Sun by
Asimov, the Gil Hamilton stories by Niven, Death Tolls by John E. Stith),
but I have never read a Fantasy dectective! The only one that, if you
really strain the definition, might be considered to be a sort of Fantasy
detective is _Guards! Guards!_ by Terry Pratchett. But just about the only
thing that it has to do with a detective story is that the main characters
are policemen (well, guards actually).

If you think about it, it is clear that writing a good fantasy detective is
probably one of the most difficult things to do. So, my question is: is
there anybody who has ever read a fantasy detective? Please let me know if
you have.

Hans Verkuil
Toendra 115, 2904 TK
Capelle a/d IJssel
The Netherlands
jjverkui@praxis.cs.ruu.nl

------------------------------

Date: 19 Sep 90 13:40:13 GMT
From: yarnot@csusac.ecs.csus.edu (Jan Yarnot)
Subject: Re: Fantasy detectives: do they exist?

The Garrett books by Glen Cook.  Archie Goodwin (and Nero Wolfe, of course)
set in TunFaire, which makes Sanctuary look like a kid's playground. I read
them because of recommendations here on the net.

Jan Yarnot

------------------------------

Date: 19 Sep 90 15:22:04 GMT
From: rfm@urth.eng.sun.com (Rich McAllister)
Subject: Re: Fantasy detectives: do they exist?

jjverkui@praxis (Hans Verkuil) writes:
>I have read several SF detectives ... but I have never read a Fantasy
>detective!

Randall Garrett's "Lord Darcy" stories.  _Too_Many_Magicians_ is the first
(and best, IMHO) book, but there have been a couple more
(_Lord_Darcy_Investigates_?).  This is fantasy in the "Unknown" mode, with
fairly mechanical "laws" for magic.

Rich
rfm@eng.sun.com

------------------------------

Date: 19 Sep 90 16:58:37 GMT
From: ars3_cif@uhura.cc.rochester.edu (Aaron Sher)
Subject: Re: Fantasy detectives: do they exist?

The only one that comes to mind (by "fantasy detective" I assume you mean a
detective in a fantasy novel) is in one of Saberhagen's Books of Lost
Swords.  I think it was the Third (I love his imagination in titles),
anyway, it was Stonecutter's Story.  It was a classic detective story, with
all the elements, in a fantasy setting.  Very good if you like detective
stories.

------------------------------

Date: 19 Sep 90 18:39:35 GMT
From: dlbres10@pc.usl.edu (Fraering Philip)
Subject: Re: Fantasy detectives: do they exist?

The Amber books, while not 'detective' stories, do have murders and
attempts to find out 'whodunit.' They're pretty amusing. One cover blurb
even compared them to '_Lord of the Rings_ as seen by Raymond Chandler.'

------------------------------

Date: 19 Sep 90 18:33:09 GMT
From: iho@milton.u.washington.edu (Il Oh)
Subject: Re: Fantasy detectives: do they exist?

ars3_cif@uhura.cc.rochester.edu (Aaron Sher) writes:
>The only one that comes to mind (by "fantasy detective" I assume you mean
>a detective in a fantasy novel) is in one of Saberhagen's Books of Lost
>Swords.  I think it was the Third (I love his imagination in titles),
>anyway, it was Stonecutter's Story.  It was a classic detective story,
>with all the elements, in a fantasy setting.  Very good if you like
>detective stories.

I'm not totally positive, but I think this story was actually a rewrite of
one of the Sherlock Holmes stories.  It's been decades I've read them, so I
can't be sure, or know the title of the story I'm thinking of.

------------------------------

Date: 19 Sep 90 20:48:59 GMT
From: pepke@scri1.scri.fsu.edu (Eric Pepke)
Subject: Re: Fantasy detectives: do they exist?

How about _Who Censored Roger Rabbit_?

Eric Pepke
Supercomputer Computations Research Institute 
Florida State University                      
Tallahassee, FL 32306-4052                    
INTERNET: pepke@gw.scri.fsu.edu
BITNET:   pepke@fsu

------------------------------

Date: 19 Sep 90 21:40:23 GMT
From: Dan_Bloch@transarc.com
Subject: Re: Fantasy detectives: do they exist?

And don't forget _Stalking The Unicorn:  A Fable of Tonight_,
by Mike Resnick.

Dan

------------------------------

Date: 19 Sep 90 17:27:49 GMT
From: ward@tsnews.convergent.com (Ward Griffiths)
Subject: Re: Fantasy detectives: do they exist?

Well, the first one that comes to mind is Randal Garrett's Lord Darcy
stories (Murder and Magic, Too Many Magicians, Lord Darcy Investigates)
concerning an alternate time-line in which Richard I survived and the
Plantagenets rule an Anglo-French empire to this date and the laws of magic
were worked out about the 13th/14th century.  Another one that comes to
mind is Esther Freisner's "Druid's Blood" about an alternate Victorian
Britain in which druid magic has kept the island safe from invasion since
the Romans were forcibly evicted by that magic in the 1st century A.D.  One
of the better Holmes takeoffs I've run across.

Ward Griffiths

------------------------------

Date: 20 Sep 90 15:18:04 GMT
From: xanthian@zorch.sf-bay.org (Kent Paul Dolan)
Subject: Re: Fantasy detectives: do they exist?

Glen Cook:

 Sweet Silver Blues,  Penguin Signet 1987 # AE 5061, ISBN 0-451-15061-9
 Bitter Gold Hearts,  Penguin Signet 1988 # AE 5371, ISBN 0-451-15371-5
 Cold Copper Tears,   Penguin Signet 1988 # AE 5773, ISBN 0-451-15773-7
 Old Tin Sorrows,     Penguin Signet 1989 # AE 6013, ISBN 0-451-16013-4
 Dread Brass Shadows, Penguin ROC    1990 # LE 5008, ISBN 0-451-45008-6

I haven't read the last one yet (it's on my in shelves), but the first four
were all good reads about a very matter of fact and hard-boiled detective
who does his best, but doesn't always win out, with the help of a friend
and housemate who happens to have been dead for about 400 years, but has a
terrible racial based tenacious attachment to his nearly incorruptible
body, and hasn't really noticed his demise yet. Above description otherwise
correct.

Kent
xanthian@Zorch.SF-Bay.ORG
xanthian@well.sf.ca.us

------------------------------

Date: 21 Sep 90 14:55:26 GMT
From: SCRUME@osu-20.ircc.ohio-state.edu (Faron)
Subject: Re: Fantasy detectives: do they exist?

Oh, there is a bit of fantasy detective stuff going on in Vardemans
Cenotaph road series.  Kind of interesting tho I like Lord Darcy better.

Steve

------------------------------

Date: 21 Sep 90 05:35:55 GMT
From: ssc!markz@celestial.com (Mark Zenier)
Subject: Re: Fantasy detectives: do they exist?

One example is
"Kamus of Kadizhar: The Black Hole of Carcosa"
by John Shirley.  

The cover says "Based on a character by Michael Reaves".  Any information
on any of his stuff?

markz@ssc.uucp

------------------------------

Date: 21 Sep 90 22:15:39 GMT
From: craig@com50.c2s.mn.org (Craig Wilson)
Subject: Re: Fantasy detectives: do they exist?

How about Vlad Taltos of the _Jhereg_, _Yendi_, _Teckla_, _Taltos_ series
by Steven Brust?  He goes beyond being just a detective, but the stories
usually include mysteries to be solved.  And they are definitely fantasy.

Craig

------------------------------

Date: 24 Sep 90 07:07:06 GMT
From: carpentr@serss0.fiu.edu (Ralph P Carpenter)
Subject: Re: Fantasy detectives: do they exist?

   _Dirk Gently's Holistic Detective Agency_ &
   _The Long Dark Teatime of the Soul_

both by Douglas Adams

Ralph P Carpenter
Florida Atlantic Univ
Boca Raton
InterNet: ralpho@acc.fau.edu
ralpho@fauvax.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 24 Sep 90 20:03:03 GMT
From: davidl@leonardo.intel.com (David D. Levine)
Subject: Re: Fantasy detectives: do they exist?

>>If you think about it, it is clear that writing a good fantasy detective
>>is probably one of the most difficult things to do. So, my question is:
>>is there anybody who has ever read a fantasy detective? Please let me
>>know if you have.
>
> The only one that comes to mind (by "fantasy detective" I assume you mean
> a detective in a fantasy novel) is in one of Saberhagen's Books of Lost
> Swords.

Actually, in the Netherlands the genre we call "mysteries" is called
"detectives."  (Short for "detective fiction," I guess.  They're called
"crimis" in German, by the way.)  Until I figured this out, I was quite
confused at ConFiction by references to "detectives" when the speakers were
obviously talking about books rather than people!

I second the recommendations for the Lord D'Arcy series.

David D. Levine
Intel IMSO Tech Pubs
davidl@leonardo.intel.com

------------------------------

Date: 21 Sep 90 22:45:40 GMTF
rom: ap1i+@andrew.cmu.edu (Andrew C. Plotkin)
Subject: Re: Fantasy detectives: do they exist?

> One example is "Kamus of Kadizhar: The Black Hole of Carcosa" by John
> Shirley.  The cover says "Based on a character by Michael Reaves".  Any
> information on any of his stuff?

Reaves wrote a book, I believe called _Darkworld_, which is a collection of
short stories of the private-eye-in-a-fantasy-world genre.  I didn't manage
to finish it, frankly.

Reaves has written other fantasy stuff, however, which I did like a lot.
(_The Shattered World_ and _The Burning World_, and he was co-author of
_Dragonworld_.) (Gee, he likes _*world_ titles.)

------------------------------

Date: 18 Sep 90 03:30:52 GMT
From: boyajian@ruby.dec.com (Cisco's Buddy)
Subject: TWILIGHT ZONE story source (Re: looking for To Serve Man)

ERSHC@CUNYVM writes:
>As the subject line says, I'm looking for the story "To Serve Man" (or was
>it "...Mankind"). It was a short story that was made into a TV show (one
>of either Twilight Zone or Outer Limits). I'm sure that I read it in a
>pulp, and the story was so good it MUST have been anthologised.
>
>Any pointers GREATLY appreciated.

As another follow-up has mentioned, it's by Damon Knight, and can be found
in the collection THE BEST OF DAMON KNIGHT. However, another good place to
find it is in the trade paperback anthology THE TWILIGHT ZONE: THE ORIGINAL
STORIES, edited by Martin H. Greenberg, Richard Matheson, and Charles G.
Waugh (Avon Books, 1985). This anthology collects all of the original short
stories that were bought by Serling to be made into episodes of the show -
all except one, John Collier's "The Chaser", that is, which couldn't be
included because of difficulties with getting the rights (actually, there's
one other one, "The Depository" by Marvin Petal, that was turned into the
episode "Five Characters in Search of an Exit", but I've not succeeded in
finding the source for that story, so I'm not sure it was actually
previously published). The contents of the anthology are as follows
(alphabetical by author rather than in table of contents order; title in
brackets is the title of the episode, if it's different from the orignal
story"):

Charles Beaumont:  "Perchance to Dream"
                   "Elegy"
                   "The Howling Man"
                   "The Jungle"
                   "In His Image"
                   "The Devil, You Say?"   ["Printer's Devil"]
                   "Song for a Lady"   ["Passage on the LADY ANNE"]
                   "The Beautiful People" ["Number 12 Looks Just Like You"]
Ambrose Bierce:    "An Occurence at Owl Creek Bridge"
Jerome Bixby:      "It's a GOOD Life"
Ray Bradbury:      "I Sing the Body Electric!"
Price Day:         "Four O'Clock"
Paul Fairman:      "Brothers Beyond the Void" ["People Are Alike All Over"]
Malcolm Jameson:   "Blind Alley"   ["Of Late I Think of Cliffordville"]
Damon Knight:      "To Serve Man"
Richard Matheson:  "Disappearing Act"   ["And When the Sky Was Opened"]
                   "Third from the Sun"
                   "Little Girl Lost"
                   "Mute"
                   "Death Ship"
                   "Steel"
                   "Nightmare at 20,000 Feet"
                   "Long Distance Call"   ["Night Call"]
Lewis Padgett:     "What You Need"
Henry Slesar:      "The Old Man"   ["The Old Man in the Cave"]
                   "The Self-Improvement of Salvadore Ross"
Lynn Venable:      "Time Enough at Last"
Manly Wade Wellman:"The Valley Was Still"   ["Still Valley"]

Plus, there are two "story-izations" by Anne Serling-Sutton of two original
TZ teleplays by Rod Serling: "One for the Angels" and "The Changing of the
Guard".

 --- jayembee (Jerry Boyajian)
UUCP:	...!decwrl!ruby.enet.dec.com!boyajian
ARPA:	boyajian%ruby.DEC@DECWRL.DEC.COM

------------------------------

Date: 20 Sep 90 19:32:19 GMT
From: jeteye@cbl.umd.edu (James Love)
Subject: The Bar's My Destination - Summary

Several weeks ago I posted the following request (abbreviated):
>.... "The Tall Tale told in a bar or club is a venerable tradition in the
>fantasy field.  A half-century ago, Lord Dunsany mastered the form with
>his five volumes of Joseph Jorkens adventures.  More recently, Sterling
>Lanier has done two books of marvelously effective imitations about the
>exploits of the enigmatic Brigadier Ffellowes."
>
>Does anyone have any information about these books - titles, in/out press
>(even as facsimile editions), opinions good/bad if you've read any of them
>??

   In response I received several replies which I've summarized below.
Thanks to eke@cs.sfu.ca; JWenn.esae@Xerox.com; drucker%dickinsn.bitnet; and
capnal@aqua.whoi.edu (Alan Duester) who took the time to reply with
comments and suggestions of related titles.

"JWenn.esae@Xerox.com" replied with excerpts from the exhaustive author -
title lists which he's compiled and posted to this forum.  I'm somewhat
chagrined that I hadn't thought to look here first, but hopefully others
will take heed and make better use of this superb resource (Thanks, John)
in the future:

The Lord Dunsany books (The Jorkens Series) are: 

   The Travel Tales of Mr. Joseph Jorkens [1931] [C]
   Jorkens Remembers Africa [1934] [C]
      [aka "Mr. Jorkens Remembers Africa"]
   Jorkens Has a Large Whisky [1940] [C]
   The Fourth Book of Jorkens [1948] [C]
   Jorkens Borrows Another Whisky [1954] [C]

The Sterling Lanier books (Brigadier Ffellowes Series) are:

   Peculiar Exploits of Brigadier Ffellowes [1972] [C]
   The Curious Quest of Brigadier Ffellowes [1986] [C]

Other books in the "Tall Tales in a Bar" setting that were suggested
include: 

   "Tales from Gavagan's Bar" by L. Sprague de Camp & Fletcher Pratt
   "Tales From the White Hart" by Arthur C. Clarke
   "Cowboy Feng's Space Bar and Grille" by Steven Brust

drucker%dickinsn.bitnet had the following comments:

>When I was in high school, the local public library had copies of at least
>two of the Jorkens books by Dunsany ("The Travel Tales of Mr. Joseph
>Jorkens" and "Jorkens Remembers Africa").  Princeton's library also had
>"The Fourth Book of Jorken." I recommend them (I enjoy almost all of
>Dunsany, though some of his fantasy tales become a little thin), although
>I'm not sure there is the sort of resemblance to Robinson that was
>claimed.  Dunsany's humour is seldom dependent on individual words, much
>more on scenes and ideas.  If you like the Jorkens books (and can find
>them), you might also try another of his books titled "My Talks with Dean
>Spanley".

>When Lin Carter included the whole series of authors from the last century
>of writing in the Ballantine Fantasy series, I hoped that some of the
>better ones would stay in print and in the general consciousness.  It is
>safe to say that all of them disappeared, largely without a trace.
>Dunsany seems to have some of Cabell's extravagance without the bitterness
>engendered by the Jurgen controversy, and one can choose in Dunsany's case
>from a plethora of plays or novels or short stories.  (His poetry I can do
>without.)

As an unrepentant fan of any good pun and/or Shaggy-Dog story, I'm looking
forward to having a go at these once I've found copies.  I'm not overly
concerned whether they resemble S. Robinson's Callahan stories all that
much, but hopefully they'll rate rather highly on the pun "groan-o-meter" -
some pegged red-liners would be great !!  I'll pass along my impressions
once I've had a chance to read them - who knows, maybe we've started a Lord
Dunsany revival !!  Cheers,

Jim Love
jeteye@cbl.umd.edu

------------------------------

Date: 21 Sep 90 12:55:54 GMT
From: jeburke@jhunix.hcf.jhu.edu (John Burke)
Subject: The Bar's My Destination - But wait! There's more!

Let me add to this list:
    Larry Niven's tales from Draco's Tavern (most of them collected in
_Convergent_Series_, but there are a few later ones as well.
    Spider Robinson's tales of Callahan's Bar, collected in hardback in
_Callahan_&_Company_, and in softback in _Callahan's_Crosstime_Saloon,
_Time_Travelers_Strictly_Cash, and, er, I think the third one was called
_Callahan's_Secret_, but I can't recall for sure.  There is also the
connected collection/novel _Callahan's_Lady_, set in a bordello.

John Burke

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	       Books - Asimov (5 msgs) & Chalker (2 msgs) &
                       Dickson (2 msgs) & Kay (2 msgs) & 
                       Kushner & Leiber (3 msgs) & Norman &
                       Simmons (2 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 25 Sep 90 16:28:31 GMT
From: HART@UIUCVMD ("Michael S. Hart")
Subject: Asimov

I agree that most of Asimov's stuff has been pot-boilerplate for quite some
time now, but didn't anyone enjoy it when R Daneel turned out to be the
spider at the center of the web, seeking a replacement?

Michael S. Hart

------------------------------

Date: 26 Sep 90 01:24:30 GMT
From: hennebry@plains.nodak.edu (Michael J. Hennebry)
Subject: R. Asimov

HART@UIUCVMD (Michael S. Hart) writes:
>I agree that most of Asimov's stuff has been pot-boilerplate for quite
>some time now, but didn't anyone enjoy it when R Daneel turned out to be
>the spider at the center of the web, seeking a replacement?

It was ok I guess. The entertainment value was somewhat diminished by the
fact that R. Daneel's webbing was the result of strange goings-on involving
the "zeroeth law". I would have preferred to forget about the "zeroeth
law"; it's redundant or the result of bad robot design.

Mike
hennebry@plains.NoDak.edu      

------------------------------

Date: 25 Sep 90 22:59:37 GMT
From: aboisvert@amherst.bitnet
Subject: re:Asimov

Yes, I DID enjoy it when R Daneel was revealed as Ringmaster, so to speak,
and some of the returns to the old material haven't been so bad: Robots of
Dawn was alright, and Prelude to Foundation was just bizarre enough to be
amusing.

The other two "new" Foundation books left a good deal to be desired
however, and the whole "Gaia" thing annoyed me.

Tony

------------------------------

Date: 25 Sep 90 23:04:13 GMT
From: aboisvert@amherst.bitnet
Subject: Re: Asimov (follow up to previous)

Just to follow up, My room mates and I have agreed that Asimov's only real
strength lies in his ideas.  Stylistically, he's got to be one of the
worst, most boring writers in the English language.  Before anyone
protests, let me assure you that I don't hold it against him, and have
enjoyed what Asimov I've read a good deal (Who has time to read all of
it... and who would want to?)

Tony

------------------------------

Date: 26 Sep 90 17:00:39 GMT
From: attcan!ram@gpu.utcs.toronto.edu (Richard Meesters)
Subject: Re: Nemesis

djo@PacBell.COM (Dan'l DanehyOakes) writes:
>ram@attcan.UUCP (Richard Meesters) writes:
>>he states that he may later tie it into the Foundation/Robot/Empire
>>stuff, I hope he doesn't.  Let good books/series stand on their own.
> 
> I agree, let good works stand on their own.
>
> Now, what's your objection to Asimov tying NEMESIS in with his other
> works?

No objection, I just don't see the point of tying in the works.  When I
read the Robot and Foundation series, the fact that they tied together
somehow did absolutely nothing for me.  What benefit does tying them
together have?

Personally, if you _must_ write to a preset set of conditions, then you are
placing limits on developing new ideas or conceptions.  I'd rather not have
to worry about whether or not "this is stupid because it doesn't fit in
with the Foundation Universe"

Richard A Meesters
Technical Support Specialist
AT&T Canada                 
ATTMAIL: ....attmail!rmeesters
UUCP:  ...att!attcan!ram      

------------------------------

Date: 5 Sep 90 02:27:36 GMT
From: ap1i+@andrew.cmu.edu (Andrew C. Plotkin)
Subject: Re: fat, slow, blind, stupid, sex addicted females

Michael J. Hennebry writes:
>>Now if you want to talk about female degradation, read some Jack Chalker.
>>He seems to have a fascination with fat, slow, blind, stupid, sex
>>addicted females. _Flux and Anchor_ as a point is case.
>
> Huh? Have you any other cases to point at? I don't remember any from The
> Lords of the Diamond, And the Devil Will Drag You Under, and the Well
> World Series. I only read the first of the Flux and Anchor series and
> don't remember any fsbssaf in it either.

Oh boy. Technically you're correct; only Flux&Anchor has females with *all*
of the above properties. However, list of similar examples follows: (no
spoilers)

Flux&Anchor:
   The definitive fluxgirls. True, in the first book there are only a
couple of high-power perverts running around dominating people with magic
and sex. But it degenerates steadily from book to book.

Well World: 
   One of the female characters described being in a corporate brothel; all
of the whores were kept on massive hormone rations. That was in the first
book, I believe.
   You can also count the girl kept as a slave by the "sponge" cartel.
   The planet of tailed amazon women, whatever it was called. When they
were due to bear children, they were invited to plush "honeymoon hotels"
and fed aphrodisiacs, then dumped in with the slave men.
   The bird-species whose females went into mad heat every so often.
Chalker specifically said that this kept the patriarchal government in
place; the females could only run away for a short time, before they came
back slobbering and panting.

Lords of the Diamond: 
   In the first book, another bunch of whores kept on hormones.
   In the fourth, people got transformed into stupid sex-slaves for crimes
against the state. (Apparently males turned female when this was done to
them. Something inherent in the human psyche, Chalker says.)

Changewinds: 
   More of all of the above.

Quintara Marathon (only the first has been published): Even more -
genetically engineered whores. Built without opposable thumbs, yet.

And the Devil Will Drag You Under:
   Your point; I think Chalker stayed clean on this one. But *every* other
Chalker novel I can think of, and I've read most of them, god help me, has
fluxgirls or equivalent.

Having listed all that, let me say that Chalker is not ipso facto a
pervert. I think he just has a very low opinion of humanity in general.
For his side of the story, see the essay in his collection _Dance Band on
the Titanic_.

------------------------------

Date: 25 Sep 90 18:42:37 GMT
From: meltsner@crd.ge.com (Kenneth J Meltsner)
Subject: Re: fat, slow, blind, stupid, sex addicted females

More impressive is Chalker's fascination with body transformations, a
concept that played a significant role in all of his books I read.  Now, he
may have moved beyond this, I did stop reading him a few series ago, but it
seemed like he was absolutely obsessed with the idea of switching bodies
around, and especially through some sort of mental or scientific power:

The Diamond Series - every planet had its own variant on body
transformation through the Diamond organism.

the Well World Series - the whole series is obsessed with body (and
reality) transformations

Dancers in the Afterglow - the effects of the aliens on the human
population

The Laughing Gods series - poof, new bodies for the guy and girl, and off
they go

And the Devil ... - alternate worlds and new bodies

And more that I can't remember the titles of.

Ken Meltsner
GE Research and Development Center  
P.O. Box 8, Room K1/MB207	    
Schenectady, NY 12301               
(518) 387-6391
meltsner@crd.ge.com

------------------------------

Date: 25 Sep 90 16:37:01 GMT
From: mdb@esd.3com.com (Mark D. Baushke)
Subject: Re: Dickson's Childe Cycle Question

> Correct me if I'm mistaken (I often am<grin>), but wasn't Soldier, Ask
> Not rereleased as "Dorsai!" ?

You are wrong.

Dorsai! (DAW, ISBN 0-87997-342-0 copyright 1960) is the story of Donal
Grame. The Dorsai of the Dorsai who was the final link in a long genetic
train and an ultimate soldier.

Soldier, Ask Not (DAW, ISBN 0-87997-339-0 copyright 1967) is the story of
Tam Olyn. A trained news observer from Old Earth. This novel contains the
novella of the same name as about 1/3 of its text. The original novella is
intact within the larger book and the other 2/3 is/was new material.

I hope this helps,

Mark D. Baushke
mdb@ESD.3Com.COM

------------------------------

Date: 25 Sep 90 17:05:18 GMT
From: parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu
Subject: Re: Dickson's Childe Cycle Question

bleys@tronsbox.xei.com (Bill Cavanaugh) writes:
>>I have been reading the novels, novelettes and short stories in Gordon R.
>>Dickson's Childe Cycle, and now have a problem. I seem to have all the
>>stories in the series, except for _Soldier, Ask Not_.
>
> Correct me if I'm mistaken (I often am<grin>), but wasn't Soldier, Ask
> Not rereleased as "Dorsai!" ?

   Consider yourself corrected :-) _Soldier, Ask Not_ was a separate novel
published in 1967.  Last I saw, I believe it was published by DAW but I'd
have to check my collection.  Here are the 'books' of the cycle so far (
that I own ), I'm not sure of shorter works not published in these:

the cycle ( in action order )
Necromancer			1962
Dorsai				1960
Tactics of Mistake		1971
The Final Encyclopedia		1984
The Chantry Guild		1987

connected books
Lost Dorsai			1980
Soldier, Ask Not		1967
The Spirit of the Dorsai	1979

Gregg Parmentier
parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu

------------------------------

Date: 10 Sep 90 21:38:54 GMT
From: sd1r+@andrew.cmu.edu (Sridhar Dasari)
Subject: Re: A question for Guy Gavriel Kay fans

I read the Fionavar Tapesty trilogy over the summer, and though it was one
of the best fantasy that I've EVER read.  I highly recommend these books to
anyone who has even the remotest interest in fantasy (especially Arthurian
legend).  Did he write anything else good?  Please reply if you have any
info.

Sridhar H. Dasari

------------------------------

Date: 26 Sep 90 21:12:55 GMT
From: ddb@ns.network.com (David Dyer-Bennet)
Subject: Re: A question for Guy Gavriel Kay fans

sd1r+@andrew.cmu.edu (Sridhar Dasari) writes:
>I read the Fionavar Tapesty trilogy over the summer, and though it was one
>of the best fantasy that I've EVER read.  I highly recommend these books
>to anyone who has even the remotest interest in fantasy (especially
>Arthurian legend).  Did he write anything else good?  Please reply if you
>have any info.

He's written a big pseudo-Italian fantasy called Tigana; it has shipped in
hardcover, paperback would normally be about a year from now.  I haven't
read it all, but the sections I've seen look pretty good to me.

David Dyer-Bennet
ddb@terrabit.fidonet.org
ddb@network.com
ddb@Lynx.MN.Org
...{amdahl,hpda}!bungia!viper!ddb

------------------------------

Date: 16 Sep 90 21:02:11 GMT
From: eh1s+@andrew.cmu.edu (Edwin Huang)
Subject: Re: Ellen Kushner's _Swordspoint_

Ellen Kushner did write in an anthology called _Bordertown_ in case you
want to read more of her work.

The anthology had an interesting plotline, was written in 1986 and was
reminiscent of ideas and histories behind Shadowrun.

------------------------------

Date: 25 Sep 90 23:13:00 GMT
From: CILIBERT@ctrvx1.vanderbilt.edu
Subject: Fritz Leiber: books & cats

I'm looking for a complete bibliography of the writings of Fritz Leiber.
I've heard tell of such an item, published by Donald Grant (or somesuch
small press) but have been unable to locate a copy.

Jon
CILIBERT@VUCTRVAX

------------------------------

Date: 26 Sep 90 06:24:20 GMT
From: wheelan@quiche.cs.mcgill.ca (Bill HEELAN)
Subject: Speaking of Fritz Leiber

Years ago I read "Our Lady of Darkness" and thought it was one of the best
fantasies I'd read until then.  I've been looking for it off and on, but
have never seen it in the stores.  Heck, I've even tried ordering it a
couple of times, but the requests "timed out".

Does anyone have info on its availability?

And what do _you_ think of it?

Bill

------------------------------

Date: 27 Sep 90 02:00:39 GMT
From: farrell@batserver.cs.uq.oz.au (Friendless)
Subject: Re: Speaking of Fritz Leiber

wheelan@quiche.cs.mcgill.ca (Bill HEELAN) writes:
>Years ago I read "Our Lady of Darkness" and thought it was one of the best
>fantasies I'd read 'till then.  I've been looking for it off and on, but
>have never seen it in the stores.  Heck, I've even tried ordering it a
>couple of times, but the requests "timed out".

  You can't buy them in America because they dumped all the copies in
Australia. I'm serious - they turned up in piles over here about two years
ago. They were at a cheap price (10% of normal), along with stacks of
others, e.g. "Conjure Wife".
  I thought it was rather a good book - in the end a bit obscure, but it
scared me into staying in bed, which doesn't happen very often. "Conjure
Wife" was even better, I thought.

------------------------------

Date: 26 Sep 90 02:12:00 GMT
From: MUALLEMA@ecuvm1.bitnet (Tabby)
Subject: Re: SF-LOVERS Digest   V15 #329

Well, I've gotten lots of unwanted criticism on my tastes in SF literature
but no one who has yet attempted to answer my original question: Are there
going to be any more books in the "Gor" Series, or aren't there?  I want to
know who wins the war!  The last book I saw was the 25th - _Magicians of
Gor_.  By the way, from what I've heard the Gor movies were terrible, and
nothing like the books from which they were taken.

Tabby

------------------------------

Date: 18 Sep 90 13:18:38 GMT
From: mbrown@tonic.osf.org (Mark Brown)
Subject: Re: Hyperion

jmck@norge.Eng.Sun.COM (John McKernan) writes:
david@eng.sun.com (whining, beefing, and bellyaching) writes:
>>I wish I had stopped after "Hyperion".  The plot resolution wasn't very
>>satisfying to me, in fact it seemed really stupid.
>
> I think you're overreacting David. Granted that the nominal conclusions
> of The Fall of Hyperion and Mona Lisa Overdrive were a little weak (one
> being we charge off into the great and glorious future to save mankind,
> the other we live happily ever after in a huge chunk of RAM conviently
> dropped in a junk yard). But I think you're wrong to dismiss these great
> books on the basis of less than revolutionary endings.  Both books played
> out the fate of multiple characters at the end, and in that sense had
> more than just one ending.  And in any case, it's wrong to condemn
> hundreds of pages of brilliant and innovative characterization,
> description and plotting just because the last scene in a book is less
> brilliant than the rest.

It's not that the 'last scene is less brilliant' in these two books; I
actually like how they both ended.

The trouble is, both books were unnecessarily long, and filled with asides
that slow down the story. In fact, I heartily agree with Spinrad's essay in
the November ASIMOV'S the the HYPERION books are a clarion call for better
editing in the SF field.

Mark Brown
mbrown@osf.org
uunet!osf!mbrown
(617) 621-8981

------------------------------

Date: 22 Sep 90 13:34:19 GMT
From: John.Darnell@nss.fidonet.org (John Darnell)
Subject: Re: Hyperion

tiresias@walt.cc.utexas.edu (Doug Ingram) says:
> In particular, I liked the priest's tale in the first book

It often happens with me that I almost drop a book out of a sense that it
is dragging.  The Priest's tale was at first like that to me.  I was trying
to figure out what Simmons was doing, and was just about ready to put it
down when "I can't get it off!" ran across the page.  From there until the
surprise ending of that particular story, I sat spellbound.

What's sad in my mind is that most people that I've discussed that
particular tale with did not feel the impact of the story line as keenly as
I did.  Oh, they thought it was interesting, but it did not seem to phase
them at all that Father Dure' was in great fear of his immortal soul.  Dan
Simmons performed a subtle literary coup in that story, but perhaps because
of some lack of shared world view, the coup went unnoticed, at worst, or at
best, unappreciated.

> Anyone else have any thoughts on these books?  Are they new?

Both came out in the last couple of years.

>How long has Dan Simmons been around and what else has he written?

I have also read *PHASES OF GRAVITY* by Simmons.  It is an uncommonly good
book, but it is only quasi-science fiction.  The story happens in the
present day, and the chief protagonist is a former astronaut, and one of
the few who traveled to the moon.  If my memory serves me right, it
contains four somewhat interconnected stories about "adventures" that this
gentleman has when he goes on sabbatical from his job.  There is one
particular scene that occurs in the heights of the Rockies that is so well
written that it stands out like a flaring diamond.  Without giving away the
plot too much, it involves a drunken teenager who is moderating an imagined
contest between Satan and God during a thunderstorm.  It is riveting, if a
little unnerving.

I believe that Simmons has also written a book called *THE SONG OF KALI*,
but I have not read it.

IMHO, Simons is a power to be reckoned with in the genre.  Should he
continue his virtuoso performances, he will find a place (at least in my
mind) in that small circle where authors like Heinlein, Le Guin, and only
one or two others reside.  I will guarantee that I'll read anything by him
that I can get my hands on.

John Darnell
UUCP: ...!pitt!nss!John.Darnell
INTERNET: John.Darnell@nss.FIDONET.ORG

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

		 Books - Benford & M.A. Foster (2 msgs) &
                         Gibson (6 msgs) & Kerr (5 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 25 Sep 90 13:17:05 GMT
From: rmj@tcom.stc.co.uk (Rhodri James)
Subject: Re: Gregory Benford (was: Great <s)

cet1@cl.cam.ac.uk (C.E. Thompson) writes:
>I think my favourite Benford novel (as opposed to short story; there are
>many good ones) is "Against Infinity". Anyone care to disagree violently?

Mmmmm. Not having read "Against Infinity" yet, I am prepared to admit that
it might be better than "Across the Sea of Suns". However that is one of
the few books that I found creepy and depressing, and "Against Infinity"
would have to be astoundingly good to better it. IHMO, of course.

I must confess to a liking for Timescape despite myself; I'm not keen on
many aspects of it, but seeing the (alas departed) Whim as an Olde Englishe
pub was worth it for the amusement. Especially since when it did close for
the last time it was under the Food Hygiene Regulations.

Rhodri James
rmj@islay.tcom.stc.co.uk
rmj@tcom.stc.co.uk      
rmj10@phx.cam.ac.uk     

------------------------------

Date: 20 Sep 90 03:23:14 GMT
From: sk2f+@andrew.cmu.edu (Seth D. Kadesh)
Subject: R.A. Foster (Transformer, The Morphodite, ???)

Someone mentioned that DAW doesn't publish good SF.  Hate to disagree, but
the trilogy by R. A. Foster (Transformer, The Morphodite, and Redeemer (?)
- - not sure about the third title) are excellent SF.  Of course, they were
written some time ago.

Consider the perfect agent of change (I would say assassin, but that's not
quite right): A shapechanger, with a philosophy based on I-Ching.

Not doing a very good job of explaining this but, it's been a while since I
read the books.

Anyway, has R. A. Foster ever written anything else?

Seth
sk2f+@andrew.cmu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 27 Sep 90 04:24:56 GMT
From: csusac!potter@csufres.csufresno.edu (david potter)
Subject: M.A. Foster

Seth Kadesh writes:
> Someone mentioned that DAW doesn't publish good SF.  Hate to disagree,
> but the trilogy by R. A. Foster (Transformer, The Morphodite, and
> Redeemer (?) - not sure about the third title) are excellent SF.  Of
> course, they were written some time ago.
>
> Consider the perfect agent of change (I would say assassin, but that's
> not quite right): A shapechanger, with a philosophy based on I-Ching.
> Not doing a very good job of explaining this but, it's been a while since
> I read the books.
>
> Anyway, has R. A. Foster ever written anything else?

I believe you mean Michael A. Foster, the writer of "THE WARRIORS OF DAWN."
"THE WARRIORS OF DAWN" was published by DAW in 1975, but should have had a
prior hardback publication.  The novel, an impressively coherent piece,
dealt with the interaction between humans and a genetically-modified human
subspecies, the Ler.  Foster's use of biology, linguistics, anthropology,
sociology, and just generally marvelous storytelling, kept me wondering
"Who *is* this person, and why haven't I ever seen this name on a book
before?"  (For a while, I thought "M.A. Foster" might be "James Tiptree" in
an exceptionally good mood, but the second "Ler" book disabused me of that
opinion.)

Foster's made a few minor howlers in regard to details of language and
physical science, but has an understanding of the fields he explores
sufficient to maintain good SF standards and internal consistency.

His first two "Ler" books, "THE WARRIORS OF DAWN" and the sequel, whose
title escapes me (DAW book, cover painting by Michael Whelan, depicting a
woman againsts a background that looks like an unfolded tesseract) are
worth haunting used book stores for.
 
I thought "WAVES" was good writing, and an interesting idea, but didn't get
as excited about it.  The "Morphodite" trilogy you've already mentioned, so
I won't discuss it.
 
If you're looking for other old DAW books with impressive originality of
style and concept, allow me to point you to "CATCH THE STAR WINDS," by
Barrington J. Bayley.  It's an odd yarn, very imaginative, and makes
effective use of wildly disparate technologies and conceptual milieux.  The
book reads like the best of Jack Vance's work, mixed with classic
semi-"hard" adventure SF.  (Much of Bayley's work leaves me cold, but this
one is worth looking for.)

------------------------------

Date: 25 Sep 90 15:59:48 GMT
From: vehaag@crocus.uwaterloo.ca (Viktor Haag)
Subject: Re: Gibson

mnemonic@walt.cc.utexas.edu (Mike Godwin) writes:
>vehaag@crocus.uwaterloo.ca (Viktor Haag) writes:
>>Sadly enough, both book 2 and 3 lacked the sheer punch of book 1.
>
>I don't think this was due to any decline of Gibson's talent or efforts.
>(In fact, I think CZ and MLO are technically better than NEUROMANCER.)
>
>What it is due to, it seems to me, is the fact that our sensibilities as
>SF readers have been changed by NEUROMANCER, Gibson's earlier short
>stories, and the work of other writers in the c-word subgenre.
>
>Thus, the subsequent books are good, but don't have the same kind of
>revolutionary impact on our sensibilities that the first did.

I think that the 'punch' of books two and three is more a function of
Gibson's intention than a function of the readers expectations (although
the latter is presumably always a factor at some level).  Each book has
different objectives and a different agenda for achieving them.  As a
result they are written differently - they have a similar environment, but
only on the general level.  The books are about different people, who have
their own distinct concerns and points of view on their world.

Case's point of view lends itself to the choppy, hazy confused 'plot' of
the first book.  He doesn't understand the plot in which he is entangled,
and he spends most of his time in a high fueled by drugs of one sort or
another, both artificially and naturally introduced into his system.  This
state of mind produces the whirlwind of smack-you-inna-face images that are
strung together very effectively by Gibson in the first book.

Naturally with the change of protagonists in Count Zero and Mona Lisa we
have a switch in outlook as well as motive.  For those who loved the punch
of book one, the second two are bound to be a let down on at least one
level.  On the other hand, Gibson's talent as a writer allows him to craft
startlingly different books that have merits of their own.

------------------------------

Date: 25 Sep 90 17:33:15 GMT
From: U19807@uicvm.uic.edu
Subject: RE: Gibson

As far as the earlier comments bringing up NEUROMANCER, COUNT ZERO and MONA
LISA OVERDRIVE are concerned, I only have this to add: COUNT ZERO and MLO
were a great deal easier to read than NEUROMANCER, if only because the
prose is a lot smoother.  If I remember correctly, NEUROMANCER netted a
Hugo primarily because of its _innovative concepts_,and _not_ because of
its incredibly stylish prose. CZ and MLO,on the other hand, build on the
concepts introduced by NEUROMANCER while Gibson (IMHO) spends more time on
the prose of the novels.  NEUROMANCER is a great novel, certainly but, the
writing style is choppy and almost reads like Gibson was trying to be too
hip (read: trendy and/or flashy) with the writing style.  Gibson seems to
have re-worked his writing style somewhat to avoid this problem.

Chris Krolczyk
U19807@UICVM.BITNET

------------------------------

Date: 25 Sep 90 18:19:57 GMT
From: ddb@ns.network.com (David Dyer-Bennet)
Subject: Re: Gibson

mnemonic@walt.cc.utexas.edu (Mike Godwin) writes:
>What it is due to, it seems to me, is the fact that our sensibilities as
>SF readers have been changed by NEUROMANCER, Gibson's earlier short
>stories, and the work of other writers in the c-word subgenre.

What has Gibson, in particular, and the c-word writers, in general,
contributed to SF that was new, to cause the postulated change in our
sensibilities?  Neuromancer was okay, but I didn't see anything to change
my "sensibilities" in it.  I'd seen it all before, in John Brunner, John M.
Ford, lots of places.  Good stuff, but not new in Gibson.  It had already
affected my map as much as it was going to.

David Dyer-Bennet
ddb@terrabit.fidonet.org
ddb@network.com
ddb@Lynx.MN.Org
...{amdahl,hpda}!bungia!viper!ddb

------------------------------

Date: 25 Sep 90 08:48:41 GMT
From: eesshlgb@gdr.bath.ac.uk (S H L G Bisson)
Subject: First thoughts on "The Difference Engine"...

The waiting is over. Two years since it was announced, the hardback of the
Gibson- Sterling collaboration arrives in British bookshops as something of
a scoop for Gollancz. But is it worth the wait and the names?

I passed Waterstones last night, popped in for a peek at the books, and
came out having spent fourteen pounds on "The Difference Engine". I'm now
over halfway through the book. First impressions are good. Gibson the
stylist and Sterling the ideas man, delighting in an alternative
Victoriana, a world where Charles Babbage and Ada, Countess of Lovelace,
were right, and history changed.

A sprawling London, of riches and poverty, a spiraling plot, conspiracy,
London in a heatwave, a Radical Industrial Party, police engines, clackers
in white coats, repeating matches: streams of images tied to a strong
story.

The wait was worth it. I'll be home tonight to finish it. Can I wait that
long?

Simon Bisson

------------------------------

Date: 25 Sep 90 19:21:37 GMT
From: austern@ux5.lbl.gov (Matt Austern)
Subject: Re: Gibson

U19807@UICVM writes:
>As far as the earlier comments bringing up NEUROMANCER, COUNT ZERO and
>MONA LISA OVERDRIVE are concerned, I only have this to add: COUNT ZERO and
>MLO were a great deal easier to read than NEUROMANCER, if only because the
>prose is a lot smoother.  If I remember correctly, NEUROMANCER netted a
>Hugo primarily because of its _innovative concepts_,and _not_ because of
>its incredibly stylish prose.

I don't know what went through the minds of the people who voted to give
Gibson a Hugo for Neuromancer, but I certainly hope that this isn't true.
I find Gibson's model of human-computer interface (is that the "innovative
concept" you refer to?) neither particularly plausible nor a very important
part of the book.

I agree that Count Zero and Mona Lisa Overdrive are easier to read, but
that's not a criticism of Neuromancer, it's praise.  To me, what makes
Neuromancer a great book is, more than anything else, its beautiful prose.
It certainly is hard, at times, to tell just what is happening on a literal
level, but that's at least partly because that isn't the most significant
aspect of the book.

The writing in Neuromancer is indeed choppy, but that's really the point.
The book is about a society in which people have lost control, and the
prose reflects that.  Gibson's style is neither accidental nor incidental!

Matthew Austern
austern@lbl.bitnet
austern@ux5.lbl.gov
austern@lbl.gov

------------------------------

Date: 26 Sep 90 17:48:41 GMT
From: cpshelley@violet.uwaterloo.ca (cameron shelley)
Subject: Re: Gibson

U19807@UICVM.UIC.EDU writes:
>As far as the earlier comments bringing up NEUROMANCER, COUNT ZERO and
>MONA LISA OVERDRIVE are concerned, I only have this to add: COUNT ZERO and
>MLO were a great deal easier to read than NEUROMANCER, if only because the
>prose is a lot smoother.

  Personally, I found Neuromancer a _better_ read because of what was for
me an unusual new style.  The verbal fireworks were certainly toned down
for the two sequels and therefore easier to pick up, but I found the plot
lines much more tangled and harder to follow.

> If I remember correctly, NEUROMANCER netted a Hugo primarily because of
>its _innovative concepts_,and _not_ because of its incredibly stylish
>prose.  CZ and MLO,on the other hand, build on the concepts introduced by
>NEUROMANCER while Gibson (IMHO) spends more time on the prose of the
>novels.

  What concepts are you refering to?  The biotech?  The characters from
Neuromancer are dropped from CZ with only Molly being picked up again in
MLO (references to 3Jane aside).  I found very few of the characters in the
last two novels very sympathetic which made the mood of those books rather
distant and detached, almost schizophrenic.  This would have been more
appropriate if there were not quite so many diversions in the plot.  I
think Gibson just likes to show off his cyberware alot.  The matter of
"When It Changed" is hashed over repeatedly without getting very far.

> NEUROMANCER is a great novel,certainly,but the writing style is choppy
>and almost reads like Gibson was trying to be too hip (read: trendy and/or
>flashy) with the writing style.  Gibson seems to have re-worked his
>writing style somewhat to avoid this problem.

  I read his collection of short stories _Burning Chrome_ after Neuromancer
but before CZ or MLO, and the similarity between some of the stories and
the last two novels is quite obvious.  It struck me while reading both CZ
and MLO how much they were like several short stories glued together.
There is nothing wrong with this per se, but MLO in particular seemed to
have a very ragged plot as a result.  I think Neuromancer is better in this
regard.

Cameron Shelley
cpshelley@violet.waterloo.edu

------------------------------

Date: 25 Sep 90 21:51:19 GMT
From: aegl@unisoft.com (Tony Luck)
Subject: {Dagger,Dark,Dawn,???}spell (by Katherine Kerr)

I've just read Daggerspell, Darkspell, and Dawnspell. Are there any more
books in this sequence (Dawnspell doesn't tie up many loose ends; plenty of
scope for a sequel or 3)

Tony

------------------------------

Date: 25 Sep 90 23:00:54 GMT
From: chuq@apple.com (The Wandering Phew)
Subject: Re: {Dagger,Dark,Dawn,???}spell (by Katherine Kerr)

aegl@unisoft.UUCP (Tony Luck) writes:
>I've just read Daggerspell, Darkspell, and Dawnspell. Are there any more
>books in this sequence (Dawnspell doesn't tie up many loose ends; plenty
>of scope for a sequel or 3)

Yes. Bristling Wood, and Dragon Revenant. The latter is out in
hardcover/Trade paperback. Note that the market paperback will not be from
Del Rey, it'll be from Bantam (don't ask why, this is publishing.)

There are more books to come as well, although Dragon Revenant ties up most
of the current loose ends and begins a new cycle.

Chuq Von Rospach
chuq@apple.com

------------------------------

Date: 26 Sep 90 19:12:59 GMT
From: d88-bli@dront.nada.kth.se (Bo Lindbergh)
Subject: Re: {Dagger,Dark,Dawn,???}spell (by Katherine Kerr)

Can anyone out there explain why the Deverry books have increasingly
different titles on different sides of the Atlantic?

U.S. title                      U.K. title

Daggerspell                     Daggerspell
Darkspell                       Darkspell
The Bristling Wood              Dawnspell - The Bristling Wood
The Dragon Revenant             Dragonspell - The Southern Sea

(BTW, "don't ask why, this is publishing" is not an acceptable answer. ;-)

------------------------------

Date: 26 Sep 90 16:15:02 GMT
From: dave@moncam.co.uk (Speaker-To-Animals)
Subject: Re: {Dagger,Dark,Dawn,???}spell (by Katherine Kerr)

chuq@Apple.COM said:
>>I've just read Daggerspell, Darkspell, and Dawnspell. Are there any more
>>books in this sequence (Dawnspell doesn't tie up many loose ends; >plenty
>of scope for a sequel or 3)
>
> Yes. Bristling Wood, and Dragon Revenant. The latter is out in
> hardcover/Trade paperback. Note that the market paperback will not be

Bristling Wood is the sub-title to Dawnspell; they are the same book, at
least in the UK edition.

> There are more books to come as well, although Dragon Revenant ties up
> most of the current loose ends and begins a new cycle.

Hmm. I've liked the books a lot but I hope she will make some major plot
changes.  I'd really like to see her try a different universe for some new
fantasy.  I feel much the same way about Katherine Kurtz.  The Deryni
novels are good, but I'm starting to find the plots and characters a little
too similar.

Dave Allen
Monotype International ADG
Science Park			
Milton Road
Cambridge CB4 4FQ
England
+44 223 420018
dave@moncam.uucp		

------------------------------

Date: 26 Sep 90 20:02:41 GMT
From: chuq@apple.com (The Wandering Phew)
Subject: Re: {Dagger,Dark,Dawn,???}spell (by Katherine Kerr)

dave@moncam.co.uk (Speaker-To-Animals) writes:
>Bristling Wood is the sub-title to Dawnspell; they are the same book, at
>least in the UK edition.

You're right. I got confused.

>Hmm. I've liked the books a lot but I hope she will make some major plot
>changes.

Dragon Revenant starts some very major plot changes. Kit is definitely not
one to hang onto characters beyond their usefulness. See my review in
OtherRealms 28, currently being distributed on the net.

>I'd really like to see her try a different universe for some new fantasy.

She's done an SF book called Polar City Blues which is very different from
anything I've seen from here before.

Chuq Von Rospach
chuq@apple.com

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

		Books - Cook & Hubbard (4 msgs) & LeGuin &
                        Lewis (2 msgs) & May (3 msgs) &
                        Palmer (3 msgs) & Tolkien &
                        Short Reviews & Request Answer

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 26 Sep 90 14:48:18 GMT
From: HEROY@lsuvm.bitnet (Paul Heroy)
Subject: The Black Company

I'm reading Glen Cook's Black Company books for the 2nd time and in the
third book, The White Rose, I noticed something I also noticed the first
time but glossed over. Many of the documents Croaker hunts through are
described as being written in TelleKurre, a language/culture that is also
mentioned prior to TWR. In the last third of the book, he suddenly starts
talking about KurreTelle. I'm pretty sure this is just a goof (one that
should have been caught though), but does anyone disagree? Also, does
anyone know anything about when the 6th book (7th if you count The Silver
Spike), is due for publication? It's entitled (if I recall correctly)
Glittering Stone.

Paul Heroy

------------------------------

Date: 18 Sep 90 01:34:44 GMT
From: rsoft!mindlink!a710@van-bc.wimsey.bc.ca (Crawford Kilian)
Subject: Re: L. Ron Hubbard: Who is this guy anyway?

Allyn Lai makes me feel old when he asks who L. Ron was.  As a kid reading
the old Astounding, I rather enjoyed Hubbard's fiction, especially the
light-hearted Ole Doc Methuselah stories with their superior Edd Carter
illustrations.  I recall seeing the original Dianetics article in ASF, but
not reading it (hey, I was what, 9, 10?) or the subsequent flame wars in
the magazine's letters column.  I just figured it was one of those things
Campbell loved to push in his mag, like Korzybski's General Semantics,
which Van Vogt made much of.  Now that I think of it, the idea of the
synthetic religion has always been a popular one in SF; maybe Heinlein's
Sixth Column gave Hubbard ideas.  Certainly Hubbard shared the Astounding
ethos of what might be called "folk science" - the belief that the cranky
individual knew more and could learn more than over-educated bozos in
ivory-tower universities.  Yeah, and single-handed inventor-entrepreneurs
could build spaceships in their garages.  Well, it was all part of US
social history.

------------------------------

Date: 22 Sep 90 22:58:41 GMT
From: jherbers@dip.eecs.umich.edu (Joseph Edward Herbers)
Subject: Re: L. Ron Hubbard: Who is this guy anyway?

briel@sctc.com (Marc Briel ) writes:
>>I don't know how others percieve his SF work, but I'd rather read
>>something by an author who knows how to make a point.
>
>I have been reading his ten volume mega-saga "Mission Earth". It is not
>the worlds best SF series that I ever read but I have been...  I agree
>that he can be a bit verbose. Volume 1 was significantly more than 500
>pages (as I recall). Most of the others run about 400 pages.  I am working
>on Volume 8 now so I must like it pretty well to wa

I made it to vol 7 after starting and stopping at various previous books.
This series is just WAY too long.  From book 1, they made a big deal of
this being the first SF dekalogy (what about Anthony's Xanth now?)  and
that seems to be the only reason for making it this long.  Not that much
happens in these damn things and even the satire gets old after several
thousand pages.

I did like his epic "Battlefield Earth" and it was very long (1000+ pages).
I guess what really annoys me is that I bought all 10 of these books in
hardcover!  Can you believe it?  I can't.  My wife bought the first one for
me in hardcover for Christmas one year.  Then Hubbard died.  So when more
books came out, I was so happy (and I did like the first one), that I
started buying the others in hardcover to match.  Fortunately I got them
for like $12 instead of $20.  But I still can't believe I spent $120+ on
such a weak series.

Joe Herbers

------------------------------

Date: 12 Sep 90 20:42:17 GMT
From: jh6g+@andrew.cmu.edu (Jason F. Harvey)
Subject: Re: L. Ron Hubbard: Who is this guy anyway?

I feel that L.Ron is definitely on of the grandmasters of science fiction.
Checking out his Mission Earth series (10 books) or Battlefield Earth
(1000+ pages) should give you a the correct feeling that most people have.

------------------------------

Date: 26 Sep 90 01:05:07 GMT
From: kaufman@delta.eecs.nwu.edu (Michael L. Kaufman)
Subject: Re: L. Ron Hubbard: Who is this guy anyway?

jh6g+@andrew.cmu.edu (Jason F. Harvey) writes:
>I feel that L.Ron is definitely on of the grandmasters of science fiction.
>Checking out his Mission Earth series (10 books) or Battlefield Earth
>(1000+ pages) should give you a the correct feeling that most people have.

I would be more inclined to agree with you if he had not died five years
before writing "his" Mission Earth Series.

I did like Battlefield Earth enough to have read it in one 15 hour sitting.
I think the ending is not as good as the rest of the book, but all in all,
it was quite good no matter who wrote it.

Michael L. Kaufman
kaufman@eecs.nwu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 21 Sep 90 12:15:40 GMT
From: d86-lko@sm.luth.se (Lars-Ove Karlsson)
Subject: Earthsea

Does anyone know if the new Earthsea book "Tehanu: The Last Book of
Earthsea" is out in paperback yet or when it will be?

Thanks.

Lars-Ove

------------------------------

Date: 26 Sep 90 16:53:57 GMT
From: BS08%UK.AC.DUNDEE.PRIMEB@pucc.princeton.edu (GREG ANDERSON)
Subject: CS LEWIS REQUEST

   Does anyone out there know the titles of a trilogy written by C.S. Lewis
about Mars ? (I think one was called "Out of the Silent Planet")

Thanks.

Greg Anderson

------------------------------

Date: 26 Sep 90 12:50:28 GMT
From: jmann@angmar.sw.stratus.com (Jim Mann)
Subject: Re: CS LEWIS REQUEST

BS08%UK.AC.DUNDEE.PRIMEB@PUCC.PRINCETON.EDU (GREG ANDERSON) writes:
>Does anyone out there know the titles of a trilogy written by C.S. Lewis
>about Mars ? (I think one was called "Out of the Silent Planet")

They are not all about Mars. The first book takes place on Mars, the second
on Venus, the third on Earth. The titles are:

   Out of the Silent Planet
   Perelandra
   That Hideous Strength

By the way, each book is VERY different from each of the others. The first
is rather Wellsian (in plot/style, not philosophy). The second is, well,
perhaps like Burroughs, though it is a rather unique and strange book. The
final book is really the first of what is today called "urban fanstasy."
That Hideous Strength is also the best of the trilogy.

Jim Mann
Stratus Computer
jmann@es.stratus.com

------------------------------

Date: 19 Sep 90 18:15:42 GMT
From: sd1r+@andrew.cmu.edu (Sridhar Dasari)
Subject: Re: Julian May

   I've read May's two Intervention books and enjoyed them thoroughly.
Then, I read Multi-Colored Land and Golden Torc, but didn't enjoy them at
much as the Intervention books.  The plot in Intervention seemed a lot more
compelling, but that could be because of its relevance upon modern times.
I'm debating whether to continue reading the last two books of Plioscene
Exile series.  Are they worth it, given my preferences?  I think I would
rather wait for her new series (post-Intervention).  Recalling the end of
Metaconcert, I was wondering what other readers thought of the Ghost being
Marc.  Quite an intriguing last line.

Sridhar H. Dasari

------------------------------

Date: 26 Sep 90 14:44:54 GMT
From: hennebry@plains.nodak.edu (Michael J. Hennebry)
Subject: Re: Julian May

sd1r+@andrew.cmu.edu (Sridhar Dasari) writes:
>(post-Intervention).  Recalling the end of Metaconcert, I was wondering
>what other readers thought of the Ghost being Marc.  Quite an intriguing

The Lymlic species is much older than man. I'm not sure, but I think that
the Family Ghost is too.

Mike
hennebry@plains.NoDak.edu      

------------------------------

Date: 26 Sep 90 15:45:16 GMT
From: dswartz@bigbootay.sw.stratus.com (Dan Swartzendruber)
Subject: Re: Julian May

hennebry@plains.NoDak.edu (Michael J. Hennebry) writes:
>sd1r+@andrew.cmu.edu (Sridhar Dasari) writes:
>>(post-Intervention).  Recalling the end of Metaconcert, I was wondering
>>what other readers thought of the Ghost being Marc.  Quite an intriguing
>
>The Lymlic species is much older than man. I'm not sure, but I think that
>the Family Ghost is too.

I think you're missing something here.  Remember that if Marc is the Ghost
(as a Lylmic), their race would have originated back in the Pliocene, which
is certainly older than Humanity.

Dan S.

------------------------------

Date: 14 Sep 90 18:10:22 GMT
From: sd1r+@andrew.cmu.edu (Sridhar Dasari)
Subject: Emergence-by David Palmer

   I just finished Emergence , by David Palmer.  As far as I know this is
his first book.  But the copy I have is a paperback and quite old
(copyright pages missing).  Rating: Good-Very Good
   I thought this was a very good Post WWIII book with a lot of
imagination.  Basically, the plot's that a new species of man, Homo
Hominem, is evolving, and that the bionuclear war has weeded out all the
Homo Sapiens and left only Homo Hominem alive.  Homo Hominem are superior
to Homo Sapiens in terms of intelligence, resistance to any disease,
athleticism, superior learning capacity, etc.  The narrator is Homo
Hominem, and embarks on a quest across America to find others of her kind.
The format of the book is written in diary form, which's a little unusual.
Palmer manages to insert humor, realism, lessons of life all into this book
of an 11 year old girl trying to survive.  The plot is pretty standard, but
the writing impressed me the most.  Palmer is very imaginative and
creative, and ties up the characters and post-holocoust situation very
well.
   Does anyone know if he wrote any other books since then, and if so, are
they any good?
   Thanks for the info.
		
Sridhar H. Dasari

------------------------------

Date: 26 Sep 90 15:36:45 GMT
From: mok@pawl.rpi.edu (Malachi Orion Kelerison)
Subject: Re: Emergence-by David Palmer

sd1r+@andrew.cmu.edu (Sridhar Dasari) writes:
>I just finished Emergence , by David Palmer.  As far as I know this is his
>first book.  But the copy I have is a paperback and quite old (copyright
>pages missing).  Rating: Good-Very Good

Yup. Extremely fun. Although his conception of what the martial arts are
borders on the supernatural.

>The format of the book is written in diary form, which's a little unusual.

Unusual, Hell! It wins my award for most unusual sentence structure in a
novel.  The only complete sentences in the whole book were excerpts from
other sources and chapters written by people other than Candy. The truly
amazing thing is that after the first page or so, his sentence fragmented
line of conciousness writing becomes completely natural to read.

People: If you haven't read this book, it is worth reading JUST for the
sentence structure. You have to see it for yourself.

>Does anyone know if he wrote any other books since then, and if so, are
>they any good?

Yup. He wrote _Threshold_ a few years ago. Once again an incredibly fun
read, but his grasp of reality (in this case ecology) borders on the
supernatural.  I'll excuse his ecology (and a few details), because the
writing is so much fun. Now if he'll only write the sequel...

------------------------------

Date: 26 Sep 90 07:47:29 GMT
From: hsv3!mvp@vicom.com (Mike Van Pelt)
Subject: Re: Emergence-by David Palmer

sd1r+@andrew.cmu.edu (Sridhar Dasari) writes:
>I just finished Emergence , by David Palmer.  Rating:  Good-Very Good

I enjoyed it a lot, too, even though it got pretty weird near the end.  The
story had a large amount of charm (an odd thing to say about a
post-holocaust story!) and avoided being overly cute; a definite danger
with an 11-year-old protagonist.

*** SPOILER ***
The whole "telepathic parrot" bit strained suspension of disbelief beyond
the breaking point, as did Candy flying the space shuttle to a
walk-away-from landing using her ultralight flying experience.

>Does anyone know if he wrote any other books since then, and if so, are
>they any good?

His second book is called "Threshold", and it isn't very good.  Grossly
blatant power-tripping wish-fulfillment fantasy (even by the standards of
power-tripping wish-fulfillment fantasy!), without an ending.  (There was
supposed to be a sequel to finish the story, but rumor has it that the
publisher rejected it with extreme prejudice.)  Hero suddenly discovers a
new Vastly Powerful Paranormal Power every time he just happens to need one
to get him out of an inescapable trap.  Bleah.  And his terminology had a
*REAL* bad case of the "icky-cutes".

Mike Van Pelt
..ames!vsi1!v7fs1!mvp

------------------------------

Date: Wed, 26 Sep 90 12:17:28 EDT
From: ALBERGA@ibm.com
Subject: Mysterious Tolkien book

The book list on the flyleaf of the most recent trade-paperback edition of
the Hobbit contains an entry for "Stories and Poems" (or is it "Poems and
Stories"?  I'm not sure.)  When I first saw this I checked Books-in-Print,
to no avail.

I was in England last week, and checked in one of the big book shops on
Charing Cross Road, and sure enough, there was the book.  Unfortunately it
was a boxed special edition and 25 pounds, and the only way to find out the
contents was to buy it.  While I am a devoted Tolkien fan, I felt that that
was too steep a price for an unknown quantity.

So, is there anyone out there on the net who knows what the contents of
this book are?

Cyril N. Alberga

------------------------------

Date: 24 Sep 90 16:03:04 GMT
From: eric@snark.thyrsus.com (Eric S. Raymond)
Subject: Reviews: short takes

September catchup starts here.

Title:     The Fleet #5: Total War
By:        David Drake & Bill Fawcett (editors)
Publisher: Berkeley/Ace (September 1990)
Format:    pb, 278pp
ISBN:      0-441-24093-3

   Bletch. This is low-end generic military fiction - just the kind of
tepid mess you'd expect from a series that'd outlived its time and wasn't
very interesting or original to begin with (I checked; I went out and
bought "The Fleet #1" and forced myself through it). Makes a funny contrast
with...

Title:     The Vor Game
By:        Lois McMaster Bujold
Publisher: Baen (September 1990)
Format:    pb, 345pp
ISBN:      0-671-72014-7

   Ms. Bujold just copped the novella Hugo award for _The_Mountains_Of_
Mourning_ and with _The_Vor_Game_ demonstrates yet again why she's been the
focus of such popular and critical acclaim. The first part of this novel
appeared in _Analog_ as _The_Weatherman_, chronicling Miles Vorkosigan's
first assignment out of the Academy. After the confrontation with mad
General Metzov triggers a career-wrecking scandal, Miles is assigned to
Intelligence under Simon Illyan. During a routine evaluation mission at
Hegen Hub he encounters a runaway Emperor and is forced (yes, forced) back
into command of the Dendarii Mercenaries. And then there's the little
matter of a Cetagandan invasion fleet... This is seriously fun stuff,
abetted by Bujold's usual ironic humor and intelligence. It even includes a
timeline of Miles's career to date and a (sadly, not well executed) map of
the wormhole net near Barrayar. Don't miss.

Title:     New Destinies IX
By:        Jim Baen (editor)
Publisher: Baen (September 1990)
Format:    pb, 286pp
ISBN:      0-671-72016-3

   Jim Baen's pet bookazine continues to serve up a thought-provoking mix
of hard SF and science fact. I think it's in bad taste for him to hype
himself on the back cover as the new John W. Campbell, but it is surely the
case that the material is squarely in the hard-sf tradition of the old
Astounding/Analog. Highlights in this issue include Michael Flynn's
_Werehouse_, a revival of Pournelle's old _A_Step_Farther_Out_ column from
_Galaxy_, and a very stimulating piece on energy budgets and history from
S. M. Stirling.

Title:     The Ice Beast
By:        Frank A. Javor
Publisher: DAW (September 1990)
Format:    pb, 224pp
ISBN:      0-88677-443-8

   This sequel to _Scor_Sting_ isn't quite as likeable; maybe Javor ought
to quit while he's ahead. This time Eli Pike lands on a very *cold*
desolate rockball, seeking the racing beasts his dead buddy Harry Judd had
passed him rumors of. He finds it and, of course, a whole load of trouble.
Because the people who keep the beasts definitely *don't* want to be found.
More competently executed first-person-gritty, with lots of cartoony
violence among the high snowfields of Thul. A read-once for adventure-SF
fans.

------------------------------

Date: 21 Sep 90 23:37:05 GMT
From: scs@lokkur.dexter.mi.us (Steve Simmons)
Subject: Re: Another question.

BINDNER@auvm.auvm.edu writes:
>A new thread.  When I was in 9th grade I read a SF story about an inventor
>who, in attempting to invent a garbage disposal, finds a doorway to Vega
>with hilarious consequences.  Was this done by Heinlein (it seems like his
>style)?  I would appreciate the cite, as I did not own the book.

Since no one's replied in a week, was this Simak's "The Big Front Yard"?

------------------------------
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Date: 18 Sep 90 15:43:45 GMT
From: Cotsonas@uci.edu (Bruce Cotsonas)
Subject: Re: PKD: Insane Creator

One poster mentioned a theory about an insane creator and a second poster
accused Philip K. Dick of being insane.

I can understand people enjoying only some of Dick's books, but I am
shocked that folks would want to dismiss his work with claims of insanity.
He had a religious vision in 1974 and it had a great impact on his life.  I
recommend reading the many excellent full-length critical studies of his
work by Patricia Warren, Kim Stanley Robinson, et al. and the biographies
by Paul Williams, Gregg Rickman, Lawrence Suten, et al.

Read his work and read about him.  He was a great writer and a very "human"
being.

Bruce Cotsonas  

------------------------------

Date: 23 Sep 90 02:56:47 GMT
From: jherbers@dip.eecs.umich.edu (Joseph Edward Herbers)
Subject: Necroscope

[Since I've only got one response to this in alt.horror so far, I
thought I'd try here.  I know I've heard people refer to this book
before, and it also involves some "SF" elements. ]

I just finished Necroscope by Brian Lumley, first book in a "trilogy" (I
think there are four books now).  The only remarks I've heard on the net
about the book(s), is something like you'd hear in tv comedy sketches
("Garth? - sucked!"  or "Two snaps in a circle!").

I don't about this book; I liked it.  It kept me interested, and had some
nice ideas.  But there sure seemed to be an awful lot of different elements
to it.  I won't mention specifics (spoilers later) but most books usually
only deal with one or two "non-real" topics, say reincarnation,
interstellar space travel, demonic possession, etc.

This book is just LOADED with imagination-stretching concepts, one after
the other.  Most of them have been used before (often in fact), but never
all together like this.  While this did make things interesting, it got to
be a bit much.  Just when you're swallowing one concept, say, Necroscopy,
another one is thrust upon you.  The setting is other- wise modern-day,
real-world, so these developments get harder to swallow.

SPOILERS

First, we start off with the appearance of a ghost, or some kind of
otherworldy apparition.  We quickly move to a display of Necromancy.  Then
onto discussions of ESPers in general: spotters, telepaths, clairvoyants,
fortune-tellers, etc. Then the development of the necroscope.  And of
course in the meantime, we're learning more and more about vampires.  We
meet some more ESPers, the dead are raised, and things really get going.
Instantaneous space travel is discovered, the dead reject the dying,
reincarnation sort of occurs, and then finally time travel is employed.
Did I miss anything?  Oh yeah, espionage, too.

Any one of these topics is normally enough for an entire novel.  But this
books throws in all of them.  It got harder and harder to keep buying this
stuff going on but I liked the book anyway.

So, what do the rest of you think???

What are the rest of the books in the series like?  (Are there more topics
left to explore or does he actually focus on ones already employed in this
book?)

Joe Herbers

------------------------------

Date: 18 Sep 90 17:23:19 GMT
From: U19807@uicvm.uic.edu
Subject: RE: Humor in SF

I would have to nominate at least two short stories by Harlan Ellison:
"Santa Claus vs. S.P.I.D.E.R." is a hilarious piece lampooning James Bond
novels, Saint Nick, Pulp SF thrillers and (then) contemporary political
figures like Agnew and Wallace.  Another good one is the ecological fable
"Ecotopia", in which the Earth decides to waste half the human race by the
usual ecologically disastrous methods after it got ticked at our species'
fouling of the nest.  The end of the story, if I remember it correctly,
also dealt with the potential reaction of readers quite nicely as well:

   "And everyone lived happily ever after.
    And f*** you,too."

"Santa Claus vs. S.P.I.D.E.R." is from THE BEAST THAT SHOUTED LOVE AT THE
HEART OF THE WORLD, "Ecotopia" is from APPROACHING OBLIVION.  WARNING: Even
if I didn't get the full titles right, these _are_ close enough for just
about anybody to figure out.  Unfortunately, due to my questionable storage
"system", it's been a while since I read these.  They're still
hilarious, though.

Chris Krolczyk
University of Illinois at Chicago

------------------------------

Date: 21 Sep 90 22:20:00 GMT
From: MDIGIACO@tufts.bitnet
Subject: SF Humor/ST:TNG

A new parody of ST:TNG, written in a style similar to "Bored of the Rings",
has just been released.  It's called "Star Wreck: The Generation Gap" and
deals with the new crew of the USS Endocrine meeting up with the originals.

New Crew:
Jean-Lucy Ricardo: Captain
Wilson Piker:  Number One
Dacron: android
Lt. Wart: a Kringle
Lt. Deanna "Dee" Troit: Counselor
Dr. Cape Pragmatski
Lt. Commander Georgie La Forgery: blind chief engineer
Westerly Flusher: son of Beverage Flusher, and Twinkie freak

Old Crew:
Capt. James T. Smirk: with a girl on EVERY planet
Mr. Smock: a Vulture
Sean Micheal Thomas Snot the 3rd: Engineer
Lt. Yoohoo: mistress of the Hey-You frequecies
Dr. "Moans" McCaw: "I'm a doctor not a ..."
Checkout & Zulu: 'nuff said

A must read imho.

------------------------------

From: rodney@ncrorl.orlando.ncr.com (Rodney Hamilton)
Date: 21 Sep 90 23:51:23 GMT
Subject: Re: Humor in SF

How about "It's All In Your Mind", by Robert Bloch?  (based on "The Big
Binge" which appeared in Imaginative Tales 1955 before I learned to read)

It is loaded with campus humor, puns, vampires, spies, Elmer Klopp (our
hero) and his pal - the biggest imaginary pink elephant you ever thought
you saw.  Don't forget Professor Perry Noid and his daughter, Ada.

Rodney V. Hamilton
NCR Corp.
E&M-Orlando
Lake Mary, FL
rodney@ncrorl.Orlando.NCR.COM
rodney@ncrorltv.UUCP
{uunet,ncrsd}!ncrlnk!ncrorl!rodney
uunet!ncrorltv!rodney

------------------------------

Date: 22 Sep 90 01:01:01 GMT
From: lsc%chryse@sun.com (Lisa S Chabot)
Subject: Re: Humor in SF (SFL V15 #312)

If fantasy also counts, then you should try EXPECTING SOMEONE TALLER.  And
anything by Terry Pratchett.

------------------------------

Date: 22 Sep 90 22:59:22 GMT
From: manning@truebalt.cco.caltech.edu (Evan Marshall Manning)
Subject: Re: Humorous series (was Re: SF Humor)

dant@mrloog.WR.TEK.COM (Dan Tilque) writes:
>The biggest problem with humorous series is when the author runs out of
>new jokes and just repeats the same ones with variations.
>
>This happens in Harrison's Stainless Steel Rat series, Laumer's Retief
>stories and, especially Asprin's Myth series.

But every once in a while...

Suzette Haden Elgin (sp?) had two not particularly amusing series in her
younger days: Coyote Jones is about a projective telepath working for the
trigalactic government.  Then there was a fantasy series the name of which
escapes me.  But all the fun happens when Coyote crash-lands on the fantasy
planet and proves no match for granny magic.

Evan M. Manning
manning@gap.cco.caltech.edu
manning@mars.jpl.nasa.gov
gleeper@tybalt.caltech.edu

------------------------------

Date: 21 Sep 90 23:45:17 GMT
From: scs@lokkur.dexter.mi.us (Steve Simmons)
Subject: Re: Humor in SF (SFL V15 #312)

Andy Boze wrote:
> [...] I'm wondering if anyone would care to recommend some of their
> favorite funny SFal literature to get me going again. Novels, short
> stories, anything will do, but I'm particularly looking for
> Ha-Ha-laugh-out-loud-fall-off-the-bed- onto-the-floor types of humor.
> Good puns are welcome, too. Anyone got any recommendations?

The Flying Sorcerers, by Niven and Gerrold
Tales From The White Hart, by Arthur C. Clark
Tales From Gavagans Bar, by ? (Fletcher Pratt?)
Anything written by Terry Pratchett (fantasy)
Dickson & Andersons Hoka stories (hard to find, titles keep changing)

------------------------------

Date: 23 Sep 90 18:09:46 GMT
From: gateley@rice.edu (John Gateley)
Subject: Re: Humorous series (was Re: SF Humor)

I found another humerous book which has not been mentioned: it is "A
Spector is Haunting Texas" by Fritz Leiber. I won't spoil it other than to
say it is about a 97 pound weakling (:^) who is an actor, and Texans who
are 8 feet tall. I am only half done, but am enjoying it a lot.

John
gateley@rice.edu

------------------------------

Date: 22 Sep 90 13:36:00 GMT
From: John.Darnell@nss.fidonet.org (John Darnell)
Subject: Re: SF Humor

fuzzy@athena.mit.edu says:
> And the stories about the hill-billy clan who are all mutants (I've
> forgotten their name!  Ack!)

They were the Hogben clan, and as best as I can tell the first story
Kuttner published about them was *EXIT THE PROFESSOR*, published in 1947 by
Thrilling Wonder Stories.

John Darnell
UUCP: ...!pitt!nss!John.Darnell
INTERNET: John.Darnell@nss.FIDONET.ORG

------------------------------

Date: 25 Sep 90 05:22:31 GMT
From: farrell@batserver.cs.uq.oz.au (Friendless)
Subject: Re: Humorous series (was Re: SF Humor)

dak@sq.sq.com (David A Keldsen) writes:
>So far, the only series that I've been *really* *glad* that it *is* a
>series is Discworld.  Terry Pratchett is incredibly funny; his work stands
>up to (say) _The Complete Compleat Enchanter_ by Fletcher Pratt and L.
>Sprague de Camp.

  So sorry, but I heard so much about "Discworld" while compiling the Godd
Reading Guide that I just had to check it out. So far I have read "The
Colour of Magic" and "The Light Fantastic" and was mildly amused, no more.
I thought Hitchhikers' was far better.

------------------------------

Date: 26 Sep 90 01:07:48 GMT
From: cs631124@umbc5.umbc.edu (cs631124)
Subject: Humor in SF

   A while back someone was looking for humorous SF.  Have you tried:

   "The Master of Space and Time" by Rudy Rucker - gonzo n-dimensional SF
   "The Tsaddik of the Seven Wonders" by Isadore Haiblum
   "Shaggy B.E.M. Stories" by various folks.  Picked this up at NolaCon II
      in '89.  It's filled with hilarious parodies of Lovecraft, Gor
      novels, John Carter stories, adventures at cons, etc.  Hard to find
      but well worth the trip.
   "Bimbos of the Death Sun" by Sharyn McCrumb - if you've ever been to a
      con you know she's dead right on every page!
 

------------------------------

Date: 24 Sep 90 16:04:39 GMT
From: eric@snark.thyrsus.com (Eric S. Raymond)
Subject: Reviews: short takes

More September catchup.

Title:     Conan The Indomitable
By:        Steve Perry
Publisher: TOR (September 1990)
Format:    pb, 273pp
ISBN:      0-812-50860-2

   Yes, it's Yet Another Conan Pastiche. This one's better than most (and a
*lot* better than the last one to come out) as it actually includes a few
moments of humor and wit. Perry (author of _The 97th_Step) demonstrates
once again that he can turn out an unusually well executed brand of
ultimate-warrior hackery.

Title:     Expecting Someone Taller
By:        Tom Holt
Publisher: Berkeley/Ace (September 1990)
Format:    pb, 232pp
ISBN:      0-441-2232-X

   This wry, funny fantasy makes me want to go out and find a copy of the
author's previous, _Who's_Afraid_Of_Beowulf_. It tells us the story of what
happens when sweet-souled, nebbishy Malcolm Fisher runs over a magic badger
and finds himself possessor of the Ring of the Nibelungs and putative
Master of the World. This is a big change for the world - you see, the Ring
has never been borne by anybody *nice* before. Very shortly he finds his
quiet life intruded on by the Norse gods (a tedious, petulant lot, most of
them) Alberich the Ring-Maker (now a rather bourgeois geologist with a
really *chronic* case of indigestion) and the three beautiful
Rhinedaughters (gorgeous, predatory cosmic beach-bunnies who've been
scheming to get the Ring back for over a thousand years). The results are
completely delightful and not a bit tragic.  Check your Wagner at the door
and enjoy.

Title:     Fugue State/The Death of Dr. Island
By:        John M. Ford/Gene Wolfe
Publisher: ROR (September 1990)
Format:    pb, 121/62pp
ISBN:      0-812-50813-0

   _The_Death_Of_Dr._Island_ is a gripping, eerie speculation on the nature
of insanity that works as a dramatic construction; _Fugue_State_ is an
equally compelling speculation on sanity that doesn't! The denoument
depends on the assumption that Berkeley and the Hindus were right, that
`reality' is an epiphenomenon of consciousness. Now, regardless of the
philosophical status of this idea, using it as an `explanation' in fiction
is a cop-out only a little more sophisticated than "and then he woke up."
So I'd say pass on this mismatched pair; go find a copy of
_The_Death_Of_Dr._Island_And_Other_Stories_And_Other_ Stories_ and enjoy
that.

------------------------------

Date: 25 Sep 90 23:00:49 GMT
From: ap1i+@andrew.cmu.edu (Andrew C. Plotkin)
Subject: Re: felines in sf

sbishop@desire.wright.ed writes:
> There was also a book called _Change_ that involved feline type beings
> and telepathy.

The author was Ann Maxwell.

------------------------------

Date: 26 Sep 90 15:23:37 GMT
From: HART@UIUCVMD ("Michael S. Hart")
Subject: re felines in sf

Contrary to a previous report: there are no feline races represented in the
"Lensman Series" by EE Smith, nor in the "Skylark series" nor in "Master of
the Vortex" or "Galaxy Primes."

I have the books here and would be happy to look up various passages, for
interested parties.

The four main "good guy" races of Lensmen were Terrans (human), Velantians
(dragon), Palainian (4th dimensional oddities) and a warm blooded race
which would be closest to us, but definitely not cat-like, from Rigel (body
like 55 gallon drum with tentacles and no vision, but with "sense of
perception."

The "bad guys" were Kalonians (blue humanoids) (extra-galactic) and the
Ploorans (they changed with the seasons, and were a litte 4th dimensional,
themselves), the Eich (should be before Ploorans if you are ranking
rankness)(Council of Boskone), and, ultimately the Eddorians (brains)
(Arisians were our counterparts).

There were some animals with claws, including Velantians (remember Worsel?)
and his natural enemies.  I suppose with the widest possible latitude, some
of the races could be described as like Grypons, Gryphoons, and other mixed
mythical races.  Ergo, a case could be made for some cat properties but not
in the manner in which we were discussing C'mell's the the C'people, or the
D'persons, etc. of Cordwainer Smith.

Michael S. Hart

------------------------------

Date: 26 Sep 90 17:25:26 GMT
From: csusac!potter@csufres.csufresno.edu (david potter)
Subject: No cats in E.E. Smith?   HAW HAW HAW.

Someone named Michael S. Hart blathers:
> Contrary to a previous report: there are no feline races represented in
> the "Lensman Series" by EE Smith, nor in the "Skylark series" nor in
> "Master of the Vortex" or "Galaxy Primes."
>
> I have the books here and would be happy to look up various passages, for
> interested parties.

[listing of Rigellian, Velantian, Palainian, and Terran races deleted]
[listing of the major Eddorian adherent races deleted]

I would suggest that before you make sweeping statements about books that
many of us love, implying that an aleurophile of E.E. Smith's caliber would
write books with no cats in them, that you RE-read the novels you've so
cavalierly offered to look up passages in, for the rest of us.  And *this*
time, try it with the TV set off so you can pay attention to what you're
reading!
 
References to the Vegians are made at *NUMEROUS* points in several of the
"Lensman" novels proper, including Kimball Kinnison quoting the Vegian
good-will wish, "Tail high, brother!"
 
The "VORTEX BLASTER" has quite a good major character named Vesta, a Vegian
linguist, who is by far one of EES's best-developed and most likable
characters.  (And if Vesta isn't markedly feline, I'm descended directly
from retarded Eddorians!)
 
Lastly, a Terran-normal catess, mis-named "Thomas," is an important
character in "FIRST LENSMAN."  (It is due to this character that we
discover that Arisians regard Terran cats as persons worthy of attention.)
 
Smith liked cats *almost* as much as Heinlein, and would certainly never
have perpetrated a universe which did not contain several varieties.

------------------------------

Date: 26 Sep 90 20:35:25 GMT
From: hsv3!mvp@vicom.com (Mike Van Pelt)
Subject: Re: re felines in sf

HART@UIUCVMD ("Michael S. Hart") writes:
>Contrary to a previous report: there are no feline races represented in
>the "Lensman Series" by EE Smith, nor in the "Skylark series" nor in
>"Master of the Vortex" or "Galaxy Primes."

I hate to disagree, but what are the Vegians, if not cat-like?  I don't
think they appear in the Lensman series proper, though they are mentioned
as being "pretty close to human if you overlook the tails."  However, one
of them is a *major* character in "Masters of the Vortex," and is described
as extremely cat-like.  In fact, slang for Vegians was "cats."  At one
point, Dr. Neil Cloud's reaction time is measured, and he proves to have
extremely fast reflexes.  The doctor performing the examination is
surprised, and asks him "Are you sure you don't have some cat in your
family tree?"  Then there's a bit of discussion about whether a
human-Vegian hybrid would be possible.

Mike Van Pelt
...ames!vsi1!v7fs1!mvp

------------------------------
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                  Palmer (2 msgs) & Short Reviews & 
                  Request Answers (5 msgs) & Requests (5 msgs) &
                  Man-Kzin Wars

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 27 Sep 90 18:35:28 GMT
From: mtp@ukc.ac.uk (M.T.Paley)
Subject: Re: Nemesis

This is only my opinion but Nemesis is by far the worst Asimov book I have
ever come across.  It does not ramble quite as much as the later Foundation
books which I found myself skipping whole pages of but the plot is feeble.
It has been a while since I read it but I seem to remember that there was
not one believable character in it - the leaders of the Earth and the
orbital settelment were both completely insane.

Someone said that it comes in Asimov's top third as far as the technology
goes.  True it does describe the details of equipment more than usual but
at one point they plan to move a star by repeatedly flying a spacecraft
past it in hyperspace past it and letting it push (inverse gravity) the
star onto a new path.  It had already been established that the repulsive
force from a ship in hyperspace is exactly as strong as its attractive
force in normal space.  Another glaring problem was that a dustcloud
between the red dwarf (nemesis) and the Earth reduced its magnitude by a
certain amount which was given. Later from the red dwarf the sun was
invisible when according to my calculations it would still have been fairly
prominent.

In general I would have to give this book a rating of :-(

Oh for books as good as the early robot ones.

Matthew Paley
Space Science
Physics Lab
The University
Canterbury CT2 7NR
0227 764000 ext 3834
...!ukc!mtp

------------------------------

Date: 27 Sep 90 19:52:00 GMT
From: J_DELANO@unhh.bitnet
Subject: Is God dead?

   All this talk about The Devil's Day (which I myself began ) leads me to
another question - is God really dead?  I assumed that at the end of _Black
Easter_ God pretty much abandoned we lowly mortals to fight our own battle,
knowing ahead of time (He's omnicient, isn't he?) that Satan would really
lose in the end.  But recently a new idea has appeared to me, that God
really _did_ die.  If this is the case, it makes the book all the more
frightening.
   Any Blish fans out there?

------------------------------

Date: 28 Sep 90 02:42:00 GMT
From: CILIBERT@ctrvx1.vanderbilt.edu
Subject: Ellison

Is there any news available on some new editions of Harlan Ellison's
fiction?  Right now only ANGRY CANDY and DEATHBIRD STORIES seem to be in
print.

(And a more difficult question: Why is it that all the really good writers
go out of print so quickly (e.g., Ellison, Leiber, Sturgeon etc.)?)

Jon
CILIBERT@vuctrvax

------------------------------

Date: 27 Sep 90 20:09:14 GMT
From: twells@eecs.cs.pdx.edu (Tabor Wells)
Subject: Re: Gerrold

MJENKIN@OPIE.BGSU.EDU writes:
>>... And they never were released in hardback...
>
>I beg to differ :-) but they were, at least _Day for Damnation_.  I took
>your advice ahead of time and checked it out of the library, in hardback.
>As I considered it rather dreary, I never read the other two.

Well, there were two editions of A Matter for Men and A Day for Damnation.
As far as I know the second edition (The one that leaves ADFD open for a
sequel. The other ended the series on that ADFD) was only published in pbk.
And it is also the only one where A Rage for Revenge fits into the series.
You probably considered it "dreary" because you never read the first one.
Without reading the first one (AMFM), the second would seem quite dull and
kind of hard to understand.

Tabor Wells
twells@eecs.cs.pdx.edu

------------------------------

Date: 27 Sep 90 19:25:12 GMT
From: mwhite@byson.mitre.org (Mike White)
Subject: L. Ron Hubbard

I made it to the 5th book of the Mission: Earth series before I got bogged
down.  They were taking a whole novel-length opus to tell a short story.
Battlefield Earth, however, was great (imho).  One reviewer on the book
jacket said it best: "The old pulp music sings from every page" or
something to that effect.  BE had the feel and texture of the classic SF
from the "golden age", before we all became quite so jaded.  I remember it
well; hiding under the blankets long after my bedtime, reading an old issue
of Astounding with my Tom Corbett flashlight.  Some space jockey or other
would yell something like "We can catch those atom thieves if we hurry --
let's blast off for Venus!", and I could just see the scene, bathed in a
golden light of pure and perfect fantasy. BE recaptured that feeling more
than most other contemporary works, and I read it from cover to cover in a
pleasant haze of nostalgia.  Say what you will about ole' elron, the old
boy sure could write SF.

------------------------------

Date: 26 Sep 90 13:24:18 GMT
From: rsoft!mindlink!a684@van-bc.wimsey.bc.ca (Nick Janow)
Subject: Re: Emergence-by David Palmer

I read the book quite awhile ago and I remember liking most of it.
However, I was very annoyed at the last part; the psychic powers that
Palmer added on were totally unnecessary to the story and felt as if they
were just tacked on for some demented marketing reason.

I hate it when books tack on an unnecessary "thing" like PSI, god-like
aliens in the background or other things along those lines.  They can spoil
an otherwise good book.  :(

------------------------------

Date: 26 Sep 90 22:26:02 GMT
From: mkr@zot.morgan.com (Mike Rosenberg)
Subject: Re: Gibson

austern@ux5.lbl.gov (Matt Austern) writes:
>I don't know what went through the minds of the people who voted to give
>Gibson a Hugo for Neuromancer, but I certainly hope that this isn't true.

That same year, the novel Emergence, by David R. Palmer was also nominated
for best novel. i really enjoyed Neuromancer, but i was very surprised and
disappointed that Emergence didn't win. IMHO, Emergence was far more
entertaining.

Btw, does anyone know what happened to Palmer? he seems to have
disappeared.

Mike
mkr@fir.morgan.com

------------------------------

Date: 24 Sep 90 16:06:15 GMT
From: eric@snark.thyrsus.com (Eric S. Raymond)
Subject: Reviews: short takes

More September catchup.

Title:     The Eyes of the Beholder
By:        A. C. Crispin
Publisher: Pocket Books (September 1990)
Format:    pb, 243pp
ISBN:      0-671-70010-3

   Ms. Crispin seems to have a thing about handicaps and adjustment
thereto. In _Silent_Dances_ a deaf person spends pages ruminating over
whether to have her hearing restored with a new operation; in this novel,
blind but electronically "sighted" Commander La Forge spends the opening
pages contemplating the same question. Sadly, in _Eyes_ the opening scenes
are followed by a melodramatic, cliche-heavy tangle of subplots apparently
intended as a "juvenile" but insulting to the intelligence of an SF fan of
any age. I mean, really - between the cute little orphan girl, the
Mysterious Alien Force Within The Sargasso Of Dead Ships, Data's fumbling
attempts to write a novel and sundry thumpingly obvious reactions by
characters that were cardboard to begin with, I was hard put to get halfway
through this dreadful turkey. _Dances_ had its problems but wasn't this
bad; more evidence, I guess, for the theory that trekfic brings out the
worst in authors and editors.

Title:     Grass
By:        Sheri S. Tepper
Publisher: Bantam/Spectra (September 1990)
Format:    pb, 449pp
ISBN:      0-553-28565-3

   Sheri S. Tepper has a regrettable tendency to waste a major imaginative
talent on axe-grinding and shaky premises. When she manages to avoid this
she is very good indeed, as _Grass_ demonstrates. The book revolves around
a multi-layered biological puzzle, as Lady Marjorie Westriding of Earth
works to understand the relationship between the Grassian aristocracy and
the creatures they ride in their weird and often lethal parody of Old
Earth's fox hunts. The results are dark and fascinating. Recommended.

Title:     Fire on the Border
By:        Kevin O'Donnell, Jr.
Publisher: ROC (September 1990)
Format:    pb, 368pp
ISBN:      0-451-45030-2

   The author of _The_Journeys_of_McGill_Feighan_ and _Oracle_ brings us a
hardware-heavy space opera. The vast and alien Wayholder Empire, committed
to endless war against the devouring nano-replicators of the even more
alien Korrin, begins to use human frontier worlds as training grounds for
its troops. It hands Terra an ultimatum: permit the slaughter of so many
planetary populations a year or face total annihilation. The Terran
Association submits, neutralizing its vast navies but the colony worlds do
not. It falls to two men - Kajiwara Hoshiro and his clone-son Daitaku, the
last samurai, to lead the battle against human defeatism and alien might.
The characters are strictly cardboard but the hardware and tactical ideas
quite original and interesting; if you like hard SF with carefully thought
out space-battle scenes as much as I do, you'll enjoy this book for that
reason alone.

------------------------------

Date: 21 Sep 90 13:18:33 GMT
From: sos@oz.plymouth.edu (Steffan O'Sullivan)
Subject: Re: book request

HYPERION@widener writes:
>I remember someone writing in here about (and I even saw it in a
>bookstore) a book about... well, I am not sure what it was about, but I
>have the impression it featured a protagonist who was (possibly) a
>warrior/monk type with his huge, silent companion (who may also have been
>a monk/warrior type).

Doesn't really fit the bill, but it's not *too* far off, and is a GREAT
read: Bridge of Birds, by Barry Hughart.  The sequel is Story of the Stone,
not quite as good, alas, but still enjoyable.

Steffan O'Sullivan
sos@oz.plymouth.edu

------------------------------

Date: 24 Sep 90 08:11:40 GMT
From: boyajian@ruby.dec.com (Cisco's Buddy)
Subject: Re: another book ID

dirk@csuchico.edu (Dirk Walls) writes:

>I seem to remember reading a book about 8-10 years ago that was a sendup
>of Superman with lots of sex in it. [...] The book was a library book, but
>I've never seen or heard of any reference to it since then. It seems like
>a book P.J. Farmer might have written.  Does it exist, or was it a really
>weird and memorable dream I had a long time ago?

No, it's not a dream, it's real. The title is SUPER-FOLKS, and the author
is Robert Mayer.

 --- jayembee (Jerry Boyajian)
UUCP:	...!decwrl!ruby.enet.dec.com!boyajian
ARPA:	boyajian%ruby.DEC@DECWRL.DEC.COM

------------------------------

Date: 26 Sep 90 14:37:29 GMT
From: wyzansky@nadc.nadc.navy.mil (H. Wyzansky)
Subject: Request answer

REDELMAN@auvm.auvm.edu (Richard B. Edelman) writes:
> Does anyone remember the name and author of the novel about the
> alternative history where the U.S. invades the Japanese mainland near the
> end of WWII?

The novel is _Lighter than a Feather_ by Donald Westlake.  It deals with
Operation Olympic (the invasion of Kyushu).  I don't recall any mention of
atomic bombs (working or non) at all.  The battle scenes are pretty good.

Harold Wyzansky

------------------------------

Date: 25 Sep 90 13:19:15 GMT
From: jdnicoll@watyew.uwaterloo.ca (Brian or James)
Subject: Re: Alternate History Lists?

ecl@cbnewsj.att.com (Evelyn C. Leeper) writes:
>REDELMAN@auvm.auvm.edu (Richard B. Edelman) writes:
>> Does anyone remember the name and author of the novel about the
>> alternative history where the U.S. invades the Japanese mainland near
>> the end of WWII?
>
>I didn't realize the Japanese had a mainland.
>
>In any case, this seems insufficient to identify the book; can you tell us
>more?

   It's only an island from the water [I wish I knew what that *meant*].
The book sounds like 'Burning Mountain' by Alfred Coppel. Was there an
American officer with significant personal ties to Japan in it as a central
character?

James Nicoll

------------------------------

Date: 27 Sep 90 01:18:00 GMT
From: MJENKIN@opie.bgsu.edu
Subject: Alternate History Lists?

>Does anyone remember the name and author of the novel about the
>alternative history where the U.S. invades the Japanese mainland near the
>end of WWII?

I believe it was "The Burning Mountain" or something similar... and I can't
remember the title.  Most of what I remember involves the fact that the
main US fighter was the F8F Bearcat and there were some B-17 Forts
transplanted from the European Theater.  It was kind of an apocalyptic tale
and the USA ends up inventing the atom bomb anyway.

Mark F. Jenkins
Bowling Green State University

------------------------------

Date: 22 Sep 90 15:24:30 GMT
From: graham@dolmen.uucp (James Graham)
Subject: Cheddar cheese....

Several years ago I recall reading a book that was a lot of fun.  I can't
for the life of me remember the title and I'm unsure of the author (Harry
Harrison, I think).

Basically, the plot involved some kids, one of which was a garage type
inventor.  He created a box with a coathanger antenna on top, which was
supposed to be either a time machine or a dimensional travel machine
(again, I think).
 
It didn't do anything when he turned it on, but then one of the kids stuck
a piece of cheddar cheese in it and VOILA!, a hole in the exact shape of
the bent coathanger was formed in the wall in front of them.
 
Thus, the machine was given the name "Cheddite Projector", the kids were
somehow teleported into another dimension, and the story continues with
these really bizarre beings with eyeballs around the perimeter of their
abdomen....and the story goes on.

Does ANYONE remember the name of this book?

Thanks.

dolmen!graham@iuvax.cs.indiana.edu

------------------------------

Date: 25 Sep 90 08:03:01 GMT
From: hsv3!mvp@vicom.com (Mike Van Pelt)
Subject: Story request: "Door Lock"?

Someone on a local BBS asked me about a story that he thought was in Analog
somewhere between 1970 and 1976.  I've searched all my Analogs, and
couldn't find it, though it sounds like the sort of story I would have
remembered if I'd read it.  (Though come to think of it, I have a sort of
vague memory of something like this.)

There's a secret organization that opens people's mail, listens in on
conversations, etc., which organizes all this data with a big computer
called "Door Lock".  One day they intercept this letter containing just a
gum wrapper and some nonsense words.  They puzzle over it a bit, then send
it on its way.  Turns out the words are some kind of Trojan Horse commands
for Door Lock, and the gum wrapper is impregnated with millions of tiny
spherical cameras timed to expose themselves over a period of time.  The
Trojan horse commands caused Door Lock to download all its data to the
opposition, and the gum wraper/nanocameras got them pictures of the secret
organization's HQ.

Email, and I'll summarize.

Mike Van Pelt
...ames!vsi1!v7fs1!mvp

------------------------------

Date: 26 Sep 90 15:15:31 GMT
From: HEROY@lsuvm.bitnet (Paul Heroy)
Subject: Book Request

A friend of mine is looking for a book she read 2-3 years ago. She has no
idea if it was actually published in that time frame though. The author is
male, and the book involves time travel. Apparently, the future is pretty
messed up, and a group from then visits our time, contacts some people,
then goes time hopping. They visit several periods, among which are
Biblical times and Egyptian times. The only other clue she remembers is
that one of the protagonists felt guilty about the persecution of the Jews
and wanted to correct it.

E-mail replies directly to me, and if there's a consensus I'll post it.

Paul Heroy
Louisiana State University   
BITNET: HEROY@LSUVM
Internet: heroy@lsuvm.sncc.lsu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 26 Sep 90 18:57:36 GMT
From: JAHAYES@miamiu.bitnet
Subject: looking for something called "Khatru"

Or maybe it's 'Khaatru'. I get the impression it's a journal of some sort,
or was, in the 1970's at least. I have recently re-read Joanna Russ'
interesting "How To Suppress Women's Writing", and she cites several
articles that appear in this, well, whatever it is. I'd like to read the
originals. If anybody has any info, please e-mail me. Thanks!
 
Josh Hayes
Zoology Department
Miami University
Oxford OH 45056
513-529-1679      
jahayes@miamiu.bitnet
jahayes@miamiu.acs.muohio.edu

------------------------------

Date: 27 Sep 90 20:37:00 GMT
From: lbswright@brocku.ca (Phyllis Wright)
Subject: Identity of American novel

I wonder if anyone can help identify a novel written about 20 or so years
ago.  The only info I have follows:

Setting:  Guatemala
Topic:    Landowners/poverty/family life/rural life
Language: English/Fiction
Author:   American (maybe South American, but it is not M.A. Asturias)
Place:    Published in the USA

This may be a shot in the dark but I've exhausted all possible sources.

Thanks.

Phyllis Wright
Brock University 
ST. Catharines
Ontario
LBSWRIGHT@BROCKU.CA

------------------------------

Date: 20 Sep 90 14:16:40 GMT
From: xanuttall@lv.sait.edu.au
Subject: man-kzin wars ?

Having just finished the first volume of the Man-Kzin War books, I am
prompted to have a look at some more.  Are they worth it ?

Anthony Nuttall
South Australian Institute of Technology
Adelaide, S.A.
et891856@lux.sait.edu.au 

------------------------------
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SF-LOVERS Digest            Friday, 28 Sep 1990       Volume 15 : Issue 340

Today's Topics:

	     Books - DeLint (2 msgs) & M.A. Foster (2 msgs) &
                     Hinz (2 msgs) & Lewis (3 msgs) &
                     Request Answers (2 msgs) &
                     Fantasy Detectives (3 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 26 Sep 90 17:28:57 GMT
From: west@turing.toronto.edu (Tom West)
Subject: Re: "Modern" Fantasy

jf2z+@andrew.cmu.edu (John Charles Fiala) writes:
>Check out Charles DeLint!
>Jack the Giant Killer
>Hunt down the Moon (I think that's what it's called)

 Actually "Drink", not "Hunt"

  As for de Lint, he's great.  Certainly among my favorite authors.  I
would consider Jack the Giant Killer to be among his weaker works.  My
preference would be for Moonheart, then Mulengro (sp?), then Riddle of the
Wren, although I know a number of people who prefer Riddle.  All of his
works are good.  I have yet to be disappointed.

Tom West
west@turing.toronto.edu

------------------------------

Date: 26 Sep 90 19:11:58 GMT
From: ward@tsnews.convergent.com (Ward Griffiths)
Subject: Re: "Modern" Fantasy

jf2z+@andrew.cmu.edu (John Charles Fiala) writes:
> Check out Charles DeLint!
> Jack the Giant Killer

I especially liked the idea that "Jack" isn't just a name, it's a job
title.

> Hunt down the Moon (I think that's what it's called)

Drink Down the Moon.  From an old folk song.  Not too surprising, as
DeLint's other hobbies include singing of such material.

> The first is particularly good, the second is rather good.  (yes, they
> are a series)

I put them more into the line of novel and sequel, but that could of course
change.  I really like DeLint's work.

Ward Griffiths

------------------------------

Date: 27 Sep 90 14:05:48 GMT
From: dswartz@bigbootay.sw.stratus.com (Dan Swartzendruber)
Subject: Re: M. A. Foster

The "other" Ler book to which you refer is actually the prequel to
"Warriors of Dawn", not the sequel.  It is "The Gameplayers of Zan" and
describes the origins of the Ler on Earth, before they invent FTL travel
and leave Earth.  There actually is a sequel to WoD, set some hundreds (?)
of years later.  Unfortunately, I'm not at home, and I don't remember the
title.

Dan S.

------------------------------

Date: 27 Sep 90 19:04:00 GMT
From: ACW@yukon.scrc.symbolics.com (Allan C. Wechsler)
Subject: M.A. Foster

I agree with Potter's praise of the Ler books.  I don't have bibliographic
info, but I know all the titles.  David, you will be pleased to hear that
you have one Ler book left to read - the first in the series.  It's called
_The Gameplayers of Zan_ and deals with the pre-spaceflight history of the
Ler.  It's only a few generations removed from the original bioengineering
of the Ler.  Thus, it's extremely reminiscent of Van Vogt's _Slan_, and I
have come to think of it as "_Slan_, done right".  The Ler are _much_ more
subtle and understated than Van Vogt's super-race.  Foster's Ler "pale" is
realer than Van Vogt's persecuted underground society of supermen.

The second and third books are _The Warriors of Dawn_ and _The Day of the
Klesh_.  I haven't read _Klesh_.

The two I've read share a sort of bitter-sweetness, a sense of nostalgia,
that you quite correctly associate with Tiptree and also reminds me a bit
of Margaret St. Clair.  In fact, because Foster seldom uses the "Michael",
and always is credited as M.A. Foster, I assumed for quite a while that he
was a woman.  So I made the reverse mistake that Silverberg made about
Tiptree, and I guess it should teach me the same lesson - that writing,
especially good writing, doesn't have gender.

------------------------------

Date: 27 Sep 90 18:28:06 GMT
From: corr@pawl.rpi.edu (Christopher A Wood)
Subject: Ash Nar

  Does anyone know when _Ash Nar_ is supposed to come out?  It is the third
and last book of the Leige-Killer series by Christopher Hinz.  I have read
Ask Ock (which I liked a lot) and have been waiting for this last book for
about 6 months.  I am afraid that it will come out and blow right by me
with my noticing.
  BTW, I am currently reading _Anachronisms_ and it seems cool so far.  I
wish Christopher Hinz would put out books more often then he does.  Oh
well.

Chris Wood
corr@pawl.rpi.edu

------------------------------

Date: 28 Sep 90 06:23:41 GMT
From: plague@milton.u.washington.edu (Jack Brown)
Subject: Re: Ash Nar

I asked the local bookstore person when Ash Nar is to come out and he said
it is scheduled to come out in April '91.

------------------------------

Date: 27 Sep 90 18:43:46 GMT
From: DRUCKER@dickinsn.bitnet ("Drucker, Thomas")
Subject: Lewis' Trilogy

   Evidently the middle volume of the trilogy is known variously as 'Voyage
to Venus' and 'Perelandra'.  I had thought that the former was the British
title, the latter the American, but my British edition indicates that it
was originally published as 'Perelandra'.  Neither title seems to have the
spark of the titles for the other two volumes.
   Having said that, I should like to add that in other respects the middle
volume is the best of the trilogy.  The first volume is Lewis still finding
his way into the genre of science fiction, trying to be reasonably careful
with scientific details (not getting them right, but getting them to sound
right) and not delving too deeply into any of the characters.  The last
volume tries to contain too much, as though Lewis did not want to let the
book go out without getting in jabs at and parodies of a number of people
and institutions.  By contrast, Perelandra is a story with strong religious
overtones that can talk across religious boundaries.  It may be true that
there is more in That Hideous Strength, but the elements are balanced best
in Perelandra.  

Thomas Drucker

------------------------------

Date: 27 Sep 90 19:44:35 GMT
From: dan@gnu.ai.mit.edu
Subject: Re: Lewis' Trilogy

DRUCKER@dickinsn.BITNET ("Drucker, Thomas") writes:
>   Having said that, I should like to add that in other respects the
>middle volume is the best of the trilogy.  The first volume is Lewis still
>finding his way into the genre of science fiction, trying to be reasonably
>careful with scientific details (not getting them right, but getting them
>to sound right) and not delving too deeply into any of the characters.
>The last volume tries to contain too much, as though Lewis did not want to
>let the book go out without getting in jabs at and parodies of a number of
>people and institutions.  By contrast, Perelandra is a story with strong
>religious overtones that can talk across religious boundaries.  It may be
>true that there is more in That Hideous Strength, but the elements are
>balanced best in

I think ALL of Lewis' fiction, at least his religious parables, transcends
mere religious propagandizing.  Even if you find Lewis' religious message
abhorrent, there is absolutely no denying that Lewis had a prodigious gift
for evoking a totally alien sense of place.  Perelandra and Malacandra are
breathtakingly imagined worlds.  Perelandra in particular, is clearly
visible in my mind, thanks to Lewis' descriptions.  After Narnia, it's
pretty high on my list of Imaginary Places I Desperately Want to Visit.

Furthermore, also discounting his religious views, Lewis presents a view of
evil that is utterly fascinating.  I still get serious chills when I think
about the scene where the un-man torments Ransom merely by repeating his
name over and over again.  Even though Lewis presents Westin as evil from
the outset, the full nature of his evil doesn't really become apparent
until much later.

I would agree that "That Hideous Strength" is the weakest of the three.  It
is by no means bad, and it stands as an excellent capping-off of the
series, but it lacks the magic of the first two in some difficult to
describe way.  Perhaps it is simply a book that is so rich that it requires
multiple readings to appreciate (I've only read it once, the others I've
read at least 3 times apiece) all the fine detail.

By the way, just for fun, try reading "Out of the Silent Planet" along with
"A Case of Conscience" by James Blish for an enlightening look at Christian
themes in SF handled very well.

Dan

------------------------------

Date: 27 Sep 90 20:24:57 GMT
From: mccalpin@perelandra.cms.udel.edu (John D. McCalpin)
Subject: Re: Lewis' Trilogy

dan@GNU.AI.MIT.EDU said:
> I would agree that "That Hideous Strength" is the weakest of the three.
> It is by no means bad, and it stands as an excellent capping-off of the
> series, but it lacks the magic of the first two in some difficult to
> describe way.  Perhaps it is simply a book that is so rich that it
> requires multiple readings to appreciate (I've only read it once, the
> others I've read at least 3 times apiece) all the fine detail.

The change of style going from book 2 (Perelandra) to book 2 (That Hideous
Strength) is rather shocking.  Lewis makes the explanation that in their
original context, the introductory sections of fairy tales were set in
places that were entirely familiar and comfortable to their audiences -
woodchoppers, forests, villages, etc.  So Lewis decides to set book 3 in a
small English college.

I really did like "That Hideous Strength", though the first 100+ pages are
pretty bleak.  In my paperback edition, the protagonist of the first two
books (Ransom) does not even show up until about page 119!  Anyway, as
Lewis discussed in the introduction to "Screwtape Proposes a Toast", that
bleak sort of style is exactly what he is trying to do.  The life (if you
can call it that) of the central character of the first 100 pages of THS is
quite intentionally portrayed as being almost completely without redeeming
value.  In the imagery of "The Great Divorce", you might say that there was
hardly even a person present, just an amorphous, almost will-less hunger to
get "strokes" from colleagues and superiors.

So the uneasiness that we get in reading "That Hideous Strength" is more an
indication that Lewis wrote it quite effectively, rather than poorly (as
was my first impression).

But then as you can see from the name of my computer, I am something of a
C.S. Lewis fan, so I might not be entirely objective here!

John D. McCalpin
Assistant Professor			
College of Marine Studies
U. Del.
mccalpin@perelandra.cms.udel.edu
mccalpin@vax1.udel.edu

------------------------------

Date: 17 Sep 90 15:49:00 GMT
From: HIGGINS@fnal.bitnet (Bill Higgins-- Beam Jockey)
Subject: Lasswitz and spaceflight (was: "Two Planets" "Moon Prospector")

J_DELANO@unhh.bitnet (whoever that may be) posted some remarks about *Two
Planets* by Kurd Lasswitz.  I thought I should dust off some words I wrote
for Chicago's Museum of Science and Industry, while researching the
influence SF had on the real-world development of spaceflight.  (By the
way, *Auf Zwei Planeten* is a pretty good read, especially by the standards
of 1890's SF.)

Percival Lowell's speculations about life on Mars had an enormous impact on
popular culture around the world.  A number of writers were inspired to use
the idea of intelligent Martians in fiction; some of these
turn-of-the-century stories, such as Edgar Rice Burroughs's books and *The
War of the Worlds*, are still widely read today.  Such adventures played a
vital role in inspiring an interest in astronomy and space flight in young
people.  We know that the Wells' book aroused young Robert Goddard's
imagination.

Another book which had the same effect on youth in the German-speaking
world was *Auf Zwei Planeten,* by Kurd Lasswitz.  Unfortunately this book
wasn't translated into English until 1971 (as *Two Planets*), so it had no
impact in this country or in Britain.  As the novel opens, a balloon
containing a group of polar explorers reaches the North Pole, where it is
sucked into the antigravity beam supporting the space station of the
Martians.  The occupants discover a superior utopian culture.  Martians
have mastered space travel, covered their planet with canals and moving
roadways, and defeated hunger by inventing synthetic food.

Lasswitz's treatment of space travel especially caught the fancy of young
Austrians and Germans.  In addition to antigravity, the Martians have
perfected a "Repulsor" which moves a ship by the controlled burning of an
explosive substance - a fairly realistic description of rocket travel. Some
care is also taken to describe the mechanics of trajectories and orbits in
a believable way.

Wernher von Braun wrote, "I shall never forget how I devoured this novel
with curiosity and excitement as a young man...  From this book the reader
can obtain an inkling of that richness of ideas at the twilight of the
nineteenth century upon which the technological and scientific progress of
the twentieth is based."  Eugen Saenger, the Austrian pioneer known for his
studies of reentry aerodynamics and of propulsion systems, read *Auf Zwei
Planeten* while in school.  Encountering the book's accounts of space
stations and flights to Mars, he said, "I grew very enthusiastic and wanted
to follow such work as my profession."

Possibly the best tribute to Lasswitz was that the Berlin rocket
experimenters named some of their early liquid-fuel rockets "Repulsors,"
after the device in the novel.  These erratic, homemade missiles were the
direct ancestors of the V-2 and the Saturn V.

Bill Higgins
Bitnet: HIGGINS@FNALB.BITNET
Internet: HIGGINS@FNAL.FNAL.GOV

------------------------------

Date: 24 Sep 90 15:51:49 GMT
From: oakhill!whooper@cs.utexas.edu (William Hooper)
Subject: Re: Cheddar cheese....

graham@dolmen.UUCP (James Graham) writes:
>Several years ago I recall reading a book that was a lot of fun.  I can't
>for the life of me remember the title and I'm unsure of the author (Harry
>Harrison, I think).
>
>Basically, the plot involved some kids, one of which was a garage type
>inventor.  He created a box with a coathanger antenna on top, which was
>supposed to be either a time machine or a dimensional travel machine
>(again, I think).
>
>It didn't do anything when he turned it on, but then one of the kids stuck
>a piece of cheddar cheese in it and VOILA!, a hole in the exact shape of
>the bent coathanger was formed in the wall in front of them.
>
>Thus, the machine was given the name "Cheddite Projector", the kids were
>somehow teleported into another dimension, and the story continues with
>these really bizarre beings with eyeballs around the perimeter of their
>abdomen....and the story goes on.
>
>Does ANYONE remember the name of this book?

The book is _Star_Smashers_of_the_Galaxy_Rangers_.  You were correct in
thinking it was by Harrison.  It is one of my favorite SF parody books. I
hope you can find it.  If it is out of print, I think I know where a
second-hand copy exists.

Bill Hooper

------------------------------

Date: 26 Sep 90 19:02:55 GMT
From: ward@tsnews.convergent.com (Ward Griffiths)
Subject: Re: Fantasy Detectives

cluther@supernet.haus.com (Clay Luther) writes:
> One of the Books of Lost Swords, Stonecutter's Story, by Fred Saberhagen
> has a fantasy detective who is based on the real-life Judge Ti of the
> ancient China, who, by the way, was the model Doyle used for Sherlock
> Holmes.

Odd, all of the accounts I've run across seem to indicate The Great
Detective's style and personality were based upon those of one of Conan
Doyle's medical school teachers.  I misremember the man's name, but there
was a book, "The Real Sherlock Holmes", about him.  Name of author
similarly misrembered.

Ward Griffiths

------------------------------

Date: 27 Sep 90 10:10:08 GMT
From: say@trboun.bitnet
Subject: Another Fantasy Detective

Woody Allen's _Kaiser Lupowitz_ stories contain a fantasy detective. In one
story, he is hired to find God, and does it, if I remember correctly.

A.C.Cem SAY
Bogazici University
Istanbul
Turkey

------------------------------

Date: 27 Sep 90 20:09:53 GMT
From: delliott@cec2.wustl.edu (Dave Elliott)
Subject: Re: Fantasy Detectives

cluther@supernet.haus.com (Clay Luther) writes:
>One of the Books of Lost Swords, Stonecutter's Story, by Fred Saberhagen
>has a fantasy detective who is based on the real-life Judge Ti of the
>ancient China, who, by the way, was the model Doyle used for Sherlock
>Holmes.

See Robert van Gulick's "Judge Dee" novels if you really want to get into
this.  There is no evidence in The Canon or Doyle material I know of that
Holmes was modeled after anyone other than the great diagnostician Joseph
Bell, MD who was Doyle's teacher in medical school.

David L. Elliott
Dept. of Systems Science and Mathematics
Washington University
St. Louis, MO 63130
delliott@CEC2.WUSTL.EDU

------------------------------

Date: 28 Sep 90 00:54:28 GMT
From: hutch@intelhf.hf.intel.com (Stephen Hutchison)
Subject: Re: Fantasy Detectives

ward@tsnews.Convergent.COM (Ward Griffiths) writes:
>cluther@supernet.haus.com (Clay Luther) writes:
>> One of the Books of Lost Swords, Stonecutter's Story, by Fred Saberhagen
>> has a fantasy detective who is based on the real-life Judge Ti of the
>> ancient China, who, by the way, was the model Doyle used for Sherlock
>> Holmes.
>
>Odd, all of the accounts I've run across seem to indicate The Great
>Detective's style and personality were based upon those of one of Conan
>Doyle's medical school teachers.  I misremember the man's name, but there
>was a book, "The Real Sherlock Holmes", about him.  Name of author
>similarly misrembered.

I've also seen the character attributed to being a pastiche on Edgar Allen
Poe's detective character, whose name I embarassingly have forgotten.  I
have no idea who Poe used as inspiration.

Hutch

------------------------------
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SF-LOVERS Digest            Monday, 1 Oct 1990        Volume 15 : Issue 341

Today's Topics:

           Administrivia - Monthly Reminders,
	   Books - Asimov (2 msgs) & Blish (2 msgs) & Chalker &
                   Dick & Foster (2 msgs) & Lewis & McCrumb &
                   Fantasy Detectives & Cats in SF (7 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: Mon, 1 Oct 90 08:00:52 EDT
From: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu (SF-LOVERS)
Subject: Administrivia

It is time once again for the monthly reminders:

Problems, administrative questions, and requests for addition or removal to
the mailing list should always be sent to SF-LOVERS-REQUEST@RUTGERS.EDU.
Submissions for the digest are to be sent to SF-LOVERS@RUTGERS.EDU
***ONLY***.  Error messages, particularly those generated automatically by
mailers, should always go to SF-LOVERS-ERRORS@RUTGERS.EDU which is the
address specified in the "Errors-To:" field.

If you have information about a convention that you wish to have listed in
the convention listings maintained in the archives, you can send complete
information to SF-LOVERS-CONS@RUTGERS.EDU and it will be included in the
listings as soon as possible.  Information should be sent at least one
month prior to the date of the convention in order to insure that it is
listed in time.

Unfortunately, due to the large volume of mail that I receive every day,
messages sent to the wrong address are likely to be unprocessed.

------------------------------

Date: 29 Sep 90 00:32:15 GMT
From: marshall@wind55.seri.gov (Marshall L. Buhl)
Subject: Re: Nemesis

ram@attcan.UUCP (Richard Meesters) writes:
>No objection, I just don't see the point of tying in the works.  When I
>read the Robot and Foundation series, the fact that they tied together
>somehow did absolutely nothing for me.  What benefit does tying them
>together have?

When I first read the original Foundation trilogy, I thought it strange
that there were no robots in the Empire.  I just had a hard time imagining
a civilization that advanced having no computers or robots.  The later
books that tied it all together explained why.

Please keep in mind, I read these books in the late sixties - long after
they were originally written.  Robots and computers weren't so ubiquitous
in the late forties.  ;-)

Marshall

------------------------------

Date: 29 Sep 90 08:09:17 GMT
From: cosc124q@jetson.uh.edu
Subject: Nemisis

I hope Asimov doesn't tie Nemisis into the Foundation/Robot series for one
extremely good reason:

Nemisis really was an awful book, IMHO. Not up to the usual high quality
I'd expected from Asimov.

------------------------------

Date: 1 Oct 90 02:03:42 GMT
From: sgs@grebyn.com (Stephen G. Smith)
Subject: Re: Is God dead?

J_DELANO@unhh.BITNET writes:
> ...  I assumed that at the end of _Black Easter_ God pretty much
>abandoned we lowly mortals to fight our own battle, knowing ahead of time
>(He's omniscient, isn't he?) that Satan would really lose in the end.  But
>recently a new idea has appeared to me, that God really _did_ die.  If
>this is the case, it makes the book all the more frightening.

Sorry.  The point that Blish made in Black Easter was that, in a war, both
sides confidently predict victory.  God had been believing His own
propaganda about His inevitable victory, while Satan had been planning and
preparing.

The impression that I got was that humanity wasn't wiped out, but the
survivors wouldn't enjoy things very much.

This is one of the scariest books I have ever read and I'm not even a
Christian!  Don't give this one to your Fundie friends, if you want to keep
them as friends!

Steve Smith
Agincourt Computing
(301) 681 7395
sgs@grebyn.com

------------------------------

Date: 1 Oct 90 07:58:25 GMT
From: michaelm@vax.mcd.3com.com (Michael McNeil)
Subject: Re: Is God dead?

sgs@grebyn.com (Stephen G. Smith) writes:
>J_DELANO@unhh.BITNET writes:
>> ...  I assumed that at the end of _Black Easter_ God pretty much
>>abandoned we lowly mortals to fight our own battle, knowing ahead of time
>>(He's omniscient, isn't he?) that Satan would really lose in the end.
>>But recently a new idea has appeared to me, that God really _did_ die.
>>If this is the case, it makes the book all the more frightening.
>
>Sorry.  The point that Blish made in Black Easter was that, in a war, both
>sides confidently predict victory.  God had been believing His own
>propaganda about His inevitable victory, while Satan had been planning and
>preparing.
>
>The impression that I got was that humanity wasn't wiped out, but the
>survivors wouldn't enjoy things very much.

***SPOILER ALERT!***

Then there's the *sequel* - *The Day After Judgment*, where the Devil,
after winning all for the forces of evil, finds that Mankind is so much
*more* evil than the Devil ever dreamed of, that He must resign that post
in Mankind's favor instead taking over departed God's throne, as the new
chief agent for *good* in the world.

Michael McNeil
3Com Corporation		
Santa Clara, California
(408) 492-1790 x 5-208
michaelm@vax.DSD.3Com.COM
ucbvax!hplabs!oliveb!3comvax!michaelm
3comvax.UUCP

------------------------------

Date: 1 Oct 90 08:38:21 GMT
From: chris@mimsy.umd.edu (Chris Torek)
Subject: Re: fat, slow, blind, stupid, sex addicted females

ap1i+@andrew.cmu.edu (Andrew C. Plotkin) writes:
>[most Jack Chalker novels have the equivalent of `fluxgirls']
>... Having listed all that, let me say that Chalker is not ipso facto a
>pervert. I think he just has a very low opinion of humanity in general.

Actually, I suspect that what he is trying (and, apparently, failing) to do
is, and this should not be surprising coming from an ex-history teacher,
convince people how terrifyingly easy it has been in the past to control
people, particularly women or minority groups (he uses the latter less
frequently).  He wants people to recognize signs of `control' types so they
(the recognizers) can avoid being controlled.

Unfortunately, I think he tends to beat the point so far into the ground
that there is nothing left.

Chris Torek
Univ of MD Comp Sci Dept
+1 301 405 2750
chris@cs.umd.edu
uunet!mimsy!chris

------------------------------

Date: 30 Sep 90 06:05:22 GMT
From: mcintyre@cpac.washington.edu (Vonda McIntyre)
Subject: Message from Russell Galen, Philip K. Dick's Literary Agent
 
Russell Galen, the agent for the estate of Philip K. Dick, recently joined
the Literary Forum on CompuServe.  At the same time, an interesting
discussion of the works of Philip K. Dick appeared in SF-Lovers Digest.
Since I thought Russ might find the discussion interesting, I forwarded it
to him.  He asked me to forward the following message:
  
MESSAGE FROM RUSSELL GALEN (SCOTT MEREDITH LITERARY AGENCY): 
 
I'm the literary agent for the Estate of Philip K. Dick, and would be very
grateful to anyone who can help me with a major decision involving his
works.
 
As all of you know, many of his best novels have been hard to find,
available (if at all) in mass-market editions which appear on the racks for
a few weeks and then disappear for years.  I've spent several years trying
to correct this by convincing a mainstream trade paperback imprint to
reissue several of his books, since trade paperbacks tend to stay in print
and available less erratically, and for longer periods of time, than
mass-market. Recently Vintage, one of the most prestigious of such
imprints, agreed to reissue six out of print Dick novels beginning in late
1991.  It was immediately agreed that three of the six should be the
so-called "VALIS Trilogy" (VALIS, THE DIVINE INVASION, and TIMOTHY ARCHER).
I have to name the other three by the end of October
 
Which 3 Dick novels would you choose?  Bear in mind that there are three
things at stake.  One, not much Dick is in print now, so these six books
will become the vehicle by which new readers discover Dick, or don't
discover him, for years to come.  So they have to be his best books; they
have to be the ones which will best carry the message to the outside world.
Two, they have to be as commercially viable as possible, otherwise Vintage
will cancel the program.  If they succeed, Vintage will want 6 more, and 6
more after that, and I can eventually get almost the whole corpus out in
impressive editions.  Three, they should be representative, giving new
readers a good overall picture of Dick's breadth of interests and themes.
 
There's too much riding on making the best possible choices for me to do
this alone.  I've been following the messages here about Dick and they've
already influenced my thinking on which books to choose.  When I was given
the opportunity to put the question to all of you directly I seized it, and
will be tremendously grateful for any advice you can give.
 
END OF MESSAGE FROM RUSSELL GALEN

It is generally possible to send e-mail to CompuServe from Internet.
Russ's CIS user number is
 
72567,3253 
 
which translates to 
 
72567.3253@compuserve.com.  
 
He can also be reached by street mail: 
 
   Russell Galen
   Scott Meredith Inc.
   845 Third Avenue
   New York City 10022

------------------------------

Date: 29 Sep 90 00:55:06 GMT
From: sppy00!www@tut.cis.ohio-state.edu (Victor Shakapopolis)
Subject: Re: M. A. Foster

potter@csusac (david potter) writes:
>> >sk2f+@andrew.cmu.edu (Seth D. Kadesh) writes:
>> Anyway, has R. A. Foster ever written anything else?
>
>His first two "Ler" books, "THE WARRIORS OF DAWN" and the sequel, whose
>title escapes me (DAW book, cover painting by Michael Whelan, depicting a
>woman againsts a background that looks like an unfolded tesseract) are
>worth haunting used book stores for.

I agree that his Ler books are very good reads; however there were three
books:

1975  THE WARRIORS OF DAWN     
1977  THE GAMEPLAYERS OF ZAN   
1979  THE DAY OF THE KLESH     

However the books *should* be read in the following order:

1)  THE GAMEPLAYERS OF ZAN   
2)  THE WARRIORS OF DAWN     
3)  THE DAY OF THE KLESH

GAMEPLAYERS is excellent (IMHO) and really helps to explain Ler culture.  I
read the books in the suggested order and really enjoyed this series!

>I thought "WAVES" was good writing, and an interesting idea, but didn't
>get as excited about it.

I agree, I thought it was the slowest (for lack of a better word) of his
books.

>The "Morphodite" trilogy you've already mentioned, so I won't discuss it. 

Trilogy?  I was aware of THE MORPHODITE, and TRANSFORMER was there a third
book that I missed?  If so, please let me know!

The only other book I am aware of that M.A. Foster wrote that has not been
mentioned is:

1985:  OWL TIME

A book that contains four novellas.  Any others?  If so please let me know
since I *really* liked the Transformer and Ler books!  Hope this helps.

William W. White                   
{att|pyramid|killer}!osu-cis!sppy00!www

------------------------------

Date: 25 Sep 90 13:08:15 GMT
From: suelh@druhi.att.com (Sue Hendrix)
Subject: Looking for information on M.A. Foster

I'm working on the last volume of M.A. Foster's Ler trilogy (if you can
call something a trilogy where the books are separated in time by thousands
of years, and have no characters in common.)  Or rather reworking on it.  I
read the books back in the '70s.  As I go back to them now, I'm even more
impressed.

Anybody know any more about M.A. Foster?  He or she?  (Lots of good female
Ler characters although the human ones tend to be male, so I assume a he.)
Why didn't this talented writer ever really catch on?  Or is he just too
esoteric?  I suppose there's a level of detail and a mix of philosophical
concepts that might do that to some, although I like it.  Is he still
alive?

Any other Ler books?  Most of his stuff is out of print, so I might be
missing something.  (I'm most interested in the Ler universe, as I'm
running a GURPS game there, but anything else will do.)

For those who don't know what I'm talking about, and would like to try, the
books are:

   The Gameplayers of Zan
   The Warriors of Dawn
   The Day of the Klesh

Sue Hendrix

------------------------------

Date: 28 Sep 90 17:44:27 GMT
From: djo@pacbell.com (Dan'l DanehyOakes)
Subject: Re: Lewis' Trilogy

DRUCKER@dickinsn.BITNET ("Drucker, Thomas") writes:
>   Evidently the middle volume of the trilogy is known variously as
>'Voyage to Venus' and 'Perelandra'.

'Voyage to Venus' is a silly title slapped on by a paperback publisher (who
also cut the text significantly).

------------------------------

Date: 29 Sep 90 04:15:06 GMT
From: dwr34397@uxa.cso.uiuc.edu (David W. Robson)
Subject: Bimbos of the Death Sun

			 _Bimbos of the Death Sun_
			     by Sharyn McCrumb

   Someone else mentioned this before, but I think it's worth mentioning
again.

   First of all, it's not really science fiction or fantasy, it's a murder
mystery, but it is very closely related to SF and fantasy.  It sort of
counts as being a fantasy detective story, since the hero is a SF writer.

   At any rate, the reason I posted this is because the main character,
whose name escapes me at the moment, writes a very technical science
fiction story about a sun that produces harmful rays that reduce the
intelligence of females.  When the novel gets sent to the producer, they
name the book "Bimbos of the Death Sun" and put a "bimbo" in a bikini
space-suit on the front cover.  Quite a funny book, if you can find it.

Dave
suicide@uiuc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 28 Sep 90 23:32:39 GMT
From: lopez!traal@sharkey.cc.umich.edu (Traal the Brave)
Subject: Re: Fantasy detectives: do they exist?

Well, this detective isn't in an Asimov or a Niven, and he isn't a fantasy
detective by choice, but,

"Stalking the Unicorn", by Mike Resnick.

rutgers!sharkey!lopez!traal

------------------------------

Date: 26 Sep 90 16:38:48 GMT
From: kwatts@tahquitz.eng.sun.com (Kevin L. Watts(ESG Forever!))
Subject: Re: felines in sci-fi

I remember reading a book titled _Breed_to_Come_. Some humans return to
Earth from ??? ( colonies ? ) long, long, after...( war ??) to find a power
struggle going on between races evolved from dogs, cats, and rats. ( and
pigs? ). The rats are of course the bad guys, torturing and doing bizzare
medical experiments on the dogs and cats they capture.  The cats are the
good guys and rally the other races aginst the rats.

It was a long time ago and I enjoyed it then. I can't recall the author.

Kevin

------------------------------

Date: 27 Sep 90 07:55:00 GMT
From: CILIBERT@ctrvx1.vanderbilt.edu
Subject: Felines in SF

Three items that I haven't seen mentioned:

   "The Game of Rat and Dragon" Cordwainer Smith
      Short story, anthologized frequently.

   THE CAT WHO WALKED THROUGH WALLS  Heinlein
      Was this missed? I mean the title alone...

   THE COMING OF THE QUANTUM CATS   Pohl
      I haven't read this one, but there must be a cat in there	SOMEWHERE.

Finally, has this vast explosion of catty SF knowledge become nothing more
than an academic memory search? (Or is ISAAC ASIMOV PRESENTS: THE GREAT
CATS OF SCIENCE FICTION on the way soon?)

Jon
CILIBERT@vuctrvax

------------------------------

Date: 27 Sep 90 14:08:11 GMT
From: lac@titan.tsd.arlut.utexas.edu (Lloyd Chalfant)
Subject: Re: felines in sci-fi

Kevin L. Watts asks:
>I remember reading a book titled _Breed_to_Come_. Some humans return to
>Earth from ??? ( colonies ? ) long, long, after...( war ??) to find a
>power struggle going on between races evolved from dogs, cats, and rats. (
>and pigs? ). The rats are of course the bad guys, torturing and doing
>bizzare medical experiments on the dogs and cats they capture.  The cats
>are the good guys and rally the other races aginst the rats.
>
>It was a long time ago and I enjoyed it then. I can't recall the author.

Andre Norton.  Also, in her science fiction universe the Salariki (sp?) are
classic cat creatures.

Lloyd Chalfant
Applied Research Laboratories
P.O. Box 8029
Austin, Texas 78713-8029

------------------------------

Date: 27 Sep 90 14:25:25 GMT
From: hennebry@plains.nodak.edu (Michael J. Hennebry)
Subject: felines in sci-fi (spoiler)

kwatts@tahquitz.Eng.Sun.COM (Kevin L. Watts) writes:
>I remember reading a book titled _Breed_to_Come_. Some humans return to
>Earth from ??? ( colonies ? ) long, long, after...( war ??) to find a
>power struggle going on between races evolved from dogs, cats, and rats. (
>and pigs? ). ...

Strickly speaking they didn't evolve. They were side-effects of the war
that caused humanity to leave Earth. I forget if it was chemical or
biological weapons that caused the change, but it was still around and
humans could not safely stay on earth very long.

Yup pigs, too.

>...The rats are of course the bad guys, torturing and doing bizzare
>medical experiments on the dogs and cats they capture.  The cats are the
>good guys and rally the other races aginst the rats.

It's worth noting that the rats had learned by example and said so
explicitly.

Mike
hennebry@plains.NoDak.edu      

------------------------------

Date: 27 Sep 90 17:37:31 GMT
From: dgreen@cbrown.claremont.edu (Green, David)
Subject: Re: felines in sf

There also exists an anthology of fantasy feline short stories entitled
_Catfantastic_.

Internet:dgreen@hmcvax.claremont.edu
Bitnet:dgreen@hmcvax.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 27 Sep 90 21:40:56 GMT
From: dweingar@csserv1.ic.sunysb.edu (David Weingart)
Subject: Addendum to SF Felines

Just a thought: in all this "Cats in SF" I assume that people have
mentioned the ubiquitous "Samurai Cat" and, on a better note, Cordwainer
Smith's story "The Crime and Glory of Commander Suzdal"

David Weingart
dweingar@ic.sunysb.edu

------------------------------

Date: 28 Sep 90 04:43:09 GMT
From: farrell@batserver.cs.uq.oz.au (Friendless)
Subject: Re: Felines in SF

Also,

   EYE OF CAT by Zelazny

   Awful book, not about a cat, don't read it.

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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SF-LOVERS Digest            Monday, 1 Oct 1990        Volume 15 : Issue 342

Today's Topics:

                Administrivia - Archives,
		Books - Brunner (2 msgs) & Cook (2 msgs) &
                        Dickson (2 msgs) & Hubbard & 
                        May (3 msgs) & Reynolds &
                        Cats in SF (4 msgs) & 
                        Request Answers (3 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: Mon, 1 Oct 90 08:38:18 EDT
From: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu (SF-LOVERS)
Subject: Archives

One of the long standing traditions of SF-LOVERS is keeping back issues and
related files in a publicly accessible area.  The SF-LOVERS archives are
currently stored on ELBERETH.RUTGERS.EDU (128.6.4.61) which is a unix
machine.  The archives are currently available to anyone with FTP access to
this machine.

IMPORTANT NOTICE: Previously BITNET sites could not get access to the
archives.  This is no longer true.  Please see below for instructions on
how to access the archives.

Please do not send mail asking me to mail you files from the archives.
They are way too big to be transmitted via mail without getting various
system administrators on the network extremely upset.  Anyone who wants
access to the archives that does not have access to FTP on their machine,
may follow the instructions given below for BITNET subscribers.

Instructions for INTERNET users:

To access the archives, you need to login with ftp using the anonymous
login function.  Below is a sample session (The "%" and "ftp>" are prompts,
yours may vary):

% ftp elbereth.rutgers.edu
Connected to elbereth.rutgers.edu.
220 elbereth.rutgers.edu FTP server
Name (elbereth.rutgers.edu:<userid>): anonymous
331 Guest login ok, send ident as password.
Password:
230 Guest login ok, access restrictions apply.
ftp> cd pub/sfl
ftp> get <filename>
ftp> quit

Instructions for BITNET users (and those without FTP):

To access the archives, the principle is the same however it must be
handled via mail since there is no way to do it interactively.  You can
send mail to BITFTP@PUCC.BITNET with the following as the text of the
message:

FTP elbereth.rutgers.edu
USER anonymous
CD pub/sfl
GET <filename>

You will probably get two mail messages back.  One from the server itself
informing you that the request went through and the other will be the
actual file retrieved.  I haven't tried this for multiple files so I don't
know if each file retrieved comes back as a separate message or not.

 Below is a list of the files that are currently available in the archives:

Episode Guides:

   20 blakes7.guide
   18 doctor-who.guide
   18 galactica.guide       [Note: originally these two were one file.
   10 galactica80.guide      They have now been split into two files.]
   36 lost-in-space.guide
    6 max-headroom.guide        [Incomplete]
   28 new-twilight-zone.guide   [Possibly incomplete]
   22 outerlimits.guide
   10 prisoner.guide
    8 red-dwarf.guide
   14 star-trek-animated.guide
   58 star-trek-tng.guide   [Seasons 1-3 only. 4th season coming soon.] 
   26 star-trek.guide
    6 tomorrow-people.guide
   70 twilight-zone.guide

Text Files:

   20 amber-timeline.txt
   68 argon.txt
   48 cons.txt
   32 decwars.txt
   24 down-in-flames.txt
   86 hitch-hikers-guide-to-the-net.txt
   20 hugos.txt
    8 klingonaase.txt
    6 nebulas.txt
    4 saturn.txt
   92 the-enchanted-duplicator.txt
    4 world-fantasy-awards.txt

Back Issues of SF-LOVERS:

   1872 sf-lovers.v1
   1904 sf-lovers.v2
   1856 sf-lovers.v3
   1760 sf-lovers.v4
    816 sf-lovers.v5
   1744 sf-lovers.v6
    592 sf-lovers.v7
   1648 sf-lovers.v8
   3600 sf-lovers.v9
   7472 sf-lovers.v10
   6752 sf-lovers.v11
   4944 sf-lovers.v12a
   4000 sf-lovers.v12b
   6000 sf-lovers.v13
   7568 sf-lovers.v14

New to the archives: the author lists provided and maintained by John Wenn
are now available in the directory pub/sfl/authorlists.  The list for each
author is contained in its own file with the filenames being in the form:
Lastname.Firstname, e.g. Niven.Larry (Please remember, unix filenames are
case sensitive).
 
A few notes about the files.  The number that appears to the left of the
file, is the size of the file in kilobytes.  All of the back issues except
for volume 1 are in BABYL mail format.  The first volume, sf-lovers.v1,
includes a number of messages from the early days before digests and there
is much of "historical" interest.

The current volume is Volume 15.  Old issues of this volume may be found in
the same directory as the archives.  They are in the files sf-lovers.xxxyy
where "xxx" is the month of publication and "yy" is the current year.  For
more recent back issues, send your request to
SF-LOVERS-REQUEST@RUTGERS.EDU.
 
Files in the archives that have been modified within the last month or are
new entries are denoted with a "*" in the lists above.  If anyone notes any
errors or would like to supply missing information, please write to
SF-LOVERS-REQUEST@RUTGERS.EDU.

------------------------------

Date: 29 Sep 90 05:54:25 GMT
From: cs631124@umbc5.umbc.edu (cs631124)
Subject: John Brunner

   I'm reading _The Compleat Traveller in Black_ by John Brunner (Collier,
1986).  This is apparently a collection of short stories that Brunner
published ~20 yrs ago.  Can anyone tell me where these were published
and/or if there are any other stories set in this universe (such as it is)?

   Thanks.

JM

------------------------------

Date: 30 Sep 90 01:15:46 GMT
From: rknowles@garnet.berkeley.edu
Subject: Re: John Brunner

cs631124@umbc5.umbc.edu.UUCP (cs631124) writes:
>   I'm reading _The Compleat Traveller in Black_ by John Brunner (Collier,
>1986).  This is apparently a collection of short stories that Brunner
>published ~20 yrs ago.  Can anyone tell me where these were published
>and/or if there are any other stories set in this universe (such as it
>is)?

Err, "Compleat" means complete at least up until 1986.  I've heard of no
new ones since then.  There is one newer story in the Compleat Traveller in
Black that was not in the original Ace The Traveller in Black published in
the 60's.

------------------------------

Date: 30 Sep 90 23:13:18 GMT
From: parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu
Subject: Glen Cook update

The next book to see print by Glen Cook will be the next Garrett book next
June.  He just restarted the next Black Company book, he didn't like what
he had done through about a third of it the first time.  That would
probably put it as October '91 or later, depending upon when he finishes
it.

Gregg Parmentier
parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu

------------------------------

Date: 1 Oct 90 05:26:48 GMT
From: tucker@tahoe.unr.edu (Aaron Tucker)
Subject: Re: Glen Cook update

parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu writes:
>The next book to see print by Glen Cook will be the next Garrett book next
>June.  He just restarted the next Black Company book, he didn't like what
>he had done through about a third of it the first time.  That would
>probably put it as October '91 or later, depending upon when he finishes
>it.

This is good news, but it's been all too long since the last "Dread Empire"
novel, "An Ill Fate Marshalling" came out.  Needs a sequel.

------------------------------

Date: 28 Sep 90 20:11:27 GMT
From: 6600mak@ucsbuxa.ucsb.edu (Martin Kagan)
Subject: Re: Dickson's Childe Cycle Question

parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu writes:
>the cycle ( in action order )
>Necromancer                    1962
>Dorsai                         1960
>Tactics of Mistake             1971
>The Final Encyclopedia         1984
>The Chantry Guild              1987
>
>connected books
>Lost Dorsai                    1980
>Soldier, Ask Not               1967
>The Spirit of the Dorsai       1979

But Tactic of Mistake clearly takes place between the events of Necromancer
and Dorsai, not after Dorsai as you have written.  Tactic of Mistake is
about Cletus, an ancestor of Donal, and the man responsible for making the
Dorsai what they are in Donal's time.

I also think that the later books, while they may have less action than the
earlier ones, are still well worth reading, and essential for understanding
the series as a whole.  I too desperately await the conclusion.  Does
anyone know an expected release date, or is Dickson even working on it at
all?

One last thing I never understood - what was the symbolism of the melting
lion in Necromancer, that Hal Mayne will later recall.  Is it something out
of Revelations or something?  What's the allusion if any?

Marty Kagan
6600mak@ucsbuxa.ucsb.edu
6600mak@ucsbuxa.bitnet  

------------------------------

Date: 28 Sep 90 21:19:35 GMT
From: rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu (R o d Johnson)
Subject: Re: Dickson's Childe Cycle Question

6600mak@ucsbuxa.ucsb.edu (Martin Kagan) writes:
>parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu writes:
>
>>the cycle ( in action order )
>>Necromancer			1962
>>Dorsai			1960
>>Tactics of Mistake		1971
>>The Final Encyclopedia	1984
>>The Chantry Guild		1987

Actually, if I remember things right, although Necromancer precedes Dorsai
chronologically, the order is the other way around in the narrative
sequence of the cycle, right?  That is, Donal Graeme becomes whatsisname in
Necromancer, who in turn becomes Hal Mayne.  Damn, I can't remember these
names at all, it's been a while.  Anyway, if I were reading the cycle in
order, I'd do it thus:

Tactics of Mistake
Dorsai
Necromancer
The Final Encyclopedia
The Chantry Guild
. . . and Childe, if it ever gets written.

(PS: bloated and overwrought as the later books are, I too think they're
worth reading.)

Rod Johnson
rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu

------------------------------

Date: 28 Sep 90 09:33:19 GMT
From: GLWARNER@samford.bitnet (THE GAR)
Subject: Re: SF-LOVERS Digest   V15 #337

kaufman@delta.eecs.nwu.edu (Michael L. Kaufman) writes:
>jh6g+@andrew.cmu.edu (Jason F. Harvey) writes:
>>I feel that L.Ron is definitely on of the grandmasters of science
>>fiction.  Checking out his Mission Earth series (10 books) or Battlefield
>>Earth (1000+ pages) should give you a the correct feeling that most
>>people have.
>
>I would be more inclined to agree with you if he had not died five years
>before writing "his" Mission Earth Series.
>
>I did like Battlefield Earth enough to have read it in one 15 hour
>sitting.  I think the ending is not as good as the rest of the book, but
>all in all, it was quite good no matter who wrote it.

Thank you SO much for bringing up this point.  I would like to hear more on
it.  I read volumes 1-4 of the "dekology" and was telling everyone I knew
that I was convinced this was NOT Hubbard writing.  The quality was nothing
like I had come to expect from reading old magazine stories and from the
wonderful Battlefield Earth, which I also read in one setting.

I believe you are incorrect in stating that he died "five years" before the
series, but possibly I am wrong.  I know he was dead at the time the second
book hit press.

One interesting thing that occurred to me when reading was the sudden
inclusion of topics to arouse the "purient interests" of the reader.  If I
recall my Hubbard, Battlefield Earth was one of the "cleanest" books I'd
ever read.  And don't tell me this 1,000+ pager was a juvie.

I'd be interested to hear more along these lines.  Did Hubbard actually
write Mission: Earth?  When did he really die?

------------------------------

Date: 28 Sep 90 19:32:08 GMT
From: olapw@olgb1.oliv.co.uk (Tony Walton)
Subject: Re: Re: Julian May

sd1r+@andrew.cmu.edu (Sridhar Dasari) writes:
>I've read May's two Intervention books and enjoyed them

TWO?? You mean there's another one, apart from _Intervention_ itself???
Any idea when it was published, and has anyone any idea when it'll crawl
its way to this side of the Atlantic?

------------------------------

Date: 29 Sep 90 00:23:35 GMT
From: sfeldon@milton.u.washington.edu (Steve Feldon)
Subject: Re: Re: Julian May

olapw@olgb1.oliv.co.uk (Tony Walton) writes:
>>I've read May's two Intervention books and enjoyed them
>
>TWO?? You mean there's another one, apart from _Intervention_ itself???

Two Interventions or one?  Interesting question.  In America, the book was
one volume in hardback and two in paperback.  I believe the subtitles were
The Surveillance and The Metaconcert.  In Locus, I believe I saw that there
were both double and single volume publications in the UK, but this is just
what I remember.  In short, if you have read a whole story, there isn't any
more, but if you haven't...  Look for a second book!

------------------------------

Date: 1 Oct 90 03:31:18 GMT
From: netcom!aahz@claris.com (Dan Bernstein)
Subject: Re: Re: Julian May

That's correct: _The Intervention_ was released in paperback as _The
Surveillance_ and _The Metaconcert_.  Either way, we're told at the end to
expect a volume or two on the Metapsychic Rebellion.  Presumably, at the
end of that, we'll see that Marc will reveal himself to the present, as the
architect of BOTH the Intervention AND the Rebellion!

------------------------------

Date: 29 Sep 90 15:53:34 GMT
From: markb@cimage.com (Mark Bernstein)
Subject: Re: Is God dead?

Michael J. Hennebry writes:
>J_DELANO@unhh.BITNET writes:
>>All this talk about The Devil's Day (which I myself began ) leads me to
>>another question: is God really dead?  I assumed that at the end
>
>To find out read The Jehova Contract, by I. Forget. Guess Who hires a hit
>man to take out the Big Cheese.

   On a more serious note, you might take a look at a novel that came out a
year or two ago called _Tides of God_, by Ted Reynolds, which centers on a
starship full of people who set out to kill God.  Good stuff.

Mark Bernstein

------------------------------

Date: 28 Sep 90 08:03:14 GMT
From: ijameson@adelphi.ua.oz.au (Iain Jameson)
Subject: Re: felines in sci-fi

Cat Karina by Micheal Coney.

Iain Jameson

------------------------------

Date: 28 Sep 90 17:13:52 GMT
From: MLW@math.ams.com (Maxine L. Wolfson)
Subject: felines in sf

MZ Bradley's Darkover has a race of felines with-variously-telepathic
abilities, speech, social order, and benevolent/un-interested intent
towards the human-descended protagonists.  They play an even greater role
in the 'Friends of Darkover' compendiums.

Bradley and her brother PEZimmer also have a collaboration (rumor has it
that she lent her name only) that includes a race of sentient felines.  I
THINK it was called "Survivors of the Red Moon" or some such.

------------------------------

Date: 28 Sep 90 17:17:51 GMT
From: rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu (R o d Johnson)
Subject: Re: felines in sf

MLW@MATH.AMS.COM (Maxine L. Wolfson) writes:
>Bradley and her brother PEZimmer also have a collaboration (rumor has it
>that she lent her name only) that includes a race of sentient felines.  I
>THINK it was called "Survivors of the Red Moon" or some such.

Curious.  Why would MZB have to lend her name when her brother is quite
well-known on his own?  Is it because the publishers think that SF fans
have never heard of Paul Zimmer?  (I suppose they could be right at that.)

Rod Johnson
rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu

------------------------------

Date: 28 Sep 90 20:06:26 GMT
From: utoday!wagner@uunet.uu.net (Mitch Wagner)
Subject: Re: Felines in SF

CILIBERT@CTRVX1.VANDERBILT.EDU writes:

>  THE COMING OF THE QUANTUM CATS by Pohl
>     I haven't read this one, but there must be a cat in there SOMEWHERE.

Not that I can recall. The title is a reference to the "Schrodinger's Cat"
thought-experiment.

Mitch Wagner
wagner@utoday.com
...uunet!utoday!wagner

------------------------------

Date: 26 Sep 90 08:37:20 GMT
From: csusac!tree!guest@csufres.csufresno.edu (John Wheeler)
Subject: Superman Story

To the person who was looking for the sex and superman story:
 
I have also seen a story by Larry Niven called "Man of Steel, Woman of
Kleenex". The book I have it in is called "All the Myrid Ways".

------------------------------

Date: 28 Sep 90 21:45:20 GMT
From: hsv3!mvp@vicom.com (Mike Van Pelt)
Subject: Re: Story request: "Door Lock"?

I asked about a story in Analog in the 70's, which featured a group
snooping in the mail, a computer called "Door Lock", and pre-Drexler
nanotechnology cameras imbedded in a gum wrapper.

David Bowen (dmb@sequoia.cray.com) found it: The story is "Letter Rip" by
George M. Ewing, and appeared in the April 1977 issue of Analog.

Mike Van Pelt
...ames!vsi1!v7fs1!mvp

------------------------------

Date: 28 Sep 90 12:27:29 GMT
From: boyajian@ruby.enet.dec.com (Cisco's Buddy)
Subject: Re: Request answer

wyzansky@NADC.NADC.NAVY.MIL (H. Wyzansky) writes:
>REDELMAN@auvm.auvm.edu (Richard B. Edelman) writes:
>>Does anyone remember the name and author of the novel about the
>>alternative history where the U.S. invades the Japanese mainland near the
>>end of WWII?
>
>The novel is _Lighter than a Feather_ by Donald Westlake.  It deals with
>Operation Olympic (the invasion of Kyushu).  I don't recall any mention of
>atomic bombs (working or non) at all.  The battle scenes are pretty good.

Well, then there are two such novels (I never read the Westlake). The other
one is THE BURNING MOUNTAIN by Alfred Coppel.

 --- jayembee (Jerry Boyajian)
UUCP:	...!decwrl!ruby.enet.dec.com!boyajian
ARPA:	boyajian%ruby.DEC@DECWRL.DEC.COM

------------------------------
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Date: 28 Sep 90 21:55:46 GMT
From: draughn@iitmax.iit.edu (Mark Draughn)
Subject: Looking for More Tales of the Godswords.

I have been working my way through Saberhagen's Sword books. They're great
fun.  I've read the three Books of Swords and the first five Books of Lost
Swords.  The jacket on the fifth book mentions that the Sixth Book of Lost
Swords (The Mindsword's Story) is forthcoming.  Is this true?  Does anybody
know if he plans to finish the series by writing a book for every Sword?
Are there any other books set in the "Empire of the East" universe besides
the original trilogy and the Sword books?

Thanks.

Mark Draughn
Academic Computing Center
Illinois Institute of Technology
10 W. 31st Street
Chicago, Illinois  60616
+1 312 567 5962
draughn@iitmax.iit.edu
SYSMARK@IITVAX.BITNET

------------------------------

Date: 29 Sep 90 01:02:39 GMT
From: ap1i+@andrew.cmu.edu (Andrew C. Plotkin)
Subject: Re: Tales of the Godswords. (SPOILERS)

> Does anybody know if he plans to finish the series by writing a book for
> every Sword?

It would be difficult, as two of them were destroyed in the 3rd Bk. of
Swords. (As about fourteen million people are about to point out.  :-) They
were Doomgiver and, um, ?Townsaver?

Which brings me to my favorite complaint about the Sword books: The Sword
of Justice and the Sword of Force should have destroyed *each* *other* on
contact!

------------------------------

Date: 29 Sep 90 02:19:13 GMT
From: hennebry@plains.nodak.edu (Michael J. Hennebry)
Subject: Tales of the Godswords. (SPOILERS)

ap1i+@andrew.cmu.edu (Andrew C. Plotkin) writes:
>Which brings me to my favorite complaint about the Sword books: The Sword
>of Justice and the Sword of Force should have destroyed *each* *other* on
>contact!

Not precisely. They should never have been able to meet in mutual combat.
If they did so meet the property of the Sword of Justice, turnabout, should
have destroyed the Sword of Force without damage to the SoJ and the
property of the SoF, beating anything, should have destroyed the SoJ
without damage to the SoF. This obviously cannot be, so they must not meet
in mutual combat.

BTW Sightblinder would not deflect Farslayer.

Mike
hennebry@plains.NoDak.edu      

------------------------------

Date: 29 Sep 90 05:49:07 GMT
From: arromdee@crabcake.cs.jhu.edu (Kenneth Arromdee)
Subject: Re: Tales of the Godswords. (SPOILERS)

ap1i+@andrew.cmu.edu (Andrew C. Plotkin) writes:
>> Does anybody know if he plans to finish the series by writing a book for
>> every Sword?
>It would be difficult, as two of them were destroyed in the 3rd Bk. of
>Swords. ...

Simple enough to fix.  Write a flashback.  Or write a story where someone
is trying to repair one or create a new one.  Or write a story where (say)
the sword's historical existence has had an impact on the current time.

Kenneth Arromdee
UUCP: ....!jhunix!arromdee
BITNET: arromdee@jhuvm
INTERNET: arromdee@cs.jhu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 29 Sep 90 12:18:37 GMT
From: mccalpin@perelandra.cms.udel.edu (John D. McCalpin)
Subject: Re: Tales of the Godswords. (SPOILERS)

hennebry@plains.NoDak.edu (Michael J. Hennebry) said:

>ap1i+@andrew.cmu.edu (Andrew C. Plotkin) writes:
>>Which brings me to my favorite complaint about the Sword books: The Sword
>>of Justice and the Sword of Force should have destroyed *each* *other* on
>>contact!
>
> Not precisely. They should never have been able to meet in mutual combat.
> If they did so meet the property of the Sword of Justice, turnabout,
> should have destroyed the Sword of Force without damage to the SoJ and
> the property of the SoF, beating anything, should have destroyed the SoJ
> without damage to the SoF. This obviously cannot be, so they must not
> meet in mutual combat.

This whole issue of the overwhelming superiority of Shieldbreaker has made
me very disappointed with the series.  It is as though Saberhagen just
punted on dealing with the logical problem of how the swords would
interact.  In taking the easy way out, he missed an opportunity to enhance
the fundamental story line that the power of the swords cannot be trusted,
which is a fundamental underpinning to the whole dramatic flow of the
series.

So how would I have played it out?  We were already given a clue as to how
to approach the problem in Mark's experience at the Dark King's camp
outside the city.  Here Sightblinder protected Mark from the Mindsword's
influence but, just barely!  I think that is the key.  So when Vulcan shows
up with Shieldbreaker at the town wall and he is confronted by Townsaver,
something very different should have happened.  I would have guessed that
the "moral imperative" of Townsaver was stronger than that of Shieldbreaker
in this case, and that the two swords would have fought to a stalemate.
However, Vulcan (being a god) could probably have managed to physically
throw the wielder of Townsaver into the river while Shieldbreaker protected
Vulcan from being chopped up.

Vulcan then moves on and is confronted by another mortal wielding
Doomgiver.  We really know very little about Doomgiver, I believe that the
only episode where it was used was with Aphrodite, and it made her fall in
love with a mortal as her "doom".  In the case of the confrontation with
Vulcan, I see Doomgiver displaying a bit of intelligence and foresight.
Doomgiver "knows" that Vulcan is immensely vulnerable while wielding
Shieldbreaker and Doomgiver "knows" that Vulcan is unaware of this.  So
what more perfect way to ensure Vulcan's "doom" than to simply disappear?
Doomgiver simply teleports itself away in the manner of Coinspinner.  At
that point, the former wielder of Doomgiver is unarmed and hence perfectly
safe.  Vulcan simply moves on to Ben's house and gets captured as in the
original rendition of the story.

So I think that it would have been quite possible for Saberhagen to resolve
the issues of the relative performance of the Swords for this occasion
without resorting to a simple notion of superiority.  This resolution could
have allowed the plot to turn out exactly the same at this point in the
story, but would have also retained the uncertainty surrounding the Sword's
powers which is such an important part of the dramatic tension of the whole
series.  Later Townsaver could have been recovered from the river and
Doomgiver would just show up wherever it was (dramatically) needed.

John D. McCalpin			
Assistant Professor
College of Marine Studies, U. Del.	
mccalpin@perelandra.cms.udel.edu
mccalpin@vax1.udel.edu

------------------------------

Date: 29 Sep 90 17:51:09 GMT
From: arromdee@crabcake.cs.jhu.edu (Kenneth Arromdee)
Subject: Re: Tales of the Godswords. (SPOILERS)

mccalpin@perelandra.cms.udel.edu (John D. McCalpin) writes:
>This whole issue of the overwhelming superiority of Shieldbreaker has made
>me very disappointed with the series.  It is as though Saberhagen just
>punted on dealing with the logical problem of how the swords would
>interact.  In taking the easy way out, he missed an opportunity to enhance
>the fundamental story line that the power of the swords cannot be trusted,
>which is a fundamental underpinning to the whole dramatic flow of the
>series.

Hmm.  I didn't see it that way.  To me it seems that one of the main
characteristics of the swords is that they _can_ be trusted.  With many
types of fantasy magic, magic is something mysterious, something which you
can never rely on, something which depends on your mood or the phase of the
moon or something else with no direct connection to what you're using the
magic for.  The magic in Empire of the East/the Swords books isn't like
that.  It's scientific - the rules are clear, and can be followed, and if
you follow them it'll work, every time.  And you can use the magic in a
logical and scientific manner as tools to help you do other things.  Even
Coinspinner may sometimes change owners at random, but while someone has it
it's reliable for them.

Kenneth Arromdee
UUCP: ....!jhunix!arromdee
BITNET: arromdee@jhuvm
INTERNET: arromdee@cs.jhu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 29 Sep 90 20:53:06 GMT
From: ars3_cif@uhura.cc.rochester.edu (Aaron Sher)
Subject: Re: Tales of the Godswords. (SPOILERS)

mccalpin@perelandra.cms.udel.edu (John D. McCalpin) writes:
>Mindsword's influence but, just barely!  I think that is the key.  So when
>Vulcan shows up with Shieldbreaker at the town wall and he is confronted
>by Townsaver, something very different should have happened.  I would have
>guessed that the "moral imperative" of Townsaver was stronger than that of
>Shieldbreaker in this case, and that the two swords would have fought to a
>stalemate.  

Remember, Townsaver's power is to kill anything that comes near (when its
wielder is protecting noncombatants), and (secondary) not to allow its 
wielder to die while in battle.  Shieldbreaker's primary power is to 
protect its wielder from absolutely anything at all, and (secondary) to 
kill anything that attacks.  So we have a clash of primary powers, which
would probably cancel (Townsaver would not be able to wound Shieldbreaker's
wielder, but it would not be damaged in the attempt), and a clash of
secondary powers.  The secondary powers are more interesting; possibly 
SB would chop TS's wielder up, even though TS would not allow him to die?

------------------------------

Date: 30 Sep 90 16:11:11 GMT
From: hennebry@plains.nodak.edu (Michael J. Hennebry)
Subject: Re: Tales of the Godswords.

arromdee@cs.jhu.edu (Kenneth Arromdee) writes:
>Simple enough to fix.  Write a flashback.  Or write a story where someone
>is trying to repair one or create a new one.  Or write a story where (say)
>the

Creating a new one would seem to be more fun. Use the healing Sword on
Jordan so that he can remember the recipe for it. Even if it requires
tremendous amounts of human blood, the original could be used to keep the
donor healthy.  If it requires producing lots of pain, the thing to do
might be to ask for volunteers who would receive first call on the Swords
produced in exchange for their help. If the recipe required killing people
there might be a problem, but I doubt that it does. The other god's
complaints to Vulcan about the ingredients did not mention it. Also it
would seem a strange ingredient for a healing sword.

Mike
hennebry@plains.NoDak.edu      

------------------------------

Date: 30 Sep 90 16:22:33 GMT
From: hennebry@plains.nodak.edu (Michael J. Hennebry)
Subject: Re: Tales of the Godswords.

arromdee@cs.jhu.edu (Kenneth Arromdee) writes:
>Hmm.  I didn't see it that way.  To me it seems that one of the main
>characteristics of the swords is that they _can_ be trusted.  

Ah, but only Shieldbreaker can be trusted. None of the others are
trustworthy around Shieldbreaker. For the other Swords to be trustworthy
none of them should be placed in opposition to Shieldbreaker. They are
other combinations that should never meet in opposition. Farslayer and the
healing Sword, Townsaver and the healing Sword, Doomgiver and any other
Sword. There are even Swords that should never meet their duplicates if
humans ever make any: Shieldbreaker and Sightblinder.

Mike
hennebry@plains.NoDak.edu      

------------------------------

Date: 30 Sep 90 21:39:17 GMT
From: sksircar@phoenix.princeton.edu (Subrata Sircar)
Subject: Re: Tales of the Godswords.

hennebry@plains.NoDak.edu (Michael J. Hennebry) writes:
>Ah, but only Shieldbreaker can be trusted. None of the others are
>trustworthy around Shieldbreaker. For the other Swords to be trustworthy
>none of them should be placed in opposition to Shieldbreaker. They are
>other combinations that should never meet in opposition. Farslayer and the
>healing Sword, Townsaver and the healing Sword, Doomgiver and any other
>Sword. There are even Swords that should never meet their duplicates if
>humans ever make any: Shieldbreaker and Sightblinder.

Two points:

1.  Shieldbreaker cannot be trusted because it is now the vehicle for what
is left of a God - namely, Vulcan.  It absorbed most of his godhead in the
Third Book of Swords.  Hence the original Shieldbreaker would probably be
able to shatter its human-created opposite (leaving aside the issue of
whether a human created Sword can match a God's handiwork.)

2.  Most of these are not really issues.  If you throw Farslayer at someone
with Woundhealer stuck in them, one of two things will happen:

a) Woundhealer can resurrect the dead.  Farslayer kills the victim, who is
then resurrected by Woundhealer.  Remember, once Farslayer strikes, it's
magic is stopped until the next invocation.  It's just a finely-wrought
blade after it's been thrown.

b) Woundhealer's powers end with resurrection; can't bring back the dead.
Farslayer kills the person, who stays dead (since Farslayer's purpose
doesn't conflict with Woundhealer's anymore.)

3.  Townsaver and Woundhealer interact similarly except Townsaver may not
necessarily kill.  Woundhealer will heal any damage inflicted by Townsaver
(although not necessarily instantly, as with Jord's arm) up to death, where
we look to 2)

4.  Doomgiver is more problematical.  Doomgive dispenses Justice; how do we
know that when Shieldbreaker shatterred Doomgiver, it didn't dispense
Justice by having Vulcan lose in the end anyway?  In that sense, Doomgiver
may be able to manipulate circumstance, and hence create a situation where
both Swords acheive their purpose.  Doomgiver's power (at least as far as I
can tell) is not strictly turnabout; that was simply the just outcome for
Aphrodite.

5.  I think we're thinking about something that wasn't meant to be deeply
thought about.  :<)

Subrata Sircar
sksircar@phoenix.princeton.edu

------------------------------

Date: 30 Sep 90 19:04:39 GMT
From: rti!sheol!throopw@mcnc.mcnc.org (Wayne Throop)
Subject: Re: Tales of the Godswords. (SPOILERS)

I haven't seen anyone note (at least not this time around for this
discussion, and it is worth noting) that Shieldbreaker's segment of the
Song of the Swords explicitly claims that it has the power to destroy the
other Swords (or at least, the capitalization of the word "Swords" in the
line "...  and shatter Swords, ..." indicates this, especially since none
of the other relevant nouns are capitalized.)

Wayne Throop
<backbone>!mcnc!rti!sheol!throopw
sheol!throopw@rti.rti.org

------------------------------

Date: 30 Sep 90 23:30:37 GMT
From: ap1i+@andrew.cmu.edu (Andrew C. Plotkin)
Subject: Re: Tales of the Godswords. (SPOILERS)

Michael J. Hennebry@plai writes:
> Creating a new one would seem to be more fun. Use the healing Sword on
> Jordan so that he can remember the recipe for it. Even if it requires
> tremendous amounts of human blood, the original could be used to keep the
> donor healthy.

   It's possible that making a Sword requires a God. The originals did. 
   This, however, gets tangled in the fact that at the end of the trilogy,
the Swords were more powerful than the gods. I've always felt that the
Swords' power was based in human belief - the same power that caused the
appearance of the Greek pantheon. When Vulcan made them, he was using his
deific power as Smith; but he gave that away, along with the rest of the
gods' power, when he gave the Swords to the mortals.

To make new Swords, I think, would require the same deific level of power;
and there are no powers left whose attributes are Forging or Tool-creation.

> They are other combinations that should never meet in opposition.
> Farslayer and the healing Sword, Townsaver and the healing Sword...

These could be resolved with a minimum of fudging. Each Sword seems to have
a primary function plus by-products. For example, Farslayer's function
seems to be seeking out the heart of any person you hate.  Nothing there
about *killing* them. So Woundhealer could protect you (assuming you had it
stuck through yourself at the time.) Note that Mark or Ben or somebody was
relying on this at one point (in the 1st or 2nd bk of Lost Swords.)

Townsaver's power is also about fighting, not specifically about wounding
or killing. So Woundhealer could keep you alive if you were up against
Townsaver. (Not necessarily in constant fighting trim, you'd lose a lot of
limbs, probably, which take days to grow back.)

Shieldbreaker, as someone pointed out, "shatters Swords" (and, by
implication, all hostile tools. (Tool == spell, weapon, anything like
that.)) So it's no surprise that it smashed Townsaver.

My complaint about Shieldbreaker vs Doomgiver is this: the one example of
Doomgiver's power, the Venus incident, implies that Doomgiver's power is to
turn a hostile tool back on its wielder. If that's an accurate statement,
then it applies to Shieldbreaker just as much as Shieldbreaker applies to
it.

The precise statement of each Sword's power is for the author to describe,
however. Since Doomgiver is gone, we'll probably never know what it did.
(Unless Saberhagen writes _Doomgiver's Story_ as taking place *before* Mark
got hold of it.)

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
***********************

1,,
Summary-line:  3-Oct  overs-request@rutgers.edu  #SF-LOVERS Digest   V15 #344
Received: by elbereth.rutgers.edu (5.59/SMI4.0/RU1.4/3.08) 
	id AA09940; Wed, 3 Oct 90 08:34:47 EDT
Date: Wed, 3 Oct 90 08:34:47 EDT
Message-Id: <9010031234.AA09940@elbereth.rutgers.edu>
From: Saul Jaffe (The Moderator) <sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu>
Sender: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu
Errors-To: sf-lovers-errors@rutgers.edu
To: SFLOVERS-RECIPIENTS
Subject: SF-LOVERS Digest   V15 #344
Reply-To: SF-LOVERS@rutgers.edu

*** EOOH ***
Date: Wed, 3 Oct 90 08:34:47 EDT
From: Saul Jaffe (The Moderator) <sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu>
Sender: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu
To: SFLOVERS-RECIPIENTS
Subject: SF-LOVERS Digest   V15 #344
Reply-To: SF-LOVERS@rutgers.edu


SF-LOVERS Digest           Wednesday, 3 Oct 1990      Volume 15 : Issue 344

Today's Topics:

	  Books - Baudino & Blish & Brunner & Crichton (2 msgs) &
                  Foster & Hardy (2 msgs) & McCrumb &
                  Simmons (2 msgs) & Williams & Requests (3 msgs)
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Date: 2 Oct 90 12:33:00 GMT
From: whitaker@mdcbbs.com
Subject: Gael Baudino's "Dragon Sword"

Found another Gael Baudino apart from the briliant "Gossamer Axe" and
"Strands of Starlight" (which is mentioned on the inside cover of "Gossamer
Axe" but I can't find).

This is "Dragon Sword", published by Lynx. From the cover blurb and art,
you'd guess it was another "modern heroine gets transported to fantasy
world and saves it" book. Well, it is, but it has some surprising twists in
the tale (or even the tail). In general, above average sword and sorcery,
but not up to "Gossamer Axe".

Thanks to whoever recommended Emma Bull's "War of the Oaks" - I enjoyed it.
My one regret is that I hadn't read it before "Gossamer Axe", which
rather sets the standard for this kind of book.

Mike Whitaker
mikew@shapec.mdcbbs.com

------------------------------

Date: 1 Oct 90 08:37:42 GMT
From: der@otter.hpl.hp.com (Dave Reynolds)
Subject: Re: Is God dead?

My memory is a little weak on this but wasn't there a sequel to "Black
Easter" called something like "The Day After Judgement"?

As I remember it life on Earth turned out to be not *quite* as bad as you
might expect after a complete victory for Hell.  Various protagonists try
to find out what the source of that slight bit of moderation is with
interesting results!

Dave Reynolds
der@hplb.hpl.hp.com

------------------------------

Date: 1 Oct 90 05:40:49 GMT
From: ssc!markz@celestial.com (Mark Zenier)
Subject: Re: John Brunner

cs631124@umbc5.umbc.edu (cs631124) writes:
>    I'm reading _The Compleat Traveller in Black_ by John Brunner
> (Collier, 1986).  This is apparently a collection of short stories that
> Brunner published ~20 yrs ago.  Can anyone tell me where these were
> published and/or if there are any other stories set in this universe
> (such as it is)?

The edition of "The Traveler in Black" copyright 1971 contains 4 stories.
Another story was published in (I think) Isaac Asimov's Science Fiction
Adventure Magazine.  Something involving a lake.  If the "Compleat" version
has that one ...

markz@ssc.uucp

------------------------------

Date: 2 Oct 90 15:58:07 GMT
From: jdnicoll@watyew.uwaterloo.ca (Brian or James)
Subject: Reprehensible Fiction

   I just reread 'The Terminal Man' by Michael Crichton.  Funny, but when I
read this as a kid, I didn't notice the disservice it does to people with
psychomoter epilespy. Ah well.
   The plot centers around a violent victim [named Benson] of psychomoter
epilepsy whose problems seem to stem from a head injury Benson suffered.  A
fairly new technique [One that is so new, I don't think anyone actually
uses it, despite the book being ~20 years old] wherein a cluster of very
thin wires are inserted into Benson's brain, and whenever a seizure of the
sort associated with his violent behavior occurs, an electrical shock is
administered to end the seizure. *Of course* things go wrong, and Benson
subconsciously learns how to *cause* his seizures, because the electric
countermeasure stimulates his pleasure center, which feels *good*.  Many
deaths and anti-computer diatribes later, Benson is finally gunned down.
   The bits concerning the implanting and calibration of the antiseizure
implant are quite good, and I think the discussion of how to allocate rare
medical resources was interesting [although the examples he gave of poorly
considered transplant recipients felt like straw men]. Some parts are
*very* dated [the dangers of microwaves to pacemakers and the presentation
of gays come to mind]. The part that really sticks in my craw, however, is
how psychomoter epileptics are presented, especially given that even in
1970, the linkage between this form of eplilepsy and violent behavior was
considered somewhat dubious, and that Crichton's afterword makes it clear
he was aware of this. Crichton is [or was] a doctor; should he have
refrained from using this particular disorder [psychomotor epilepsy] as
part of his plot in the manner he does? I'm quite curious how other folks
view this.

James Nicoll 

------------------------------

Date: 2 Oct 90 21:07:44 GMT
From: geb@dsl.pitt.edu (Gordon E. Banks)
Subject: Re: Reprehensible Fiction

jdnicoll@watyew.uwaterloo.ca (Brian or James) writes:
>gays come to mind]. The part that really sticks in my craw, however, is
>how psychomoter epileptics are presented, especially given that even in
>1970, the linkage between this form of eplilepsy and violent behavior was
>considered somewhat dubious, and that Crichton's afterword makes it clear
>he was aware of this. Crichton is [or was] a doctor; should he have
>refrained from using this particular disorder [psychomotor epilepsy] as
>part of his plot in the manner he does? I'm quite curious how other folks
>view this.

Some patients with partial complex seizures will have violent behavior
during a seizure.  Usually the violence is not directed toward a specific
person, but trying to restrain a patient who is fitting will often provoke
an intense violent response.  Usually the patient will not pursue a fleeing
person.  Often there is violence toward furniture and other inanimate
objects.  I had one patient who took a butcher knife and cut down her
curtains.  Her husband wisely stayed out of her way until the spell was
over.

Most cases in which this comes to public attention involve persons who have
been arrested for violent crimes and attempt to plead innocent due to the
fact they have epilepsy or even only EEG abnormalities.  Lawyers can often
get their clients off using such tactics, and "expert" witnesses can often
be found who, for a fee, will testify that the violent behavior could have
been due to a seizure.  Most of these cases, if not all, in my view are
highly suspect.

Some patients with temporal lobe seizures are also subject to frequent rage
attacks which are not actual seizures on EEG.  These may be due to
pathology in the limbic system.

------------------------------

Date: 3 Oct 90 00:16:01 GMT
From: hhaller@pnet01.cts.com (Harry Haller)
Subject: Re: M. A. Foster

dswartz@bigbootay.sw.stratus.com (Dan Swartzendruber) writes:
>The "other" Ler book to which you refer is actually the prequel to
>"Warriors of Dawn", not the sequel.  It is "The Gameplayers of Zan" and
>describes the origins of the Ler on Earth, before they invent FTL travel
>and leave Earth.  There actually is a sequel to WoD, set some hundreds (?)
>of years later.  Unfortunately, I'm not at home, and I don't remember the
>title.

The sequel was Day of the Klesh.

Did anyone else really LOVE Gameplayers of Zan, yet HATE the lack of
description in Foster's writing style?  I mean, he does describe, but he
conceived of something so wonderful, it just seemed like it deserved...
more?  For me, GPoZ is a book I have to read in small chunks, and then stop
and 'color it in' in my mind and I REALLY would like to see a proper
sequel, or rather, a parallel story, say hovering closer to Sanjirmil at
the same time.

------------------------------

Date: 1 Oct 90 23:39:33 GMT
From: sd1r+@andrew.cmu.edu (Sridhar Dasari)
Subject: Master of Five Magics-Hardy

Hi.  Just read Lyndon Hardy's (sp?) Master of the Five Magics.  I thought
it was a big waste of time.  This book is a very standard hero quest for
the fair queen, that has a very predictable ending.  The only redeeming
quality of this book is the half-serious discussion of the laws of the Five
Magics, and even this was not very impressive.  The plot really stunk, and
the all the characters were very ONE-dimensional;
 I was quite disgusted with the hero Alodar quite often in the book.  The
charactization was pathetic, the plot boring, and the themes of the book
were quite conventional.  DON'T READ THIS BOOK unless you have time to
waste (and believe me, you'll waste that time).

Rating:  4.0 (out of 10)
just as a basis of comparison for my rating system, 
Rating (Ender's Game): 9.0
Rating (Belgariad): 7.5

Sridhar H. Dasari

------------------------------

Date: 2 Oct 90 17:34:21 GMT
From: ap1i+@andrew.cmu.edu (Andrew C. Plotkin)
Subject: Re: Master of Five Magics-Hardy

Sridhar Dasari@andrew.cm writes:
> Hi.  Just read Lyndon Hardy's (sp?) Master of the Five Magics.  I thought
> it was a big waste of time.  This book is a very standard hero quest for
> the fair queen, that has a very predictable ending.  The only redeeming
> quality of this book is the half-serious discussion of the laws of the
> Five Magics, and even this was not very impressive.

There are two sequels: _Secret of the Sixth Magic_, and _Riddle of the
Seven Realms_.

I'll almost agree with Sridhar; the plots are stupid and the prose is
laughable, but Hardy does create a fairly nifty system of magic. If, like
me, you have a high tolerance for bad writing or are willing to skim a lot,
you can read them.

At least, you can read the first two. The third book introduces
inconsistencies into the magical system, which ruins whatever value it may
have had.

------------------------------

Date: 1 Oct 90 17:01:49 GMT
From: csusac!potter@csufres.csufresno.edu (david potter)
Subject: "BIMBOS OF THE DEATH SUN" <==> incompetent slop

>>	_Bimbos of the Death Sun_
>>                 by Sharyn McCrumb
>>When the novel gets sent to the producer, they name the book "Bimbos of
>>the Death Sun" and put a "bimbo" in a bikini space-suit on the front
>>cover.  Quite a funny book, if you can find it.
>>
>
>Wow!  You mean someone else actually read this?  I have tried and tried to
>get friends to read it ('cause it IS funny'), but they take one look at
>the cover and ask me where my social responsibility has gone!  Lesson: Do
>not judge a book by the bimbo on the cover!

First:  Novels are usually printed by PUBLISHERS, not producers.
 
Second:  It wasn't a terribly good book.  "Anthony Boucher" did the 
         "murder at an SF convention" bit thirty or forty years ago,
         did it better, spelled the names right, and didn't attribute
         novels to the wrong authors in his text.

McCrumb's book is an exercise in cute sloppiness, unoriginal and poorly
executed; the denouement, the supposedly dramatic exposure of the murderer
in an RPG, is so labored that it's not even interesting.

The fact that the book won an Edgar award (in one of the myriad of highly
specialized categories for which an Edgar can be won!) simply demonstrates
that the Edgar voters are either owned outright by TSR, or ignorant of the
history of their own field.
 
The book is an amusing half-hour read.  I spent more time than that on it,
because I was trying to figure out how it got published in the first place.
After my list of howlers, bad English, and incompetent and incorrect
references had exceeded two pages, I stopped taking notes.
 
On the basis of McCrumb's book, I'm moved to comment, once again, that TSR
obviously hasn't got a single editor or proofreader who can claim knowledge
of the English language.
 
I bought "BIMBOS OF THE DEATH SUN" because of the cover.  I figured, with a
cover like that, it *has* to be hilarious.  I was appalled by the sheer
incompetence of the writing and editing, and not greatly amused.
 
My advice on this one: if you have to read it, borrow it from a friend.
Don't encourage the folks who perpetrated it by contributing to their
earnings.

------------------------------

Date: 1 Oct 90 15:10:40 GMT
From: rbrink@hubcap.clemson.edu (Rick Brink)
Subject: Fall of Hyperion

I'm about 2/3rds finished with Fall, and so far have been very pleased.
Most of the commentary about this work was negative in the past, many felt
it a cop out ending to the first story.
  I have felt a shift of emphasis, but not too far from the very mystical
focus of the original characters.  Maybe the letdown is yet to come,
(Father Dure is stuck on Gods Grove right now) but I don't see it yet.
  I don't want to spoil here, so I will not go further.  I'm enjoying most
of the dialog, and I'm relieved that there are fewer long passages from
Keats (I'm not much for poetry) even though there are many clues in the
poetry.
  I'm a big cyperpunk fan.  I like the different handling of access to the
Data Sphere in this work.  While this is obviously a sick society, it's
successful domination of the Web is demonstrative of the power of access to
managed networks.  I find it a refreshing change from the usual cerebral
jacking cybernic cowboys.  But that is not the focus of the story, only the
setting in which it unfolds.
  I think it's an excellent read, and recommend Dan Simmons to Greg Bear
fans.  Even with the multiple characters in the 2 Hyperion books, there is
a very personal connection to the events.  In reading Hyperion, I felt the
author and publisher missed out on the chance to sequel this story to
death.  There seemed in the first book, enough full-flesh characters to
fill the pages of 5 or 6 separate novels.  I'm very releaved that they
didn't.  This story has a much stronger impact, given the complexities and
experiences of the characters.
  I'm only moved to comment occasionally about a novel, these are very
commendable.
  Thanks Dan.

rbrink@hubcap.clemson.edu

------------------------------

Date: 23 Sep 90 13:17:42 GMT
From: John.Darnell@nss.fidonet.org (John Darnell)
Subject: Re: Hyperion

mbrown@tonic.osf.org (Mark Brown) says:
> The trouble is, both books were unnecessarily long, and filled with
> asides that slow down the story. In fact, I heartily agree with Spinrad's
> essay in the November ASIMOV'S the the HYPERION books are a clarion call
> for better editing in the SF field.

Another example of how tastes differ.  As far as I was concerned, the books
did not last long enough!  I deeply admired the texture of his (Simmons)
prose, feeling like I was allowed to sip a mellow wine with a beautiful
bouquet (OK, corny, but that's how I felt).

Some folks like their prose to be spartan and spare.  I prefer my prose to
have some body.  As far as I am concerned, no further editing was needed to
polish either book.

John Darnell
UUCP: ...!pitt!nss!John.Darnell
INTERNET: John.Darnell@nss.FIDONET.ORG

------------------------------

Date: 2 Oct 90 22:47:57 GMT
From: jcr@mbunix.mitre.org (Rogers)
Subject: "Hardwired" by Walter Jon Williams

Just finished "Hardwired" by Walter Jon Williams. I really enjoyed it.
Basically a light book, in the sense of not exploring weighty issues very
deeply. But extremely enjoyable - very well-written prose, for the most
part, I found.  Good action scenes, too.

What I enjoyed most about the book was its noir atmosphere. Are Williams'
other books like this? Having enjoyed this book, would I be likely to enjoy
other so-called cyberpunk books? How does "Hardwired" compare to the bulk
of cyberpunk work?

------------------------------

Date: 30 Sep 90 22:33:39 GMT
From: pirinen@cc.helsinki.fi
Subject: Request for Ecological Science Fiction

Hi,

I'd like to know how ecological matters have been tackled in science
fiction.  What good novels/short stories have been written about things
like pollution, overpopulation, the green-house effect, etc.? Any
recommendations on these are lines welcome, but, please, if you have a good
short story to tell me about, mention the collection/magazine in which it
is, that would be useful for finding it. Thank you!

Anetta Pirinen
pirinen@cc.helsinki.fi

------------------------------

Date: 1 Oct 90 14:54:59 GMT
From: keithst@winvmc.iinus1.ibm.com ("Charles Keith-Stanley")
Subject: Lensman-related novels not written by E. E. Smith, PhD

I've got a couple of volumes in my library set in the Lensman universe
which seem to be sanctioned by the Smith estate but not written by the
master. Three are by Duncan Kyle (or David K., they're in storage at the
moment) and are set between _Second_Stage_Lensman and _Children_of
the_Lens. The other is by a chap named Ellern (first name/initials unknown,
I'm at work, book is at home) and is set during Boskone's attack on
Civilization during the _First_Lensman_ time frame.

Does anyone on the list know of any other Lensman-related works?

Regards,

Charles Keith-Stanley

------------------------------

Date: 1 Oct 90 20:47:42 GMT
From: rwpratt@neon.stanford.edu (Robert W. Pratt)
Subject: Story ID request

   This is an old, old story a friend of mine is looking for info on. Its
about an advanced Atlantean civilization getting its energy by using ion
beams to tap into the Van Allen belt. Through misfortunes and mistakes a
solar flare zaps one of their ion beams, which then fries the Earth's
surface. Only groups living underwater and in space survive, and this
somehow leads into the story of Genesis.  I'm lost on this one, so please
send me any info you might have. Thanks.

Bob Pratt
2225 Sharon Rd. #323
Menlo Park, CA. 94025
rwpratt@neon.stanford.edu     
pratt_robert@tandem.com   

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	       Television - The Hulk & The Flash (6 msgs) &
                            Robin Hood (2 msgs) & The SF Channel &
                            Star Trek: The Next Generation (5 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 26 Sep 90 21:30:00 GMT
From: J_DELANO@unhh.bitnet
Subject: Hulk, Flash

   I missed _The Death of the Incredible Hulk_. I'm rather disappointed
that they killed him off.  I'd rather Banner was cured, you know?
   Can anyone give me a brief idea of what happened in that episode?  I
hope to see it in reruns eventually, so I don't want to know eveything.
   The same goes for the Flash.

------------------------------

Date: 26 Sep 90 18:52:56 GMT
From: klh@cbnewsk.att.com (kenneth.l.hinds)
Subject: Re: The Flash

> One complaint/point/suggestion.
>
> Show the effects of speed from the Flash's point of view.  As I recall he
> lives in a speeded up world.  Why don't they show him moving at his
> "normal" speed in a drastically slowed down world?

Well that's a neat thought but, think of all of the Special F/X people who
would be put out of work ;-) All they'd have to do is get a bunch of
low-paid actors to stand around like stick figures while the Flash
character runs/walks around them at what we view as normal speed.  That
would be kind of boring to watch, IMHO.  ;-)

Kenneth Hinds
AT&T Bell Labs, Holmdel,NJ
UUCP:  ...!att!mink!klh   
       klh@mink.att.com   

------------------------------

Date: 27 Sep 90 18:41:00 GMT
From: GUNTHAR%MKVAX1.DECNET@msus1.bitnet ("CthulhuBuster...er...Bustee")
Subject: The Flash

mcgp1!brat!donn@thalatta.com (Donn Pedro) writes
>Why don't they show him moving at his "normal" speed in a drastically
>slowed down world?

Here, here!

Did anyone notice that no matter how fast the Flash went or what he was
doing, that it always took at least two seconds to finish?  :)

------------------------------

Date: 29 Sep 90 14:23:35 GMT
From: d546640s@edinboro.edu (Palin Pax Wyrmsbane)
Subject: re:FLASH

I personally was a bit (more than a bit) disappointed in the FLASH. It had
no basis on the current comic pages. Here are a few of my complaints:

1) The current FLASH is NOT (I repeat ***NOT***) Barry Allen!!! Barry has
been DEAD since the CRISIS ON INFINITE EARTHS.  If they wanted to make it
"Realistic", they should have used the current FLASH, Wally West.

2) Tina McGee IS a current character, and NOT involved in any way with
Barry Allen.  In the comic pages, She is (or was) having an affair with
Wally FLASH.  She wasn't even known to Barry. C'MON, GUYS, GET REAL!!!!!!!

3) How come Barry is always in the right place at the right time? Wouldn't
people eventually get suspicious of him after a while???

D546640S@edinboro.edu

------------------------------

Date: 30 Sep 90 01:32:36 GMT
From: aru@mentor.cc.purdue.edu (Sriram Ramkrishna)
Subject: Re: FLASH

>1) The current FLASH is NOT (I repeat ***NOT***) Barry Allen!!! Barry has
>been DEAD since the CRISIS ON INFINITE EARTHS.  If they wanted to make it
>"Realistic", they should have used the current FLASH, Wally West.

What's wrong with Barry Allen?  So what if he is dead?  

>2) Tina McGee IS a current character, and NOT involved in any way with
>Barry Allen.  In the comic pages, She is (or was) having an affair with
>Wally FLASH.  She wasn't even known to Barry. C'MON, GUYS, GET REAL!!!!!!!

Come on, I think your comments are pretty trivial.  Big deal, not
everything has to conform to what is in the comics.  I like a little
variety in things anyway.  For those who don't read Flash regularly
probably could have careless if McGee was this 50 year old who was dating
Wally West.  Come on.

Havent' you read, those nifty 'what if' stories?  Just think of it that
way.  This just goes to show that, you can't please everybody.

>3) How come Barry is always in the right place at the right time?
>Wouldn't people eventually get suspicious of him after a while???

So what? Lois Lane got suspicious of Clark for always being there when
there is trouble and Superman showing up, and the fact that Superman and
Clark are not seen in public often.  Even though they are supposed to be
the best of friends or something like that.  It's not really all that much
to complain about.

Sri

------------------------------

Date: 30 Sep 90 01:44:46 GMT
From: jdnicoll@watyew.uwaterloo.ca (Brian or James)
Subject: Re: FLASH

d546640s@edinboro.EDU (Palin Pax Wyrmsbane) writes:
>I personally was a bit (more than a bit) disappointed in the FLASH. It
>had no basis on the current comic pages. Here are a few of my
>complaints:
>
>1) The current FLASH is NOT (I repeat ***NOT***) Barry Allen!!! Barry has
>been DEAD since the CRISIS ON INFINITE EARTHS.  If they wanted to make
>it "Realistic", they should have used the current FLASH, Wally West.
>
>2) Tina McGee IS a current character, and NOT involved in any way with
>Barry Allen.  In the comic pages, She is (or was) having an affair with
>Wally FLASH.  She wasn't even known to Barry. C'MON, GUYS, GET REAL!!!!!!!

   That's an interesting choice of words there. I hate to be the one to
break this to you, but Barry Allen, Wally West , and Jay Garrick are *not*
*real* *people*. They're just made-up characters in a comic book, and what
is said to true about them today could tommorrow be discarded.  Perhaps the
people doing the *television* version of the story about the Completely
Fictional man called 'The Flash' thought that, while they didn't think the
version of the Flash currently being used in the comic book version was not
entirely suitable to their needs, elements from all three Flash's [comic
book versions] could be adapted into a character that they *could* use on
TV. Tina McGee [TV] could sprout feelers and shrubbery next week, even
though Tina McGee [CB] did not, if the TV writers felt like [perhaps an
interesting story would result], and it would be as real a Tina McGee as
the comic book version is [which is to say, not at all real]. Fiction's
like that.
   I think it was Donald Westlake who got asked 'How do you feel about what
Hollywood did to your books?' The answer was that Hollywood didn't do a
thing to Westlake's books; they all read exactly as they had before the
adaptation to film. Flash [TV] isn't *nearly* as changed from the current
comic book version as he could have been. Just compare the film and book
versions of 'Casino Royale' sometime.
	  
>3) How come Barry is always in the right place at the right time?
>Wouldn't people eventually get suspicious of him after a while???

   Only if the script writers think it'll make a good story.

James Nicoll

------------------------------

Date: 1 Oct 90 15:28:33 GMT
From: rtravsky@outlaw.uwyo.edu (Richard W Travsky)
Subject: More Flash/Batman Borrowings

Regarding the borrowing of things from the Batman movie by the Flash, did
you notice the "old-time" Broadway font lettering all over the place?  Like
on the Central City chemical plant?  Or on the Police Station?  Check out
the shoulder patches on the policemen.  The Batman movie had that "the
future as envisioned in the 1940s" atmosphere and some of this can be seen
here and there in the Flash.  Also, I've not seen it mentioned here yet,
but Danny Elfman did the theme music for the Flash as well.
 
Richard Travsky
Division of Information Technology     
University of Wyoming
Bitnet:   RTRAVSKY @ UWYO
Internet: RTRAVSKY @ CORRAL.UWYO.EDU

------------------------------

Date: 27 Sep 90 16:49:56 GMT
From: kt16+@andrew.cmu.edu (Kevin Michael Thomas)
Subject: Robin Hood TV Series

Does anyone know the status of the Robin Hood TV series (if it is playing
anywhere, how long it has been aired, etc.)?

I've seen the first bunch of episodes on video tape produced by American
Playhouse:
   Robin Hood and the Sorcerer (with Michael Praed as Robin)
   Robin Hood and the Swords of Wayland (again with Michael Praed)
   Herne's Son (with Jason Connery - yes, Sean Connery's son, as Robin)
   Time of the Wolf (again with Jason Connery)

You can find these at most video stores under Science Fiction. I thought
they were great, but I never realized there was an ongoing TV series.  Then
I heard about an SF con during Thanksgiving that would feature some of the
actors (like Jason Connery) "from the Robin Hood television show."

Any news would be greatly appreciated.  I want to watch more.

Thanks.

Kevin Michael Thomas
kt16+@andrew.cmu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 29 Sep 90 10:14:24 GMT
From: boyajian@ruby.dec.com (Cisco's Buddy)
Subject: Re: Robin Hood TV Series

kt16+@andrew.cmu.edu (Kevin Michael Thomas) writes:
>Does anyone know the status of the Robin Hood TV series (if it is playing
>anywhere, how long it has been aired, etc.)?

It was (not surprisingly) British, and ran for three seasons, from 1984 to
1986. The First Season (5 episodes, including one 2-hour) and Second Season
(6 episodes, including one 2-hour) featured Michael Praed as Robin of
Loxley, and the Third Season (11 episodes, including two 2-hour) starred
Jason Connery as his successor, Robin of Huntington.

>I've seen the first bunch of episodes on video tape produced by American
>Playhouse:
>   Robin Hood and the Sorcerer (with Michael Praed as Robin)
>   Robin Hood and the Swords of Wayland (again with Michael Praed)
>   Herne's Son (with Jason Connery - yes, Sean Connery's son, as Robin)
>   Time of the Wolf (again with Jason Connery)

These are the four 2-hour episodes, and as far as I know the only ones
available on home video.

On US television, the show went through at least three runs on Showtime,
the most recent being this past Spring, and also showed up on one local
independent station in the Boston area. It seems as if it's also appeared
under different titles. The original title is apparently (at least it's
listed as such in THE ITV ENCYCLOPEDIA OF ADVENTURE) ROBIN OF SHERWOOD.  On
Showtime, it's titled simply ROBIN HOOD. On the Boston independent, I
believe (I never watched it on this station) it was called THE LEGEND OF
ROBIN HOOD (or maybe THE ADVENTURES OF...)

>Any news would be greatly appreciated.  I want to watch more.

There were plans for a feature-length film, but it seems to have been
stillborn. A few interesting people popped up as guest-stars. Richard
O'Brien (creator of THE ROCKY HORROR SHOW) shows up in three episodes as
the sorcerer Gunar. Matt (Max Headroom) Frewer appears in one, and John
Rhys-Davies (Sallah, from the Indiana Jones films) in one.

The full list of episodes is as follows:

(First Season)

1    Robin Hood & the Sorcerer
2    The Witch of Elsdon
3    Seven Poor Knights from Acre
4    Alan A Dale
5    Richard the Lionhearted  [a.k.a. The King's Fool]

(Second Season)

6    The Prophecy
7    The Children of Israel
8    Lord of the Trees
9    The Enchantment
10   The Swords of Wayland
11   The Greatest Enemy

(Third Season)

12   Herne's Son  [Part 1]
13                [Part 2]
14   The Power of Albion
15   The Inheritance            (*)
16   The Cross of St. Ciricus
17   The Sheriff of Nottingham  (*)
18   Cromm Cruac                (*)
19   The Betrayal              (**)
20   Adam Bell                  (*)
21   The Pretender              (*)
22   Rutterkin
23   The Time of the Wolf  [Part 1]
24                         [Part 2]

All were written by series creator Richard Carpenter except (*) written by
Anthony Horowitz and (**) by Andrew McCulloch & John Flanagan.

 --- jayembee (Jerry Boyajian)
UUCP:	...!decwrl!ruby.enet.dec.com!boyajian
ARPA:	boyajian%ruby.DEC@DECWRL.DEC.COM
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Date: 28 Sep 90 04:41:00 GMT
From: RDBROWN@ualr.bitnet
Subject: Science Fiction Channel

I'd like to approach our local cable company regarding the possibility of
getting the Sci-Fi Channel as part of our basic service.

I anticipate this will be a difficult undertaking at best, because this
area of the country is not traditionally known as a haven of science
fiction fandom.

Could somebody email the address (street and/or p. o. box) and the
telephone number of this company's offices? If you might know the names of
company reps that handle new accounts it would be helpful to have them as
well.

Any suggestions for tactics that could be used to help in getting the
channel's services here would certainly be appreciated.

Thanks in advance.

Robert Brown
RDBROWN@UALR.BITNET

------------------------------

Date: Wed, 3 Oct 90 08:00:52 EDT
From: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu (SF-LOVERS)
Subject: SPOILER WARNING

****WARNING****

The following messages feature a discussion of the season premier of "Star
Trek: The Next Generation."  Some of the material and comments presented in
this discussion may give away key elements of the plot. Those of you that
have not yet seen the episode, may want to skip these messages.

Saul Jaffe
Moderator SF-LOVERS Digest
sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu

------------------------------

Date: 30 Sep 90 05:32:22 GMT
From: PUGH%CCV.MFENET@ccc.nersc.gov
Subject: Star Trek: The Next Generation

OK, so I liked it and I'm not ashamed.  I think that I am going to like the
new season.  The big question in my mind is: Did Q draw the Borg's
attention to the Federation, or did he do them a service by warning them?

Jon

------------------------------

Date: 1 Oct 90 13:17:15 GMT
From: mwhite@byson.mitre.org (Mike White)
Subject: Star Trek: The Next Generation season premier

Aaaaarrrrrrrrgggggghhhh!

When I was 17 I had the hots for a cheerleader named Leslie.  She was a
real knockout, and at the center of the in-crowd.  While I'm sure she
considered me a nerd-troll not worthy of her regard, she found some
perverse joy in tormenting me.  She went out with me just enough to keep me
forever on the hook, but mostly treated me very badly.  I knew that I was a
terrific guy who could really appreciate her, and who deserved much better,
but Leslie never figured that out.  I was reminded of Leslie while watching
the season opener on ST:TNG.

I want to like ST:TNG.  I want it to succeed; it can be so much better than
it is.  But, like Leslie, they keep underestimating me.

After waiting all summer to find out what happened when they zapped the
Borg ship with the one-shot, all-or-nothing, do-or-die super-dooper-phaser,
the bloody thing turns out to be a dud!  And then, why, they just kicked
the ole' warp reactor core in the slats, and that little puppy just turned
right over and away they went at Warp 17.  And then, against all odds, they
beamed back into the Borg ship again, not once but twice (at least, I may
have lost count), but it STILL never occurred to them to beam a metric ton
of antimatter over!

I did sort of like the way Data hacked his way into the Borg net through
Picard, but then, after all they had tried, they end up blowing up the Borg
ship By Accident! when Data tripped over the self-destruct circuits; he
didn't even know he did it till Shelby looks around the Borg ship, and out
of the blue says something like "looks like she's gonna blow!".  And then,
after she had bulled her way into the first officer billet, Shelby simply
slinks away, Picard carries on like nothing has happened, and Riker, now at
the rank of Captain, is still sitting on his ass as first officer!  Nothing
was resolved, nothing was explained, they just ended the story.  Argh!

I hope that some of these plot questions will be resolved in future
episodes.  I'll keep watching, just as I always went out with Leslie
anytime she would go with me.  But if they're not going to play fair and
answer the questions they raise, then they shouldn't raise them; like
Leslie, they just don't get it - I'm smart enough to care.

------------------------------

Date: 1 Oct 90 15:21:34 GMT
From: rtravsky@outlaw.uwyo.edu (Richard W Travsky)
Subject: Borg Resolution

I was quite pleased with ST:TNG's resolution of the Borg crisis.  Tasteful
too (I was wondering how they were going to weasel out of this one).
 
I'm certainly glad the Borg were beaten (for the time being).  After the
wiping out of the Federation fleet at Wolfe's Point, I had momentary
visions of next week's episode starting out as "Fleeing the Borg tyranny, a
lone star ship leads a ragtag fleet...".
 
Richard Travsky
Division of Information Technology     
University of Wyoming
Bitnet: RTRAVSKY@UWYO
Internet: RTRAVSKY@CORRAL.UWYO.EDU

------------------------------

Date: 1 Oct 90 16:04:34 GMT
From: jmann@angmar.sw.stratus.com (Jim Mann)
Subject: Re: Borg Resolution

rtravsky@OUTLAW.UWYO.EDU (Richard W Travsky) writes:
>I was quite pleased with ST:TNG's resolution of the Borg crisis.  Tasteful
>too (I was wondering how they were going to weasel out of this one).

I thought it was very disappointing.  After waiting all summer for a
resolution, we got one that relied on the Borg acting stupid, and several
other non-sensical things.

(They can't disconnect Picard because each part is essential somehow. Yet,
every time the humans get on the Borg ship, the Borg stand there for target
practice, blundering slowly toward the humans like something out of a bad
1950s monster movie.)
           
Jim Mann
Stratus Computer
jmann@es.stratus.com

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Date: 1 Oct 90 15:20:14 GMT
From: hennebry@plains.nodak.edu (Michael J. Hennebry)
Subject: Re: Tales of the Godswords.

sksircar@phoenix.Princeton.EDU (Subrata Sircar) writes:
>1.  Shieldbreaker cannot be trusted because it is now the vehicle for what
>is left of a God - namely, Vulcan.  

All that is left of Vulcan is his fingerprints. The 'surviving' Swords
continue to exist and function despite the un-creation of the Gods.

>...It absorbed most of his godhead in the Third Book of Swords.

I'm not sure what you mean here. Shieldbreaker caused Vulcan to lose a
fight.

>...Hence the original Shieldbreaker would probably be able to shatter its
>human-created opposite (leaving aside the issue of whether a human created
>Sword can match a God's handiwork.)

I'm not so sure about that. Even if true, the contradiction would still
arise if two human made duplicates met in opposition.

>2.  Most of these are not really issues.  If you throw Farslayer at
>someone with Woundhealer stuck in them, one of two things will happen:
>
>a) Woundhealer can resurrect the dead.  Farslayer kills the victim, who is
>then resurrected by Woundhealer.  Remember, once Farslayer strikes, it's
>magic is stopped until the next invocation.  It's just a finely-wrought
>blade after it's been thrown.

It's already established the Woundhealer cannot resurrect the dead. It's
also established that Wouldhealer can prevent otherwise fatal injuries from
being fatal. This would make Farslayer untrustworthy.

>b) Woundhealer's powers end with resurrection; can't bring back the dead.
>Farslayer kills the person, who stays dead (since Farslayer's purpose
>doesn't conflict with Woundhealer's anymore.)

This would make Woundhealer untrustworthy since one of its powers is to
*prevent* death.

The correct answer is c) they don't meet in opposition.

>3.  Townsaver and Woundhealer interact similarly - except Townsaver may
>not necessarily kill.  Woundhealer will heal any damage inflicted by
>Townsaver (although not necessarily instantly, as with Jord's arm) up to
>death, where we look to 2)

I oopsed here. Townsaver could just cut the arms and legs off the attacker.
They would grow back.

>4.  Doomgiver is more problematical.  Doomgive dispenses Justice; 

Don't take the Sword of Justice's name too literally. If it dispensed a
God's idea of Justice, it would not have aided a mortal against a God.

>acheive their purpose.  Doomgiver's power (at least as far as I can tell)
>is not strictly turnabout; that was simply the just outcome for Aphrodite.

I think that it is. I'm not aware of any clues to the contrary, except the
one involving Shieldbreaker.

>5.  I think we're thinking about something that wasn't meant to be deeply
>thought about.  :<)

Yup.

Mike
hennebry@plains.NoDak.edu      

------------------------------

Date: 1 Oct 90 15:25:20 GMT
From: hennebry@plains.nodak.edu (Michael J. Hennebry)
Subject: Re: Tales of the Godswords. (SPOILERS)

throopw@sheol.UUCP (Wayne Throop) writes:
>discussion, and it is worth noting) that Shieldbreaker's segment of the
>Song of the Swords explicitly claims that it has the power to destroy the
>other Swords (or at least, the capitalization of the word "Swords"

Definitely worth noting. Destroying is not the same as defeating, however.
An unwielded Sword that is destroyed has not been defeated. Even if
Shieldbreaker can destroy a wielded Sword, this should not happen when it
would defeat the power of the other Sword.

Mike
hennebry@plains.NoDak.edu      

------------------------------

Date: 1 Oct 90 15:34:37 GMT
From: hennebry@plains.nodak.edu (Michael J. Hennebry)
Subject: Re: Tales of the Godswords. (SPOILERS)

ap1i+@andrew.cmu.edu (Andrew C. Plotkin) writes:
>It's possible that making a Sword requires a God. The originals did. 

It's not been made clear that the originals *required* a God.

>   This, however, gets tangled in the fact that at the end of the trilogy,
>the Swords were more powerful than the gods. I've always felt that the
>Swords' power was based in human belief - the same power that caused the
>appearance of the Greek pantheon. When Vulcan made them, he was using his
>deific power as Smith; but he gave that away, along with the rest of the
>gods' power, when he gave the Swords to the mortals.

>To make new Swords, I think, would require the same deific level of power;
>and there are no powers left whose attributes are Forging or
>Tool-creation.

Apparently the Gods got their existence and power from human belief.  Even
if the original Swords required deific power, it's not obvious that making
more would now require deific power. Human belief that the precise recipe,
not the cook, is what determines how the meal or the sword comes out should
be enough. Human belief after all is where Vulcan got his power.

Mike
hennebry@plains.NoDak.edu      
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Date: 1 Oct 90 17:38:21 GMT
From: rolf@sparc1.isgs.uiuc.edu (Rolf Wilson)
Subject: Re: Tales of the Godswords. (SPOILERS)

   My own reading of the Books of Swords led me to believe that other
swords could yet be made. I agree that the power of the swords comes from
the belief of humans. When the Swords were so prominently used in the great
battle, the Swords became the most visible manifestation of the power that
humans accorded to gods. The Swords themselves now were directly objects of
human belief, and the gods disappeared, one by one as belief in them faded.
Except for one. The third Book of Swords ends with a weakened and crippled
Vulcan seemingly dying. I feel that if you believe in the Swords, you MUST
believe in Vulcan! He could still be alive. Could Vulcan again reappear to
forge/reforge Swords? Could be.

Rolf Wilson
Illinois State Geological Survey
rolf@sparc1.isgs.uiuc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 1 Oct 90 19:39:23 GMT
From: raleff@jhunix.hcf.jhu.edu (Raleff the Wanderer)
Subject: Re: Tales of the Godswords. (SPOILERS)

ars3_cif@uhura.cc.rochester.edu (Aaron Sher) writes:
>Remember, Townsaver's power is to kill anything that comes near (when its
>wielder is protecting noncombatants), and (secondary) not to allow its
>wielder to die while in battle.

   Not exactly correct.  Townsaver's powers were never explicitly stated,
but it seemed that it would maintain a defense for as long as necessary,
regardless of whether or not its wielder was dead or not.  All we knew is
that Mark's brother(? it's been a while.) was dead after the battle was
over.  We don't know if he was still alive during the entire fight.
Although I don't claim this to be accurate, it's been a good long time
since I read the First Book.

>Shieldbreaker's primary power is to protect its wielder from absolutely
>anything at all, and (secondary) to kill anything that attacks.  So we
>have a clash of primary powers, which

   Ah, but this is totally wrong.  Shieldbreaker's power is to enable the
wielder to defeat any attack from a weapon (magic or otherwise).  An
unarmed foe, the wielder must meet with only his own swordsmanship.  It's
ability to defeat the foe is by destroying or nulling the attacking weapon,
not by killing the foe.
   So, Shieldbreaker should have destroyed Townsaver.  There is no conflict
whatsoever.  The only swords which have a chance against Shieldbreaker are
Doomgiver (but that is being discussed) and Coinspinner (as has been shown
by its teleporting away).  Although, rationally, Doomgiver's magic power
when used against Shieldbreaker should have been nulled by Shieldbreaker
thus making it susceptible to SB's power.

raleff@jhunix.hcf.jhu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 1 Oct 90 19:51:31 GMT
From: ars3_cif@uhura.cc.rochester.edu (Aaron Sher)
Subject: Re: Tales of the Godswords. (SPOILERS)

Somebody suggested that if human blood is required, people be basically
hired to give up whatever blood, limbs, etc was needed.  I sort of had the
impression that what was actually needed was human pain and suffering, not
just the physical blood.  The blood was just the symbol.  Death was also
needed (remember there were a whole bunch of people up there, and Jord was
just the only one that survived); how are you going to get that?  Condemned
prisoners, maybe.  The fear and suffering would be harder though...  if you
pay them enough to make it worth their while, they aren't going to suffer
as much.

------------------------------

Date: 1 Oct 90 20:12:59 GMT
From: ars3_cif@uhura.cc.rochester.edu (Aaron Sher)
Subject: Re: Tales of the Godswords. (SPOILERS)

raleff@jhunix.UUCP (Raleff the Wanderer) writes:
>Not exactly correct.  Townsaver's powers were never explicitly stated, but
>it seemed that it would maintain a defense for as long as necessary,
>regardless of whether or not its wielder was dead or not.  All we knew is
>that Mark's brother(? it's been a while.) was dead after the battle was
>over.  We don't know if he was still alive during the entire fight.
>Although I don't claim this to be accurate, it's been a good long time
>since I read the First Book.

They were.  In the first book somewhere, somebody (maybe Dame Yalda or
whatever the sorceress's name was) said that Townsaver would not allow you
to die while you were still fighting.  It would not protect you from
wounds, and would not keep you from keeling over instantly after the
battle, but you could not die while wielding it to protect noncombatants.

>>Shieldbreaker's primary power is to protect its weilder from absolutely
>>anything at all, and (secondary) to kill anything that attacks.  So we
>>have a clash of primary powers, which
>
>Ah, but this is totally wrong.  Shieldbreaker's power is to enable the
>wielder to defeat any attack from a weapon (magic or otherwise).  An
>unarmed foe, the wielder must meet with only his own swordsmanship.  It's
>ability to defeat the foe is by destroying or nulling the attacking
>weapon, not by killing the foe.

This is a problem of interpretation.  Do you have any evidence to support
your view?  I was picturing that SB fights only when attacked with a weapon
(which it protects you against), but note that even after it destroys
somebody's weapon, it still comes back and kills them.  If it were ONLY
defeating their weapon, it would instantly destroy their weapon and then
ignore them entirely.  I'm thinking of the battle where Sir Andrew killed
basically two entire armies (his own and the other guy's) with
Shieldbreaker.  The book described in great detail how the Sword smashes
their weapons, then removes the closest part, and continues to maintain the
wall as they advance.  If the wielder of the weapon is not within reach
(i.e. archers, Farslayer, whatever) it destroys the weapon and stops there.
Flinging Farslayer at somebody wielding SB would be a quick end for FS.

>So, Shieldbreaker should have destroyed Townsaver.  There is no conflict
>whatsoever.  The only swords which have a chance against Shieldbreaker

I agree, SB would destroy TS.  TS's purpose is to kill enemies, while SB's
primary purpose is to guard it's wielder.  TS therefore cannot kill SB's
wielder, but SB attacks TS itself (which has no power making it
invulnerable to this kind of thing, unlike SB) and destroys it.  Then TS's
wielder can be killed.

>are Doomgiver (but that is being discussed) and Coinspinner (as has been
>shown by its teleporting away).  Although, rationally, Doomgiver's magic
>power when used against Shieldbreaker should have been nulled by
>Shieldbreaker thus making it susceptable to SB's power.

Does SB actually protect *itself* from everything, or just its wielder?
DG's power would certainly not work on SB's wielder, but what about the
sword itself?  I could see DG reflecting SB's power on itself and
destroying it, or both Swords being destroyed if this was the case.

------------------------------

Date: 1 Oct 90 22:31:05 GMT
From: lev0@ellis.uchicago.edu (Ron Levy (Armchair))
Subject: Re: Tales of the Godswords. (SPOILERS)

>Ah, but this is totally wrong.  Shieldbreaker's power is to enable the
>wielder to defeat any attack from a weapon (magic or otherwise).  An
>unarmed foe, the wielder must meet with only his own swordsmanship.  It's
>ability to defeat the foe is by destroying or nulling the attacking
>weapon, not by killing the foe.

   Not quite.  Against an unarmed foe, Shieldbreaker is WORSE than useless,
as you enter battle with it, Shieldbreaker refuses to let you drop it, and
you cannot wound the unarmed foe with it.

   I don't really understand why Woundhealer and Townsaver conflict;
Woundhealer heals wounds and changes hearts, Townsaver should let anyone
carrying Woundhealer right past, to help out.

   Other things: the traditional ways of affecting people who can't be
affected, is to affect them indirectly.  A poor example of this is
Stonecutter against Shieldbreaker, to attack head on would be pointless for
Stonecutter, but one might easily topple a wall onto the holder of
Shieldbreaker (slowing him down for a few moments).  A better example is
the Mindsword; the Mindsword won't let you take over the wielder of
Shieldbreaker, but can you force the other people you are controlling to
drop their weapons and attack Shieldbreaker?  Would that make those unarmed
people weapons, then, and subject to Shieldbreaker?

   Since everyone's having so much fun with this thread, I'll ask a few
more amusing questions for everyone's opinion.  I could be wrong, but so
far, no one has ever yet managed to do more than draw Soulcutter.  What
would happen if someone actually got stabbed with it?  No doubt, no
physical wound would exist, but could one heal the spiritual wound
Soulcutter made with Woundhealer?  In my opinion, likely so.

   Must Farslayer be used on something alive, that has a heart?  Could one
use it to destroy another Sword, say, Soulcutter, for example?

   Sightblinder hides you from the Mindsword as long as you don't get too
close, would it do as well against Soulcutter?
 
   Someone posted on this topic, but I wasn't convinced; if you were
holding Sightblinder and someone tossed Farslayer at you, could it find
you?  Would it just hover until you foolishly put Sightblinder down or
sheathed it?

   It's hard to ask a question about Coinspinner, because it's actions are
so incredibly vague.  There's always a good way to use Coinspinner, but you
always have to be careful with it.  Wayfinder is similar; you just ask it
which would be the best direction to go to, say, maximize your chances of
survival (away from Shieldbreaker) or give you the best chance of
completing whatever objective you have next.

   Here's a really stupid one; say Farslayer couldn't find someone carrying
Sightblinder, would it be able to do so if you tied Wayfinder to it?  Can
Wayfinder find someone holding Sightblinder?

   More ignorant questions; now about fighting Florentine.  If Wayfinder
isn't good enough to defeat Sightblinder, what about Wayfinder and
Coinspinner?
   Without Shieldbreaker, how in the heck do you do ANYTHING to someone
holding Sightblinder and Coinspinner?  You'd have to do it by random
chance, and that's all in HIS favor, not yours.
   Could someone wield both the Mindsword and Soulcutter at once, using the
Mindsword to bolster his will sufficiently?  How about Woundhealer and
Soulcutter, healing one's soul as one deals out soul-carvings?  Doomgiver
and Soulcutter?
   What would happen if you tied Soulcutter to Farslayer?  Would you slay
both the body AND the spirit?  Talk about terminating with extreme
prejuidice.
   Again, if you can slay things with Farslayer as well as people, could
you tie Stonecutter to Farslayer and destroy an entire fortress/walled
city?
   Without Shieldbreaker or Doomgiver, what can you do to the
Sightblinder/Mindsword combination?  Together, they heterodyne.  I'd use
Farslayer, myself, and not care about seeing no triumph in the end.  Could
someone with Sightblinder/Mindsword defeat Soulcutter?  What about
Sightblinder/Mindsword against Soulcutter/Coinspinner?  The first would
likely drop a sword by mistake, and it would be all over.
     
Enough silly questions for one day, let's have some fun with them.  And as
Donna Barr says, "Anyone who takes this seriously, deserves to."

lev0@midway.uchicago.edu

------------------------------

From: RMARTIN@utcvm.bitnet (Drew Martin)
Date: 2 Oct 90 02:40:55 GMT
Subject: Shieldbreaker... the SuperSword?

   In the Fifth Book of Lost Swords, Wood gambles against a man who has
Coinspinner.  The first time, Wood loses, the second time he wins.  Wood
bet some fabulous jewels against Coinspinner, and Coinspinner's wielder
didn't think he could lose.
   I think so too, Coinspinner *can* attack someone, by having them
"unluckily" tripping and bashing their heads, or causing rockslides.
Shieldbreaker would stop the tripping bit, but not the rockslide (it would
be able to shatter the boulders or some such, but not prevent the slide).
Coinspinner, wasn't attacking Wood, it was "attacking" the dice only.
Shieldbreaker should stop or destroy anything that is used against the
"wielder".  If Coinspinner tired to effect dice in Wood's hand, that'd be a
different matter, but once it leaves him Shieldbreaker shouldn't do a
thing.

Richard Andrew(Drew) Martin

------------------------------
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Date: 6 Oct 90 05:15:33 GMT
From: kanders@ncis.tis.llnl.gov (Kevin J. Anderson)
Subject: writing the gamearth trilogy/Signet Books

WRITING THE "GAMEARTH" TRILOGY
Kevin J. Anderson

GAMEARTH (Signet Books, 1989) 
GAMEPLAY (Signet Books, 1989) 
GAME'S END (ROC Books [Signet's new imprint], 1990) 

You don't want to get stuck in a rut.

My first novel, Resurrection, Inc., was a cross between Gothic horror,
murder mystery, and hard science fiction.  It was a type of story I hadn't
seen before, and it ended up on the final ballot for the Bram Stoker Award
for excellence in the first novel category.

Many new authors write a good first novel, and then decide to write a
sequel or - shudder! - a series, without trying to show anybody that they
can do anything else.  That's not for me.  After Resurrection, Inc. I
decided I wanted to do something comepletely different, something that
would challenge me to show a different set of my writing skills.  It may
sound rather odd that I chose to do a fantasy trilogy, since I myself was
rather tired of the genre.  Oh, I used to read stacks and stacks of the
books, but they started to become repetitive.  The worst offenders seemed
to be game-oriented fantasy, where all too frequently I've found that
gimmicks overwhelmed the story.

Instead of bowing to the tradition of writing bland game fantasy, I decided
to offer myself a true challenge: to do something different with a fantasy
trilogy, stir up the pot a little bit.  I felt it was time to break a few
rules, because fantasy authors had taken the easy road too many times.

Virtually every example of role-playing-game fantasy centered around
teenaged gamers swept into their own created world where they experience
all the adventures that their imaginary characters would have undertaken.
I decided to turn this idea on its head, to go inside the game first, where
the characters know they are being manipulated by outside entities, the
Players, who have chosen to stop playing the game because they have grown
bored with it.  The very existence of the fantasy characters then depends
on finding ways to keep the game going, to reach out and manipulate the
outside world through their magic, all the while fighting the perils that
the Players continue to throw at them.

Oh sure, I had to keep the quests and dragons and ogres and swordfights -
some things you just can't do away with.  But to this milieu I added
steam-engine cars, hot-air balloons, the Nautilus submarine, even a
Victorian-style atomic bomb.

Instead of taking the game backdrop for granted as an extraneous detail, I
brought it fully to the foreground.  I made my characters live on a flat
world - the game board, where terrain occurs in discrete hexagonal-shaped
areas, just like on an RPG map.  The characters and their actions are
governed by a set of implacable Rules, which everyone knows and follows by
instinct.  This set of Rules provides an unusual magic system: the
Sorcerers are limited in the number of spells they can cast in any day, yet
at midnight their repertoire magically renews itself; traveling companions
may move only a specific number of hexagonal pieces of terrain per day, and
not an inch more no matter how hard and fast they travel.

I've heard one other fantasy author claim that the reason to do a trilogy
is so you have two more books to fix everything that gets screwed up in the
first novel!  In Gamearth, Gameplay, and Game's End, though, the trilogy is
no accident.  I had always intended it to be a three-book story, with a
beginning, middle, and end.  (So that means I'm going to do another unusual
thing in fantasy fiction - to finish a trilogy after only three books,
rather than to continue the story ad nauseum!)

Many trilogies suffer a slump in the second novel, the dreaded "middle book
in the trilogy" disease; I took a different tack in designing my Gamearth
trilogy.  I think each book builds bigger than the previous one.  The
first, Gamearth, establishes the background world, introduces the
characters, and sets up the major conflicts.  Gameplay is even better,
taking what has already been established, making things worse and more
complicated.  Game's End is the best of the three, a cap on the story,
tying together all the plot threads and all the characters.

In fact, to make certain that I tied everything up, I went back and reread
the first two novels, trying to find anything that had not been resolved.
I asked other readers what they were most curious about, what characters
they would like to see again.  Personally, I wanted to finish everything,
because I sincerely intend for Game's End to be the end.

I like these books.  They're fun.  They're interesting.  They're packed
with all the new ideas I could wring out of the fantasy situation but, I
have spent years with these characters, this conflict.  In manuscript it
has been about 1200 pages with these same people in the same world.  Now,
no matter how much I liked them in the first place, there comes a time when
a writer wants to move on to something else.

So now that I've finished my fantasy trilogy, I will be turning in
different directions entirely.  In November, my largest book yet -
Lifeline, coauthored with Doug Beason, will be published from Bantam.  This
is a hard-SF technothriller, a cross between Arthur C. Clarke and Tom
Clancy.  Instead of dragons and magic, this time we have space stations and
political intrigue.

I have also written two novels with Kristine Kathryn Rusch - Afterimage and
Aftershock, which are very intense dark fantasy/mysteries, with shape
changers and serial killers in the Santa Cruz redwoods; the books will be
published from New American Library in early 1992.

I have many other projects on the burner, because to keep my own interests,
I have to continue to challenge myself.  I recently finished second big
novel with Doug Beason, also for Bantam, a time-travel thriller set in the
Manhattan Project of World War II.  I am currently developing a military
space adventure.  I am proposing a sequel to Resurrection, Inc.

As readers get to know my work, I want them always to expect one thing -
something they haven't seen from me before.

------------------------------

Date: 5 Oct 90 14:28:16 GMT
From: svissag@hubcap.clemson.edu (Steve L Vissage II)
Subject: MYTH Inc. In Action, by Asprin (No spoilers)

I just read the latest installment in the MYTH series, and I think the
magic is back.  This one is MUCH funnier than the last 3, though still not
quite reaching the level of the first four.

Just thought I'd drop a line to any MYTH fans out there who were worried
this one might be more garbage.  Sorry I don't have time to do a full
review.
  
Only two complaints:
  1) The end was a bit of a cop-out, but since this is a comedy, anything
     else would probably have ruined the mood.  (In other words, I'm not
     complaining too much.)
  2) I'm getting sick of books that don't last more than one
     afternoon!!!!!!!!!
  
By the way, the book has a picture of Asprin in the back.  He looks a lot
goofier than I thought he would.

Steve L Vissage II 

------------------------------

Date: 6 Oct 90 17:18:11 GMT
From: JCT110@psuvm.psu.edu
Subject: Re: MYTH Inc. In Action, by Asprin (No spoilers)

I enjoyed the book as well, but not as much as others in the series.  I
would have liked Asprin to shift the narration around more, as he did in
MYTH Inc. Link.  I can't wait for Sweet Mythery of Life.  That one has
trouble written ALL over it.

Unfortunately, we will probably have to wait longer than expected,
because...

------------------------------

Date: 6 Oct 90 01:30:51 GMT
From: v133q3xc@ubvmsd.cc.buffalo.edu (Jeffrey J Miller)
Subject: New A.A. Attanasio (sp?) book?

Has anyone read the new A.A. Attanasio book?  I forget the title. It's about
the resurrection of the human race 7 billion years hence. The only other
book I heard of by him (her?) is _Radix_.  Is it any good? Or is it total
garbage?

Jeffrey J. Miller
State University of NY at Buffalo
West Seneca, NY
Amherst, NY

------------------------------

Date: 3 Oct 90 23:32:43 GMT
From: CTEAGUE@uvmvm.bitnet (cynthia teague)
Subject: Re: SF-LOVERS Digest   V15 #344

Mike Whitaker writes that he wished he had read Emma Bull's *War of the
Oaks* before Gael Baudino's *Gossamer Axe* since he liked *Gossamer Axe*
better and thought he would have liked *War of the Oaks* better if he
didn't have *Gossamer Axe* to compare it to (I hope I've got that right!).

I read (thanks to the enthusiastic recommendations on this list) both of
the books, but in the reverse order, and found myself wishing that I had
read *Gossamer Axe* first, since it was a good book but *War of the Oaks*
was so much better and therefore *Gossamer Axe* didn't really have a
chance.  Now I wonder if I would have liked Baudino's book better if I had
read it first!

Does anyone know if Emma Bull has written other books and whether they're
in print?

Cynthia Teague
cteague@uvmvm

------------------------------

Date: 4 Oct 90 13:53:00 GMT
From: SAUNDRSG@qucdn.queensu.ca (Graydon)
Subject: Similarities between War for the Oaks, Gossamer Axe

Someone posted that they wished they'd read Oaks before Axe, because they
felt that Axe was definitive enough of the plot line (musical duel between
female rocker + band and faeries/Sidhe/elves/etc.) that it detracted from
Oak.

I have very much the opposite view of the quality of the books; Axe is
good, verging on very good, but the protagonist is only occasionally mildly
troubled by doubts; yes, there are protrayed emotional troubles but these
are stated flatly as existing, and the mood creation suffers as a result.

Oaks doesn't *tell* you very much about how people are feeling, and the
narrator isn't omniscient, so all we know is what Eddie does, and have to
figure out what's going on the same way we have to figure out what our
friends are doing, by staying awake.  I *much* prefer this approach to
writing; I find Eddie much more plausible than the protagonist of Axe
(whose name I purely can't remember which may be evidence for my point).

------------------------------

Date: 5 Oct 90 16:06:57 GMT
From: dean@ns.network.com (Dean C. Gahlon)
Subject: Re: Emma Bull

CTEAGUE@uvmvm.BITNET (Cynthia Teague) writes:
>Does anyone know if Emma Bull has written other books and whether
>they're in print?

   As far as I know, _War_For_The_Oaks_ is the only book-length fiction
that Emma's written that's been published.  However, she and her husband,
Will Shetterly, are the editors for the Liavek series (which is now up to,
I believe, 4 books).

Dean C. Gahlon
dean@ns.network.com

------------------------------

Date: 5 Oct 90 16:50:43 GMT
From: chuq@apple.com (The Wandering Phew)
Subject: Re: Emma Bull

dean@ns.network.com (Dean C. Gahlon) writes:
>CTEAGUE@uvmvm.BITNET (Cynthia Teague) writes:
>>Does anyone know if Emma Bull has written other books and whether they're
>>in print?
>
>As far as I know, _War_For_The_Oaks_ is the only book-length fiction that
>Emma's written that's been published.

You missed FALCON, also Ace books.

Chuq Von Rospach
chuq@apple.com

------------------------------

Date: 30 Sep 90 19:20:13 GMT
From: ST401844@brownvm.brown.edu (Stewart Crall)
Subject: Are these worth getting?

I went to a bookstore the other day and saw several books that interested
me, but I did not wish to spend as much money as they were asking for books
I was not sure I would enjoy.

The first was a collaboration of Zelazny and Saberhagen.  I have never read
their last collaboration, although I own it, because I have become
disillusioned with their latest books.  I only read maybe 20 pages of the
last Zelazny Amber book when I suddenly realized that I wasn't interested,
because it had been too long since I had read the previous book, so I
stopped reading.  And I have read 2 of the Lost Swords books of Saberhagen
but I haven't read the next one, although I do own it, because I had had to
push myself through the previous 2.  Also, Berzerker's Planet was such a
bad book that I am afraid to pick up Saberhagen books anymore.  So I would
like to know if this book is worth getting, although I have pretty much
talked myself out of it unless I see it in the library.

The second is the new Frankowski Conrad book.  I found the last 2 books in
this series to be very fluffy with lots of pages which I only read key
words of because the content was so small as to not be worth actually
reading.  I do not think that Frankowski is John Norman, but the
possibility exists.  It seemed to me that Frankowski can write a fairly
good book, if he takes the time, but that some of his books were hurried.
Since this book is a continuation of a series which he had supposedly
already ended, he might have taken the time to plot out a good book.  Has
anyone tried it to see?

The third was a Pournelle Falkenberg book.  It said that portions of the
book were taken from the previous 2 Falkenberg books, the Mercenary and
West of Honor.  But the book is short enough so that it can't be more than
a concatenation of the 2 with no new writing, although it does not say this
anywhere; the copyright just gives 1990 (I think, but I am not sure of
this).  Since I have both of the previous books, I do not think this is
worth my buying.

So here is my question.  Zelazny and Pournelle have written great books,
and Frankowski and Saberhagen have written adequate books, but none of
these people have written their best stuff in the last 10 years (except
Frankowski who seems to be on the same downward slide as the others).  Are
any of these books worth getting? (In the case of Pournelle's book I want
to know if 100+ pages are new material and whether any such new material is
good.)

------------------------------

Date: 1 Oct 90 04:13:50 GMT
From: rhanschk@uhasun.hartford.edu (Ruth Hanschka)
Subject: re:Are These Worth Getting

   The only collaboration between Zelazney and Saberhagen that I know of is
_Coils_.  It came out in trade paperback around 1982, I think.  It's pretty
good, and might be of interest to those cyberpunkers out there.  The
protagonist is able to connect his mind to computers, and calls it
"coiling", hence the title.  If it's in paperback, get it.  If not, get it
used.

Ruth

------------------------------

Date: 1 Oct 90 22:24:09 GMT
From: craigg@hpwrce.hp.com
Subject: Re: Fantasy detectives: do they exist?

It surprises me that the G.O.D. Inc. books by Jack Chalker have not been
mentioned here.

True, they are more Science Fiction than fantasy, but if you can get past
Chalker's fixation on Fat Lesbian women, they are some decent
reading.

------------------------------

Date: 2 Oct 90 05:52:00 GMT
From: CILIBERT@ctrvx1.vanderbilt.edu
Subject: faked moon trip

I read a short story years ago, about the first voyage to the dark side of
the moon.  The tension was built up as the astronauts near the `edge',
beyond which lay the unknown.  Then, just as they crossed to the darkside,
they caught a glimpse of wooden struts supporting a huge, billboard-style
moon.  They of course pass out (or somesuch) and are later assured that
this was merely a demo flight, and they weren't supposed to see the
Hollywood western-town reverse.

Now, I'm reasonably sure that Arthur C. Clarke wrote this story and that it
is in his collection, THE SENTINAL.  If so, what is this story's title?  If
not, who was it? (Asimov?)

Jon Ciliberto
CILIBERT@vuctrvax

------------------------------

Date: 3 Oct 90 05:11:55 GMT
From: ars3_cif@uhura.cc.rochester.edu (Aaron Sher)
Subject: Book Request

I post this on behalf of another:
   I'm looking for a book; I don't know the author or the title, all I know
is that it is the story of Count Dracula, but told from his point of view.
It makes him seem a lot nicer and more justified than the original.  Any
ideas?

------------------------------

From: CENG1641@ryerson.bitnet (Alex HAinsworth)
Subject: Request
Date: 4 Oct 90 00:10:10 GMT

I'm looking for a book, I can't remember the title, all that I can remember
was that it was about a Dr. Who and Star Trek crossover. If anyone has the
title and author...

Thanks.

Alexander I Hainsworth

------------------------------

Date: 3 Oct 90 15:20:25 GMT
From: sos@oz.plymouth.edu (Steffan O'Sullivan)
Subject: Time Travel Titles Wanted

I am compiling a list of books with Time Travel themes.  Please e-mail me
suggestions, and I will summarize.  If anyone has already done this, please
notify me and send the list!

Thanks,

Steffan O'Sullivan      
sos@oz.plymouth.edu

[Moderator's Note:  Please send all responses directly to the poster.]

------------------------------

Date: 6 Oct 90 17:10:24 GMT
From: dweingar@csserv1.ic.sunysb.edu (David Weingart)
Subject: Re: "BIMBOS OF THE DEATH SUN" <==> incompetent slop

I seem to recall reading a similar mystery a few years before BotDS came
out called _MurderCon_, which was actually pretty good.  Anyone read it
and/or remember the author?

David Weingart
dweingar@ic.sunysb.edu

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
***********************
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---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 4 Oct 90 19:20:09 GMT
From: gtenmc!ken@uunet.uu.net (Ken Swapp)
Subject: FANTASY: Raymond Feist's _Faerie Tale_

I recently read _Faerie Tale_ and I have been unable to resolve one of the
descriptions at the end of the book.  Hopefully someone out there can
confirm my suspicions, or point out how clumsily I read the book.

On page 430 in my paperback version, at the beginning of the third full
paragraph, Feist writes:

    Gloria looked at Phil, covered in grass and mud from his tussle with
  the Fool.

She then makes a comment to again show the reader how everybody's memory is
being altered.  The problem is, in my copy, Phil never even meets the Fool,
let alone 'tussles' with him.

What happened?!  I assume there was a plot change sometime before
publishing, but how can the author _and_ editor let this get through?  In
addition, the book states that not one word has been omitted from the
hardcover edition.  Wouldn't someone have caught it by the time the
paperback was printed?  Wouldn't it have then been worth the time to make
the change to that one line?

Or have I somehow skipped a few pages that I again didn't notice in
perusing it quickly while trying to resolve this problem?

Actually, I liked the story and definitely recommend it.  I enjoy reading
Feist.  In particular, I appreciate his ability to tell a story without
attempting to describe each hour of the characters' lives.  One fantasy
author I used to read seems to have made this a habit, perhaps to add more
volumes to his series.

Thanks for any help.

Ken Swapp
ken@gtenmc.UUCP

------------------------------

Date: 2 Oct 90 20:38:18 GMT
From: browns@iccgcc.decnet.ab.com (Stan Brown, Oak Road Systems)
Subject: Re: Are these worth getting?

Frankowwski's first, _The Cross-Time Engineeer_, was quite good IMO.
Conrad Stargard, a Pole, passes out drunk and wakes up in 12th-century
Poland.  By dint of technical knowledge he impresses the 12th-century Poles
enough that they start to adopt his views on social policy.  It's a good
read, though not great literature.

The next book (whosse title I forget) was not quite as good: sequels often
aren't.  The third and fourth were just plain boring.  By the fourth book,
I just skimmed because the story was so thin.  Altogether a waste of my
money.

My advice: buy (and read) _The Cross-Time Engineer.  Then go to the library
and look up "Frankowski, Leo" in the catalog and check out the other books,
but save your money.

Stan Brown
Oak Road Systems
Cleveland, Ohio, U.S.A.
(216) 371-0043
browns@iccgcc.decnet.ab.com

------------------------------

Date: 8 Oct 90 09:49:15 GMT
From: haste+@andrew.cmu.edu (Dani Zweig)
Subject: The Madness Season - CS Friedman

"The Madness Season" isn't as impressive a novel as Friedman's first book,
"In Conquest Born", but that leaves a good deal of room for it to be one of
the better science fiction books published this year.

As in her first book, she weaves together two complementary stories.  This
time, the protagonists are not representatives of two human societies.
They are two very different kinds of...vampires.  One of them fits some of
the stereotypes of the Terran vampire.  He has been lying *very* low since
the conquest of Earth, but now he is forced off-planet and for a vampire
that can be very awkward.  The other is of an alien species that only
*thinks* it has a physical existence.

The book is a page-turner, and I recommend it.  

I was disappointed with one aspect of the book, its "solution" to the
problem of the conquerors of the Earth.  I despise "magic bullet"
plotlines.  You know, the "it's utterly invulnerable except that if you
poke it in the belly button while not thinking of carrots it'll die" sort,
the "they're helpless against fire/radar waves/radioactivity/measles/
sitcoms" sort.  Friedman doesn't go quite that far, it is not clear what
the long-term effects of the solution will be or whether they will be
beneficial, but the answer is a bit too pat to be satisfying.

Three and a half stars on the old five-star scale.

Dani Zweig
haste+@andrew.cmu.edu 

------------------------------

Date: 3 Oct 90 23:55:01 GMT
From: AEGQC@CUNYVM (Audra G.)
Subject: Re: Master of Five Magics-Hardy

Agreed that _Master of the Five Magics_ was pretty awful.  I read it some
years ago, and I remember thinking that when a non-TSR book makes itself
sound like the mere retelling of somebody's standard, mix-and-match-the-
names-and-the-tech-levels AD&D game, it's not a good sign.  Not to add the
one- (or often non-) dimensional characterization, and (what actually
bothered me more) the complete lack of any sort of morality on the part of
the characters.  I can deal with characters who are immoral; William
Gibson's characters are a good case in point.  But in MotFM we have a hero
who has little moral problem with walking into a band of primitives and
killing a couple to show them who's boss, killing for the arbitrarily-
defined "good" side during the war at the beginning (okay, so the enemy is
demon-possessed; I can deal with him fighting against them but without ANY
regrets about the controlled troops?), and deciding not to take up an
offer of conquering the "good" kingdom, not because it's wrong, but
because he wouldn't want the worries that would come with kingship.  In
fantasy (or anything else), I expect to like, dislike, or at least see the
reasons for a character's behavior.  Here, I never had a reason to care,
one way or the other.
   But I will admit I liked the magic system.  Nothing else.  The joke
about Maxwell's demon was cute but rather useless, and as far as Alodar
being able to defeat the Big Bad Demon, once deprived of his own physical
senses, by imagining how he would be doing it, is a trick I wouldn't mind
learning.
   Overall, ugh.

------------------------------

Date: 5 Oct 90 16:09:06 GMT
From: ST401844@brownvm.brown.edu (Stewart Crall)
Subject: Hardy

Lyndon Hardy's "Master of 5 Magics" has been given some bad press recently,
which it may deserve.  But I thought it was one of the better
fantasy-science fiction books written this last decade.  Mainly this is
because it has very few pretenses of being a literary type of book.  It had
the standard storyline of a Kung-Fu movie where one guy was trampled on and
then learns Kung-Fu and finally beats everybody up.  The Kung-Fu of this
book is the magic system, which is very simple and well-described in
general terms, with the various types of magic; and troubles the hero has
in implementing the magic show that there is more to it than the simple
textbook outline.  Everything, including the characterizations, is kept
very simple.  Personally, I enjoyed the book very much, but because I read
Pratt's 'Well of the Unicorn' at the same time, I associate the 2 books
very closely, and I may be coloring Hardy's book with Pratt's descriptive
ability and characterizations.

------------------------------

Date: 4 Oct 90 23:45:15 GMT
From: ctkierstead@lion.waterloo.edu (Caroline Kierstead)
Subject: PC Hodgell

Does anyone have a definitive author's list of PC Hodgell's works,
especially her stories about Jaime?

I know she's got the following out :

    _Godstalk_
    _Dark_of_the_Moon_

and a short story in the anthology _Imaginary_Lands_ (I'm pretty sure
that's the title) edited by Robin McKinley.

Any info would be appreciated.

Caroline

------------------------------

Date: 5 Oct 90 14:57:30 GMT
From: v115p8d6@ubvmsb.cc.buffalo.edu (Quenby M Chunco)
Subject: P.C.Hodgell

YES YES YES!

Someone has heard of P.C. hodgell!

I own both Godstalk and Dark of the Moon - books I was only able to find in
a science fiction book shop, and though I know that there were supposed to
be more books continuing the series, I have not heard of any recent books
being published.

I too, would appreciate additional information on this author.

Q.M.C.

------------------------------

Date: 5 Oct 90 20:45:03 GMT
From: haste+@andrew.cmu.edu (Dani Zweig)
Subject: Re: P.C.Hodgell

The sequel to Godstalk and Dark of the Moon is in the process of being
written.  It currently exists in draft form.  The bad news is that so far
Hodgell's agent has been unable to find a publisher for it.

Dani Zweig
haste+@andrew.cmu.edu 

------------------------------

Date: 4 Oct 90 16:01:05 GMT
From: DSS1@utahlib.bitnet (Dave Sanderson)
Subject: Katherine Kurtz

   Hi,

   Several weeks ago, I believe someone mentioned that Katherine Kurtz's
new Deryni book was coming out in hardback.  I just wanted to confirm this
so that I don't miss it.

   I also wanted to give my recommendation for this series.  For those of
you who don't like long fantasy series, stay away.  For those who like
strong character development (I suffered right along with Duncan when he
was being tortured) and vivid descriptions of people and places (I cried to
"see" Duncan's suffering).  Katherine writes strong interwoven plots that
are convoluted enough to be fascinating but, are so clearly written that
they are easy to follow.  She knows how to peak your curiosity (I'm dying
to find out who that was that Kelson met at the end of "The Quest for Saint
Camber").

   I do have one complaint.  Anyone who has read all, or most, of the
Deryni books has to be sick of reading the detail of the magical
ceremonies.  Most of the ceremonies are conducted the same way and reading
the same thing book after book gets a little tiring.  I realize she puts
the full ceremony in every book for the new readers (and it is fascinating
to read the first time or two) but, it gets old after a few times.

   Despite this repetition (you can always just skim those bits) I would
rank Katherine as my favorite fantasy writer.

David R. Sanderson
Marriott Library, University of Utah
BITNET: DSS1@UTAHLIB

------------------------------

Date: 4 Oct 90 18:53:25 GMT
From: lim@freezer.it.udel.edu (Julie Lim)
Subject: Re: Katherine Kurtz

   WHEN is her new book coming out? This month? Before the end of this
year? What's its title? AAAAAUGHHHH!!!!
   About your comment on her repeated magic rituals - I have to disagree
about their boredom factor. Personally, I like authors who take a
systematic, kind of scientific approach to magic (governed by specific
laws, usable in a predictable, empirical fashion), so I say the more
clearly defined rituals, the better? And I don't think that she repeats the
same ones all that often; sure, she goes over the Wards Major casting in
detail toward the start of each book, but it isn't that strenuous to skim
over those passages if you're tired of them.  I do sometimes. But I
thoroughly enjoy it when she goes over new implications of existing
rituals, like in _Harrowing_ when she expanded "casting the circle" to
three dimensions.
   A list of her works-in-print posted earlier mentioned something called
the _Codex Derynianus_, which clearly *wasn't* the _Deryni Archives_.
Anyone know what/where the _Codex_ is?

------------------------------

Date: 4 Oct 90 22:25:57 GMT
From: 6600kntp@ucsbuxa.ucsb.edu (Kent Perrier)
Subject: Re: Katherine Kurtz

DSS1@utahlib.BITNET (Dave Sanderson) writes:
>   I do have one complaint.  Anyone who has read all, or most, of the
>Deryni books has to be sick of reading the detail of the magical
>ceremonies.  Most of the ceremonies are conducted the same way and reading
>the same thing book after book gets a little tiring.  I realize she puts
>the full ceremony in every book for the new readers (and it is fascinating
>to read the first time or two) but, it gets old after a few times.

I, for one, like the magical ceremonies.  I think the ceremonies add
something to the story.  If I remember right (it's been at least 6 months
since I have reread one of the series) every ceremony is a key part of the
story.  The awakening of the magic power in Kelson, Nigel, Cinhil, and
Connel are all VITAL parts of the story.  IMO, the ceremonies are as vital
to the story as the characters themselves.

Kent Perrier
6600kntp@ucsbuxa.ucsb.edu

------------------------------

Resent-From: sfl-request@rutgers.edu
Date: 6 Oct 90 17:24:16 GMT
From: JCT110@psuvm.psu.edu
Subject: Re: Katherine Kurtz

Kurtz has a new book coming out this winter called _Deryni Magic_.  It's
not really a novel, but a grimoire of Deryni spells and rituals.  Should
be fairly interesting.

------------------------------

Date: 6 Oct 90 18:20:35 GMT
From: olorin@wam.umd.edu (David John Schuetz)
Subject: Missing Books (Vaporreads?)

DSS1@utahlib.BITNET (Dave Sanderson) writes:
>Several weeks ago, I believe someone mentioned that Katherine Kurtz's new
>Deryni book was coming out in hardback.  I just wanted to confirm this so
>that I don't miss it.

Is this the beginning of the Childe Morgan series?  That was what she was
working on last I heard.  I assume that it covers the youth of Morgan and
how he helped Kelson's father defeat whathisname the pretender.
Interestingly, a short story covering that battle was the only thing left
out of her Deryni Archives.

This book is one of several I've seen referred to or reviewed, but haven't
been able to find.  Are these real books, and when are they going to arrive
in general bookstores?

  Phoenix, Steven Brust.  
    I saw it reviewed on the net a couple weeks ago, but none of the
    general or SF bookstores I checked have it or claimed to have ordered
    it.

  Pacific Edge, Kim Stanley Robinson.
    A month ago, a netnote said it was forthcoming, and I've seen a review
    of it in the London Times, but I've not seen or heard of it in the
    stores.  He's an American author, so one would expect to have it out in
    the US before or simulataneously with the UK publication.

  ? by Lois McMaster Bujold.  
    This is actually in a slightly different category, but from the end of
    "Brothers in Arms" and the beginning of "Borders of Infinity" I got the
    impression that there is already a story written or fairly completely
    plotted covering a hostage rescue mission by Miles Vorkosigan and the
    Dendarii.  Is this a short story which has appeared in Asimov's or some
    such, or is it just the plot for her next novel?  When I first saw "The
    Vor Game" I thought it was it, but obviously not.

Laura Burchard

------------------------------

From: TBEKE@pucc.princeton.edu Date: 3 Oct 90 01:31:10 GMT
(Tibor Beke)
Subject: Given story, what are the title and writer?

The story involved a boy who had remarkable musical talents and was, as a
result, isolated from a young age so that his remarkable instincts would
not be polluted by the styles or techniques of previous musicians.  All is
well until a visitor to the boy's forest home becomes so entranced with the
boy's playing that he violates the musical quarrantine and smuggles a tape
recording of several Bach fugues to the boy.  The 'talent police' (which
have a somewhat less silly name in the actual story) notice immediately
that the boy has begun to consciously remove all fugue-like elements from
his playing and surmise, correctly, that he had been exposed to them by an
outside source and was modifying his style to hide this violation of the
law.  The man who smuggled in the recording is killed and the boy punished
by having his instrument taken away.

The boy continues to compose and perform music, though, on a variety of
ersatz instruments.  The 'talent police' chop off his hands.  He whistles.
He is forced into manual labor (which must have been difficult, without
hands), and sings beautiful songs which elevate all who hear them.  The
talent police again intervene and chop off his lips or something.  In the
end, the damage is done, and the music he created had changed the world.
The boy, however, had no way to continue with his one, great skill, and in
a society in which all was judged by comparison to maximum productivity,
his survival seems unlikely.  In the final page of the story it becomes
clear that he had been chosen as one of the few, nearly omnipotent 'talent
police', with the explanation that few others could truly understand the
job.

A few other clues I recall (the text above is by a friend of mine):

 the talent police might have been called 'the Seers' (?!?!)

 the story appeared in an anthology titled 'Hugo/Nebula Winners 198n' where
 n is an integer between 0 and 9 (or something similar; I think this story
 was a runner-up)

 another story from the same anthology: a collector of quaint
 extraterrestrial life forms gets busted by his favorite, smart, giant
 ant-like creatures ('sand kings' they are called, maybe?)

Any help would be appreciated. I am not a regular reader of this newsgroup;
please send replies to:
   tbeke@pucc                    (BITNET)
   tbeke@pucc.princeton.edu      (Internet)

Thanks.

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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SF-LOVERS Digest            Monday, 8 Oct 1990        Volume 15 : Issue 349

Today's Topics:

	     Books - Cooper & McCaffrey & Williams (2 msgs) &
                     Zelazny & Ecological SF (12 msgs) &
                     Lensman (2 msgs) & Request Answers (5 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 6 Oct 90 18:08:51 GMT
From: dzweig@rnd.gba.nyu.edu (Dani Zweig)
Subject: Re: L. Cooper's series?????

aboisvert@amherst.bitnet:
>Anyone know anything about Louisa Cooper's series? I can't remember what
>it's called, but I saw it in the bookstore today and was intrigued. Is it
>good?  What KIND of fantasy is it (this is important to me; if it's just a
>rip-off of Tolkien, a la "Shannara," I'm not interested)?  Anyone?

Depends which series you mean, but in any case it won't be Tolkien ripoff.
Her current series is Indigo.  Indigo's thoughtlessness led to the release
of seven ancient demons, and now she must wander the world until they are
put to rest.  I have mixed feelings about this series, but it is definitely
good enough for me to suggest that you read the first book "Nemesis", and
decide from there.

Dani Zweig
haste@andrew.cmu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 7 Oct 90 00:40:30 GMT
From: abrogel@amherst.bitnet
Subject: Book publishing dates?

Does anyone know when McCaffrey's _All the Wyers of Pern_ is coming out?
Also, what (in general) is it about and when in Pern's history does
it fall?

Thanks.

Allen

------------------------------

Date: 3 Oct 90 14:48:13 GMT
From: jdnicoll@watyew.uwaterloo.ca (Brian or James)
Subject: Re: "Hardwired" by Walter Jon Williams

jcr@MBUNIX.MITRE.ORG (Rogers) writes:
>Just finished "Hardwired" by Walter Jon Williams. I really enjoyed it.
>Basically a light book, in the sense of not exploring weighty issues very
>deeply. But extremely enjoyable - very well-written prose, for the most
>part, I found.  Good action scenes, too.
>
>What I enjoyed most about the book was its noir atmosphere. Are Williams'
>other books like this? Having enjoyed this book, would I be likely to
>enjoy other so-called cyberpunk books? How does "Hardwired" compare to the
>bulk of cyberpunk work?

   *Some* of William's books are like 'Hardwired'. You might want to check
out 'Voice of the Whirlwind', which is set in the same universe a bunch of
decades in the future.
   Williams is a literary chameleon who is quite adept at adopting the
styles of other authors [If he has a style all his own, it's escaped me].
Some of the books he's written and the authors in whose style I think they
are:

      Knight Moves: Zelanzny fluff ['Doorways in the Sand' rather than 
	 'Lord of Light' or 'Last Defender of Camelot'] 

      Angel Station: C.J. Cherryh

      Cat Island: C.S Forester [If Forrester had been writing about 
         an American instead of an Englishman]

	
      Voice of the Whirlwind: Pick a grim'n'gritty cyberpunk author.

Please note that mileage may vary considerably on this.

James Nicoll

------------------------------

Date: 5 Oct 90 00:22:32 GMT
From: ssc!markz@celestial.com (Mark Zenier)
Subject: Re: "Hardwired" by Walter Jon Williams

jdnicoll@watyew.uwaterloo.ca (Brian or James) writes: 
>   Williams is a literary chameleon who is quite adept at adopting the
>styles of other authors [If he has a style all his own, it's escaped me].
>Some of the books he's written and the authors in whose style I think they
>are:

>   Knight Moves: Zelanzny fluff ['Doorways in the Sand' rather than 
>      'Lord of Light' or 'Last Defender of Camelot'] 
>   Angel Station: C.J. Cherryh
>   Cat Island: C.S Forester [If Forrester had been writing about 
>      an American instead of an Englishman]

Also:
   The Crown Jewels:
   The House of Shards: Alexei Panshin's Anthony Villers adventures
      (Star Well, The Thurb Revolution, Masque World)

markz@ssc.uucp

------------------------------

Date: 7 Oct 90 00:40:30 GMT
From: abrogel@amherst.bitnet
Subject: Book publishing dates?

When is the next Amber book by Zelazny due out and what is it called?  I
mean the book after _Knight of Shadows_

Thanks.

Allen

------------------------------

Date: 30 Sep 90 23:37:07 GMT
From: jkiparsk@csli.stanford.edu (Jonathan Kiparsky)
Subject: Re: Request for Ecological Science Fiction

pirinen@cc.helsinki.fi writes:
>I'd like to know how ecological matters have been tackled in science
>fiction.  What good novels/short stories have been written about things
>like pollution, overpopulation, the green-house effect, etc.? Any
>recommendations on these are lines welcome, but, please, if you have a
>good short story to tell me about, mention the collection/magazine in
>which it is, that would be useful for finding it. Thank you!

John Brunner's _The Sheep Look Up_, of course, is a classic, just don't
read too much at one go.

Callenbach's _Ecotopia_ is good, but _Ecotopia Emerging_ is, IMHO, much
better.  Read them both.

I know there are more, but that's all I can think of at the moment.  

Jon

------------------------------

Date: 1 Oct 90 01:30:09 GMT
From: hsv3!mvp@vicom.com (Mike Van Pelt)
Subject: Re: Request for Ecological Science Fiction

pirinen@cc.helsinki.fi writes:
>I'd like to know how ecological matters have been tackled in science
>fiction.

I can't recall a book written about this offhand, (and one should be!)  but
there was a brief item in one of Hal Clement's books that addresses an
issue completely ignored in the usual Book About Ecological Issues.  I
don't recall which book, but it went something like this.

     We know of 30 sentient races in the history of the galaxy.  10 of them
     have not yet reached their energy crisis.  14 of them have reached it
     and failed to produce enough energy to maintain their civilization,
     and are thus extinct.  Another two failed but are not quite extinct;
     we have hopes that one of them may be able to recover eventually.
     
[The other four were the members of some kind of interstellar federation,
including humans.]

Mike Van Pelt
...ames!vsi1!v7fs1!mvp

------------------------------

Date: 1 Oct 90 05:23:46 GMT
From: tucker@tahoe.unr.edu (Aaron Tucker)
Subject: Re: Request for Ecological Science Fiction

   Earth by David Brin

   And my favorite: Nature's End by Strieber & Kunetka (authors of Warday)

------------------------------

Date: 1 Oct 90 05:36:42 GMT
From: jbb@mvaxcs1.cse.nau.edu (Jon Bonnell)
Subject: Re: Request for Ecological Science Fiction

Well, for starters try The Word For World Is Forest by Ursula LeGuin.  All
about saving the forests but it's set on another planet.

Jon Bonnell
jbb@mvaxcs1.cse.nau.edu

------------------------------

Date: 1 Oct 90 09:58:20 GMT
From: sk2f+@andrew.cmu.edu (Seth D. Kadesh)
Subject: Re: Request for Ecological Science Fiction

The guy who wrote Earth Abides wrote a number of stories dealing with
ecological topics.  The only title I remember is Storm.  My dad got
thinking it would be like Earth Abides.  Storm wasn't, but it was an
interesting book.

Seth

------------------------------

Date: 1 Oct 90 14:15:26 GMT
From: abl@dart.ece.cmu.edu (Antonio Leal)
Subject: Re: Request for Ecological Science Fiction

Tuft Voyaging, by George R.R. Martin.

In John Wenn's book list it is dated 1986, which just goes to show (me) how
time flies.  It was originally published in Analog, as a series of stories:
Tuft is a man who saved from the scrap an Empire battleship fitted for
eco-warfare, and uses it as travel vehicle.  He also learned enough to sell
his services, as a troubleshooter, to the planets he visits.
["Felines-in-sf" bonus tie-in: Tuft has some cats around in the ship.]

George Martin's Tuft stories are almost hard-nosed enough for reality, not
the half-witted flowers-and-bees-and-birds that passes for ecology in some
circles.  Analog usually runs quite a few stories about hard choices, some
personal, many social/ecological.  The stories are sometimes a bit simple
minded, and by no means of 'great literary value', but then Analog is in
the SF business, not in the second-rate literature business.

Antonio B. Leal
Dept. of Electrical and Computer Engineering
Carnegie Mellon University
Pittsburgh, PA. 15213   U.S.A.
[412] 268-2937
abl@ece.cmu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 1 Oct 90 14:58:04 GMT
From: vehaag@crocus.uwaterloo.ca (Viktor Haag)
Subject: Re: Request for Ecological Science Fiction

Well, the ones that I can think of offhand are:
   The Sheep Look Up - John Brunner
   Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep - PK Dick
   In the Drift - Michael Swanwick

There are liable to be tons more, although I can't think of any titles
offhand.  Sheep Look Up might be considered 'the book' about pollution
problems.

------------------------------

Date: 2 Oct 90 08:34:16 GMT
From: nick@lion.inmos.co.uk (Nick Haydock)
Subject: Re: Request for Ecological Science Fiction

Sorry I can't remember the authors name but "Last Gasp" is an excellent
book on the subject. Starts about now and follows the decline of the
environment up until those who are left move into large orbiting platforms
as the Earth becomes bereft of oxygen.

Nick

------------------------------

Date: 2 Oct 90 15:06:00 GMT
From: davidb@inmet.inmet.com
Subject: Re: Request for Ecological Science Fict

I seem to recall a series of short stories gathered into a novel called
_Conscience_Interplanetary_ (by an author I forget).  The stories centered
around a glactic official called a "Conscience" who protected sentient
species on newly opened worlds.

Dave Barton
barton@i2wash.com

------------------------------

Date: 4 Oct 90 00:18:40 GMT
From: rsoft!mindlink!a710@van-bc.wimsey.bc.ca (Crawford Kilian)
Subject: Re: Request for Ecological Science Fiction

One of the earliest ecological SF novels was Earth Abides, by George R.
Stewart, first published in 1949 and still worth reading.  He gives us the
aftermath of a major plague and does rather a better job of it than Steven
King did in The Stand (which really looks like a grossed-out ripoff of
Stewart when you've read them both).

------------------------------

Date: 6 Oct 90 05:04:09 GMT
From: n65j@vax5.cit.cornell.edu
Subject: Re: Request for Ecological Science Fiction

davidb@inmet.inmet.com writes:
> I seem to recall a series of short stories gathered into a novel called
> _Conscience_Interplanetary_ (by an author I forget).  The stories
> centered around a glactic official called a "Conscience" who protected
> sentient species on newly opened worlds.

Good stories by Joseph Green.

------------------------------

Date: 6 Oct 90 16:57:13 GMT
From: dweingar@csserv1.ic.sunysb.edu (David Weingart)
Subject: Re: Request for Ecological Science Fiction

On the less good side, I recall a truly dreadful novel I read a few years
back called _The_Last_Gasp_, by an author who's name I've mercifully 
forgotten entirely.

It dealt with the total bizarro-mutation of the biosphere and the
development of entirely new phyla.  No big deal, but it took place within
the space of about a month or so.  I remember particularly the 3 foot
spiders and said, "Yeah, right... it's Giant Spiders from Mars!"

Silly book, and one to avoid, IMHO.

David Weingart
dweingar@ic.sunysb.edu

------------------------------

Date: 2 Oct 90 15:10:27 GMT
From: rmj@tcom.stc.co.uk (The Beardless Wonder)
Subject: Re: Lensman-related novels not written by E. E. Smith, PhD

keithst@winvmc.iinus1.ibm.COM (Charles Keith-Stanley) writes:
>I've got a couple of volumes in my library set in the Lensman universe
>which seem to be sanctioned by the Smith estate but not written by the
>master. Three are by Duncan Kyle (or David K., they're in storage at...

David Kyle. The books are titled "The Dragon Lensman", "Lensman From Rigel"
and "Z-Lensman" about Worzel, Tregonsee and Nadrek respectively.  They just
don't catch the spirit of the original for me, although some of the
treatment of Nadrek was excellent (some of it is abysmal, mind).

>...the moment) and are set between _Second_Stage_Lensman and _Children_of
>the_Lens. The other is by a chap named Ellern (first name/initials
>unknown, I'm at work, book is at home) and is set during Boskone's attack
>on Civilization during the _First_Lensman_ time frame.

William B. Ellern, "New Lensman". Much more in the spirit, IMHO; at least
they are accurate to the time of "First Lensman" and provide a good
supporting subplot to the main series rather than trying to create
something big where nothing will fit.

>Does anyone on the list know of any other Lensman-related works?

These are the only ones I know of. Anyone else?

Cheers,

Rhodri James
rmj@islay.tcom.stc.co.uk
rmj@tcom.stc.co.uk    
rmj10@phx.cam.ac.uk   

------------------------------

Date: 2 Oct 90 23:42:24 GMT
From: FlashsMom@cup.portal.com (NancyAnn none Sheridan)
Subject: Re: Lensman-related novels not written by E. E. Smith, PhD

keithst@winvmc.iinus1.ibm.COM (Charles Keith-Stanley):
> Lensman universe which seem to be sanctioned by the Smith estate but not
> written by the master. Three are by Duncan Kyle (or David K., they're
> in storage at the moment)

Late 60's, in Analog & Perry Rodent, and tolerable, almost.
 
> The other is by a chap named Ellern (first name/initials unknown, I'm at
> work, book is at home) and is set during Boskone's attack on Civilization
> during the _First_Lensman_ time frame.

Mid 80's paperbacks; intolerable and incompetent.
 
>Does anyone on the list know of any other Lensman-related works?

No.  Stephen Goldin[?] did Imperial Thingumies in the 70's, which were
about as bad as Smith's originals; he wrote them in an off-decade.

Flash@Dcjcon.Das.Net

------------------------------

Date: 3 Oct 90 13:29:18 GMT
From: berson@duke.cs.pitt.edu (David A. Berson)
Subject: Re: Book Request

ars3_cif@uhura.cc.rochester.edu (Aaron Sher) writes:
>   I'm looking for a book; I don't know the author or the title, all I
>know is that it is the story of Count Dracula, but told from his point of
>view.  It makes him seem a lot nicer and more justified than the original.
>Any ideas?

This may be the series of books by Saberhagen that include
  The Dracula Tapes
  The Holmes-Dracula File
  An Old Friend of the Family
  Thorn
I think that there is a fifth one also, but I don't recall it right now.

David A. Berson

------------------------------

Date: 3 Oct 90 16:44:30 GMT
From: parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu
Subject: Re: Given story, what are the title and writer?

TBEKE@pucc.Princeton.EDU (Tibor Beke) writes:
> The story involved a boy who had remarkable musical talents and was, as a
> result, isolated from a young age so that his remarkable instincts would
> not be polluted by the styles or techniques of previous musicians.  All
> is well until a visitor to the boy's forest home becomes so entranced
> with the boy's playing that he violates the musical quarrantine and
> smuggles a tape recording of several Bach fugues to the boy.  The 'talent
> police' (which have a somewhat less silly name

   Sounds like "Unaccompanied Sonata" by Orson Scott Card, using my
sometimes faulty memory, and is in the collection by the same name.

Gregg Parmentier
parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu

------------------------------

Date: 3 Oct 90 17:38:28 GMT
From: vehaag@crocus.uwaterloo.ca (Viktor Haag)
Subject: Re: Given story, what are the title and writer?

>The story was called "Unaccompanied Sonata", and was by Orson Scott Card.

Was this story later rewritten into a novel by Card?  I seem to remember
one of his novels dealing with some kid who had amazing musical abilities,
but to my recollection, it was abilities with singing.

------------------------------

Date: 3 Oct 90 21:09:41 GMT
From: parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu
Subject: Re: Songmaster ( was: Given story...)

vehaag@crocus.uwaterloo.ca (Viktor Haag) writes:
>>The story was called "Unaccompanied Sonata", and was by Orson Scott Card.
>
> Was this story later rewritten into a novel by Card?  I seem to remember
> one of his novels dealing with some kid who had amazing musical
> abilities, but to my recollection, it was abilities with singing.

   That novel was _Songmaster_.  No similarities other than the musical
nature of the stories.

Gregg Parmentier
parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu

------------------------------

Date: 6 Oct 90 17:57:12 GMT
From: olorin@wam.umd.edu (David John Schuetz)
Subject: Re: Given story, what are the title and writer?

>	Card has indeed written a fantasy novel about a young singer, the
>title of which currently eludes me.  There is no connection I can see
>between this novel and the earlier story (which had a definite Sci-Fi
>setting).

The book you are thinking about is Songmaster.  It does have a fantasy feel
(but then so does most of Card's work) but the setting is also science
fiction.

It's the weakest of his novels, to my mind.

While I'm on the subject of Card's books, is there an earlier version of
Hart's Hope?  When I picked up the paperback, it seemed somewhat different
than the book I had gotten from the library years before.

Laura Burchard

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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SF-LOVERS Digest            Tuesday, 9 Oct 1990       Volume 15 : Issue 350

Today's Topics:

	   Television - Star Trek: The Next Generation (14 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: Tue, 09 Oct 90 08:00:52 EDT
From: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu (SF-LOVERS)
Subject: SPOILER WARNING

****WARNING****

The following messages feature a discussion of "Star Trek: The Next
Generation."  Some of the material and comments presented in this
discussion may give away key elements of the plot of the show.  Those of
you that have not yet seen the show, may want to skip these messages.

Saul Jaffe
Moderator SF-LOVERS Digest
sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu

------------------------------

Date: 1 Oct 90 17:20:38 GMT
From: mok@pawl.rpi.edu (Malachi Orion Kelerison)
Subject: Re: Borg Resolution

rtravsky@OUTLAW.UWYO.EDU (Richard W Travsky) writes:
>I was quite pleased with ST:TNG's resolution of the Borg crisis.  Tasteful
>too (I was wondering how they were going to weasel out of this one).

You liked it!?!? How could you like it! The Borg have been trashing and
absorbing other civilizations for 10 Thousand Years! Do you honestly think
that in all that time no one has ever managed to acquire a living Borg?
(Disregarding all the other impossiblilites they got away with!)
   As if that wasn't enough, they actually manage to interfere with the
Borg net! Data is apparently a LOT more sophisticated than they are if he
can insert a command into their network (and make it run) while they are
AWARE that he is trying to do so. I also fail to believe that they could
not just terminate CyberPicard. They were expendable units for Goddess
Sake! Even in Julian May's Metaconcerts (where minds were linked together
to amplify psychic ability) she always had someone in the position of
"fuse". The theory being that if someone tries to control the metaconcert's
energies from outside, someone's mind blows and the metaconcert continues.

   Arrgghhh! I'm not even going to bother with the other thousand problems!

   How about StarTrek: The Borg Generation. Our continuing mission to seek
out and exploit new civilizations... boldly going where no Borg has gone
before!

------------------------------

Date: 1 Oct 90 17:33:26 GMT
From: PUGH%CCV.MFENET@ccc.nersc.gov
Subject: The Nude Generation

As a number of people have pointed out, the Borg were aware of us before Q
sent the Enterprise into its encounter with them.  They were apparently the
cause of the missing outposts that drew the Romulans back to our sphere.
I'm not sure where people are getting this reference, but I haven't seen
that epsiode on reruns recently.  Assuming that it is true, the Romulans
said that they had been busy.  Could that have been with the Borg?  Does
that mean that Romulus has been destroyed or are the Borg batting 0 for 2?

One of the things that I think will be nice about this season is that we
will get to see more of Earth.  I have always wondered how Earth is faring
in the 23rd century (or is it the 24th now?).  With transporter technology
and antimatter power there should be a lot of empty freeways in America
(see Niven for some interesting hypotheses on this subject).

With Riker as Captain of the Enterprise, Picard gets some extended shore
leave and adventures on the planet.  This presents an opportunity to
explain that whole Beverly thing (Picard is really Wesley's father!).  It
should be an interesting season.  By the way, does anyone else thing Riker
looks a lot like Potsie from Happy Days?  "That's Captain Potsie to you,
Ensign Fonz!"

Jon

------------------------------

Date: 1 Oct 90 19:09:13 GMT
From: luther@uop.edu (Pat Luther)
Subject: Re: Star Trek: The Next Generation

PUGH%CCV.MFENET@CCC.NERSC.GOV writes:
>OK, so I liked it and I'm not ashamed.  I think that I am going to like
>the new season.  The big question in my mind is: Did Q draw the Borg's
>attention to the Federation, or did he do them a service by warning them?

Q did not draw the Borg's attention to the federation.  The Borg were
grabbing federation bases along the neutral zone as early as the first
season finale.

Several bases were "scooped" out of the ground by an unknown force.  Then,
in Q Who, when they first met the Borg, they found other cities that the
borg had done the same thing to, and the comment was made that it was
"exactly like what happened along the neutral zone."

Pat

------------------------------

Date: 2 Oct 90 01:43:17 GMT
From: whit@milton.u.washington.edu (John Whitmore)
Subject: Re: Borg Resolution

mok@pawl.rpi.edu (Malachi Orion Kelerison) writes:
>You liked it!?!? How could you like it! The Borg have been trashing and
>absorbing other civilizations for 10 Thousand Years! Do you honestly think
>that in all that time noone has ever managed to acquire a living Borg?

   Locutus said that Worf and other Klingons would be absorbed, but the
ship was crewed by only one species.  It doesn't look like the Borg have
ANY experience of other civilizations (and are learning about the existence
of outsiders as they bumble about).  As Q introduced them, they 'have no
conception of others, except as raw material.'  If the Borg had run into
any enemies that wanted to fight, they might behave differently.  Guinan's
folk ran away; did they have the means to resist?  Did they try to?

>   As if that wasn't enough, they actually manage to interfer with the
>Borg net! Data is apparently a LOT more sophisticated than they are if he
>can insert a command into their network (and make it run) while they are
>AWARE that he is trying to do so.

   Knowing that someone is making a phone call doesn't imply that the call
can be stopped; remember, shutting down ALL messages would have been akin
to dissolving the Borg consciousness.  Maybe there's no particular care
taken about verifying origin of routine traffic.

>I also fail to believe that they could not just terminate CyberPicard.
>They were expendable units for Goddess Sake!
	
   The ability to regenerate is often linked, in nature, with the
willingness to lose a limb.  Glass-tailed lizards and sea cucumbers
(stomach-eversion as a bribe to predators) come to mind.  But, there was no
evidence that Picard was completely Borg-ed.  Even if the standard Borg
unit has self-destruct capability, a newly created Borg might have severe
restrictions on its activities (just as children aren't encouraged to play
with poison or high voltages).  This part is believable, if a tad
contrived.

   Actually, I found the most satisfying part of the resolution to be the
fact that Riker's new rank will likely see him promoted off the Enterprise
(and out of the show).  Picard is DEFINITELY in the next show, so he's
probably not leaving this season.  Riker smiles too much.

John Whitmore

------------------------------

Date: 2 Oct 90 16:38:15 GMT
From: vehaag@crocus.uwaterloo.ca (Viktor Haag)
Subject: Re: Borg Resolution

rtravsky@OUTLAW.UWYO.EDU (Richard W Travsky) writes:
>I was quite pleased with ST:TNG's resolution of the Borg crisis.  Tasteful
>too (I was wondering how they were going to weasel out of this one).
>
>I'm certainly glad the Borg were beaten (for the time being).  After the
>wiping out of the Federation fleet at Wolfe's Point, I had momentary
>visions of next week's episode starting out as "Fleeing the Borg tyranny,
>a lone star ship leads a ragtag fleet...".

Tsk Tsk.  The Borg are the least of the Federation's worries at this point.
What they should be most concerned about are the Romluans and the Klingons
taking this golden opportunity to carve up Federation space like a
Christmas Turkey.  I am sure that Romulan intelligence is up to the task of
figuring out that all of the Federation's resources are concentrated in one
small sector leaving the rest of the border vulnerable to plunder
(hahahahahahahahahahahah).

Of course, such a dastardly trick would never be pulled by the Romulans
would it?  I mean, they aren't at all opportunistic are they?

------------------------------

Date: 2 Oct 90 14:19:21 GMT
From: attcan!ram@gpu.utcs.toronto.edu (Richard Meesters)
Subject: Re: Borg Resolution

whit@milton.u.washington.edu (John Whitmore) writes:
>mok@pawl.rpi.edu (Malachi Orion Kelerison) writes:
>>   As if that wasn't enough, they actually manage to interfer with the
>>Borg net! Data is apparently a LOT more sophisticated than they are if he
>>can insert a command into their network (and make it run) while they are
>>AWARE that he is trying to do so.
>
> 	Knowing that someone is making a phone call doesn't imply that the
> call can be stopped; remember, shutting down ALL messages would have been
> akin to dissolving the Borg consciousness.  Maybe there's no particular
> care taken about verifying origin of routine traffic.

   I agree with John here. Remember, Data tried several times
unsuccessfully to implant a high priority command into the Borg-Net.  It
was only when he tried to implant a sufficiently low priority/unused
command that he was successful.  And then it took Borg/Picard's help.  Just
hacking on a grandiose scale.  What bothered me is that the command
_caused_ the Borg to self destruct.  Bad programming.
 
>>I also fail to believe that they could not just terminate CyberPicard.
>>They were expendable units for Goddess Sake!

Then they'd have to go to all the trouble to get another human who has
Picard's knowledge of the Federation and Humanity and start again.  Plus, I
don't think the Borg could actually conceive that the puny humans on the
starship Enterprise could actually harm them in any major way.
 
> Actually, I found the most satisfying part of the resolution to be the
> fact that Riker's new rank will likely see him promoted off the
> Enterprise (and out of the show).  Picard is DEFINITELY in the next show,
> so he's probably not leaving this season.  Riker smiles too much.

Sorry to disappoint you John, but I think Riker's around for a while
longer, as in at least for another season.  After all, with the fleet all
but destroyed in the battle with the Borg, there isn't going to be many
ships available for a new captain to command is there?  I thought the most
likely possibility was that Picard would get promoted to some rank/guest
star status, and Riker would be the new captain of the Enterprise (ugh).

Regards.

Richard A Meesters
Technical Support Specialist
AT&T Canada
ATTMAIL: ....attmail!rmeesters
UUCP:  ...att!attcan!ram

------------------------------

Date: 2 Oct 90 18:12:23 GMT
From: mccalpin@perelandra.cms.udel.edu (John D. McCalpin)
Subject: Re: Borg Resolution

ram@attcan.UUCP (Richard Meesters) said:
>    I agree with John here. Remember, Data tried several times
> unsuccessfully to implant a high priority command into the Borg-Net.  It
> was only when he tried to implant a sufficiently low priority/unused
> command that he was successful.  And then it took Borg/Picard's help.
> Just hacking on a grandiose scale.  What bothered me is that the command
> _caused_ the Borg to self destruct.  Bad programming.
 
I had the impression that the Borg self-destructed because it realized that
there had been tremendous security breach and that there was nothing that
it could do about it in time to reliably defend itself.  Just like if I
type 'who' and see someone logged in as 'root' on my workstation, I might
pull the plug physically (!) and deal with the resulting corrupted file
system later rather than risk letting someone poke around in my machine
with god privileges.

John D. McCalpin	
Assistant Professor			
College of Marine Studies, U. Del.
mccalpin@perelandra.cms.udel.edu
mccalpin@vax1.udel.edu

------------------------------

Date: 2 Oct 90 22:43:20 GMT
From: standish@mentor.cc.purdue.edu (Jeffrey L Standish)
Subject: Re: Borg Resolution

marshall@wind55.seri.gov (Marshall L. Buhl) writes:
>whit@milton.u.washington.edu (John Whitmore) writes:
>>	Actually, I found the most satisfying part of the resolution to be
>>the fact that Riker's new rank will likely see him promoted off the
>>Enterprise (and out of the show).  Picard is DEFINITELY in the next show,
>>so he's probably not leaving this season.  Riker smiles too much.
>
>How about Admiral Picard?  He had a big hand in saving Earth.  Maybe
>they'll want to reward him too.  Maybe there's room for an Admiral on
>Riker's ship.

How about the fact that Riker only received a _field_ promotion to captain?
They never actually made it a permanent promotion.  More than likely they
will just return him to his old rank of Commander.

Jeff Standish

------------------------------

Date: 3 Oct 90 18:53:52 GMT
From: amburgy@ecn.purdue.edu (Kalex)
Subject: Re: Borg Resolution

vehaag@crocus.uwaterloo.ca (Viktor Haag) writes:
>Tsk Tsk.  The Borg are the least of the Federation's worries at this
>point.  What they should be most concerned about are the Romluans and the
>Klingons taking this golden opportunity to carve up Federation space like
>a Christmas Turkey.  I am sure that Romulan intelligence is up to the task
>of figuring out that all of the Federation's resources are concentrated in
>one small sector leaving the rest of the border vulnerable to plunder
>(hahahahahahahahahahahah).
>
>Of course, such a dastardly trick would never be pulled by the Romulans
>would it?  I mean, they aren't at all opportunistic are they?

The Romulans were having just as much trouble with the Borg as the
Federation is.  They don't have the resources to bother the Federation and
keep the Borg out at the same time.  The Klingons already had their ass
trounced by the Federation and are now Federation allies.  As Locutus said,
the Klingons are next in line for the attack.  They are not going to worry
about attacking the Federation.  They will be preparing their own defenses.
Besides they have a lot of problems at home (i.e. an impending Klingon
civil war; that will be talked about in episode 5 of the new season).

Kerry Amburgy
amburgy@en.ecn.purdue.edu

------------------------------

Date: 3 Oct 90 21:48:00 GMT
From: JCONTOMP@tufts.bitnet
Subject: ST:TNG

 The borg are merely derivatives of the Cybermen and Daleks from Doctor
Who.  I sure wish the writers would think of something more original that
"resistance is useless (futile" which was ripped off from Doug Adams.  The
Borg obey no one.  They are the superior beings.  Exterminate Exterminate.
They even chose a mutant, bald humanoid to lead them.

------------------------------

Date: 4 Oct 90 16:48:13 GMT
From: afo9ewo@cabell.vcu.edu (Eric W. Olive)
Subject: Borg Nuking...

    I'm not big on Star Trek trivia, but has the Federation forgotten how
to produce nuclear weapons.  For the sake of the innocent people about to
be "BORGED" (sp?) I'm sure that whipping out some major kilotonnage would
have been worth it.  I mean, they did lose forty ships at Wolfe's Point.

Eric Olive
afo9ewo@cabell.vcu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 4 Oct 90 18:35:34 GMT
From: lim@freezer.it.udel.edu (Julie Lim)
Subject: Re: ST:TNG

JCONTOMP@tufts.BITNET writes:

>The Borg are merely derivatives of the Cybermen and Daleks from Doctor
>Who.  I sure wish the writers would think of something more original that
>"resistance is useless (futile" which was ripped off from Doug Adams.  The
>Borg obey no one.  They are the superior beings.  Exterminate Exterminate.
>They even chose a mutant, bald humanoid to lead them.

   Hmm, actually, _I_ was strongly reminded of the _Hellraiser_ movies when
wacthing "BoBW." The Borg ship looks like a giant puzzle cube; the arm
extension with little whirry apparati looked like the evil Doctor's weapon
arm in _Hellbound: Hellraiser II_, and the other modifications to Picard
also reminded me of the Cenobites.
   Anyone know when _Hellraiser III: Hell on Earth_ is coming out?

------------------------------

Date: 4 Oct 90 19:00:22 GMT
From: ghhart@eos.ncsu.edu (GREGORY HUGHES HART)
Subject: Re: Borg Nuking...

afo9ewo@CABELL.VCU.EDU (Eric W. Olive) writes:
>     I'm not big on Star Trek trivia, but has the Federation forgotten how
> to produce nuclear weapons.  For the sake of the innocent people about to
> be "BORGED" (sp?) I'm sure that whipping out some major kilotonnage would
> have been worth it.  I mean, they did lose forty ships at Wolfe's
> Point.

Since nuclear weapons are obsolete compared to the more superior phasers
and photon torpedoes (which are simply matter-antimatter missiles), and the
fleet was STILL wiped out, I don't think a megaton H-bomb would have done
anything, much less a KILOton.

------------------------------
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Date: 1 Oct 90 22:38:00 GMT
From: MJENKIN@opie.bgsu.edu
Subject: Tales of the Godswords, and other Saberhagen stuff

   With regard to the discussions about the relative strengths of the
various swords: now, don't get me wrong, I love the first three books and
like the next five, but I thought the whole series of events at the end of
_The Third Book of Swords_ was a bit of a cop-out.  I'd kind of gotten the
impression that a Sword vs. Sword confrontation would be a bit like the old
"irresistible force meets the immutable object" paradox.  On the other
hand, with so MANY Swords floating around (even Tolkien, with twenty Rings
of Power, only really dealt with the One Ring in any detail), Fred must
have known and planned for at least a few Sword vs. Sword confrontations.

   I've been a Fred fan ever since I picked up my first dog-eared copy of
_Berserker_.  It has always seemed to me that his strength lies in ringing
the changes on already-established events and myths, rather than doing
anything completely original.  (Although he often does it better than the
originals.  _The Dracula Tape_ is far more engaging and interesting than
Bram Stoker.)  I do wish he'd do something more with the Leader from _A
Century of Progress_, that one is almost crying for a sequel; maybe even
one that ties in with _Mask of the Sun_ in a time-wars vein.

Mark F. Jenkins
Bowling Green State University

------------------------------

Date: 2 Oct 90 02:35:24 GMT
From: 6600kntp@ucsbuxa.ucsb.edu (Kent Perrier)
Subject: Re: Tales of the Godswords. (SPOILERS)

Someone brought up the point of someone useing two Swords at the same time.
If I remember correctly, in The First Book of Swords, Mark grabs BOTH
Coinspinner and Sightblinder and the the power of the two Swords causes
Mark to be knocked out. (If I remember correctly.  It was at Sir Andrews
fair.)  I'm not sure which two Swords it was but I remember that he DID
touch BOTH Swords at the same time and he was injured as a result.

Kent Perrier
6600kntp@ucsbuxa.ucsb.edu
6600kntp@ucsbuxa.BITNET

------------------------------

Date: 2 Oct 90 02:03:33 GMT
From: hennebry@plains.nodak.edu (Michael J. Hennebry)
Subject: Tales of the Godswords.

ars3_cif@uhura.cc.rochester.edu (Aaron Sher) writes:
>Somebody suggested that if human blood is required, people be basically
>hired to give up whatever blood, limbs, etc. was needed.  I sort of had
>the impression that what was actually needed was human pain and suffering,
>not just the physical blood.  The blood was just the symbol.  ...

Could be, but if you have appropriately paid volunteers no moral
difficulties arise.

>...Death was also needed (remember there were a whole bunch of people up
>there, and Jord was just the only one that survived); how are you going to
>get that?  Condemned prisoners, maybe.  ...

Condemned prisoners wouldn't help me any; I wouldn't condemn any. Even an
enthusiastic supporter of capital punishment might worry about a phenomenon
similar to Niven's organ bank problem. A more likely source for me would be
people who would die soon anyway and would prefer sooner to later. The
problem with this is that if you have Woundhealer or as soon as you've made
Woundhealer II, there are no such people.  My feeling on the subject is
that Woundhealer at least did not require killing people. Perhaps none of
them did. Vulcan may have just played rough with his toys. That is why
Vulcan cut off Jordan's arm. It wasn't part of the recipe.

>...The fear and suffering would be harder though.  If you pay them
>enough to make it worth their while, they aren't going to suffer as
>much.

Perhaps working harder at making them suffer would be enough. If not and
*if* it's a necessary ingredient we have a problem here. Prisoners might
help here. I suspect that it would be a good idea to declare their
sentences up after their participation in the recipe. If prisoners are
morally or practically unavailable one might make the deal and then go out
of one's way to convince the volunteers that one is going to go back on the
deal and kill them anyway. Another remote possibilty is after making the
deal and before making the new Sword use an original Sword to erase memory
of the deal. I'm not sure that a Sword can be used that way.  Afterward
Woundhealer I or II could be used to restore memory.

Mike
hennebry@plains.NoDak.edu      

------------------------------

Date: 2 Oct 90 08:18:51 GMT
From: draughn@iitmax.iit.edu (Mark Draughn)
Subject: Re: Tales of the Godswords. (SPOILERS)

lev0@ellis.uchicago.edu (Ron Levy (Armchair)) writes:
An amazing article which shows that he too has wasted a lot of time
thinking about these damned Swords.  I have only a few comments:

>Wayfinder is similar; you just ask it which would be the best direction to
>go to, say, maximize your chances of survival (away from Shieldbreaker)

If safety is what you seek, you would do better without Wayfinder:
"The Sword of Wisdom lightens loads,
 but adds unto their risk."

>Enough silly questions for one day, let's have some fun with them.  And as
>Donna Barr says, "Anyone who takes this seriously, deserves to."

Hah.  If you wield Shieldbreaker and the Mindsword, and hang Coinspinner at
side, are you invincible?  What if you also stab yourself in the heart with
the Sword of Mercy?  Coinspinner will eventually take itself away from you,
but if you also have Wayfinder, you can just go find it.

BTW, I'm trying to figure out if there was any dramatic purpose to the loss
of two swords in the third book.

I can understand why Saberhagen removed the Sword of Justice: Its power is
to make things come out balanced, to right wrongs, and pronounce fate; in
other words, it brings the story to an end.

Townsaver, on the other hand, is exciting and has lots of possibilities.
It seems a shame to no longer have it around.  I mean, if you wanted to get
rid of a Sword, get rid of Dragonslicer.  It's use is so limited, it serves
little purpose.  Stonecutter runs a close second, although Saberhagen
manages to use it in a great fantasy detective story.

I started this thread by asking if there were any other books about the
Swords, or if the series has stopped with the Fifth Book of Lost Swords.  I
have received no answer, but there has been no mention of a sixth book
although Mindsword's story is supposed to be forthcoming.  So, does anybody
have recommendations of books that are similar?  What other books might be
enjoyed by someone who enjoyed the stories of the Swords?

Mark Draughn
Academic Computing Center
Illinois Institute of Technology
10 W. 31st Street
Chicago, Illinois  60616
+1 312 567 5962
draughn@iitmax.iit.edu
SYSMARK@IITVAX.BITNET

------------------------------

Date: 2 Oct 90 17:28:18 GMT
From: ap1i+@andrew.cmu.edu (Andrew C. Plotkin)
Subject: Re: Tales of the Godswords. (SPOILERS)

Armchair@ellis.uchicago writes:
>Sightblinder hides you from the Mindsword as long as you don't get too
>close, would it do as well against Soulcutter?

Sightblinder protects you from the Mindsword because of the "Who holds SB
has clear sight" (probably misquoted) clause. That is, the Mindsword
surrounds its wielder with a glamour of charisma, leadership, beauty,
whatever. This is not precisely an illusion, but it's close enough that
Sightblinder will let you see through it.

Soulcutter doesn't produce illusion, so Sightblinder has no effect.

>Someone posted on this topic, but I wasn't convinced; if you were holding
>Sightblinder and someone tossed Farslayer at you, could it find you?
>Would it just hover until you foolishly put Sightblinder down or sheathed
>it?

I like that. Maybe Farslayer would only work if the thrower knew the target
was holding Sightblinder. (Recall that Sightblinder only partially works
against someone who knows that it's in use; he can't recognize the wielder,
and he has a induced tendency to forget that it's in use but, as long as he
keeps in in mind, the wielder appears to shift shape repeatedly.)

> Can Wayfinder find someone holding Sightblinder?

For the same reason, Wayfinder would probably take you to the right person,
but you would tend not to think of it. You think the Sword had screwed up,
or was pointing the guy, or whatever.

>Without Shieldbreaker, how in the heck do you do ANYTHING to someone
>holding Sightblinder and Coinspinner?  You'd have to do it by random
>chance, and that's all in HIS favor, not yours.

How does Sightblinder help him? I don't think you can do anything to
Coinspinner's wielder, except wait for it to leave him; but at that point,
Sightblinder won't protect him from a determined search (track down hints
of important people seen in the wrong place), and it certainly won't
protect him in a fight. (Much.)

>Could someone wield both the Mindsword and Soulcutter at once, using the
>Mindsword to bolster his will sufficiently?

I don't recall that Mindsword has any effect on its wielder. (Then again,
maybe I don't recall.)

>Again, if you can slay things with Farslayer as well as people, could you
>tie Stonecutter to Farslayer and destroy an entire fortress/walled city?

Tying things to Farslayer seems to be stretching things. Farslayer goes
through walls without leaving holes. Presumably it would go through ropes
and knots as well.

>Without Shieldbreaker or Doomgiver, what can you do to the
>Sightblinder/Mindsword combination?

Live on a different continent.

Kent Perrier@ucsbuxa.ucs writes:

>Someone brought up the point of someone useing two Swords at the same
>time.  If I remember correctly, in The First Book of Swords, Mark grabs
>BOTH Coinspinner and Sightblinder and the the power of the two Swords
>causes Mark to be knocked out. (If I remember correctly.  It was at Sir
>Andrews fair.)  I'm not sure which two Swords it was but I remember that
>he DID touch BOTH Swords at the same time and he was injured as a result.

It happened several times in the course of the trilogy. It wasn't an injury
per se, just a very weird feeling. I don't think Saberhagen ever went
anywhere with the idea.

------------------------------

Date: 2 Oct 90 19:28:26 GMT
From: ars3_cif@uhura.cc.rochester.edu (Aaron Sher)
Subject: Re: Tales of the Godswords. (SPOILERS)

hennebry@plains.NoDak.edu (Michael J. Hennebry) writes:
>>fair.)  I'm not sure which two Swords it was but I remember that he DID
>>touch BOTH Swords at the same time and he was injured as a result.
>
>My recollection is that Mark just felt weird enough to worry about what
>was happening, but not hurt much.

Actually, Mark was knocked out by the force.  He woke up later unharmed
though.  This has been downplayed very severely in later books, and really
no longer means anything at all.  In one of the latest books (5, I think),
he's touching two Swords, and says something like "you remember when this
used to bother us?".  Ah well, another dramatic opportunity down the tubes.

------------------------------

Date: 2 Oct 90 21:49:33 GMT
From: sksircar@phoenix.princeton.edu (Subrata Sircar)
Subject: Re: Tales of the Godswords.

hennebry@plains.NoDak.edu (Michael J. Hennebry) writes:
>sksircar@phoenix.Princeton.EDU (Subrata Sircar) writes:
>>...It absorbed most of his godhead in the Third Book of Swords.  ...
>
>I'm not sure what you mean here. Shieldbreaker caused Vulcan to lose a
>fight.

In the Third Book of Swords it states that (paraphrased from memory)
"...Shieldbreaker thrummed in his hand, drawing more and more of him into 
the blade.  Increasingly, all that existed was his right arm and the Sword
it held..."

Or something like that.  The general tone is right, but the words aren't.
It drew him into the Sword until he couldn't let go, and by the end of the
fight, he couldn't even maintain his giant size.

>It's already established the Woundhealer cannot resurrect the dead. It's
>also established that Wouldhealer can prevent otherwise fatal injuries
>from being fatal. This would make Farslayer untrustworthy.

Why?  It's done exactly what you asked - it stabbed the target right
through the heart.  Vengeance is yours.  The fact that this doesn't kill
him, or that (say) demons can't be killed like that, doesn't make the Sword
untrustworthy - it makes you an idiot for using the wrong weapon.

>This would make Woundhealer untrustworthy since one of its powers is to
>*prevent* death.

Nope.  At least, not as far as I'm aware.  It has already been established
that Woundhealer cannot cure non-physical injuries (like Adrian's
psychically imposed blindness) nor can it cure love (or else Woundhealer
could have cured Aphrodite) and both of these things could cause death.
Woundhealer is the Sword of Love, the Healer, and like most healers it has
limitations.  The fact that other Swords can exceed its limitations doesn't
make it untrustworthy.

>Don't take the Sword of Justice's name too literally. If it dispensed a
>God's idea of Justice, it would not have aided a mortal against a God.

The verse in the song about the Swords says nothing about turnabout, it
reinforces the idea of Justice.  Also, a God would be perfectly willing to
aid a mortal against a God, just as long as it wasn't him.  Remember all
the petty bickering?  These Gods didn't stand together against anything.
Lastly, it may partake of some abstract idea of Justice, which affects both
men and Gods.  I really doubt Vulcan read the Code of Hammurabi into the
Sword :<)

>I think that it is [turnabout]. I'm not aware of any clues to the
>contrary, except the one involving Shieldbreaker.

We've only got one sample and the song to go on.  The song explicitly
states that Shielbreaker has direct power over the other Swords:

"I ... and shatter Swords,
 None stands to Shieldbreaker.
 My edge is the fount of orphans' tears,
 My edge the widowmaker."

and the verse for Doomgiver supports the idea of Justice, and says nothing
about turnabout.

Subrata Sircar
sksircar@phoenix.princeton.edu

------------------------------

Date: 2 Oct 90 21:58:29 GMT
From: sksircar@phoenix.princeton.edu (Subrata Sircar)
Subject: Re: Tales of the Godswords. (SPOILERS)

As someone posted, NO sword can overcome Shieldbreaker in its element.
Remember the song?

"I break shields and shatter Swords (capitalized in original)
 None stands to Shieldbreaker
 My point's the fount of orphans' tears
 My edge the widowmaker."

Shieldbreaker would shatter any Sword brought against it, unless:

Farslayer
Woundhealer (although you'd be stupid to use it as a weapon)
Dragonslicer
the Mindsword
Soulcutter
Coinspinner (althought its luck powers would allow it to leave and
never come in contact)
Wayfinder
Doomgiver (SB explicitly shatters other Swords, although Justice could come
back and cause you to lose anyway - a case where both powers are
fullfilled)
Sightblinder (although you could probably escape, if you were cornered you
might be in trouble)
Stonecutter
Townsaver

The trick is, never come in open combat with Shieldbreaker.  Let
Sightblinder tell him you're his loving mother, or let Wayfinder point you
a way out, or let Stonecutter cut through that wall at your back.

Subrata Sircar
sksircar@phoenix.princeton.edu

------------------------------

Date: 2 Oct 90 17:58:10 GMT
From: ward@tsnews.convergent.com (Ward Griffiths)
Subject: Re: ... and other Saberhagen stuff

> _The Dracula Tape_ is far more engaging and interesting than Bram
> Stoker.)

A few months back I read the two books in parallel.  Quite amusing.  I
started with "The Holmes-Dracula File", which referred to "The Dracula
Tape", but was published earlier by Ace.  I'd like to have seen the series
continue after "Dominion", as I found them far superior to The _n_ books of
Swords.  I have so far not even started The _n_ Books of Lost Swords.

>I do wish he'd do something more with the Leader from _A Century of
>Progress_.  That one is almost crying for a sequel; maybe even one that
>ties in with _Mask of the Sun_ in a time-wars vein.

Which leader?  The one from some unspecified future, or the one from the
1930's?  I found that book to be one of the more entertaining time-wars
books I've run across and now that I think about it, it was never mentioned
in the Nazi alternate histories thread a few weeks back.

Ward Griffiths

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	   Television - Alien Nation (3 msgs) & Night Gallery &
                        Space:1999 & Logan's Run &
                        Star Trek (9 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 5 Oct 90 00:22:48 GMT
From: jcr@mbunix.mitre.org (Rogers)
Subject: Alien Nation

Hey, anybody know what happened to "Alien Nation" the TV show?  Is it dead
or what?

------------------------------

Date: 5 Oct 90 16:09:45 GMT
From: ccicpg!cci632!deb@uunet.uu.net (Deborah Brown)
Subject: Re: Alien Nation

jcr@MBUNIX.MITRE.ORG (Rogers) writes:
>Hey, anybody know what happened to "Alien Nation" the TV show?  Is it dead
>or what?

The latest rumor I got out of the Viewers for Quality Television's
newsletter says Fox has purchased 2 two-hour scripts for movies to plug
into their Monday night movie schedule.

The show did rather poorly on Monday nights, and they want to put two hour
Alien Nation movies on that very night.  Sheesh.  This is assuming the VQT
have the most current, not to mention correct information.

There are still people out here writing to Fox trying to get Alien Nation
back.  If you would like to contribute a card and postage to the cause, you
can write:

   Peter Chernin
   Head of Broadcasting
   Fox, Inc.
   10201 West Pico Blvd.
   Executive Building   Room 336
   Los Angeles, Ca.  90035

Debbie Brown
UUCP: cci632!jloda!deb
Internet: deb%cci632@ritcsh.csh.rit.edu

------------------------------

Date: 5 Oct 90 23:17:34 GMT
From: myhre@plains.nodak.edu (Robert Myhre)
Subject: Re: Alien Nation

>Hey, anybody know what happened to "Alien Nation" the TV show?  Is it dead
>or what?

  I rather liked Alien Nation and they took it off of the air.  SO what do
they pick up instead - Super Force.  What a pathetic show.  I think Fox
needs to re-evaluate its method of determining what shows to air and which
ones not to air.

------------------------------

Date: 8 Oct 90 01:52:26 GMT
From: MFDICK01%ULKYVM@pucc.princeton.edu (Mark Dickson)
Subject: Rod Serling's Night Gallery

This is a two-fold question. Can anyone out there cite me a work that
serves as a reader's guide to the old "Night Gallery" TV series? What I'm
looking for is a plot synopsis, writers, actors references.

The question I'm trying to answer with this is who wrote the story that
dealt with the Earwigs. Those nasty little cranial worms that eat their way
from one ear straight through to the other. I'm sure it's someone known in
the horror literature, but I can't fine a single clue in all the references
I've consulted.

Mark Dickson
University of Louisville

------------------------------

Date: 11 Oct 90 03:01:04 GMT
From: cfogg@milton.u.washington.edu (Chad Fogg)
Subject: Space:1999 to be released on VHS beginning Jan, 1991

J2 Communications of LA, California have announced that they are going to
release all 48 episodes of Space:1999 beginning in January, 1991 on VHS
home video.  A tape will likely be released each month, or each second
month, though that has yet to be announced with certainty.

Each tape will contain 4 episodes  - 2 from Year 1 and 2 from Year 2.

In October or November the pre-release information should be issued to
video store operators, and as mentioned above, the targeted release date
for the first tape is January.

J-2 Communications, which owns the video rights to the series, contaced The
International Space:1999 Alliance, a fan organization for the series, for
consultation on which episodes should be placed together on tape.

------------------------------

Date: 11 Oct 90 03:20:26 GMT
From: cfogg@milton.u.washington.edu (Chad Fogg)
Subject: TNT to repeat "Logans Run" first episode Sat 13 Oct

Cable channel TNT is apparently beginning another run of the "Logan's Run"
TV series with the broadcast of the 90-minute pilot episode this Saturday @
1:30PM Pacific.

This is the chance to catch it for those of you who were caught off-guard
last July.

------------------------------

Date: Thu, 11 Oct 90 08:00:52 EDT
From: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu (SF-LOVERS)
Subject: SPOILER WARNING

****WARNING****

The following messages feature a discussion of "Star Trek: The Next
Generation."  Some of the material and comments presented in this
discussion may give away key elements of the plot.  Those of you that have
not yet seen the shows, may want to skip these messages.

Saul Jaffe
Moderator SF-LOVERS Digest
sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu

------------------------------

Date: 4 Oct 90 22:55:03 GMT
From: bcrowley@mips.com (Brian Crowley)
Subject: Re: Borg Nuking...

ghhart@eos.ncsu.edu (Gregory Hughes Hart) writes:
>afo9ewo@CABELL.VCU.EDU (Eric W. Olive) writes:
>>     I'm not big on Star Trek trivia, but has the Federation forgotten
>> how to produce nuclear weapons.  For the sake of the innocent people
>> about to be "BORGED" (sp?) I'm sure that whipping out some major
>> kilotonnage would have been worth it.  I mean, they did lose forty ships
>> at Wolfe's Point.
>
>Since nuclear weapons are obsolete compared to the more superior phasers
>and photon torpedoes (which are simply matter-antimatter missiles), and
>the fleet was STILL wiped out, I don't think a megaton H-bomb would have
>done anything, much less a KILOton.

True, but what about the electromagnetic pulses caused by a nuclear
reaction of the megaton size...

What exactly do shields keep out?  We know that they can block tractor
beams of the borg (albeit for a short time).  But what about E-mag. pulses?
If I don't understand shields perfectly, sorry, I have a life outside of
net.life :-) 

Brian Crowley
bcrowley@mips.com

------------------------------

Date: 3 Oct 90 17:03:51 GMT
From: goudreau@dg-rtp.dg.com (Bob Goudreau)
Subject: Re: Borg Resolution

ram@attcan.UUCP (Richard Meesters) writes:
>>I also fail to believe that they could not just terminate CyberPicard.
>>They were expendable units for Goddess Sake!
>
> Then they'd have to go to all the trouble to get another human who has
> Picard's knowledge of the Federation and Humanity and start again.

Sorry, this doesn't wash.  If the Borg had even the intelligence of a
flatworm, the very first thing they would have done after adding the Picard
node to BorgNet would be to take a core dump of his knowledge and store it
someplace else.  Of course, I happen to think this information diffusion
takes place automatically anyway, due to the nature of their collective
mind.

After all, you back up and/or replicate your important data, don't you?
Why would the Borg be content to store *their* important data only in a
single fragile vessel (i.e., Picard)?

Bob Goudreau
Data General Corporation
62 Alexander Drive			
Research Triangle Park, NC  27709
USA
+1 919 248 6231
goudreau@dg-rtp.dg.com
...!mcnc!rti!xyzzy!goudreau

------------------------------

Date: 4 Oct 90 13:59:06 GMT
From: aganaf@merrimack.edu
Subject: BEST OF BOTH WORLDS PART II: Star Trek begins its 4th.

STAR TREK: THE NEXT GENERATION 

   For those Trekies who missed out on the season premier, you missed out
on something big!  As you remember, it ended its third season by having the
ENTERPRISE fight the Borg ship, and having Captain Jean-Luc Picard being
captured.  "Best of Both Worlds II" was the title of the season's opener.

   At the end of "Best of Both Worlds I," Picard was captured by three
Borgs who had transported on to the bridge, after a short battle.  The
ENTERPRISE then chased the ship into the solar system, running on low
power, while at the same time keeping up with the Borg ship.  When they
finally caught up, Worf, Crusher, Riker, and (I don't remember her name)
the one second only to Riker, beamed abord the Borg ship to find Picard.
They found his uniform and communicator, but couldn't find him.  He WAS on
board.  Adapting quickly to the new phaser frequencies, the Borgs
"constructed" Picard so that he became one of them.

  The away team was then beamed back aboard, trying to make a decision
about Picard.  Riker made the decision to destroy the Borg ship, at the
cost of Picard's life.  That's how part one finished.  Part 2 opened up
with Riker becoming commander of the ENTERPRISE, and through most of the
show, decided on his second in command - Data, Worf or the newcomer.  He
chose the newcomer.  The Borg ship took a lead on the ENTERPRISE and headed
for Earth.  In doing so, it destroyed 2/3 of the Federation.  To make a
long story short, Data and Worf took off on a shuttle and tried to
penetrate the Borg's shield.  The ENTERPRISE split in two, saucer and main,
and distracted the Borgs.  Worf and Data used a special transporter from
the suttle, beamed aboard, found Picard, used Spock's Vulcan nerve pinch,
and got him out of there.  The Borg ship then went on self-destruct and
blew up.

   The crew thought that this might have some effect on Picard.  It did
somewhat, but they were able to revitalize him, and get him out of the Borg
uniform.  Riker handed back his command to Picard.  When Crusher asked him
how he felt, he responded to her by saying: "I feel like a human again, a
human with a headache..."  That will be one of the most classic lines of
this year's season premieres.

------------------------------

Date: 6 Oct 90 17:03:04 GMT
From: dweingar@csserv1.ic.sunysb.edu (David Weingart)
Subject: Re: Star Trek: The Next Generation season premier

The best way to describe it was more, "Borg Go To Sleep, Borg Blow up."

_Lousy_ design for _any_ system that complex but, I can almost hear the
Borg voiceover from last season, "Failsafes are irrelevant."

Typical New Trek plotting - let's spend all our time building up an episode
and then end it real quick.  They must have miserable sex lives if this is
any indication!  :{)

David Weingart
dweingar@ic.sunysb.edu

------------------------------

Date: 9 Oct 90 13:54:57 GMT
From: mwhite@byson.mitre.org (Mike White)
Subject: Star Trek: The Next Generation

Synopsis of last week's plot (minor spoilers, for those who haven't seen it
yet):

The Enterprise parks in orbit about Mother Earth, secure in the embrace of
a giant face-grabber from the movie Alien.  Everyone then gets in touch
with his/her/its feelings.

Questions this raises:

Why does everyone in France speak with a British accent, except Picard's
brother, who speaks with a German accent?

How could a home in 24th century Europe, even a rural home, have far less
technology than a present-day 20th century home?  Even given that Picard's
brother is an atavistic Luddite, my guess would be that 24th century power
and food distribution, communications, etc. would result in _some_ visible
technology.  Was the terminal Picard used part of the household system, or
did he bring it with him from the Enterprise?  Looked like StarFleet issue
to me.

Why are there roads (looking well used, at that), when certainly all
transport on Earth must be accomplished by beaming or air/space craft?
Walking paths, bike paths... yes, but why dirt roads wide enough for a
truck?

Why did Picard keep his feelings about his Borg eperience from Troy, when
her official StarFleet function is helping the crew with exactly such
problems?

How could you tell that O'Brien, the transporter operator, is an enlisted
man and not an officer?  How is his uniform/insignia different?

The best part of the episode was the relationship between Worf and his
adopted parents.  Here he is, trying to maintain the personna of a fierce
Klingon warrier, and his Mom shows up and turns out to be Aunt Bea from
Mayberry!  Reminds me of the time _my_ mother visited me at the office.

------------------------------

Date: 9 Oct 90 17:38:38 GMT
From: GIFFORD%uhavax.DECnet@uhasun.hartford.edu
Subject: Star Trek NG

   I just saw the episode when Picard goes back to Earth to visit his
brother, etc.  I was quite bothered by two things - Troi and Guinan.  It
seems like they go around, busting into everyone's business.  I realize
that Troi is a counselor, but I was ready to strangle her by ten minutes
into the show.  She goes around, reading everyone at will, deciding that
she knows better than they what is good for them.  It's a gripe I've had
for quite some time, but his episode really brought it out.
   And Guinan.  She seems to know everything about anything anyone should
happen to be interested in.  And she is always saying it in such a way that
person sees her point and, of course, changes the way they are behaving.  I
understand her function, the old bartender who listens to everyone's
problems but the way that she is responding is annoying to me.  I would
like the writers to make her respond differently, maybe not always have the
answer to everything.
   I'm sorry if I am attacking anyone's favorite characters, they have just
bugged me for some time now.  That's all I have to say.

Andy Gifford
GIFFORD@Hartford

------------------------------

Date: 9 Oct 90 17:48:27 GMT
From: scott@kong.gatech.edu (Scott Coulter)
Subject: Re: Star Trek: The Next Generation

mwhite@BYSON.MITRE.ORG (Mike White) writes:
>Synopsis of last week's plot (minor spoilers, for those who haven't seen
>it yet):
>The Enterprise parks in orbit about Mother Earth, secure in the embrace of
>a giant face-grabber from the movie Alien.  Everyone then gets in touch
>with his/her/its feelings.
>
>Questions this raises:
>
>Why does everyone in France speak with a British accent, except Picard's
>brother, who speaks with a German accent?

I expect that the present day Brits will be glad to find out that, by the
24th century, Britain has _finally_ conquered France!  :-) (no flames
please, I like France just fine, this is just a joke)

The more "realistic" answer here is that, since English is the standard
language for the Federation, it is surely also the standard all over Earth.
(no value judgements here, just stating "star-trek-facts").  One can
presume that when English was made the official language of Europe, most
Frenchmen were taught English by Englishmen, so they now all speak it with
a British accent.

>How could a home in 24th century Europe, even a rural home, have far less
>technology than a present-day 20th century home?

I would think that the *average* 20th century home has a heck of a lot less
technology in it than the one you live in, and the type of home you're
referring to.  Certainly there are many homes now in which the technology
is less than what might be available; in some cases this is even by choice
of the owner.

>Why are there roads (looking well used, at that), when certainly all
>transport on Earth must be accomplished by beaming or air/space craft?
>Walking paths, bike paths... yes, but why dirt roads wide enough for a
>truck?

Maybe it's still too expensive to use aircraft for agricultural cargo
transport, and farmers still use trucks in the 24th century.  Maybe by the
24th century, people of earth have learned not to use a jackhammer when a
screwdriver will work just fine.

>Why did Picard keep his feelings about his Borg experience from Troy, when
>her official StarFleet function is helping the crew with exactly such
>problems?

It was clearly stated in the opening sequence of the show that Picard had,
in fact, been actively involved in counseling from Troi, and that he had
shared many of his feelings with her.  Obviously, he couldn't share with
her stuff which was still deeply buried in his subconscious, now could he?
Since junior officers don't usually kiss their captain's goodbye, I have
assumed that Troi and Picard have been spending *quite* a lot of time
together recently.  I expect that he had quite a lot to discuss with Troi
when he returned from his trip to Earth.

>How could you tell that O'Brien, the transporter operator, is an enlisted
>man and not an officer?  How is his uniform/insignia different?

The same way you can tell which persons are Lieutenants, Lt. Commanders,
Commanders, Captains, etc.  Starfleet uniforms have rank indicators on the
collars.

Scott D. Coulter
Software Engineering Research Center		
Georgia Institute of Technology 
uucp: ...!gatech!ics!scott
InterNet: scott@ics.gatech.edu

------------------------------

Date: 9 Oct 90 18:30:00 GMT
From: BKANE@iubacs.bitnet
Subject: ST:TNG BoBW II

Why are you assuming the Romulans have been duking out with the Borg? The
Enterprise first encountered the Borg so far away from Federation space
that without Q's intervention it would have taken 50 years at maximum warp
for the Enterprise to get back home. If the Borg were just now reaching
Federation space, they would also just now be reaching the Romulans and the
Klingons.  The Romulans have obviously been busy with internal matters,
since they use the outpost incidents to inform the Federation that "We're
back!"

And not to burst any bubbles, but notice that in last week's episode
"Family" Riker is back down to 3 pips on his collar. At the con here in
Indy a few weeks ago they indicated that no one was leaving, no one was
"being promoted", etc. It's silly to think that the producers would screw
up their successful casting at this late date given the Gates McFadden
fiasco two years ago.

It was VERY interesting to SEE Earth in the 24th century, don't you think?

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	    Books - Card (3 msgs) & Cooper & Eddings (7 msgs) &
                    Request Answer & Requests (4 msgs) &
                    SF Convention Murder Mysteries (2 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 10 Oct 90 04:56:56 GMT
From: chuq@apple.com (The Wandering Phew)
Subject: Orson Scott Card news

Just FYI, got some info on Scott Card. The third book of the Ender's Game
series has been turned in. Title is XENOCIDE and will be published in
hardcover August 1991. Turns out this will not be the last book in the
series, he ran out of book before he ran out of story. It will probably be
four books total.

On Alvin Maker: two more books (at least) planned, still being written
(read: not turned into the publisher, so at least 24 months or more away).
Tenatively titled ALVIN JOURNEYMAN and ALVIN MAKER.  There is the
possibility of a sixth to be called THE CRYSTAL CITY.

But he's just turned in the first book of a planned five book series titled
The Homecoming Saga. Title not yet leaked, sorry. That'll be out sometime
after XENOCIDE.

Chuq Von Rospach
chuq@apple.com

------------------------------

Date: 11 Oct 90 06:50:14 GMT
From: lopez!traal@sharkey.cc.umich.edu (Traal the Brave)
Subject: Alvin Maker books by Orson Scott Card

I just finished reading Prentice Alvin, book 3 of the Alvin Maker series.
About 3/4 of the way through the book, I thought that everything was going
to be wrapped up by the end.

Faux pas.  I guess that was a spoiler.  I neglected to mention that for
those of you that haven't had the pleasure of reading this series.  You
have been warned.

Anyhow, being only mildly disappointed that I don't know how things are
going to turn out, but also wildly excited that there will be more books to
read on this subject, I just wanted to share my enthusiasm with you on
this.  If you're interested in reading them, they are:

Seventh Son;
Red Prophet;
and
Prentice Alvin.

Also, apparently there is a novella called: Hatrack River that is really
the first book, er, bookella, and takes place before Seventh Son.

This series of books deals with an alternate America, back in the times
that the east coast was sparsely settled and "red" men lived west of the
Mississippi.  Things like hexes and other such witchcraft (is that the
proper term?) work, though they are not practiced by witches, but rather by
the population at large, as everyone has a "knack", or special ability.
There are Torches, who can see the heartfire's of people around them, and
look into their many futures and see what is possible for them, depending
on the choices they make during their lives.  Dowsers can find water
underground, by means of a divining rod.  Finders can locate people by
examining something of that person.  And a Maker can... create.  But there
hasn't been a Maker for a thousand years, or more.  Then little Alvin
Miller was born: the seventh son of a seventh son, all of his brothers
alive, and the thirteenth child.  And the Torch who "saw" his birth saw
that all the paths of this child's future lead to his death.

EXCELLENT books!

rutgers!sharkey!lopez!traal

------------------------------

Date: 10 Oct 90 09:40:28 GMT
From: seanf@sco.com (Sean Fagan)
Subject: Re: Given story, what are the title and writer?

olorin@wam.umd.edu (Laura Burchard, guest) writes:
>While I'm on the subject of Card's books, is there an earlier version of
>Hart's Hope?  When I picked up the paperback, it seemed somewhat different
>than the book I had gotten from the library years before.

There are, believe it or not, three versions of _Hart's Hope_.  The first
was a novella, which I read in a year's best collection, many, many years
ago.  Since I'd read the novella, and liked it, I picked up the book when I
saw it, an indeterminate amount of time later.  It was an expansion of the
novella (of course).

Then, a couple of years ago, I saw HH in a bookstore, and, since I no
longer had the other copy, bought it and read it.  It, too, was an
expansion of the original novella, but was, in some senses, *very*
different from the first bookly incarnation.

Spoilers for the two books below:

The second book has God taking a much more important role (this is what I
always think of when people talk about Card and his religious influence).
Also, the ending is ambiguous in the second book, but not the first (in the
first book, he just lived, and wept at a statue of Youth).  I preferred the
first book in that respect.

But one thing I *really* like about the second book was related to the
expanded religious themes.  In the second book, the protagonist (whose name
I forget for the nonce) saves the three (or four, depending on how you
count) deities of that world, and they *instantly* abandon him.  His whole
life had been arranged so that he could be useful to them, yet, once used,
his fate was no longer important.

Anyway, if you can get both books, I'd say go for it.  I'd be willing to
buy the first incarnation from someone who didn't want to keep it.

Sean Eric Fagan
(408) 458-1422 
seanf@sco.COM  
uunet!sco!seanf
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Date: 9 Oct 90 21:59:51 GMT
From: PYC119@uriacc.bitnet (Indigo)
Subject: RE: Louise Cooper's INDIGO series

   Has anyone heard anything about the next book in this series?? I.e when
it's coming out?

------------------------------

Date: 8 Oct 90 15:41:23 GMT
From: shen@cae.wisc.edu (Shen Tan)
Subject: Fantasy: David Edding's Malloreon series

Does anyone know if/when the final volume of the Malloreon series by David
Eddings is coming out?

The last book 'Sorceress of Darshiva' came out late last year, and I've not
seen anything since then.

Eddings is also writing another series at the same time. The first book of
that series 'The Diamond Throne' (I think) also came out last year, but the
sequels have yet to appear.

Don't you wish he would stick to finishing one series before embarking on
another?

Hope to receive good news about the Malloreon.

Thanks.

Shen-Hsiao Tan
shen@cae.wisc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 8 Oct 90 22:08:20 GMT
From: kazrak@pawl.rpi.edu (Roger B Jones Jr)
Subject: Re: Fantasy: David Edding's Malloreon series

shen@CAE.WISC.EDU (Shen Tan) writes:
>Does anyone know if/when the final volume of the Malloreon series by David
>Eddings is coming out.
>
>Hope to receive good news about the Malloreon.

Sorry to disappoint you, but according to the Boston Globe, it will be out
in October 1991.  The Globe supposedly asked the publisher, so that would
be about the best estimate we'll find for a while.  Nothing like a good
long wait to heighten the suspense, eh?

kazrak@pawl.rpi.edu
kazrak@mts.rpi.edu
kazrak@RPITSMTS.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 9 Oct 90 14:05:00 GMT
From: WELDENTB%MYOC@dupont.com
Subject: Eddings

I'm new to SF-LOVERS, so please forgive me if this subject has been
discussed in the past.  I just finished _Demon Lord of Karanda_ (book
number 3 of David Eddings' _Mallorean_ series), and I was wondering if
anyone has any information on when book number 4 (_Seeress of Darshiva_ or
something like that) is scheduled to be available in paperback.

Also, I'd like some other opinions on David Eddings other work (such as
_The Belgariad_ series).  For those who are unfamiliar with the work of
Eddings, _The Belgariad_ is a five book set, and _The Mallorean_ is a five
book "continuation" (I hate the idea of _The Mallorean_ being a sequal).
The concepts are fairly common fantasy stuff, but I think that Eddings does
an amazing job of keeping things interesting (a lot of "good vs evil"
stuff).  So far all 8 books (five from _The Belgariad_ and three from _The
Mallorean_) have been real page-turners.  Any other opinions?

Finally, anyone out there read _The Diamond Throne_ (first book of Eddings
new series)?  If so, is it worth the money in paperback?

Brian

------------------------------

Date: 8 Oct 90 14:48:39 GMT
From: CHRISTO@wehi.dn.mu.oz
Subject: Eddings releases

Regarding the Eddings series - Malloreon and Elenium.

I don't know the situation in the States but, here in Melbourne, Minotaur
books says they'll have `The Ruby Knight' which is part 2 of Elenium by the
22nd of this month.  They are definite about this.

Seeress of Kell (Malloreon pt 5) is still vague although they have given me
a date of mid-July.  Then again, this is about the 15th different release
date I have been given from my various sources.  Who knows.

------------------------------

Date: 10 Oct 90 09:34:09 GMT
From: goldfarb@ocf.berkeley.edu (David Goldfarb)
Subject: Re: Fantasy: David Edding's Malloreon series

kazrak@pawl.rpi.edu (Roger B Jones Jr) writes:
>Sorry to disappoint you, but according to the Boston Globe, it will be out
>in October 1991.  The Globe supposedly asked the publisher, so that would
>be about the best estimate we'll find for a while.

   In this context, it is interesting to read this month's letter column of
_Locus_ magazine. It has the story of a terminal cancer patient who was
able to procure the loan of a completed manuscript of _The Seeress of
Kell_.
   Question of the day: If they have a completed manuscript, why are they
waiting over a year before bringing out the book?

David Goldfarb
goldfarb@ocf.berkeley.edu

------------------------------

Date: 10 Oct 90 15:16:47 GMT
From: markl@uokmax.ecn.uoknor.edu (Mark A. Lindsay)
Subject: Re: Fantasy: David Edding's Malloreon series

goldfarb@ocf.berkeley.edu (David Goldfarb) writes:

>   In this context, it is interesting to read this month's letter column
>of _Locus_ magazine. It has the story of a terminal cancer patient who was
>able to procure the loan of a completed manuscript of _The Seeress of
>Kell_.
>
>   Question of the day: If they have a completed manuscript, why are they
>waiting over a year before bringing out the book?

   Answer: The publisher is holding out on us.  By releasing one Eddings
hardback each year around Christmas, they get the most money for their
trouble.

Mark A. Lindsay
Engineering Computer Network
University of Oklahoma
markl@uokmax.ecn.uoknor.edu

------------------------------

Date: 10 Oct 90 17:50:30 GMT
From: meltsner@crd.ge.com (Kenneth J Meltsner)
Subject: Re: Fantasy: David Edding's Malloreon series

It's not really fair to say the publisher is holding out on you for not
releasing a book that is finished.  There are a number of legitimate
reasons not to:

(1)  The manuscript was turned in early

(2) The publisher feels that the author's (and its) income will be
maximized by a once-per-year release (King is one of the few authors that
can support multiple books per year, in the opinion of many publishing
types), especially if the paperback is expected to sell well

(3) The copy-editing/production process can take a long time, especially if
the manuscript needs work - first it goes to the editor, then the author,
then the editor again, then the copy editor, then the author, then the
editor again, then the typesetter, then the author, then the typesetter
...

(4)  They're planning a big event for the release.

With the exception of instant trilogies like Cherryh's Cyteen(s), a book a
year is pretty reasonable, as it tends to maximize profits and provide a
reasonable amount of time for production.  If the author feels seriously
held back, he or she is likely to go to a new publisher.

And you could always buy the books and stick someplace safe until the
series is completed.

Ken Meltsner        
GE Research and Development Center
P.O. Box 8, Room K1/MB207	  
Schenectady, NY 12301             
(518) 387-6391
meltsner@crd.ge.com

------------------------------

Date: 4 Oct 90 05:25:14 GMT
From: csusac!potter@csufres.csufresno.edu (david potter)
Subject: Re: Story ID request

rwpratt@Neon.Stanford.EDU (Robert W. Pratt) writes:
>    This is an old, old story a friend of mine is looking for info on.
> It's about an advanced Atlantean civilization getting its energy by using
> ion beams to tap into the Van Allen belt. Through misfortunes and
> mistakes a solar flare zaps one of their ion beams, which then fries the
> Earth's surface. Only groups living underwater and in space survive, and
> this somehow leads into the story of Genesis.  I'm lost on this one, so
> please send me any info you might have. 

This sounds *very* much to me like one of Walt and Leigh Richmond's lesser
efforts.  If memory serves (and it may not!  It's been around twenty years
since I saw this one!) it was an Ace edition, possibly a double novel from
the sixties.  I can't for the life of me remember the title, but perhaps,
given the name of the writers, you can find a reference.

If this is the same book your buddy is looking for, it plays so fast and
loose with established historical fact that it can only be regarded as an
exercise in fantasy suitable for a quick read.  Of course, it is far more
scientifically based than the works of Shaver, Velikovsky, or certain other
folks peripherally involved with SF who've taken it upon themselves to
re-write known history.

Difference was, the Richmonds did it for *fun*, not as part of an attempt
to found or support a religion.  *grin*

------------------------------

Date: 2 Oct 90 03:00:55 GMT
From: cs631124@umbc5.umbc.edu (cs631124)
Subject: New Destinies

   Anyone know if Baen Books still publishes its quarterly paperback
magazine _New Destinies_?  I have half a dozen issues from 88/89, but have
been unable to locate more.

   Thanks.

------------------------------

Date: 4 Oct 90 00:05:03 GMT
From: wgn@csc.canberra.edu.au (Wes Nicholson)
Subject: Re: Felines in SF

   When I was young(er), I read a series of books about a race of blue cat
people called Wykzll (I think), who were very honourable and who were
almost always warring with humanity. There were always stasis boxes lying
around from some old civilization. Does anyone know the series? Lots of
people tell me _Known Space_, but I can't find any blue cats in there.

   Help, please. 

Wes Nicholson
wgn@csc.canberra.edu.au

------------------------------

Date: 8 Oct 90 14:47:08 GMT
From: ckatz@truth.hep.upenn.edu (Charlie Katz)
Subject: book of short stories

A few years ago, I read a book which was a collection of short stories.
They were very strange, but interesting.

One was about a spaceship pilot who was marooned on a planet which had no
green on it.  The man had gone insane.  The only time he could see green,
which reminded him of Earth, was when he fired his gun which put out a
green beam.  Every time someone would show up on his planet, he would shoot
them, overcome with happiness at the green color, because it reminded him
of Earth.

Another was about a kid who was in some sort of miltary school. Part of the
training was playing space-war simulations on a computer.  This one kid was
noted for being very good at them.  One day, his teachers told him they
wanted him to take a special test.  They put him at a terminal while many
important military people watched.  He fought the hardest battle he had
ever seen in the game and won. Afterwards, he found out that the whole
time, his people had been at war.  Unbeknownst to him, these "games" were
actual battles which he was controlling.  The last "test" was the one which
won them the war.

Does anybody know the title or author of this collection?  I have been
trying to find out for a long time.  Any ideas would be greatly
appreciated.

Thanks.

Charlie Katz
University of Pennsylvania
Department of Physics
209 S. 33rd St.
Philadelphia, PA 19104
(215) 898-1867	
ckatz@truth.hep.upenn.edu

------------------------------

Date: 9 Oct 90 04:16:36 GMT
From: kfl@quake.lcs.mit.edu (Keith F. Lynch)
Subject: Prometheus awards

Does anyone know who won the the Prometheus awards (for Libertarian
fiction) this year?  These are awarded at the world SF convention, which
was more than a month ago now.

Keith

------------------------------

Date: 9 Oct 90 17:15:47 GMT
From: philj@tekig5.pen.tek.com (Phil K Jansen)
Subject: SF Convention Murder Mysteries (was BIMBOS OF THE D. S.)

My wife and I collect Murder Mysteries Set At Science Fiction Conventions.
I know it's a limited genre, but we've got a budget.

The ones we know of are:

   _Murdercon_, by Richard Purtill
   _Now You See Him/It/Them_, by Coulson and DeWeese
   _Bimbos Of The Death Sun_, by Sharyn McCrumb

   (related, fun, but not a murder mystery):
   _Charles Fort Never Mentioned Wombats_, by Coulson and DeWeese

Notice I didn't include _Murder at the ABA_, by Asimov.  Were talking
SCIENCE FICTION, here.

I really like Coulson and DeWeese's stuff.

Anyone know of any other MMSASFCs?  Reply to me, I will summarize.

Thanks.

Phil Jansen
philj@tekig5.pen.tek.com

------------------------------

Date: 10 Oct 90 22:19:50 GMT
From: sethb@fido.morgan.com (Seth Breidbart)
Subject: Re: SF Convention Murder Mysteries

philj@tekig5.PEN.TEK.COM (Phil K Jansen) lists murder mysteries that take
place at sf cons:

>   _Murdercon_, by Richard Purtill
>   _Now You See Him/It/Them_, by Coulson and DeWeese
>   _Bimbos Of The Death Sun_, by Sharyn McCrumb

Just for the fun of seeing the reactions, I'll post the name of another
one:

   _Sci-Fi_, by William Marshall

Seth Breidbart
sethb@fir.morgan.com

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
***********************
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Today's Topics:

	   Books - Feist (7 msgs) & Hubbard & Hughart (3 msgs) &
                   Kurtz & McCaffrey & Shupp & Watt-Evans &
                   Ecological Science Fiction (4 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 8 Oct 90 23:00:21 GMT
From: GWO109@uriacc.bitnet (J Metz)
Subject: Re: Feist

   I have noticed some problems while reading _Prince of the Blood_.  While
on the whole, an outstanding book, there are several glaring errors.  For
example, When Borric meets Suli, the child is known only as 'the boy', and
even without introducing himself, Borric addresses the boy as 'Suli'
Likewise when Nakor was introduced and we learn his last name without it
actually being presented.
   I liked _Prince_, but didn't find it as compelling as the original
Riftwar Saga.  I also was extremely disappointed that Pug/Milamber wasn't
used at all, particularly since he was my favorite character :) All in all,
though, I enjoyed the book, and would highly recommend it, even if you're
not a die-hard Feist fan.

------------------------------

Date: 9 Oct 90 23:01:39 GMT
From: aboisvert@amherst.bitnet
Subject: R. Feist's Elves (Midkemia)

Since somebody mentioned Midkemia, I have to ask something of all you
astute persons out there - has anybody noticed that all the terminology
associated with Feist's elves are actually words constructed from Elvish
(i.e. Tolkien's) language elements?

Valheru= "Power Lords" (Val+Heru)
Moredhel="Black elf" (Mor+Edhel)
eledhel="Star Elf"
Aglaranna="Glory Gift" (Aglar+Anna)
glamredhel="Din Elf" (glam+r+edhel)

and of course "Eldar."

Does anyone know why Feist chose to do this? In other respects Midkemia
seems to be a fairly original creation, but occasionally I suspect that
Feist is not its original (or at least not its sole) inventor. The other
names are clever, but "Eldar" is such an appalling imitation of Tolkien,
that I truly question what good ol' Ray was thinking.

Any Explantions?

Also, any news on Midkemia/Kelewan stuff in the works?

Tony

------------------------------

Date: 10 Oct 90 12:32:48 GMT
From: schmidgr@sage.cc.purdue.edu (George Schmidt)
Subject: Re: R. Feist's Elves (Midkemia)

aboisvert@amherst.bitnet writes:
>Since somebody mentioned Midkemia, I have to ask something of all you
>astute persons out there - has anybody noticed that all the terminology
>associated with Feist's elves are actually words constructed from Elvish
>(i.e. Tolkien's) language elements?
>
>Valheru= "Power Lords" (Val+Heru)
>Moredhel="Black elf" (Mor+Edhel)
>eledhel="Star Elf"
>Aglaranna="Glory Gift" (Aglar+Anna)
>glamredhel="Din Elf" (glam+r+edhel)
>
>and of course "Eldar."
>
>Does anyone know why Feist chose to do this? In other respects Midkemia
>seems to be a fairly original creation, but occasionally I suspect that
>Feist is not its original (or at least not its sole) inventor. The other
>names are clever, but "Eldar" is such an appalling imitation of Tolkien,
>that I truly question what good ol' Ray was thinking.

I never noticed this before, but I find it very interesting now that you
mention it.  I do not, however, think that this detracts from the Midkemia
series (which btw, I consider to be second only to Lord of the Rings) Why
complain about Feist using Tolkien's language?  It is (as far as I know)
the only one of its kind.  No one complains when some modern writer alludes
to Shakespeare.  I may be stretching the analogy a little but I feel that
it is a valid one, after all, Tolkien did invent the genre.  I also tend to
believe that Feist used those names as a little game to see if anyone
noticed and as a tribute to Tolkien as he could have easily made up other
names off the top of his head if he had wanted to.

>P.S. Any news on Midkemia/Kelewan stuff in the works?

I don't know.  But on a related note, has anyone read Feist's `Fairy Tale`?
How was it?  Worth buying?

George Schmidt
schmidgr@sage.cc.purdue.edu

------------------------------

Date: 10 Oct 90 14:33:04 GMT
From: alberti@cs.umn.edu (Albatross)
Subject: Re: R. Feist's Elves (Midkemia)

aboisvert@amherst.bitnet writes:
>Since somebody mentioned Midkemia, I have to ask something of all you
>astute persons out there - has anybody noticed that all the terminology
>associated with Feist's elves are actually words constructed from Elvish
>(i.e. Tolkien's) language elements?

Yes.  Has anybody noticed that "Kelewan" from the "Riftwar Saga" and later
the series including "Daughter of Empire" is highly derivative of M.A.R.
Barker's "Empire of the Petal Throne" (EPT)?  Has anybody noticed that the
entire Riftwar Saga is a two-dimensional cardboard-cutout portrayal of
"Dungeons and Dragons meets the Empire of the Petal Throne"?

>In other respects Midkemia seems to be a fairly original creation,

Read M.A.R. Barker's "Man of Gold" and "Flamesong".  Understand that these
novels were based on his role-playing game system (RPG) and setting which
predates Dungeons and Dragons (Gygax and Arneson were players in Barker's
EPT game before creating D&D).  The novels are entertaining and you will
enjoy reading them for their own sake.  Then reread the Kelewan events in
the Riftwar Saga and judge for yourself.

Understand that Feist derived some events and settings for his novels from
experiences RPG-ing.  According to Feist (I've spoken to him about this) he
was unaware that the EPT-based RPG setting that he gamed in was not an
original invention of the fellow who ran the game.

>but occasionally I suspect that Feist is not its original (or at least not
>its sole) inventor.

I commend you on your cautious skepticism.

>The other names are clever, but "Eldar" is such an appalling imitation of
>Tolkien, that I truly question what good ol' Ray was thinking.

What I believe he thought was that he could get away with this.  Sales on
his books seem to back him up.

schmidgr@sage.cc.purdue.edu (George Schmidt) writes:

>I never noticed this before, but I find it very interesting now that you
>mention it.  I do not, however, think that this detracts from the Midkemia
>series (which btw, I consider to be second only to Lord of the Rings)

This strong attachment to Feist's poorly-written novels is what prevents
many people from listening to and considering the assertion that his novels
are derivative.

>Why complain about Feist using Tolkien's language?  It is (as far as I
>know) the only one of its kind.  No one complains when some modern writer
>alludes to Shakespeare.  I may be stretching the analogy a little but I
>feel that it is a valid one, after all, Tolkien did invent the genre.  I
>also tend to believe that Feist used those names as a little game to see
>if anyone noticed and as a tribute to Tolkien as he could have easily made
>up other names off the top of his head if he had wanted to.

This is called "playing the apologist".  It's a form of denial, and
demonstrates an unwillingness to accept ideas that do not fit one's
worldview.  The fallacy of your argument is the assertion that something is
not wrong if "everyone does it".  I'll leave the response up to your
mother, who undoubtedly told you at some point "if everyone jumped of a
bridge, would you?"

Bob Alberti
Micro and Wkstn Networks Ctr
U of MN
UUCP: nic.MR.NET!boombox.micro.UMN.EDU!alberti
INET: alberti@boombox.micro.UMN.EDU    

------------------------------

Date: 10 Oct 90 14:56:55 GMT
From: erich@near.cs.caltech.edu (Erich Schneider)
Subject: Re: R. Feist's Elves (Midkemia)

Isn't Midkemia one of those worlds which had its origin in a role-playing
game? If so, Feist may have used Tolkien's Elvish languages as the Elvish
languages in his game, and the usage stuck into the books.

Of course, he is guilty of using two radically different languages as
though they were the same one, but that's another story.

erich@tybalt.caltech.edu
erich@through.caltech.edu

------------------------------

Date: 10 Oct 90 19:10:17 GMT
From: RKW1@psuvm.psu.edu (Rick Walsh)
Subject: Feist's Daughter of the Empire

    In this work Feist focuses on the world of the Tsurani, one girl in
particular and her rise to power in the game of the counsel. I found this
book very good. Some of the plot twists were predictable but all in all I
found the girl's (I forget her name) survival instinct and cunning very
exciting. I hope to see more on the Tsurani from Feist. Does anyone know if
he is going to write further about this? I would like to hear what you
thought of this work.

------------------------------

Date: 11 Oct 90 01:27:52 GMT
From: haste+@andrew.cmu.edu (Dani Zweig)
Subject: Re: Feist's Daughter of the Empire

The sequel, "Servant of the Empire", is already out in hardcover.  I hope
it'll be as good as the original.

Dani Zweig
haste+@andrew.cmu.edu 

------------------------------

Date: 10 Oct 90 02:47:27 GMT
From: golden@eniac.seas.upenn.edu (Stephen Golden)
Subject: L. Ron Hubbard

I read Battlefield Earth a few months ago, and it mentioned that a film was
coming soon.  Of course, this book was made a few years back.  Does anyone
know if a movie is really coming, or did it die with Hubbard?

Also, did anyone order the soundtrack?  I was very tempted.  A soundtrack
for a book is an interesting idea.  Could Hubbard compose, or was he just
after more money?

Stephen Golden
golden@eniac.seas.upenn.edu

------------------------------

Date: 8 Oct 90 17:37:59 GMT
From: dant@mtdoom.wr.tek.com (Dan Tilque)
Subject: Bridge of Birds by Barry Hughart

Based on several recommendations from this net, I read _Bridge of Birds_ by
Barry Hughart.  I second the recommendations unconditionally.

[The following may contain some oblique SPOILERs but probably only if you
are as smart as Master Li.]

The book, I believe, is based on a Chinese legend and/or myth.  It's well
known that many legends and myths are inspired by (or created to explain)
natural phenomenon.  Something I read on the last page lead me to
conjecture that this was one of those myths.

The phrase that gave me the idea was "great glorious explosions of stars
streaked across the sky".  This phrase reminded me of descriptions of
meteor showers, some of which have been extremely prolific in certain
years.  Then I realized that the events on the last page happened on the
seventh day of the seventh month (Chinese).  The Chinese calendar is
variable in its New Year, but in at least some years, this date should
coincide with the Perseid meteor shower.

Could it be that the legend this book was based on was inspired by an
especially prolific Peseid?

Dan Tilque
dant@mtdoom.WR.TEK.COM

------------------------------

Date: 9 Oct 90 15:49:13 GMT
From: aboisvert@amherst.bitnet
Subject: Re: Bridge of Birds

Bridge of Birds is one of my all time favorite fantasies.  It has a sequel,
- - The Story of the Stone, also quite good. It seemed to me that, although
there is reference to Chinese legends and history, the book is primarily a
work of the imagination. It also, IMHO has subtle points to make here and
there about *modern* China (the same goes for the Story of the Stone for
that matter.

Tony

------------------------------

Date: 10 Oct 90 13:37:18 GMT
From: meltsner@crd.ge.com (Kenneth J Meltsner)
Subject: Re: Bridge of Birds

Master Li fans will be please to know that there will be another book about
his adventures coming out in the next few months (hardcover, I believe,
from Foundation - my wife has the proof at home).

Ken Meltsner
GE Research and Development Center  
P.O. Box 8, Room K1/MB207	    
Schenectady, NY 12301               
(518) 387-6391
meltsner@crd.ge.com

------------------------------

Date: 8 Oct 90 15:56:15 GMT
From: lim@freezer.it.udel.edu (Julie Lim)
Subject: Re: Missing Books (Vaporreads?)

olorin@wam.umd.edu (Laura Burchard, guest) writes:
>DSS1@utahlib.BITNET (Dave Sanderson) writes:
>>Several weeks ago, I believe someone mentioned that Katherine Kurtz's new
>>Deryni book was coming out in hardback.  I just wanted to confirm this so
>>that I don't miss it.
>
>Is this the beginning of the Childe Morgan series?  That was what she was
>working on last I heard.  I assume that it covers the youth of Morgan and
>how he helped Kelson's father defeat whathisname the pretender.
>Interestingly, a short story covering that battle was the only thing left
>out of her Deryni Archives.

   I would imagine that it's the second book in the "Heirs of Saint Camber"
trilogy, of which the first book was published last January. Kurtz usually
only works on one trilogy at a time, so far, anyway.
   The story of Morgan's and Brion's defeat of the Marluk _was_ in the
_Archives_. I don't remember the title, but the frame tale involved a
younger Wencit and a very young (thirteen?) Charissa. The story that _was_
left out involved Morgan's parents and Brion's father (Kelson's
grandfather), which sets may have a certain intersection.

------------------------------

Date: 8 Oct 90 22:53:32 GMT
From: gminette@polyslo.calpoly.edu (The Sylver Dragon)
Subject: Re: Book publishing dates?

abrogel@amherst.bitnet writes:
>Does anyone know when McCaffrey's _All the Wyers of Pern_ is coming out?
>Also, what (in general) is it about and when in Pern's history does it
>fall?

I can't help you with WHEN it'll come out, but I've heard from a couple
different sources (including an interview that was done with Anne herself)
that AtWoP will be a followup to _The White Dragon_ and _Renegades of
Pern_.  As a guess from the timing, it probably will be covering the Weyrs
as they transfer to the Southern Continent where F'lar wished to have a
place where the Weyrs would never have to depend on the Holds during an
interval again.

BTW, I still think that DragonsDawn screams for a sequel!

------------------------------

Date: 11 Oct 90 06:58:11 GMT
From: lopez!traal@sharkey.cc.umich.edu (Traal the Brave)
Subject: Soldier of Another Fortune, by Mike Shupp

Wow.

That's what I have to say after finishing this book, the third in The
Destiny Maker's series, by M. Shupp.

These are not easy books to read.  In fact, you have to STUDY them.  But I
find myself reading them, and rereading them, not only because I have to,
just to make some sense of what he's written but, also because they are
strangely intriguing.  The premise is something that's been done before -
going into the past to change the future, though this time the "past" is in
our future, after the downfall of this 'era' of Man, which is 90,000 years
in the past of the "present" they are trying to change.

In the first book, With Fate Conspire, Shupp introduces us to the
protagonist and sets the scene.  In the second book, Morning of Creation, a
second character is developed, and explanations are given that relate to
book 1.  In the third book, the two protagonists set out on a mission.

Undoubtedly these are the most complexly plotted books I've ever read.  The
reading is so slow because often esoteric references are made that require
much thought to follow (for me, anyway), but still I can't put the books
down.

Any comments by other readers?

rutgers!sharkey!lopez!traal

------------------------------

Date: 11 Oct 90 00:07:14 GMT
From: DRUCKER@dickinsn.bitnet ("Drucker, Thomas")
Subject: Watt-Evans Prospective

   The current plan seems to be for Lawrence Watt Evans' next work for Del
Rey to be in the form of a trilogy (the Three Worlds Trilogy, to be
precise).  Prospective titles are Empire and Shadow, The War Against
Shadow, and The Brown Magician.  It will probably be a while before even
the first volume is in the stores, and the last volume is likely to be a
couple of years down the road.  

Thomas Drucker

------------------------------

Date: 2 Oct 90 03:00:55 GMT
From: cs631124@umbc5.umbc.edu (cs631124)
Subject: Re: Ecological Themes

   And for the person searching for stories with ecological themes, how
about Ellison's short story "Ecowareness?"

------------------------------

Date: 9 Oct 90 23:34:00 GMT
From: CILIBERT@ctrvx1.vanderbilt.edu
Subject: Re: Request for Ecological Science Fiction

For fun, there is always Harlan Ellison's short story "Ecowareness," which
appears in his collection APPROACHING OBLIVIAN.

Jon Ciliberto
CILIBERT@vuctrvax

------------------------------

Date: 9 Oct 90 17:41:33 GMT
From: alex@cs.glasgow.ac.uk (Alex Ferguson)
Subject: Re: Request for Ecological Science Fiction

dweingar@csserv1.ic.sunysb.edu (David Weingart) writes:
>On the less good side, I recall a truly dreadful novel I read a few years
>back called _The_Last_Gasp_, by an author who's name I've mercifully
>forgotten entirely.

Being in a merciless mood, I'm forced to tell you that the author was
Trevor Hoyle. (No, not the astronomer, that's Fred.)

Non-recommendation seconded.

Alex Ferguson
alex%cs.glasgow.ac.uk@nsfnet-relay.ac.uk
alex@glasgow.uucp
...!mcvax!ukc!cs.glasgow.ac.uk!alex

------------------------------

Date: 9 Oct 90 17:13:12 GMT
From: todd@ohsuhcx.ohsu.edu (Todd Ellner)
Subject: Re: Request for Ecological Science Fiction

Greg Bear's fiction has some ecological themes.  The best by far are Frank
Herbert's Dune and The Green Brain as well as the _classic_ Seed Stock (a
short story).  My other nominee for top ecological sf is Courtship Rite by
Donald Kingsbury, an absolute must.  Most sf authors, alas, have little or
no understanding of the science of ecology.  These two do.  In fact, my SO
is thinking of requiring Dune and Courtship Rite the next time she teaches
beginning ecology.

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	    Books - Anthony & Blish (4 msgs) & Bull & Eddings &
                    Feist (4 msgs) & Friedman & Hodgell & Hubbard

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 11 Oct 90 13:15:52 GMT
From: rma@acd4.acd.com ( R Matthew Adams     )
Subject: Athony's New book _Firefly_

   Has anybody else read the new book by Piers Anthony, _Firefly_??  
 
   It's really more horror/suspense than science fiction but I still think
it was excellent, so much better than the last few in the Incarnations
series.

   _Firefly_  is currently only available in hardback I believe.

------------------------------

Date: 12 Oct 90 18:02:21 GMT
From: ST401844@brownvm.brown.edu (Stewart Crall)
Subject: James Blish

James Blish uses a lot of neat ideas in his books.

He has one book called "Titan's Daughter" which deals with using genetic
methods which work on plants on humans.  This creates giants like Wells'
Food of the God's eaters, who are supposedly smarter than people as well as
bigger and stronger.

He has another book where people go around reading the minds of people
after they die.  This has been done a lot, for example Seaton reading the
minds of Fenechrome in EE Smith's Skylark books, but Blish has this in a
near future, Cold-War or Post-holocost world (it's been a while since I
read the book) where ghouls (or maybe vampires) go around looking for
people to eat.

He has another one where people experiment with a machine to transmit
information instantaneously like in Hogan's "Thrice Upon a Time".  The
problem with Blish's machine is that there is an unpleasant BLEEP every
time it is used.  This all leads to a World similar to Asimov's "End of
Eternity" after some fun deductive steps.

He has several with cities flying around in space.  These differ from the
standard conception of a city in space by being an ordinary terrestrial
city to which a dome has been added and some spindizzy apparatus built
beneath all the buildings so that the cities are exactly like terrestrial
cities, and they plant themselves on various planets when work needs to be
done.  One of these books has a planet with tribal savages who are amazing
chemists and have jet planes.  This planet is one of my favorite mixing of
backwardness and superscience, sort of like VanVogt's "Wizard of Lin" world
where nomads wielding bows and arrows travel around in spaceships.

He also has a downer of a book where a sun explodes, so most of the people
die, but a few leave in arks sort of like the Balmer/Wylie "When Worlds
Collide".  This journey is a sad one like Anderson's "Tau Zero", because of
there being no way back, but the book is still diverting.  Also on the sad
side was a book about an overpopulated world sort of like Silverberg's
dreary utopian books.

The main problem with Blish is that he wrote some Star Trek books.  This
would lead someone to think that he does not extrapolate ideas well, but is
one of those people who are just good at writing dime novels with quick
preset characterizations.  Fortunately I had read 5 or 6 of his books
before I found out he was one of the Star Trek hacks.  I have never tried
any of his Star Trek books, except one which I found hardcover for 15c and
could not resist.  It wasn't too bad.  But it was just a repackaging and
summarization of Star Trek episodes.

------------------------------

Date: 12 Oct 90 20:31:07 GMT
From: ses3@quads.uchicago.edu (Steven Schwartz)
Subject: Re: James Blish

   I recall reading somewhere that Blish in his "Cities in Flight" series
used Dirac communicators which were supposed to be instantaeous because
time was deterministic, so you could listen to any Dirac message ever sent
(or to be sent) and it didn't matter, due to the determined nature of time.
   Philip K. Dick did something similar in "The World Jones Made", in which
one of the main characters could see precisely one year in the future, yet
could not alter it.  He was, in effect, doomed to live his life twice, with
a one-year interval separating them.
   My question is this: Are there other books using determined futures and
communications/precogs/timetravel, and does this make more "sense" in plots
that the standard non-determined future?  It gets around the paradoxes,
true, but it also renders time-travel almost trivial.

Steven Schwartz
ses3@midway.uchicago.edu

------------------------------

Date: 13 Oct 90 02:17:27 GMT
From: mss2@quads.uchicago.edu (Michael S. Schiffer)
Subject: Re: James Blish's reuse of ideas

ses3@quads.uchicago.edu (Steven Schwartz) writes:
>I recall reading somewhere that Blish in his "Cities in Flight" series
>used Dirac communicators which were supposed to be instantaeous because
>time was deterministic, so you could listen to any Dirac message ever sent
>(or to be sent) and it didn't matter, due to the determined nature of
>time.

Actually, this is just one example of an interesting habit of Blish's:
using the same idea in different stories, without any attempt to tie them
together into a single future histories.  Indeed, it's usually clear that
the differences are too great for them to be at all consistent with one
another.  Examples:

Dirac communicators ( "Beep"/_Quincunx of Time_[A novel expanding "Beep"],
Cities in Flight, and possibly "Surface Tension" and others in the same
series) Note that the Dirac beep and its implications are either
nonexistent or undiscovered in the other series.

TDX, a "gravity-polarized explosive", the explosion expanded in a disk,
making it a great cutting tool.  (Cities in Flight, "The Day After
Judgment", _A Case of Conscience_, and I believe others.)

The Vegan Tyranny, an interstellar empire overthrown by Earth (Cities in
Flight, his Star Trek storyizations [what is the word for "novelization" if
a TV show is turned into a short story?]  He used the VT as the reason the
_Enterprise_ couldn't just go looking for a high tech planet when stuck in
the 20th century.)

It was disconcerting to notice at first, as most authors following
Heinlein, use just such references to clue the reader in that two stories
take place in the same universe.  Thus a reference to the "Harriman
Foundation" tells us that we're in the same world as "The Man Who Sold the
Moon", and in turn that story's reference to the roads strike of '76 leads
us to "The Roads Must Roll".  Still, I can understand Blish not wanting to
throw a neat idea away just because the last world he used it in isn't
suitable for this story.

Mike
mschiffer@aal.itd.umich.edu
Mike_Schiffer@ub.cc.umich.edu
mss2@midway.uchicago.edu

------------------------------

Date: 13 Oct 90 07:21:16 GMT
From: boyajian@ruby.dec.com (Cisco's Buddy)
Subject: Re: James Blish's reuse of ideas

mss2@quads.uchicago.edu (Michael S. Schiffer) writes:
> ses3@quads.uchicago.edu (Steven Schwartz) writes: 
>>I recall reading somewhere that Blish in his "Cities in Flight" series
>>used Dirac communicators which were supposed to be instantaeous because
>>time was deterministic, so you could listen to any Dirac message ever
>>sent (or to be sent) and it didn't matter, due to the determined nature
>>of time.
[...]
>Dirac communicators ( "Beep"/_Quincunx of Time_[A novel expanding "Beep"],
>Cities in Flight, and possibly "Surface Tension" and others in the same
>series) Note that the Dirac beep and its implications are either
>nonexistent or undiscovered in the other series.

If I recall, he also uses a Diracian explanation for the transporters in
his one Star Trek novel (not adapted from any series episode) SPOCK MUST
DIE!

 --- jayembee (Jerry Boyajian)
UUCP:	...!decwrl!ruby.enet.dec.com!boyajian
ARPA:	boyajian%ruby.DEC@DECWRL.DEC.COM

------------------------------

Date: 12 Oct 90 06:47:26 GMT
From: boyajian@ruby.dec.com (Cisco's Buddy)
Subject: Emma Bull (Re: 'War of the Oaks' and 'Gossamer Axe')

JOEWHITE@uncg.BITNET writes:
>Does anyone know if Emma Bull has written anything else on her own.
>(Besides War of the Oaks and Falcon?)  I did enjoy her stuff.

Well, aside from what appears in the Liavek series, there are the following
three novelettes:

"The Rending Dark"
   SWORD AND SORCERESS (DAW, 1984), edited by Marion Zimmer Bradley

"Danceland" [written with Will Shetterly]
   BORDERTOWN (NAL, 1986), edited by Terri Windling & Mark Alan Arnold

"A Bird That Whistles"
   HIDDEN TURNINGS (Metheun, 1989 & Greenwillow, 1990), edited by
     Diana Wynne Jones

 --- jayembee (Jerry Boyajian)
UUCP:	...!decwrl!ruby.enet.dec.com!boyajian
ARPA:	boyajian%ruby.DEC@DECWRL.DEC.COM

------------------------------

Date: 11 Oct 90 16:06:46 GMT
From: ST701816@brownvm.brown.edu (Arshad Ahsanuddin)
Subject: Re: SF-LOVERS Digest   V15 #353

On the subject of _The Diamond Throne_ by David Eddings: get this book only
if you're a die-hard Eddings fan. In simplest terms, the plot is ripped off
from the second half of the Riftwar series by Raymond Feist, the
setting/society is ripped off from the Deryni series by Katherine Kurtz,
and the characters are ripped off from the Belgariad and the Mallorean by
Eddings himself. Basically, the _Elenium_ seems to be his way of playing
with the characters he's dreamed up in the Belgariad and the Mallorean, by
changing their names, setting, adventures and seeing how they respond to
the different scenario. I personally liked it, but that's just because I
like Eddings' writing style. Otherwise, don't bother. The rest of the stuff
is done much better in the original treatments.

------------------------------

Date: 11 Oct 90 09:44:20 GMT
From: klaus@diku.dk (Klaus Ole Kristiansen)
Subject: Re: R. Feist's Elves (Midkemia)

aboisvert@amherst.bitnet writes:
>Since somebody mentioned Midkemia, I have to ask something of all you
>astute persons out there; has anybody noticed that all the terminology
>associated with Feist's elves are actually words constructed from Elvish
>(i.e. Tolkien's) language elements?
>
>Valheru= "Power Lords" (Val+Heru)
>Moredhel="Black elf" (Mor+Edhel)
>eledhel="Star Elf"
>Aglaranna="Glory Gift" (Aglar+Anna)
>glamredhel="Din Elf" (glam+r+edhel)
>
>and of course "Eldar."
>
>Does anyone know why Feist chose to do this? In other respects Midkemia
>seems to be a fairly original creation, but occasionally I suspect that
>Feist is not it's original (or at least not it's sole) inventor. The other
>names are clever, but "Eldar" is such an appalling imitation of Tolkien,
>that I truly question what good ol' Ray was thinking.
>
>Any Explantions?

Then there is this scene where the good guys want to cross the mountains,
but the passes are closed by snow. Fortunately there are tunnels, actually
old dwarf mines, under these mountains. Does this remind anyone of some
other story?

The Riftwar series was good, light reading, but nothing special. Daughter
of the Empire was MUCH better (IMHO of course). Has anyone got a date for
Servant of the Empire?

Klaus Kristiansen

------------------------------

Date: 11 Oct 90 17:24:45 GMT
From: mok@pawl.rpi.edu (... Mok)
Subject: Re: Feist's Daughter of the Empire

Rick Walsh <RKW1@psuvm.psu.edu> writes:
>    In this work Feist focuses on the world of the Tsurani, one girl in
> particular and her rise to power in the game of the counsel. I found this
> book very good. Some of the plot twists were predictable but all in all I
> found the girl's (I forget her name) survival instinct and cunning very
> exciting. I hope to see more on the Tsurani from Feist. Does anyone know
> if he is going to write further about this? I would like to hear what you
> thought of this work.

You don't have to go too far. If you liked the world and the author, look
up the Riftwar Saga (Four books) by Feist. Some of it takes place on
Tsurani and some of it on the other side of the rift (remember the war that
was taking place: this is it).

Enjoy.

------------------------------

Date: 11 Oct 90 14:25:52 GMT
From: raleff@jhunix.hcf.jhu.edu (Raleff the Wanderer)
Subject: Re: Feist's Daughter of the Empire

RKW1@psuvm.psu.edu (Rick Walsh) writes:
>    In this work Feist focuses on the world of the Tsurani, one girl in
> particular and her rise to power in the game of the counsel. I found this
> book very good. Some of the plot twists were predictable but all in all I
> found the girl's (I forget her name) survival instinct and cunning very
> exciting. I hope to see more on the Tsurani from Feist. Does anyone know
> if he is going to write further about this? I would like to hear what you
> thought of this work.

   At the end of Faerie Tale, the book that he was listed as working on was
_Prince of the Blood_ AND _Servant of the Empire_, the sequel to
_Daughter_.  Plus, when flipping through the SF Book Club catalog, I ran
across a listing for _Servant of the Empire_ by Raymond Feist and Janny
Wurts, but it was in hardcover.

raleff@jhunix.hcf.jhu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 12 Oct 90 11:01:13 GMT
From: DWATKIN@liverpool.ac.uk (David Watkin)
Subject: Re: Prince of the Blood (was SF-LOVERS Digest   V15 #348)

I should think that Feist is probably planning on writing another book
about Pug.  When Pug leaves Stardock and is asked whether he will be
returning, he says something along the lines that they wouldn't want to see
him again after where he is going or what he is going to do.  There must
be some reason for this statement.

David Watkin
Computer Laboratory
University of Liverpool
PO Box 147
Liverpool
England

------------------------------

Date: 14 Oct 90 20:28:34 GMT
From: netcom!aahz@claris.com (Dan Bernstein)
Subject: New book review -- C.S. Friedman

Last night, about 1:30 AM, I was at a Lucky's, of all places, when I
discovered that _The Madness Season_ had just come out.  This is *not* a
sequel to _In Conquest Born_, her previous book.  I'm not going to do much
spoiling, but I do want to do a decent review.  So, if you just want to
know whether to read it, Joe Bob says check it out.

TMS represents, overall, a maturing in Friedman's writing, not that it had
much improving to do anyways.  Like ICB, the heart of the book deals with
differences in cultures as represented by divisions within and between
races.  One thing I particularly liked about TMS was that the characters
were more dynamic, less locked into static positions.

To put it into literary terms, ICB was a Tragedy, in the Greek sense, while
TMS is not: TMS resists categorization even more than ICB did.  I found TMS
to be less viscerally moving than ICB; largely, I think, because the heavy
emotional load of ICB caused me to be a bit more detached in reading TMS.
(BTW, if you think my paragraphs just represent white space to separate
sentences, rather than being idea blocks, you're right.)

TMS has one main character, and two primary subsidiary characters, with (of
course) a host of lesser characters.  Much of the book is written in the
first person of the main character, Daetrin, with off-center scenes written
in third person omniscient.

Overall, I found TMS to be much more satisfying than ICB, though I think
the quality of the writing was a bit better in ICB.  The crowning touch of
the book is another smashing cover by Michael Whelan.  If I wanted to
complain, I would say that not enough information is given up-front, unlike
ICB; however, that would ruin some of the plotting.

Like ICB, TMS is a mega-novel, ~500 pages.  I'm not that happy with this
format, as it is difficult to hold; but, it is *much* better than trying to
force a split where there is none (and making us wait for the second book,
to boot).  I think that pretty much covers all the ground.  If you liked
ICB, go buy TMS *NOW*.

Dan

------------------------------

Date: 15 Oct 90 06:55:52 GMT
From: farren@well.sf.ca.us (Mike Farren)
Subject: Re: PC Hodgell

>Does anyone have a definitive author's list of PC Hodgell's >works,
especially her stories about Jaime?  >I know she's got the following out :
>    _Godstalk_
>    _Dark_of_the_Moon_
>and a short story in the anthology _Imaginary_Lands_ (I'm pretty
>sure that's the title) edited by Robin McKinley.

Nope, that's it so far.  She did aver, however, that the next Jaime novel
is actually being written, and she might finish it up Real Soon Now.  This
in a conversation I had with her at the Fourth Street Fantasy Convention
last year so keep your fingers crossed!

BTW, For anyone who hasn't read these yet, I recommend them extremely
highly.  Not only do they read well the first time, they hold up
remarkably.  

Mike Farren
farren@well.sf.ca.us

------------------------------

Date: 13 Oct 90 18:31:53 GMT
From: kaufman@delta.eecs.nwu.edu (Michael L. Kaufman)
Subject: New info on L. Ron Hubbard

I was in a local book store yesterday and they had a new book called "Clear
Mind Clear Body" by L. Ron Hubbard.  It was (c) 1990. I skimmed the
introduction and jacket looking for any indication that it had been
published before, or any sort of explanation why a guy who had been dead
for ten years was coming out with a new book.  There was no explanation at
all.  It seems to me that after you die, you have got to slow down.

Anyone who really thinks that he wrote the "Mission Earth" series now has a
new book by him.  As my father pointed out to me, Hubbard was a man too
interested in money to sit on a book after writing it.  Had he written this
one or any of the MI ones, he would have squeezed them for every penny that
he could have right away.

Michael L. Kaufman
kaufman@eecs.nwu.edu

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Today's Topics:

	   Television - Star Trek: The Next Generation (13 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: Mon, 15 Oct 90 08:00:52 EDT
From: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu (SF-LOVERS)
Subject: SPOILER WARNING

****WARNING****

The following messages feature a discussion of "Star Trek: The Next
Generation."  Some of the material and comments presented in this
discussion may give away key elements of the plot.  Those of you that have
not yet seen the shows, may want to skip these messages.

Saul Jaffe
Moderator SF-LOVERS Digest
sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu

------------------------------

Date: 9 Oct 90 18:24:23 GMT
From: vehaag@crocus.uwaterloo.ca (Viktor Haag)
Subject: Re: Star Trek: The Next Generation season premiere

I agree that certain aspects of the 'season premiere' fell well short of
good plotting.  However.  Was it really the season premiere?  It was likely
filmed right after the last episode of last season wasn't it?  Wasn't it
just sort of the teaser to the real season premiere?  The episode I am
referring to was the one that aired this past weekend.

I can only hope that *this* one was the real season premiere.  This was
good stuff.  I think that it was quite possibly the best episode I have
ever seen with two possible exceptions: the Worf goes home to Klingon
epsiode, and the Data is/isn't allowed to make his own decisions episode.

I think that this episode did more to refine and define some characters
then any other epsiode last season (with the caveats mentioned above).  And
how about Patrick Stewart - more acting Patrick, more acting!

The other thing I noticed about it was this: does any one else think that
the writers may be setting up a possible May-December thing between Troy
and Picard?  I say this for a number of reasons:
   i) the rehab after the Borg seems to have brought the two to a closer
relationship than they had previsouly
   ii) Troy seemed overly friendly with Picard, when normally she is fairly
detatched when she is 'doing her job'.
   iii) Picard is the only one on the program who is seems to have been
given the leeway to avoid professional cooperation with Troy.  This is
naturally a function of his rank on the ship, but we have seen in the past
that rank has had little impact on Troy's professional decisions.  And yet
Picard was able to say, in effect, 'mind your own business' to Troy.  Could
Troy be developing romantic feelings towards Picard?  I am trying to
suggest here that the two are really relating on a personal rather than
professional level here; something which is rare for Picard.
   iv) The only person on the ship that Picard seems to be more comfortable
around on a personal level is Guinan.  One might be tempted to think that
he is comfortable around Crusher, but I don't think so.  He seems to be
uneasy around her, perhaps because he has lost the intensity of feeling he
once had for her?

I think that it might make a good subplot, to explore a possible
relationship between Troy and Picard; then we could get a better look at
Crusher's character when she is not being the wimpy left wing doctor - the
jealousy set up between her and Troy might be interesting. It is too bad
that the show is as simplistic in its character plotting as it is, as I
can't quite believe that the writers would stretch this far.  They will
stay with the safe romantic possibilities that are already established:
   Crusher-Picard
   Troy-Riker
   LaForge-Gomez(if she ever returns)
   Worf-the half klingon woman (she may return in the upcoming civil war
fracas)

Yawn.

------------------------------

Date: 5 Oct 90 18:44:00 GMT
From: ragnarok@buhub.uucp
Subject: Re: ST:TNG

>  The borg are merely derivatives of the Cybermen and Daleks from Doctor
> Who.  I sure wish the writers would think of something more original that
> "resistance is useless (futile" which was ripped off from Dougie Adams.
> The Borg obey no one.  They are the superior beings.  Exterminate
> Exterminate.  They even chose a mutant, bald humanoid to lead them.

But the idea of cyborgs and mechanical humans are universal in science
fiction, just as the subject of time travel is.  You can't ignore ideas in
those subjects just because they have been used a lot.  Science fiction
stories will always have these "futuristic" ideas that seem similar, but it
is the way that the author makes them unique.

ragnarok@buhub.bradley.edu     
mlathrum@heartland.freenet.edu 
af547@cleveland.freenet.edu    

------------------------------

Date: 10 Oct 90 18:08:00 GMT
From: GILL@qucdnast.bitnet
Subject: Riker's promotion

   One thing I didn't understand about last week's ST:TNG episode (Family)
- - what happened to Riker's promotion?  He had a field promotion to Captain
(and wore the 4 filled circles of that rank).  At the end of the season
premiere, Picard laments the loss of his former first officer.  Now, field
promotions are not temporary measures, but do they have to be approved by
StarFleet to make them permanent?  No mention of any kind was made to the
matter in the Family episode (which was nicely low-budget to offset the
expensive Best of Both Worlds episodes).
   Any ideas?

Arnold Gill
Queen's University at Kingston
BITNET: gill@qucdnast              
INTERNET: gill@bill.phy.queensu.ca  

------------------------------

Date: 10 Oct 90 22:00:20 GMT
From: akcs.redout@tronsbox.xei.com (Redout)
Subject: Borg Nuking II

I watched the episode of STTNG with the Borg in it, and I've been wondering
about something.  When they beamed aboard the Borg ship, why didn't they
just beam a big antimatter bottle aboard after they got Picard out?  It
would probably have taken care of the whole thing nicely.

------------------------------

Date: 11 Oct 90 13:48:52 GMT
From: mwhite@byson.mitre.org (Mike White)
Subject: Star Fleet Rank

In response to my question about how you can tell an officer from an
enlisted person on the Enterprise, scott@kong.gatech.edu (Scott Coulter)
answers:

"The same way you can tell [about officers] rank insignia on the collars of
their uniforms" (or words to that effect).

The rank buttons are obvious features of the uniform, but I still don't
get it.  The buttons worn by officers seem to me to be indistinguishable
from those worn by enlisted persons, if there really are enlisted
persons in the crew.  O'Brien, who I thought was identified as a Chief
Petty Officer (enlisted), has a uniform and insignia that seem identical
to those of Worf and Data, who clearly are officers.  And while we're on
the subject, what is the significance, if any, of the colors of the
uniforms?  Some of the bridge crew wear red, while others wear gold.  At
first I thought it was something to do with rank or seniority, as the
Captain and First Officer were the ones wearing red.  But when Wesley
Crusher got promoted from whining snotty kid to Commissioned Whining
Snotty Kid, he got a red uniform, so it can't be anything to do with
rank or seniority!

------------------------------

Date: 11 Oct 90 16:18:36 GMT
From: AAW151@uriacc.bitnet (Andy Patrizio)
Subject: ST: TNG

I know, ST has been beaten to death, but I have one observation that I
notice did not get brought out.

It's been a running joke for several seasons now on how literal Data is.
Innuendo goes right over his head every time. So where did his sudden burst
of intuition come from that made him realize that "sleep" wasn't Picard
being exhausted (was it my imagination or was Dr. Crusher being incredibly
stupid for a few moments in that episode?), but that the way through the
Borg net was through the regenerative circuits?

If his lines had been switched with Crusher, it probably would have been a
lot more believable, I think.

Just a side note: I was talking with my literary agent last night, and he
told me that ST:TNG is now taking UNSOLICTED manuscripts. Quoteth the
agent, "They' ll never(more) be lonely again."

Andy Patrizio              
B100C Ellery               
URI                        
Kingston, RI 02881        
(401) 782-2758
Bitnet: aaw151@uriacc.bitnet
Internet: aaw151%uriacc.uri.edu@brownvm.brown.edu
Usenet:  simon@sbs.bbs.com

------------------------------

Date: 11 Oct 90 16:49:26 GMT
From: vehaag@crocus.uwaterloo.ca (Viktor Haag)
Subject: Re: Star Trek NG

GIFFORD%uhavax.DECnet@UHASUN.HARTFORD.EDU writes:
>   I just saw the episode when Picard goes back to Earth to visit his
>brother, etc.  I was quite bothered by two things, Troi and Guinan.  It
>seems like they go around, busting into everyone's business.  I realize
>that Troi is a counselor, but I was ready to strangle her by ten minutes
>into the show.  She goes around, reading everyone at will, deciding that
>she knows better than they what is good for them.  It's a gripe I've had
>for quite some time, but his episode really brought it out.

I agree with you, and the resulting fracas could make a really great plot
thread.  I mean, doesn't anyone ever resent her intrusive behaviour?  So
what if it's her job (ow many times has any one of US ever taken that as an
excuse - 'she's just doing her job'?), she must really bust people's asses
on a regular basis.

I would love to see an episode where Troy tries to deal with a person she
has pissed off with all her prying (I can see that you harbor a lot of
resentment towards me because you feel that I am intrusive. Would you like
to discuss this?).

------------------------------

From: vehaag@crocus.uwaterloo.ca (Viktor Haag)
Date: 11 Oct 90 16:59:54 GMT
Subject: Re: Star Trek: The Next Generation

scott@cc.gatech.edu (Scott Coulter) writes:
>mwhite@BYSON.MITRE.ORG (Mike White) writes:
>>Why does everyone in France speak with a British accent, except Picard's
>>brother, who speaks with a German accent?
>
>The more "realistic" answer here is that, since English is the standard
>language for the Federation, it is surely also the standard all over
>Earth.  (no value judgements here, just stating "star-trek-facts").  One
>can presume that when English was made the official language of Europe,
>most Frenchmen were taught English by Englishmen, so they now all speak it
>with a British accent.

This is already the case.  Frenchmen that take English courses in school
are taught to speak English with a British accent - it only makes sense if
you think about it ( driving that anthropological nasty ethonocentrism out
of sight 8-)).

>>How could a home in 24th century Europe, even a rural home, have far less
>>technology than a present-day 20th century home?
>I would think that the *average* 20th century home has a heck of a lot
>less technology in it than the one you live in, and the type of home
>you're refering to.  Certainly there are many homes now in which the
>technology is less than what might be available; in some cases this is
>even by choice of the owner.

I would also assume that with the social advances that the Federation has
made, that people would be allowed to furnish their home as they would
like.  Keep in mind that the home in question was not a simple rural home -
it was the home of a rich man who had some very reactionary and strong
ideas about technoology.  There are plenty of rich 'back to the Earth-ers'
out there today.

------------------------------

Date: 11 Oct 90 19:00:31 GMT
From: shen@cae.wisc.edu (Shen Tan)
Subject: Star Trek: The Next Generation

> Starfleet uniforms have rank indicators on the collars.

   Indeed, they do. But, they called O'Brien a Chief Petty Officer and he
had two filled (white) pips on his collar. Worf also has two filled pips
and he's a lieutenant. So, how do you tell the difference between a
commissioned and a non-com officer ?

mwhite@byson.mitre.org (Mike White) was right when he questioned the
insignias.

Anybody out there with a ST:TNG Writer's Guide please inform us.

Thanks.

Shen-Hsiao Tan
shen@cae.wisc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 11 Oct 90 19:56:56 GMT
From: YOURAA%morekypr@pucc.princeton.edu
Subject: Star Trek

   The Borg always reminded me less of the Daleks than of Saberhagen's
Berserkers.  Think about it - the same combination of near- mindlessness
and genius, the same fanatical antipathy for all life, they even LEARN like
Berserkers!  They even tried to turn Captain Picard into goodlife.  In my
darker moods, I sometimes think Saberhagen should sue Paramount for ripping
him off.
     And yeah, had I been in the position of our intrepid heroes, my first
thoughts would have been on the possibility of beaming over a few commandos
carrying magnetic bottles of antimatter.  I once sat down and figured out
that one kilogram of antimatter annhilating with one kilogram of matter
would yield energy equivalent to a 44-megaton fusion bomb.  If hand-held
energy weapons can hurt the Borg humanoid components before they analyze
them and turn on their shields, what could the instantaneous four hundred
million degree heat of a thermonuclear-equivalent antimatter fireball do to
them?  Not to mention the positively godawful electromagnetic pulse and
radiation flux.

Al Yourkonis
YOURAA@MOREKYPR.BITNET

------------------------------

Date: 11 Oct 90 20:12:26 GMT
From: gertz@bilge.ece.cmu.edu (Matthew Wayne Gertz)
Subject: STAR TREK: THE NEXT GENERATION (**SPOILERS**)

aganaf@merrimack.edu wrote:
> The Borg ship took a lead on the ENTERPRISE and headed for Earth.  In
> doing so, it destroyed 2/3 of the Federation.

I recall that it destroyed 40-odd ships at Wolf 398 (or whatever that
star's name is).  This certainly could not be 2/3 of the Federation and,
while I may be wrong, I don't think 2/3 ever was mentioned.  That would
indeed have been hard to justify in later episodes, with the Federation
surrounded by Romulans, Ferengi, and other would-be hostiles.  (I'm not
trying to flame here or down below - lord knows I love enthusiasm about one
of my favorite shows, but let's not deprive our fleet of TOO many
ships...8^)

>  When Crusher asked him how he felt, he responded to her by saying: "I
> feel like a human again, a human with a headache..."  That will be one of
> the classic lines of this year's season's premieres.

And probably one of the most misquoted.  I wouldn't bother to correct it,
except that the line as actually spoken is so very important to the
following episode, "Family," that I'll point out that Picard responded to
Troi's question as follows: (looking at his Borgified arm)"Almost human...
with just a slight headache."  A wistful line of dialogue, rather than
comedic, as we see in the final scene with Picard looking out the window,
and in the next episode after the wrestle with his brother.  The "almost
human" scene could have come off very silly ("Oh, he's alright, it's the
end of the episode, and everything's back to normal.") save for some
wonderful acting by Patrick Stewart in that episode and in "Family" (he
impresses me more and more as a good actor every week).

For my part, I enjoyed both episodes.  The premiere could have been worse,
and it makes a certain sense that the Borg ship would self-destruct rather
than risk "infecting" other Borg ships in the universe via a
still-linked-up Picard.  The Borg seem to be the type to cut off an arm to
save a body, and it's not unheard of for ships to self-destruct when
tampered with, to avoid the enemy gaining information (for instance, the
Romulans in "Balance of Terror," or the Orions in "Journey to Babel.")

They didn't need to destroy the Melbourne and forty other ships just to
keep Riker onboard, though!

I'm looking forward to Brent Spiner's performance next week as Dr. Noonian
Soongh, Data, and Lore.  Should be fun.

Matt Gertz
Advanced Manipulator Laboratories
Carnegie Mellon University
gertz@bilge.ece.cmu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 11 Oct 90 18:35:34 GMT
From: ghhart@eos.ncsu.edu (GREGORY HUGHES HART)
Subject: Re: ST: TNG

AAW151@uriacc.BITNET (Andy Patrizio) writes:
> I know, ST has been beaten to death, but I have one observation that I
>notice did not get brought out.
>
> It's been a running joke for several seasons now on how literal Data
>is. Innuendo goes right over his head every time. So where did his sudden
>burst of intuition come from that made him realize that "sleep" wasn't
>Picard being exhausted (was it my imagination or was Dr. Crusher being
>incredibly stupid for a few moments in that episode?), but that the way
>through the Borg net was through the regenerative circuits?
>
> If his lines had been switched with Crusher, it probably would have been
>a lot more believable, I think.

Would it?  Crusher, being a doctor, thinks more of her patients, so "sleep"
to her would mean Picard was tired.  Data IS very literal, but he's also a
faster thinker than humans, and with his machine perspective, plus being
connected into the Borg at the time, why is it unbelievable that he came up
with "sleep" meaning the regenerate mode?

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	   Books - Asimov (2 msgs) & Ellison & Hambly (4 msgs) &
                   Holt (2 msgs) & Kurtz & Leiber & de Lint & 
                   Shupp & Simmons & Watt-Evans (2 msgs) & 
                   Time Travel (3 msgs) & Request Answer

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 10 Oct 90 23:06:47 GMT
From: felix!asylvain@dhw68k.cts.com (Alvin "the Chipmunk" Sylvain)
Subject: Asimov's "Robots and Aliens" (_Maverick_)

Has anyone out there been keeping up with Asimov's "Robot City" series?  Or
more recently, "Robots and Aliens" which follow on the heals thereof?  (Or
does this qualify as FAQ?)

Specifically, does anyone wish to comment about declining quality?  Or am I
all by myself, here?  I would have expected more commentary for an author
as popular as Asimov, even if he isn't the writer of the books in the
series.  But I see nothing in the subject lines for a few weeks now.

I have just finished reading the latest installment, _Maverick_, by Bruce
Bethke, and found it rather disappointing.  I notice that Asimov's usual
introduction was missing.  I have come to expect this intro, usually
reading it before I even get the book home, where some previously
under-explored possibility and/or consequence of robotics was discussed.
(at least under-explored in Asimov's personal work)

It makes me wonder if he only has his name on the book due to contractual
obligations, and otherwise would have dis-associated with it.

I won't get into this any further unless there proves some interest.

------------------------------

Date: 12 Oct 90 22:47:18 GMT
From: hsv3!jls@vicom.com (James Seidman)
Subject: Re: Asimov's "Robots and Aliens" (_Maverick_)

asylvain@felix.UUCP (Alvin "the Chipmunk" Sylvain) writes:
>Has anyone out there been keeping up with Asimov's "Robot City" series?
>Or more recently, "Robots and Aliens" which follow on the heals thereof?
>(Or does this qualify as FAQ?)
>
>Specifically, does anyone wish to comment about declining quality?  Or am
>I all by meself, here?  I would have expected more commentary for an
>author as popular as Asimov, even if he isn't the writer of the books in
>the series.  But I see nothing in the subject lines for a few weeks now.

Perhaps most other people here, like myself, have given up on these books.
I think it's great to give starting writers a chance, but this plan seems
more to place them in Asimov's shadow.  And I just never trust books which
have someone else's name in larger print than the author's.

Jim Seidman
UUCP: ames!vsi1!hsv3!jls
INTERNET: hsv3.UUCP!jls@apple.com

------------------------------

Date: 9 Oct 90 15:37:37 GMT
From: jwilson@ncratl.atlanta.ncr.com (Jeff Wilson)
Subject: The Last Dangerous Visions

Does anybody know when Harlan Ellison is going to publish "The Last
Dangerous Visions"?

------------------------------

Date: 13 Oct 90 18:36:00 GMT
From: WELDENTB%MYOC@dupont.com
Subject: Hambly

Anyone out in SF-LOVER land familiar with the works of Barbara Hambly?
I've read (and re-read) _The Darwath Trilogy_ (The Time of the Dark, The
Walls of Air, and The Armies of Daylight).  Even though it is another case
of a person (or people) who lives in "our" world (even though they don't
quite fit in) winding up in a world where magic, monsters, castles, etc.
exist, they are extremely well written (IMHO, of course).  I've also read
_Those Who Hunt the Night_, a real page-turner (I read it in two evenings)
about vampires.  This one has a VERY interesting twist in it (as compared
to other vampire stories).  Here is my question:

I've seen a couple of other series of books by B. Hambly (I don't know the
series titles, but some of the books are _The Silent Tower_, _The Silicon
Mage_, _The Ladies of Mandrigyn_, etc.).  Any opinions on any of these
books?  Are they worth reading?

Brian Welden
E.I. duPont de Nemours & Co.
Fibers Information Systems
Camden, SC

------------------------------

Date: 13 Oct 90 19:23:46 GMT
From: hennebry@plains.nodak.edu (Michael J. Hennebry)
Subject: Re: Hambly

WELDENTB%MYOC@dupont.COM writes:
>I've seen a couple of other series of books by B. Hambly (I don't know the
>series titles, but some of the books are _The Silent Tower_, _The Silicon
>Mage_, _The Ladies of Mandrigyn_, etc.).  Any opinions on any of these
>books?  Are they worth reading?

tLoM and its sequel were entertaining. I read tSM, the sequel to tST,
without reading tST. It's even more downbeat than the Darwath trilogy.  I
have no inclination to read tST, which I expect is even more downbeat.
"Downbeat" is my *only* "criticism" of tST, so you may like it, especially
if you read tST first. Dragonsbane and tLoM are both entertaining studies
in comparative motivation, especially D.

Mike
hennebry@plains.NoDak.edu

------------------------------

Date: 13 Oct 90 21:18:05 GMT
From: ars3_cif@uhura.cc.rochester.edu (Aaron Sher)
Subject: Re: Hambly

WELDENTB%MYOC@dupont.COM writes:
>I've seen a couple of other series of books by B. Hambly (I don't know the
>series titles, but some of the books are _The Silent Tower_, _The Silicon
>Mage_, _The Ladies of Mandrigyn_, etc.).  Any opinions on any of these
>books?  Are they worth reading?

_The Silent Tower_ and _The Silicon Mage_ are very good, though they are
quite similar to the Dark series.  Well worth reading anyway.  _The Ladies
of Mandrigyn_ and sequels (I think there are three or four total) are all
right, though I was not as fond of them.  Possibly one reason I didn't like
them as much is that the names of the two main characters simply suck - Sun
Wolf and Starhawk.  Can we be a bit more unoriginal and inane here?  I
didn't think so.  Aside from that, they're not that bad; probably worth
reading.

------------------------------

Date: 14 Oct 90 07:59:37 GMT
From: iho@cac.washington.edu (Il Oh)
Subject: Re: Hambly

WELDENTB%MYOC@dupont.COM writes:
>Anyone out in SF-LOVER land familiar with the works of Barbara Hambly?
>I've read (and re-read) _The Darwath Trilogy_ (The Time
[text deleted]
>I've seen a couple of other series of books by B. Hambly (I don't know the
>series titles, but some of the books are _The Silent Tower_, _The Silicon
>Mage_, _The Ladies of Mandrigyn_, etc.).  Any opinions on any of these
>books?  Are they worth reading?

I've read _The Silent Tower_ and _The Silicon Mage_.  The concept for the
story was fascinating, but I thought it was executed not well at all.  I
myself was repeatedly frustrated by how this supposedly intelligent
protagonist kept missing possible solutions to problems.  Maybe she (the
author) was overreaching her technical expertise.  I say this because the
other title I've read by her (_Dragonsbane_, I think) was quite excellent.

------------------------------

Date: 11 Oct 90 20:45:48 GMT
From: jf2z+@andrew.cmu.edu (John Charles Fiala)
Subject: Expecting Someone Taller

Hey, I just finished this book, "Expecting Someone Taller", a humorous look
at the Wagnerian opera cycle's possible outcome.  It's not a joke every
half page type of thing, but I enjoyed it tremendously.  Have a look at it,
I'd say.

Info:
Expecting Someone Taller
Tom Holt
an Ace/Fantasy novel
ISBN 0-441-22332-X

John
jf2z@andrew.cmu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 12 Oct 90 03:28:13 GMT
From: cs631124@umbc5.umbc.edu (cs631124)
Subject: Holt

   Someone mentioned Tom Holt earlier.  Is this the same Holt who wrote
_Who's Afraid of Beowulf?_ Very clever book about Vikings in modern day
England (Scotland?).  "Hey!  They're not throwing the spears back!"

John

------------------------------

Date: 12 Oct 90 17:43:10 GMT
From: browns@iccgcc.decnet.ab.com (Stan Brown, Oak Road Systems)
Subject: Re: Holt

cs631124@umbc5.umbc.edu (cs631124) writes:
>   Someone mentioned Tom Holt earlier.  Is this the same Holt who wrote
>_Who's Afraid of Beowulf?_ Very clever book about Vikings in modern day
>England (Scotland?).  "Hey!  They're not throwing the spears back!"

Yes, it's the same guy.  He also wrote two more "Lucia" books: _Lucia in
Wartime_ and one other of which the title I cannot recall.  Both good, but
unintelligible unless you've read E.F. Benson's novels first.

Stan Brown
Oak Road Systems
Cleveland, Ohio, U.S.A.
+1 216 371 0043
browns@iccgcc.decnet.ab.com

------------------------------

Date: 14 Oct 90 20:32:13 GMT
From: eilian@eddie.mit.edu (Adina Adler)
Subject: Re: Missing Books (Vaporreads?)

lim@freezer.it.udel.edu (Julie Lim) writes:
(lots of other references removed)
>   I would imagine that it's the second book in the "Heirs of Saint
>Camber" trilogy, of which the first book was published last January. Kurtz
>usually only works on one trilogy at a time, so far, anyway.
>   The story of Morgan's and Brion's defeat of the Marluk _was_ in the
>_Archives_. I don't remember the title, but the frame tale involved a
>younger Wencit and a very young (thirteen?) Charissa. The story that
>_was_ left out involved Morgan's parents and Brion's father (Kelson's
>grandfather), which sets may have a certain intersection.

   Well, at Lunacon last year, where she was Guest of Honor, Ms.  Kurtz was
mostly talking about a historical novel about a female Mason (set in early
America).  I would agree that she probably won't start the "Childe Morgan"
trilogy until she's finished "Heirs of Saint Camber", but I don't remember
the time table for this other thing.  Also, I know for a fact (she
mentioned it at LaCon, in '84), that the only short story left out of
The_Deryni_Archives was called "The Naming of Morgan", and she did that on
purpose, because it's going to be reused in the "Childe Morgan" trilogy.

Hope this helps.

Adina Adler
eilian@eddie.MIT.EDU

------------------------------

Date: 12 Oct 90 01:41:00 GMT
From: CILIBERT@ctrvx1.vanderbilt.edu
Subject: Leiber inquiry and one more cat in SF

I don't keep up with contemporary SF all too much, I'm still stuck in 1959
(and why not?).  Thus I would appreciate some information on any new
fiction that has been written by Grandmaster Fritz Leiber.  Of late his
stuff has leaned toward horror and the occasional Fafrd and the Grey Mouser
story, so I suspect he hasn't shown up in ANALOG or ASIMOV's.

And so long as Fritz has your ear, there's a cat in space in his short
story "Ship of Shadows."  (Actually, it's probably a novella or somesuch.)
It was re- cently released as a Tor Double (with Poul Anderson's "No Truce
With Kings," I believe).

Jon
CILIBERT@vuctrvax

------------------------------

Date: 9 Oct 90 19:47:35 GMT
From: fi@whittaker.rice.edu (Fiona Oceanstar)
Subject: horror by Charles de Lint

Has anyone read the 1990 horror novel, _Angel_of_Darkness_, by Samuel M.
Key (pseudonym of fantasy writer Charles de Lint)?  I have a chance to get
hold of it through a mail-order firm, but I don't want to buy it, sight
unseen, without more info.

Thanks. E-mail to me at fi@whittaker.rice.edu.

------------------------------

Date: 12 Oct 90 03:16:51 GMT
From: ted@arsocomvax.socom.mil (Ted Nolan)
Subject: Re: Soldier of Another Fortune, by Mike Shupp

traal@lopez.UUCP (Traal the Brave) writes:
>Wow.
>
>That's what I have to say after finishing this book, the third in The
>Destiny Maker's series, by M. Shupp.  These are not easy books to read.
>In fact, you have to STUDY them.  

That's my impression too.  These are very oblique books, reminding me of
John Ford's _The Dragon Waiting_ in a way.  In fact, I certainly don't
claim to understand everything in them, but I AM convinced that it does
make sense.  It's been a couple of years since _Soldier of Another Fortune_
came out (anyone know when the next one i, by the by?), but maybe someone
remembers enough to enlighten me on a few points (if I can even still
remember the questions!)

1) The antagonist is this book has some sort of unusual sexual fetish.
   What is it?  It seemed to me that it was girls with no limbs, but
   the whole thing was so oblique I couldn't really tell.

2) Why does Harper hate teeps?  This revelation took me completely by
   surprise, and seems to make no sense, given his actions all along.

3) Given that none of this ever really happened anymore, what was the
   point?  To show how the main characters could develop?

			
Ted Nolan
ted@usasoc.soc.mil

------------------------------

Date: 14 Oct 90 04:35:08 GMT
From: EATONJ@yalevm.ycc.yale.edu
Subject: Dan Simmons: Carrion Comfort

Dan Simmons's Carrion Comfort is out in paper.  It's not as quiet and small
scale as Phases of Gravity, or as ambitious and complex as Hyperion/The
Fall of Hyperion, but is a very well written 900 page horror novel of
mental vampires and the people that find out and try to stop them.  I
normally don't read horror, but liked it quite a lot.
 
Anyone know if Song of Kali is still available, or to be reissued?
 
Paul McGuire
Yale Economic Growth Center

------------------------------

Date: 11 Oct 90 15:07:10 GMT
From: cadesjardins@trillium.uwaterloo.ca (Fluffy the Wonder Bunny)
Subject: Re: Watt-Evans Prospective

DRUCKER@dickinsn.BITNET (Thomas Drucker) writes:
>   The current plan seems to be for Lawrence Watt Evans' next work for Del
>Rey to be in the form of a trilogy (the Three Worlds Trilogy, to be
>precise).

Is there any plans in the works for Evans to continue with stories
involving the world of his other "trilogy": The Misenchanted Sword, With a
Single Spell, and The Reluctant(?) Warlord.

I enjoyed this world, and the characters in it, and was wondering if he was
going to do anything else with them.

cadesjardins@trillium.uwaterloo.ca

------------------------------

Date: 11 Oct 90 17:31:48 GMT
From: mok@pawl.rpi.edu (... Mok)
Subject: Re: Watt-Evans Prospective

cadesjardins@trillium.uwaterloo.ca writes:
>DRUCKER@dickinsn.BITNET (Thomas Drucker) writes:
>>   The current plan seems to be for Lawrence Watt Evans' next work for
>>Del Rey to be in the form of a trilogy (the Three Worlds Trilogy, to be
>>precise).
>
>Is there any plans in the works for Evans to continue with stories
>involving the world of his other "trilogy": The Misenchanted Sword, With a
>Single Spell, and The Reluctant(?) Warlord.

Yes. When I sopoke with him during Noreascon (a year ago) he was working on
two more. One of those was the Reluctant Warlord. He also has another book
featuring the main character of _Nightside_City_!

------------------------------

Date: 4 Oct 90 00:22:19 GMT
From: rsoft!mindlink!a710@van-bc.wimsey.bc.ca (Crawford Kilian)
Subject: Re: Time Travel Titles Wanted

I modestly offer my own three chronoplane novels: The Fall of the Republic,
Rogue Emperor and The Empire of Time, all Del Rey paperbacks.

------------------------------

Date: 9 Oct 90 14:28:00 GMT
From: jrd@stony-brook.scrc.symbolics.com (John R. Dunning)
Subject: Time Travel Titles Wanted

Here's a few off the top of my head:

By Laumer:
   The Other Side of Time
   Dinosaur Beach

By Bester:
   Hobson's Choice
   Of Time and Third Avenue

By Hogan:
   Thrice Upon a Time

By Niven:
   The Flight of the Horse
   There's a Wolf in my Time machine
   (several more titles in the series...)

------------------------------

Date: 13 Oct 90 13:43:00 GMT
From: htk33322@uxa.cso.uiuc.edu
Subject: Re: Time Travel Titles Wanted

Well, there's the time quartet by Madeline L'Engle:
	
   A Wrinkle in Time
   A Wind in the Door (this deals more with just travel than in time)
   A Swiftly Tilting Planet (A more fantasy type of time travel)
   Many Waters (quite an interesting story with Noah)

And her latest "book," An Acceptable Time, is more like A Swiftly Tilting
Planet.

Hope that helps.

------------------------------

Date: 6 Oct 90 15:06:26 GMT
From: csusac!potter@csufres.csufresno.edu (david potter)
Subject: "Wykzll" / blue putty-tats

wgn@csc.canberra.edu.au (Wes Nicholson) writes:

>   When I was young(er), I read a series of books about a race of blue cat
>people called Wykzll (Ithink), who were very honourable and who were
>almost always warring with humanity. There were always stasis boxes lying
>around from some old civilisation. Does anyone know the series? Lots of
>people tell me _known space_, but I can't find any blue cats in there.
 
  Hm.  The only highly warlike feline race I'm used to seeing in a universe
with Tnuctip stasis boxes is Larry Niven's "Kzinti."
 
  Since Kzinti evolved to do their hunting in forests comprised of
fluorescent pinky-orange vegetation, they're a pretty bright red-orange in
color.  I find it hard to believe you'd specifically remember BLUE, and a
spelling like "Wykzll," if those weren't actually in the stories.
 
  Is there a possibility that some Aussie writer used Niven's Kzinti as a
model?  Or that someone Down Under simply hadn't read the Known Space
stories and independently came up with an interesting feline race?

  If it turns out there *is* such a series of stories extant, please post
details on writer and publisher to the net; I, for one, have never heard of
the critters you describe, and would like to read the books you're looking
for!

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	  Books - Asimov & Bear & Card (2 msgs) & Ford (7 msgs) &
                  Heinlein & de Lint & Temporal Stasis &
                  Request Answer & Doctor Who Book (2 msgs) &
                  Requests (2 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 16 Oct 90 09:00:16 GMT
From: uns002@central1.lancaster.ac.uk (Radio Bailrigg Systems Manager)
Subject: Asimov's Robots and Aliens

   I've been following these books, and the one thing I have to say is the
standard fluctuates with the authors. Some are good, some aren't. I rather
like the imagination behind the Ceremyons - some good scientific creativity
there. However, some books just aren't up to the standard. One small point
(perhaps too small) that rather niggles me is the way Wolruf's mode of
speech shifts with each author, and ranges from Okish, to the absurdly
unintelligible.

   Other than that, the storyline is OK, considering that the scenario has
pretty much been exhausted.

Bruce J. Keeler

------------------------------

Date: 15 Oct 90 23:54:41 GMT
From: onder@isi.edu (Bruce Onder)
Subject: Eon

Any thoughts on this novel by Greg Bear?

Bruce W. Onder
onder@isi.edu

------------------------------

Date: 11 Oct 90 13:05:57 GMT
From: rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu (R o d Johnson)
Subject: Re: Alvin Maker books by Orson Scott Card

traal@lopez.UUCP (Traal the Brave) writes:
>Also, apparently there is a novella called: Hatrack River that is really
>the first book, er, bookella, and takes place before Seventh Son.

No, "Hatrack River" is simply the first seven (approximately) chapters of
"Seventh Son."  So you've read all there is to read at this point.

Rod Johnson
rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu

------------------------------

Date: 15 Oct 90 07:00:27 GMT
From: farren@well.sf.ca.us (Mike Farren)
Subject: Re: Alvin Maker books by Orson Scott Card

rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu (R o d Johnson) writes:
>>Also, apparently there is a novella called: Hatrack River that is really
>>the first book, er, bookella, and takes place before Seventh Son.
>
>No, "Hatrack River" is simply the first seven (approximately) chapters of
>"Seventh Son."  So you've read all there is to read at this point.

There's also "'Prentice Alvin and the No-Good Plow", a long poem which won
an award somewhere, and which is the original seed for the Alvin Maker
series.  If you're acquainted with Mormon history, BTW, look for the
correspondences to the Alvin Maker series (remember, Joseph Smith's brother
was named Alvin).

"'Prentice Alvin and the No-Good Plow" will be published in the upcoming
hardcover collection of Scott Card's short fiction, coming from Tor
sometime soon.  It will NOT be in the paperback edition, as they have
decided to include a bonus section in the hardcover featuring some of the
"lost" stories, such as the original novellas from which "Ender's Game" and
"Songmaster" were derived. 

Mike Farren
farren@well.sf.ca.us

------------------------------

Date: 12 Oct 90 18:34:58 GMT
From: jmf@abacus.uucp (Joan Frankel)
Subject: John M Ford, Chelsea Quinn Yarbro

ted@usasoc.soc.mil (Ted Nolan) writes:
>That's my impression too.  These are very oblique books, reminding me of
>John Ford's _The Dragon Waiting_ in a way.  In fact, I certainly don't

Can anyone give me a capsule review, or recommendation, of John M Ford's
other book(s)?  I know at least one exists, be it novel or story collection
I don't know; I saw a reference to it somewhere.

I can go check out the proper order-numbers in "Books in Print", providing
it IS in print (I have my doubts; I've never even seen it in a used-book
store) but I'd like to know something about it, although I plan to keep
searching even if it is universally loathed.

"The Dragon Waiting" is the best alternate-history I've read, not only
because the writing is so good and the research so solid but because the
emphasis IS on the historical aspects of "what if...", as opposed to, say,
the historical-fantasy vampire novels of Chelsea Quinn Yarbro.  I feel
Yarbro's main game is to lay out her interpretations of REAL historical
events through the medium of the adventures of Ste. Germaine, Atta Olivia
Clemens and their attendant ghouls.

------------------------------

Date: 14 Oct 90 19:21:12 GMT
From: ssc!markz@celestial.com (Mark Zenier)
Subject: Re: John M Ford

jmf@abacus.uucp (Joan Frankel) writes:
> Can anyone give me a capsule review, or recommendation, of John M Ford's
> other book(s)?  I know at least one exists, be it novel or story
> collection I don't know; I saw a reference to it somewhere.

Web of Angels *
   proto-cyberpunk ideas, tradional writing.  Galaxy wide computer net, 
   people's brains getting fried.

Casting Fortune

The Scholars of Night

(something with Princes in the title) *
     Space Opera.

(at least one Star Trek book) *
     (The first and last ST book I'll ever read).

The three I've read (*) were, IMHO, not very good, which is surprising
since some of the short stories he had in the early days of Asimov's
magazine are some of my all time favorites.

markz@ssc.uucp

------------------------------

Date: 15 Oct 90 06:49:59 GMT
From: farren@well.sf.ca.us (Mike Farren)
Subject: Re: John M Ford, Chelsea Quinn Yarbro

jmf@abacus.uucp (Joan Frankel) writes:
>Can anyone give me a capsule review, or recommendation, of John M Ford's
>other book(s)?

Let's see...

Casting Fortune - a collection of his Liavek stories, with one original
   novella added.  From Tor Books.

Scholars of Night - a political espionage thriller, also from Tor Books.

How Much For Just the Planet - a Star Trek / Gilbert and Sullivan farce,
   very funny book (as long as you aren't a fanatic about Trek stuff).
   From Pocket Books.

The Final Reflection - another Star Trek book, this one a novel within a
   novel from the Klingon point of view.  A tour de force, and one
   hell of a book.  Also from Pocket.

Web of Angels
Princes of the Air - two early books.  I haven't read them, and don't know
   where they were from.

Also one half of one of the recent Tor Doubles series, title escapes me
right now.

Coming from Bantam, a major novel, Growing Up Weightless.

And assorted short stories and such in most of the major magazines.

That help?
 
Mike Farren
farren@well.sf.ca.us

------------------------------

Date: 13 Oct 90 06:24:37 GMT
From: haste+@andrew.cmu.edu (Dani Zweig)
Subject: Re: John M Ford, Chelsea Quinn Yarbro

jmf@abacus.uucp (Joan Frankel):
>Can anyone give me a capsule review, or recommendation, of John M Ford's
>other book(s)?  I know at least one exists, be it novel or story
>collection I don't know; I saw a reference to it somewhere.

If you see it and it's by John Ford, buy it.  How's that for a capsule
recommendation? :-)

More specifically: "The Dragon Waiting" is Something Special.  The other
book he's written that's Something Special is "How Much for Just The
Planet?".  If you like Star Trek, you'll love it; if you don't like Star
Trek, you'll love it.  Sidesplitting.  His other Star Trek novel, "The
Final Reflection", is one of the best of its genre, but it doesn't
transcend that genre: If you don't like Star Trek you may not like it.
Similarly "The Princes of the Air" is excellent space opera, but if you
don't like space opera you may not care for it.  "Casting Fortune" is an
anthology set in the Liavek shared fantasy universe.  I'd rate it as his
weakest book - competent but uninspired.  He's done other stuff
(including, I believe, a Paranoia module) but the details escape me.

Dani Zweig
haste+@andrew.cmu.edu 

------------------------------

Date: 16 Oct 90 00:11:59 GMT
From: lsc%chryse@sun.com (Lisa S Chabot)
Subject: Re: John M Ford, Chelsea Quinn Yarbro

farren@well.sf.ca.us (Mike Farren) writes:
>Also one half of one of the recent Tor Doubles series, title escapes me
>right now.

The Ford half is _Fugue_State_.

------------------------------

Date: 15 Oct 90 14:22:18 GMT
From: bilbo@alchemy.ithaca.ny.us (Paul Ciszek)
Subject: Re: John M Ford

markz@ssc.UUCP (Mark Zenier) writes:
> The three I've read (*) were, IMHO, not very good, which is surprising
> since some of the short stories he had in the early days of Asimov's
> magazine are some of my all time favorites.

Which reminds me - did he ever do any stories about the Alternities company
other than "The Road to Mandalay" and the one where the guy doesn't
recognize an atom bomb?

------------------------------

Date: 16 Oct 90 15:33:55 GMT
From: farren@well.sf.ca.us (Mike Farren)
Subject: Re: John M Ford, Chelsea Quinn Yarbro

haste+@andrew.cmu.edu (Dani Zweig) writes:
>His other Star Trek novel, "The Final Reflection", is one of the best of
>its genre, but it doesn't transcend that genre: If you don't like Star
>Trek you may not like it.

I absolutely disagree with this.  The Final Reflection is an excellent,
excellent novel which happens to be set in the Star Trek universe.  Delete
the first and final chapters (which are the only ones actually set in the
local world of the Enterprise and crew), and it doesn't matter whether or
not Star Trek The Universe ever existed or not.  It's then simply a
wonderful novel about the culture and mores of an alien race.  In fact,
Ford specifically had this in mind - if Paramount had rejected the book,
then he would have trimmed the Enterprise material, renamed the Klingons,
and had a very salable book.

>He's done other stuff (including, I believe, a Paranoia module)

He has, in fact, done a number of gaming modules.  Details escape me, too.

Mike Farren
farren@well.sf.ca.us

------------------------------

Date: 16 Oct 90 04:49:15 GMT
From: steve@wintermute.ucsd.edu ({Darkavich})
Subject: Need sugestions for next Heinlein book

I have read only a few books by Heinlein in this order:

The Cat Who Walks Through Walls
Time Enough For Love
All you Zombies
To Sail beyond the Sunset

What I need are sugestions for the next book to read and why.  I have no
idea what to read next and would like some help deciding could some kind
soul please let me know what they think?

Thanks.

Steve Misrack
steve@ucsd.edu

------------------------------

Date: 15 Oct 90 21:01:06 GMT
From: paul@sco.com (Paul Jackson 609)
Subject: Re: horror by Charles de Lint

fi@whittaker.rice.edu (Fiona Oceanstar) writes:
>Has anyone read the 1990 horror novel, _Angel_of_Darkness_, by Samuel M.
>Key (pseudonym of fantasy writer Charles de Lint)?  I have a chance to get
>hold of it through a mail-order firm, but I don't want to buy it, sight
>unseen, without more info.

   If you like horror at all and if you like his writing I'd recommend the
book.  It's a very dark contemporary fantasy set in Ottawa.  The horror
stems from both fantastic elements and from that good old standby, human
scum.  It has a fairly wide cast of characters that are dealt with in a
competent fashion, although I'd say the emphasis of the book is more on
plot and suspense than characterization.  The book succeeded in surprising
me in a couple of places, which always impresses me.

------------------------------

Date: 9 Oct 90 04:16:32 GMT
From: csusac!potter@csufres.csufresno.edu (david potter)
Subject: Temporal stasis and You

Michael Sawyer comments:
[original reference about "Wyzkll" deleted]
> As so far as stasis boxes go, I have seen quite a few different authors
> "borrow" the idea.  (I am assuming Niven had it first).

 Nope!  E.E. Smith, PhD, had a completely reflective "stasis of time" in
the early "Skylark" novels.
 An author whose name I can't remember wrote a story called "THE
FOURTH-DIMENSIONAL DEMONSTRATOR," some time in the twenties, I believe,
which "stasis"'d through time.
 And in 1941 or 1942, a writer named "Heinlein" had, as a minor off-stage
plot element in "BEYOND THIS HORIZON," a stasis of time.  When they finally
opened the "Adirondack Stasis," they discovered a twentieth-century man
frozen in time, inside.
 
 I'm unclear on whether John Campbell or E.E. Smith made earlier use of the
concept.  (In one of the Arcot, Morey, and Wade novels, Campbell has his
heroes time-stasising home from many thousands of years in the past, where
they accidentally got tossed by side effects from a battle with the Bad
Guys.)
 
  Doc Smith left Marc DuQuesne imprisoned in a stasis of time at the end of
one of the early triplet of "Skylark" novels.
 
  At any rate, you get the idea.  I.e., it is *not* a new idea.  Just one
that's a heap of fun to play with, and I regard the idea as finally having
been given full expansion by Vernor Vinge.

------------------------------

Date: 10 Oct 90 16:16:06 GMT
From: Dan_Bloch@transarc.com
Subject: Re: book of short stories

ckatz@truth.hep.upenn.edu (Charlie Katz) writes:
> One was about a spaceship pilot who was marooned on a planet which had no
> green on it.  The man had gone insane.  The only time he could see green,
> which reminded him of earth, was when he fired his gun which put out a
> green beam.  Every time someone would show up on his planet, he would
> shoot them, overcome with happiness at the green color, because it
> reminded him of earth.

This title of this story is `Something Green.` I think the author is
Fredric Brown.

The other story described is the short story version of `Ender's Game` by
Orson Scott Card, later expanded into a novel.  I don't know of any
collection that has them both.  In fact, I've only seen Something Green
once, I think in a collection called _Exploring Other Worlds_, edited by
Sam Moscowitz, published probably twenty years ago.

Dan Bloch
dan@transarc.com

------------------------------

Date: 9 Oct 90 09:04:22 GMT
From: chroma@gorn.santa-cruz.ca.us (C. Elliot Friday UMN )
Subject: Re: (none) but really "The Doctor and the Enterprise"

tdclaybo@uokmax.ecn.uoknor.edu (Tracey Dion Claybon) writes:
>The name of the book you're looking for might be _The Doctor and the
>Enterprise_. Jean Airey out of either Chicago, Ohio, or Florida wrote it.
>If I can find a mailing address, I'll post.

Let's see, my copy was published by Pioneer Books in Los Vegas in Nevada.
Let's see here are some details:

   Title: The Doctor and the Enterpise
   Author: Jean Auley
   Illustration: Mahlon Fawcett and Tom Holtkamp
   Publisher: Pioneer Books
   Addr: 5715 N. Balsam Rd.
   Los Vegas, NV 89130
   ISBN# 1-55698-218-6

I paid about 10 bucks for my copy. I liked it. Some friends of mine who
were not Whovians liked it. Whovians really liked it.

------------------------------

Date: 10 Oct 90 00:17:04 GMT
From: jdh92@swat.swarthmore.edu (Jeff Hildebrand)
Subject: Re: (none) but really "The Doctor and the Enterprise"

chroma@gorn.santa-cruz.ca.us (C. Elliot Friday UMN ) writes...
>tdclaybo@uokmax.ecn.uoknor.edu (Tracey Dion Claybon) writes:
>>The name of the book you're looking for might be _The Doctor and the
>>Enterprise_. Jean Airey out of either Chicago, Ohio, or Florida wrote it.
>>If I can find a mailing address, I'll post.
>
>Let's see, my copy was published by Pioneer Books in Los Vegas in Nevada.
>Let's see here are some details:

   Hold on. Do not, I repeat, DO NOT, buy this copy if you see it
somewhere. Jean Airey has been ripped off by a publishing company which is
selling her story without paying her any royalties. I don't know for sure
that this is the version that is the case, but when this issue last came up
on rec.arts.drwho, Jean Airey herself (who is on the net, although
infrequently) said that there was no authorized version actually in print.
She did say that if anyone sent her a self-address envelope with proper
postage she would send a photocopy of it. I'll see if I can dig out the
info at some point and post it.  

   It is a good story though.

Jeff Hildebrand
Swarthmore College
Swarthmore PA 19081
JDH92@campus.swarthmore.edu
JDH92@SWARTHMR.BITNET

------------------------------

Date: 11 Oct 90 02:57:11 GMT
From: noahd@yang.earlham.edu
Subject: Re: Felines in SF

I am looking for any info availible on this particular story:

I am not sure of plot, author or title (lots of help, eh?), but one of the
main premises was that the humans had developed a space weapon system than
involved a human neural-linked to the spacecraft for strategic planning and
navigation purposes, and a cat neural-linked to the spacecraft, and
specifically, the weapon systems, for tactical engagements and all-around
vicious application of destructive power (watch kitty play with a rabbit
someday, and you'll understand.).

Does anyone know anything about a story like this?

Noah
Earlham College
Box e363
Richmond, IN 47374
317-973-2708
noahd@yang.earlham.edu

------------------------------

Date: 12 Oct 90 18:05:02 GMT
From: HZS@psuvm.psu.edu (Therion)
Subject: Rabid killer weasels

Yeah, I thought that subject line would get you to read this note. What I'm
looking for is a story/book I read about ten years ago. The only part I can
remember is that there was this planet/colony/whatever that was defended by
a psionic cannon type thing. When an invasion was imminent, they would hook
up their psionic cannon to mega-amplifiers, and broadcast out to the
invading fleet the thought and emotions of some raving psychotic weasels,
causing crew members of said fleet to go crazy and kill each other off.

It may be a long shot, but can anyone identify this story?

Therion
hzs@psuvm.psu.edu

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	    Films - Star Wars (9 msgs) & Aliens III (2 msgs) &
                    Robocop 2 (3 msgs) & The Terminator (2 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 20 Sep 90 03:00:43 GMT
From: wiml@milton.u.washington.edu (William Lewis)
Subject: Re: 4th Star Wars

mlgy@vax5.cit.cornell.edu writes:
>   1) I have heard persistent rumors from several sources that
>      George Lucas has started work on a FOURTH Star Wars film.

   Let's see, if I remember correctly (doubtful), after Return of the Jedi
they said the next bunch of movies would be out in '92.  Also, that they
were intending to film the first trilogy (movies 1 thru 3) next, followed
by the last (movies 7 thru 9).  I wonder if they'll have as many spinoffs
as the middle trilogy did? =8)

William Lewis
wiml@milton.acs.washington.edu       

------------------------------

Date: 20 Sep 90 05:47:30 GMT
From: asd@mace.cc.purdue.edu (Kareth)
Subject: Re: 4th Star Wars

I haven't heard about when it'll be coming out, but I did hear aways back
that the first three WOULD be the precursor to the middle three, showing
HOW the empire got there, delving into the past of Obi-Wan, and the
Emperor, and all of them.  As for the last three, these were going to be
anybody's guess as to what they would be.  I do remember this being all
said by George Lucas himself, and that he wasn't going to give any clue as
far as what the last three would be like.

Of course, it's been awhile.

------------------------------

Date: 20 Sep 90 11:26:58 GMT
From: prs9k@newton.acc.virginia.edu (Phillip R. Scarr)
Subject: Re: 4th Star Wars

I've also heard that the continuity of the three sets of three movies will
be R2D2 and C3PO, the whole series will be seen through their eyes.

Phil

------------------------------

Date: 22 Sep 90 22:06:18 GMT
From: barry@clark.edu (Barry Lieberman)
Subject: Re: 4th Star Wars

    I also remember hearing about more movies being made in the series, why
the weren't made I don't know for sure.  A few reasons might be for why
they (George Lucas and the people he worked with) did not make any more
Star Wars movies were:
  1) Other ideas for movies came along.

  2) The actors' and actresses' ages and physical appearances were
     changing too quickly for the production times.

  3) There would have to be new and better ships and characters in order
     to be able to make a lot of money from the toys that would be made.

  4) The time between the the three movies was about 3 years each 
     for when they were in the theatre.

     With this length of time used between say 4 or more movies made in the
     series, and the first when is to be released in '92, then the series
     could extend into the first decade of the next century or even
     further.

   If anyone knows the correct or better reasons for why they stopped, then
please post.

uunet!clark!barry

------------------------------

Date: 28 Sep 90 12:24:48 GMT
From: jmann@angmar.sw.stratus.com (Jim Mann)
Subject: Re: STAR WARS CONTINUES!!!

6600cafa@ucsbuxa.ucsb.edu (JL SYNTH) writes:
>At a recent press conference for the opening of the new Star Tours
>attraction at the Disney/MGM Theme Park in Florida, George Lucas announced
>that he plans on beginning work on the next trilogy of Star Wars films in
>'five or six years.'  If this schedule is met, then fans could see a new
>Star Wars film opening sometime in 1997, which would mark the 20th
>anniversary of the original Star Wars.  Lucas, in a previous interview
>with The Lucasfilm Fan Club, said the next three films will deal with a
>young Obi-Wan Kenobi and a young Darth Vader and would explore the early
>days of the Jedi Knights.  C3PO and R2D2 would be continuing characters
>throughout the films.

It would be hard for the film to both talk about the early days of Obi-Wan
and Vader AND the early days of the Jedi Knights, unless Lucas is changing
his backgrounds. My impression from the first movie was that the Jedi
Knights had been around for centuries, at least.

Jim Mann
Stratus Computer
jmann@es.stratus.com

------------------------------

Date: 29 Sep 90 01:07:28 GMT
From: felix!asylvain@dhw68k.cts.com (Alvin E. Sylvain)
Subject: Re: 4th Star Wars

I remember reading that given the quantity of time required to make a Star
Wars movie, the fact that 9 movies times 3 years each makes 27 years to
make them all, and the fact that George Lucas didn't want to devote the
rest of his career to making Star Wars movies, that there were going to be
*no more Star Wars movies*.

Essentially, the man is *tired* of Star Wars.  Too bad.

Of course, rumors will persist. Perhaps he has bowed under to pressure from
fans, and maybe saw some of those $$$.  (Who was it who made "E.T."?  He
wasn't going to allow it to be sold as video tape for home viewing ("E.T.
is designed for THE BIG SCREEN!!"), but finally caved in.  Much to the
delight to fans who don't want to haul a bus-load of screaming children to
a theater.)

I'm looking at it from this point of view.  If there *is* a new Star Wars
movie in the works, they *won't* keep it secret.  Then we can all go wait
in line again right after the announcement!

------------------------------

Date: 4 Oct 90 15:56:27 GMT
From: frank@bruce.cs.monash.oz.au (Frank Breen)
Subject: Re: STAR WARS CONTINUES!!!

jmann@angmar.sw.stratus.com (Jim Mann) writes:
>It would be hard for the film to both talk about the early days of Obi-Wan
>and Vader AND the early days of the Jedi Knights, unless Lucas is changing
>his backgrounds. My impression from the first movie was that the Jedi
>Knights had been around for centuries, at least.

Is there any reason Obi-Wan and Vader couldn't have been around for
centuries?

Frank Breen

------------------------------

Date: 4 Oct 90 16:56:04 GMT
From: jmann@angmar.sw.stratus.com (Jim Mann)
Subject: Re: STAR WARS CONTINUES!!!

frank@bruce.cs.monash.OZ.AU (Frank Breen) writes:
>jmann@angmar.sw.stratus.com (Jim Mann) writes:
>>It would be hard for the film to both talk about the early days of
>>Obi-Wan and Vader AND the early days of the Jedi Knights, unless Lucas is
>>changing his backgrounds. My impression from the first movie was that the
>>Jedi Knights had been around for centuries, at least.
>
>Is there any reason Obi-Wan and Vader couldn't have been around for
>centuries?

Yes, unless you assume lots of family members were also around for that
period.  In particular, the relationship between Luke and Vader argues
against this.

1. Luke is quite young
2. Luke was born to Anakin (sp?) Skywalker before he became Vader, thus
   Vader himself (and the fall of the Jedi Knights) is quite recent.
3. Yet, Obi-Wan says "a young Jedi named Darth Vader" brought about the 
   fall of the Jedi Knights.

If he is still young at this rather recent time, he could not have been
around hundreds of years before when the Jedi Knights were formed.

Jim Mann
Stratus Computer
jmann@es.stratus.com

------------------------------

Date: 4 Oct 90 17:20:45 GMT
From: micbrian@ubvmsd.cc.buffalo.edu (Brian Boguhn)
Subject: Re: STAR WARS CONTINUES!!!

Several arguments as to why Vader and Kenobi could be around for hundreds
of years:

1. First off, we really can't assume that the humanoids in the Star Wars
   saga have the same life span as what we are used to in our own world.
   They could live longer, they could live the same, they could live a
   shorter life.  We don't know.

2. Yoda was in the vicinity of 900 years old, I believe, and he was very
   strong with the Force.  I think from that that we could assume that
   anyone with a strong link to the Force would have an extended life span,
   although it is possible that Yoda's race was long lived to begin with.
   I tend more to think that Yoda drew his longevity from the Force,
   meaning that Kenobi could do the same as could Vader, even though Vader
   was strong with the Dark side.

3. Vader was more machine than he was human.  I think that the machinery he
   was composed of probably extended his life span beyond normal.

Assuming that in Star Wars Luke is in his late teens to early 20's, that
would seem like a logical time frame for the fall of the Jedi Knights to
have occurred.  Anakin became Vader right around the time of Luke's birth,
as both Luke and Leia were hidden to keep them from Vader.

As far as Palpatine's rise to power, it probably couldn't all have come at
one time.  He gives the impression of being very shrewd and very
calculating.  His plans were probably in the works for many years.  His
scheming probably began at least ten years before the fall of the Jedi.

As far as Obi-Wan and Vader being around at the start of the Jedi Knights,
I really can't accept that.  I see them as being two very young men, much
like Luke, fascinated with the stories of the Jedis that were told to them.

Brian E. Boguhn
State University of NY at Buffalo
MICBRIAN@UBVMS
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Date: 2 Oct 90 16:15:59 GMT
From: chris@imagine.adms-rad.unisys.com (Chris Sterritt)
Subject: Alien III Delay (info from Ben Wharton)

Hello,

   I just got some snail-mail from Ben Wharton, who's temporarily away from
his machines.  It follows:

A couple of weeks ago, I posted what I thought was the latest on Alien III
for the network to digest.  It was correct except for one minor point:

   Shooting hasn't begun.

I talked to the Alien production offices at Pinewood Studios and they said
that filming wouldn't begin until *JANUARY 17 1991*.  They confirmed that
the sudden change in director had thrown a spanner in the works.

At least our Mr. Fincher will be more acquainted with the script by the
time he gets behind the camera.

Ben Wharton

------------------------------

Date: 5 Oct 90 21:13:59 GMT
From: chris@imagine.adms-rad.unisys.com (Chris Sterritt)
Subject: The Alien III Saga Continues...

Hello,

   Find below YET Another Ben Wharton post I'm putting up for him.
Forwarded mail follows:

Your roving reporter/writer has been having fun the last few weeks in
trying to clarify the situation. A week ago I actually got a reply from
Pinewood Studios which has cleared up a few things.

Here's what happened:

The same day that I had phoned up the Alien III production offices to
inquire about visting the set, I got a call from a writer friend who
informed me that they had just fired the scriptwriter(s) from Alien III.
This was solid information as he had been told by the person who had landed
the task of typing the script out as it issued from the mouth of the
screenwriter in some very expensive London hotel they had been put up in by
the producers.

I didn't know whether this meant that the producers were looking for a new
script or just another re-write of a re-write but if it was the former I
wasn't going to be sitting on my hands.

I wiped the dust off my year-and-a-half old outline and sent it to one of
the executive producers at Pinewood Studios and began to wait - writers out
there will know the feeling well.

Recently I got my outline sent back to me with a letter actually from the
executive producer stating that they did in fact have a script that they
were to begin shooting in January. Note: at the top of the letter it said
ALIEN III *not* ALIENS II in a very large typeface.

So it was re-write time, not new script time (unless they had a spare in a
drawer somewhere).

Before the call from my writer friend, I had read that there had been a
call for extras to play 10,000 (!) Monks in Alien III. If the article was
true, it might point towards Vincent Ward's mystical influence on the
project and perhaps add stength to the connection with Dark Horse's comic
series of Aliens which in its first volume involved the creation of a new
religion that worshiped the alien creature.

In my opinion, the comics are terrible.

Come the new year I'll try to get onto the set and see what's really going
on.

Ben Wharton
University of Manchester
JANET:  whartonb@uk.ac.man.cs.p4
INTERNET: whartonb%p4.cs.man.ac.uk@cunyvm.cuny.edu
BITNET/EARN:  whartonb%p4%cs.man.ac.uk@UKACRL.BITNET
UUCP: ...!uunet!cunyvm.cuny.edu!cs.man.ac.uk!p4!whartonb
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Date: 2 Oct 90 17:15:52 GMT
From: take@yoshida.nuie.nagoya-u.ac.jp (Masanori Takehira)
Subject: ROBOCOP 2

 I saw a movie - ROBOCOP 2. I thought it was a very violent movie. There
were many kids and their parents in the theater.  I thought they might
misunderstand the theme of the movie.  They took is as a movie like
Superman. I could not think they enjoyed it.

 Are 'ROBOCOP' and "ROBOCOP 2' cyberpunk ? I think so. They are fascinating
for me.

Takehira Masanori
take@yoshida.nuie.nagoya-u.ac.jp

------------------------------

Date: 5 Oct 90 15:55:58 GMT
From: ccicpg!cci632!deb@uunet.uu.net (Deborah Brown)
Subject: Re: ROBOCOP 2

take@yoshida.nuie.nagoya-u.ac.jp (Masanori Takehira) writes:
>I saw a movie - ROBOCOP 2. I thought it was a very violent movie. There
>were many kids and their parents in the theater.  I thought they might
>misunderstand the theme of the movie.  They took is as a movie like
>Superman. I could not think they enjoyed it.

I can't believe how many people take their young kids in to see a movie
that's rated "R" like this one was.  They must not care to investigate the
content before bringing them, or else they don't care what the kiddies see.

This was NOT a movie for children, nor was it advertized as such.  Amazing.

>Are 'ROBOCOP' and "ROBOCOP 2' cyberpunk ? I think so. They are
>fascinating for me.

I know very little about cyberpunk, but what I do know is fascinating to me
too.  I loved both RoboCop movies (even though RC2 had a lot of room for
improvement).

Debbie Brown
UUCP: cci632!jloda!deb
Internet: deb%cci632@ritcsh.csh.rit.edu

------------------------------

Date: 5 Oct 90 19:32:21 GMT
From: hagerp@iuvax.cs.indiana.edu (Paul Hager)
Subject: Re: ROBOCOP 2

>Are 'ROBOCOP' and "ROBOCOP 2' cyberpunk ? I think so. They are
>fascinating for me.

I would say that RoboCop was a razor-sharp social satire and that RoboCop
II was a flaccid remake that drained away everything that was intelligent
in the original.  The original movie was a sort of Reaganite wet dream in
which privatization had run rampant.  [Ironic aside: the artificial heart
commercial with the smarmy "doctor" was funny back in '87; in recent months
I've seen similar commercials for private hospitals and the "services" they
offer.  "And remember, we care."] In the original, the differences between
the good guys and bad guys (with the exception of Murphy and his partner)
was one of degree only and was more believable.

As to your cyberpunk question: I wouldn't categorize either that way
although some cyberpunk elements can be found in both (e.g., human-
computer interface).

Paul Hager
hagerp@iuvax.cs.indiana.edu

------------------------------

Date: 15 Oct 90 14:17:11 GMT
From: lopez!traal@sharkey.cc.umich.edu (Traal the BRAVE)
Subject: News on Terminator 2: Judgment Day

   According to the Milwaukee Sentinel Arnold Schwarzenegger will return in
his role as a murderous cyborg for a sequel to "The Terminator."  "Beauty
and the Beast" TV star Linda Hamilton will reprise her role as a woman out
to save the future.
   "Terminator 2: Judgment Day" began production last week and is scheduled
for release in summer 1991.  It depicts a nuclear holocaust on Aug. 29,
1997, in which 3 billion humans perish.
   Director James Cameron, who directed and co-wrote "The Terminator," will
film the sequel.

rutgers!sharkey!lopez!traal

------------------------------

Date: 15 Oct 90 23:15:09 GMT
From: nraoaoc@nmt.edu (Daniel Briggs)
Subject: The Terminator wasn't a cyborg!

Just a quick quibble.  Why do people insist on referring to the Terminator
as a cyborg?  While I grant that there's a little running room for
interpretation, it still doesn't fit any definition of cyborg that I have
ever heard.  It was a robot.  Period.  (Maybe an android, if you really
want to get picky.)  For those of you who haven't seen the movie, it is
quickly revealed that Arnold plays a robot which is covered by an organic
skin.  Thus it appears quite human.  However, that is the extent of its
organic components.  (Oh yeah, it does have organic eyes, but this appears
to be strictly for show, in that there are lenses behind the organic eyes.)
Basically, its organic systems are alive in the same sense as a line of
cells in a Petrie dish.  One could even argue that the skin was akin to a
camouflage disguise, since it is established that the robot can function
quite well without it.

Well, you've presumably picked up my opinion on the matter by now.  So I
put it to you.  Am I way off base?  Was Arnold playing a robot or a cyborg?
What is the dividing line between the two?  Must a true cyborg have some
organic component of cognition?  (I think so.)  Must it have a mechanical
component of cognition?  (Not clear, that would let out our old friend the
$6M man, whom I think *is* a cyborg.)  A guy with a pacemaker, maybe?  That
certainly uses active biological process control, which is one of the
attributes of cybernetics.  Someone with a teflon knee joint?  That's a
strictly passive gadget, so maybe they're not a cyborg.  Let's kick it
around a little bit.

Dan Briggs
NRAO
P.O. Box O
Socorro, NM 87801
dbriggs@nrao.edu
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Date: 23 Sep 90 18:39:55 GMT
From: broimola@abo.fi
Subject: The FINNISH SF-AWARD

The most important Finnish science fiction award, the ATOROX is given
annually to the best Finnish science fiction or fantasy short story
published in the previous year. The award is presented by the Turku Science
Fiction Society (the oldest sf-association in Finland, founded in 1976) and
the first ATOROX was given in 1983.

To honour the Finnish science fiction author Aarne Haapakoski (1904-1961),
who wrote under the pen-name Outsider, the Atorox-award is named after one
of the heroes in Haapakoski's books: the robot Atorox. The award consists
of a diploma and an Atorox statuette.

The winner of the 1989 Atorox award was announced at a ceremony held in
Turku on September 21th 1990. The winner is ARI TERVONEN for his short
story "Matkalla nurin k{{nnettyyn avaruuteen" (En Route to the Inverted
Universe).  The story starts as hard-core sf, but towards the end evolves
to a psychological inner space drama.

Turku Science Fiction Society

For more information on the Turku Science Fiction Society, the Atorox-award
or the Finnish fandom contact any of the following:

Broimola@finabo.abo.fi
Targon@kontu.utu.fi
Magus@kontu.utu.fi
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Date: 15 Oct 90 04:13:00 GMT
From: J_DELANO@unhh.bitnet
Subject: Nebulas & Hugos

   I just uploaded the Nebula and Hugo winner list from elbereth, and I
noticed that with few exceptions the winners for novel, novella, novellette
and short story were all identical.  Are the Nebulas just truncated Hugos?

------------------------------

Date: 17 Oct 90 06:32:45 GMT
From: kcr@rushforth.eng.sun.com (Kevin Rushforth)
Subject: Re: Nebulas & Hugos

J_DELANO@unhh.BITNET writes:
>I just uploaded the Nebula and Hugo winner list from elbereth, and I
>noticed that with few exceptions the winners for novel, novella,
>novellette and short story were all identical.  Are the Nebulas just
>truncated Hugos?

They are two different awards given by two different groups, somewhat
analogous to the Oscars and the Golden Globe awards for feature films.  The
Hugo awards are presented at the annual Worldcon and are voted upon by the
members of the WSFS (World Science Fiction Society).  The Nebula Awards are
determined by a vote of the SFWA (Science Fiction Writers of America).  I
don't know when or where they are presented annually.

Kevin C. Rushforth
Sun Microsystems  
INET: kcr@Eng.Sun.COM
UUCP: <the-backbone>!sun!eng!kcr
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Date: 24 Sep 90 21:02:32 GMT
From: ecl@cbnewsj.att.com (Evelyn C. Leeper)
Subject: ConFiction Con Report Available

Yes, it's the "Return of the Giant Con Report"!  Thirty pages (30,000
words) long, my ConFiction con report is available for the asking.

If you want to be added to my mailing list for future con reports, please
say so.  (Next one is probably Boskone.)

Note: I will be on vacation from October 4 through October 27.  Requests
which arrive during that time will be filled when I return.

Evelyn C. Leeper
+1 908-957-2070
att!mtgzy!ecl
ecl@mtgzy.att.com
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Date: 3 Oct 90 09:49:17 GMT
From: jimcat@rpi.edu (Jim Kasprzak)
Subject: A Train Party for Magicon?

 This may seem a bit far in advance to bring up the subject, since Magicon
isn't for another two years, but making reservations for Amtrak tends to
require lots of lead time, so it's worth putting out some preliminary
feelers now.
 
 Basically what I'd like to do is organize a pre-con party on the train
from New York City to Orlando for fans traveling to Magicon.  This would
involve a car (or two, depending on interest) reserved solely for fans, and
if we negotiate hard enough (and possibly come up with some serious bucks),
our own non-smoking lounge car.
 
 I haven't had any experience organizing something like this, but one has
to start somewhere, somebody should do it, and I've got sufficient lead
time to work out as many of the bugs as possible.
 
 What I'd like to know, as a preliminary response from the Net, is:
 
 * Has this been done before? I seem to remember some people on the west
   coast trying to organize such a thing last year. If there's anyone out
   there with actual experience in such a thing, I'd appreciate hearing
   from you.
 
 * Who'd be interested in going, and how can I let them know about it?
   Usenet iteslf is a good medium to find interested parties, but I'd like
   to publicize it among people without Net access as well.  Flyers and
   possibly parties at the cons come to mind as possibilities, but I don't
   have the time, money or energy to go to every east coast con between now
   and 1992 to publicize it.
 
 * What would you like this party to include? I enjoy train rides in and of
   themselves and would probably spend a good deal of my time staring out
   the window, but there's probably plenty of people who'd want a little
   more than that. It's a _party_, after all, otherwise we'd just all buy
   tickets and that would be that.
 
 * Does anyone else feel strongly enough about this to help me out with it?
   I think I can do most of the organizational logistics on my own once I
   have a clear idea of what I want to do, but I certainly wouldn't turn
   down any help.
 
 Anyone with feedback on this, please e-mail to kasprzak@mts.rpi.edu.  I'll
post here every now and then with updates on whether or not it's making any
progress.

Jim Kasprzak          
RPI, Troy, NY         
kasprzak@mts.rpi.edu 
userfe0u@rpitsmts.bitnet
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Date: 3 Oct 90 21:45:05 GMT
From: jjmhome!lmann@m2c.m2c.org (Laurie Mann)
Subject: Re: A Train Party for Magicon?

jimcat@itsgw.rpi.edu (Jim Kasprzak) writes:
>  This may seem a bit far in advance to bring up the subject, since
> Magicon isn't for another two years, but making reservations for Amtrak
> tends to require lots of lead time, so it's worth putting out some
> preliminary feelers now.

Now is the right time to start working on this.

>  Basically what I'd like to do is organize a pre-con party on the train
> from New York City to Orlando for fans traveling to Magicon.  This would
> involve a car (or two, depending on interest) reserved solely for fans,
> and if we negotiate hard enough (and possibly come up with some serious
> bucks), our own non-smoking lounge car.

Good luck.

I suppose with enough organization, this MIGHT work.  Back in '82, about 12
of us took the train out to Chicon, starting from Boston.  More fans joined
along the way.  By the time we reached Chicago, I'd guess nearly 1/4 of the
entire train was fannish.

The return trip, starting on Labor Day, was a nightmare.  The train was
absolutely jammed, and the club car was a zoo.  The proportion of fans was
way down, since some left later.

> * Has this been done before? I seem to remember some people on the west
>   coast trying to organize such a thing last year. If there's anyone out
>   there with actual experience in such a thing, I'd appreciate hearing
>   from you.

Filthy Pierre once organized a Traincon in the mid-70s.  I don't think
it worked out real well.

> * Who'd be interested in going, and how can I let them know about it?
>   Usenet iteslf is a good medium to find interested parties, but I'd
>   like to publicize it among people without Net access as well.  Flyers
>   and possibly parties at the cons come to mind as possibilities, but I
>   don't have the time, money or energy to go to every east coast con
>   between now and 1992 to publicize it.

Try sending notices to fanzines.  I can get you a mailing list.  For under
ten bucks, you can hit most of the major zines.

This sounds like fun, and if I wasn't working on Magicon, I'd join you.

You might want to "practice" for this one by organizing a train trip to
Chicon.

Laurie Mann
lmann@jjmhome.UUCP
lmann@bigbootay.sw.stratus.com
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Date: 16 Oct 90 21:35:47 GMT
From: davidl@leonardo.intel.com (David D. Levine)
Subject: Science fiction convention in Portland, November 9-11

				ORYCON  12
				Portland's
			     Science  Fiction
				Convention

When:	November 9-11, 1990
Where:	Columbia River Red Lion Inn, Portland, OR

Guests of Honor:   Howard Waldrop and K.W. Jeter

   Nebula-winning author HOWARD WALDROP is best known for his short
   fiction, including "The Ugly Chickens," which won the World Fantasy
   Award.  His readings are not to be missed.

   K. W. JETER is a novelist on the border of cyberpunk, horror, and hard
   SF.  His novel "Dr. Adder" was too intense to be published for almost
   ten years.


   Robert Sheckley	Steven Barnes
   The Pulphouse Crew	Steve Gallacci
   Eileen Gunn		Paula E. Downing
   Tom Maddox		John De Camp
   Donna Barr		Frank Hayes
and MORE!

The Prom at the End of the Universe:

   Our big Saturday night event this year will be a combined dance and
   masquerade: The Prom at the End of the Universe!  We'll have the gym all
   decorated with papier-mache and bunting in the theme "Methane Memories;"
   come in your most outlandish finery.  Now's your chance to go to the
   prom you missed in high school!

Also Featuring:

   Panels, Workshops, Readings, Art Show, Dealer's Room, Hospitality Suite,
   Friday Night SF Music Dance, Filksinging, Gaming, Video Program (our
   theme this year is "The Good, The Bad, and The Tacky"), Parties,
   Socializing, and FUN!!

Child care will be available at a reasonable cost; please contact us in
advance if you plan to make use of this service.

To register or get information, write to

   OryCon 12
   P.O. Box 5703
   Portland, OR  97228

or call (503) 283-0802.

OryCon is sponsored by Oregon Science Fiction Conventions, Inc., a
non-profit 501(c)3 corporation.

OryCon 12 will be a weaponless convention.

David D. Levine
davidl@leonardo.intel.com

------------------------------

Date: 12 Oct 90 17:05:25 GMT
From: xanuttall@lv.sait.edu.au
Subject: visions of the future

Popular conceptions of the future of humanity center around a number of
themes, some being :

1)  we sort out our differences and go on to conquer the universe ( a la
A.C. Clarke and others )

2) we stuff the world completly up within 50-100 years ( best example is
"Nature's End" [ I forget the authors ] )

3) helpful aliens come along and help us to greatness (  Julian May )

4) extrapolated current civilisation ( William Gibson etc. )

Anybody got any thoughts as to which is the most likely ?

Anthony Nuttall
South Australian Institute of Technology
Adelaide, S.A.
XANUTTALL@levels.sait.edu.au

------------------------------

Date: 12 Oct 90 22:44:12 GMT
From: erich@near.cs.caltech.edu (Erich Schneider)
Subject: Re: visions of the future

xanuttall@levels.sait.edu.au said:
> Popular conceptions of the future of humanity center around a number of
> themes, some being :
>
> 1)  we sort out our differences and go on to conquer the universe ( a la
> A.C. Clarke and others )
>
> 2) we stuff the world completly up within 50-100 years ( best example is
> "Nature's End" [ I forget the authors ] )
>
> 3) helpful aliens come along and help us to greatness (  Julian May )
>
> 4) extrapolated current civilisation ( William Gibson etc. )
>
> Anybody got any thoughts as to which is the most likely ?

These categorizations are confusing in some respects. Many theories and
stories are often a blend of (1) and (3) (Brin's "Uplift" books, for
instance). Most (4) stories seem about to degenerate into (2) stories.

Besides, (4) is qualitatively different from the other three. It is most
likely by definition. (2) is next most likely, then (1), then (3).  I'm
assuming no excessive theoretical breakthroughs (i.e. cheap (or even
existence of) FTL) and that "intelligent life is rare".

In a broader sense, the above definitions boil down to: do we hose
ourselves, or do we not hose ourselves and expand out into space (for
whatever reason). There is, of course, a third possiblity - we don't hose
ourselves, but stay on Terra/in the Sol system forever. But this kind of
far future makes for dull stories. A writer can choose either an
optimistic, realistic, or pessimistic view, and be taken to task for any of
the three.

erich@tybalt.caltech.edu
try erich@through.cs.caltech.edu
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Date: 13 Oct 90 10:25:59 GMT
From: xanthian@zorch.sf-bay.org (Kent Paul Dolan)
Subject: Re: visions of the future

xanuttall@levels.sait.edu.au writes:
>Popular conceptions of the future of humanity center around a number of
>themes, some being :
>
>1)  we sort out our differences and go on to conquer the universe ( a la
>A.C. Clarke and others )
>
>2) we stuff the world completly up within 50-100 years ( best example is
>"Nature's End" [ I forget the authors ] )
>
>3) helpful aliens come along and help us to greatness (  Julian May )
>
>4) extrapolated current civilisation ( William Gibson etc. )
>
>Anybody got any thoughts as to which is the most likely ?

You forgot the scenario most likely to succeed under the "trust stupidity
first" rule of analyzing human behavior:

 We fail to find a replacement for current fossile fuels, and run out

 We never move a breeding cohort off planet, spending for the present
 instead of the future

 We follow the path laid out so long ago by Dr. Malthus, breed to the limit
 the environment can bear

 Shortages and scarsities overwhelm civilizations layer by layer

 ccumulated genetic defects weaken the species

 A few millenia down the road, the sharp of tooth and long of claw prove
 intelligence a failed evolutionary experiment

 The race ends with a whimper

Kent
xanthian@Zorch.SF-Bay.ORG
xanthian@well.sf.ca.us
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Date: 13 Oct 90 15:52:37 GMT
From: ses3@quads.uchicago.edu (Steven Schwartz)
Subject: Re: visions of the future

Larry Niven talked about the Kzinti population problem and its solution -
the more kzin there were, the greater the chance of conflict.  The
population self-levelled.  I wouldn't be surprised if we were to do the
same.  As life gets more common, it gets cheaper.  I surmise that an attack
on Bangladesh would bring casualty lists that would horrify us but be not
overwhelming to say, the Indians or Chinese.

Brunner's Stand on Zanzibar pointed out a version of the same thing - as
people get crowded together, they get more and more insane, less and less
predictable.

The question is simply whether or not the insanity, when it hits, will be
small enough to be contained or whether it will regress the human race to
zero civilization or, for that matter, annihilate the ecosphere altogether.
if we can avoid blowing ourselves up altogether, we may well be able to
survive the overcrowding by being forced to use Malthusian tactics, not as
population control, but simply our own natures.

Steven Schwartz
ses3@midway.uchicago.edu
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Date: 16 Oct 90 01:44:06 GMT
From: thatcher@claris.com (Jon Thatcher)
Subject: Re: visions of the future

xanuttall@levels.sait.edu.au writes: 
>Popular conceptions of the future of humanity center around a number of
>themes , some being :
>1) we sort out our differences and go on to conquer the universe
>2) we stuff the world completely up within 50-100 years
>3) helpful aliens come along and help us to greatness
>4) extrapolated current civilisation
>Anybody got any thoughts as to which is the most likely ?

(2) might be generalized to include other forms of self-destruction, like
    ecological disaster, as in The Sheep Look Up, by John Brunner

(3) has a counterpart: aliens come along and destroy/eat/enslave us, as in
    the classic short story "To Serve Man" (author ?).  IMHO, a
    particularly good book to read on this theme is The Genocides, by
    Thomas M. Disch

As pointed out in another follow-up, (4) is qualitatively different from
the others.  SF IS extrapolation, for the most part.

Which is the most likely of the other possibilities?  Even with the end of
the cold war and the reduced threat of nuclear annihilation,
self-destruction still seems quite likely.

Jon Thatcher
InterNet:thatcher@claris.com
UUCP:{ames,apple}!claris!thatcher

------------------------------

Date: 15 Oct 90 23:52:00 GMT
From: robs@ux1.cso.uiuc.edu
Subject: Re: visions of the future

One other option, one that is rarely used (and even more rarely used well)
is:

5.  Something very fundemental changes.  For example magic starts
    to work, or people mutate, or something.  One interesting
    example is Greg Bear's (?) _Blood Music_.

robs@ux1.cso.uiuc.edu

------------------------------
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Date: Thu, 11 Oct 90 08:00:52 EDT
From: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu (SF-LOVERS)
Subject: SPOILER WARNING

****WARNING****

The following messages feature a discussion of "Star Trek: The Next
Generation."  Some of the material and comments presented in this
discussion may give away key elements of the plot.  Those of you that have
not yet seen the shows, may want to skip these messages.

Saul Jaffe
Moderator SF-LOVERS Digest
sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu

------------------------------

Date: 11 Oct 90 19:37:11 GMT
From: hoptoad!tim@uunet.uu.net (Tim Maroney)
Subject: Re: Star Trek: The Next Generation

mwhite@BYSON.MITRE.ORG (Mike White) writes:
>How could a home in 24th century Europe, even a rural home, have far less
>technology than a present-day 20th century home?
>
>Why are there roads (looking well used, at that), when certainly all
>transport on earth must be accomplished by beaming or air/space craft?

Because, as was repeatedly pointed out, the vineyard and home had been
deliberately set aside as a preserve for traditional winemaking practices.

Tim Maroney
sun!hoptoad!tim
tim@toad.com

------------------------------

Date: 12 Oct 90 01:52:00 GMT
From: GGREENBE@wiscssc.bitnet
Subject: Star Soap

   Is it my imagination that Star Trek seems to be taking on the format of
a Soap Opera.  Star Trek for the most part seems to not be taking on wider
social issues but instead seems to focus on the problems surrounding
relationships or self development.  Is the new age movement this popular in
California?  In addition, the show seems to deal with so many issues that
ends up (as someone mentioned previously) leading up to problems then
quickly solving them.  In addition, it almost seems like there is to much
being invested in special effects rather then plot development.  Doctor Who
seems to do fairly well regarding plots even though they have fairly cheesy
sets.

Don't get me wrong its still somewhat fun to watch, but in many cases the
show seems to leave me dissatisfied considering how much they are
investing.

Greg Greeenberg
Sociology
University of Wisconsin

------------------------------

Date: 12 Oct 90 16:15:00 GMT
From: BKANE@iubacs.bitnet
Subject: ST:TNG

In reference to the question about how you can distinguish O'Brien's rank -
you can't! The pips on his collar are identical to a lieutenant's. The FASA
TNG Officer`s Manual (a dangerous book if there was one) shows a duty
uniform for petty officers, but obviously FASA and Starfleet don't talk
much anymore.  I'm just glad that they finally gave him a first name.

In reference to dubious European accents: all Frenchmen have English
accents just like all Romans had English accents in the Biblical "epic"
films of the 1950's. Of course, if they hadn't hired an Englishman to play
a French captain in the first place, maybe they could all have had American
accents. And why doesn't Worf have either a Russian OR Klingon accent?

In re Picard's psychotherapy: personally I wish he'd have wrestled in the
mud with Troi instead of his brother. Sex, catharsis, mud wrestling, why
didn't Freud think of this years ago?

------------------------------

Date: 10 Oct 90 18:23:28 GMT
From: myers@hpfcdj.fc.hp.com (Bob Myers)
Subject: Re: Star Trek: The Next Generation

>>How could you tell that O'Brien, the transporter operator, is an enlisted
>>man and not an officer?  How is his uniform/insignia different?
>
>The same way you can tell which persons are Lietenants, Lt. Commanders,
>Commanders, Captains, etc.  Starfleet uniforms have rank indicators on the
>collars.

Yup, but that's just the point.  "Chief" O'Brien has, at least since the
third season, been wearing the two pips of a full Lieutenant.  I suspect
that "Chief" is actually a title ("chief of transporter operations,"
perhaps) rahter than O'Brien's rank.  The Great Bird seems Very Big on a
nearly-all- officer crew, although TOS at least used to have some extras
running around Engineering wearing what seemed to be outfits for enlisted
personnel.

Bob Myers
HP Graphics Tech. Div.
Ft. Collins, Colorado
myers@fc.hp.com

------------------------------

Date: 12 Oct 90 21:33:00 GMT
From: GILL@qucdnast.bitnet
Subject: Borg and Romulans

BKANE@iubacs.bitnet writes:
>Why are you assuming the Romulans have been duking out with the Borg? The
>Enterprise first encountered the Borg so far away from Federation space
>that without Q's intervention it would have taken 50 years at maximum warp
>for the Enterprise to get back home. If the Borg were just now reaching
>Federation space, they would also just now be reaching the Romulans and
>the Klingons.  The Romulans have obviously been busy with internal
>matters, since they use the outpost incidents to inform the Federation
>that "We're back!"

   It has never been made clear what internal matters the Romulans were
involved in; besides, they wouldn't tell you anyway.  However, in the same
Neutral Zone episode, outposts on both sides of the Neutral Zone have been
scooped up.  In Q Who, when the Enterprise is introduced to the Borg, the
Enterprise discovers planets with scooped out spots identical to that seen
in the Neutral Zone.  Data remarks on the amazing similarity of the two
situations.

   Besides, if the Enterprise would need 50 years to get back to the
Federation, as you have stated (it was actually 200 years, but that's a
quibble), how did the Borg manage to do it?  It makes much more sense to
say that the Borg were already there, but exploring a different region of
space.  Perhaps the Romulans were able to drive the Borg out (in the
opposite direction to the Federation - how could they manage to do that?),
and thus their internal matters were solved and they could interest
themselves again in Federation affairs.

   Another question: are there more Borg?  It is hard to believe that the
entire Borg population `lives' on a single ship.  If so, the Borg could
easily be back.  And they won't be `put to sleep' again.

Arnold Gill
Queen's University at Kingston
BITNET: gill@qucdnast
INTERNET: gill@bill.phy.queensu.ca

------------------------------

Date: 12 Oct 90 15:20:55 GMT
From: attcan!ram@gpu.utcs.toronto.edu (Richard Meesters)
Subject: Re: Borg Nuking II

akcs.redout@tronsbox.xei.com (Redout) writes:
> I watched the episode of STTNG with the Borg in it, and I've been
> wondering about something.  When they beamed aboard the Borg ship, why
> didn't thay just beam a big antimatter bottle aboard after they got
> Picard out?  It would probably have taken care of the whole thing
> nicely.

I suppose the question that raises is: Can you beam a "bottle" of
antimatter anywhere?  Will the transporters do it, and what would happen in
any case if the magnetic bottle moved before the antimatter did?

Regards.

Richard A Meesters
Technical Support Specialist
AT&T Canada                       
ATTMAIL: ....attmail!rmeesters
UUCP:  ...att!attcan!ram

------------------------------

Date: 12 Oct 90 21:46:57 GMT
From: kanamori@neon.stanford.edu (Atsushi Kanamori)
Subject: Re: Star Soap

GGREENBE@wiscssc.BITNET writes:
>Is it my imagination that Star Trek seems to be taking on the format of a
>Soap Opera?

I assume you're talking about The Next Generation, not Star Trek.

>Star Trek for the most part seems to not be taking on wider social issues
>but instead seems to focus on the problems surrounding relationships or
>self development.

I disagree. TNG often faces social problems (whether they do a good job, is
another matter completely.) An upcoming episode is supposed to deal with
child abuse. The episode 'Who Watches the Watchers' was a statement about
religion. The episode 'Sarek' dealt with senility.

>In addition, the show seems to deal with so many issues that ends up (as
>someone mentioned previously) leading up to problems then quickly solving
>them.

Not quite. It's not so much the number of issues as the fact that they
often lose sight of the plot in their search for an Issue. But you're
right, they do try to stuff too much into their episodes.

>In addition, it almost seems like there is to much being invested in
>special effects rather then plot development.

Agreed completely!!! Giving Star Trek writers a big SFX budget is an
invitation for Hell to break loose. Best of Both Worlds Part II, Star Trek:
The Motionless Picture - thinking of the waste makes me puke.

Sometimes, I think we should make the FX department work on TOS's budget
and *force* the writers into coming up with good plots.

------------------------------

Date: 12 Oct 90 23:43:23 GMT
From: onder@isi.edu (Bruce Onder)
Subject: Re: ST: TNG

bruce@seismo.gps.caltech.edu (Bruce Worden) writes:
[Paramount accepting unsolicited manuscripts]

>Sounds fun.  Can anyone else verify this?  How can we get the writers
>guide?

TNG has always been a pretty open show when it comes to reading new
writers.  Strange, considering the sheer number of neos who want to write
Star Trek.  Accepting unsolicited material does not mean you can just send
it to them - you've still, at the very least, got to get a release form
from them.

To get the bible: Get Paramount's phone number from information (213 555
1212).  Call and ask for Star Trek:TNG offices.  When you get there, ask
for the story department.  When you get that far, ask for a copy of the
writer's guidelines and a sample script (if you have a favorite, ask for
it, but don't be pushy, take what you can get).  Also ask them to include a
standard release form.

Now you've done the easy stuff.  Now, to borrow a phrase, "Now we go to
school!"

In other words, you've got to learn screenwriting for television better
than me (and the rest of the schmucks based here in El Lay).  You probably
can't do that in one script (I've been writing screenplays and teleplays
for three), but ST:TNG has a very good rep for giving new writers with
vision a break.

Go for it, dude.

Bruce W. Onder
onder@isi.edu

------------------------------

Date: 13 Oct 90 00:44:10 GMT
From: hsv3!mvp@vicom.com (Mike Van Pelt)
Subject: Re: Borg Nuking II

ram@attcan.UUCP (Richard Meesters) writes:
>akcs.redout@tronsbox.xei.com (Redout) writes:
>> When they beamed aboard the Borg ship, why didn't thay just beam a big
>> antimatter bottle aboard after they got Picard out?
>
>I suppose the question that raises is: Can you beam a "bottle" of
>antimatter anywhere?  Will the transporters do it ...

They beamed 2 ounces (I think) of antimater in a magnetic bottle down to
the surface of a planet in the Old Series episode "Obsession."  (That's the
one with the cloud creature that ate hemoglobin.)  Amazing that the
resulting mere 2 megatons explosion ripped the atmosphere off the planet.
(Somebody must have slipped a decimal point a few places.)

Of course, since they've shown that they can easily beam things to/from
places other than the transporter room, they could just beam a couple of
kilos directly from the warp engines into the Borg ship.

But then, Trek has never been very good at thinking through all the
implications of their technology.

Mike Van Pelt
...ames!vsi1!v7fs1!mvp

------------------------------

Date: 13 Oct 90 12:28:02 GMT
From: cosc124q@jetson.uh.edu
Subject: Q Who: Time for Big E to get back to Federation

Somewhere on this board there is a discussion about how long it would take
for the Enterprise to reach the nearest Starbase from the quadrant Q
flipped them to where encountered the Borg.

I didn't bother reprinting either person's discussion, but the debate was
between 50 or 200 years.

Both of these answers are incorrect.  The Big E would've reached that
starbase in 2 years! - not 50 or 200.  Still a long time to be in space all
alone being chased by dumb-asses stupid enough to make the regeneration
command low priority.

Matthew Tighe

------------------------------

Date: 13 Oct 90 19:48:29 GMT
From: vehaag@crocus.uwaterloo.ca (Viktor Haag)
Subject: Re: ST:TNG BoBW II

BKANE@iubacs.BITNET writes:
>It's silly to think that the producers would screw up their successful
>casting at this late date given the Gates McFadden fiasco two years ago.

What was the fiasco (email me with the answer if you this thread has been
done to death, but I wasn't around for any discussion of this)?

I personally like Gates McFadden better, despite her ineffectuality,
becasue I had had it with 'crusty, home style doctors who hate technology'.
Plus I find Diana Muldaur more grating than McFadden (I almost gave up LA
Law because of her until I realised that they were going to do away with
her!

------------------------------

Date: 12 Oct 90 18:38:45 GMT
From: myers@hpfcdj.fc.hp.com (Bob Myers)
Subject: Re: Star Fleet Rank

OK, the short version:

The uniform colors are the same as those in "Classic" Trek, but with gold
and red reversed (and actually, the "gold" uniforms in TOS were really
GREEN, but that's another story entirely):

Color      TOS                            TNG
Red     Engineering & Ship's Services    Command
Blue    Sciences (includes Medical)      Sciences (includes Medical)
Gold    Command                          Engineering & Ship's Services

Rank insignia have changed drastically, though; in TOS, the captain's
insignia was held to two-and-a-half striped so that the uniforms wouldn't
look "too military."  In TNG, the full and open pips correspond fairly well
with common current-day naval practice re: sleeve stripes:

           TOS                  TNG

Ensign     no stripe          one full pip       (Chekov, TOS; Wesley, TNG)
Lt. j.g.   never shown;       one full, one open
           presume 1/2 stripe  
Lt.        one stripe         two full pips      (Sulu, Uhura, TOS; 
                                                  Worf, TNG) 
Lt. Cmdr.  1-1/2 stripes      two full, one open (Scott, TOS; 
                                                  Data, LaForge )
Cmdr.      2 stripes          three full         (Spock, TOS; Riker, TNG)
Captain    2-1/2 stripes      four full          (Kirk, TOS; Picard, TNG)
Admiral    Various, usually   Various bars       (No continuing cast
                                                  members) 

The Commodore and Admiral ranks seem to be sources of great inconsistency,
at least until the "star" insignia used in the movies AFTER ST 1.  In TOS,
an Admiral or Commodore usually had at least one very broad gold sleeve
stripe; TNG admiral's uniforms have varied with everyone else's, but the
common factor seems to be extra gold braid and a gold bar with some
decoration.

Neither series ever addressed the question of enlisted men's uniforms and
insignia, although TOS usually had a number of extras in some type of work
outfits down in Engineering, who we might assume were non-coms.  Both
series have used the title "Chief," and at least TOS used "Yeoman" quite a
bit, but there was never any obvious insignia for either.  (I'm inclined to
think that "Chief" in the case of the TNG character O'Brien is part of a
title - "chief of transporter operations," or some such rather than a rank,
as O'Brien is clearly wearing the insignia of a full Lieutenant in the
Engineering section.  Roddenberry was Very Big on the idea of an
all-officer crew, but seems to have lost sight of the need for
enlisted/non-com crew members; there obviously can't be enough officers to
go around on TNG, as the most junior officer on board has been given the
helm and astrogation duties!  (So what does Data do at his station? Wes
Crusher seems to be both navigator and helmsman.)
 
Bob Myers
myers@fc.hp.com

------------------------------

Date: 16 Oct 90 09:32:00 GMT
From: CLS026@vaxc.bangor.ac.uk ("Paul Wood ")
Subject: RE: SF-LOVERS Digest V15 #356

The STNG episode family was NOT a low budget episode as some might believe.
At the MidCon (UK) convention last weekend, Richard Arnold explained that
the cost of guest stars in the story made it equally expensive to make.
The opener of season 4 went down very well at the con, and slides of
episodes to come look very promising.

Paul Wood
R.P.Wood@Bangor.ac.UK

------------------------------

Date: 16 Oct 90 15:36:45 GMT
From: kuhnle@ait.physik.uni-tuebingen.de
Subject: The mysterious Q (ST:TNG)

After reading all the messages about ST:TNG, I decided to throw my $0.02
in.

First, I must admit that my information about ST:TNG is rather outdated.
Over here in Germany, the first season of ST:TNG started six weeks ago, and
there is only one episode per week, therefore I don't have anything to
contribute to the Borg discussion.

Overall, the New Generation is better than I expected. But it still will
require a bit of time to get used to the new characters, since I am a big
fan of The Original Series.

But there is one person I really hate, and that is the mysterious Q!  This
megapowered being adds nothing good to the series. It is not even good as a
running gag (or something like that) because I can't see any humour in its
(his?) appearances.

What the hell did Gene Roddenberry think as he created that character?  Any
comments?

Volkmar Kuhnle
Astronomisches Institut
Universitaet Tuebingen
Waldhaeuserstr. 64
7400 Tuebingen (Germany)
(49 7071) 29 54 73
kuhnle @ aitxu2.ait.physik.uni-tuebingen.de

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	   Books - Auel & Blish (2 msgs) & Donaldson (6 msgs) &
                   Feist & Hambly & Kingsbury (2 msgs) &
                   Black Trillium & Star Trek Books

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 17 Oct 90 01:42:10 GMT
From: dant@mtdoom.wr.tek.com (Dan Tilque)
Subject: Plains of Passage by Auel (was Re: NOT a question of SF vs. sci-fi!

todd@dino.qci.bioch.bcm.tmc.edu (Todd Smith) writes:
>While I haven't read any of [Auel's] work (but when has that stopped
>anyone on this net?) and only know what I can infer from her interview,
>blurbs, et cetera (basically stories of primitive, pre-historic peoples
>perhaps told from a feminine point of view), I am intrigued as to why I
>(and some others) don't consider this "Science Fiction".  

It's not really.  Auel does an incredible amount of research on the
European Ice Age and uses just about all of it in her books.  However, she
doesn't really go much beyond that research.  At most, she borrows elements
from several competing theories to forge her own version.  There is an
element of fantasy in the psychic abilities of the various shamans, but
even that is borrowed.

About the _Plains of Passage_.  I've just got done with it and can give a
capsule review: only for hardcore Auel fans.  Those who like her but aren't
addicted can borrow the book for now and pick up the paperback next year if
you like it.

If you haven't read any of the _Earth's Children_ series (_Clan of the Cave
Bear_, _The Valley of Horses_ and _The Mammoth Hunters_) yet, start at the
beginning.  It's not that you need to have read them, it's just that this
series does not improve.  Clan was excellent, the rest is downhill.

As it's title suggests, Plains is basically a book to get the protagonists
from here to there.  They have a few interesting adventures along the way,
but she didn't really have to take 400+ pages to do it.  The book feels
excessively padded for three reasons.

1. Auel is making each book stand on its own.  Unfortunately, that means
that there's a lot of filling in the background on events that happened in
the earlier books.  Since this is the fourth book, that means a lot of
background.

2. The protagonists are travelling with two horses and a tame wolf in an
era when no one else has domesticated animals.  That means that every time
they encounter a new group of people (about 5 or 6 times in the course of
the book), they have to go through a ritual of proving the wolf is tame,
that he's cavebroken, has had his shots, etc.  It's only near the end that
she abbreviates this process.

3. In between encounters with people, you get a lot of travelogue and
discussions of Ice Age weather and ecology.  A lot of this stuff is
repetitious (for that matter, much of the background filling in was
repetitious too).  If Auel was trying to give an idea of how boring and
tedious a 1500 mile horseback trip can be, she succeeded admirably.

Just off hand, I'd say she could have cut this book in half and done a much
better job.

Dan Tilque
dant@mtdoom.WR.TEK.COM

------------------------------

Date: 16 Oct 90 19:33:00 GMT
From: J_DELANO@unhh.bitnet
Subject: Blish's Star Trek novels

In _Imprisoned in a Tesseract_ is a note that Blish accepted the Star Trek
commissions because he was trying to become an independent writer and he
needed the money.  He _was_ worried about what it would do to his name.
And, in fact, he only wrote five of the 12(?) star trek books.  The rest
were written by Judith Ann Lawrence, his wife, and his mother-in-law.

------------------------------

Date: 15 Oct 90 20:52:02 GMT
From: ward@tsnews.convergent.com (Ward Griffiths)
Subject: Re: James Blish

ST401844@BROWNVM.BROWN.EDU (Stewart Crall) writes:
> The main problem with Blish is that he wrote some Star Trek books.  This
> would lead someone to think that he does not extrapolate ideas well, but
> is one of those people who are just good at writing dime novels with
> quick preset characterizations.  Fortunately I had read 5 or 6 of his
> books before I found out he was one of the Star Trek hacks.  I have never
> tried any of his Star Trek books, except one which I found hardcover for
> 15c and could not resist.  It wasn't too bad.  But it was just a
> repackaging and summarization of Star Trek episodes.

Actually, for adaptations they weren't too bad at all, far superior to most
of the "novelizations" spreading around these past couple of decades.  He
took what were generally lousy stories and very bad science fiction and
tightened them up and rationalized them.  Such adaptations are always
tricky, because often the worst elements are the main identifying factors
in the story.

I had read 5 or 6 of his books before Star Trek premiered when I was 11,
and due to a broken TV, I read his first set of adaptations before I saw my
first episode (Charlie X, summer rerun).

Ward Griffiths

------------------------------

Date: 16 Oct 90 03:41:55 GMT
From: iho@cac.washington.edu (Il Oh)
Subject: New Donaldson books?

Does anybody have any information about what Stephen Donaldson is doing?
Is he working on a book?  I can't get enough of his writing.  I've read all
7 books of the Covenant chronicles. (at least 6 times each) I've read
_Daughter of Regals_ and the _Mordant's Need_ series.  I've even read that
Berserker book for which he wrote a chapter (I think it was _Berserker
Base_).  I don't think I've missed any.

I know the man takes his time to write, but it's been about 3 years since
_A Man Rides Through_, hasn't it?  Maybe it's just seems like it's been
that long.

Any information about any upcoming books would be greatly appreciated.

------------------------------

Date: 16 Oct 90 15:45:54 GMT
From: rma@acd4.acd.com ( R Matthew Adams     )
Subject: Re: New Donaldson books?

iho@akbar.UUCP (Il Oh) writes:
>Does anybody have any information about what Stephen Donaldson is doing?
>Is he working on a book?  I can't get enough of his writing.  I've read
>all 7 books of the Covenant chronicles. (at least 6 times each) I've read

I am only aware of 6 what is the 7th?

The six I know of are: (in no particular order)

   The Wounded Land
   The Illearth War
   The Power That Preserves
   The One Tree
   White Gold Wielder
   and the other one that comes before The One Tree in the 2nd series
   (I forgot the name again)

------------------------------

Date: 16 Oct 90 20:11:15 GMT
From: parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu
Subject: Re: New Donaldson books?

rma@acd4.acd.com ( R Matthew Adams ) writes:

>iho@akbar.UUCP (Il Oh) writes:
>>Does anybody have any information about what Stephen Donaldson is doing?
>>Is he working on a book?  I can't get enough of his writing.  I've read
>>all 7 books of the Covenant chronicles. (at least 6 times each) I've read
>
> I am only aware of 6 what is the 7th?

   He may have been refering to "Gilden-fire" which was a chapter cut from
the second book and published alone, and the also published in one of his
short story collections.  If he had bought it when first available it would
count as a seventh book.

Gregg Parmentier
parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu

------------------------------

From: news@inews.intel.com (news accounting id)
Subject: Re: New Donaldson books?
Date: 16 Oct 90 23:19:28 GMT

[Stuff Deleted]
>Where does "Gildenfire" fit into the story? Or is it just a few chapters
>from one of the other 6 books?

Gildenfire is the story of the three lords and the Bloodguard who were sent
to find the giants by High Lord Elena in _The Illearth War.  I read it in
Donaldson's short story collection _The Regals Daughter_.  In this
collection, Donaldson writes that he decided to leave it out of the second
book because it would be the only time that the story was told from the
perspective of someone not from the "real" world (i.e. Covenent's world)
and would prove that the Land was real.  Instead he had one of the
returning Bloodguard tell Covenent, Morham (probably not spelled right, I
don't have my books at work) and Hile Troy what what they had found.  

Tom Soukup
tom@ismdqa.intel.com
{amdcad,decwrl,hplabs,oliveb,pur-ee,qantel}!intelca!mipos3!ismdqa!tom
tom%ismdqa.intel.com@relay.cs.net

------------------------------

Date: 16 Oct 90 23:47:33 GMT
From: iho@cac.washington.edu (Il Oh)
Subject: Re: New Donaldson books?

hennebry@plains.NoDak.edu (Michael J. Hennebry) writes:
>My recollection is that the new book will not be in the Unbeliever
>multiverse.

If there was any evidence to indicate that the Mordant's Need books were in
the Unbeliever multiverse, I missed it completely in all 3 of my readings.
Just because there's travel between parallel worlds doesn't mean it happens
in the same multiverse.

Il Hwan Oh
University of Washington
Tacoma
iho@cac.washington.edu

------------------------------

Date: 17 Oct 90 01:22:01 GMT
From: hennebry@plains.nodak.edu (Michael J. Hennebry)
Subject: Re: New Donaldson books?

>>My recollection is that the new book will not be in the Unbeliever
>>multiverse.
>
>If there was any evidence to indicate that the Mordant's Need books were
>in the Unbeliever multiverse, I missed it completely in all 3 of my
>readings.

Good. I missed it, too. I thought it pointless to explicitly state that
Donaldson's next book would not be in the Mordant's Need multiverse after
writing about Donaldson fighting himself to write Mordant's Need and that
it was no more Mister Nice Guy for his next novel. I suppose that does not
quite eliminate the possibility of his next novel being in the Mordant's
Need multiverse, but I thought it close enough.  BTW Donaldson didn't
explicitly state that his next book would not be in the Mordant's Need
multiverse.

Mike
hennebry@plains.NoDak.edu

------------------------------

Date: 15 Oct 90 18:09:28 GMT
From: INFOSY11@uconnvm.bitnet (Mike Loux)
Subject: RE: Faerie Tale

I found Faerie Tale, by R. Feist, to be a good read.  it was kind of odd,
because it started out as a horror story, and transformed into a fantasy
about halfway through the book. I certainly don't think that it detracted
from the story any.  A good read, if you like Faerie lore, as well as a
touch of eroticism.

As for Servant of the Empire, I don't know anything really about it, except
that Mara, the main character, is back, and she gets involved with a
Midkemian Slave. Hmm, odd, I thought that she might get involved with
Hokanu; there were certainly hints of that in the first book. But then
again, I suppose that that would interfere with the original Riftwar saga,
as nowhere did we see Hokanu talking about marriage or anything, and that
is something that I think would have been mentioned.

Michael J. Loux Jr
University of Connecticut Computer Center
Storrs, CT
INFOSY11@UCONNVM

------------------------------

Date: 16 Oct 90 04:06:34 GMT
From: xanthian@zorch.sf-bay.org (Kent Paul Dolan)
Subject: Re: Hambly

WELDENTB%MYOC@dupont.COM writes:
>Anyone out in SF-LOVER land familiar with the works of Barbara Hambly?
>I've read (and re-read) _The Darwath Trilogy_ (The Time of the Dark, The
>Walls of Air, and The Armies of Daylight).  Even though it is another case
>of a person (or people) who lives in "our" world (even though they don't
>quite fit in) winding up in a world where magic, monsters, castles, etc.
>exist, they are extremely well written (IMHO, of course).  I've also read
>_Those Who Hunt the Night_, a real page-turner (I read it in two evenings)
>about vampires.  This one has a VERY interesting twist in it (as compared
>to other vampire stories).  Here is my question:
>
>I've seen a couple of other series of books by B. Hambly (I don't know the
>series titles, but some of the books are _The Silent Tower_, _The Silicon
>Mage_, _The Ladies of Mandrigyn_, etc.).  Any opinions on any of these
>books?  Are they worth reading?

I've read two of hers.  One you mentioned, the Ladies of Mandrigyn, is a
complex and well woven tapestry of a world, that takes an army general and
kidnaps him to save a group of women whose husbands have all been captured
by the force of evil.  It is one of those luscious books, like Suzette
Haden Elgin's Native Tongue duology, that makes feminist points without
beating you over the head with them or spoiling the flow of the story.
Those are some _tough_ ladies she portrays, not just body tough, either;
tough right to the base of the bowels.  This is one of those books you'll
wish you could finish in a setting.

Now Dragonsbane, equally excellent, yanks the rug out from under you half a
dozen times in the course of the story.  Definitely, this is _not_ your
garden variety boy kills dragon, boy gets girl story.  There is a subtle
interlocking set of universes here, perhaps the same one to which you
refer.  The story is complete in itself, but the universe calls out for
further exploration.  (The girl "gets" the dragon, or so the dragon
complains at the end; make any sense out of that as a spoiler until you
turn the last page!)

Both are recommended.

Kent
xanthian@Zorch.SF-Bay.ORG
xanthian@well.sf.ca.us

------------------------------

Date: 15 Oct 90 13:42:00 GMT
From: rehrauer@apollo.hp.com (Steve Rehrauer)
Subject: Any sequels to Kingbury's "Courtship Rites"?

Subject says it all - has he written a sequel to this book?  Or any shorts
set on Gaeta?  The culture he built in "Courtship Rites" fascinated me,
despite repulsive notions like baby-liver pate, eeuui.

Steve
rehrauer@apollo.hp.com

------------------------------

Date: 15 Oct 90 20:00:08 GMT
From: kaufman@delta.eecs.nwu.edu (Michael L. Kaufman)
Subject: Re: Any sequels to Kingbury's "Courtship Rites"?

About six months ago I finished reading CR (for maybe the sixth time) and
wanted to know the same thing.  I managed to find out Kingsbury's phone
number and I called him up.  He says that he is in the middle of the sequel
now, but he didn't have any kind of release date.  He was very nice and
didn't seem to mind at all my call.  (Which is not a sugestion that
everyone call him.)

Michael L. Kaufman
kaufman@eecs.nwu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 11 Oct 90 01:50:16 GMT
From: haste+@andrew.cmu.edu (Dani Zweig)
Subject: Black Trillium

A collaboration between major authors is always a gamble.  With luck, the
synergy will produce a unique third voice with the strengths of both
participants; without luck the product will be a watered-down
lowest-common-denominator.  "Black Trillium" is the product of *three*
authors - Marion Zimmer Bradley, Julian May, and Andre Norton, and no
luck.

The plot seems to have been designed for ease of collaboration: Three
princesses must go on three separate character-strengthening quests in
order to overcome their character flaws and, incidentally, to pick up three
magic artifacts.  My impression is that Norton wrote her quest with almost
no input from the other two authors: Her character's quest (yes, each
author is responsible for a different character) reads much like vintage
Norton.  I kept expecting the Mazy Mire to turn into the Tormarsh.  I'm not
as sure about the other two.

The book is a Juvenile (though not billed as such).  This is not
intrinsically bad (the Narnia books are Juveniles, for example) but there
is always the risk, with Juveniles, of writing down, and in Black Trillium
the authors do so with a vengeance.

The weakest parts of the book are the beginning and the end - the parts
which feature the three princesses together, and hence had to be cowritten.
The beginning is just plain bad, with everyone talking like a hero or
villain from a Bad Novel.  The last few chapters are one of those
triumphal- procession anticlimaxes: The three magical artifacts turn out to
conveniently have whatever powers the plot requires, so the matter is never
noticeably in doubt.  They even obey orders along the lines of "kill
whoever deserves to die", which is a truly rare cop-out!

The book isn't actively *bad*.  Not as bad as, say, "Quag Keep", but it was
very disappointing, and did leave a bit of a bad taste.  Two stars on the
five-star scale.

Dani Zweig
haste+@andrew.cmu.edu 

------------------------------

Date: 11 Oct 90 19:32:09 GMT
From: shen@cae.wisc.edu (Shen Tan)
Subject: Star Trek: TNG

I would like to know whether the book by Prentice-Hall (I think) called
'Worlds of the Federation' or something is worth its price in hard cover.
It was wrapped up at the store.  Anyone who has comments on the above
please mail me.

What about the 1991 calendar of ST: TNG. Again, this was all wrapped up in
shiny plastic, trying to entice me but I was too strong to succumb? I don't
want to buy it until I know what's inside.  Will someone please help me on
this too?

Shen-Hsiao Tan
shen@cae.wisc.edu

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	   Books - Anderson (2 msgs) & Auel (2 msgs) & Eddings &
                   Ford (2 msgs) & Hambly (2 msgs) & 
                   Heinlein (2 msgs) & Ecological Sf (7 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 18 Oct 90 22:42:00 GMT
From: MJENKIN@opie.bgsu.edu
Subject: Poul Anderson

I just "discovered" Anderson's Polesotechnic League stories!  (I knew they
were out there, but I just got around to them.)  I have become an instant
Nicholas Van Rijn fan.  The books I've located thus far are: War of the
Wing-Men, The Trouble Twisters, Trader to the Stars, Satan's World,
Mirkheim

1)  Am I missing any?  (I hope so!)
2)  Anyone know how to pronounce Dutch?  HOW is "Van Rijn" pronounced?
3)  When I say 'am I missing any,' I don't mean the Flandry books.  I know
about them, they're next on my hit list.

Thanks in advance.

Mark F. Jenkins
Bowling Green State University

------------------------------

Date: 19 Oct 90 09:25:07 GMT
From: klaus@diku.dk (Klaus Ole Kristiansen)
Subject: Re: Poul Anderson

The biggest difference between Dutch and English is that in Dutch, like in
German, v is pronounced f. The 'f' sound in volkswagen is written with a v,
to name a German example.  W is pronounced v.

BTW it is van Rijn, not Van Rijn, van means from. While
the German von is a mark of nobility, the Dutch van is
a very common name element.

J is pronounced as "y the consonant"

Klaus Kristiansen

------------------------------

Date: 18 Oct 90 17:36:21 GMT
From: mok@pawl.rpi.edu (... Mok)
Subject: Re: Plains of Passage by Auel

>About the _Plains of Passage_.  I've just got done with it and can give a
>capsule review: only for hardcore Auel fans.  Those who like her but
>aren't addicted can borrow the book for now and pick up the paperback next
>year if you like it.

In your review you missed the one thing I really wanted to know. Yes, I am
quite familiar with her interminable prose and research. What I wanted to
know is: do we get more of those endless scenes where he wakes up, brushes
his teeth and tries to guess what kind of tea she made him that morning?
After the fifth one in the first book, I sort of got the idea. She seems to
write one for every day that the book chronicles! If you tell me that she
does more teeth brushing and tea scenes I give the book a miss. Otherwise,
I'll try it.

If you think that is is superficial, you're right. I just don't feel like
going through all that boredom (at least I want some NEW boredom) for so
little payoff!

------------------------------

Date: 18 Oct 90 11:52:20 GMT
From: przybyls@hpavla.avo.hp.com (Tom Przybylski)
Subject: Re: Plains of Passage by Auel

> If you haven't read any of the _Earth's Children_ series (_Clan of the
> Cave Bear_, _The Valley of Horses_ and _The Mammoth Hunters_) yet, start
> at the beginning.  It's not that you need to have read them, it's just
> that this series does not improve.  Clan was excellent, the rest is
> downhill.

    I think I liked the second book as much as the first.  No argument
that the downhill slope after that is pretty steep.

> As it's title suggests, Plains is basically a book to get the
> protagonists from here to there.  They have a few interesting adventures
> along the way, but she didn't really have to take 400+ pages to do it.
> The book feels eccessively padded for three reasons.
  
   At 400+ pages the book would have been padded.  Unfortunately, the book
is *** 700+ *** pages!!.  You need a very strong wrist to read this one
handed!

<< 3 reasons book seems padded is deleted >>

   Two other comments on why the book seems so padded:

   Each book takes many more pages to describe a shorter period of time.
_Clan.._ covered 10+ years.  _Valley.._ covered about 3+ years.  The last
two books cover about a year each.

   She spends a lot of time describing every little detail of prehistoric
life and it gets worse from book to book.  _Plains.._ has lots of
prehistoric sex (Alya discovers the 69 position!), prehistoric food
preparation, prehistoric bathing, prehistoric laundry, prehistoric
defication, etc.  And each of these shows up more than once.

   Dan said the book could have been cut in half and he thinks it's only
400+ pages.  I agree with him for the end result of 200 pages, but that
needs better than 2 of 3 pages tossed to get there.

Tom Przybylski
przybyls@hpavla.HP.COM

------------------------------

Date: 17 Oct 90 15:31:10 GMT
From: david@frodo.wes.army.mil (David Sanders)
Subject: Eddings

The fourth book of David Eddings' Mallorean series, Sorceress of Darshiva,
is now out in paperback.  I picked up a copy hot off the new-releases cart
at my local Waldenbooks yesterday (October 16).  Does anyone know if a
release date for the fifth book, The Seeress of Kell, has been announced?

David Sanders
david@wes.army.mil

------------------------------

Date: 17 Oct 90 18:15:48 GMT
From: lsc%chryse@sun.com (Lisa S Chabot)
Subject: Re: John M Ford

bilbo@alchemy.ithaca.ny.us (Paul Ciszek) writes:
>Which reminds me... did he ever do any stories about the Alternities
>company other than "The Road to Mandalay" and the one where the guy
>doesn't recognize an atom bomb?

Yes:
"Mandalay"
"Out of Service"
"Slowly By, Lorena"		(alternate US Civil War)

------------------------------

Date: 17 Oct 90 01:52:08 GMT
From: ted@arsocomvax.socom.mil (Ted Nolan)
Subject: Re: John M Ford: Captain Confederacy

haste+@andrew.cmu.edu (Dani Zweig) writes:
>jmf@abacus.uucp (Joan Frankel):
>>Can anyone give me a capsule review, or recommendation, of John M Ford's
>>other book(s)?  I know at least one exists, be it novel or story
>>collection I don't know; I saw a reference to it somewhere.

He also was involved with several issues of the _Captain Confederacy_ comic
books.  He co-wrote #9 with Will Shetterly, wrote #10 alone (and very well!
- - the best of the issues I read), and co-wrote 11.  He may have been
involved with #12, I seem to have misplaced it though.

Don't know where you can find them, the circulation was never very large.
As you might expect from the title, the basic premises of the series were
what if the had South prevailed in the Late Unplesantness, and had a
super-hero program.  (Actually the first premise is handled in a more
interesting fashion than the second (Though I like to think that the
Confederacy could have turned out better somehow))

Ted Nolan
ted@usasoc.soc.mil

------------------------------

Date: 17 Oct 90 17:05:17 GMT
From: mok@pawl.rpi.edu (... Mok)
Subject: Re: Hambly

WELDENTB%MYOC@dupont.COM writes:
>_Those Who Hunt the Night_, a real page-turner (I read it in two evenings)
>about vampires.  This one has a VERY interesting twist in it (as compared
>to other vampire stories).

I'll say it's an interesting twist. A vampire murder mystery?

>I've seen a couple of other series of books by B. Hambly (I don't know the
>series titles, but some of the books are _The Silent Tower_, _The Silicon
>Mage_, _The Ladies of Mandrigyn_, etc.).  Any opinions on any of these
>books?  Are they worth reading?

_Ladies_of_Madrigyn_ is a most emphatic YES! One of her best. The
_Witches_of Wenshr_ and _Hand_of_Darkness_ are also pretty good although
they don't up to the book they are sequeling. The other two you mentioned
are also very good, do read them. I can't remember: Did you mention
_Dragonsbane_ as a book you've read? If so, then you already know hat it is
simply the best book she's ever written. If not, then find a copy FAST!

In case you couldn't tell I like her stuff.

------------------------------

Date: 18 Oct 90 22:08:08 GMTF
rom: tdclaybo@uokmax.ecn.uoknor.edu (Tracey Dion Claybon)
Subject: Re: Hambly

_The Walls of Air_ and the other books in this series (can't remember what
it's called) are also very good.  (God, I hope I'm quoting the right author
here)  

Tracey Claybon
tdclaybo@uokmax.ecn.uoknor.edu
 

------------------------------

Date: 17 Oct 90 19:39:39 GMT
From: davidg@aipna.ed.ac.uk (David Green )
Subject: Re: Need sugestions for next Heinlein book

steve@wintermute.ucsd.edu ({Darkavich}):
> I have read only a few books by Heinlein...

... and it's best to try and keep it that way. No, but seriously, check out
'Stranger in a Strange Land' and 'The Moon is a Harsh Mistress' because
they've always been favourites of mine. Lots of the other books deal with
_very_ similar themes and feature some sort of swashbuckling moralising
space-opera hero who's really into sword-fighting (and if that sounds
familiar, refer back to the potted autobiog of RAH you get in most of the
NEL paperbacks). Sometimes, for variation, this character is female
(Friday, Podkayne of Mars - both good though). And it's worth reading
'Starship Troopers' because (a) it's meant to be a classic and (b) then
you'll be able to understand the jokes in Harry Harrison's "Bill the
Galactic Hero".

Dave Green
DAI
EDinburgh, Scotland

------------------------------

Date: 18 Oct 90 22:37:00 GMT
From: MJENKIN@opie.bgsu.edu
Subject: Need sugestions for next Heinlein book

>What I need are suggestions for the next book to read and why.

Depends on what you think about Lazarus Long.  I suggest picking up _The
Past Through Tomorrow_, it's a pretty good sampling of RAH's earlier work
and is set in the same basic continuum as _Cat_, _Time Enough_, and
_Sunset_.

Mark F. Jenkins
Bowling Green State University

------------------------------

Date: 11 Oct 90 19:20:00 GMT
From: J_DELANO@unhh.bitnet
Subject: ecological sf

   Isaac Asimov did a novel some time back called "The Gods Themselves"
which was about an energy crisis.

------------------------------

Date: 12 Oct 90 21:04:03 GMT
From: ST401844@brownvm.brown.edu (Stewart Crall)
Subject: ecological science fiction

My favorite science fiction author who uses ecological topics and themes is
John Taine.  I prefer him to most people who deal with these themes because
he always writes humorously.  His stories tend to deal with some sort of
physical imbalance which is destroying some ecology locally, and unless
arrested will wind up destroying the ecosystem of a very large area.  This
sounds like a forbidding type of topic, but he chooses a wonderfully silly
primice for the disaster, and then comes up with so many clever supporting
details for this pronice, that it is almost believable.

Take for instance "The Iron Star".  Here an explorer goes to Africa and
finds an area where a meteorite containing some sort of variant of iron,
had fallen years ago, and now radiations from this meteorite are affecting
all the life of the area, including one ape man who is a parody of Tarzan.
The effects of the iron star on the environment are decidedly unpleasant,
so the explorer and his scientist buddies decide to destroy the meteorite
since it is nuclearly unstable, and they destroy it causing the earth to
boil like porridge.  The focus is more on hard sciences like geology and
physics, but there are plenty of soft-science tidbits from biology and
ecology.  In the end, a long-term plague on the ecosystem has been removed
by a catastrophe, after which, the normal ecosystem will be given a chance
to develop anew.

------------------------------

Date: 13 Oct 90 04:09:38 GMT
From: delliott@cec2.wustl.edu (Dave Elliott)
Subject: Re: ecological science fiction

ST401844@BROWNVM.BROWN.EDU (Stewart Crall) writes:
>My favorite science fiction author who uses ecological topics and themes
>is John Taine.  I prefer him to most people who deal with these themes
>
>Take for instance "The Iron Star".  Here an explorer goes to Africa and
>finds an area where a meteorite containing some sort of variant of iron,
>had fallen years ago, and now radiations from this meteorite are affecting
>all the life of the area, including one ape man who is a parody of Tarzan.
>The effects of the iron star on the environment are decidedly unpleasant,
>so the explorer and his scientist buddies decide to destroy the meteorite
>since it is nuclearly unstable, and they destroy it causing the earth to
>boil like porridge.  The focus is more on hard sciences like geology and
>physics, but there are plenty of soft-science tidbits from biology and
>ecology.  In the end, a long-term plague on the ecosystem has been removed
>by a catastrophe, after which, the normal ecosystem will be given a chance
>to develop anew.

John Taine was the pen name of the CalTech mathematician Eric Temple Bell,
who wrote "Men of Mathematics", etc., still being reprinted. It's nice to
hear people are still discovering his books. He never wrote about math in
his SF novels, but biology (I think his wife was a biologist) not
necessarily ecology.

In Pasadena (where I lived) there were many stories about this gentleman,
who was an active mathematician until his death (1955??) at over 70 years
of age. He was proud of being an atheist, and told a story about driving
past a Christian church with his young son, who asked, "Daddy, what is that
building with the plus sign on top?"

David L. Elliott
Dept. of Systems Science and Mathematics
Washington University
St. Louis, MO 63130
delliott@CEC2.WUSTL.EDU

------------------------------

Date: 14 Oct 90 22:39:31 GMT
From: r1kcd@vax1.cc.uakron.edu (Karen C Davis)
Subject: Re: Request for Ecological Science Fiction

The field abounds with this kind of stuff.  I have a book at home called
_Eco-Fiction_ with a dozen or so short stories.  The only one I can
remember offhand was about people who had survived in an incredibly
polluted world, and it turns out that the children have nictitating
membranes over their eyes, among other mutations.  I only remember it
because "nictitating" is such a cool word.  I tried to check the spelling
just now, but it's not in my office dictionary.

Another story that springs to mind in is in a collection of Alfred Bester's
short stories.  It is about a scientist who makes a colossal goof (colossal
is even an understatement) but redeems it in the end.  I wish I could
remember the title (I'll check when I get home).  But I remember when I
read it that I thought "this could possibly be the best short story ever
written."  It builds up a deeply emotional situation within the confines of
small space, and then resolves it in philosophically satisfying way.

Another good story I remember is in a high school text book for an SF
English class.  It's something like "Crabs Take over the Island" and it's
about robot crabs that can evolve while duplicating themselves.  Anybody
into evolutionary game theory (my husband's dissertation topic) would love
this story.  You get several different evolutionary strategies and their
results in an interesting situation.

Sorry I'm not much on titles and authors today.  Short stories in
collections are hard to keep track of.

For books, the best I've read is Karel Capek's _War with the Newts_.
(pronounced "Carl Choppick").  He's the author of "Rossum's Universal
Robots" who originally coined the term "robot."  _Newts_ is a must read.
The original copyright is 1936.  If somebody bugs me, maybe I'll do a plot
teaser.  Right now I have to do some work.

Karen
r1kcd@vax1.cc.uakron.edu

------------------------------

Date: 16 Oct 90 13:10:04 GMT
From: rmj@tcom.stc.co.uk (System error - brain dumped)
Subject: Re: Request for Ecological Science Fiction

r1kcd@VAX1.CC.UAKRON.EDU (Karen C Davis) writes:
>Another story that springs to mind in is in a collection of Alfred
>Bester's short stories.  It is about a scientist who makes a colossal goof
>(colossal is even an understatement) but redeems it in the end.  I wish I
>could remember the title (I'll check when I get home).  But I remember
>when I read it that I thought "this could possibly be the best short story
>ever written."

The title is "Adam and No Eve", if it's the one I think you're thinking of.
It never occurred to me as an eco-disaster story, (well, you know what I
mean :-) but it plainly is. I agree that it is a thoroughly excellent short
story.

It's collected in either "Starburst" or "The Dark Side of the Earth", I
can't remember which, and probably in many other places as well.

rmj@islay.tcom.stc.co.uk
rmj@tcom.stc.co.uk    
rmj10@phx.cam.ac.uk   

------------------------------

Date: 18 Oct 90 16:32:59 GMT
From: peter@hari.viewlogic.com (Peter Colby)
Subject: Re: Request for Ecological Science Fiction

And to include one of my favorites:

"Floating Worlds" by Cynthia Holland. (The title and author may be slightly
different.) I don't remember the plot but the ecological background is an
Earth so polluted that humans have to wear breathing masks and goggles to
survive outside the domed cities of Earth.

peter@viewlogic.com

------------------------------

Date: 18 Oct 90 19:28:22 GMT
From: jcollins@aludra.usc.edu (James Collins)
Subject: Re: Request for Ecological Science Fiction

  There was one book I read a long time ago, unfortunately I don't remember
the name, that was based on a future where humans no longer live on Earth
because of the pollution.  The hero of the book was doing all sorts of
things to find people to research ways to clean up the pollution on Earth.
Since it was so long ago, I don't remember it clearly, but I think it was a
part of a series and that the hero was supposed to be a Hell's kid of
Devil's child (not in a religious meaning but because he belonged to some
group) or something like that.  Hopefully someone can come up with a title
and author.

James

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Today's Topics:

	   Books - Kerr & Rice (3 msgs) & Saberhagen (6 msgs) &
                   Shupp & Weiss (2 msgs) & Request Answers (3 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 17 Oct 90 23:19:16 GMT
From: juvonen@colossus.hut.fi (Panu P Juvonen)
Subject: Katharine Kerr's _DragonSpell_ out in paperback??

Has Katharine Kerr's _Dragonspell_ been published in regular paperback yet?
I know that it has been published in hardback and that funny new format
(soft covers, size the same as hardback), but my bookshop here in Finland
has no idea whether it is out yet in normal paperback ( I know that it has
been published in USA under different name, but as I have thus far bought
the English version of it, I am going to stick with it). As I am only a
poor :) student, I don't like the idea of paying three times as much for
the book as I normally would if I bought it in normal paperback format.

If any of you haven't yet read this series, I would rather warmly recommend
it, as it is excellently written and well worth reading even if you have
read a lot of the fantasy genre.

juvonen@niksula.hut.fi

------------------------------

Date: 16 Oct 90 21:24:14 GMT
From: dweingar@csserv1.ic.sunysb.edu (David Weingart)
Subject: Anne Rice

For anyone who's interested, the 15 October 1990 issue of the NY Times
Sunday Magazine had Anne Rice as a cover story; somewhat interesting, and I
_finally_ found out what name she writes her porn under!

David Weingart
dweingar@ic.sunysb.edu

------------------------------

Date: 18 Oct 90 03:08:38 GMT
From: netcom!aahz@claris.com (Dan Bernstein)
Subject: Re: Anne Rice

dweingar@csserv1.ic.sunysb.edu (David Weingart) writes:
>For anyone who's interested, the 15 October 1990 issue of the NY Times
>Sunday Magazine had Anne Rice as a cover story; somewhat interesting, and
>I _finally_ found out what name she writes her porn under!

Do you think it's fair to leave people in suspense like this?  First of
all, it's not quite porn, no more than any other romance novel.  Second,
the name she uses is Anne Rampling - real subtle.

------------------------------

Date: 18 Oct 90 09:48:56 GMT
From: sst@athena.mit.edu (S. Tucker)
Subject: Re: Anne Rice

aahz@netcom.UUCP (Dan Bernstein) writes:
>Do you think it's fair to leave people in suspense like this?  First of
>all, it's not quite porn, no more than any other romance novel.  Second,
>the name she uses is Anne Rampling - real subtle.

It's porn all right, and it's *not* the romance Rice published under the
name Rampling.  The porn titles are _The Claiming of Sleeping Beauty_,
_Beauty's Punishment_, and _Beauty's Release_.  The name she has on those
is A. N. Roquelaure.

S. Tucker

------------------------------

Date: 17 Oct 90 16:19:32 GMT
From: CANNING@intellicorp.com (Janet Canning)
Subject: Saberhagen swords and vampires

I have read up to the sixth book of the sword trilogy and I'm looking
beyond.  What are the titles of the next and where in the SF bay area would
you find all of them?  I.e. I find one or two that I already own and it's
frustrating.  Does he intend to further the series or is he off on other
series?  Also, being one fascinated with vampires, which of his series
should I start with, is it a continuing saga thing or different sets of
stories?  Believe it or not, it's hard to find a good bookstore with a
reliable info source in yuppie land.

Janet

------------------------------

Date: 17 Oct 90 21:22:35 GMT
From: dant@mtdoom.wr.tek.com (Dan Tilque)
Subject: Re: Saberhagen swords and vampires

CANNING@INTELLICORP.COM (Janet Canning) writes:
>I have read up to the sixth book of the sword trilogy and I'm looking
>beyond.  What are the titles of the next...

There are two series about swords: the First, Second and Third Books of
Swords and the First through Fifth (or is it Sixth?) Books of Lost Swords.
The entire titles in the second series are of the form "The Nth Book of
Lost Swords: Toadsticker's Tale" but I don't remember any of the specifics.

Dan Tilque
dant@mtdoom.WR.TEK.COM

------------------------------

Date: 17 Oct 90 22:14:33 GMT
From: neufeld@physics.utoronto.ca (Christopher Neufeld)
Subject: Re: Saberhagen swords and vampires

dant@mtdoom.WR.TEK.COM (Dan Tilque) writes:
>CANNING@INTELLICORP.COM (Janet Canning) writes:
>>I have read up to the sixth book of the sword trilogy and I'm looking
>>beyond. What are the titles of the next...
>
>There are two series about swords: the First, Second and Third Books of
>Swords and the First through Fifth (or is it Sixth?) Books of Lost Swords.

   This should definitely go into a FAQ list. The series begins with the
Empire of the East books, recently published under one cover, but
originally called: 
   _The Broken Lands_
   _The Black Mountains_
   _Changeling Earth_
These books should be considered the first three in the series, the fourth
through sixth of which are the books of swords, and the seventh through nth
of them are the books of lost swords. At the moment, that makes 11 books in
the series, with the latest being _The Fifth Book of Lost Swords:
Coinspinner's Story_.

   I've read the entire series, and I always get the next book when it's
out in paperback. It is well worth reading.

Christopher Neufeld
neufeld@helios.physics.utoronto.ca
cneufeld@{pnet91,pro-micol}.cts.com

------------------------------

Date: 18 Oct 90 17:27:21 GMT
From: twells@eecs.cs.pdx.edu (Tabor Wells)
Subject: Re: Saberhagen swords and vampires

neufeld@physics.utoronto.ca (Christopher Neufeld) writes:

>   This should definitely go into a FAQ list. The series begins with the
>Empire of the East books, recently published under one cover, but
>originally called:
>   _The Broken Lands_
>   _The Black Mountains_
>   _Changeling Earth_
>These books should be considered the first three in the series, the fourth
>through sixth of which are the books of swords, and the seventh through
>nth of them are the books of lost swords. At the moment, that makes 11
>books in the series, with the latest being _The Fifth Book of Lost Swords:
>Coinspinner's Story_.

Well They really aren't part of the same series. Granted that they take
place in the same world, they actually have very little to do with one
another.  The Empire of the East books, if anything, set a background for
the gods and Swords of the later series'. After all Empire of the East
takes place, what, a 1000 years before the swords books take place. Setting
the mythology of the later series' with the fall of Ardneh. The only direct
connection between EofE and Swords series' is Draffut. I don't think they
should be characterized as parts of an 11 book series, rather 3 series (and
for that matter the three novellas that make up EofE basdically only make
up one book, so they shouldn't be counted as 3 separate books) with EofE
being the first, The first Swords trilogy being the second, and the Lost
Swords being the third.

Tabor Wells
twells@eecs.cs.pdx.edu

------------------------------

Date: 18 Oct 90 20:10:19 GMT
From: pjt@cpac.washington.edu (Larry Setlow)
Subject: Re: Saberhagen swords and vampires

Some parts of this discussion could be considered spoilers.

twells@eecs.cs.pdx.edu (Tabor Wells) writes:
>The only direct connection between EofE and Swords series is Draffut.

This is known not to be true in the case of Wood, and I strongly suspect it
is not true in the case of the Emperor.  I'm not convinced he's Ominor
(I'll wait till Saberhagen spells it out), but I bet he provides a direct
connection regardless.

------------------------------

Date: 18 Oct 90 21:38:41 GMT
From: neufeld@physics.utoronto.ca (Christopher Neufeld)
Subject: Re: Saberhagen swords and vampires

twells@eecs.cs.pdx.edu (Tabor Wells) writes:
>neufeld@physics.utoronto.ca (Christopher Neufeld) writes:

>>   This should definitely go into a FAQ list. The series begins with the
>>Empire of the East books, recently published under one cover, but
>>originally called:
>>    _The Broken Lands_
>>    _The Black Mountains_
>>    _The Changeling Earth_
>>These books should be considered the first three in the series, the
>>fourth through sixth of which are the books of swords, and the seventh
>>through nth of them are the books of lost swords. At the moment, that
>>makes 11 books in the series, with the latest being _The Fifth Book of
>>Lost Swords: Coinspinner's Story_.
>
>Well They really aren't part of the same series. Granted that they take
>place in the same world, they actually have very little to do with one
>another.  The Empire of the East books, if anything, set a background for
>the gods and Swords of the later series'. After all Empire of the East
>takes place, what, a 1000 years before the swords books take place.

   Semantics. I consider a series any set of stories in the same universe
which follow an apparent chronological progression. The Foundation books by
Asimov share many of the attributes you listed above, and most of us
consider them to be a series, from _Prelude to Foundation_ to whatever the
last one was (_Foundation's Edge_?).

>The only direct connection between EofE and Swords series' is Draffut.

   Well, we don't know that to be the case. Do we know who the Emperor is,
or Wood? Anyway, the EofE novels provide useful background information
without which the subsequent novels are less enjoyable. This rates them as
a series in my book. Call it what you want, if somebody asks which book to
read first, I point them at EofE before the Books of Swords.
   Furthermore, I think it would be most unsatisfying to try to read the
Books of Lost Swords without first having read the Books of Swords. I don't
see why you want to separate those two groups into separate series, as they
share several main characters, as well as the Swords themselves.
   Maybe we can come up with another definition of a series. That is, one
in which reading later books spoils earlier books. In this case, the EofE
books have some major plot elements revealed by the later books, and so by
this definition they can also be considered a series.

>I don't think they should be characterized as parts of an 11 book series,
>rather 3 series (and for that matter the three novellas that make up EofE
>basdically only make up one book, so they shouldn't be counted as 3
>separate books) with EofE being the first, The first Swords trilogy being
>the second, and the Lost Swords being the third.

   See above. Anyway, who are you to say whether the EofE should be
"counted as 3 separate books"?  :-) I count them as they appear on my
bookstacks. Three paperback books not sharing a single binding, so they are
three separate books.
   So, you come up with your own definition of a series, and I'll
blissfully go on using my own. It's a series in my book, three series in
yours.

Christopher Neufeld
neufeld@helios.physics.utoronto.ca
cneufeld@{pnet91,pro-micol}.cts.com

------------------------------

Date: 17 Oct 90 22:03:49 GMT
From: seanf@sco.com (Sean Fagan)
Subject: Re: Soldier of Another Fortune, by Mike Shupp

ted@usasoc.soc.mil (Ted Nolan) writes:
>1) The antagonist is this book has some sort of unusual sexual fetish.

Not that I'm aware of.  Compared to everyone else, though, he is a bit
strange: he's perfectly willing to have sex with a female not in season.

>2) Why does Harper hate teeps?  This revelation took me completely by
>   surprise, and seems to make no sense, given his actions all along.

He hates them because he doesn't like the thought of anyone being able to
read his mind.  In particular, a large part of what he's doing is to change
things such that Onnul will be alive again; he doesn't really want everyone
to know it.

>3) Given that none of this ever really happened anymore, what was the
>   point?  To show how the main characters could develop?

Partially.  But I think the major thing that Shupp was trying to point out
was that *all* of what's going on can be whiped out by a single action,
making, if necessary, the entire series non-existant.

Sean Eric Fagan
(408) 458-1422 
seanf@sco.COM  
uunet!sco!seanf

------------------------------

Date: 18 Oct 90 03:18:26 GMT
From: jf3c+@andrew.cmu.edu (John A. Fedak)
Subject: Elven Star

Greetings,

    I just picked up a copy of the 2nd book in Weiss & Hickman's Death Gate
Cycle and have completed the first hundred or so pages.  Recently, The
authors have introduced a character known as Zifnab.  Is it just
coincidence that this guy is nearly identical to their Dragonlance characer
'Fizban' or are H&W just running out of ideas.  When asked for his name
Zifnab did say, "Er, Fiz- No I can't use that...".  This might get
explained later on in the book.

------------------------------

Date: 18 Oct 90 16:59:47 GMT
From: 6600kntp@ucsbuxa.ucsb.edu (Kent Perrier)
Subject: Re: Elven Star

jf3c+@andrew.cmu.edu (John A. Fedak) writes:
>    I just picked up a copy of the 2nd book in Weiss & Hickman's Death
>Gate Cycle and have completed the first hundred or so pages.  Recently,
>The authors have introduced a character known as Zifnab.  Is it just
>coincidence that this guy is nearly identical to their Dragonlance
>characer 'Fizban' or are H&W just running out of ideas.  When asked for
>his name Zifnab did say, "Er, Fiz- No I can't use that...".  This might
>get explained later on in the book.

No, I don't think that this is just a coincidence.  I think that they (Weis
and Hickman) are trying to bring up the point and the gods can be
multi-dimensional.  Although you will see later in the book

(***SPOILER***)

that the dragon refers to Zifnab as HIS familiar.  (I finshed it about a
week ago.  It's really a good book.  I'm still having trouble trying to
decide who the "bad guys" are.  Is it the Sartan or the Patryns?) I can't
wait until the third one comes out.

Kent Perrier
6600kntp@ucsbuxa.ucsb.edu

------------------------------

Date: 11 Oct 90 20:06:45 GMT
From: howell@grover.llnl.gov (Louis Howell)
Subject: Re: Felines in SF

noahd@yang.earlham.edu writes:
> I am not sure of plot, author or title (lots of help, eh?), but one of
> the main premises was that the humans had developed a space weapon system
> that involved a human neural-linked to the spacecraft for strategic
> planning and navigation purposes, and a cat neural-linked to the
> spacecraft, and specifically, the weapon systems, for tactical
> engagements and all-around vicious application of destructive power
> (watch kitty play with a rabbit someday, and you'll understand...).

"The Game of Rat and Dragon", by Cordwainer Smith.  Probably in "The Best
of Cordwainer Smith", but if not then it's in "The Instrumentality of
Mankind".

------------------------------

Date: 13 Oct 90 04:28:00 GMT
From: olorin@wam.umd.edu (David John Schuetz)
Subject: Re: Rabid killer weasels

HZS@psuvm.psu.edu (Therion) writes:
>What I'm looking for is a story/book I read about ten years ago. The only
>part I can remember is that there was this planet/colony/whatever that was
>defended by a psionic cannon type thing. When an invasion was imminent,
>they would hook up their psionic cannon to mega-amplifiers, and broadcast
>out to the invading fleet the thought and emotions of some raving
>psychotic weasels, causing crew members of said fleet to go crazy and
>kill each other off.  It may be a long shot, but can anyone identify this
>story?

This sounds like "Mother Hitton's Littul Kittons," another Cordwainer Smith
story.  It's not a fleet of ships, though, just one ship with one thief.
You can find it in /Space Lords/, a collection of his stories, which also
contains the wonderful "The Dead Lady of Clown Town," and the dark "A
Planet Named Shayol".  The kittons are actually psychotic killer minks, not
weasels.

Laura Burchard

------------------------------

Date: 12 Oct 90 22:58:12 GMT
From: danac@sgi.com (Dana Crom)
Subject: Re: Rabid killer weasels

HZS@psuvm.psu.edu (Therion) writes:
>remember is that there was this planet/colony/whatever that was defended
>by a psionic cannon type thing. When an invasion was imminent, they would
>hook up their psionic cannon to mega-amplifiers, and broadcast out to the
>invading fleet the thought and emotions of some raving psychotic weasels,
>causing crew members of said fleet to go crazy and kill each other off.

It sounds like a story by Cordwainer Smith. It should be in one of the two
collections "The Best of Cordwainer Smith" or "The Instrumentality of
Mankind".  The name of the story was (probably mispelled) "Mother Hitton's
Littul Kittuns" - I forget exactly how he mangled the spelling. Other
stories set in the same future can be found in "Quest of Three Worlds" and
"Norstrilia".

Good books, all of them; Norstrilia, BTW, was the world with the
interesting defense system.

At least one of these books has a pretty good short bio of the author, who
was a rather influental US diplomat. His real name was, I believe, Paul
Anthony Linebarger.

Dana Crom
Silicon Graphics, Inc.
(415) 335-1449
danac@morc.asd.sgi.com

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

		     Television - Monsters (5 msgs) &
                                  Star Trek (9 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 15 Oct 90 13:21:10 GMT
From: whitehec@project4.computer-science.manchester.ac.uk
Subject: Monsters

BSB (British Satellite Broadcasting) are about to show an American
programme called Monsters. They describe it as SF/Horror/Comedy.  Can
anyone out there give me information on this series.  Is it old/new etc.?

Thanks.

Chris Whitehead,UofM
whitehec@uk.ac.man.cs.p4

------------------------------

Date: 15 Oct 90 18:22:58 GMT
From: crisper@ucscb.ucsc.edu (71013000)
Subject: Re: Monsters

I saw an epsiode of this show, "Monsters", on one of the independent
stations (or maybe it was a Fox affiliate, I don't recall).

   It was bad.

   The plot was something like this: two scientists (one male, one female)
discover an intelligent strain of microbe, and succeed in communicating
with it. It had some wierd pulpish name (i.e. "Zarf" or "Grix" or
something) and they used a vocoded sort of robot-like voice for it.
   This microbe seems to be capable of feats of engineering at least 100
years beyond ours; it begins sending the scientists all sorts of miraculous
techno data, like how to build a machine that enlarges/shrinks things.
   See where this is going?
   The scientists build the machine and enlarge one of the microbe's
"units" so as to communicate "more easily" with it. The enlarged microbe is
basically a silvery BMW airbag or something like that, with a fan blowing
it around. No joke, it looks like a billowing Hefty 2-ply.
   The woman scientist is appalled by some of the microbe's ideas
concerning technology (i don't even recall anymore what it was, but it was
something cold and inhuman). The man scientist loves these cruel ideas, so
she leaves the lab in a huff. Great; leave the bug and the nutcase together
in a lab full of high-tech...
   That night, she returns, and finds the creature trying to operate the
enlarger, to enlarge hundreds more of its kind in a bid to take over the
world of men. She stops it, shuts off the machine, and it chases her around
the lab. Bad camera angles (like a POV from the trashbag). She stabs it to
death with scissors or a scalpel or something. Slow=mo shots of green pus
spewing out of the airbag. It stops billowing and collapses on her.
   Male scientist returns, gets really pissed off. Throwns female scientist
onto enlarger/shrinker platform and microsizes her into a drop of water.
She drowns. He contacts microbe colony, and tells them their enlarged unit
has died. Microbe has a better idea: fill a syringe with our strain, and
inject it into yourself.
   Dumbass male scientist does, and is immediately possessed. You can tell
because he talks emotionlessly in the third person. oooOoooh!
   Male sci-guy leaves to spread his "plague".
   End of show.

   Filmed on video. Poorly lit. Two actors, filmed entirely in one room
(the lab), with one "monster" (the airbag).
   Not unsurprisingly, the show aired at 11:30 PM.

   Watch it only as a joke.

Dan

------------------------------

Date: 15 Oct 90 22:27:38 GMT
From: csusac!potter@csufres.csufresno.edu (david potter)
Subject: "MONSTERS"

  I've watched quite a few episodes of "MONSTERS," usually while doing
something else.  I figure about one episode in five is worth attention.
  "MONSTERS" is shot on such a low budget, you wonder how they can afford
to use color cameras.   The scripts are often hokey horror pulp yarns
from the thirties or forties.
  But, occasionally, just occasionally, you see one that's just plain good
clean FUN.  There's one about an accountant who gets conjured up by a
demon, and tasked with coming up with a scad of gold bullion, or dying
painfully, for years and it's quite funny.  (One of the guest demons is
Richard Moll, a large, intimidating fellow who looks mean as sin, and
prefers to play comedy roles.)  Another, titled "Portrait of the Artist,"
is minor fun; stars Darren McGavin.  There's one about a cheapskate
bridegroom who books himself and his new wife into a surprisingly cheap
hotel&cruise package deal, and finds out why.  (Marc McClure is the lead.)
  Most of these episodes have only two or three actors on stage, use only
one or two sets, and carry the story, if at all, solely on the basis of
acting ability, direction, and script.  Needless to say, most of them fail
abysmally; but the few that *DO* come over well are worth putting up with
the rest of the trash.  In spirit and intent, the show reminds me of
nothing quite so much as the more macabre episodes of the 1960 "TWILIGHT
ZONE."
  I've seen two or three I'd really like to have on tape, but our local TV
schedule listings do their best to ignore this show, and almost never carry
a description.  Since it typically runs in the middle of the night, it's
going to be a few years before I get the ones I like.  (VCR usage is
contra-indicated, due to our local outlet's inability to hew to anything
like a schedule.)
 
  One warning: The quality and style of the "MONSTERS" episodes are VERY
uneven and inconsistent; SOME of these shows are great for kids, and some
so conceptually diseased they give grown-up combat veterans nightmares.
Preview the suckers before you let your kids see them.
 
I *believe* the show is still in production, but am not sure.  Anyone know?

------------------------------

Date: 17 Oct 90 01:03:31 GMT
From: drwho@wpi.wpi.edu (Eric Ant Von Laudermann)
Subject: Re: "MONSTERS"

One of my favorite episodes was "The Feverman".  It took place in a
Sherlock- Holmesian England, and concerned a sort of modern-day witch
doctor who claims to cure the sick by literally wrestling with the disease.
A skeptical man brings his daughter to him, and waits outside a closed door
while the doctor goes through his ritual.  Hearing strange noises, he
intrudes into the room, and sees this man desperately trying to strangle
this huge blob of fat with a head and arms!  I won't finish the story.
After getting over how utterly silly the monster looks, the rest of the
story can still be taken seriously.

I agree the show is not always good, but when it is, it's worth it.

------------------------------

Date: 18 Oct 90 20:02:45 GMT
From: lorenh@hpcvra.cv.hp.com (Loren Heisey)
Subject: Re: "MONSTERS"

potter@csusac (david potter) asks about "MONSTERS":
>I *believe* the show is still in production, but am not sure.  Anyone know?

The third season started airing several weeks ago. Listed are most of the
episodes from the first 2 seasons. They are in roughly the order they were
shown execpt for the ones I missed the first time they ran.

I agree that the story quality varies quite a bit but the same could be
said for the other Laural series "Tales From The Darkside."

1.  The Feverman
2.  Holly's House
3.  New York Honey
4.  The Vampire Hunter
5.  My Zombie Lover
6.  Where's the Rest of Me?
7.  The Legacy
8.  Sleeping Dragon
9.  Pool Sharks
10. Pillow Talk
11. Rouse Him Not
12. Fools' Gold
13. Parents From Space
14. The Mother Instinct
15. Their Divided Self
16. The Match Game
17. Rain Dance
18. The Cocoon
19. All In a Day's Work
20. Satan In the Suburbs
21. Mannikins of Horror
22. La Strega
23. Taps
24. The Face
25. Portrait of the Artist
26. A Bond of Silk
27. Rerun
28. Love Hurts
29. The Farmer's Daughter
30. Jar
31. The Demons
32. Reaper
33. The Mandrake Root
34. Half As Old As Time
35. Museum Hearts
36. Habitat
37. Bed and Boar
38. Mr. Swlabr
39. Perchance To Dream
40. One Wolf's Family
41. The Offering
42. Far Below
43. Micro Minds
44. Refugee
45. The Gift
46. The Bargin
47. The Family Man

Loren Heisey
Internet: lorenh@hpcvra.cv.hp.com
UUCP: {decwrl|rutgers|ucbvax}!hplabs!hp-pcd!lorenh

------------------------------

Date: Fri, 19 Oct 90 08:00:52 EDT
From: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu (SF-LOVERS)
Subject: SPOILER WARNING

****WARNING****

The following messages feature a discussion of "Star Trek: The Next
Generation."  Some of the material and comments presented in this
discussion may give away key elements of the plot.  Those of you that have
not yet seen the shows, may want to skip these messages.

Saul Jaffe
Moderator SF-LOVERS Digest
sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu

------------------------------

Date: 16 Oct 90 16:04:32 GMT
From: levin@bbn.com (Joel B Levin)
Subject: Re: The mysterious Q (ST:TNG)

>But there is one person I really hate, and that is the mysterious Q!

If you think Q is stupid, wait till you see the Ferengi.  But don't worry.
There are some worthwhile adversaries ahead, though some don't come till
later seasons.  The parasites from the end of the first (second?) season
are intriguing, for instance.

JBL
levin@bbn.com
{...}!bbn!levin

------------------------------

Date: 16 Oct 90 17:29:00 GMT
From: LISSA@wheatnma.bitnet
Subject: Star Trek: The Next Generation season premiere

>good plotting.  However.  Was it really the season premiere? It was likely
>filmed right after the last episode of last season wasn't it?  Wasn't it
>just sort of a teaser to the real season premiere?  The episode I am
>referring to was the one that aired this past weekend.

Well, I'm not sure if you're referring to "Family" or if you're referring
to "Brothers", but the answer is no.  When the last episode of the third
season was aired, there was no resolution written yet. It took those three
months we waited for them to figure out a solution to the Borg problem.
"Family" (the episode after "BOBW II") was the final part of the season
opener, that is, the resolution was a trilogy rather than just a two-part
story. The real season premiere was "Best of Both Worlds Part II" and
"Family" was the follow up to that.

Melissa Jehnings
Student Manager
Academic Computing Center
Wheaton College
Norton, MA 02766
BITNET: LISSA@WHEATNMA

------------------------------

Date: 16 Oct 90 19:04:55 GMT
From: HEROY@lsuvm.bitnet (Paul Heroy)
Subject: ST:TNG

I've got a couple of comments about recent episodes:

1 YACATSP (Yet Another Complaint About The Season Premiere): I never have
  seen the show where the Borg were first encountered, but apparently their
  home (system/empire/star cluster) was about 50 years from Federation
  space at Enterprise's top speed. Fast forward a few months, certainly
  less than 1 year, and a Borg is in Federation territory. UNLESS this ship
  came from much closer than Borg home space, they can travel *much* faster
  than the Enterprise. How the hell then, did the Enterprise stay anywhere
  near them on the chase back to Earth? Huh? Huh?

2 Just saw the most recent episode about Data's 'Dad' and 'brother'. I
  *thought* that looked like Spiner under lots of makeup as Dr. Soongh!  I
  meant to check the credits, forgot, and didn't remember about it until I
  saw Matt Gertz's comment about looking forward to it. It was the nose
  that gave it away.

Paul Heroy
Louisiana State University

------------------------------

Date: 16 Oct 90 22:30:24 GMT
From: kupper@debussy.cs.unc.edu (Mark Kupper)
Subject: Wesley and the Holodeck

>But there is one person I really hate, and that is the mysterious Q!  This
>megapowered being adds nothing good to the series.

Yea, but what the hell does Wesley Crusher add??!! I hate this little
weenie!! His personality is so lame and 2-Dimensional!!

As long as we're on the subject, the most ridiculously unbelievable thing
about the new series is the holodeck. It seems as though Gene just pulled
this idea out to fill in some episodes (similar to when the old trekkers
used to travel back in time). But it is definitely the weakest point of the
show.

------------------------------

Date: 16 Oct 90 23:26:13 GMT
From: vnend@phoenix.princeton.edu (D. W. James)
Subject: Re: I'm OK, You're A Borg

rtravsky@OUTLAW.UWYO.EDU (Richard W Travsky) writes:
>mok@pawl.rpi.edu (Malachi Orion Kelerison) writes:
>> afo9ewo@CABELL.VCU.EDU (Eric W. Olive) writes:
>>>     I'm not big on Star Trek trivia, but has the Federation forgotten
>>> how to produce nuclear weapons.  For the sake of the innocent people
>>> about to be "BORGED" (sp?) I'm sure that whipping out some major
>>> kilotonnage would have been worth it.  I mean, they did lose forty
>>> ships at Wolfe's Point.
>
>> Since nuclear weapons are obsolete compared to the more superior phasers
>> and photon torpedoes (which are simply matter-antimatter missiles), and
>> the fleet was STILL wiped out, I don't think a megaton H-bomb would have
>> done anything, much less a KILOton.

>This is an interesting technological conceit.  I am reminded of the 'peace
>shield', i.e., Star Wars or SDI, that would render nuclear missiles
>obsolete (wink wink).  If "matter weapons" (like missiles or bullets) are
>obsolete in comparision to "energy weapons" (like phasers), this implies a
>high degree of sophisication in such areas as locating and tracking
>targets.  When I watched the individual Borg with their own handy dandy
>personal force fields, I had to think: How about an Uzi?  (Also, something
>that was brought up earlier in this list was since the Borg seemed
>unconcerned about people beaming over, why not beam some explosives over?
>Perhaps that's what Eric meant.)

   Trek as a rule didn't seem to consider various bombs to be that much of
a threat (TOS first Romulan episode not withstanding).  As for kinetic
energy weapons: if you have a shield capable of absorbing the energy in a
phaser (which we have seen vaporize a couple of hundred pounds of water
with suspended impurities), what makes you think it can't stop the
relatively trivial amount of energy in a bullet?  Yes, poking holes in the
Borg would probably do some damage.  If you could poke the holes.

   As for teleporting a bomb over, the Borg certainly have the force field
technology to quickly contain the explosion (he says, pulling authorial
rabbit out of the hat.)  After all, if the Enterprise can do it in one
place on the ship, I'm sure the Borg can wherever it is needed.

>More puzzling to me is: Why didn't the Borg blow away the Enterprise like
>it did everything else?  It continually let the Big E come close and do
>stuff (both before and after Picard was Borgified).
   
   Their tractor-and-cutter seemed to be doing the job.  Disdain would seem
to be reason.  They hadn't seen any evidence that the Enterprise was a
threat.

vnend@phoenix.princeton.edu 
vnend@pucc.bitnet            

------------------------------

Date: 16 Oct 90 23:05:47 GMT
From: bruce@seismo.gps.caltech.edu (Bruce Worden)
Subject: Re: The mysterious Q (ST:TNG)

kuhnle@ait.physik.uni-tuebingen.de writes:
>First, I must admit that my information about ST:TNG is rather outdated.
>[ .... ]
>But there is one person I really hate, and that is the mysterious Q!  This
>megapowered being adds nothing good to the series. It is not even good as
>a running gag (or something like that) because I can't see any humour in
>its (his?) appearances.

I, too, hated Q at first, but then I realized that he was the only one that
ever made them do anything besides shuffle dignitaries or medicine from
starbase to starbase or hang around in the holodeck.  The show has improved
steadily since then, however.  Also, in a couple of episodes you may not
have seen yet, he is actually much more interesting and adds a lot to the
show.

C. Bruce Worden
252-21 Seismological Laboratory
Caltech, Pasadena, CA 91125
bruce@seismo.gps.caltech.edu

------------------------------

Date: 17 Oct 90 08:25:41 GMT
From: whitehec@project4.computer-science.manchester.ac.uk
Subject: STNG - episodes banned

Bad news if you're British:

Star Trek NG which started 3 weeks ago is to have a couple of episodes
banned by the BBC for being too sexually explicit.  Also, one episode
contains a scene mentioning the IRA beating England in the 21st century -
this scene will be cut.

------------------------------

Date: 18 Oct 90 00:09:05 GMT
From: sellsrl@mentor.cc.purdue.edu (Skip Meister)
Subject: Re: Wesley and the Holodeck

>As long as we're on the subject, the most ridiculously unbelievable thing
>about the new series is the holodeck. It seems as though Gene just pulled
>this idea out to fill in some episodes (similar to when the old trekkers
>used to travel back in time). But it is definitely the weakest point of
>the show.

Definitely.  The holodeck opens up all kinds of questions about the
capabilities of ST:TNG technology.  Especially the Sherlock Holmes episode:
if Moriarty was sentient and able to be stored in the E computer, then by
simple rules of complexity, the Enterprise computer itself must easily have
the capability to be sentient (what, did the Federation mount Deep Thought
as a steering device?).

Am I remembering faultily, or did Moriarty escape from the holodeck in that
episode?  If so, then the entire E is a huge holodeck, no?

Exactly how does the holodeck fool you into feeling like you are walking,
and yet always have that damn arch right next to you when you call it?
Obviously one couldn't really train for battle situations, as you would
either run into walls a lot (if the movement was real), or the simulation
would only be very approximate (if the movement was faked).

Skip Meister
sellsrl@mentor.cc.purdue.edu

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

		 Books - Auel (2 msgs) & Bear (4 msgs) &
                         Saberhagen (3 msgs) & Weiss (4 msgs) &
                         Wurts & Zelazny & Requests (3 msgs) 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 21 Oct 90 03:40:45 GMT
From: dant@mtdoom.wr.tek.com (Dan Tilque)
Subject: Re: Plains of Passage by Auel

mok@pawl.rpi.edu (Mok) writes:
>In your review you missed the one thing I really wanted to know. Yes, I am
>quite familiar with her interminable prose and research. What I wanted to
>know is: Do we get more of those endless scenes where he wakes up, brushes
>his teeth and tries to guess what kind of tea she made him that morning?
>After the fifth one in the first book, I got the idea. She seems to write
>one for every day that the book chronicles! If you tell me that she does
>more teeth brushing and tea scenes I give the book a miss. Otherwise, I'll
>try it.

Minor nit: those were in the second book.  I don't remember any
toothbrushing and tea guessing scenes in Plains specifically.  I've already
mentioned the interminable "introduce Wolf to the strangers" scenes and
they seem to have replaced the toothbrushing.  However, there's still a
fair amount of personal hygiene there, just not toothbrushing.

>If you tink thattis is superficial, you're right. I just don't feel like
>going through all that boredom (at least I want some NEW boredom) for so
>little payoff!

Remember all those descriptions of the wildlife on the steppes in the
second and third books.  The ones where she itemizes everything from field
mice to mammoths.  Take them all and quintuple them.  Ditto for the
descriptions of plant life and the geology of the rivers, mountains and
glaciers.  That's what you have in Plains.

Dan Tilque
dant@mtdoom.WR.TEK.COM

------------------------------

Date: 21 Oct 90 21:59:13 GMT
From: kim_g_helliwell@cup.portal.com
Subject: Re: Plains of Passage by Auel

I am still trying to get through it (about as fun as wearing a hair
shirt!).  My gripes about the book are the sex scenes, described in ghastly
detail.  They are so wretched that I skip over them; they add nothing
whatever to the plot (plot? what plot?).

In Clan of the Cave Bear, Auel had a great story, and the characters moved
along in a logical development; Auel merely had to watch them and describe
what they did and interpret it for her readers.  That is also somewhat true
for Valley, as well.  But in Mammoth and now in Plains, Auel has taken
over, and is pushing the characters along; they have become puppets that
she is manipulating.

I ran across one of her gratuitous ecology messages.  It was jarringly out
of place.  She just slipped in some editorial comments, rather than letting
the story present the message.

I can't STAND the way she says "the man and woman," "the woman," "the
man,", or "the woman and man" instead of "they" and "he" or "she."  I'm
disappointed that her editor didn't rein her in a bit after Mammoth.
Rather, the editor (there, I'M doing it too!) evidently has encouraged her
wordiness, the tasteless and unnecessary sex scenes, ad nauseum.  I don't
think I will ever buy her books in hardback again, if I by them at all,
that is!

------------------------------

Date: 19 Oct 90 13:46:35 GMT
From: arc1@ukc.ac.uk (A.R.Curtis)
Subject: Re: Eon (Greg Bear)

Bruce said:
> Any thoughts on this novel by Greg Bear?

No one else seems to have anything to say, so here goes:

I couldn't put it down!  It reminded me of a cross between RAMA, 2001 and
"The City and the Stars".  That makes it sound awfully derivative of Arthur
C. Clarke but it's meant as a compliment.

It has its own definitive style too, don't get me wrong.  The detail is
worked out very well, but my physics isn't good enough to comment on the
higher-flung esoterics of multi-dimensional space!  The story certainly
flows very well; immensely readable.

Is the pi-meter described possible?  If so, how would you do it?  The meter
apparently measured the local value of PI, and this was expected to change
as the singularity in the "Stone" was approached.  The meter also measured
Planck's constant.  How was this done?

Does anyone have any comments on "The Forge of God", "Eternity" (which I
haven't read yet), or "Tangents" (a collection of short stories).

Tony

------------------------------

Date: 19 Oct 90 12:08:02 GMT
From: nick@lion.inmos.co.uk (Nick Haydock)
Subject: Re: Eon

onder@ISI.EDU (Bruce Onder) writes:
>Any thoughts on this novel by Greg Bear?

I thought this book was excellent. But though I enjoyed the writing in it
and the sequel, Eternity, I hated seeing the Way destroyed, IMHO it was a
crime.

Nick

------------------------------

Date: 20 Oct 90 02:23:36 GMT
From: dvljhg@cs.umu.se (J|rgen Holmberg)
Subject: Re: Eon (Greg Bear)

I won't comment on any books since I happen to believe that they are all
great except to say that I recommend Infinity Concerto and The Serpent
Mage. They are even better than EON in my book.

So much for unbiased critisism ;-)

Jorgen

------------------------------

Date: 21 Oct 90 05:40:18 GMT
From: swb@dainichi.tn.cornell.edu (Scott Brim)
Subject: Re: Eon (Greg Bear)

I too liked Eon a lot, much more than Rendezvous with Rama.  I didn't even
mind the moralizing in Eternity, and I actually liked it in Infinity
Concerto and Serpent Mage.  There are only two Greg Bear books I've read
which I didn't think much of: Blood Music (I think there have been better
treatments of the problem, e.g. Paul Preuss's "Human Error") and Psychlone.
Hegira was ok.

Scott

------------------------------

Date: 19 Oct 90 16:17:13 GMT
From: BERDANJ@yalevm.bitnet (Susan de Guardiola)
Subject: Saberhagen vampires

CANNING@intellicorp.com (Janet Canning) writes:
>Also, being one fascinated with vampires, which of his series should I
>start with, is it a continuing saga thing or different sets of stories?

I believe that he only has one series of vampire novels.  The titles, in
order, are:

_The Dracula Tape_
_The Holmes-Dracula File_
_An Old Friend of the Family_
_Dominion_
_Thorn_
_A Matter of Taste_

I would suggest reading them in this order.  The first three are
particularly good; _Dracula Tape_ is a wonderful rewrite of _Dracula_ which
puts an entirely different spin on Stoker's story.  _Holmes-Dracula_ is the
case of the mysterious Giant Rat of Sumatra, mentioned in passing in one of
the Holmes stories.  The books all have Dracula himself as a continuing
character, but I wouldn't exactly call them a "continuing saga".

Susan de Guardiola
berdanj@yalevm.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 20 Oct 90 18:57:39 GMT
From: JCT110@psuvm.psu.edu
Subject: Re: Saberhagen vampires

Saberhagen also is beginning to move into the Frankenstein mythos, with
_The Frankenstein Papers_.  Nowhere near as good as The Dracula Tapes, but
still fun.

Jim Thomas
Penn State
JCT110@PSUVM.PSU.EDU

------------------------------

Date: 21 Oct 90 05:19:39 GMT
From: twells@eecs.cs.pdx.edu (Tabor Wells)
Subject: Re: Saberhagen vampires

JCT110@psuvm.psu.edu writes:
>Saberhagen also is beginning to move into the Frankenstein mythos, with
>_The Frankenstein Papers_.  Nowhere near as good as The Dracula Tapes, but
>still fun.

I wouldn't exaclty say beginning. That was one of his earlier works. I
can't find my copy right now to verify, but I am pretty sure that it was
one of his first.

Tabor Wells
twells@eecs.cs.pdx.edu

------------------------------

Date: 19 Oct 90 13:27:35 GMT
From: glenn8@stretch.cs.mun.ca (Glenn Stowe)
Subject: Re: Elven Star

jf3c+@andrew.cmu.edu (John A. Fedak) writes:

>    I just picked up a copy of the 2nd book in Weiss & Hickman's Death
>Gate Cycle and have completed the first hundred or so pages.  [....]
>
>The authors have introduced a character known as Zifnab.  Is it just
>coincidence that this guy is nearly identical to their Dragonlance
>characer 'Fizban' or are H&W just running out of ideas.  When asked for
>his name Zifnab did say, "Er, Fiz- No I can't use that...".  This might
>get explained later on in the book.

   It is entirely possible that they intend to tie the series in to DL in
some minor way. Although they aren't writing under TSR anymore and TSR
probably owns the DragonLance rights lock, stock and barrel. They probably
can't get away with too much. Thank God the artists aren't under scrict
contract! H&W just wouldn't be the same without Keith Parkinson, Larry
Elmore et al.

   I sure hope they start publishing these volumes with greater regularity.
I would like to think that someone, somewhere believes that keeping your
readers happy makes better business sense than publishing parts of a series
months (years!) apart and feeding the readers an occasional morsel. I won't
mention any names David (whoops!)

Glenn Stowe
glenn8@stretch.cs.mun.ca

------------------------------

Date: 20 Oct 90 16:31:32 GMT
From: jbb@mvaxcs1.cse.nau.edu (Jon Bonnell)
Subject: Re: Elven Star

glenn8@stretch.cs.mun.ca (Glenn Stowe) writes:
>It is entirely possible that they intend to tie the series in to DL in
>some minor way. Although they aren't writing under TSR anymore and TSR
>probably owns the DragonLance rights lock, stock and barrel. They
>probably can't get away with too much. Thank God the artists aren't under
>scrict contract! H&W just wouldn't be the same without Keith Parkinson,
>Larry Elmore et al.
>
>   I sure hope they start publishing these volumes with greater
>regularity.  I would like to think that someone, somewhere believes that
>keeping your readers happy makes better business sense than publishing
>parts of a series months (years!) apart and feeding the readers an
>occasional morsel. I won't mention any names David (whoops!)

Well, last week while talking with Tracy I learned not only that they
aren't publishing for TSR but there is a lot of bad blood.  You are right,
TSR owns all the rights for DragonLance and isn't giving H&W any royalties
on anything other than the first set of books.
 
You might be glad to note that Tracy is currently working on three books.
Yes, THREE, that means you'll see the rest of the Death Gate Cycle coming
out much quicker than normal.  Of course with Margaret in Wisconsin and
Tracy in Arizona there might be a little more delay as they are still
collaborating and writing together.

Jon Bonnell
jbb@mvaxcs1.cse.nau.edu

------------------------------

Date: 20 Oct 90 01:50:05 GMT
From: jf3c+@andrew.cmu.edu (John A. Fedak)
Subject: Re: Elven Star

   I ended up staying up till 4:30 last night to finish the book.  A couple
of comments:

Zifnab (Or Fizban)  Made references to the following realms:
   Dragonlance
   Pern
   'Reality'
   Tolkien

   Who is this guy? H&W strung us along in the Darksword series about the
true identity of Simpkin and when revealed, it was a real let down (IMHO).

>that the dragon refers to Zifnab as HIS familiar. 
	
   Is it possible that the dragon was joking?  (And wasn't Fizban's dragon
still in Tasslehoff's pouch?  See DL legends 3, when tass is going through
his pouches at the end of the book)

>I'm still having trouble trying to decide who the "bad guys" are.  Is it
>the Sartan or the Patryns?

   My present opinion is that the Sartan have completely, (or almost) died
out.  I have the feeling that there are forces at work that haven't been
introduced yet.  H&W have done an excellent job keeping the reader from
being able to decide who the 'good guy' is.  I assume it will be Halpo and
Patryns just because he seems to be the main character.

>I can't wait until the third one comes out.

   Me, as well.  Have they set a date yet?  Has anyone read the first book
of Weiss' solo series?

------------------------------

Date: 21 Oct 90 16:25:52 GMT
From: jbb@mvaxcs1.cse.nau.edu (Jon Bonnell)
Subject: Re: Elven Star

jf3c+@andrew.cmu.edu (John A. Fedak) writes:
>   Who is this guy? H&W strung us along in the Darksword series about the
>true identity of Simpkin and when revealed, it was a real let down (IMHO).
>
>>that the dragon refers to Zifnab as HIS familiar. 
>	
>   Is it possible that the dragon was joking?  (And wasn't Fizban's dragon
still in Tasslehoff's pouch?  See DL legends 3,  when tass is going
through his pouches at the end of the book)

Well, one problem - I don't know if Tracy reads the legends, he doesn't
write them, and he gets no royalties off of them.  They are projects
published by TSR only and I don't think that TSR even collaborates with H&W
on them.

Jon Bonnell
jbb@mvaxcs1.cse.nau.edu

------------------------------

Date: 16 Oct 90 19:56:00 GMT
From: rogrif@snll-arpagw.llnl.gov (griffith richard o)
Subject: Janny Wurts and the Cycle of Fire

Does anyone out there have any information on the publication of the last
book in Janny Wurts' "Cycle of Fire" series? The book is called "Master of
Whitestorm" (I believe) and was supposed to be published in 1990, according
to the blurb inside her previous book. I realize that the year is not over
yet, but I have checked with several bookstores in my area and none even
have a notice that it WILL be published, leading me to suspect a delay. Any
info would be appreciated. By the way, the first book of the series,
"Stormwarden", was excellent. I haven't read the others, since I was
waiting to have the whole series in hand before proceeding.

Richard Griffith

------------------------------

Date: 16 Oct 90 14:24:29 GMT
From: ukc!kcl-cs!wyatt@mcsun.eu.net (The Mage)
Subject: The Amber Series

HELP!

   I'm an avid reader of Roger Zelazny's 'Amber' series, but I've only got
the first seven or eight books (hang on a second, I'll count... eight).
I'm told by a friend that the ninth (just after where Merlin hacks it out
with Mask, who turns out to be someone he knows (I guessed right! First
time ever!)) is now out in the US, but I've been round every bookshop I
know and none know when it's being published over here.

SO.

   If anybody knows the status on this book (and the rest of the series),
PLEASE could you drop me a line. I'm just DYING waiting for it!

   If anyone out there has a bibliography of ALL Zelazny's books, I'd be
eternally grateful for a copy! 

Thanks in advance!

Steve

------------------------------

Date: 12 Oct 90 15:40:21 GMT
From: dueker@xenon.arc.nasa.gov (Chris Dueker)
Subject: HPLovecraft story search

I read a Lovecraftian story (I say that because it might not have been
written by HPL himself) sometime in the last year, and I'd like to read it
again, but I don't remember the name.  I hope some HPL fan can tell me the
name.

The story has some guy finding/purchasing a very old book with some very
odd text and gives him a feeling of disgust/evil.  In some way he knows
that the characters making up the text are not "right" somehow, and I think
that he "sees", faintly different characters under/with the visible test.
He proceeds to copy the book and redo the characters "right".  It turns out
to be the fabled Necronomicon by the mad Arab Abdul Alhazred.

Anybody read this story and what it's name is?  and who the author is?  I'd
appreciate any response by email (preferably to the first one below).

Chris Dueker
dueker@xenon.arc.nasa.gov
duke@well.sf.ca.us

------------------------------

Date: 12 Oct 90 23:53:32 GMT
From: haste+@andrew.cmu.edu (Dani Zweig)
Subject: Story request (a strong constitution)

I've forgotten the name and author of this story, as well as where it's
anthologized:

A pair of sociologists, under funding pressure to show that sociology has
practical applications, identify the factors which make some organizations
dynamic and condense them into a set of by-laws which is adopted by a
sewing circle.  A year later this sewing circle (no longer called that) is
on its way to world domination.

Any assistance would be appreciated.

Dani Zweig
haste+@andrew.cmu.edu 

------------------------------

Date: 16 Oct 90 22:05:40 GMT
From: ST401844@brownvm.brown.edu (Stewart Crall)
Subject: book request

I am interested in knowing the author of a book called something like
"Space Olympics".  It was in my junior high library, somewhere between the
e's and the n's, and it is probably a kiddie book.  In the book, a heavy
worlder was recruited by a wandering space merchant; the merchant saw him
throwing a rock at some sheep (or a facsimile thereof), and decided he
would make a great discus thrower.  Then they went to a water world, and
found a couple of very strong swimmers to also compete.  Finally they get
to the olympic planet, and the heavy-world boy wins the discus, but because
he was born on a world with a stronger gravitational field than the one he
grew up on, they had given him the wrong handicap, and the new handicap was
enough to take away the gold medal.  It had a happy ending when the boy
threw some medicine or something from one mountain peak to another mountain
peak, and saved some lives.  The guy who got the medal from him, being a
great guy, then gave the medal back to him because the throw was so far.
The author might be Alexander Key, but I have never seen this book in a
used bookstore.  Another possibility is Alan Dean Foster, because I always
skip over his books on principle.

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	      Books - The Black Throne (4 msgs) & Outbanker &
                      Sunrunners Fire & Questions &
                      Time Travel (4 msgs) & Answers (5 msgs) &
                      Requests (5 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 16 Oct 90 20:16:00 GMT
From: WSCART01@ulkyvx.bitnet
Subject: The Black Throne  ---Yuck---

 I haven't noticed anything written about Roger Zelanay's and Saberhagen's
'The Black Throne'. I therefore assume that everyone liked it as much as I
did, which is not at all. OH, I don't mean to knock it too severely but it
seems too much like the style of 'The 24 Views of Mount Fuji' which I never
finished. Same is true of 'The Black Throne'. I got to page 123 before I
just had to put it down. Pure torture for me but maybe some one out there
will like that style. If anyone finishes it, your a better man than me, but
you have been warned.

I can recommend 'COILS' highly if some one wants to read a earlier
collaboration.

Stuart Carter
University Of Louisville
Physics Dept.

------------------------------

Date: 17 Oct 90 18:34:04 GMT
From: oliver@polk.cs.unc.edu (Bill Oliver)
Subject: Re: The Black Throne  ---Yuck---

WSCART01@ulkyvx.BITNET writes:
> I haven't noticed anything written about Roger Zelanay's and Saberhagen's
>'The Black Throne'. I therefore assume that everyone liked it as much as I
>did, which is not at all. OH, I don't mean to knock it too severely but it
>seems too much like the style of 'The 24 Views of Mount Fuji' which I
>never finished. Same is true of 'The Black Throne'. I got to page 123
>before I just had to put it down. Pure torture for me but maybe some one
>out there will like that style. If anyone finishes it, your a better man
>than me, but you have been warned.

That's interesting; I didn't finish it either.  I got about 2/3 the way
through and set it down, meaning to pick it up again. When I got some time,
I found that I just didn't care enough to find out how the thing ended.  I
just moved on to something else.

It seemed to me that they did a fair job of catching that 19th century
Gothic feel, but not a great job; even that interminable Dungeon series did
better.  The plot was OK but it seemed, by the time I got to where I
stopped reading, that it was just an obtrusive and thrown-together
scaffolding which provided the necessary minimal logical support for the
real purpose of the book - to provide a never-ending list of forced
allusions.

I really wanted to like the book; I like the authors and I like Poe.  It
just didn't click for me.  The cute "alternate world as Muse" premise just
couldn't carry it far enough.

Bill Oliver 

------------------------------

Date: 17 Oct 90 22:34:22 GMT
From: lfd@cbnewsm.att.com (leland.f.derbenwick)
Subject: Re: The Black Throne  ---Yuck---

WSCART01@ulkyvx.BITNET writes:

>I haven't noticed anything written about Roger Zelanay's and Saberhagen's
>'The Black Throne'. I therefore assume that everyone liked it as much as I
>did, which is not at all. OH, I don't mean to knock it too severely but it
>seems too much like the style of 'The 24 Views of Mount Fuji' which I
>never finished.  [...]

I recently read _and enjoyed_ "24 Views ...", but I also had some trouble
with _The Black Throne_.  My sense was that it reads like a Zelazny idea
but not like a polished Zelazny story.  I haven't read much Saberhagen, so
I don't know if the style is due to him, to the problems of collaboration,
or what.  There is clearly a deliberate attempt to use a nineteenth-century
presentation, but it seems a bit spotty and not totally convincing.

Still, not a _bad_ read, just not what Zelazny can usually do.

Assuming you've read a reasonable sampling of Poe's works, it should at
least all make sense, but it gets strained at times trying to squeeze all
the cross-references in.

(And no, I'm not going to say _why_ you need to have read Poe; that would
involve a much longer posting and a plethora of spoilers.)

I really did like the raven, though!  (Among other things, it likes to
swear, and doesn't seem to want to learn to say, "Nevermore!"  :-)

Lee Derbenwick
AT&T Bell Laboratories
Warren, NJ
lfd@cbnewsm.ATT.COM
<wherever>!att!cbnewsm!lfd

------------------------------

Date: 20 Oct 90 00:05:13 GMT
From: dlow@hpspcoi.hp.com (Danny Low)
Subject: Re: The Black Throne  ---Yuck---

I actually finished the book. Stylistically it reads like most of the
writing was done by Saberhagen. It did a very nice job of creating a
realistic alternate universe culture. The characters were rather flat. The
main problem was the attempt to include too much of Poe's works in the
story as literal events. The story line got rather contrived towards the
end. In all, it was okay.

Danny Low
HP SPCD
dlow%hpspcoi@hplabs.hp.com
...!hplabs!hpspcoi!dlow 

------------------------------

Date: 5 Oct 90 22:43:33 GMT
From: stuart@rennet.cs.wisc.edu (Stuart Friedberg)
Subject: Outbanker (Don't bank on it)

This is not a review.  It is a judgement.

I read the cover blurb for a recent paperback entitled "Outbanker" which
went something like "First there was the cowboy, then came the samurai, now
it's the outbanker", who keeps civilization safe for itself etc.  Self, I
said, this is either a cyberpunk-ish thing with the "banker" protecting
databases, or a Goulart-ish farce.  In either case, it's worth a try.

Mistake.  At about page 25, I threw the book across the room.  Outbanker is
an atrociously written piece of drek.  It's neither camp, nor space opera,
nor space western, nor hard-science, nor thriller.  It's gibberish at the
level of a BAD made-for-TV movie, and incredibly badly presented gibberish
at that.  Don't buy.

------------------------------

Date: 19 Oct 90 13:28:52 GMT
From: d86-lko@sm.luth.se (Lars-Ove Karlsson)
Subject: Sunrunners Fire

I've just read the book Sunrunners Fire (forgot the name of the author) and
what I would like to know if there is a sequel planned, the book sort of
hinted at that.

Thanks.

Lars-Ove

------------------------------

Date: 12 Oct 90 03:25:31 GMT
From: ted@arsocomvax.socom.mil (Ted Nolan)
Subject: Whenifs

Does anyone know when or if any of the following will be out:

1) The next book in C. J. Cherryh's _Angel With a Sword_ milieu?

2) The next book in her Sword of Knowledge series?

3) The next Dumarest book from E C Tubb.  (I think now would be a good
   time for him to actually find the thing and go on from there).

4) The followup to Vance's _Amarinta Station_?

5) A sequel to Sterling & somebody's _The Cage_?

6) Brin's next uplift book?

7) The sequel to Rosemary Kierstein's _The Steerswoman_?

Thanks.

Ted Nolan
ted@usasoc.soc.mil

------------------------------

Date: 15 Oct 90 23:59:05 GMT
From: lsc%chryse@sun.com (Lisa S Chabot)
Subject: Re: Time Travel Titles Wanted

Lloyd Alexander, _Time_Cat_  (nice pictures, too)

------------------------------

Date: 16 Oct 90 16:31:41 GMT
From: SUEHAY@brownvm.brown.edu ("Sue Hay ", tm)
Subject: Time Travel

Another time travel novel:

Time And Again.

It's not very typical. I really liked it. But I can't remember the author
off-hand. If anyone's really interested, I can look it up.

Sue
SUEHAY@BROWNVM

------------------------------

Date: 17 Oct 90 15:28:20 GMT
From: tdaniel@hubcap.clemson.edu (tod daniels)
Subject: Re: Time Travel

How about:

BEHOLD THE MAN

by Michael Moorcock?

Tod Daniels
tdaniel@hubcap.clemson.edu 

------------------------------

Date: 17 Oct 90 06:16:05 GMT
From: lopez!traal@sharkey.cc.umich.edu (Traal the BRAVE)
Subject: Re: Time Travel Titles Wanted

By Jack Finney, !@#$% I can't remember the title.  However, if you look
under Jack Finney you are sure to find it.  Ah, now I remember it:

Time and Again.

This is a wonderous book on time-travel.

Also:

Millennium - the book is much better than the movie.

rutgers!sharkey!lopez!traal

------------------------------

Date: 16 Oct 90 03:29:27 GMT
From: w25y@vax5.cit.cornell.edu
Subject: Re: Story request (a strong constitution)READ/NEXT

haste+@andrew.cmu.edu (Dani Zweig) writes:
> I've forgotten the name and author of this story, as well as where it's
> anthologized:
>
> A pair of sociologists, under funding pressure to show that sociology has
> practical applications, identify the factors which make some
> organizations dynamic and condense them into a set of by-laws which is
> adopted by a sewing circle.  A year later this sewing circle (no longer
> called that) is on its way to world domination.

I think Kathrine MacClean (sp?) wrote this; it may or may not have been in
the collection called _The Diploids_.

W25Y@CRNLVAX5               Bitnet
W25Y@VAX5.CIT.CORNELL.EDU   Internet
UUNET!CORNELL!VAX5!W25Y     UUCP

------------------------------

Date: 16 Oct 90 05:07:53 GMT
From: xanthian@zorch.sf-bay.org (Kent Paul Dolan)
Subject: Re: Story request (a strong constitution)

haste+@andrew.cmu.edu (Dani Zweig) writes:
>A pair of sociologists, under funding pressure to show that sociology has
>practical applications, identify the factors which make some organizations
>dynamic and condense them into a set of by-laws which is adopted by a
>sewing circle.  A year later this sewing circle (no longer called that) is
>on its way to world domination.

It's been a while, but I think that was "The Snowball Effect"; I've
forgotten the author (but I'm still working on those equations!  ;-).

Kent
xanthian@Zorch.SF-Bay.ORG
xanthian@well.sf.ca.us

------------------------------

Date: 18 Oct 90 01:26:24 GMT
From: Dan_Bloch@transarc.com
Subject: Re: book request

ST401844@BROWNVM.BROWN.EDU (Stewart Crall) writes:
> I am interested in knowing the author of a book called something like
> "Space Olympics".  It was in my junior high library, somewhere between
> the e's and the n's, and it is probably a kiddie book.

A. M. Lightner

Dan Bloch
dan@transarc.com

------------------------------

Date: 19 Oct 90 06:15:52 GMT
From: haste+@andrew.cmu.edu (Dani Zweig)
Subject: Re: Request for Ecological Science Fiction

jcollins@aludra.usc.edu (James Collins):
>  There was one book I read a long time ago, unfortunately I don't
>remember the name, that was based on a future where humans no longer live
>on Earth because of the pollution.  The hero of the book was doing all
>sorts of things to find people to research ways to clean up the pollutions
>on earth.  Since it was so long ago, I don't remember it clearly, but I
>think it was a part of a series and that the hero was supposed to be a
>Hell's kid of Devil's child (not in a religious meaning but because he
>belonged to some group) or something like that.  Hopefully someone can
>come up with a title and author.

"The Forever Hero", by L.E. Modesitt, Jr.  The three books of the trilogy
are "Dawn for a Distant Earth", "The Silent Warrior", and "In Endless
Twilight".  Very enjoyable, although the hero is a bit *too* capable.  Most
of Modesitt's other books (e.g., the Ecolitan trilogy) are set in a
universe which may be the same universe and may not.

Dani Zweig
haste@andrew.cmu.edu 

------------------------------

Date: 22 Oct 90 10:12:11 GMT
From: kuhnle@ait.physik.uni-tuebingen.de
Subject: crab island (Re: Re: Eco SF)

Karen (r1kcd@vax1.cc.uakron.edu) wrote:
>Another good story I remember is in a high school text book for an SF
>English class.  It's something like "Crabs Take over the Island" and it's
>about robot crabs that can evolve while duplicating themselves.  Anybody
>into evolutionary game theory (my husband's dissertation topic) would love
>this story.  You get several different evolutionary strategies and their
>results in an interesting situation.

I think I read this story (called "the crab island") some years ago.
Originally it was written in Czech, and the author's name was Josef
Nesvadba (sp?). He wrote the story back in 1968. The story deals not only
with evolutionary game theory, but also a very clever satire about
bureaucratic tendencies, especially communist ones (remember that the final
crab is VERY big and absolutely motion- and useless?).

Volkmar
kuhnle@aitxu2.ait.physik.uni-tuebingen.de
kuhnle@aitmvx.ait.physik.uni-tuebingen.de                     
psjeka1@zmvax.zdv.uni-tuebingen.de 

------------------------------

Date: 17 Oct 90 19:06:08 GMT
From: dirk@sirius.rice.edu (Dirk Valk)
Subject: Searching for Bordertown...

   I'm looking for author, editor, publisher information on a collection of
novellas entitled 'Bordertown'.  If you never heard of it you are excused.

   A couple of years back I picked up a great book, titled 'Bordertown' at
the local supermarket of all places.  The milieu was set up something like
this: our contemporary world and 'elfland' had, in the recent indeterminate
past, become reunited.  On the border between the two was a city,
previously of our world.  This city became known as Bordertown, and became
a trade route between the two worlds, important because humans couldn't
travel into elfland or vice-versa.  The abandoned poorer sections of the
city became a haven for the dispossessed (or dissatisfied) youth of both
worlds, and a rich scene for artists, musicians, gangs and punks developed.
The four novellas each deal with the youth of bordertown.
   The book was really great, and I enjoyed it for several years.
Unfortunately, a year or so ago I lent it out once too many times, and it
disappeared.  I'd love to get another copy, or find other stories written
in the same world (the endnotes hinted at this).  The only thing I remember
for sure is that Terry Windling was one of the editors, but I can't find
the book searching under her name. I think she was listed second or
something.
   If anybody out there can me out with either the name of the other
editor, the publisher, anything, I'd be most appreciative.  If anybody
tells me there's another book in the series, I'll be totally overjoyed.
Please respond via e-mail, 'cause I don't always have time to search the
net in detail.  I'll post a followup if I get a solid lead.

Dirk Valk
Rice Univeristy
dirk@spacsun.rice.edu

------------------------------

Date: 17 Oct 90 23:20:07 GMT
From: brockman@sage.cc.purdue.edu (Matt Brockman)
Subject: Book Title???

Several years ago I read 1/2 of a good book. I had to return it to the
library and haven't seen it since.

If anyone recognizes the storyline could you let me know the title, author,
etc.

It takes place in the future where space travel is common, yet very slow.
There is one planet which mankind has found suitable for colonizing and
that colonization has begun. However, the voyage takes many years.

Then a large corporation invents a teleporter which takes new settlers to
the colony-planet INSTANTLY! So, thousands of people go thru the
teleporter.

One man,the main character, distrusts the company and decides to make the
voyage by spaceship (it will take him about 20 years or so) and he is
laughed at by everyone.

Meanwhile, we find out that when people come out the other side of the
teleporter, they are captured and enslaved or something like that.

That's as far as I got.

If you know of this book PLEASE let me know.   @-)

Matt Brockman

------------------------------

Date: 18 Oct 90 18:58:58 GMT
From: monson@diablo.amd.com (Steve Monson)
Subject: An old story

A long time ago, in a universe far away, I read a story. In the beginning,
it concerned the arrival of a planetary exploration team on some faraway
world. They broke out their prefab huts and things, and started to assemble
them, but nothing would go together. After some experimentation, they found
out that the mathematics they were used to didn't work on this planet. If a
yardstick was cut in two, and the two pieces abutted together again, the
result was no longer three feet long. Things like that.

I read the story in the mid-60's, so it's an oldie. Anybody recognize this?
I thought it might be an Unorthodox Engineers story, but I haven't found it
in any of the collections of those that I have. I also once thought it was
*Bedlam Planet* by John Brunner, but it's not that either.

Thanks (I hope)

Steve

------------------------------

Date: 27 Sep 90 18:18:00 GMT
From: oelrichfw@wpafb-fdl.af.mil ("Fredric W. Oelrich")
Subject: name this book

I'm looking for a book written in the style of John Norman's 'Gor' series
about a female agent who was sent to a more primitive world to protect a
chieftain from assassination without his knowledge.  She posed as his
concubine.  She may have been telepathic.

------------------------------

Date: 20 Oct 90 20:41:23 GMT
From: nether@wpi.wpi.edu (Joel C Belog)
Subject: looking for a sequel

There are two science fiction sequels I am looking for.
	
   The first book is _Cloud Warrior_.  The book is about two groups of
people after a nuclear holocaust.  One group is a highly technical group
that was buried in the Earth, thus surviving the holocaust.  The other
group of people were those on the Earth's surface who had survived.
   It has been a while since I have read this book, but it has always been
one of my favorites. I can't recall the author's name.
   The other book is _The Torch of Honor_.  Again, I don't remember the
author's name.  It is about a group of young space explorers.  Actually,
the story centers around a couple.  I remember the wife's name.  It was
Joslyn Marie.  I remember it because it was also the ships name.  The
shuttle ships that were on the ship Joslyn Marie were Stars, Strips, and
Uncle Sam.
   This is one of my all time favorite books and it contained an ending
which almost promised a sequel.
   I would greatly appreciate it if anyone has any clue the sequels.

   Thanks in advance.

Joel Belog
nether@wpi.wpi.edu

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
***********************
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Today's Topics:

	     Miscellaneous - Visions of the Future (3 msgs) &
                             Avioids (10 msgs) & Awards & 
                             Cyborgs (2 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 16 Oct 90 14:52:56 GMT
From: jdnicoll@watyew.uwaterloo.ca (Brian or James)
Subject: Re: visions of the future

thatcher@claris.com (Jon Thatcher) writes:
[Where are we going speculation deleted]
>Which is the most likely of the other possibilities?  Even with the end of
>the cold war and the reduced threat of nuclear annihilation,
>self-destruction still seems quite likely.

   I've always had a soft spot for the scenario in which we *don't* wipe
ourselves out, but *do* undermine much of the planet's ecology, *do* use up
most of the easily accessible resources, and *do* spend the rest of an
average vertibrate species lifespan much poorer than we needed to be. Call
me an optimist [I think of landfills as future resource sources and plastic
as a material likely to be eventually used by *some* other species simply
because we leave so much of it around].
   Easter Island [I can't recall the right name. Rapa Nui?] is sort of an
example of this: the Polynesians colonised it, overharvested the trees and
other resources, and ended having a noticeable population drop as a result
*but still existed* as a kind of viable culture when the Europeans dropped
in to donate Eurasian diseases to the local culture.
   My apologies if my grasp of Easter Island history is flawed.

James Nicoll

------------------------------

Date: 17 Oct 90 16:56:11 GMT
From: mwhite@byson.mitre.org (Mike White)
Subject: Visions of the future

"A false prophet can be tolerated, but a genuine sooth-sayer should be shot
on sight" (or words to that effect). R. Heinlein

Future-forecasters have a really *dismal* record of forecasting the future.
The Smithsonian had a very interesting exhibit a few years back called
"Remembering the Future"; it was about visions of the future from past
years.  The real point of the exhibit was that almost none of the
predictions of future life came about, and what did come about was not
predicted.  The exhibit hall was chock full of atomic powered cars,
personal rocket belts, dome houses, wrist telephones, etc.  Missing were
personal computers, the influence of mass media, economic trends like
deficit spending, the conversion of the Communist East to democracy and
Capitalism, dependency on imported oil, and most other things that shape
our present world.

Just when you think you've got the future pegged, someone goes and does
something unpredictable.  In the 1940s, Pentagon brass hats predicted that
we were safe from massive nuclear attack.  They figured that aircraft large
enough to carry very powerful nuclear weapons were not possible, since such
bombs would be very large and heavy (the first hydrogen bomb filled a
good-sized building), and aircraft big enough to carry them could not be
built because too many vacuum tubes would be required for the aircraft's
systems (they called this situation the "tyranny of numbers").  They were
wrong on three counts, of course: bombs got smaller and lighter, Bell Labs
invented the transistor, making vacuum tubes irrelevant to the problem, and
the Russians invented the ICBM, making aircraft irrelevant to the problem.
Early marketeers figured that the total world market for computers was...
five; seems they were off by several orders of magnitude.  In the 1970's,
predicters predicted a food glut and an oil shortage for the 1980s.  When
the '80s actually got here, the situation was the exactly opposite: an oil
glut and massive famines in parts of the world.

From the lists of possible futures in the previous notes, my guess is None
Of The Above; something new and unpredictable will probably occur.

------------------------------

Date: 17 Oct 90 14:00:10 GMT
From: chroma@gorn.santa-cruz.ca.us (C. Elliot Friday UMN )
Subject: Re: visions of the future

xanuttall@levels.sait.edu.au writes:
>Popular conceptions of the future of humanity center around a number of
>themes, some being :
>
>1) we sort out our differences and go on to conquer the universe ( a la
>A.C. Clarke and others )
>
>2) we stuff the world completly up within 50-100 years ( best example is
>"Nature's End" [ I forget the authors ] )
>
>3) helpful aliens come along and help us to greatness (  Julian May )
>
>4) extrapolated current civilisation ( William Gibson etc. )
>
>Anybody got any thoughts as to which is the most likely ?

Alternative 4 (conspiracy hackers may giggle :) initially seems the most
likely, but all these extrapolation things seem to have one big fault. That
is some things do seem to go in cycles, so it seems after a great deal of
reading, that extrapolation books are almost always the ones that seem the
most silly or nostalgic 20 years later. Imagine the extrapolation novels of
the late 1940s which have a variation on America culture uber alles theme.
Or the 19th century precursors of Modern Science Fiction which had a lot of
"The 20th Century will be wonderful" in them, aptly described by someone as
"Future Perfect." So even tho it seems most obvious I some how doubt it.

Aternatives 1 or 2 actually seem most likely. By the way "Nature's End" was
written by Whitley Strieber and James Kunneta (sp?), yes that is Whitley
Strieber of "Communion"/UFO fame. My suspicion is that either could happen.
What actually will happen is an interesting question. The "fashionable well
founded pessimism" of today seems about as misplaced as all that
"fashionable well founded optimism" that the Victorians held." It all
depends on how many things work out and what we do about a whole bunch of
things.

Alternative 3 (now, fellow conspiracy hackers don't guffaw too loud:) seems
either the most irritating or the most fun alternative although it is
probably the least likely. Although I might add a LARGE MINORITY of the
Population is acting as if Alternative 3 has actually happened.

------------------------------

Date: 16 Oct 90 16:37:14 GMT
From: rcb33483@uxa.cso.uiuc.edu (Kehaar)
Subject: avioids...

   I was wondering, how prevalent are avioids in science fiction,
especially in modern science fiction.  Can somebody give me the names and
stats of some, if any, of the better known species?  I would really
appreciate it.

(To clear up possible confusion:)

avioids = any intelligent bird or bird derivitive.  MUST, however, have 
          intelligence above animal to qualify.

Stats requested are such things as height, description, race name,
homeworld, stories featured in, etc.  Other miscellaneous information would
also be appreciated.

Any source (novel, short story, TV, etc.) welcome!

R. Cody Buchmann
rcb33483@uxa.cso.uiuc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 17 Oct 90 05:18:56 GMT
From: erich@near.cs.caltech.edu (Erich Schneider)
Subject: Re: avioids...

Some birdlike aliens:

The Gubru, in Brin's _Startide Rising_ and _The Uplift War_. They were
uplifted from flightless birds, and have an interesting system of
"competing" for "gender" among their higher castes. _The Uplift War_ goes
into Gubru culture in great depth. I believe it is implied that the
Gooksyu, the patrons of the Gubru, were avian.

In the animated Star Trek episode "Yesteryear" (I think that's the name;
Spock goes into the past to Vulcan and meets his younger self) there was a
historian who was of an avian race. Check out the _Star Trek Log N_ by
Foster with the story, or _Worlds of the Federation_ by Johnson which has
details (I believe).

The paucity of avian races is probably due to the inability to justify the
need for intelligence in a species which simply flies away from any threat.
Note that the Gubru were (a) flightless (b) genetically engineered in the
distant past (like all of Brin's aliens).  

erich@tybalt.caltech.edu
erich@through.cs.caltech.edu

------------------------------

Date: 17 Oct 90 05:19:49 GMT
From: erich@near.cs.caltech.edu (Erich Schneider)
Subject: Re: avioids...

Oh, I forgot the Great Eagles in Tolkien's _The Hobbit_, _Lord of the
Rings_, and _The Silmarillion_.

erich@tybalt.caltech.edu  
erich@through.cs.caltech.edu

------------------------------

Date: 17 Oct 90 15:18:07 GMT
From: lim@freezer.it.udel.edu (Julie Lim)
Subject: Re: avioids...

   Tyldak, a kind of pterodactylified elf in Wendy and Richard Pini's
Elfquest_ series (does anyone else on here read that?).

------------------------------

Date: 18 Oct 90 08:47:46 GMT
From: goldfarb@ocf.berkeley.edu (David Goldfarb)
Subject: Re: avioids...

   On the bibliographic end of this thread, Poul Anderson has two avioid
races that nobody's mentioned yet. The novelette "The Problem of Pain" has
a race called the Ythri, and the novel _The Man Who Counts_ (also published
as _War of the Wing-Men_) has another whose name escapes me. Both stories
can be found in the collection _The Earth Book of Stormgate_. (The Ythri
feature in the framing story of the collection as well.)

David Goldfarb
goldfarb@ocf.berkeley.edu

------------------------------

Date: 18 Oct 90 13:21:46 GMT
From: fuzzy@athena.mit.edu (Pinkdex - TNG)
Subject: Re: avioids...

   Rebecca Ore's _Becoming Alien_ features several races of avioids, whom
remind the Terrestrial hero of Big Bird.  (My capsule description of the
book goes "Ponyboy goes to Space Academy," and no, that isn't a sarcastic
description either...)

   There is a sequel, _Being Alien_ that I assume features more of the
same, as I haven't felt the urgent need to read it yet.

Connie Hirsch
fuzzy@athena.mit.edu

------------------------------

Date: 19 Oct 90 06:41:29 GMT
From: jimcat@rpi.edu (Jim Kasprzak)
Subject: Re: avioids...

fuzzy@athena.mit.edu writes:
>   Rebecca Ore's _Becoming Alien_ features several races of avioids, whom
>remind the Terrestrial hero of Big Bird.  (My capsule description of the
>book goes "Ponyboy goes to Space Academy," and no, that isn't a sarcastic
>description either)

 You're right, it isn't. But a good read nonetheless. I think the book
would have lost a lot if it were told from the point of view of someone
more educated or more familiar with the concept of aliens from space. I
haven't read _Being Alien_ yet, but it sounds like it'd have an interesting
conflict possibility for the protagonist Tom Red Clay: as the title
suggests, Tom has spent so much time among the aliens that mentally he's
not really a human being any more. This could make quite an entertaining
story if it were handled well. Anyone out there who'd read the book and has
comments on how well it was done?
 
BTW: on the Philcon guest list last year I noticed that Ore's full name was
listed as "Rebecca Brown Ore". Given that, it's not hard to see the source
of her name for the books' central character. (-:

Jim Kasprzak
RPI, Troy, NY         
kasprzak@mts.rpi.edu
userfe0u@rpitsmts.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 17 Oct 90 21:40:33 GMT
From: sranade@hpcuhb.cup.hp.com (Shrikant Ranade)
Subject: Re: avioids...

Poul Anderson has written several short stories involving a race of
intelligent avians. Sorry, can't recall their names - didn't see anyone
mentioned them, so thought I'd jog the collective net.memory.

Shrikant Ranade
sranade@hpda.hp.com

------------------------------

Date: 18 Oct 90 20:02:10 GMT
From: joannm@hpcc01.hp.com (JoAnn McGowan)
Subject: Re: avioids...

Kevin O'Donnell wrote a book in the McGill Feighan (I may be messing up the
spelling) series with an intelligent bird species. I can't remember which
one right now - it might have been "Cliffs" or "Caverns".

JoAnn McGowan
Direct Marketing Division
Hewlett-Packard
+(408) 730-6082

------------------------------

Date: 18 Oct 90 23:02:41 GMT
From: dant@mtdoom.wr.tek.com (Dan Tilque)
Subject: Re: avioids...

You're probably familiar with these two, but others may not be.

Poul Anderson has created two intelligent flying races in his
Poleosotechnic League/Terran Empire universe.  One is in _The Man Who
Counts_ (also called _War of the Wingmen_).  They are more mammaloid than
avioid in that they don't have feathers.  They also appeared in one of the
Flandry books (_A Knight of Ghosts and Shadows_, I think).  To a certain
extent he goes into their evolution.

The other does have feathers and has jointly colonized the planet Avalon
with humans.  For the life of me, I cannot remember the names of the books
they appear in, but I think the name of the species is Ythrie.

I believe in both cases, the species are low weight (compared with humans)
and evolved on planets with low gravity and high air density.

Sorry about forgetting the data - it's just been too many years since I've
read them.

Dan Tilque
dant@mtdoom.WR.TEK.COM

------------------------------

Date: 17 Oct 90 15:46:48 GMT
From: chuq@apple.com (The Wandering Phew)
Subject: Re: Nebulas & Hugos

kcr@rushforth.Eng.Sun.COM (Kevin Rushforth) writes:
>>I just uploaded the Nebula and Hugo winner list from elbereth, and I
>>noticed that with few exceptions the winners for novel, novella,
>>novellette and short story were all identical.  Are the Nebulas just
>>truncated Hugos?

They overlap because both groups are voting on the same pool of stories and
a lot of the time both groups agree on what the best stories are. There's
also a fair amount of difference of opinion between the groups, too.

>The Hugo awards are presented at the annual Worldcon and are voted upon by
>the members of the WSFS (World Science Fiction Society).  The Nebula
>Awards are determined by a vote of the SFWA (Science Fiction Writers of
>America).  I don't know when or where they are presented annually.

Hugo awards are nominated in the spring and voted on through about July.
They're presented at the Worldcon every year, generally Labor Day weekend.

The Nebula awards are nominated throughout the year by active SFWA members.
A preliminary ballot is issued in January. The five works in each category
with the most votes then get placed on a final ballot, along with a sixth
work placed by the Nebula Jury. This final ballot is mailed to members in
February and voting goes through March. The Nebula awards are issued at a
banquet in April (this year it is in New York).

Chuq Von Rospach
chuq@apple.com

------------------------------

Date: 17 Oct 90 20:37:00 GMT
From: J_DELANO@unhh.bitnet
Subject: Cyborgs

   Martin Caidin certainly considered Steve Austin to be a Cyborg.  The
television series was based on his book _Cyborg_ (which had a few sequels)
   I think the best definition for a Cyborg is that it has to have been
born.  That would make the Terminator not a Cyborg (I agree; merely an
android though this is not being picky; Huey, Dewey, and Louey were robots;
the Terminator was an android)
   Yet I don't think that Steve Austin would today qualify as a Cyborg.
_Cyborg_ was written, I think, ten, fifteen years ago.  Just how much of a
human could be replaced by mechanical parts was then unknown.  Nowadays,
teflon knee joints are commonplace.
   Also, there's something else.  None of the teflon knee joints enhance
the abilities of the recipient, not beyond their original ability.  So I
guess Steve Austin could be considered a Cyborg because he could throw cars
around.

------------------------------

Date: 18 Oct 90 22:33:00 GMT
From: MJENKIN@opie.bgsu.edu
Subject: Cyborgs and automata...

Dan Briggs writes:
>Was Arnold playing a robot or a cyborg?  What is the dividing line between
the two? etc.  Let's lick it around a little bit.

As I understand the distinctions, we're talking about three different
animals here.  First, you have a "robot," which originally just meant
"slave," but has come to mean any purely electronic/mechanical device
capable of a degree of independent action.  Then you have an "android"
('having the form of a man') (why not 'gynoid?'), which has come to mean a
robot with a human form.  Then yo have a "cyborg" (for cybernetic-assisted
organism), which is a living organism enhanced by technology.

Implications: Callin R2-D2 a "droid" is a misnomer.  R2 didn't look
anything like a humanoid, except for Kenny Baker crouching inside.  R2 was
a robot.  Threepio, though, is a proper android (no pun intended).

Robocop, the Six Million Dollar Man, and others of that ilk are cyborgs.
(by the way, $6 mill man was based on a Martin Caidin novel called
_Cyborg_, if memory serves me.)  Darth Vader is a cyborg under this
definition.  I'm not sure someone with a pacemaker qualifies - it's a big
grey area.  If someone with a Jarvik heart is a cyborg, is Mannie of _The
Moon is a Harsh Mistress_?  Is an astronaut in a pressure suit outside the
Shuttle a cyborg?  On the other end of the scale, what about Michel from
_Berserker Man_?

Next?

Mark F. Jenkins
Bowling Green State University

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	    Books - Brin & Ford & Hubbard & Kennealy (2 msgs) &
                    Niven & Weiss & Zelazny & Answers (8 msgs) &
                    Star Trek Books (2 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 12 Oct 90 15:08:13 GMT
From: erich@near.cs.caltech.edu (Erich Schneider)
Subject: Re: Whenifs

The last time Brin spoke here, I believe he stated that _Sooners_ had been
completed. It's probably going through the pre-publishing process now. I
don't know when it'll come out but I would expect before 1992. Probably
next year sometime.

erich@tybalt.caltech.edu
erich@through.caltech.edu

------------------------------

Date: 22 Oct 90 04:22:21 GMT
From: boyajian@ruby.dec.com (Cisco's Buddy)
Subject: Re: John M Ford

bilbo@alchemy.ithaca.ny.us (Paul Ciszek) writes:
>Which reminds me, did he ever do any stories about the Alternities 
>company other than "The Road to Mandalay"

Actually, that story is titled simply "Mandalay".

>[...] and the one where the guy doesn't recognize an atom bomb?

There were four Alternities stories altogether that I know of, all
published in ISAAC ASIMOV'S SF MAGAZINE:

"Mandalay"            Oct 1979
"Out of Service"      Jul 1980
"Slowly By, Lorena"   Nov 1980
"Intersections"    26 Oct 1981

 --- jayembee (Jerry Boyajian)
UUCP:	...!decwrl!ruby.enet.dec.com!boyajian
ARPA:	boyajian%ruby.DEC@DECWRL.DEC.COM

------------------------------

Date: 22 Oct 90 00:03:32 GMT
From: michi@ptcburp.ptcbu.oz.au (Michael Henning)
Subject: Re: New info on L. Ron Hubbard

For some quite interesting information about L. Ron Hubbard, I can
recommend the book "Bare Faced Messiah" (I've forgotten the author),
available in paperback. It is a biography (seems quite well researched)
that makes for some fascinating reading. Don't read it if you are an L. Ron
Hubbard fan though, the book has quite few unpleasant things to say about
him.

Michael Henning
Pyramid Technology
Research Park
Bond University
Gold Coast, Q 4229 Australia
uunet!munnari!ptcburp.oz!michi
michi@ptcburp.ptcbu.oz.au

------------------------------

Date: 22 Oct 90 20:46:29 GMT
From: CANNING@intellicorp.com (Janet Canning)
Subject: Keltaed Novels

Since this seems to be the day for lost books, or queries on them any way,
would anyone happen to know if the sequels to The Silver Branch, Throne of
Scone, and the other in the series that I can't remember, by Patricia
Kennealy??  The ideas of sci fi and Kelts in space really are funny, and
if you can get past all the Gaelic-ness which if you are not a student of,
there are difficulties, anyway, there were several promised, but where be
they????  

------------------------------

Date: 23 Oct 90 01:39:56 GMT
From: amadeus@ccwf.cc.utexas.edu (Susan Harwood Kaczmarczik)
Subject: Keltiad Novels

The Keltiad is designed to be four trilogies (that's twelve books); one
trilogy for each of Kennealy's heroes: Aeron Aoibhell (who's actually a
heroine), Gwydion Penarvon, Arthur and Brendan.  The former two are
creations of Kennealy's, and the latter two are drawn from Celtic
mythology.

At present, four books are out.  There is a very clear marking at the end
of _The Silver Branch_ that says the other books are forthcoming.  Kennealy
has been averaging about one every year, so I wouldn't expect anything new
until next spring (although I'm hoping).

The four published books are : _The Copper Crown_, _The Throne of Scone_,
_The Silver Branch_, and _The Hawk's Gray Feather_.

Personally, I don't find the Gaelic daunting; Kennealy provides a glossary
and a pronunciation guide, and the rest of it is used well in context.  I
highly recommend these books.

Susan Harwood Kaczmarczik
The University of Texas at Austin
amadeus@ccwf.cc.utexas.edu

------------------------------

Date: 21 Oct 90 01:31:34 GMT
From: J_STEPHEN_HALL@cup.portal.com
Subject: _THE_MOTE_AROUND_MURCHESON'S_EYE_ part 1

  If you have your copy of Larry Niven's _N-SPACE_ please turn to
the last two pages.
  On the LAST page:  Works in progress:
 
 The Mote Around Murcheson's Eye
    Niven & Pournelle.

  On the SECOND TO LAST PAGE:
   
 THE GRIPPING HAND -Novelette First Part of _The_Mote_Around_Murcheson's_
Eye_.  Niven & Pournelle.

  From what I read there is no 'unsold' flag next to the novelette.
 
 WHERE CAN I FIND IT?!  
 
 WHEN WILL THE WHOLE THING BE OUT?!
 
 Chuq or someone please ask Jerry or Larry.  Only a couple of million want
to know!  :)
 
Thanks.

Steve
ucbvax!sun!portal!cup.portal.com!j_stephen_hall
portal!j_stephen_hall%cupertino.pcc@suncom   

------------------------------

Date: 22 Oct 90 17:28:44 GMT
From: 6600kntp@ucsbuxa.ucsb.edu (Kent Perrier)
Subject: Re: Elven Star

jf3c+@andrew.cmu.edu (John A. Fedak) writes:
>Has anyone read the first book of Weiss' solo series?

Yes, I have.  I think it is a VERY good book.  Its style is very much like
that of the DL, Darksword, and Death Gate series.  What I mean by that is
the characterization is very good.  Weiss goes into a lot of depth in
describing the characters.

I would rate the book an 8.5 or 9 out of 10.

Kent Perrier
6600kntp@ucsbuxa.ucsb.edu

------------------------------

Date: 23 Oct 90 07:01:00 GMT
From: MJENKIN@opie.bgsu.edu
Subject: Amber

>I'm told by a friend that the ninth (just after where Merlin hacks it out
>with Mask, who turns out to be someone he knows (I guessed right! First
>time ever!)) is now out in the US, but I've been round every bookshop I
>know and none know when it's being published over here...
>
>If anybody knows the status on this book (and the rest of the series),
>PLEASE could you drop me a line.

The ninth Amber book is _Knight of Shadows_ (somewhat reminiscent of a few
other sci-fi titles, but appropriate nonetheless).  It's out in paperback
already; I know the Waldenbooks chain is carrying it, at least.

I won't go into any spoilers, though I'm definitely tempted.  Suffice to
say, it ends on yet ANOTHER cliff-hanger, so it's patently obvious that
Zelazny isn't done with Amber yet.  A few years back, right after the
release of _Blood of Amber_, I read an interview with RZ that indicated the
next book would be called _Ghostwheel_.  However, the next book was _Sign
of Chaos_, so I'm not sure if _Ghostwheel_ was just a provisional title or
if it's one still in the works.

Zelazny is self-admittedly one of those authors that make things up as they
go along, which has its plusses and minuses (e.g., the family genealogy
changed at bit through the first (Corwin's) series; Random was introduced
as Corwin's full brother in _Nine Princes_ but became merely a half-brother
several books later).  I suspect he'll write Amber stories until he 1) gets
bored with it, or 2) can't sell them anymore.  Not that I mind...

But I am getting annoyed that Corwin keeps dropping hints of his existence
and Merlin hasn't bothered to track him down, and that Merlin is too
chicken to walk Corwin's Pattern.  And if Luke switches sides one more
time, I'll puke.

Mark F. Jenkins
Bowling Green State University

------------------------------

Date: 21 Oct 90 20:01:58 GMT
From: ssc!markz@celestial.com (Mark Zenier)
Subject: Re: Searching for Bordertown...

dirk@sirius.rice.edu (Dirk Valk) writes:
>I'm looking for author, editor, publisher information on a collection of
>novellas entitled 'Bordertown'.  If you never heard of it you are excused.

"Bordertown" and "Borderland"  
Edited by Terri Windling and Mark Alan Arnold.  
Signet/New American Library

(Bordertown is from 1986) Great cover by Phil Hale.

Markz@ssc.uucp

------------------------------

Date: 18 Oct 90 01:45:37 GMT
From: whit@milton.u.washington.edu (John Whitmore)
Subject: Re: Book Title???

brockman@sage.cc.purdue.edu (Matt Brockman) writes:
>Several years ago I read 1/2 of a good book.  It takes place in the future
>where space travel is common, yet very slow.  Then a large corporation
>invents a teleporter which takes new settlers to the colony-planet
>INSTANTLY! So, thousands of people go through the teleporter.
>
>One man,the main character, distrusts the company and decides to make the
>voyage by spaceship (it will take him about 20 years or so) and he is
>laughed at by everyone.

   It might be around in more than one title, but it's Philip K. Dick's
book, 'The Unteleported Man'.

John Whitmore

------------------------------

Date: 21 Oct 90 14:16:26 GMT
From: pete@minster.york.ac.uk
Subject: Re: The Unteleported Man

whit@milton.u.washington.edu (John Whitmore) writes:
>brockman@sage.cc.purdue.edu (Matt Brockman) writes:
>>Several years ago I read 1/2 of a good book.  It takes place in the
>>future where space travel is common, yet very slow.  Then a large
>>corporation invents a teleporter which takes new settlers to the
>>colony-planet INSTANTLY! So, thousands of people go through the
>>teleporter.
>
>>One man,the main character, distrusts the company and decides to make the
>>voyage by spaceship (it will take him about 20 years or so) and he is
>>laughed at by everyone.
>
>It might be around in more than one title, but it's Philip K. Dick's book,
>'The Unteleported Man'.

The definitive edition of this book appeared in the UK as ``Lies, Inc.'' in
about 1988. It is considerably longer and more coherent than ``The
Unteleported Man''; it includes various rediscovered fragments of the
novel, and also a couple of (very short) linking passages by Thomas M Disch
to cover known gaps in the manuscript. I don't think that it's one of PKD's
best novels in either form, however.

Pete Fenelon
pete%minster.york.ac.uk@nsfnet-relay.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 19 Oct 90 14:59:52 GMT
From: sabales@eos.ncsu.edu (SCOTT ALLEN BALES)
Subject: Re: name this book

oelrichfw@WPAFB-FDL.AF.MIL (Fredric W. Oelrich) writes:
>I'm looking for a book written in the style of John Norman's 'Gor' series
>about a female agent who was sent to a more primitive world to protect a
>chieftain from assassination without his knowledge.  She posed as his
>concubine.  She may have been telepathic.

I don't know about that book, but it sounds suspiciously similar to Piers
Anthony's MUTE.  He was telepathic, she wasn't, but she had a telepathic
ermine and hermit crab with her.  She wasn't there to protect him from
assassination, but to recruit him to save the universe (of course :) He
didn't know her real mission, and she did pose as a willing partner...

------------------------------

Date: 20 Oct 90 14:58:36 GMT
From: wdstarr@athena.mit.edu (William December Starr)
Subject: Re: name this book

oelrichfw@WPAFB-FDL.AF.MIL (Fredric W. Oelrich) said:
>...a book written in the style of John Norman's 'Gor' series about a
>female agent who was sent to a more primitive world to protect a chieftain
>from assassination without his knowledge.  She posed as his concubine.
>She may have been telepathic.

Partial pointer: this sounds a lot like the work of Sharon Green, whom DAW
books (the folks who picked up the Gor series after John Norman and
Ballantine Books had a parting of the ways) apparently saw as the next JN,
the differences being that Green is (a) female and (b) a vaguely competent
writer.

William December Starr
wdstarr@athena.mit.edu

------------------------------

Date: 22 Oct 90 01:51:48 GMT
From: neufeld@physics.utoronto.ca (Christopher Neufeld)
Subject: Re: looking for a sequel

nether@wpi.WPI.EDU (Joel C Belog) writes:
>There are two science fiction sequels I am looking for.
>	
>   The first book is _Cloud Warrior_.
>   It has been a while since I have read this book, but it has always
>been one of my favorites. I can't recall the author's name.

   The author is Patrick Tilley. I don't know the names of the other books
in the series, but the author's name should get you to the books quite
easily.

>   The other book is _The Torch of Honor_.
>   This is one of my all time favorite books and it contained an ending 
>which almost promised a sequel.

   The book is by Roger MacBride Allen, and the sequel is called _Rogue
Powers_. I liked the first book enough to overlook the bad science, but the
second really overwhelmed me with scientific inaccuracies. I came close to
not finishing it, which is very rare for me.
   You may remember this series for having spawned the infamous "square of
the speed of light" discussion/flame war a while back.

Christopher Neufeld
neufeld@helios.physics.utoronto.ca    
cneufeld@{pnet91,pro-micol}.cts.com

------------------------------

Date: 22 Oct 90 17:09:29 GMT
From: rmj@tcom.stc.co.uk (The Phantom Countertenor)
Subject: Re: looking for a sequel

nether@wpi.WPI.EDU (Joel C Belog) writes:
>There are two science fiction sequels I am looking for.
>   The first book is _Cloud Warrior_.  The book is about two groups of
>people after a nuclear holocaust.  One group is a highly technical group
>that was buried in the Earth, thus surviving the holocaust.  The other
>group of people were those on the Earth's surface who had survived.  	It
>has been a while since I have read this book, but it has always been one
>of my favorites. I can't recall the authors name.

   Patrick Tilley, "The Amtrak Wars" series. I can't remember the names of
the rest of the series (I believe that there are four books out at present
with promises of more), but I think one of them is called First Family.

   I must admit to not having read these books at all; initially the cover
put me off with its promise of being think hackwork. I have since
discovered that the author is a first rate lunatic. Ask the Wincon
committee, but do it from a safe distance :-/

rmj@islay.tcom.stc.co.uk
rmj@tcom.stc.co.uk    
rmj10@phx.cam.ac.uk   

------------------------------

Date: 22 Oct 90 14:14:44 GMT
From: fuzzy@athena.mit.edu (Pinkdex - TNG)
Subject: Re: Story request (a strong constitution)

haste+@andrew.cmu.edu (Dani Zweig) writes:
>I've forgotten the name and author of this story, as well as where it's
>anthologized:
>
>A pair of sociologists, under funding pressure to show that sociology has
>practical applications, identify the factors which make some organizations
>dynamic and condense them into a set of by-laws which is adopted by a
>sewing circle.  A year later this sewing circle (no longer called that) is
>on its way to world domination.

   This one's been killing me, because I was certain I had read it and
couldn't remember where I had seen it, the name of the author or title.

   Somebody on the net suggested "The Snowball Effect" as a title and that
sounded right.  Somebody else suggested Katherine MacLean as author, and
that sounded okay, too, though I had a sneaking suspicion that Damon Knight
was somehow involved.

   This weekend I had a chance to go to the MITSFS library and check out
Contento's story-title index.  Bingo - the suggested title and author were
correct, and my connecting the story to Knight wasn't entirely mistaken
either.

   Here are the listings for the story's appearances:

      Original publication: September 1952 in _Galaxy_.

	_Laughing Space_ 		ed. I. Asimov
	_Science Fiction A to Z	 	ed. I. Asimov
	_Decade the 1950s_		ed. B. Aldiss & H. Harrison
	_The Diploids & Other Flights of Fancy_
					collection: K. MacLean
	_Galaxy Science Fiction Omnibus_	ed. H. Gold
	_Penguin Science Fiction_	ed. B. Aldiss
	_Science Fiction Inventions_	ed. D. Knight
	_2nd Galaxy Reader of Science Fiction_
					ed. H. Gold

   Note that a number of these collections are likely to have been
published in hardback and are thus more likely than usual to be available
at your local library.

Connie Hirsch
fuzzy@athena.mit.edu

------------------------------

Date: 19 Oct 90 09:29:00 GMT
From: 96964188@ucs.uwplatt.edu (The Beggar)
Subject: Star Trek

shen@cae.wisc.edu (Shen Tan) writes:
> I would like to know whether the book by Prentice-Hall (I think) called
> 'Worlds of the Federation' or something is worth its price in hard cover.
> It was wrapped up at the store.  Anyone who has comments on the above
> please mail me.
 
   I have 'Worlds of the Federation', and I can say it is the single best
book for graphical representation of the StarTrek universe.  What it does
is gives a listing of all the species in the known galaxy, categorizes them
as a Friendly, Neutral, or Hostile world, and gives a graphical picture
(and in some cases a very nice color sketch) of the species.  I got a copy
from my local comic book store, read it, and put it in Mylar.  I haven't
opened it since.
 
   Worth every penny of the price I paid for it (which was the price
written right on the book).
 
   On a side note, I would like to congratulate Paramount on releasing the
new red-cover book that replaces the error-prone and edited-by-monkeys
'Star Trek: The Next Generation Officers Manual'.  The red-cover book, for
those who don't know, is named 'ST:TNG First Season Update'.  It even has a
disclaimer that for those that play Star Trek the roleplaying game, 'the
material in this book may be invalidated by future episodes of ST:TNG.'
Wow!
 
Kevin J. Mergen
421 Wilgus Hall
Platteville, WI 53818
BitNet : 96964188@uwplatt    
InterNet : 96964188@uwplatt.edu 

------------------------------

Date: 22 Oct 90 19:39:00 GMT
From: JCONTOMP@tufts.bitnet
Subject: ST: Spaceflight Chronology

 Going through a stack of my old books, I uncovered a copy of the Goldstein
brothers' _Star Trek: Spaceflight Chronology_.  What is the opinion out
there of this work?  Is it in line with the sanctioned "Future History" of
Gene Roddenberry's Star Trek Universe?  If so, then why aren't ST:TNG ships
using the superwarp drives mentioned?  Or, as in ST3, was superwarp a flop
both with writers and within the storylines?

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	  Books - Bear & Brust (7 msgs) & Time Travel (2 msgs) &
                  Ecological SF & Request Answers (2 msgs) & 
                  Requests (3 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 23 Oct 90 13:55:24 GMT
From: rob@snoopy.tn.cornell.edu (Robert Vaughn)
Subject: Re: Greg Bear

Tony asked:
> Does anyone have any comments on "The Forge of God", "Eternity" (which I
> haven't read yet), or "Tangents" (a collection of short stories).

After being really impressed by "Eon", I ran out and bought "Forge of God".
I can remember sitting back after finishing it and marvelling at how well
written it was.  Only after recommending it to several friends and getting
their feedback did I realize that the story is actually pretty depressing.
I still highly recommend it, but I warn that it's not meant to be a mood
uplifter.

"Eternity" was an excellent sequel, especially in a time when many authors
now seem content on pounding out book after book based on the same subjects
and characters until even the most die-hard fans get annoyed.  It's good
enough to stand on its own without reading "Eon" first, but the two work
well together.  I have to agree with Scott about its "moralizing" tone, but
I think it fits the characters of the story.

Overall, I'd have to rate "Tangents" as approaching great but only a
"good".  It contains yet another printing of the original "Blood Music" (my
first exposure to Bear was its original publication in _Analog_) and lacks
the punch of an Ellison or Bradbury collection, but most of the story ideas
are pretty original and strangely different.  "Sisters" was my favorite
piece, and the book closes with a non-fiction article on computer graphics,
which I only skimmed but found useful for non-computer literate friends.

I'd definitely have to consider Bear one of my favorite SF authors, but
I've never read any of his fantasy stuff which I've also heard lots of good
things about.  Anyone care to comment on these?

Rob
rob@snoopy.tn.cornell.edu
rob@crnlmsc3.BITNET

------------------------------

Date: 24 Oct 90 12:59:34 GMT
From: netcom!aahz@claris.com (Dan Bernstein)
Subject: Re: PHOENIX is in the stores

rbaines@umaxc.weeg.uiowa.edu (Robert Baines) writes:
>The main point of this is to inform anyone interested that Phoenix is out.
>I saw it at B. Dalton's and Walden Book's.
>
>Of course, I immediately bought it and read it.  Even though I am behind
>in almost all of my work.  I won't give anything away at this point, (I
>want to hear other people's opinions) but I will say that a lot happens in
>only one book.

It certainly doesn't hurt to mention that _Phoenix_ is written by Steven
Brust, and that it is the fifth in a series about Vlad Taltos, master
assassin.

*NOW*, SPOILER ALERT

Since I finished it already, I might as well give a quickie review before I
have to run off to work.

The book is basically up to Brust's usual high writing standards.  I can't
say I care all that much for the plot: Vlad's on a killing spree here.
Wait, that wasn't the best way to put it...  Umm, suffice to say that I
don't think he acts as intelligently here as in the past.

Good background, though; for the first time, we move outside the Empire.
Main thing I don't like: *sequel alert* at the end of the book.  Oh,
well, I certainly don't mind knowing that there'll be more.

------------------------------

Date: 24 Oct 90 21:16:31 GMT
From: rbaines@umaxc.weeg.uiowa.edu (Robert Baines)
Subject: Re: PHOENIX is in the stores

SPOILER WARNING

aahz@netcom.UUCP (Dan Bernstein) writes:

> Good background, though; for the first time, we move outside the Empire.
> Main thing I don't like: *sequel alert* at the end of the book.  Oh,
> well, I certainly don't mind knowing that there'll be more.

One thing I am worried about, is if there will be more.  Brust left the end
open for anything, but does he feel he needs to continue it?  Will he just
end the story as Vlad has a major change in his life and let the rest be
pure speculation (much like another of his book's THE SUN THE MOON AND THE
STARS; not a Vlad Taltos book) or will he write sequels?
 
I could see it going either way.  I greatly prefer that he continue, I have
been hooked on Vlad Taltos (and Brust) since his first book came out.

------------------------------

Date: 25 Oct 90 11:29:53 GMT
From: brianm@typhoon.berkeley.edu (Brian Markenson)
Subject: Re: PHEONIX is in the stores

aahz@netcom.UUCP (Dan Bernstein) writes:
>It certainly doesn't hurt to mention that _Phoenix_ is written by Steven
>Brust, and that it is the fifth in a series about Vlad Taltos, master
>assassin.

What are the first books, may I ask?  Are they any good?

Brian Markenson
brianm@ocf.Berkeley.EDU

------------------------------

Date: 25 Oct 90 17:43:15 GMT
From: ddb@ns.network.com (David Dyer-Bennet)
Subject: Re: PHOENIX is in the stores

rbaines@umaxc.weeg.uiowa.edu (Robert Baines) writes:
>One thing I am worried about, is if there will be more.

Steven is working on a Vlad book currently.  I don't know for sure if it
continues from Phoenix or is set earlier in Vlad's career.

I was really surprised that people reacted to the end of Phoenix as a
"sequel alert".

Brust fans should be sure not to miss _The Phoenix Guards_ from Tor in the
spring of 1991.  Also Dumas fans.

David Dyer-Bennet
ddb@terrabit.fidonet.org
ddb@network.com
ddb@Lynx.MN.Org
...{amdahl,hpda}!bungia!viper!ddb

------------------------------

Date: 25 Oct 90 22:17:00 GMT
From: alberti@cs.umn.edu (Albatross)
Subject: Re: PHOENIX is in the stores

SPOILER ALERT

aahz@netcom.UUCP (Dan Bernstein) writes:
>The book is basically up to Brust's usual high writing standards.  I can't
>say I care all that much for the plot:

I've been increasingly impressed with the relationship between Cawti and
Vlad.  It has been both depressing and refreshing to follow, as it
progresses down a path closer to real life than as the plot to a fantasy
story.  Vlad has been growing and changing as a character in a full and
convincing manner.  While both Teckla and now Phoenix left me feeling
depressed at the ending, I was happy I had read them.  I would rather read
a story with a believably depressing ending than an unbelievable and
(typical) happy ending.

For Vlad to in fact leave Cawti behind and view the relationship as over
(when it is in fact OVER) is honest and painful and was very well done
(from Vlad's viewpoint, which is in fact the only viewpoint we ever get, I
still am curious about the inner turmoil Cawti must be experiencing).  In
my own life, I have known too many people who can't leave their past
relationships and move on, and remain stuck.  Congratulations to Brust for
avoiding the formula that so many writers follow and allowing the story to
turn out as it did.  I wonder if Brust knew how things would turn out
before he set down to write this novel.

>Vlad's on a killing spree here.  Wait, that wasn't the best way to put
>it...

Quite not.  I found the level of violence rather lower than in his previous
novels.  In fact, I felt Vlad's activities within the Organization and the
Empire were secondary, and almost a little sloppy in their presentation.
It seemed to me that Vlad found himself running through a familiar pattern
of conflict and resolution, whose familiarity and eventual meaninglessness
were what spurred him to understand that it was time for him to change and
grow.

>Umm, suffice to say that I don't think he acts as intelligently here as in
>the past.

Can't agree with you there: I feel he acted more intelligently and
responsibly than ever, but that he devoted less of his energy to "work" and
more of his energy towards self-understanding.  That distractedness towards
the elements of his character which were central to the first two novels
may be why you perceive him to have been less intelligent.

>Good background, though; for the first time, we move outside the Empire.
>Main thing I don't like: *sequel alert* at the end of the book.  Oh, well,
>I certainly don't mind knowing that there'll be more.

Aw, c'mon!  Brust drops so many hints at so many different levels that the
man could write ten more novels and not tie up all the different stories.
We have Aliera's daughter, the mystery of Spellbreaker, Cawti's adventures
running South Adrilankha, Sethra Lavode, Vlad discovering more about who he
is (in regard to being somehow Morrolan and Aliera's brother in spirit).
We have a travelogue quest coming up, and then of course Vlad has to give
Noish-Pa a great-grandchild, which (hopefully!) will involve a resolution
with Cawti.  I'd enjoy seeing an entire novel from Cawti's viewpoint.

A couple of questions to those (like me) who stayed up all night finishing
the novel:

Did Verra ever pay Vlad his 10,000 Imperials?

WHY did Rocza depart with Vlad and not stay with Cawti?  Of course, I guess
Rocza wasn't Cawti's familiar.

"Mother"?  Does that mean she's HIS, too?

Just what the heck IS Spellbreaker, anyway?

Did anyone else find the character of the drummer just a little too
precious?

To what was Vlad referring when, while mentioning Verra having helped him
in the past, he said "And then there was that time..  Naw, it couldn't be"?

All in all, a fine novel.  Not without its flaws, but for someone like me
who enjoys strong character portrayals, a very entertaining book.

Bob Alberti
Micro and Wkstn Networks Ctr
U of MN
UUCP: nic.MR.NET!boombox.micro.UMN.EDU!alberti
INET: alberti@boombox.micro.UMN.EDU           

------------------------------

Date: 26 Oct 90 03:43:59 GMT
From: netcom!aahz@claris.com (Dan Bernstein)
Subject: Re: PHOENIX is in the stores

brianm@typhoon.Berkeley.EDU (Brian Markenson) writes:
>aahz@netcom.UUCP (Dan Bernstein) writes:
>>It certainly doesn't hurt to mention that _Phoenix_ is written by Steven
>>Brust, and that it is the fifth in a series about Vlad Taltos, master
>>assassin.
>
>What are the first books, may I ask?  Are they any good?

Here is the list in publication order:
   Jhereg
   Yendi
   Teckla
   Taltos
   Phoenix

Here is the list in chronological order:
   Taltos
   Yendi
   Jhereg
   Teckla
   Phoenix

I recommend starting with _Jhereg_.

------------------------------

Date: 26 Oct 90 01:50:49 GMT
From: mss2@quads.uchicago.edu (Michael S. Schiffer)
Subject: Re: PHOENIX is in the stores

alberti@cs.umn.edu (Albatross) writes:
SPOILERS

>A couple of questions to those (like me) who stayed up all night finishing
>the novel:
>
>Did Verra ever pay Vlad his 10,000 Imperials?

Not that I saw.  I have my suspicions that they'll get dropped on him
sometime next book, probably in an, er, interesting manner.

>WHY did Rocza depart with Vlad and not stay with Cawti?  Of course, I
>guess Rocza wasn't Cawti's familiar.

And Rocza is Loiosh's mate, recall.  Loiosh had to go with Vlad, and
presumably Rocza didn't want to be separated from him.

>"Mother"?  Does that mean she's HIS, too?

I'd bet 10,000 Imperials on it.  Consider also: I noticed a long time ago
that the name "Devera" seemed like it might be related to the name "Verra".
Just a thought, but now that it seems that Devera is the Demon Goddess'
granddaughter...  And I _still_ want to know why that girl keeps showing up
in every Brust book, related or no.

>Just what the heck IS Spellbreaker, anyway?

I have my theories on that.  Okay: There are two kinds of phoenix stone.
Black blocks off mental transmissions, gold blocks sorcery.  Now, the
Serioli make these neat black-bladed swords and knives which have the
property of destroying a person's soul.  Perhaps by simply disrupting their
minds?  And Morganti weapons seem to have a life of their own, especially
the Great Weapons.  Now here we have a chain made of gold phoenix stone
which seems to have a life of its own, and disrupts sorcerous spells.
Maybe the Serioli are branching out.  Admittedly, that still doesn't
explain how it healed Vlad.

>All in all, a fine novel.  Not without its flaws, but for someone like me
>who enjoys strong character portrayals, a very entertaining book.

I'll also say that it cleared up a lot of problems I had with _Teckla_.  I
never believed in a "workers' revolution" movement in the Dragaeran Empire.
It just went against the whole structure of the society.  Now I know they
didn't make it up, they just rediscovered our own writings on the matter
and made the mistake of trying to apply them in a world even less suited
for Marxism than ours ever was.  Also, the remarks on how much stronger
sorcery has become explain why the social structure seemed superimposed on
a society with a technology (in this case sorcery) which was too advanced
for it.  In fact, it is, and the cracks are already beginning to show.

Michael S. Schiffer
mschiffer@aal.itd.umich.edu
Mike_Schiffer@ub.cc.umich.edu
mss2@midway.uchicago.edu

------------------------------

Date: 22 Oct 90 15:14:29 GMT
From: david@frodo.wes.army.mil (David Sanders)
Subject: Time Travel

The Fall of Chronopolis  by Barrington J. Bayley

I read this many years ago so I don't remember anything about the quality
of writing, but I do remember an interesting treatment of time wars (going
back in time to sneak up on your opponent and destroying him before he ever
existed, or something like that).

David Sanders
david@wes.army.mil

------------------------------

Date: 22 Oct 90 20:39:00 GMT
From: CILIBERT@ctrvx1.vanderbilt.edu (Jon)
Subject: RE: SF-LOVERS Digest   V15 #367

SUEHAY@brownvm.brown.edu writes:
>Another time travel novel:

>Time And Again.
>It's not very typical. I really liked it. But I can't remember the author

Novels with this title have been written by Jack Finney and Clifford Simak.

Anyone looking into time travel ought to look at Fritz Leiber's THE BIG
TIME, as well as various stories related to the Change War (can be found in
collections such as THE MIND SPIDER, THE CHANGE WAR et al. 

Jon Ciliberto
CILIBERT@vuctrvax

------------------------------

Date: 23 Oct 90 11:20:51 GMT
From: MOLLA@trboun.bitnet (LEVENT MOLLAMUSTAFAOGLU)
Subject: Ecological SF

An interesting book is "The End of the Dream" by Philip Wylie. It is
composed of "essays" and narrations that were written far back in the
beginning of 21st century.  Nice book, a little bit of outdated by the
ecological crisis today, but really nice.

Dr. Levent Mollamustafaoglu
Dept. of Industrial Eng'g
Bogazici University P.K.  2
Bebek - 80815 - Istanbul - Turkey
BitNet : MOLLA@TRBOUN            

------------------------------

Date: 23 Oct 90 05:52:51 GMT
From: clive@x.co.uk (Clive Feather)
Subject: Re: An old story

monson@diablo.AMD.COM (Steve Monson) writes:
>They broke out their prefab huts and things, and started to assemble them,
>but nothing would go together. After some experimentation, they found out
>that the mathematics they were used to didn't work on this planet. If a
>yardstick was cut in two, and the two pieces abutted together again, the
>result was no longer three feet long. Things like that.

Getaway from Getawehi (or something similar). Colin Kapp. One of the
Unorthodox Engineers stories, as the original poster also points out.

Clive D.W. Feather
clive@x.co.uk 
...!uunet!ixi!clive

------------------------------

Date: 26 Oct 90 08:04:59 GMT
From: F.LYALL@aberdeen.ac.uk
Subject: Sociology story

 I think the story about the sociologists starting something as a research
project is called 'The Snowball Effect' - perhaps by Philip Latham.  I'll
see if I can find it at home this evening and confirm if memory can be
trusted.  

Frank Lyall

------------------------------

Date: 22 Oct 90 21:41:52 GMT
From: russell@spdcc.com (Tim Russell)
Subject: Help needed with book title

Hello all,

   I'm trying to remember the title of a book that I read many years ago,
and was hoping someone could help me.

   The book was about three people with psychic powers who escape a
starship being attacked, and land on a planet with humans on it, but at a
1920's stage of development.  The aliens were called Azuli, I believe.  I
know that one of the three was a teleporter, whose name, I /believe/, was
Bernie.

   Anyway, the three work together to keep the Azuli from establishing an
outpost on the planet, by blowing up their armory, thus saving the quaint
people.

   Does this ring a bell with anyone?  I'd appreciate any help!

Tim Russell
Omaha NE

------------------------------

Date: 23 Oct 90 11:49:33 GMT
From: brianm@lightning.berkeley.edu (Brian Markenson)
Subject: Request for book titles

Hi, I'm searching for books featuring a certain type of character, namely
the dark thief, or rogue, or whatever you'd like to call it.  A person
along the lines of Silk in the Belgariad, or Hanse Shadowspawn from the
Thieves' World anthology.  Any help that anyone on the net can give me in
finding titles with these types of characters in them would be very much
appreciated!  Thanks in advance for the help!

Brian Markenson
brianm@ocf.Berkeley.EDU

------------------------------

Date: 24 Oct 90 22:12:12 GMT
From: mlindroos@abo.fi
Subject: Space:1999 books

Does anybody know if there are any books available about the TV series? I"d
like to have something like Shane Johnson"s MR.SCOTT"S GUIDE TO THE
ENTERPRISE (i.e. a "behind the scenes" look at the moonbase with lots of
photos and blueprints). Any ideas where I can find it?

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Today's Topics:

	      Books - Kennealy (2 msgs) & McKillip (4 msgs) &
                      Moorcock & Wild Cards (5 msgs) & 
                      Recommendations (4 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 23 Oct 90 18:54:45 GMT
From: jmf@abacus.uucp (Joan Frankel)
Subject: Re: Keltiad Novels

amadeus@ccwf.cc.utexas.edu (Susan Harwood Kaczmarczik) writes:
>Personally, I don't find the Gaelic daunting; Kennealy provides a glossary
>and a pronunciation guide, and the rest of it is used well in context.  I
>highly recommend these books.

I admit I read the first book because I was amazed that Jim Morrison's
ex-wife was (1) not just another druggie and (2) able to write coherent
English sentences.

The good news is that these books deserved to be judged entirely on their
own merits as space-opera, not as "dead rock star's ex-wife can write!".  I
cattily mention this because the 1st book's jacket did its best to hype the
relationship.

The bad news is that, while coherent, they aren't exactly arresting drama.
There are a lot of books in this genre which are actually more clumsily
written; there are also a lot in the genre written with more flair.

I stopped at book 2 because the characters and plot weren't any more
interesting than in book 1.  My basic criteria for space-opera (or
magic-land opera) has become "are you really continuing to read this
because you want to or just because you want to have read the whole story;
watch out, the whole story may take 12 books and a lot of time.".

------------------------------

Date: 23 Oct 90 23:32:38 GMT
From: amadeus@ccwf.cc.utexas.edu (Susan Harwood Kaczmarczik)
Subject: Re: Keltiad Novels

jmf@abacus.UUCP (Joan Frankel) writes:
>The bad news is that, while coherent, they aren't exactly arresting drama.
>There are a lot of books in this genre which are actually more clumsily
>written; there are also a lot in the genre written with more flair.  I
>stopped at book 2 because the characters & plot weren't any more
>interesting than in book 1.

But 2 was a sequel, and 1 was a cliffhanger.  Wouldn't you expect the
characters and plot to follow the same direction?

It's a shame you didn't stick around for _The Silver Branch_, which is to
my mind the best book of the lot and one of the best books I've ever read.
Aeron Aoibhell is an extremely fascinating character, and the scene where
she avenges the murders of her family by destroying the planet responsible
with black magic made the hairs on my neck stand up - not a usual thing for
me.

I will also say that Kennealy is getting better as she goes, which to my
mind is a fun thing to track in an author.

>My basic criteria for space-opera (or magic-land opera) has become "are
>you really continuing to read this because you want to or just because you
>want to have read the whole story; watch out, the whole story may take 12
>books and a lot of time.".

Sounds like mine.  I really *am* enjoying the series (well-turned prose
combined with Celtic mythology tends to do that to me).  There are plenty
of series that I have dropped midstream because they just didn't appeal to
me.

As for someone else's criticism that it might as well not be in outer
space, well, it seems a good balance to me, but I've never been into hard
core sci-fi so I might be biased in that direction.  As for the Curtain
Wall being maintained with only three stations: it's magic.  Magic made by
a sorceress the like of which Keltia's never seen since (except for maybe
Aeron).  I had no problems with it.

However, this is all personal opinion.  *I* was impressed; everyone else
must judge for him- or herself.

Susan Harwood Kaczmarczik
The University of Texas @Austin
amadeus@ccwf.cc.utexas.edu

------------------------------

Date: 19 Oct 90 19:40:30 GMT
From: paradox@caen.engin.umich.edu (Theodore William Gaunt)
Subject: Riddle Master of Hed

Anyone out there read the Riddle Master of Hed series?  I read those books
such a long time ago, but they were soooo good.  It is too bad that they
are not carried by many book stores :(
   
Any comments on them?

paradox@engin.umich.edu

------------------------------

Date: 19 Oct 90 21:20:54 GMT
From: parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu
Subject: Re: Riddle Master of Hed

paradox@caen.engin.umich.edu (Theodore William Gaunt) writes:
> Anyone out there read the Riddle Master of Hed series?  I read those
> books such a long time ago, but they were soooo good.  It is too bad that
> they are not carried by many book stores :(

   Last I looked the SF Book Club still carried a three-in-one of those.
I've read them three times and enjoyed the structuring of the world but
tended to have some problems with the anger of the main characters.  I
wanted them to mellow out from the first book on.

Gregg Parmentier
parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu 

------------------------------

Date: 23 Oct 90 15:33:00 GMT
From: davidb@inmet.inmet.com
Subject: Re: Riddle Master of Hed

For my money, this trilogy is one of the best ever written.  I am sorry for
those sufficiently turned off by the second novel (which is the hardest
read of the three, but not the "worst" (the term means nothing to me
applied to the three novels individually in retrospect)) that they never
finished the third.  The image of Morgan sobbing at the feet of the High
One, saying "All I wanted from you was one twisted fragment of the truth.
How could I know that you would give me everything I ever loved?" shatters
me every time.  I can't think of it without choking up.

I only wish that the rest of Ms. McKillip's work lived up to this trilogy.
I think this is a nightmare of anyone who does something really
transcendent; what do you do now?

Dave Barton
barton@i2wash.com

------------------------------

Date: 24 Oct 90 14:49:51 GMT
From: aboisvert@amherst.bitnet
Subject: Re: Riddle Master of Hed

davidb@inmet.inmet.com writes:
> For my money, this trilogy is one of the best ever written.  I am sorry
> for those sufficiently turned off by the second novel (which is the
> hardest read of the three, but not the "worst" (the term means nothing to
> me applied to the three novels individually in retrospect)) that they
> never finished the third.  The image of Morgan sobbing at the feet of the
> High One, saying "All I wanted from you was one twisted fragment of the
> truth.  How could I know that you would give me everything I ever loved?"
> shatters me every time.  I can't think of it without choking up.
>
> I only wish that the rest of Ms. McKillip's work lived up to this
> trilogy.  I think this is a nightmare of anyone who does something really
> transcendent; what do you do now?

If you can find a copy of THE FORGOTTEN BEASTS OF ELD, you may find that it
lives up to the Hed Trilogy (although its goals are much narrower).  It's
out of print, so you'd better try a library or a used bookstore.

Incidentally, the Hed trilogy remains just that; a trilogy.

Tony

------------------------------

Date: 25 Oct 90 18:20:00 GMT
From: J_DELANO@unhh.bitnet
Subject: Behold the Man

Just finished reading Moorcock's "Behold the Man".  Any comments?

------------------------------

Date: 22 Oct 90 20:46:29 GMT
From: LJU@cornellc.cit.cornell.edu (Laura Uerling)
Subject: Wild Cards series

Recently I started reading the George Martin's "Wild Cards" series, after
seeing lots of recommendations on the net and being intrigued by the
premise. I loved the first book - the concept, the characters, the neat
twists of history, everything. I'm now 100 pages into the fourth book, and
I'm not sure I'll continue.

It's not the plots, or the characters that I'm having trouble with, the
problem is that the books are becoming TOO VIOLENT! I've read lots of
science fiction, with plenty of sex, death and destruction, and consider
myself rather hardened to sci-fi atrocities. However, starting with book 2
the body count, the descriptions of torture, violent sex, general mayhem
and the unpleasant "diversions" of bad-guy aces have gotten worse and
worse. I was hoping that after a certain sicko bad guy was eliminated in
book 3 that it would get better; but in book 4 they've already introduced
ANOTHER sicko bad guy and MORE blood-soaked torture toys. Sure, you need
villains, but is all that gore really necessary to advance the story lines?

O.K. End of tirade. I have two questions for you netters:

1. Is anyone else bothered by this? I hope I'm not the lone voice in the
wilderness on this issue. (I could be, of course. After all, how many
Friday 13th movies have there been?)

2. Is there relief in sight? If volumes 5-n aren't quite so gory, I'd be
more than happy to read them. As I mentioned earlier, I like everything
else about the stories. I'll be disappointed if I can't go on and follow
the characters I've come to like so much because of the excessive violence.

Comments welcome!!

Laura

------------------------------

Date: 23 Oct 90 06:01:14 GMT
From: bleys@tronsbox.xei.com (Bill Cavanaugh)
Subject: Wild Cards series

[ Laura Derling expressed disgust at the trend of violence in Wild Cards
Series]

You're not alone in feeling that the >gratuitious< violence and sick sexual
behavior (no flames, please; sex with someone while killing them is sick by
any society's standards - even the recent ritual killing in NYC, while the
death was for the purpose of a last kiss, was non-sexual: it was the last
breath he was after) (WOW, long digression!) was detrimental to the story.
The trend continues into the last book written so far, so unless you're
feeling particularly strong-stomached, don't bother to read any further.

There are quite a few people around here (northern New Jersey) who've
expressed the same sentiments you have.  You're NOT alone.

Bill Cavanaugh
uunet!tronsbox!bleys

------------------------------

Date: 23 Oct 90 16:03:52 GMT
From: ken@uswat.uswest.com (Kenny Chaffin)
Subject: Re: Wild Cards series

LJU@CORNELLC.CIT.CORNELL.EDU (Laura Uerling) writes:

>Recently I started reading the George Martin's "Wild Cards" series, 
[...]
>"diversions" of bad-guy aces have gotten worse and worse. I was hoping
>that after a certain sicko bad guy was eliminated in book 3 that it would
>get better; but in book 4 they've already introduced ANOTHER sicko bad guy
>and MORE blood-soaked torture toys. Sure, you need villains, but is all
>that gore really necessary to advance the story lines?
>
>O.K. End of tirade. I have two questions for you netters:
>
>1. Is anyone else bothered by this? I hope I'm not the lone voice in the
>wilderness on this issue. (I could be, of course. After all, how many
>Friday 13th movies have there been?)

   I haven't read the books but personally do not care for the types of
writing you mention. I've seen it in other stories and books. I too am
bothered by it. It seems that those that enjoy this must constantly be
taken to a more intense level, unfortunately.

Kenny A. Chaffin
U S WEST Advanced Technologies              
6200 South Quebec
Englewood, CO 80111
(303) 930-5356
{...boulder}!uswat!ken

------------------------------

Date: 23 Oct 90 18:21:44 GMT
From: cadesjardins@trillium.uwaterloo.ca (Fluffy the Wonder Bunny)
Subject: Re: Wild Cards series

[ Laura Derling expressed disgust at the trend of violence in Wild Cards
Series]

This series is definitely for the strong stomached. Books 6 and 7,
especially, are very descriptive in the gore and perversions (depending on
what people define as a perversion, I'm sure *anyone* will find *more* than
a few to fit their definition). It doesn't *really* bother me, but I *do*
think it is overdone. I agree using it sparingly can be effective as
"shock-value", but it loses its novelty very early on in the series.

cadesjardins@trillium.uwaterloo.ca

------------------------------

Date: 25 Oct 90 03:50:29 GMT
From: boyajian@ruby.dec.com (Copyright 1953, renewed 1990)
Subject: Re: Wild Cards series

LJU@CORNELLC.CIT.CORNELL.EDU (Laura Uerling) writes:

>It's not the plots, or the characters that I'm having trouble with, the
>problem is that the books are becoming TOO VIOLENT! I've read lots of
>science fiction, with plenty of sex, death and destruction, and consider
>myself rather hardened to sci-fi atrocities. However, starting with book 2
>the body count, the descriptions of torture, violent sex, general mayhem
>and the unpleasant "diversions" of bad-guy aces have gotten worse and
>worse. I was hoping that after a certain sicko bad guy was eliminated in
>book 3 that it would get better; but in book 4 they've already introduced
>ANOTHER sicko bad guy and MORE blood-soaked torture toys.  Sure, you need
>villains, but is all that gore really necessary to advance the story
>lines?

Everyone likes to ask the question, "Is this necessary?"  I prefer to ask,
"Is this *un*necessary?"  I don't *like* death and dismemberment and blood
and gore, but it doesn't turn me off, either. I think the Wild Card series
is far more realistic in depicting just how violent and deadly this kind of
business is than comic books have traditionally painted the superhero
genre. I think if the random people suddenly had the power to do something
potential lethal, they'd find themselves willing to exercise that power.

>1. Is anyone else bothered by this? I hope I'm not the lone voice in the
>wilderness on this issue. (I could be, of course. After all, how many
>Friday 13th movies have there been?)

Well, certainly you're not a lone voice. But I'm not on your side. No, I
don't approve of the Friday the 13th films, but I *have* on occasion
approved of films that have tread similar ground. A CLOCKWORK ORANGE is
extremely violent, but it's one of the few near-perfect films I've ever
seen. Some people are turned off by the violence in it, some people aren't.

>2. Is there relief in sight? If volumes 5-n aren't quite so gory, I'd be
>more than happy to read them. As I mentioned earlier, I like everything
>else about the stories. I'll be disappointed if I can't go on and follow
>the characters I've come to like so much because of the excessive
>violence.

I just finished #5 myself, and it's not as "bad" as #'s 3 & 4.

 --- jayembee (Jerry Boyajian)
UUCP:	...!decwrl!ruby.enet.dec.com!boyajian
ARPA:	boyajian%ruby.DEC@DECWRL.DEC.COM

------------------------------

Date: 23 Oct 90 02:46:51 GMT
From: andres@cbnewsj.att.com (Andy C)
Subject: Are they worth reading?

Any help or comments on the worth of the following books would be greatly
appreciated:

   Warhorse - Timothy Zahn
   Lunar Activity - Elizabeth Moon
   Blue World - Robert McCammon
   Bluebloods - David Drake
   Maiden Flight - Eric Vinicoff
   The Drean Master - Roger Zelazny
   Delta Pavonis - Eric Kotani and John Roberts
   The Black Throne - Roger Zelazny and Fred Saberhagen
   Timegate Vol 2 Dangerous Interfaces - Robert Silverberg
   Falkenberg's Legion - Jerry Pournelle

Are these books SF or something else?  Which are most worth reading?

Thanks.

...att!lzss!andyc

------------------------------

Date: 23 Oct 90 06:27:05 GMT
From: dzweig@rnd.gba.nyu.edu (Dani Zweig)
Subject: Re: Are they worth reading?

andres@cbnewsj.att.com (Andy C):
>Any help or comments on the worth of the following books would be greatly
>appreciated:
>
>   Warhorse - Timothy Zahn

Disappointing.  The initial premise show promise, but its handling is silly
and improbable.  (Would a spider activate an elephant's fight-or-flight
mechanism?)  Probably Zahn's worst book to date.

>   Lunar Activity - Elizabeth Moon

Read it if you like good (not great) anthologies.  Don't read it because
you liked The Deed of Paksenarion.

>   Falkenberg's Legion - Jerry Pournelle

Pournelle is one of the better practitioners of military sf - a sub-genre
that combines traditional military fiction with high-tech weapons and
settings.  If you like that sub-genre, you'll like this omnibus.  If it
leaves you cold, the fact that it's a good specimen of the sub-genre won't
help.

>Are these books SF or something else?

If you found them on the SF shelf, they weren't misfiled.

Dani Zweig
haste@andrew.cmu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 24 Oct 90 05:25:09 GMT
From: netcom!aahz@claris.com (Dan Bernstein)
Subject: Re: Are they worth reading?

dzweig@rnd.GBA.NYU.EDU (Dani Zweig) writes:
>andres@cbnewsj.att.com (Andy C):
>
>>   Warhorse - Timothy Zahn
>
>Disappointing.  The initial premise show promise, but its handling is
>silly and improbable.  (Would a spider activate an elephant's
>fight-or-flight mechanism?)  Probably Zahn's worst book to date.

Well, not to flame or anything, but I think you're wrong.  Your point about
spiders is granted, but what if I put some "essence of tiger" on the
spider?  Note that the space-horse didn't really spook until "we" tried
direct mental contact.

I can't say I care all that much for _Warhorse_ but it is certainly better
that, say, the second and third _Cobra_ books.

------------------------------

Date: 24 Oct 90 13:49:47 GMT
From: mnemonic@well.sf.ca.us (Mike Godwin)
Subject: Re: Are they worth reading?

andres@cbnewsj.att.com (Andy) writes:
>Are these books SF or something else?  Which are most worth reading?

Zelazny's THE DREAM MASTER is the only book on your list that's worth
reading. It's one of the books that represent Zelazny at the height of his
powers. It's SF.

It's best not even to consider reading any book by Timothy Zahn. 

Mike Godwin
mnemonic@well.sf.ca.us

------------------------------
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***********************

1,,
Summary-line: 29-Oct  overs-request@rutgers.edu  #SF-LOVERS Digest   V15 #372
Received: by elbereth.rutgers.edu (5.59/SMI4.0/RU1.4/3.08) 
	id AA02309; Mon, 29 Oct 90 09:15:19 EST
Date: Mon, 29 Oct 90 09:15:19 EST
Message-Id: <9010291415.AA02309@elbereth.rutgers.edu>
From: Saul Jaffe (The Moderator) <sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu>
Sender: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu
Errors-To: sf-lovers-errors@rutgers.edu
To: SFLOVERS-RECIPIENTS
Subject: SF-LOVERS Digest   V15 #372
Reply-To: SF-LOVERS@rutgers.edu

*** EOOH ***
Date: Mon, 29 Oct 90 09:15:19 EST
From: Saul Jaffe (The Moderator) <sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu>
Sender: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu
To: SFLOVERS-RECIPIENTS
Subject: SF-LOVERS Digest   V15 #372
Reply-To: SF-LOVERS@rutgers.edu


SF-LOVERS Digest            Monday, 29 Oct 1990       Volume 15 : Issue 372

Today's Topics:

		 Books - Brust (3 msgs) & Feist & Hambly &
                         Hinz (2 msgs) & Kennealy & 
                         Leiber (2 msgs) & Request

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 26 Oct 90 18:03:52 GMT
From: randy@ai.mit.edu (Randall Smith)
Subject: Re: PHOENIX is in the stores (*spoilers*)

*Again: spoilers from PHOENIX ahead*

> Aw, c'mon!  Brust drops so many hints at so many different levels that
> the man could write ten more novels and not tie up all the different
> stories.  We have Aliera's daughter, the mystery of Spellbreaker, Cawti's
> adventures running South Adrilankha, Sethra Lavode, Vlad discovering more
> about who he is (in regard to being somehow Morrolan and Aliera's brother
> in spirit).

   Picky point here: *Kieron* and Aliera's brother in spirit.  Morrolan
isn't involved, except through blood to Aliera, presumably through Hadron.

   Actually that brings up an interesting point, and I don't have my book
here to check it.  Morollan and Aliera are blood relatives (cousins) and it
was once described exactly how.  Are they supposed to be related through
her father or mother?

> Did Verra ever pay Vlad his 10,000 Imperials?

   Didn't see it.

> "Mother"?  Does that mean she's HIS, too?

   That depends if Aliera is speaking spiritually or physically.  I vote
for physically, because that explains why Aliera gets to leave the Paths of
the Dead in _Taltos_ (it wouldn't be "in the blood" if it were spiritual, 
I wouldn't think).

   Interesting point: Doesn't this mean that Aliera's a half-breed?  (And
hence "unfit to be a dragon").  It does explain (one possible reason) why
Aliera's so short.

> Just what the heck IS Spellbreaker, anyway?

   I vote for the suggestion another person on this list made: It's an
artifact made by the serioli out of gold phoenix stone.  It isn't morganti
(and hence not a great weapon) but it's the same class of artifact (this
gets around Brust saying that it *isn't* a great weapon, but allows us to
believe that it is pretty powerful).

   And a question I'd like to bring up: Verra is referred to as "The Demon
Goddes" and Vlad gets a lecture from Morollan and Aliera about how gods and
demons are the same except that gods aren't controllable and demons are.
So what is Verra?  I can think of two interpetations: She is controllable
(though presumably only by other gods) but only in some sort of limited
fashion, leaving her part-way between demon and god.  The other possibility
is that she's just good at controlling others (only demons?  Or maybe
gods?)  and her title refers to that ability.  Any thoughts?  The other
obvious question on Verra is what race is she originally?  She can breed
with Dragaerians, but she isn't one.  Hmmm.  Jenoine?

Randy

------------------------------

Date: 26 Oct 90 20:23:50 GMT
From: chen@sundial.gatech.edu (Ray Chen)
Subject: Re: PHOENIX is in the stores (*spoilers*)

Conjectures about future books ahead that include spoilers:

Well, I'm glad to hear Steven is working on another Vlad book even as we
speak.  I'll be very curious to see where his life goes from here.

Question/Conjecture 1:

What's going to happen to Cawti?  It seems to me that Vlad has now put her
in an interesting situation.  She "owns" South Andri* now which means she
has to deal with the Organization.

She can't just shut close everything down or some other Jhereg boss will
just move in and start it up again and, here we go again, same scenario
Take 2, only with a few thousand less people because they're already dead.

But keeping anything going violates her ideals.  Something's got to give.

And even if she does get a little more realistic, one wonders how the
Organization will take to having Cawti run any territory.  After Vlad, they
may be sour on any Easterner right now.  And they know Cawti's a
trouble-maker, unlike Vlad (and former assassin).  Will they say to hell
with it and just take her out?  I smell trouble.  And it may get Vlad back
into the city.  He's always tried to bail Cawti out of trouble before.  If
he finds out she's in trouble now (and especially if she asks for help),
he'll probably come running.

Question 2:

I forget when Vlad broke into someone's home.  When was that?

Comment 3:

Boy, Steven sure dropped enough comments to lead into a dozen books.  He's
got enough material to go skipping back and forth through Vlad's life for a
*long* time.

Comment 4:

MOTHER?  This is getting very weird.

Comment 5:

I want to see how Vlad manages to get the Organization off his back.  I'll
bet the Council wants Vlad dead Morganti.  Remember, one time Vlad was
hired to kill someone Morganti was because he was squealing to the Empire.
What Vlad did was less damaging in that he only nailed one person, BUT he
nailed a Council Member (and I do mean nailed).

He's going to have to pull off something pretty outrageous.  Either do the
Council a *big* favor or take the Council down and take over the Jhereg.

What fun.

Comment 6:

Will we ever find out what Spellbreaker is?  Does Steven even know or is he
making it up as he goes along (highly probable in my opinion).

Oh, well.  Enough for now.

Ray Chen
chen@cc.gatech.edu

------------------------------

Date: 28 Oct 90 01:19:30 GMT
From: ingram@milton.u.washington.edu (Douglas Ingram)
Subject: Steven Brust's _Phoenix_  (* NO spoilers *)

   I just got done reading Steven Brust's latest, _Phoenix_, and I thought
I'd throw my two cents into the discussion.  Be warned that I've got a big
pro-Brust bias, having absolutely loved the previous books in the Vlad
Taltos series.

   I've read that some people felt this book was much like all the others,
that nothing important really happened.  Were this true, I would say "No
problem.  If Brust wants to keep writing simple stories about Vlad's
everyday life, I'll keep buying them."  That's because I appreciate Brust's
writing style a great deal.  His stories are interesting, and I really feel
that he's robbing the reader by not being more revealing about Dragaera as
a whole, but perhaps he intends to let us learn about it a little at a
time.

   In any case, I think it is quite apparent that something important DID
happen in this book, though I won't say what it is.  Brust covered some new
ground in this book, and he gave us a view of a part of Dragaera we had
never seen before as well as a little bit more of its ancient history.  All
in all, I was very impressed.  The plot was tight, as usual.  The humor was
cynical and consummately Vlad.  In short, just what I have come to expect
from Brust.

   As a side note, my favorite part about Brust's stories besides the comic
timing of Loiosh is the way he structures them.  While the "Course in the
Ways of an Assassin" chapter structure was amusing this time, my favorite
was the "Order to the Cleaners" structure of _Teckla_, even though it was
arguably the least engaging of the five.

   I hope Brust keeps on writing as long as he can, but I hope in a way
that he doesn't become too popular.  That way his big fans won't get stuck
buying the hardbacks when Brust comes out with a new story.  In sum, if you
liked the first four books in the series, it's a safe bet that you'll like
this one.  I'm really looking forward to seeing where the series goes next.

Doug Ingram
ingram@u.washington.edu
ingram@uwaphast.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 26 Oct 90 15:13:06 GMT
From: HEROY@lsuvm.bitnet (Paul Heroy)
Subject: Feist/Wurtz's Servant of the Empire

A few people have asked recently about the followup to Daughter of the
Empire by Janny Wurtz and Raymond Feist. It's been at my favorite bookstore
here for at least a month, and they don't usually get things as fast as the
chains. I went ahead and splurged on the hardback a couple of weeks ago.
I'm about halfway through, and I've kind of gotten stalled because of being
busy with other stuff (like work) and because I'm not quite enjoying it as
much as I remember enjoying the first book. They do mention that a final
book, Mistress of the Empire, will be written.

**** Possible Spoilers ****

My reaction so far to SotE is that it is longer and much more descriptive
than DotE. More of the Tsurani culture is revealed. It's a little less
focused on the scheming, with a romantic subplot (or two) involved.  It's
still good, and the 2nd half may change things some as everything starts
tying together. Part of my slightly negative feeling so far may also be due
to having seen most of the elements before. It's definitely not a page
turner, but it does give a good feel for the world, probably even better
than the 1st book did. Still, if you enjoyed DotE, you should enjoy SotE.

Paul Heroy
Louisiana State University
Internet: heroy@lsuvm.sncc.lsu.edu
BITNET: HEROY@LSUVM

------------------------------

Date: 26 Oct 90 13:05:53 GMT
From: csusac!potter@csufres.csufresno.edu (Robert Hedrock)
Subject: Re: Barbara Hambly

   B.H. is probably one of the best writers working in the field, and I've
never picked up anything with her name on it that wasn't worth reading
through.  She has an excellent gut feel for basic physics, but her
classical education left her a bit under-tooled for writing science
fiction.  Il Oh says "Maybe she .... was overreaching her technical
expertise."  The blatant math, vocabulary, and concept errors in the
"SILICON MAGE" books proved that.  On the other hand, I didn't really
regret the money I spent on them, because I enjoyed reading the stories.
She just needs to get competent advice when she's working outside her own
field, and not take the word of the friends she references in her
dedication; they obviously know little more than she does.
  It's been commented that she recycles the same characters under different
names, and may have a smaller stock of standard characters than Heinlein
did.  To an extent, this is true but, I *like* the characters she writes,
and the cultural milieu with which she deals tend to produce folks of the
type she prefers to write.
  Her vampire book was primarily interesting to me for the historical
research she'd done to write it.  (I wouldn't be surprised to learn she
either had stacks and stacks of books around the office for weeks, just
digging out the background she used, or that she went to London to do on-
the-spot research.  One of the nice things about writing for a living; you
can take a research trip other folks would call a vacation, and it's
legitimately deductible as a business expense at IRS time.)
 
  "THE LADIES OF MANDRIGYN" trilogy seems to be back on the rails; the
second book was a GOOD novel, but kind of a goes nowhere in relation to the
underlying series plot.  The improvement might be due to the long delay
between the second and third books.
   With luck, she'll avoid trying to write any more "SILICON MAGE" books,
and stick to the stuff she knows.
   Her major failing, from my viewpoint, is not her lack of technical
knowledge and research, but her inability to tell a coherent longer story.
Two of her series, the "Darwath" trilogy and the "Silicon Mage" bilogy,
have rabbit-out-of-the-hat endings, as though she got tired, or just
couldn't think of a way for the protagonists to solve their own problems.
(Don't get me wrong; I found them worth reading, and am glad I bought
them.)
    I unreservedly recommend "DRAGONSBANE" as one of the best I've read in
a long, long time.  I like "THE LADIES OF MANDRIGYN" best of her series,
and "THOSE WHO HUNT THE NIGHT" as an example of classy work.  Her "STAR
TREK" book, "ISHMAEL," is fun to read even if you're *not* a Trekkie; she
manages to get everything, including a kitchen sink, into that one.
(Doctor Who appears in the background in different regenerations.
"Battlestar Galactica," "Have Gun Will Travel," "Bonanza," and a host of
other TV series, including "Here Come The Brides," get grafted onto the
"STAR TREK" universe with sublime panache - great fun.)  She's even done a
textbook-example-of-how-"novelization"-*should*-be-done, adapting the
"BEAUTY AND THE BEAST" pilot into a novel for Avon.

------------------------------

Date: 26 Oct 90 18:50:34 GMT
From: visconti@mars.cis.ohio-state.edu (mark a visconti)
Subject: Christopher Hinz Novel

   After reading Christopher Hinz's Liege-Killer and Ash Ock, I am dying to
get my hands on the third book of this series (sorry, I don't know the name
and I really don't know if it is even available yet).  Has anyone come
across it ?

BTW, if you haven't read Liege-Killer or Ash Ock, I would strongly suggest
Liege-Killer.  For those of you looking for post-apocalypse stories, these
two fit into that category.

Thanks in advance.

Mark Visconti
visconti@cis.ohio-state.edu

------------------------------

Date: 27 Oct 90 16:22:39 GMT
From: netcom!aahz@claris.com (Dan Bernstein)
Subject: Re: Christopher Hinz Novel

<visconti@mars.cis.ohio-state.edu> writes:
>   After reading Christopher Hinz's Liege-Killer and Ash Ock, I am dying
>to get my hands on the third book of this series (sorry, I don't know the
>name and I really don't know if it is even available yet).  Has anyone
>come across it ?

_Ash Ock_ came out in hard-cover about six months ago.  It's not even in
paperback yet.  Given the lag-time between the first two books, I wouldn't
bet on seeing the third until winter '92...

------------------------------

Date: 26 Oct 90 13:37:55 GMT
From: ape046@cck.cov.ac.uk (Myrddin)
Subject: Re: Keltiad Novels

amadeus@ccwf.cc.utexas.edu (Susan Harwood Kaczmarczik) writes:
>It's a shame you didn't stick around for _The Silver Branch_, which is to
>my mind the best book of the lot and one of the best books I've ever read.
>Aeron Aoibhell is an extremely fascinating character, and the scene where
>she avenges the murders of her family by destroying the planet responsible
>with black magic made the hairs on my neck stand up - not a usual thing
>for me.

   I thought the planet destroying stuff was damn silly.I've always hated
it when Magic is not limited in some way.  That level of power turns people
into gods and I don't think that makes them particularly interesting.  I
certainly don't think the convention against the use of magic in warfare
would have held either.
   To honest I would have thought a practicing witch would have known
better, nobody gets that sort of power.

Paul Spalding
JANET:ape046@.uk.ac.coventry
INET:ape046%coventry.ac.uk@nsfnet-relay.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 26 Oct 90 19:14:48 GMT
From: wsineel@svin02.info.win.tue.nl (Eelco Vriezekolk)
Subject: Fritz Leiber

Hi there SF-lovers,

I just finished Fritz' "The Knight and Knave of Sword" which was released
in Dutch translation only shortly. I was writing a review for my Dutch
role-playing magazine Magister, when I read that Fritz Leiber was born on
24 dec 1910. That is quite a time ago.

Therefore my question: is Fritz still active? Could you tell me about his
latest (last? :-( writings? Is anything special to occur for his 80th
anniversary in december?

Your replies will be published here in the Netherlands, so please send me
some interesting information.

Eelco Vriezekolk
wsineel@win.tue.nl

------------------------------

Date: 27 Oct 90 20:26:18 GMT
From: hoptoad!tim@uunet.uu.net (Tim Maroney)
Subject: Re: Fritz Leiber

wsineel@svin02.info.win.tue.nl (Eelco Vriezekolk) writes:
>I just finished Fritz' "The Knight and Knave of Sword" which was released
>in Dutch translation only shortly. I was writing a review for my Dutch
>role-playing magazine Magister, when I read that Fritz Leiber was born on
>24 dec 1910. That is quite a time ago.
>
>Therefore my question: is Fritz still active? Could you tell me about his
>latest (last? :-( writings? Is anything special to occur for his 80th
>anniversary in december?

I don't think he's writing much, except his Locus column.  His vision
troubles make it very difficult for him to read, which makes it very
difficult to write.  He is, however, still very much active in the social
realm.  He gets around quite well, and not infrequently goes to cons in
other parts of the country; I believe he and Margot will be at World
Fantasy Con, for instance.

As for his birthday, he and Margot always have a Christmas party, and I
don't think this year will be an exception.  I don't know of anything
special planned for it, but it's a great idea and Pam and I will have to
give it some thought.

Tim Maroney
sun!hoptoad!tim
tim@toad.com

------------------------------

Date: 29 Oct 90 08:36:47 GMT
From: malc@tahoe.unr.edu (Malcolm L. Carlock)
Subject: Looking for info on "The Green World(?)"

Back in the late 70's, a somewhat bulky paperback appeared which was
entitled something like "The Green World".  The cover was an impressionist
sort of affair, dark green and apparently portraying an endless vista of
misty jungle.  I never bought it, and hence never did figure out what it
was about, but the blurb said something like, "once every seven years the
green valley opened..."

Has anyone else ever seen this book?  Read it?  Opinions?

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	    Books - Doctor Who-Star Trek Crossovers (2 msgs) &
                    Celtic Science Fiction/Fantasy (8 msgs) &
                    Request Answers (5 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 18 Oct 90 14:11:18 GMT
From: DAB@math.ams.com (Alison Buckser)
Subject: Doctor Who-Star Trek

As far as I know, there has never been a real Doctor Who/Star Trek
crossover.  If done well, it would be fun to read, but I think it would
break too many rules. In any case, the closest crossover I know of is in
Diane Duane's book, "My Enemy, My Ally". Lt. Uhura's protege is tinkering
with holograms of old movies and accidentally finds a Doctor Who episode.
It was a fun aside in a neat book.

------------------------------

Date: 26 Oct 90 04:56:31 GMT
From: chroma@gorn.santa-cruz.ca.us (C. Elliot Friday UMN )
Subject: Re: Doctor Who-Star Trek

DAB@MATH.AMS.COM (Alison Buckser) writes:
> As far as I know, there has never been a real Doctor Who/Star Trek
> crossover. If done well, it would be fun to read, but I think it would
> break too many rules. In any case, the closest crossover I know of is in
> Diane Duane's book, "My Enemy, My Ally". Lt. Uhura's protege is tinkering
> with holograms of old movies and accidentally finds a Doctor Who episode.
> It was a fun aside in a neat book.


Well I rather liked the Jean Airey script/book/whatever it is.  This is the
one called: "The Doctor and the Enterprise" and is also the book I can not
get a straight answer on: Is it a ripoff some poor fans work or is it
legit? It is pretty clear that she/they were worried that the creators of
Star Trek and maybe Doctor Who would get irritated. They refer to the
Tardis as "The Box" and they obviously call Dr. McCoy "Fizz" rather than
bones, even though "bones/saw-bones" are very old terms for physicians. So
it was clear that someone was worried that various people were going to get
irritated. They did do a cute set of jokes off "The Prime Directive" which
the Doctor Who character refers to derisively as: "the don't bother `em
rule."  That was handled well, and to me it would seem to be the biggest
philosophical conflict between the two `bibles.'

This does bring up an interesting philosophical and ethical question, which
sort of boils down to: "When do certain well known characters, images etc.
become "public domain" and to what degree do they do so?" Some people have
explictly declared their mythos public, reputedly H.P. Lovecraft did this
with Cthulhu Mythos, and I have heard that Clive Barker explictly did this
with the "Hell Raiser Mythos." But other things are less clear, for example
it would seem that Captain Kirk is almost public mythology by now. But it
all still seems pretty sticky morally, ethically and legally.

chroma@gorn.santa-cruz.ca.us

------------------------------

Date: 27 Oct 90 16:05:16 GMT
From: csusac!potter@csufres.csufresno.edu (david potter)
Subject: Doctor Who / Star Trek

DAB@MATH.AMS.COM (Alison Buckser) writes:
> As far as I know, there has never been a real Doctor Who/Star Trek
> crossover. If done well, it would be fun to read, but I think it would
> break too many rules. In any case, the closest crossover I know of is in
> Diane Duane's book, "My Enemy, My Ally". Lt. Uhura's protege is tinkering
> with holograms of old movies and accidentally finds a Doctor Who episode.
> It was a fun aside in a neat book.

As I've pointed out to quite a few folks who missed it, Barbara Hambly
specifically grafted the "Doctor Who" universe (and several others!  onto
the STAR TREK universe in her novel, "ISHMAEL."

Specific mention of the Time Lord civilization is made at the beginning of
the book, and the Doctor appears in more than one incarnation during the
course of the book.

I realize the books are "not canon," according to Paramount and the Great
Bird, but they *SHOULD* be, in certain cases!  *grin*

------------------------------

Date: 25 Oct 90 12:59:56 GMT
From: david@frodo.wes.army.mil (David Sanders)
Subject: Celtic Science Fiction/Fantasy

Hi gang,

Here's a little request for you.  I apologize if this has already been
beaten to death, but I'm fairly new to the group.  I'm interested in
science fiction/ fantasy dealing with the Celtic people, their culture,
history, and mythology.  I've listed all of the books of which I'm
currently aware.  Can anyone add to it?  I would appreciate short reviews,
but no spoilers, PLEASE!


Kenneth C. Flint
   The Riders of the Sidhe
   Champions of the Sidhe
   Master of the Sidhe
   Challenge of the Clans
   Storm Shield
   The Dark Druid
   A Storm Upon Ulster
   Isle of Destiny

Michael Moorcock
   The Bull and the Spear
   The Oak and the Ram
   The Sword and the Stallion

L. Sprague de Camp & Fletcher Pratt
   Wall of Serpents

Julian May
   The Many-Colored Land
   The Golden Torc
   The Nonborn King
   The Adversary

John Myers Myers
   The Harp and the Blade

Keith Taylor
   Bard
   Bard II
   Bard III:  Ravens' Gathering
   Bard IV:  The Wild Sea

Morgan Llywelen
   Red Branch

Patricia Kennealy
   The Copper Crown
   The Throne of Scone
   The Silver Branch


Thanks all.

David Sanders
david@wes.army.mil

------------------------------

Date: 25 Oct 90 15:55:59 GMT
From: billmors@wpi.wpi.edu (William Britton Morse)
Subject: Re: Celtic Science Fiction/Fantasy

david@FRODO.WES.ARMY.MIL (David Sanders) writes:
>Here's a little request for you.  I apologize if this has already been
>beaten to death, but I'm fairly new to the group.  I'm interested in
>science fiction/ fantasy dealing with the Celtic people, their culture,
>history, and mythology.  I've listed all of the books of which I'm
>currently aware.  Can anyone add to it?  I would appreciate short reviews,
>but no spoilers, PLEASE!
 
Try Lloyd Alexander.  His series (I can't remember the name), starting with
The Book of Three and Finishing with The High King, is excellent.  It's
been a while since I've read it so I can't remember too many of the
details.

Bill Morse
Worcester Polytechnic Institute
billmors@wpi.wpi.edu           

------------------------------

Date: 25 Oct 90 17:28:56 GMT
From: PHB100@psuvm.psu.edu
Subject: Re: Celtic Science Fiction/Fantasy

david@FRODO.WES.ARMY.MIL (David Sanders) says:
>I'm interested in science fiction/ fantasy dealing with the Celtic people,
>their culture, history, and mythology.  I've listed all of the books of
>which I'm currently aware.  Can anyone add to it?  I would appreciate
>short reviews, but no spoilers, PLEASE!

   Have you seen _The White Hart_ by (I think) Nancy Springer?  There are
also one or two sequels, but I haven't read them, nor can I recall the
titles.  I can't swear that they deal w/ Celtic mythos, but that is the
impression I retain from my one reading of it.  I recall enjoying it at the
time, but apparently not enough to pick up the sequels.  It has been a
while, so that is all I can tell you about it (you did specify NO SPOILERS
:).  Have fun.

Paul Baughman
Senior Student Consultant
Student Support Initiative
Penn State University
PHB100 @ PSUVM.BITNET

------------------------------

Date: 25 Oct 90 21:09:25 GMT
From: ldh@bessel.eedsp.gatech.edu (Lonnie D Harvel)
Subject: Re: Celtic Science Fiction/Fantasy

   Try the books by Tom Dietz:
      Windmasters Bane
      Fireshapers Doom
      Darkthunderers Way (I think that is right)

      The Gryphon King
                        
All of the books combine Celtic mythology with the mountain folklore in a
beautiful way.  The first three have Lugh, and all the rest figured highly
in them, they also move into Cherokee mythology and create a unified
theory. (not kidding).

The fourth book is a standalone, and deals with a medieval manuscript which
calls upon .... well that would be a spoiler, but it is Celtic.  Try these,
I think you'll like them.

Lonnie D. Harvel
School of Electrical Engineering
Georgia Institue of Technology  
Atlanta, GA  30332-0250         
ldh@bessel.eedsp.gatech.edu

------------------------------

Date: 25 Oct 90 23:34:56 GMT
From: amadeus@ccwf.cc.utexas.edu (Susan Harwood Kaczmarczik)
Subject: Re: Celtic Fantasy...

Well, I think I've made my views on Patricia Kennealy's stuff pretty
accessible of late.  :-)

Another recommendation: _Gossamer Axe_ by Gael Baudino.  Very well-written,
enjoyable Celtic fantasy-- but don't expect to be like the others.

Also try _The Hounds of the Morrigan_ by Pat O'Shea.  It's a children's
fantasy, but I consider it for children of all ages.

Susan Harwood Kaczmarczik
The University of Texas @Austin
amadeus@ccwf.cc.utexas.edu

------------------------------

Date: 26 Oct 90 02:18:06 GMT
From: brendan@batserver.cs.uq.oz.au (Brendan Mahony)
Subject: Re: Celtic Science Fiction/Fantasy

None of these include Celtic Mythology, but mostly the characters are
Celts, and Celtic society is prominent.

R A MacAvoy:
The Grey Horse
The Book of Kells
others include Irish culture
   Tea With the Black Dragon
   Twisting the Rope

Poul Anderson:
The Ys series - might be debatable, but the characters are Celts.

????:
Not for all the Gold in Ireland

Brendan Mahony
Department of Computer Science
University of Queensland      
Australia                     
brendan@batserver.cs.uq.oz       

------------------------------

Date: 26 Oct 90 17:36:46 GMT
From: jmf@abacus.uucp (Joan Frankel)
Subject: Celtic Themes

To the person(s) who wanted good books based on Celtic mythology, or with
Celtic themes:

Evangeline Walton's 4-vol retelling of the Mabinogeon (sp??), the classic
Welsh cycle of legends is classic in the retelling.

Vol 4 is the weakest of the set and a different sort of book than the rest
in structure, content and development.  It was written 1st and has a lot of
allegorical clutter/references to WWII, the nature of evil, etc. Walton,
writing a forward to one of the other books, remarks that the war had just
ended and she had to get this stuff out of her system.

Walton's sparse, clear style in books I->III is quite different, quite
beautiful.

Some extraneous comments:

Many of the characters in books I->III are both human and gods at the same
time.  Most are what are now referred to as "culture heros" (thanks to
Joseph Campbell, the famous racist and fatuous windbag), meaning mythical
characters who may have historic basis and who have human travails and
emotions while possessing certain "godlike" traits.

Portrayal of such characters is really a hard feat to pull off convincingly
in a novel; the reader is always in danger of thinking "so why doesn't
so-and-so use their powers or call on their protectors to zap their enemy
and just break loose".  Walton's solution is often that they actually don't
HAVE particular powers until a situation has reached its crisis point, at
which time dramatic, sometimes quite horrible solutions avail themselves.
This resolution isn't unique to Walton; most sf characters don't seem to
develop their exotic talents until pressured.  It is, however, a viable
solution to the problem of retaining human sympathy for demigods.

Cherryh uses much the same approach in the Arafel books; there you have a
character whose power-base is quickly fading, and whose attention is mostly
distracted; because she's in imminent danger of literally, although quite
voluntarily, fading right out of this world, she remains a sympathetic and
almost a pathetic character despite her great powers.

Zelazny's Francis Sandow is a different approach to the same problem;
Sandow never quite has a handle on how he got to be a god, (well, *I* never
got a handle on it from the purposeful obscure books; maybe I should
re-read?) or when exactly his god-persona will emerge, so he can relate to
the audience as Sandow the tongue-in-cheek Zelazny-character most of the
time.  Zelazny's Amber narrators, Merlin and Corwin, have that same
sarcastic human persona; its the series ONLY saving grace, in my opinion.

Walton's other solution to the sympathetic demigod problem is to have the
character "know" what is to be done, powerwise, but still have human
problems and anxieties carrying it out; this is also a common solution, but
one which often drags the story down to the level of everyday irritation.
It depends on the power of the narrative to pull it off without breaking
the spell of the narrative.  Walton's narrative casts a spell that nothing
short of a direct lightning strike to your head could break.

------------------------------

Date: 27 Oct 90 00:10:24 GMT
From: harp@pkg.mcc.com (Christopher North-Keys)
Subject: Re: Celtic Fantasy...

Arafel's Saga, C.J.Cherryh
   The Dreamstone
   The Tree of Swords and Jewels.

A look at the Sidhe that gives an amazingly good feel for the differences
between Elven and Human time.

Blatantly Keltic.

Christopher Alex.North-Keys

------------------------------

Date: 24 Oct 90 05:26:36 GMT
From: netcom!aahz@claris.com (Dan Bernstein)
Subject: Re: Request for book titles

brianm@lightning.Berkeley.EDU (Brian Markenson) writes:
>Hi, I'm searching for books featuring a certain type of character, namely
>the dark thief, or rogue, or whatever you'd like to call it.  A person
>along the lines of Silk in the Belgariad, or Hanse Shadowspawn from the
>Thieves' World anthology.  Any help that anyone on the net can give me in
>finding titles with these types of characters in them would be very much
>appreciated!  Thanks in advance for the help!

Try _Jack of Shadows_ by Zelazny.  Note: *not* related to the Amber novel
_Knight of Shadows_.

------------------------------

Date: 24 Oct 90 19:45:18 GMT
From: jsanders@mira (John E. Sanders)
Subject: Rogues (was Re: Request for book titles)

Jimmy the hand appears in R.E. Feist's(?) _Magician_ series.  Great
character.

Walter Slovotski (I know I didn't spell that right) is a main character in
the _Guardian's of the Flame_ series. (Don't remember author, but it was
about present-day college students being sent to their role-playing planet
by their GM, who was a powerful magician in that frame [and possibly this])

These don't have the rogue/thief as the main character, but they do make a
strong appearance.

I don't know about the book on this one, but the movie _Ladyhawk_ is told
from the perspective of Philipe the Mouse, one of my all-time favorite
rogues.

John Eric Sanders
jsanders@symcom.math.uiuc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 25 Oct 90 16:22:37 GMT
From: ddb@ns.network.com (David Dyer-Bennet)
Subject: Re: Rogues (was Re: Request for book titles)

jsanders@mira (John E. Sanders) writes:
>Walter Slovotski (I know I didn't spell that right) is a main character in
>the _Guardian's of the Flame_ series. (Don't remember author...

Joel Rosenberg.  

David Dyer-Bennet
ddb@terrabit.fidonet.org
ddb@network.com
ddb@Lynx.MN.Org
...{amdahl,hpda}!bungia!viper!ddb

------------------------------

Date: 25 Oct 90 23:04:42 GMT
From: abl@dart.ece.cmu.edu (Antonio Leal)
Subject: Re: Request for book titles

brianm@lightning.Berkeley.EDU (Brian Markenson) writes:
> Hi, I'm searching for books featuring a certain type of character, namely
> the dark thief, or rogue, or whatever you'd like to call it.

Get the original article: Jack Vance.  Namely, from the Dying Earth books:
The Eyes of the Overworld, Cugel's Saga, Rhialto the Marvelous.

Heck, get any Jack Vance book.  Hands down better in plot, scenery and
characters than 99% of the fantasy littering the shelves.  There's a fairly
high chance of quirky rogues popping up in the story ...

Pity that most Vance books can only be found used.  Check Moe's.

Antonio B. Leal
Dept. of Electrical and Computer Engineering
Carnegie Mellon University
Pittsburgh, PA. 15213   U.S.A.
[412] 268-2937
abl@ece.cmu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 29 Oct 90 09:22:57 GMT
From: kuhnle@ait.physik.uni-tuebingen.de
Subject: Re: Book request

Brian Markenson (brianm@ocf.Berkeley.EDU) wrote:
> Hi, I'm searching for books featuring a certain type of character, namely
> the dark thief, or rogue, or whatever you'd like to call it.  A person
> along the lines of Silk in the Belgariad, or Hanse Shadowspawn from the
> Thieves' World anthology.  Any help that anyone on the net can give me in
> finding titles with these types of characters in them would be very much
> appreciated!  Thanks in advance for the help!

One of the best thief characters I ever found is Grey Mouser from the
FAFHRD AND GREY MOUSER series by Fritz Leiber. Since this series started in
the forties, I even think that Grey Mouser was the prototype of all
'classical' thieves in fantasy.

The series consists of about 50 short stories. Some of them are rather bad,
but others are of outstanding quality! IMHO these stories are the best
humorous fantasy ever written (especially recommended: 'Ill met in
Lankhmar').

Originally, all the stories were collected in six books whose titles all
started with 'swords': I don't have my copies at hand, but the
(chronologically) first book was called 'Swords in the Mist'. Another one
was called 'Swords Against Sorcery'. Later, they were collected in two
volumes but I don't remember the titles.

One last warning: The only novel in the series called 'The Swords of
Lankhmar' is VERY disappointing (IMHO).

Volkmar
kuhnle@aitxu2.ait.physik.uni-tuebingen.de
kuhnle@aitmvx.ait.physik.uni-tuebingen.de                     
psjeka1@zmvax.zdv.uni-tuebingen.de 

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

           Administrivia - Monthly Reminders,
	   Books - Adams & Brust (5 msgs) & Donaldson (2 msgs) &
                   Hinz (2 msgs) & Howard & McDevitt (2 msgs) &
                   Requests (2 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: Thu, 1 Nov 90 08:00:52 EST
From: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu (SF-LOVERS)
Subject: Administrivia

It is time once again for the monthly reminders:

Problems, administrative questions, and requests for addition or removal to
the mailing list should always be sent to SF-LOVERS-REQUEST@RUTGERS.EDU.
Submissions for the digest are to be sent to SF-LOVERS@RUTGERS.EDU
***ONLY***.  Error messages, particularly those generated automatically by
mailers, should always go to SF-LOVERS-ERRORS@RUTGERS.EDU which is the
address specified in the "Errors-To:" field.

If you have information about a convention that you wish to have listed in
the convention listings maintained in the archives, you can send complete
information to SF-LOVERS-CONS@RUTGERS.EDU and it will be included in the
listings as soon as possible.  Information should be sent at least one
month prior to the date of the convention in order to insure that it is
listed in time.

Unfortunately, due to the large volume of mail that I receive every day,
messages sent to the wrong address are likely to be unprocessed.

------------------------------

Date: 31 Oct 90 06:38:26 GMT
From: farrell@batserver.cs.uq.oz.au (Friendless)
Subject: New Douglas Adams book (in case you haven't heard)

  This has probably been mentioned before, but in the bookshop today I saw
hardback of copies of Douglas Adams' new book "Last Chance to See...". It's
not science fiction, but rather a save the environment type book. Adams'
point seems to be that it won't matter whether the Vogons destroy the Earth
or not if we're going to do it ourself anyway. He co-wrote it with some
environmentalist guy who apparently knows what he's talking about.

------------------------------

Date: 28 Oct 90 17:11:45 GMT
From: bohdan!paul@uunet.uu.net
Subject: Phoenix and Brust's Marriage

   While I have not yet had a chance to read Phoenix my housemate has and
she has brought up an interesting point.  Brust dedicates the book to a
whole bunch of people including his children and nowhere does he mention
his wife.  She said she also found Cawti's change from assassin and loving
wife to Neo-Marxist too radical.  Could Cawti be Brust's view on his own
wife if they were getting a divorce?  Has Brust gotten a divorce?  Was he
ever married (High Probability if he has kids) ?  I know I'm being
typically fannish and very nosy, but I've been waiting for more from Brust
since Jereg got put on my "I finally finished it" pile.

Paul A. Fischer
UNIX Systems Engineer
Bohdan Associates Inc.
(301) 258-2965 
uunet!bohdan!paul

------------------------------

Date: 29 Oct 90 23:30:36 GMT
From: vnend@phoenix.princeton.edu (D. W. James)
Subject: Re: PHOENIX is in the stores

aahz@netcom.UUCP (Dan Bernstein) writes:
>*NOW*, SPOILER ALERT
>
>The book is basically up to Brust's usual high writing standards.  I can't
>say I care all that much for the plot: Vlad's on a killing spree here.
>Wait, that wasn't the best way to put it...  Umm, suffice to say that I
>don't think he acts as intelligently here as in the past.

   Say what?  Killing spree?  I thought that he killed, what two people?
Hardly a spree.  As for the second, yes, that job wasn't very well planned
at all.

>Good background, though; for the first time, we move outside the
>Empire.  Main thing I don't like: *sequel alert* at the end of
>the book.  Oh, well, I certainly don't mind knowing that
>there'll be more.

   Sequel alert?  Can you say all but *requiring* the Organization to hire
(wait for it) Mario?  I can hardly wait.

   On the other hand, I can see some powerful angst, if the organization
requires Kragar to off Vlad in order to keep the territory...

   And then there is the question of who Vlad is talking to.  It certainly
seems that we have been brought up to date, unless Vlad is using that very
restricted sense of "kill" again.

vnend@phoenix.princeton.edu
vnend@pucc.bitnet            

------------------------------

Date: 29 Oct 90 23:55:38 GMT
From: vnend@phoenix.princeton.edu (D. W. James)
Subject: Re: PHOENIX is in the stores

alberti@cs.umn.edu (Albatross) writes:
***Spoilers***
>WHY did Rocza depart with Vlad and not stay with Cawti?  Of course, I
>guess Rocza wasn't Cawti's familiar.

   Why should she?  She was summoned by Vlad, and is Liosh's mate.  She is
his *second* familiar, though we never hear of her being trained for it.
 
>Just what the heck IS Spellbreaker, anyway?

   That is still a good question.  We now know a little more about it, but
there are some whys and wherefores to be answered.
 
   And I'll only be a smidgin disappointed if the Morganti kill being set
up is spoiled by the same means that Aliera was rescued way back when.  It
certainly seems that Spellbreaker has the power needed, though since it
isn't black dragonstone it may not have the spiritual affinity needed to to
it.  We'll see.

vnend@phoenix.princeton.edu
vnend@pucc.bitnet            

------------------------------

Date: 30 Oct 90 17:43:00 GMT
From: SAUNDRSG@QUCDN.QUEENSU.CA (Graydon)
Subject: Brust's Vlad Taltos books

***Spoilers for whole series, intermixed with wild speculation****

The *other* time when Verra answered Vlad is probably from the ending of
Jhereg - Vlad takes out Mellar/Leareth's other guard (good sorcerer, good
fighter) by tossing some poison darts at him.  He says 'thank you, Verra'
when he hears the body fall.

Devera is in all the books because Brust decided he wanted to put her in
all the books.  Not at all sure *why*, but artists are supposed to have
quirks. (This is what he said at an Ad Astra or two, anyway. :] )

Whether or not Verra is the mother of Aliera's soul, or her body, is a very
good question.  Note that _Vlad_ has no clear idea who his mother is;
Noish-pa is his *paternal* grandfather, and his father's story about his
mother kept changing.  Is Vlad necessarily Devera's courtesy Uncle?

What by Verra's twitchy fingers is all the stuff about Vlad at the battle
of the Wall of Verra's tomb?  It's referenced in Yendi, so it has to be
between Taltos and Yendi, but is all that other stuff (about Morrolan
fighting demons) attached to that mayhem, or is it between Yendi and
Jhereg?

Exactly why do Morrolan, Sethra, and Aliera feel so bound to Vlad?  He's
helped them out a lot, and he's not-completely-Easterner-scum (Morrolan and
Sethra at least don't seem to care much about that), but what has he done
that produced this kind of loyalty between them?

Is is possible that Verra is a Demon to Easterners and a Goddess to
Dragerans?  There certainly seem to be compulsion rituals available to
Easterners in Brokedown Palace.

Note that the full Serioli names of Iceflame, Blackwand, and Pathfinder
(I'm really looking forward to the book that has battle at the wall of
Barritt's tomb in it - that's when Aliera gets Pathfinder) describe them as
magical tools.  Since most of them are in the form of swords and knives,
they get called 'Great Weapons'.  I don't think this is what the Serioli
call them, and I think Spellbreaker *is* a great weapon.  (It can do lots
more than heal; in a short story published in the Ad Astra chapbook,
Spellbreaker gets Vlad back through a dimensional gate.

Aliera got out of the Paths of the Dead by *permission*, not ancestry.
What I want to know is if Morrolan and or Sethra knew that the relationship
between her and Verra *before* they tried to get her out of there.

Also, is there some sort of mystic signifigance to Vlad, Aliera, and Kieron
all being incarnate at one time?  If not, *why* does Aliera want to get
Kieron out of the Paths of the Dead?  Remember, he charged her not to pass
the sword on, and when she got Pathfinder she gave it to Sethra the
Younger.  Since he told her he'd come get it if she let it pass out of her
possession, it may be that Sethra the Younger will be getting a *strange*
visit.  :]

------------------------------

Date: 31 Oct 90 22:01:57 GMT
From: haste+@andrew.cmu.edu (Dani Zweig)
Subject: Re: Brust's Vlad Taltos books

SAUNDRSG@QUCDN.QUEENSU.CA (Graydon):
>Whether or not Verra is the mother of Aliera's soul, or her body, is a
>very good question.  Note that _Vlad_ has no clear idea who his mother is;
>Noish-pa is his *paternal* grandfather, and his father's story about his
>mother kept changing.  Is Vlad necessarily Devera's courtesy Uncle?

I think too much is being read into too little here.  We have no real
reason to doubt that Vlad's mother was an Easterner.

>What by Verra's twitchy fingers is all the stuff about Vlad at the battle
>of the Wall of Verra's tomb?

A soon-to-be-written book, I hope.

>Exactly why do Morrolan, Sethra, and Aliera feel so bound to Vlad?  He's
>helped them out a lot, and he's not-completely-Easterner-scum (Morrolan
>and Sethra at least don't seem to care much about that), but what has he
>done that produced this kind of loyalty between them?

Well, Sethra and Aliera go back a *long* way with Vlad.  Aliera and
Morrolan owe him their lives.  He's Aliera's soul brother, and ectoplasm is
thicker than water.  Morrolan is going to be Warlord thanks to Vlad.  And
if all this isn't enough, as Dragons they would consider Vlad a fun person
to be with: Someone is always trying to kill him.

>Also, is there some sort of mystic signifigance to Vlad, Aliera, and
>Kieron all being incarnate at one time?  If not, *why* does Aliera want to
>get Kieron out of the Paths of the Dead?  Remember, he charged her not to
>pass the sword on, and when she got Pathfinder she gave it to Sethra the
>Younger.  Since he told her he'd come get it if she let it pass out of her
>possession, it may be that Sethra the Younger will be getting a *strange*
>visit.  :]

Maybe.  I wouldn't place too much weight on this.  Recall that what Kieron
says doesn't have the weight of A Voice from Beyond.  It's just her
not-too-beloved brother who's been shirking for far too long telling her
his preferences.  And it's not as though anybody's too annoyed at Sethra
the Younger for her little plot.

Dani Zweig
haste@andrew.cmu.edu 

------------------------------

Date: 26 Oct 90 15:02:06 GMT
From: s5000!unislc!kjk@uunet.uu.net (Kirt Krammer)
Subject: Re: New Donaldson books?

iho@cac.washington.edu (Il Oh):
> Does anybody have any information about what Stephen Donaldson is doing?
> Is he working on a book?  I can't get enough of his writing.  I've read
> all 7 books of the Covenant chronicles. (at least 6 times each) I've read
> _Daughter of Regals_ and the _Mordant's Need_ series.  I've even read
> that Berserker book for which he wrote a chapter (I think it was
> _Berserker Base_).  I don't think I've missed any.

Stephen Donaldson also writes mysteries under the name of Reed Stephens
(sp?).  Sorry, but I don't know any titles or how many are in print.  He
mentioned this at LUNE VI in Utah in 1988, but I haven't come across any of
them myself, nor have I looked very hard for them.  But those who can't get
enough of his writing will want to find them, I suppose.  I would welcome
any opinions from those who have actually read any of the R. Stephens
stuff.

Kirt Krammer

------------------------------

Date: 31 Oct 90 01:38:36 GMT
From: brendan@batserver.cs.uq.oz.au (Brendan Mahony)
Subject: Re: New Donaldson books?

iho@cac.washington.edu (Il Oh):
> Does anybody have any information about what Stephen Donaldson is doing?
> Is he working on a book?  I can't get enough of his writing.  I've read
> all 7 books of the Covenant chronicles. (at least 6 times each) I've read
> _Daughter of Regals_ and the _Mordant's Need_ series.  I've even read
> that Berserker book for which he wrote a chapter (I think it was
> _Berserker Base_).  I don't think I've missed any.

I have just seen the dust jacket for a new Donaldson book called 

   The Real Story

It is a science fiction story set in a futuristic miner settlement.

Brendan Mahony                   
Department of Computer Science   
University of Queensland         
Australia                        
brendan@batserver.cs.uq.oz       

------------------------------

Date: 29 Oct 90 15:42:42 GMT
From: bob@castle.ed.ac.uk (Bob Gray)
Subject: Re: Christopher Hinz Novel

aahz@netcom.UUCP (Dan Bernstein) writes:
>_Ash Ock_ came out in hard-cover about six months ago.  It's not even in
>paperback yet.  

That paperback I bought a couple of months ago must have fallen through
some wormhole from the future, then. :->

WARNING: to anyone thinking of reading it:

Cristopher Hinz has succumbed to the dreaded sequelitis.  "Ash Ock" just
stops halfway through the action. You will have to wait a long time to read
the second half of the book. (at least I hope it's just two books, he can't
have the disease that bad already, can he?)

Bob

------------------------------

Date: 31 Oct 90 15:38:00 GMT
From: DECNET@crnlgsm.bitnet
Subject: RE: Christopher Hinz Novel

[Mark Visconti writes]
>After reading Christopher Hinz's Liege-Killer and Ash Ock, I am dying to
>get my hands on the third book of this series (sorry, I don't know the
>name and I really don't know if it is even available yet).  Has anyone
>come across it ?

As a matter of fact, I just read that the 3rd book, titled _Paratwa_ is due
in April 1991.

------------------------------

Date: 31 Oct 90 02:07:40 GMT
From: sgadd@dcsc.dla.mil (Steve Gadd)
Subject: Robert E. Howard

My kid brother has just discovered "Conan the Barbarian".  For Christmas I
would like to get him a complete set of the Conan stories written by
Howard.  Has a complete set ever been published?  Any help will be
appreciated.  Thanks folks!

Steve Gadd
IPCC-ZTA
Columbus Oh 
UUCP: osu-cis!dsac!dcsc!sgadd
Internet: sgadd@dcsc.dla.mil

------------------------------

Date: 29 Oct 90 04:47:25 GMT
From: MBS110@psuvm.psu.edu
Subject: The Hercules Text by Jack McDevitt

I picked up "A Talent for War" by McDevitt a while ago and was immensely
impressed by it. He's one of the few authors that takes care to build his
society, filling it with history and realistic details. The story isn't
slam-bang action; it's more of a mystery, with an excellently well-set-up
plot.

Anyway, enough gushing. I'm wondering if anyone has seen his other book,
"The Hercules Text."  What's it about, and does it measure up to the other
one? (I've searched bookstores for this one and haven't had any success at
all.) Has he written anything else?

Mark Sachs
MBS110@psuvm.psu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 31 Oct 90 12:52:17 GMT
From: m1phm02@fed.frb.gov (Patrick H. McAllister)
Subject: Re: The Hercules Text by Jack McDevitt

MBS110@psuvm.psu.edu writes:
>I picked up "A Talent for War" by McDevitt a while ago and was immensely
>impressed by it. He's one of the few authors that takes care to build his
>society, filling it with history and realistic details. The story isn't
>slam-bang action; it's more of a mystery, with an excellently well-set-up
>plot.
>
>Anyway, enough gushing. I'm wondering if anyone has seen his other book,
>"The Hercules Text."  What's it about, and does it measure up to the other
>one? (I've searched bookstores for this one and haven't had any success at
>all.) Has he written anything else?

I read "The Hercules Text" when it came out, some years ago (3 or 4?), and
it has all the virtues of "A Talent for War", in slightly smaller doses.  I
thought it was very impressive for a first novel. (And that "Talent" was
VERY impressive for any novel.)

Time is the near future. Protagonist is a NASA bureaucrat (this was before
that post came to be regarded as one step up from mass murderer). A
(?)space-based telescope finds an extremely regular, pulsed signal coming
from a stellar source in - surprise - Hercules. After some time, the signal
becomes irregular, acting like a signal. We figure out how to decode it,
and it turns out to be gigabytes worth of scientific and technical
knowledge, enough to enable us to leapfrog centuries worth of developments.
Question: do we use it? (And it's not so obvious, once you think about it.)
Well-developed characters, good book.

Pat

------------------------------

Date: 29 Oct 90 16:17:51 GMT
From: NHT@psuvm.psu.edu (Windsor A. Morgan)
Subject: "I like girls." -- Who wrote this?

Who wrote (I believe) a short story which started out "I like girls. Tall,
short, blonde, redheads, brunette..."  (Second sentence not an exact
quote).  I believe it is either by Asimov or Heinlein.  I am not sure it I
saw it in an anthology or in Analog (the only SF magazine I read). Can
anybody help?  Also, where can I find a copy of the story?


Windsor Morgan
Department of Astronomy and Astrophysics
The Pennsylvania State University
University Park, PA   16802
morgan@astro.psu.edu
NHT@PSUVM.BITNET

------------------------------

Date: 31 Oct 90 17:11:49 GMT
From: TOP@seed.ams.com (Twila Oxley Price)
Subject: Vampire fiction

In the spirit of the day, I'm trolling for recommendations for vampire
fiction, poetry, etc.  Especially stuff either sympathetic to or from the
p.o.v. of the vampire.

I have the St. Germain/Olivia books by Chelsea Quinn Yarbro, Those Who Hunt
the Night by Barbara Hambly, Vampire Junction by S. P. Somtow and the Chill
gaming system source book on vampires, and, of course, I've read the old
classics like Dracula.

Thanks.

Twila Oxley Price 
TOP@MATH.AMS.COM

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

                     Administrivia - Archives,
		     Books - Hambly & Pierce (3 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: Thu, 1 Nov 90 08:38:18 EST
From: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu (SF-LOVERS)
Subject: Archives

One of the long standing traditions of SF-LOVERS is keeping back issues and
related files in a publicly accessible area.  The SF-LOVERS archives are
currently stored on ELBERETH.RUTGERS.EDU (128.6.4.61) which is a unix
machine.  The archives are currently available to anyone with FTP access to
this machine.

IMPORTANT NOTICE: Previously BITNET sites could not get access to the
archives.  This is no longer true.  Please see below for instructions on
how to access the archives.

Please do not send mail asking me to mail you files from the archives.
They are way too big to be transmitted via mail without getting various
system administrators on the network extremely upset.  Anyone who wants
access to the archives that does not have access to FTP on their machine,
may follow the instructions given below for BITNET subscribers.

Note: The machine you are connecting to is a unix machine.  As with all
unix machines, it is case sensitive.  This means that filenames and
directory names *must* be entered as given.

Instructions for INTERNET users:

To access the archives, you need to login with ftp using the anonymous
login function.  Below is a sample session (The "%" and "ftp>" are prompts,
yours may vary):

% ftp elbereth.rutgers.edu
Connected to elbereth.rutgers.edu.
220 elbereth.rutgers.edu FTP server
Name (elbereth.rutgers.edu:<userid>): anonymous
331 Guest login ok, send ident as password.
Password:
230 Guest login ok, access restrictions apply.
ftp> cd pub/sfl
ftp> get <filename>
ftp> quit

Instructions for BITNET users (and those without FTP):

To access the archives, the principle is the same however it must be
handled via mail since there is no way to do it interactively.  You can
send mail to BITFTP@PUCC.BITNET with the following as the text of the
message:

FTP elbereth.rutgers.edu
USER anonymous
CD pub/sfl
GET <filename>

You will probably get two mail messages back.  One from the server itself
informing you that the request went through and the other will be the
actual file retrieved.  I haven't tried this for multiple files so I don't
know if each file retrieved comes back as a separate message or not.

 Below is a list of the files that are currently available in the archives:

Episode Guides:

   20 blakes7.guide
   18 doctor-who.guide
   18 galactica.guide       
   10 galactica80.guide     
   36 lost-in-space.guide
    6 max-headroom.guide        [Incomplete]
   28 new-twilight-zone.guide   [incomplete]
   22 outerlimits.guide
   10 prisoner.guide
    8 red-dwarf.guide
   14 star-trek-animated.guide
   58 star-trek-tng.guide       [Seasons 1-3 only.  Season 4 in progress]
   26 star-trek.guide
    6 tomorrow-people.guide
   70 twilight-zone.guide

Text Files:

   20 amber-timeline.txt
   68 argon.txt
   48 cons.txt               
   32 decwars.txt
   24 down-in-flames.txt
   86 hitch-hikers-guide-to-the-net.txt
   20 hugos.txt
    8 klingonaase.txt
    6 nebulas.txt
    4 saturn.txt
   92 the-enchanted-duplicator.txt
    4 world-fantasy-awards.txt

Back Issues of SF-LOVERS:

   1872 sf-lovers.v1
   1904 sf-lovers.v2
   1856 sf-lovers.v3
   1760 sf-lovers.v4
    816 sf-lovers.v5
   1744 sf-lovers.v6
    592 sf-lovers.v7
   1648 sf-lovers.v8
   3600 sf-lovers.v9
   7472 sf-lovers.v10
   6752 sf-lovers.v11
   4944 sf-lovers.v12a
   4000 sf-lovers.v12b
   6000 sf-lovers.v13
   7568 sf-lovers.v14

New to the archives: the author lists provided and maintained by John Wenn
are now available in the directory pub/sfl/authorlists.  The list for each
author is contained in its own file with the filenames being in the form:
Lastname.Firstname, e.g. Niven.Larry (Please remember, unix filenames are
case sensitive).
 
A few notes about the files.  The number that appears to the left of the
file, is the size of the file in kilobytes.  All of the back issues except
for volume 1 are in BABYL mail format.  The first volume, sf-lovers.v1,
includes a number of messages from the early days before digests and there
is much of "historical" interest.

The current volume is Volume 15.  Old issues of this volume may be found in
the same directory as the archives.  They are in the files sf-lovers.xxxyy
where "xxx" is the month of publication and "yy" is the current year.  For
more recent back issues, send your request to
SF-LOVERS-REQUEST@RUTGERS.EDU.
 
Files in the archives that have been modified within the last month or are
new entries are denoted with a "*" in the lists above.  If anyone notes any
errors or would like to supply missing information, please write to
SF-LOVERS-REQUEST@RUTGERS.EDU.

------------------------------

Date: 30 Oct 90 05:58:36 GMT
From: csusac!potter@csufres.csufresno.edu (Carl Kolchak)
Subject: Janet Huss / Dr. Who / Star Trek / (*long*) 8000 chars

Janet M. Huss asked:  (as did several others, via mail...)
> Could you explain to me (preferably via e-mail, so we don't waste these
> good folks' time) where the 'incarnations' of the Doctor appear?
>
> I just finished reading this novel again (perhaps 3rd time thru) in the
> last week, and I'll confess you have me confused on this point.  Perhaps
> it is because I've never been more than a periodic viewer of "Doctor Who"
> and never a big fan.  But I _thought_ I'd have been able to catch such
> references...

Okay, lady, you asked for it, you GOT it.  I dug out a copy and thumbed
through it on the way to work this morning, taking a few notes.  Here they
are, hope you enjoy them.  It is my belief that Hambly's historical-
research background predisposes her toward leaving information lying around
piecemeal, for anyone to pick up, *if* they're paying attention.  It's not
all that obscure, you just have to pay attention, and read *actively*
instead of passively; reading something the way you watch a TV show won't
dig out stuff like this unless it's a bit less subtle.  (Either that, or I
watched *way* too much TV in the fifties and sixties.)  (I doubt I caught
them all, since this was a cursory fast-read; but I found a bunch,
including a couple I didn't remember.)

***SPOILER WARNING***

If you wish to enjoy Barbara Hambly's "ISHMAEL," don't read the rest of
this entry.

Very good.  It is presumed that if you are reading this, you either don't
give a hoot, or you've read the book and missed the references I mentioned
above, or that you've read the book, spotted *everything,* and intend to
horselaugh at me for missing ones you spotted, so here goes.

All references are quoted from "ISHMAEL," by Barbara Hambly, Pocket Book #
0-671-55427-1, 1985.  Note: I bought it because I'd just read "THE LADIES
OF MANDRIGYN," and *not* because I buy "Star Trek" novels.  I *DON'T*.  I
am *NOT* a Trekkie, durnit!

 Page 13, line 12:    (in the Star Trek era)

      "Over by the bar voices were raised as a scruffy-looking spice 
       smuggler got involved in an argument over a girl with a pair
       of brown-uniformed pilots from some down-at-the-heels migrant 
       fleet."

Since the lead-in to this paragraph includes references to Anderson and
Dickson's Hokas, we're forewarned that we're looking at folks from other
people's work.  I interpret this to be Han Solo quarreling with a couple of
Viper pilots from "Galactica."  (Yeah, I know; far-fetched.  Just hang on a
minute and look at the rest of the stuff that supports this.)

  Page 13, line 30: 

       "The girl by the bar, he noticed, had watched calmly as the 
       altercation between the pilots and smuggler had degenerated 
       almost to the point of fisticuffs, then finished her drink
       and departed on the arm of a tall, curly-haired man in the 
       eccentric garb typical of space-tramps--the combatants had
       continued their quarrel undeterred."

This appears to be the Tom Baker Dr. Who persona sliding out with a
travelling companion.  (Evidence is *not* conclusive, at *this* point; hang
on... there's more later on.)

   Page 57, line 27:

       "I'll bet you Metebelis crystals to little green apples...."

Self-explanatory, if you happen to remember the Planet of Spiders.

   Page 104, line 15:

       "'Give them a break,' said Kellogg cheerfully.  'How many people in
       the Federation know the truth about the Ellison trials?'"

Not specifically germane to the discussion, but a nice tip of the hat to
Ellison, whose "City on the Edge of Forever" is referenced in the book.

   Page 153, line 18:     ( in the year 1867 )

       "Over by the bar a good-looking boy in the dusty clothes of a
       trailhand just in from Virginia City and his oxlike older brother
       had gotten into a vociferous argument over a girl with a dark-
       haired gambler, their voices rising higher and higher---"

I believe this is intended to be Little Joe and Hoss Cartwright arguing
with one of the Maverick brothers, probably Bret.

   Page 154, line 15:

       "Across the barroom the two trailhands and the gambler had worked
       themselves into an argumentative pitch impossible in sober men.
       The girl calmly finished her drink and departed on the arm of an
       untidy little man with a flute sticking out of one pocket of his
       threadbare velvet frock-coat.  The combatants continued their 
       quarrel unabated.  Ishmael [Spock] frowned, his memory teased..."

This validates the earlier bar scene, by providing more clues as to the
identity of the Doctor (Troughton persona) and having the amnesiac Spock
spot the situation as one he'd seen before.  Unfortunately, the cranial
damage probably kept him from correlating this anomaly when his memory
returned; if it happened to be the same Companion, his Vulcan memory would
have verified the existence of the same person at times centuries apart,
and presented him with a puzzle that would have inexorably led to his
deduction of the existence of a time-travelling non-Federation race.

   Page 180, line 25:

        ".... a big man dressed in black clothing a bit too dandified for
        a rancher, a knight's head stickpin glinting in the dark silk of
        his cravat.  The smell of whiskey hung faintly about him, but 
        there was, too, an edge of danger, a readiness for trouble that
        said, Gunfighter."

Paladin, from "HAVE GUN, WILL TRAVEL."  (Numerous scripts for this series
were done by Roddenberry and Gene Coons, by the way.)

   Page 182, line 1:   (describing the spectators at Paladin's and Spock's 
                         chess game.)
        ".... were less than a dozen spectators---an oddly assorted lot
        including two of the house gamblers, a dancehall girl in red silk,
        a rancher from Virginia City, a scruffy little man in checked pants
        who looked like a drummer, and a thin cowboy in a trail-worn green
        shirt---"

Paw Cartwright, a known chess fan, is easy to spot, as is "Sugarfoot."  The
dancehall girl and peddler in checked pants I'm not sure of.

    Page 200, line 17:   (back in the Star Trek era)

        "'There are legends of a civilization out in the galaxy of 
        Kasteroborous that mastered time travel and promptly stagnated
        because they never dared do anything again.'"

I shan't bother with listing the references that deal with "Here Come The
Brides," since they comprise about half the book; nor do I include the
connections to Niven's "Known Space," since they date back to the animated
"Star Trek."

Is this enough to give you an idea of how many plot- and series-threads she
hooked into one lousy book?  I think she managed to build in every major
historical series she enjoyed from about '59 to about '80.

Wish she'd do something like that with Dixon Hill and Sam Spade!

------------------------------

Date: 29 Oct 90 09:03:24 GMT
From: malc@tahoe.unr.edu (Malcolm L. Carlock)
Subject: A brief recommendation for "The Darkangel Trilogy"

There is very little I can, with a clear conscience, tell about Meredith
Anne Pierce's "The Darkangel Trilogy" without risking spoiling something of
this really wonderful set of books (appearing in a single SFBC volume).  So
I won't, except to say that it's one of the most satisfying "fantasy"
novels I've read in many years.  And NOT an LOTR clone (thank God), though
there is someone named "Imrahil."  I think you'll probably agree though, if
you read the book, that the appearance of a name like this in the story is
justifiable.

Of course, it's not a "fantasy" at all, though.  Not really.  (Hee hee.  I
love cryptic comments.  Though the liner notes, or the July 1990 SFBC
flyer, reveal more than I do here.)

I found this book to be rich, beautifully written, and ultimately very
moving.  Enjoyable and highly worthwhile, IMHO.  I recommend it highly.

Anyone else read this?

------------------------------

Date: 29 Oct 90 17:27:35 GMT
From: steyn@eniac.seas.upenn.edu (Gavin Steyn )
Subject: Re: A brief recommendation for "The Darkangel Trilogy"

Yeah, I read this series too.  Actually, I read it piecemeal, when the
first two were published, and then awaited the third book impatiently for
about four years.  I've finally been able (through a friend) to acquire the
edition you read.  I find the last part of the last book a bit
disappointing, and a bit overdone.  I agree its a wonderful series, and I
look forward to reading more of her work.  Still, the last chapter really
grated on me.  Doesn't it seem to take the fate thing a bit far?

***SPOILER***

Maybe I'm a romantic, but I really wanted Aeriel to be happy at the end,
and I really thought she deserved to be with Irrylath, instead of being a
pawn to fate and the betterment of her world for the rest of her life.
After all she gave, and all she went through, I really felt she deserved a
joyful life.

------------------------------

Date: 31 Oct 90 06:32:02 GMT
From: malc@tahoe.unr.edu (Malcolm L. Carlock)
Subject: Re: A brief recommendation for "The Darkangel Trilogy"

Spoilers ahead

steyn@eniac.seas.upenn.edu (Gavin Steyn ) writes:
>Yeah, I read this series too.  Actually, I read it piecemeal, when the
>first two were published, and then awaited the third book impatiently for
>about four years.  I've finally been able (through a friend) to acquire
>the edition you read.  I find the last part of the last book a bit
>disappointing, and a bit overdone.  I agree its a wonderful series, and I
>look forward to reading more of her work.  Still, the last chapter really
>grated on me.  Doesn't it seem to take the fate thing a bit far?

Yes, the prophecy was pretty precise, wasn't it?  But against the overall
effect of the story, I found that that particular detail didn't bother me
very much.

Now, if it could only be explained why the entire prophecy wasn't available
at the very beginning.

And how come there wasn't a violent blast of "gods' ether" when they opened
that hatch under the domed city?

>Maybe I'm a romantic, but I really wanted Aeriel to be happy at the end,
>and I really thought she deserved to be with Irrylath, instead of being a
>pawn to fate and the betterment of her world for the rest of her life.
>After all she gave, and all she went through, I really felt she deserved a
>joyful life.

Yes, I'd agree she deserved a bit of happiness and peace after all she'd
done and been through.  But part of the tragic power of the story is that
Aeriel was the only one who could carry on in Ravenna's footsteps, working
the remaining magic without which her world would eventually die- and that
she must give up Irrylath in order to take up that task.

I think Aeriel made the only choice she could have made as a civilized, and
truly loving, being.

Even more spoilers:

I found the idea of these "children" of the gods, created more out of
caprice and vanity than out of love, innocently and bravely carrying on,
unknowingly being the last living legacy of those gods, to be extremely
moving.  And that grand, terrible, doomed quest of the White Queen's.
Tragedy, tragedy.  Meredith Anne Pierce, thou has pierced me to mine heart.

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Today's Topics:

	 Books - Easton & Space:1999 Books & Celtic SF (4 msgs) &
                 Wild Cards Series (2 msgs) & Request Answers (2 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 28 Oct 90 19:42:16 GMT
From: rcb33483@uxa.cso.uiuc.edu (ArchTeryx)
Subject: Review of _Sparrowhawk_ **minor spoilers**

   According to several articles and at least two books I've read, the
dominant science of the 21st century would be a bioscience; more
specifically, biotechnology.  I have daydreamed, during boring classes,
what this might eventually lead to.  And still, the scenario presented in
_Sparrowhawk_ was like nothing I ever imagined.

   _Sparrowhawk_, By Thomas Easton, is a rather complicated book, with many
themes.  Set in the year 2044, it envisions a world where "Bioengineering
has replaced [mechanical] technology", to quote from the back cover.
Engineering as we now know it has become obsolete; replacing it is
"gengineering" or genetic engineering.  In this Biological Revolution, two
main classes of machines have been made obsolete: cars, and especially,
airplanes.  Cars have been replaced by special "genimals" (for genetically
re-engineered animals), such as the Roachster, part cockroach, part
lobster.  Or, the Tortoise, which is the third-most-described genimal in
the book.

   But the genimals that are the most advanced are the ones designed for
air travel: giant birds, whose size ranges from that of the Junco JC-47 (as
big as a Boeing 707) to the little Chickadee CD-14, only the size of a
small single-engined plane.  These steal the show from the other genimals,
and are described in the greatest detail.  I won't burden you with the
technical descriptions given in the book.  Just, the important thing to
remember is that these genimals can't fly on their own (they need strap-on
jet engines) and they are computer-controled.  (For some, this makes the
genimals biomechanoids or 'cyborgs' ;->).  It is also these genimals that
form the two major plot devices...

   _Sparrowhawk_ looks like a sci-fi on the surface, and has a sci-fi
setting, but its main theme is that of a whodunit.  The book has two sets
of main characters and two central plotlines, and even two separate
resolutions.  It starts by introducing the first set: the Gilman family.
They are Nick, an unemployed literature major, Emily, a Gengineer, and
their son, Andy.  And in their backyard, there's a Chickadee.  Not the
ordinary 100 mm kind, but one over 12 _feet_ long.  It does little except
eat smaller birds, whole and alive.  And yet, it is one of the two main
plot devices.  The other concerns a House Sparrow PD-54, about 110' long.
In an opening that puts Arnold Shwarzenegger to shame, the Sparrow (owned
by Palestine Airways) lands on a crowded expressway.  The result is like a
nuevo-Godzilla movie; the Sparrow starts eating the insectoid cars and
people, creating quite a bloody mess.  

And that is where the second set of main characters make their introductory
appearances.  Bernie Fisher, a police detective and Sparrowhawk pilot,
along with friends Connie Skoglund and Larry Randecker, answer the call.
Using the new police vehicle Kestrel KLX-27, (armed with chain guns and
razor-sharp beak and talons), they force the Sparrow into the air and rip
off its jet and passenger pods, sending it crashing to earth, and stopping
its rampage.  During the cleanup of the whole mess, Bernie meets Emily.
And it is the Day of the Sparrow that is the seed that the rest of the plot
is grown from.  Soon after, the incident, it is found that the Sparrow was
sabotaged.  Bernie gets assigned the case, hooks up with Emily (since she
was the only gengineer at the scene), and the plot takes off from there.
Who sabotaged the Sparrow?  Why?  Was it terrorists?  Just a psychopath?
Or a cleverly disguised assassination attempt?  As the book moves on, both
he and Emily become the victim of several assassination attempts, and the
book becomes more and more involved, until finally reaching its double
conclusion.

   First off, the book's biggest flaw is rather weak writing.  As the plot
wears on from its beginning at The Day of the Sparrow, both sets of main
characters get involved in multiple romantic entanglements.  This is fine;
however, their timing and placement tend to draw attention away from the
main plot and, with the exception of Connie Skoglund, does nothing for the
character's development.  Also, although Easton avoids biotech shop-talk,
parts of the book are of a rather technical nature, and could be confusing
to someone not familiar with the biological sciences.  Also, parts of the
book tend to drag, especially the parts that have to do with character's
(notably Chowhurdy's) backgrounds.  Finally, the book bars no holds when it
comes to violence, and at times (especially during the Day of the Sparrow
scene) can be overwhelming.

   But the book has many positive points as well.  For starters, there is
some rather earthy comic relief at various points.  For example, when the
world gets a little too much for Bernie, his response is to puke,
violently.  This turns into a small running gag between Bernie and Emily.
The other main comic relief comes from the misunderstood Chickadee, as this
short except shows:

"[Emily] stared at the Chickadee on the roof, her mouth set in a rigid
 line.  The huge bird shifted it's bulk from one leg to the other.  A
 shingle came loose, slid down the slope of the roof, and fell to the
 ground.

 'And now the roof is going to leak,' she said.

 'I can fix it,' said Nick, 'I will.'

 'But look at that!'  She pointed at a long streak of birdlime.  'Look at
 WHAT it's going to leak!!'"

Also, except for the few slow parts, the plot moves along quickly and
logically, as any good whodunit should.  And, the author uses an old trick:
make one suspect REAL obvious, and then have him be only a middleman, with
the REAL murderer being somebody else.  Under this premise, the book has
quite a surprise climax, and its resolution holds a few surprises too.  The
plot is balanced, too, for there are almost no characters that don't
contribute to the plot in some way.  Even the villainous Chickadee plays a
key role, and vindicates himself at the same time.  By killing the Assassin
Bird and saving Emily's life, it very briefly becomes a "good guy".  And,
as this kills it, it becomes the only genimal martyr in the book.  It, like
the Sparrow, is used in one form or another throught the book, in order to
preserve the plot's continuity, and is the major vehicle of the Gilman
family's character development. (the Sparrow, along with the Sparrowhawks,
are the vehicles of Bernie Fisher's development).

   As a whodunit, the book, although by no means exceptional, is an overall
success.  As a sci-fi, this book is also an overall success.  In fact,
overall, it resembles nothing so much as the Patrick Swayze movie _Ghost_.
_Ghost_, like _Sparrowhawk_, was also a story of mixed themes and messages.
And, also like _Sparrowhawk_, parts dragged, and other parts suffered from
rather poor writing, but the movie was still an overall success.

   As is _Sparrowhawk_.  Sir Arthur Conan Doyle and Alfred Hitchcock have
nothing to fear from Thomas Easton, but on a scale of -4 to +4, I give
_Sparrowhawk_ a high +2.  Definitely worth reading.

R. Cody Buchmann
rcb33483@uxa.cso.uiuc.edu
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Date: 26 Oct 90 12:36:02 GMT
From: kuchar@buast7.bu.edu (Tom Kuchar)
Subject: Re: Space:1999 books

mlindroos@abo.fi writes:
>Does anybody know if there are any books available about the TV series?
>I"d like to have something like Shane Johnson"s MR.SCOTT"S GUIDE TO THE
>ENTERPRISE (i.e. a "behind the scenes" look at the moonbase with lots of
>photos and blueprints). Any ideas where I can find it?

Ballentine published `The Making of Space:1999' by Tim Heald in November of
1976.  I have a first edition copy, but I am unaware of other printings.
This is a trade paper back that discusses the production of the series,
much like `The Making of Star Trek'.

Starlog Press put out `The Moonbase Alpha Technical Manual' about October
1977, after the show went off the air.  This is a blueprint
manual/timeline/episode guide to the series.  It was compiled by David
Hirsch.  This was nicely bound in a three ring spiral notebook with
moonbase logo on the cover. This is much more like `Mr. Scott's Guide' than
the other book.

I'm not sure of the availabilty of either of these books, but I get the
impression they are quite rare since I do not sse them advertised.

The addresses in both books are:

Ballentine Mail Sales  		Starlog Magazine
Dept. LE			O'Quinn Studios
201 E. 50th Street		Norman Jacobs/Kerry O'Quinn
NY, NY 10022 			475 Park Avenue South
				NY, NY 10016

I'm not sure if O'Quinn Studios is still associated with Starlog.

Tom Kuchar
Department of Astronomy
Boston Univerity
kuchar@buast7.bu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 30 Oct 90 00:55:00 GMT
From: RDBROWN@ualr.bitnet
Subject: Celtic SF&F

david@frodo.wes.army.mil (David Sanders) writes:
>I'm interested in science fiction/ fantasy dealing with the Celtic people,
>their culture, history, and mythology.  I've listed all of the books of
>which I'm currently aware.  Can anyone add to it?  I would appreciate
>short reviews,

In addition to the other responses posted recently, I might add that C. S.
Lewis, in _That_Hideous_Strength_ (sequel to _Out_of_the_Silent_Planet_ and
_Perelandra_), portrays the pivotal character Merlin (the magician) as a
Celtic druid. I found this to be an interesting turn of events from the two
previous books.

Robert Brown
RDBROWN@UALR.BITNET

------------------------------

Date: 30 Oct 90 18:21:38 GMT
From: SPAMFB@harvarda.BITNET (Bryan Cholfin)
Subject: Celtic sf/fantasy

David Sanders requested some info on Celtic fantasy. I would have to second
Evangeline Walton's treatment of the Mabinogion, though I haven't finished
the whole series myself. One of the books was originally written and
published back in the 30's, and the rest was written in the early 70's at
the request of Lin Carter, then still publishing the Ballantine Adult
Fantasy line (still perhaps the BEST mass-market fantasy line ever.  You
might also try some of the other stuff done then, like the Lord Dunsany
(Especially THE KING OF ELFLAND'S DAUGHTER), William Morris, Hannes Bok,
etc. Unfortunately, many of these books are long out of print, and
collectors will pay 5-10 dollars apiece for them. Try looking in general
used bookstores that don't know any better (that's how I got most of mine
for a dollar or less each).

A more recent book that you might like, though I suppose it's more English
than truly Celtic is Ellen Kushner's THOMAS THE RHYMER (Morrow, paperback
from Tor (probably) some time next year, I'd guess). Based Loosely on Sir
Walter Raleigh's poem about Thomas' adventures in Elfland as the guest of
the Queen of Elfland, it's very beautifully written, lots of magic,
faeries, romance, etc. Ellen is very sharp, witty and intelligent, very
knowledgeable about the literary antecedents of her work. Not the same
fantasy from Del Rey or Ace (Terry Brooks should be shot dead).

------------------------------

Date: 30 Oct 90 21:01:48 GMT
From: jefft@athena.mit.edu (Jeff Tang)
Subject: celtic fantasy: Fionavar

The Fionavar Tapestry by Guy Gavriel Kay

The Summer Tree
The Wandering Fire
The Darkest Road

This has many elements of Celtic (I think) Fantasy.  Along with a health
does of other Anglo mythos.

It is by far the best fantasy I've ever read (and I've read a lot of
fantasy).

Jeff

------------------------------

Date: 31 Oct 90 10:53:38 GMT
From: mobrien@ecs.umass.edu
Subject: Re: Celtic Science Fiction/Fantasy

david@FRODO.WES.ARMY.MIL (David Sanders) writes:
> Morgan Llywelen
>    Red Branch

There is also by the same author:

Bard (haven't read it yet)
Lion of Ireland (deals with Brian Boru)
Grannia (the Irish pirate queen from around the time of Eliz I of England)

------------------------------

Date: 30 Oct 90 03:58:26 GMT
From: 6600lysa@ucsbuxa.ucsb.edu (usagi)
Subject: Re: Wild Cards series

LJU@CORNELLC.CIT.CORNELL.EDU (Laura Uerling) writes:
>2. Is there relief in sight? If volumes 5-n aren't quite so gory, I'd be
>more than happy to read them. As I mentioned earlier, I like everything
>else about the stories. I'll be disappointed if I can't go on and follow
>the characters I've come to like so much because of the excessive
>violence.

I'm currently reading the seventh book.  I don't really remember 5 very
well (I'm trying not to!), but i seem to recall that it is slightly lower
on the body count.  It's more bizzare than most, and personally, I think
you can afford to skip it.  Six had less violence, and, IMHO, started
getting back to having more plot.  Seven so far has come down quite a bit
on the sex and violence, although it is starting to pick up a little more.
They're worth reading if you aren't too queasy and have a little time to
waste.  They aren't really classic literature, but they are a good fun
read.

Melinda Miller
6600lysa@ucsbuxa.ucsb.edu
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Date: 31 Oct 90 16:41:57 GMT
From: mok@pawl.rpi.edu (... Mok)
Subject: Re: Wild Cards series (a few SPOILERS)

6600lysa@ucsbuxa.ucsb.edu (usagi) writes:
>LJU@CORNELLC.CIT.CORNELL.EDU (Laura Uerling) writes:
>>2. Is there relief in sight? If volumes 5-n aren't quite so gory, I'd be
>>more than happy to read them. As I mentioned earlier, I like everything
>>else about the stories. I'll be disappointed if I can't go on and follow
>>the characters I've come to like so much because of the excessive
>>violence.
>
>I'm currently reading the seventh book.  I don't really remember 5 very
>well (I'm trying not to!), but i seem to recall that it is slightly lower
>on the body count.  It's more bizzare than most, and personally, I think
>you can afford to skip it.  Six had less violence, and, IMHO, started
>getting back to having more plot.  Seven so far has come down quite a bit
>on the sex and violence, although it is starting to pick up a little more.
>They're worth reading if you aren't too queasy and have a little time to
>waste.  They aren't really classic literature, but they are a good fun
>read.

It's not the gore or violence that bothers me. It is the complete disregard
for lace of a happy ending. Granted that it is too realistic to END. But
there should be some sort of payoff. When a character does well and
struggles valiantly, I would like to see them rewarded somewhat. The only
happy ending to date was Wraith-Brennan. EVERYBODY else suffers.  These
books take no prisoners. It is death, destruction, mutilation. Poor Tachyon
(who I am NOT a fan of, although he is a decent enough fellow) gets
infected with the wild card so that he can WAIT for it to manifest and then
loses a hand. Jane Dow (the sweetest, nicest, most deserving character in
the entire series) gets screwed over in style. First she's addicted to Ti
Malice and then her "cure" ruins her life. None of this aids the plot or
really does much for her charicterization. All these things tend to do is
convince me that the writers are a bunch of sadistic bastards who get their
jollies by torturing the innocent.

Okay, I am overreacting, but is my point taken. If these books weren't so
well written and realistic, I wouldn't be able to stand them.

Still, I would SO like to see someone good get something nice done to them.

mok@pawl.rpi.edu

------------------------------

Date: 31 Oct 90 17:46:35 GMT
From: ldh@bessel.eedsp.gatech.edu (Lonnie D Harvel)
Subject: Re: Vampire fiction

TOP@SEED.AMS.COM (Twila Oxley Price) writes:
>In the spirit of the day, I'm trolling for recommendations for vampire
>fiction, poetry, etc.  Especially stuff either sympathetic to or from the
>p.o.v. of the vampire.

You will undoubtedly get a number of referals to the Vampire Lestat series,
so I will refrain. (but I didn't did I ;-) ) An interesting book is _The
Delicate Dependency_ by... oops, I can't remember the author.  I will post
the author later if I ever remember, but the book is good.

Lonnie D. Harvel
School of Electrical Engineering 
Georgia Institue of Technology   
Atlanta, GA  30332-0250          
ldh@bessel.eedsp.gatech.edu

------------------------------

From: mok@pawl.rpi.edu (... Mok)
Date: 31 Oct 90 22:04:29 GMT
Subject: Re: Vampire fiction

Naturally you'll want the Saberhagen vampire books: THE DRACULA TAPES, THE
HOLMES-DRACULA FILE, AN OLD FRIEND OF THE FAMILY, THORNE and DOMINION. They
are from the point of view of the Count himself. DRACULA TAPES is his
recounting of the events of Stoker's book and how he was wronged by Harker
and co. He may be telling the truth, or he may be bending it.

Anne Rice's works are also de rigeuor: INTERVIEW WITH THE VAMPIRE, THE
VAMPIRE LESTAT and QUEEN OF THE DAMNED. Truely excellent, but a trifle...
unusual. If you choose to ead them start with the middle book (LESTAT), I
did, so I can assure you that it is a good starting point.

mok@pawl.rpi.edu

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	    Books - Asimov & Brust (2 msgs) & DeCles (2 msgs) &
                    Eddings & Howard & Kennealy & Kurtz &
                    Moorcock (4 msgs) & Scarborough &
                    Wollheim & Request

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 4 Nov 90 04:09:06 GMT
From: lord!dps@mcnc.mcnc.org (Dennis P. Skala)
Subject: Issac Asimov

Does anyone out there know if Isaac Asimov still makes public speaking
appearances?  Where is he now, still living in Boston?  Finally, if he is
getting out into public, where could one get a schedule of his appearances?

Please reply via Email.

Dennis Skala
814-838-4339
lord!svax.dnet!dps@mcnc.org

------------------------------

Date: 4 Nov 90 06:29:23 GMT
From: gt5052b@prism.gatech.edu (LIEBMAN,ERICA JILL)
Subject: Re: PHOENIX is in the stores (*spoilers*)

1. Aliera's father is Adron.  Adron's youngest sister is Morollan's mother.
("Yes it would seem to be the correct sort of name" - Taltos, if I remember
correctly).

2. Yes, I certainly support the theory that Adron and Verra, well,...

3. Did anyone notice that Brust's bio has dramatically changed and that his
dedication now involves a "roommate" with terrible taste in television.  I
tend to think that writing this book was a cathartic move on his part
rather than a cause to show some plot, characters and exposition.

4. I don't know about sequels.  I am waiting for that 1 missing prequel
chapter : the one where Vlad is taken prisoner, Aliera surrenders her sword
to Sethra the younger and gets it replaced by pathfinder, Vlad meets
Daymar, the easterners invade and Vlad has to cope with all his friends
fighting them, so cavalierly and not thinking of them as "people".  Or
maybe we know the whole story already! :)

5. Other sequels I'd be interested in : Vlad's previous life and Vlad's new
life among the easterners.  I would sure love to discover more about the
serioli and other denizens of the world.

6.  Here's a question : in Brokedown palace, Verra "dies" after the, er,
TALTOS sort of does her in and we have hints that Cawti is descended from
this lot which makes us wonder WHO the empress's lover REALLY is.  (Time
frame screwup if you ask me.) Has verra not died and merely become
un-demon'ed?  Why does Vlad's family have the Taltos name?  We know that
they come from Fenario.  Very strange.

Anyway, if anyone has particular enlightenment, please post.

Erica Jill Liebman
Georgia Institute of Technology
Atlanta, Georgia
erica@kong.gatech.edu
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Date: 25 Oct 90 00:12:33 GMT
From: abl@tempo.ece.cmu.edu (Antonio Leal)
Subject: Re: Brust

Brust's latest (fifth) entry in the Vlad Taltos series shows signs of
serious wear.  The best adjective for this book is listless.  It's
remarkable (and maybe even commendable) that Brust can make his protagonist
skirt a revolution or at least an uprising, as a bothersome annoyance not
really worth describing and that may be a realistic approach but, it sure
doesn't make a good story.  And the usual props - the tame jhereg, the
alien sorcerers/gods, the Zelaznyan dry wit, are getting thin - too thin to
sustain a protagonist with rather dull Personal Problems.  As for the
story, it turns on a stupid assassination assignment that Vlad has to take
on from his Demon Goddess, for mysterious undisclosed reasons.  He
dispatches it rather clumsily, causing all the rest of the trouble, as
pointedly remarked later.  And the story ends with the reader, and Vlad,
none the wiser for the reason of the murder.  Which again may be realistic
but, also not very satisfying for the paying customer.

Antonio B. Leal
Dept. of Electrical and Computer Engineering
Carnegie Mellon University
Pittsburgh, PA. 15213   U.S.A.
[412] 268-2937
abl@ece.cmu.edu
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Date: 3 Nov 90 09:05:00 GMT
From: HOWELL@whitman.bitnet (DAVE HOWELL)
Subject: Particolored Unicorn (review)

I'm halfway through a book I found in a used bookstore and picked up on a
whim.  _The_Particolored_Unicorn_, by Jon DeCles. I'd never heard of him or
the book, but it was cheap.

It's also terrific. A typical quest novel with untypical writing. It's
actually set far in the future, after the elves got mad at how humans were
treating the world. People do DNA dances, and there are stories of labs
lost beneath the sea that make seamonsters (including a giant heptapus
named Ralph).

A quote:
   The troll was truly ugly, as trolls were bred to be, but worse: it
lacked character. If it had been definite in its ugliness, with pronounced
fangs and deep-set eyes, it would not have been so bad. Stone trolls were
like that. But this was a water troll, which was almost like a human, only
larger; and softer, flabby, as if it had a pudding in its lineage. . .a
stone troll had teeth like an Allosaurical nightmare, this water troll
resembled grounds for an orthodontic lawsuit.

Another quote:
   [Flying over a mountain range in a hang glider makes one feel like] a
mosquito trying to rape an elephant.

It's full of these strange nonsequiturs. Why isn't it better known, and why
hasn't DeCles written more? (The book's copyright is 1987). The dedication
reveals that he is Diana Paxson, the SF/F writer who also is one of the
founding members of the SCA.

In summary: A fun, light, screaming-fast read that's worth the relatively
small amount of time it will demand.

------------------------------

Date: 3 Nov 90 23:36:29 GMT
From: erich@near.cs.caltech.edu (Erich Schneider)
Subject: Re: Particolored Unicorn (review)

HOWELL@whitman.BITNET (DAVE HOWELL) said:
> The dedication reveals that he is Diana Paxson, the SF/F writer who also
> is one of the founding members of the SCA.

What? The dedication says that his _wife_ is Diana Paxson. Jon DeCles is a
live, male human; he was also one of the founders of the SCA.  (SCA
reference materials state this. Also, I know people who've met the man and
idolize him.)

Why isn't it better known? Because it's a piece of throwaway fluff.  Happy
little unicorns, happy little elves who nuked man because they didn't like
our technology, lots of sex that appears to be done because it _can_. The
plot is straight linear quest stuff.

It didn't change anyone's conception of fantasy. It doesn't raise any
stylistic forms to new heights. Its new ideas are minor. Perhaps attempting
to look at old ideas from a new perspective, it fails to inspire new
insights.

erich@tybalt.caltech.edu
try erich@through.caltech.edu

------------------------------

Date: 1 Nov 90 15:25:00 GMT
From: INFOSY11@uconnvm.bitnet (Mike Loux)
Subject: The Ruby Knight

Well, I was passing through the UCONN bookstore the other day and spied
several copies of _The Ruby Knight_ by David Eddings, just sitting there,
saying "Buy me, buy me!", so I obliged it.  And read it in a space of 3
hours or so.  My only complaint is that this is probably the shortest book
he's written yet.  I mean, I waited almost 2 years for this, and this is
all he has to show for it? How depressing.

The story was good.  I know it was basically a remake of the Belgariad
stuff, with different characters, but I must be a die-hard Eddings fan,
because I read _High Hunt_, and actually LIKED it.

The story resolves quite a bit, and at least leaves you with a pleasant
feeling, because some things get set straight, and some questions are
answered, but it still leaves you wondering "NOW WHAT?"  And knowing that I
have to wait TWO years for the next one is a bit rough, let me tell you.
If only Eddings would get _THe Seeress of Kell_ out.  I mean, to wait two
years for three hours' worth of reading was a bit much.

Anyway, I won't mention anything, or spoil anyone's reading pleasure.  I'll
just say that if you liked _The Diamond Throne_, and I know you're out
there somewhere, then you'll like _The Ruby Knight_.  I did.

Michael J. Loux Jr
Univ. of Connecticut
Computer Center    
INFOSY11@UCONNVM 

------------------------------

Date: 1 Nov 90 14:30:46 GMT
From: cje@elbereth.rutgers.edu (Chris Jarocha-Ernst)
Subject: Re: Robert E. Howard

sgadd@dcsc.dla.mil (Steve Gadd) writes:
> My kid brother has just discovered "Conan the Barbarian".  For Christmas
> I would like to get him a complete set of the Conan stories written by
> Howard.  Had a complete set ever been published.

All of Howard's Conan stories and many pastiches based on fragments of
same, unrelated Howard stories, and the Howardian style, were originally
published by Lancer in paperback.  I believe Ace or Berkley bought the
rights to those collections and reissued them; they have been reissued, in
any case.  There are 12 volumes in all, but not all contain Howard's work.
Mostly any volume with Howard's name on the spine has a Howard Conan story
in it, with one notable exception: CONAN THE AVENGER, which has only the
2nd half of Howard's "Hyborian Age" essay, the rest of the book being a
pastiche by L. Sprague deCamp and Bjorn Nyberg.

Karl Edward Wagner had been producing an "authorized" Conan edition.  (For
the Lancer-originated volumes, deCamp edited and rewrote some of Howard's
work to make a Conan chronology more consistent; Wagner reprinted the
stories as they were originally published, errors of continuity and all,
correcting only obvious typos.)  He edited 3 volumes that I'm aware of: RED
NAILS, THE PEOPLE OF THE BLACK CIRCLE, and THE HOUR OF THE DRAGON.  These
contain pure Howard.

If you want to spend Big Buck$, the 1950s Gnome Press collections of Conan
stories also contain only Howard's work, but these are rare, highly
collectable, and very pricey.

Here's a complete list of Howard's Conan work:

"The Hyborian Age" (essay describing the background of Conan's world)
"The Tower of the Elephant"
"Rogues in the House"
"Queen of the Black Coast"
"The Vale of Lost Women" (this may not be pure Howard; I forget)
"Black Colossus"
"Shadows in the Moonlight", a.k.a. "Iron Shadows in the Moon"
"A Witch Shall Be Born"
"Shadows in Zamboula", a.k.a. "The Man-Eaters of Zamboula"
"The Devil in Iron"
"The People of the Black Circle"
"The Slithering Shadow", a.k.a. "Xuthal of the Dusk"
"The Pool of the Black One"
"Red Nails"
"Jewels of Gwahlur", a.k.a. "Teeth of Gwahlur" or "The Servants of
    Bit-Ya^kin"
"Beyond the Black River"
"The Phoenix on the Sword"
"The Scarlet Citadel"
"The Hour of the Dragon", a.k.a. "Conan the Conqueror"

In addition, "The God in the Bowl" and "The Frost-Giant's Daughter" are
mostly Howard, with a little of deCamp's rewriting.  "Wolves Beyond the
Border" mentions Conan but is partly deCamp's work (I forget how much).

Chris Jarocha-Ernst
CCIS
Rutgers University
Piscataway, NJ 08855-0879
UUCP: {ames, att, harvard, moss, seismo}!rutgers!elbereth.rutgers.edu!cje
ARPA: JAROCHAERNST@CANCER.RUTGERS.EDU
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Date: 1 Nov 90 14:14:00 GMT
From: scott@kong.gatech.edu (Scott Coulter)
Subject: Re: Celtic Science Fiction/Fantasy

Eighteen people will probably post this, but Kennealy's 4th book is now
available: _The Hawk's Grey Feather_.  This is the start of a new trilogy
which centers on the King Arthur myth/legend/whateveryoucallit.

Scott D. Coulter
scott@cc.gatech.edu
Georgia Tech Software Engineering Research Center

------------------------------

Date: 2 Nov 90 13:32:40 GMT
From: AEGQC@CUNYVM (Audra G.)
Subject: Kurtz's new book: Deryni Magic

Does anyone know whether Katherine Kurtz's new book _Dernyi Magic_ is
coming out as scheduled this month (Nov)?  I heard her speak at Lunacon
last March and that is what she had said.

------------------------------

Date: 30 Oct 90 16:04:27 GMT
From: ST602429@BROWNVM.BROWN.EDU (Bill Sherman)
Subject: Re: Celts in Moorcock

   The second Corum trilogy was listed among the books with celtic
characters/names/themes.  Actually, all of the Corum series seems to have a
great deal to do with Celtic mythology.  Apparently Rhynn and Kwll (sp?),
the virtually omnipotent (meta?)gods in the first trilogy are based on
Celtic characters (or perhaps it's Welch, I'm afraid it's been a while, and
my source was a passing aquaintance, so I can't confirm).  I also seem to
recall that Arioch, who pops up in almost all Moorcock's writings is a
Celtic name.  Does anyone else out there know more on this subject?

------------------------------

Date: 1 Nov 90 19:00:44 GMT
From: voodoo.voodoo!das@rutgers.edu (Deb Schwartz)
Subject: Stupid question of the week

Is Michael Moorcock alive or dead?  I could swear I've seen references to
the late Michael Moorcock, and had several people tell me he was dead, yet
recently I read that he was a guest of honor at some Con somewhere or
other.  (If he is dead, I want to start a fund to resurrect him).

Debbie Schwartz
...uunet!bcstec!voodoo!das
das@voodoo.UUCP 

------------------------------

Date: 2 Nov 90 22:03:19 GMT
From: ward@tsnews.convergent.com (Ward Griffiths)
Subject: Re: Stupid question of the week

das@voodoo.voodoo.uucp (Deb Schwartz) writes:
>Is Michael Moorcock alive or dead?  I could swear I've seen references to
>the late Michael Moorcock, and had several people tell me he was dead, yet
>recently I read that he was a guest of honor at some Con somewhere or
>other.  (If he is dead, I want to start a fund to resurrect him).

I recall that there is a note in my 1974 British copy of Moorcock's
"Breakfast in the Ruins" about his having died of cancer the previous year.
Since then he has published quite a number of books, several of them quite
good (especially "The War Hound and the World's Pain"), and has had his
voice recorded on at least two record albums.  As well as signing at least
a dozen books that my wife dragged over to "Dangerous Visions" in Sherman
Oaks a couple of years back.  I assume that the notice in the book was an
mild untruth.

------------------------------

Date: 4 Nov 90 19:20:34 GMT
From: li40163@prism.gatech.edu (M. AXFORD)
Subject: Re: Stupid question of the week

   Michael Moorcock was at a con in Atlanta the last weekend of September.
He looked alive to me.

MARY A. AXFORD
Georgia Institute of Technology
Atlanta Georgia, 30332
uucp:     ...!{allegra,amd,hplabs,ut-ngp}!gatech!prism!li40163
Internet: li40163@prism.gatech.edu

------------------------------

Date: 5 Nov 90 01:28:18 GMT
From: cpdja@iceman.cs.jcu.oz.au (D J Astley)
Subject: Elizabeth Scarborough

Does anyone know if Elizabeth Scarborough has published any books in her
series which included "The Christening Quest" and "Bronwyn's Bane"?  If so
what are they?

------------------------------

Date: Sat, 3 Nov 90 21:59:22 -0800
From: jaffe@elbereth.rutgers.edu (Saul)
Subject: Donald Wollheim

I just received the following message from a friend of mine:

I've just received word from Damon Knight that Donald Wollheim, founder and
publisher of DAW books, has died after a long illness. He was 76, and is
survived by his wife, Betsy and their daughter, Elsie, both involved with
DAW books. A leader of the Futurians in the 30's, he was founder of FAPA,
the Fantasy Amateur Press Association. he edited Stirring Science Stories
and Cosmic Stories, edited the SF line at Ace for 20 years (during which
time he brought out the uncopyrighted (but legal due to a technicality)
version of Lord of the Rings; he later legitimized it and paid the Tolkien
estate royalties; he was also responsible for the Ace Doubles and Terry
Carr's Ace Specials series).  He started his own imprint in 1972 and
published, among other things, his "Best SF of the Year" anthology until
this year.

He was also a wonderful, friendly and open person who was never too busy to
sit and talk. He loved SF, he loves his family and he loved Fandom, which
was his extended family. I was priviledged to spend part of an afternoon
with Don and Betsy at Nolacon, and they are very special people.

Don Wollheim, along with the Ballantines, were instrumental in making the
field of Science Fiction a viable part of publishing. Don did his part to
also make it good with the Ace Science Fiction series and his commitment to
publishing what was different and good. About two years ago he suffered a
stroke and never really recovered, doing what he could from his bed with
the help of his family. He's been relieved of the suffering, but we've lost
one of the important people who made SF and fandom good and special, and
I've lost someone I consider a dear friend.

Rest in Peace, Don.

------------------------------

Date: 1 Nov 90 18:47:32 GMT
From: chris@imagine.adms-rad.unisys.com (Chris Sterritt)
Subject: Looking for 'De-Weaseling' story

   I'm looking for a story/novel that I have only an indirect pointer to
(it was described to me by my father-in-law at a time when I couldn't ask
him more things, like the title :-).

   About the only thing I'm sure of is that the main character was a weasel
(-like being), and lived in a society that was actively repressing
weaseloids to the point that there was a 'De-Weasel' process (that
evidently killed the thing it was applied to).

   Sorry to supply so little info; it was supposed to be a humorous book.
Please send email replies, if you'd be so good.  I'll summarize to the net
when I get the chance.  Thanks very much in advance.

Chris Sterritt

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
***********************

1,,
Summary-line:  5-Nov  overs-request@rutgers.edu  #SF-LOVERS Digest   V15 #378
Received: by elbereth.rutgers.edu (5.59/SMI4.0/RU1.4/3.08) 
	id AA05868; Mon, 5 Nov 90 09:39:21 EST
Date: Mon, 5 Nov 90 09:39:21 EST
Message-Id: <9011051439.AA05868@elbereth.rutgers.edu>
From: Saul Jaffe (The Moderator) <sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu>
Sender: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu
Errors-To: sf-lovers-errors@rutgers.edu
To: SFLOVERS-RECIPIENTS
Subject: SF-LOVERS Digest   V15 #378
Reply-To: SF-LOVERS@rutgers.edu

*** EOOH ***
Date: Mon, 5 Nov 90 09:39:21 EST
From: Saul Jaffe (The Moderator) <sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu>
Sender: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu
To: SFLOVERS-RECIPIENTS
Subject: SF-LOVERS Digest   V15 #378
Reply-To: SF-LOVERS@rutgers.edu


SF-LOVERS Digest            Monday, 5 Nov 1990        Volume 15 : Issue 378

Today's Topics:

	    Films - Star Wars (3 msgs) & Predator II (2 msgs) &
                    Terminator II (3 msgs) & 2061 (2 msgs) &
                    Bladerunner II (2 msgs) & Alien III &
                    Metropolis & Jacob's Ladder

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 17 Oct 90 17:51:37 GMT
From: CANNING@intellicorp.com (Janet Canning)
Subject: STAR WARS

I as well as many others, have heard all sorts of rumours about this.  As
long as they do come out, I think it's great.  But I have some problems
with the following:

1. Due to when the first movies came out, the quality of special effects
was at a certain level, advanced for that time, but now since Lucas has
advanced in this area, would the first three fit in well in style.

2. Given the aging problems of Carrie Fisher and others in the current
series, would they need to film 1 and 7 at the same time?  Carrie Fisher is
looking much older these days if you have noticed.

I realize I'll be getting a barrage of responses so I won't bring up many
more points.

Janet

------------------------------

Date: 17 Oct 90 18:43:45 GMT
From: mathews@cs.buffalo.edu (Ryan D Mathews)
Subject: Re: STAR WARS

CANNING@INTELLICORP.COM (Janet Canning) writes:
> 2. Given the aging problems of Carrie Fisher and others in the current
> series, would they need to film 1 and 7 at the same time?  Carrie Fisher
> is looking much older these days if you have noticed.

The age of the actors doesn't matter because none of them are going to be
in the movies. The only characters that exist in the next movie that have
already been seen are C3PO and R2D2. So that's one actor, Anthony Daniels,
who needs to still be around, and it doesn't matter how old he is because
you never see his face and he doesn't even have to be inside the suit.

Ryan Mathews
Internet: mathews@cs.buffalo.edu
Bitnet: mathews@sunybcs
UUCP:{cornell,decwrl,harvard,rutgers,ucbvax,uunet}!cs.buffalo.edu!mathews

------------------------------

Date: 22 Oct 90 21:20:37 GMT
From: MXL4@psuvm.psu.edu
Subject: Re: STAR WARS

With today's technology, even Mr. Daniels is expendable.

1. There are enough samples of his voice available that he could be
synthesized.

2. Robots can be upgraded - QED, 3CPO would not have to have the same voice
forever.

3. Many a cartoon character voice has been replaced - mimics abound.

Mark Lafer
MXL4@PSUVM

------------------------------

Date: 20 Oct 90 07:27:14 GMT
From: mkwan@mullauna.cs.mu.oz.au (Matthew Kwan)
Subject: Predator II

I read an article recently saying that there's going to be a sequel to
Predator, called Predator II: Body Count.  The article mentioned that among
the skulls in the predator's trophy case was that of a Ridley Scott alien.

Sounds like a fun movie. Has anyone got any more information about it? It's
supposed to be released around Christmas which means we'll have to wait
until March in Australia!

Matthew Kwan

------------------------------

Date: 22 Oct 90 00:56:47 GMT
From: boyajian@ruby.dec.com (Cisco's Buddy)
Subject: Re: Predator II

mkwan@mullauna.cs.mu.OZ.AU (Matthew Kwan) writes:
>I read an article recently saying that there's going to be a sequel to
>Predator, called Predator II: Body Count. [...]  Has anyone got any more
>information about it? It's supposed to be released around Christmas which
>means we'll have to wait until March in Australia!

(a) It's written by the same team that wrote the first movie.

(b) It's loosely based (though uncredited) on the 4-issue comic book series
written by Mark Verheiden.

(c) It stars Danny Glover.

The basic plot is that there's a heat wave in Los Angeles, and Glover is an
LA police lieutenant investigating some weird gangland slayings (we in the
audience know it's a Predator on the loose). Glover gets hamstrung by some
government types who apparently Know What's Going On.  Glover eventually
solves the problem, at least temporarily.

 --- jayembee (Jerry Boyajian)
UUCP:	...!decwrl!ruby.enet.dec.com!boyajian
ARPA:	boyajian%ruby.DEC@DECWRL.DEC.COM

------------------------------

From: SESPC356@ysub.ysu.edu
Subject: TERMINATOR II
Date: 29 Oct 90 16:59:12 GMT

   I heard rumors that a sequel to the TERMINATOR is about to be released.
Is this true? Does any one know anything about the sequel?

   Thank You.

Gary

------------------------------

Date: 30 Oct 90 00:38:21 GMT
From: dave@interlan.interlan.com (Dave Goldblatt)
Subject: Re: TERMINATOR II

<SESPC356@ysub.ysu.edu> writes:
> I heard rumors that a sequel to the TERMINATOR is about to be released.
> Is this true? Does any one know anything about the sequel?

Filming on _Terminator II: Judgement Day_ has only recently begun; it's
scheduled for summer, 1991 release.

Supposedly the original cast is back (Arnold and Linda Hamilton definitely,
don't know about Michael Biehn).  It takes place in 1995, immediately after
(within three months, I think) the nuclear holocaust triggered by the
machine revolt (Skynet).

Original director and writing team, too.

Dave Goldblatt
Diagnostic Engineering
Racal InterLan
Boxborough MA
(508) 263-9929
dave@interlan.com

------------------------------

Date: 30 Oct 90 21:16:33 GMT
From: kwatts@tahquitz.Eng.Sun.COM (Kevin L. Watts(ESG Forever!))
Subject: Re: TERMINATOR II

I heard on the radio this morning that Arnold will be using a vacant office
building in fremont, CA. for part of the new film _Terminator_II_.  It
sounded as if they would be filming this week? so it must be under
production.

------------------------------

Date: 30 Oct 90 08:11:47 GMT
From: cosc124r@jetson.uh.edu
Subject: 2061: Odyssey three The Movie

To fans of Stanley Kubrick and A.C. Clarke:

   I've heard rumors that Kubrick is currently making "2061:Odyssey three".
I have yet to hear it from a reliable source, though. This sounds like a
rumor that us sci-fi fans always generate - "it'd be cool if they made a
movie for _insert book here_ and it would be even cooler if _insert
director_ directed it !!!" Then, the grapevine does its thing and before
you know it, many of us begin to believe the story, and eventually get real
pissed off when the truth is revealed.. Don't get me wrong, I'm just as
guilty of this offense as the next sci-fi fan; plus, I think it's an
integral part of being a sci-fi fan.  It's fun to conjure up stuff like
"ST:TNG meets ST:TOS" and so on. Well, my instinct tells me that it is
likely that a 2061 movie is in the works, but that the director being
Kubrick is just one of those previously mentioned "wishes". Does anyone
have info on the existence of a 2061 movie project ???  If so, will the
wishes of Kubrick directing come true ???  *Any* info would be greatly
appreciated.

Milton Lawson
Univ. of Houston

------------------------------

Date: 30 Oct 90 18:32:56 GMT
From: tlynch@nntp-server.caltech.edu (Timothy W. Lynch)
Subject: Re: 2061: Odyssey three The Movie

cosc124r@jetson.uh.edu writes:

>I've heard rumors that Kubrick is currently making "2061:Odyssey three".
>I have yet to hear it from a reliable source, though. This sounds like a
>rumor that us sci-fi fans always generate - "it'd be cool if they made a
>movie for _insert book here_ and it would be even cooler if _insert
>director_ directed it !!!"

Er, well, in my case, I hope this isn't true.

How can any director, even Kubrick, make even a half-decent movie out of
2061?  The book was 80% "wow, it's the future, so we've got this neat new
advance", and about 20% plot.  I read it, and I waited for something to
happen, and waited... and waited... and then the book ended.

>Does anyone have info on the existence of a 2061 movie project ???  If so,
>will the wishes of Kubrick directing come true ???

No information here, but even if it IS true, I'd be extremely surprised if
Kubrick were involved; to the best of my knowledge, he doesn't do sequels.

Tim Lynch
BITNET:  tlynch@citjuliet
INTERNET:  tlynch@juliet.caltech.edu
UUCP:  ...!ucbvax!tlynch%juliet.caltech.edu@hamlet.caltech.edu

------------------------------

Date: 30 Oct 90 08:26:07 GMT
From: cosc124r@jetson.uh.edu
Subject: Bladerunner II

   I heard that filming for "Bladerunner II" is in progress in
Philadelphia.  Maybe Hollywood will ruin another good movie by putting out
a lousy sequel. Then again, we might get a wonderful surprise like Back to
the Future II and III.  No flames, please ! I liked those two, but my point
is that almost everyone has liked a sci-fi sequel (maybe someone even liked
Robocop II:) and that if there is a Bladerunner II, we shouldn't start
saying "ugh !! They're gonna ruin another one !" (although it is very
likely that a Bladerunner II would suck).
   Now to the point of my post:

   Is there a Bladerunner II project ??

   If so, is it filming now as I heard ? Is Harrison Ford in it ?

   My questions on this subject are too long to list, so if anyone has
*any* info on this, please email me what you know about it.

Milton Lawson
Univ. of Houston

------------------------------

Date: 31 Oct 90 01:35:28 GMT
From: boyajian@ruby.dec.com (Cisco's Buddy)
Subject: Re: Bladerunner II

cosc124r@jetson.uh.edu writes:
>I heard that filming for "Bladerunner II" is in progress in Philadelphia.
>Maybe Hollywood will ruin another good movie by putting out a lousy
>sequel.

Pardon my obtuseness, but how the hell will a "lousy sequel" ruin BLADE
RUNNER?  BLADE RUNNER will still be the same movie whether there are no
sequels or twenty sequels.

>Is there a Bladerunner II project ??

I've heard rumors for a couple of years now.

>If so, is it filming now as I heard ? Is Harrison Ford in it ?

I haven't heard about any solid plans. The *last* time I heard something
remotely solid was maybe two years ago when it was rumored that a proposed
BLADE RUNNER sequel would star Arnold Schwartzenegger. I've heard nothing
since then.

 --- jayembee (Jerry Boyajian)
UUCP:	...!decwrl!ruby.enet.dec.com!boyajian
ARPA:	boyajian%ruby.DEC@DECWRL.DEC.COM

------------------------------

Date: 29 Oct 90 16:49:24 GMT
From: whartonb@p4.cs.man.ac.uk
Subject: The Alien III Saga Comes Full Circle?

After all the problems, delays, re-writes, changes of writers and
directors, the miracle may have happened:

Latest word has it that Dan O'Bannon and Ronald Shusett - the original
writer and producer of ALIEN, are now working on a new script for Alien
III.

Also:  H.R. Giger has finally been signed-up to the project.

If the above is solid and the end of the trail, I find it almost pathetic
that it took the producers so long to do what they should have done in the
first place.

If they stick to their guns this time, I have to admit, I'm looking forward
to the outcome. When productions drag on this long and have so many people
involved at various levels the end-product is usually a disaster, but I
suppose if any film deserves to be the exception, this is it.

Whether O'Bannon's and Shusett's script has been in the pipeline for some
time or has just surfaced is an unknown. If it's the latter then be
prepared for yet another delay in the shooting schedule, say around March
1991.

Of course, the letter I recently received from one of the executive
producers stated they had a script for the January start date and that was
after the (then) latest script had been rejected.

I think I may have guessed right about a "script up their sleeves".

Ben Wharton
University of Manchester
JANET:  whartonb@uk.ac.man.cs.p4
INTERNET: whartonb%p4.cs.man.ac.uk@cunyvm.cuny.edu
BITNET/EARN:  whartonb%p4%cs.man.ac.uk@UKACRL.BITNET
UUCP: ...!uunet!cunyvm.cuny.edu!cs.man.ac.uk!p4!whartonb

------------------------------

Date: 31 Oct 90 23:35:00 GMT
From: BA01@swtexas.bitnet
Subject: "Metropolis" - silent movie

I just rented Giorgio Moroder's re-furbished version of Fritz Lang's 1926
silent movie, "Metropolis".

I thought this was a very well-done and enjoyable movie despite the lack of
spoken words ( though there is a very good contemporary/rock electronic
soundtrack w/good vocals by a variety of groups) and some obviously dated
technology.  It was very interesting to see a vision of the future from
1926.

Moroder pieced together about 13 missing minutes of the film that was
edited from the German movie for the American release.

What struck me were the strength of the social and moral themes, the
symbolism of good and evil, and how compelling the movie was dramatically
and visually.  I really was drawn into the story and the characters:
something I didn't expect from a silent film.  The film deals with
technology's role in a futuristic society and how humans (particularly the
working-class) become slaves to it.  I wonder how a film about the
subjugation of a society by a small, elite class was accepted in Germany in
1926?

Coincidentally, I just saw a Siskel/Ebert episode that evening about silent
movies re-issued on video tape and one of the things they mentioned was how
many things in sound movies were already done in silent movies.  For
example, I was struck by how much the L.A. of "Bladerunner" resembled
Lang's city of "Metropolis".

Just curious what impressions others have of this film.

Bernie Asher
Administrative Data Processing
Southwest Texas State University
San Marcos, Texas  78666
512-245-2271
ba01@swtexas.bitnet
ba01%swtexas.bitnet@ricevm1.rice.edu

------------------------------

Date: 5 Nov 90 09:25:32 GMT
From: leeper@cbnewsj.att.com (Mark R. Leeper)
Subject: JACOB'S LADDER

			      JACOB'S LADDER
		      A film review by Mark R. Leeper

	  Capsule review:  Eerie Gordian knot of a horror film
     requires a lot of thought, but finally pays off in the car on
     the way home from the theater.  Give it a chance to sink in.
     Murky photography used to even better advantage than in
     FLATLINERS.  (Do not read the spoiler note at the end of this
     review if you have not seen the film.)  Rating: +2 (-4 to
     +4).

   Within the space of a few short months Bruce Joel Rubin has had two
films he has written released.  Each deals with death.  GHOST had a few
heavy horror moments but they were counter-acted by a lot of lighter and
more pleasant moments.  "Pleasant," however, is not a term applicable to
any single sequence in JACOB'S LADDER.  While it probably has the more
intelligent and demanding story, JACOB'S LADDER is a Gordian knot of
unpleasant concepts.  It is a story of disturbing horror requiring some
effort and detective work to come to any consistent interpretation and then
open to multiple interpretations.  This is one weird movie.

   It is October 6, 1971, and a company of American soldiers in Vietnam is
getting ready to move into battle.  Suddenly something is going very wrong.
Some of the men are convulsing; others are running around fighting as if an
enemy, whom we do not see, is right there on top of them.  One of the
soldiers, Jacob (played by Tim Robbins), is bayonetted in the stomach and
left for dead.  Flash forward several years and Jacob is a postman living
in a surrealistically squalid New York City.  Sights that the audience
finds ugly or even terrifying seem commonplace in Jacob's everyday
existence.  But things are happening that are not commonplace for Jacob.
Something is stalking Jacob, or perhaps someone who can call up faceless
demons.  And, as if that were not enough, the world seems to be
deteriorating and people are mutating in some mysterious ways that only
Jacob sees.  Jacob is even a little unstuck in time as images from the past
flood on him as if they are the present.

   This is an unpleasant and uncomfortable horror film to sit through, be
warned.  It improves a great deal on thinking about it afterward.  Just as
is true with many of the individual scenes of this film, so too when the
entire film is over we are tantalizingly unsure of exactly what we have
seen and how it is to be interpreted.  Adrian Lyne, who directed
FLASHDANCE, FATAL ATTRACTION, and 9-1/2 WEEKS, photographed this film in
murky, muted colors, much as FLATLINERS was photographer, but his visual
style picks out the squalid and the disturbing.  Murky colors are an
intelligent ploy to get around audience insistence on color photography but
still have mood effects that one usually can get only with monochrome.  I
rated this film a low +1 leaving the theater, but it improves greatly on
reflection and at this point I would rate it a +2 on the -4 to +4 scale.

		      *****HEAVY SPOILER WARNING****
	      *****ONLY FOR THOSE WHO HAVE SEEN THE FILM****

   As early as when Jacob is dropped off at the locked subway station, I
started thinking this was a re-working of Ambrose Bierce's "Occurence at
Owl Creek Bridge."  I left the theater assuming that was correct.  However,
that would imply that the entire future is fictional.  But Jacob's entire
knowledge of The Ladder is from the future.  Yet Jacob has already seen the
convulsions that are explained only by The Ladder.  If the convulsions are
real, we must interpret The Ladder as real.  If The Ladder is real then
some of the future is really happening also.  Suddenly the story is less
like the Bierce and much more like CARNIVAL OF SOULS, where the soul
survives and assumes it is still alive and the living take it for a living
soul.  The faceless demons could even be a direct borrowing of the carnival
dead in CARNIVAL OF SOULS.  Well, if you're going to borrow, borrow from
the best.

Mark R. Leeper
att!mtgzy!leeper
leeper@mtgzy.att.com

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
***********************

1, resent,,
Summary-line:  5-Nov  overs-request@rutgers.edu  #SF-LOVERS Digest   V15 #379
Received: by elbereth.rutgers.edu (5.59/SMI4.0/RU1.4/3.08) 
	id AA06265; Mon, 5 Nov 90 09:54:30 EST
Date: Mon, 5 Nov 90 09:54:30 EST
Message-Id: <9011051454.AA06265@elbereth.rutgers.edu>
From: Saul Jaffe (The Moderator) <sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu>
Sender: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu
Errors-To: sf-lovers-errors@rutgers.edu
To: SFLOVERS-RECIPIENTS
Subject: SF-LOVERS Digest   V15 #379
Reply-To: SF-LOVERS@rutgers.edu

*** EOOH ***
Date: Mon, 5 Nov 90 09:54:30 EST
From: Saul Jaffe (The Moderator) <sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu>
Sender: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu
To: SFLOVERS-RECIPIENTS
Subject: SF-LOVERS Digest   V15 #379
Reply-To: SF-LOVERS@rutgers.edu


SF-LOVERS Digest            Monday, 5 Nov 1990        Volume 15 : Issue 379

Today's Topics:

		    Miscellaneous - Avioids (21 msgs) &
                                    SF Fanzines

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 18 Oct 90 00:39:58 GMT
From: rcb33483@uxa.cso.uiuc.edu (ArchTeryx)
Subject: Re: avioids...

erich@near.cs.caltech.edu (Erich Schneider) writes:
>The paucity of avian races is probably due to the inability to justify the
>need for intelligence in a species which simply flies away from any
>threat.  Note that the Gubru were (a) flightless (b) genetically
>engineered in the distant past (like all of Brin's aliens).  

First, before I start, note that this is NOT a flame.  No hostilities
intended.

The logic that birds do not evolve intelligence because of their ability to
escape is very crooked, if not out-and-out wrong.  If you've ever seen a
housecat kill a songbird, you know that they DON'T always just "fly away".
Further, sometimes threats come in the form of other birds (at least here
on Earth), so again the "fly-away theory" doesn't always work.  However,
here on Earth, birds did not counterevolve sentience, but instead quickened
their reflexes, improved their vision resolution, etc.

Now, look at the broader question: what sort of selection pressure would
cause a species to evolve sentience?  Certainly not ability to escape.
Think of it in our own perspective: we started out from small rodent-like
mammals.  What impartial (alien) observer would have predicted that Mouse
Lemoors (our earliest living ancestor; home range is on Madagascar) would
eventually become sentient, logical (what am I saying?! ;-) beings.  In
fact, I have been in biology for about 7 years and have never seen anyone
(I may be wrong on this) propose a specific set of selection pressure that
caused us to go from Mouse Lemoor to human being.  Even whether or not
evolution is the sole reason for our sentience is still being debated, as
far as I know.

And it is precisely this uncertainty that has allowed sci-fi writers to
publish at least one classic that I know of, _2001_.  There may be others
that follow along similar themes, but I won't say more for fear of
spoilers.

A far more likely reason for the lack of avioids in advanced
science-fiction was proposed: that avioids didn't make good white (good) or
black (evil) prototypes.

I'm saying all this for a reason; I have been working on developing an
avioid species of my own for about 4 years, and one of the parts of the job
that always have eluded me is proving that such a creature is reasonable
under physical and biological law.  If interest develops on this topic,
I'll post more detailed notes on the subject.  And I'm almost sure that
SOMEBODY will jump in on the topic "what causes sentience to evolve".

Finally, as to my avioid, all I have to say right now is, "Sam C, if you're
out there, YOU already know EXACTLY what I'm talking about!"  (i.e. don't
give the game away prematurely!!)

R. Cody Buchmann
rcb33483@uxa.cso.uiuc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 18 Oct 90 01:40:14 GMT
From: howell@grover.llnl.gov (Louis Howell)
Subject: Re: avioids...

Human evolution was not a straight progression towards intelligence for any
set purpose, rather it was a long string of near-failures.  The reason
lemurs diverged from rodents was that they WEREN'T AS GOOD at being rodents
as the real rodents were.  Primates have tried to fit into almost every
ecological niche that can be filled by mammals, and they've never been as
good as the competition.  They're really a rather unimportant order, and
the only reason you've even heard of them is because they're your
relatives.

Every time our ancestors were forced from one niche to another by changing
conditions and by competition, though, they became that much more
adaptable.  IMHO intelligence arose initially from the demands of
frequently changing habits of life.  Rather than evolve a different set of
instincts and reflexes for each situation, we evolved the ability to learn
and adapt to arbitrary new situations.  Only in the most recent phase has
the species compromised almost every other useful ability for the sake of
intelligence.

Thus I find it a bit oversimplistic when an SF author describes an alien
species as being fundamentally a "herd grazer" or a "solitary hunter".  If
the species was really any good at those things, it would never have needed
intelligence.  It might be more productive to think of a species as a
"failed herd grazer" or a "failed hunter".  Ask yourself what shortcomings
the species has that prevented it from competing successfully in its
original niche.

Ironically enough, one of the most reasonable descriptions of alien
evolution I've encountered is Douglas Adams's Vogons.  The Vogons evolved
intelligence because they weren't any good at anything else, same as we
did.  They became a race of born civil servants, stormtroopers, and
bureaucrats, same as...

Well, you get the picture.

All this is just speculation on my part, of course, but it does seem
reasonable, no?

Louis Howell

------------------------------

From: erich@near.cs.caltech.edu (Erich Schneider)
Subject: Re: avioids...
Date: 18 Oct 90 03:10:51 GMT

Of course, as I mentioned, Brin avoids the question altogether. _No_ alien
race in his Uplift universe evolved sentience indepedently. (Well, the
long-lost Preservers did, but they're five billion years gone.)

Strangely, to me this seems like one of the more reasonable explanations
for a universe with a lot of sentient life. He also explains why one race
hasn't just gobbled up all the oxy-breather supporting worlds - the
Galactic society manages settlement, precisely for the purpose of allowing
new presentients to evolve.

erich@tybalt.caltech.edu  
erich@through.caltech.edu

------------------------------

Date: 18 Oct 90 13:21:46 GMT
From: fuzzy@athena.mit.edu (Pinkdex - TNG)
Subject: Re: avioids...

   Rebecca Ore's _Becoming Alien_ features several races of avioids, whom
remind the Terrestrial hero of Big Bird.  (My capsule description of the
book goes "Ponyboy goes to Space Academy," and no, that isn't a sarcastic
description either...)

   There is a sequel, _Being Alien_ that I assume features more of the
same, as I haven't felt the urgent need to read it yet.
	
   On the related issue of avians developing sentience: I think it is well
within the realm of possibility: many bird species (most, really) have two
excellent abilities that would help the leap to sentience: visual and aural
sensitivity and recognition.  Think about parrots picking up noises, and,
uh, parroting them.

   On the other hand, all the mental software necessary for flight may take
up what little there is left of the mind.  I have a feeling you'd find
sentience amongst bird-types forced to give up flight because of
environmental pressure, such as penguinoids or ostrichoids.

Connie Hirsch
fuzzy@athena.mit.edu

------------------------------

Date: 18 Oct 90 22:24:41 GMT
From: whh@pacbell.com (Wilson Heydt)
Subject: Re: avioids...

erich@near.cs.caltech.edu (Erich Schneider) writes:
>Of course, as I mentioned, Brin avoids the question altogether. _No_ alien
>race in his Uplift universe evolved sentience indepedently. (Well, the
>long-lost Preservers did, but they're five billion years gone.)

That's the Predecessors.  There is one ohter race that may not have been
Uplifted by another race.  The argument rages more in "Sundiver" and is
quite muted in the other books - a neat bit of culture shift over time.

I have my own theory about how humans came about and who they really are,
but that would solve one set of problems by creating another, single
problem.

It's also very unclear (and deliberately so, I think) just *what* the
_Streaker_ found in that cluster...

Hal Heydt
Analyst, Pacific*Bell
415-823-5447         
whh@pbhya.PacBell.COM

------------------------------

Date: 19 Oct 90 07:56:32 GMT
From: goldfarb@ocf.berkeley.edu (David Goldfarb)
Subject: Re: avioids...

whh@PacBell.COM (Wilson Heydt) writes:
>erich@near.cs.caltech.edu (Erich Schneider) writes:
>>...the long-lost Preservers... 
>
>That's the Predecessors.  

   Um, wasn't it the Progenitors?

David Goldfarb
goldfarb@ocf.berkeley.edu

------------------------------

Date: 22 Oct 90 17:46:24 GMT
From: YOURAA%morekypr@pucc.princeton.edu
Subject: Avianoid sentients

There was an avianoid race in an early-'60s novel called "The Overlords of
War," author and name of race forgotten.  And then, in Poul Anderson's
circa-1960 novelette "No Truce with Kings," there is another avianoid race;
I don't remember if the name of the race was mentioned or not.

I hope this helps.

Al Yourkonis
YOURAA@MOREKYPR.BITNET

------------------------------

Date: 23 Oct 90 00:58:34 GMT
From: aj733@cleveland.freenet.edu (Tim Hnat)
Subject: Re: avioids...

Though I don't know if you would consider this science fiction. There was a
bird-boy in the Marvel comic "The New Mutants". He was from an island where
a scientist was mutating animals to give them some human distinctions. He
was about 7-8' tall. He could *kind* of speak. Although it was filled with
lots of squaks. I can't quite recall which issues but E-mail me if you
would like to know more.

Timothy A. Hnat
aj733%cleveland.freenet.edu@cunyvm
aj733@cleveland.freenet.edu

------------------------------

Date: 23 Oct 90 01:41:57 GMT
From: kuento@kuhub.cc.ukans.edu
Subject: Re: avioids...

I'm surprised no one has mentioned what must be one of the oldest literary
avioid races of all - The Klangan of Edgar Rice Burroughs' "Venus" series.
Doesn't anyone read OLD stuff these days? :-l

Doug Yanega
Snow Museum
Univ. of KS
Lawrence, KS 66045
Beeman@ukanvm

------------------------------

Date: 23 Oct 90 13:04:56 GMT
From: MLW@vax01.ams.com (Maxine L. Wolfson)
Subject: avioids

Vonda McIntyre had a book of short stories that i picked up from SFBC which
had a pair of genetically altered humanoid species - one which I envision
as a digging sort of turtle and another which flew.  The turtle/mole envied
the flyers, and the flyer that s/he met envied her solidity and ability to
avoid harm.  I of course forget the name of the collection.

In the Thieves' world series, There is a story Searching for Satan(?) again
by VMcI(?) with a pair of characters who are alated and who with their
companions, interact with Lythande, the BlueStar Mage. (Note: Satan's
parents named him after a picture in a book of "someone" whom he resembled
- - no religious reference recalled).

Sorry for the lack of citations, but all the books are packed up at the
parent's house.

------------------------------

Date: 23 Oct 90 13:00:11 GMT
From: ZAK@cu.nih.gov
Subject: AVIOIDS

How about "Hawk" in the _Buck_Rogers_ TV series as a few years back?

------------------------------

Date: 23 Oct 90 16:32:55 GMT
From: DSS1@utahlib.bitnet (Dave)
Subject: re: avioids

     Another place you can find a race of avioids (at least speculated
about) is in Andre Norton's Witch World series.  Koris of Gorm took the ax
of Vol, a humanoid with feathers and bird-like facial features.  She also
mentions that Vol was the leader of such a race in ancient times.

David Sanderson
Marriott Library, University of Utah
Bitnet: DSS1@UTAHLIB

------------------------------

Date: 23 Oct 90 14:54:25 GMT
From: ken@batman.austin.ibm.com
Subject: Re: avioids...

kuento@kuhub.cc.ukans.edu writes:
>I'm surprised no one has mentioned what must be one of the oldest literary
>avioid races of all - The Klangan of Edgar Rice Burroughs' "Venus" series.
>Doesn't anyone read OLD stuff these days? :-l

Don't forget the mean old nasty Mahars of Pelucidar, another Edgar Rice
Burroughs avioid race. Try "At the Earth's Core" for starters. But be
advised that the actual book entitled "Mahars of Pelucidar" was NOT written
by ERB, but by someone who received permission from his estate to write
about Pelucidar.

------------------------------

Date: 24 Oct 90 01:06:30 GMT
From: MFDICK01%ULKYVM@pucc.princeton.edu (Mark Dickson)
Subject: avioids or shooting the bird

Some more for the hopper:

1) Hawk from the TV series "Buck Rogers" (the modern one)

2) the companion of the protagonist in Stanley Weinbaum's "Martian Odyssey"

3) Marion Zimmer Bradley's version of _The Magic Flute_ called Night's
   Daughter had halfbreed human/birds (or genetically altered??)

Mark Dickson

------------------------------

Date: 24 Oct 90 06:28:00 GMT
From: nesscm@mentor.cc.purdue.edu (Christopher Ness)
Subject: Re: AVIOIDS

Hmmmm, there was the race known as the Ryxi in Anne McCaffrey's books (all
I have on hand are the _Dinosaur Planet_ books) and some avian race in
David Brin's _Uplift_ series (anybody have this name on hand?).  These
along with the bird-beings who swore off walking because their race had
reached the "Shoe Event Horizon" in the _Hitchhiker's Guide to the Galexy_
series (by Douglas Adams) are the only ones I can remember off hand.

Chris Ness
nesscm@mentor.cc.purdue.edu

------------------------------

Date: 26 Oct 90 08:02:28 GMT
From: F.LYALL@aberdeen.ac.uk
Subject: Avoids

 In the World of Tiers series by Farmer, there is a race of harpies with
which Kikaha, the protagonist occasionally tangles(!).

Frank Lyall

------------------------------

Date: 27 Oct 90 01:51:29 GMT
From: xanthian@zorch.sf-bay.org (Kent Paul Dolan)
Subject: Re: AVIOIDS

No time to dig out all the stuff you need (party in ten minutes), but take
a look at the marvelously alien-species-inventive The Journeys of McGill
Feighan series by Kevin O'Donnell, Jr.: Caverns, Reefs, Lava, and Cliffs,
from Berkley SF; ISBNs 0-425-04730-X, 0-425-05059-9, 0-425-05248-6, and
0-425-08387-X, respectively.

Lots of avioid species as bit players, and one novel features a big episode
among avioids. These books are a joy and a delight for those who love new
and unusual species in their SF.

Kent
xanthian@Zorch.SF-Bay.ORG
xanthian@well.sf.ca.us

------------------------------

Date: 29 Oct 90 14:30:00 GMT
From: APRAM@cr83.staffordshire-polytechnic.ac.uk
Subject: Re: Avioids

Olaf Stapleton's "Last and first men", has mankind developing wings and
flight during his prediction of the history of mankind.  Also "The
hothouse", I cant remenber the author off hand, has men mutating into
flying creatures (any more detail would be a spoiler).

Fantasy avioids occur in "the Awakeners" Sheri Tepper.

Alison McMillan

------------------------------

Date: 1 Nov 90 17:48:25 GMT
From: jim@visix.com (Jim Edwards-Hewitt)
Subject: Re: avioids...

There was also an avioid race in Varley's Titan/Wizard/Demon trilogy,
though I'm not sure which book they first appeared in.

Jim Edwards-Hewitt
Visix Software Inc.                                
jim@visix.com
...!uunet!visix!jim

------------------------------

Date: 1 Nov 90 20:28:10 GMT
From: malc@tahoe.unr.edu (Malcolm L. Carlock)
Subject: Re: avioids...

In PJ Farmer's "The Stone God Awakens" appears a race of genetically
engineered avioid humans (and nasty little buggers they are, too.)

------------------------------

Date: 1 Nov 90 21:39:45 GMT
From: mute@wpi.wpi.edu (Joshua Thompson Brandt)
Subject: Re: avioids...

jim@visix.com (Jim Edwards-Hewitt) writes:
>There was also an avioid race in Varley's Titan/Wizard/Demon trilogy,
>though I'm not sure which book they first appeared in.

They were the Angels, which appeared mainly in Titan. It was noted that,
even though Gaea (the god/planet/spacestation) likes to include private
jokes in her creations, such as the complicated sex of Titanides, the
design of the Angels, winged humanoids, was so inflexible that they are one
of the few races without some idiosyncracy or such.

Varley also, in Wizard, introduced the Buzzbombs, a race of flying beings
who were effectively big living ramjets with wings.  They fed on kerosene
and fired similar but smaller and pointier animals from their wings.
Very, very, nasty.

Joshua Brandt
mute@wpi.WPI.EDU

------------------------------

Date: 30 Oct 90 02:45:22 GMT
From: jeteye@cbl.umd.edu (James Love)
Subject: SF fanzines

   As I'm relatively new to this forum, perhaps the following topic has
been discussed previously and I'm not aware of it. If so, I'd be grateful
if someone could point me in the right direction.  Has anyone compiled an
up-to-date (though I realize this is somewhat of a non-sequitur in the
world of here-today/gone tomorrow labor-of-love home publishing) list of
current SF fanzines ??  Such a list might include frequency of publication,
cost, principle discipline (fantasy, horror, _hard_ SF, etc.), length of
service, typical issue contents, availability on-line, current mailing
address to request a subscription, and if possible, a capsule review
(however subjective) of how well it lives up to its calling.  I'd be
interested in subscribing to one or two, but I need some guidance first.
What's your favorite? Let me know and I'll try and compile a [BRIEF !!]
summary if some kind soul hasn't already done so.

Jim Love
Chesapeake Biological Lab
jeteye@cbl.umd.edu

------------------------------
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SF-LOVERS Digest            Tuesday, 6 Nov 1990       Volume 15 : Issue 380

Today's Topics:

	  Books - Asimov & Cook & May (2 msgs) & Niven (4 msgs) &
                  Panshin & Pratchett (2 msgs) & Saberhagen &
                  Scarborough (2 msgs) & Shupp (2 msgs) &
                  Requests (4 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 5 Nov 90 20:13:20 GMT
From: SPAMFB@harvarda.bitnet (Bryan Cholfin)
Subject: Isaac Asimov

Someone wanted to know what was up with Isaac Asimov: He lives in New York
City these days, has for quite a while now (he used to live around Boston
when he taught at BU). He still makes public appearances, though it's well
known that he only goes places he can travel to by short train trips (he
doesn't fly), though after his hopsitalization due to heart problems last
winter he's probably cut down on his public engagements.

------------------------------

Date: 25 Oct 90 00:12:33 GMT
From: abl@tempo.ece.cmu.edu (Antonio Leal)
Subject: Cook

Glen Cook: The Tower of Fear

Cook wrote another competent adventure/fantasy book.  This is (apparently)
a standalone work; the world-crafting is up to the habitual high standard,
and the characters are, as usual, individuals with their own quirks.  Of
course, one might complain (after finishing the book) that this time Cook
wrote about an alternate timeline where Rome went monotheist before Christ,
and that the setting resembles Carthage before the third Punic War, give or
take a couple of gods but, that doesn't diminish a tale well told.  Basic
ingredients: a city conquered, a wizard-priest in stasis while his lover
searches for his reincarnated soul, an underground resistance, and a
double-or-triple-agent with his own agenda.

Antonio B. Leal
Dept. of Electrical and Computer Engineering
Carnegie Mellon University
Pittsburgh, PA. 15213   U.S.A.
[412] 268-2937		
abl@ece.cmu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 5 Nov 90 19:02:07 GMT
From: c90arw@prg.ox.ac.uk (Andrew Wallace)
Subject: Julian May

Does anyone out there know what Julian May is up to?  After writing her
"Saga of the Exiles" and Intervention (which seemed to take ages to come
out) is she actually going to produce her Milieu Trilogy (Jack the
Bodiless, Diamond Mask, Magnificat) as promised at the ends of all her
other books?

Maybe her publisher does not like them or maybe they would like to publish
them as one volume. What ever the reason, I'm getting fed up waiting for
her.

WHAT IS SHE DOING?

Andy Wallace

------------------------------

Date: 6 Nov 90 00:30:43 GMT
From: glambert@pyred.pyramid.com (George Lambert)
Subject: Re: Julian May

c90arw@prg.ox.ac.uk (Andrew Wallace) writes:

>Does anyone out there know what Julian May is up to?  After writing her
>"Saga of the Exiles" and Intervention (which seemed to take ages to come
>out) is she actually going to produce her Milieu Trilogy (Jack the
>Bodiless, Diamond Mask, Magnificat) as promised at the ends of all her
>other books?

Locus magazine stated two years ago that the first of the books will be out
sometime in mid '91.  The other two books will follow at one year
intervals, so be patient.

>WHAT IS SHE DOING?

She's taking her time to write a better novel.  Not everyone turns out new
books every other month.

George Lambert

------------------------------

Date: 1 Nov 90 17:58:03 GMT
From: sd1r+@andrew.cmu.edu (Sridhar Dasari)
Subject: Ringworld, by Niven

Just finished reading Ringworld, by Niven.  A really good book.  The
writing kind of bogs down in the middle of the book, but the end was
all right.  I thought the end was sort of a letdown, though.  Niven has
some amazing ideas, such as breeding people for luck.  That was probably
the most startling idea of the whole book.  Has he written anything
after Ringworld?  And are they worth reading?  Thanks in advance.

Sridhar H. Dasari

------------------------------

Date: 2 Nov 90 17:30:02 GMT
From: k@hprnd.rose.hp.com (Steve Kao)
Subject: Re: Ringworld, by Niven

Sridhar Dasari asks:
> Just finished reading Ringworld, by Niven.  A really good book.  The
> writing kind of bogs down in the middle of the book, but the end was all
> right.  I though the end was sort of a letdown, though.  Niven has some
> amazing ideas, such as breeding people for luck.  That was probably the
> most startling idea of the whole book.  Has he written anything after
> Ringworld?  And are they worth reading?  Thanks in advance.

Larry Niven has written several books and short stories in the same
universe as _Ringworld_.  There's even a sequel, _Ringworld_Engineers_,
which probably should not be read until after you've read _The_Protector_.
To understand some of his more obscure references, you might also want to
read _A_World_of_Ptavs_.  I found most of his books and stories about his
"Tales of the Known Universe" to be interesting and well worth reading.

Steve Kao

------------------------------

Date: 3 Nov 90 23:45:16 GMT
From: erich@near.cs.caltech.edu (Erich Schneider)
Subject: Re: Ringworlds

I suggest taking the Known Space stories in this order:

  _Neutron Star_: arguably some of the best of the Known Space stories
  _Tales of Known Space_: because some of his best stories are in it
     (again), like "Cloak of Anarchy" and "Borderland of Sol"
  _A Gift From Earth_ : background on the "organlegging" thing
  _World of Ptaavs_ : background on the Slavers and Belt/Earth drift
  _Protector_ : background on just about everything
  _Ringworld_
  _The Ringworld Engineers_ 
     because it does refer to events in the first novel

Read the "Gil Hamilton" stories (the collection _The Long Arm of Gil
Hamilton_ and _The Patchwork Girl_) at any old time - they're pretty good,
and aren't really connected to the rest of Known Space.

One can ignore _Man-Kzin Wars #N_ if one wishes.

erich@tybalt.caltech.edu
erich@through.caltech.edu

------------------------------

Date: 4 Nov 90 08:09:38 GMT
From: ars3_cif@uhura.cc.rochester.edu (Aaron Sher)
Subject: Re: Ringworlds

J_DELANO@unhh.BITNET writes:
>   Which should I read first, _Ringworld_ or _The Ringworld Engineers_?
>That is, which comes first, in internal chronology ( I have this thing
>about reading things in the right order).  Or, does _TRE_ give away things
>that are mysteries in Ringworld?

Read _Ringworld_ first!  _TRE_ gives away LOTS of things that shouldn't be
known in _Ringworld_.  One of the worst series to reverse that I can think
of (please don't send me eighty-three examples of worse ones, everybody, I
know there are others; try Eddings).

------------------------------

Date: 5 Nov 90 20:21:02 GMT
From: richardm@aipna.ed.ac.uk (Richard Mein )
Subject: Alexei Panshin & Anthony Villiers

Hi there,
   This is just a quick message to ask if anyone out there has heard of
Anthony Villiers.  He is the hero of a series of books by Alexei Panshin,
author of Rite Of Passage and numerous critical articles.  I know that
there are at least three books in the series: Star Well, The Thurb
Revolution and Masque World.  There was also at least one more planned for
the series - The Universal Pantograph, but I don't know if it was ever
published.
   I think the books are no longer in print, and were never published in
the U.K., but were certainly published about ten years ago by Ace Science
Fiction in the U.S.
    If you know any more, please mail me, or post it if you think it is
interesting enough.
    Thanks.

richardm@uk.ac.ed.aipna

------------------------------

Date: 1 Nov 90 17:58:52 GMT
From: pete@minster.york.ac.uk
Subject: Re: Discworld Series???

holbrook@apollo.HP.COM (Alan R. Holbrook) writes:
>While in the UK a couple of weeks ago, I saw a book by Terry Pratchett
>that was part of a series called "The Discworld".  The book looked like a
>lot of fun, but I didn't buy it because I'm one of those tiny minds that
>likes to read a series in order and this was labelled 6 of (?).
>
>Is any one familiar with the author/series and can any one provide some
>information about it?  Are the books available in the USofA?

The complete Discworld series (order may be slightly wrong...):

   The Colour Of Magic  - Rincewind the Wizard
   The Light Fantastic  -     "      "     "
   Equal Rites          - feminism, wizardry...
   Mort                 - Death and his apprentice
   Wyrd Sisters         - Macbeth parody
   Sourcery             - Arabian Nights parody; Rincewind
   Pyramids             - Ancient Egypt parody
   Guards! Guards!      - Detective parody      
   Eric                         - illustrated Faust parody.

Originally the Discworld books were basically about the inept wizard
Rincewind; gradually Pratchett has expanded the scope and got wilder and
wilder in his humour!

Also by Terry Pratchett:

   Diggers
   Truckers
   Wings                - a series for kids. Supposed to be good.
   The Dark Side Of The Sun
   Strata
   The Carpet People - old novels, pre-Discworld

By Terry Pratchett and Neil Gaiman

   Good Omens.  - apocalyptic comedy/fantasy set in the present.

Pratchett is _VERY_ funny. His novels are all basically fantasy parodies,
but they're extremely inventive and highly amusing. He's massively popular
in the UK (taken over from Douglas Adams in popularity, I'd say); I don't
know about the US availability of his books...

Pete Fenelon
pete@minster.york.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 4 Nov 90 13:25:26 GMT
From: davidg@aipna.ed.ac.uk (David Green )
Subject: Re: Discworld Series/jokes plagiarised?

DWATKIN@LIVERPOOL.AC.UK (David Watkin) writes:
> They are all very funny and well worth buying.

I must admit I've only read the first one (The Colour of Magic, I think)
and wasn't too impressed with it. Comparisons with Douglas Adams seem
obvious because The Colour of Magic actually features some of Adams' jokes
in it, and (among others) the Woody Allen line about wanting to be immortal
by not dying. Since all other postings on this thread have been uniformly
complimentary about the Discworld series, I thought maybe I should try and
stir up some controversy by asking:

Am I alone in my dislike of TCOM?
Are the other books in the series any better?
DOES PRATCHETT USE OTHER PEOPLE'S JOKES IN HIS BOOKS?

That should do the trick, I think.

Dave Green
DAI
Edinburgh, UK

------------------------------

Date: 5 Nov 90 16:18:55 GMT
From: jefft@athena.mit.edu (Jeff Tang)
Subject: Saberhagen: Empire of East and Swords

Is there something between Empire of the East and all the Swords books?
I'm very curious as to the origins of the emperor and what he is.  There
doesn't seem to be any mention of him in the Empier of the East.

Jeff

------------------------------

Date: 5 Nov 90 21:32:42 GMT
From: SCHLAWD@yalevm.bitnet (larry)
Subject: Elizabeth Scarborough

Elizabeth scarborough has indeed published other books in the series which
includes Bronwyn's Bane and the christening quest.  Offhand I can only
think of the Unicorn Creed which follows Bronwyn's Bane.  The series was, I
believe, reprinted recently in one large volume - multinovels in one
paperback under the titles of songs from the seashell archives.

I don't remember if her The Drastic Dragon of Draco Texas and the sequel
(the Goldcamp Vampire?) are linked or not, I believe they might be in part.
Other than The Healer's War, those are her only novels to date (with the
possible other novel in the original series under question).

Her short fiction includes a wonderful piece in the Invitation to Camelot
anthology edited by Parke Godwin, as well as pieces in Susan Schwartz's
Arabesques anthologies, Andre Norton's Catfantastic anthology and tales
from the witch world anthologies.  Hmmm.  Come to think of it, she may have
had some in some of Jane Yolen's anthologies, which you can find in the
children's or young adult section of your local library.  She might have
another piece in the second catfantastic volume, but other than winning all
those awards with her latest novel (The Healer's War) and no mean
achievement at that, she has not been heard from in a while.

I believe that covers all her major works to date, but as I have not been
in correspondence with her for over two years now I may have missed some of
the shorter works.  Last I heard she lived on the west coast somewhere in
Washington.

Lawrence Schimel
Yale University
SCHLAWD@YaleVM

------------------------------

Date: 6 Nov 90 03:30:54 GMT
From: dzweig@rnd.gba.nyu.edu (Dani Zweig)
Subject: Re: Elizabeth Scarborough

SCHLAWD@yalevm.BITNET (Larry):
>Elizabeth scarborough has indeed published other books in the series which
>includes Bronwyn's bane and the christening quest.  Offhand I can only
>think of the Unicorn Creed which follows Bronwyn's Bane.

The first and best book in the series is "Song of Sorcery", which is based
on the Child Ballad "The Gypsie Lover" (modulo fifty alternative titles).
Unicorn Creed comes second and isn't as good.  Bronwyn's Banes is third,
and not as good as...

Dani Zweig
haste@andrew.cmu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 2 Nov 90 17:00:10 GMT
From: mary_jannausch@ub.cc.umich.edu
Subject: Mike Shupp's time-travel series

Mike Shupp has written a relatively little-known series:
   1. _with fate conspire_
   2. _morning of creation_
   3. _soldier of another fortune_
   4. (?? - yet to be published)
 
These appeared in softcover.  I'd like to know two things: 1) has anyone
else out there read any of these books?, and 2) what do you think of them?
I'd also like to know if anyone has seen the 4th book (whose name I can't
recall) anywhere?

------------------------------

Date: 5 Nov 90 08:44:38 GMT
From: ccmsean@wilma (TimeWalker)
Subject: Re: Mike Shupp's time-travel series

mary_jannausch@UB.CC.UMICH.EDU writes:
>Mike Shupp has written a relatively little-known series:
>   1. _with fate conspire_
>   2. _morning of creation_
>   3. _soldier of another fortune_
>   4. (?? - yet to be published)
>
>These appeared in softcover.  I'd like to know two things: 1) has anyone
>else out there read any of these books?, and 2) what do you think of them?
>I'd also like to know if anyone has seen the 4th book (whose name I can't
>recall) anywhere?

Yes! I can't believe it. Someone else out there has read this story(ies).
It's been over 3 years since I touched them so I can't give a great recap
of them.  With #1 (_with fate conspire_) I thought that the beginning
really lagged on, especially with the description of the time travel.  As
the stories continue, the pace picks up.

I would give an overall recommendation to this series; it brought back a
sense of _1984_ in it when dealing with the paranormals in the world.

Sean Matheis
Computing Services
UC Davis
ccmsean@yogi.ucdavis.edu
ucdavis!yogi!ccmsean
samatheis@ucdavis.edu

------------------------------

Date: 5 Nov 90 20:35:13 GMT
From: mbishop@prg.ox.ac.uk (Matthew Bishop)
Subject: Obscure Disch & Sladek

Does anybody out there know anything about two *very* obscure books written
by Tom Disch and/or John Sladek around 1966-1968?  They were under the
pseudonym "Cassandra Knye", and were called "The Castle And The Key" and
"The House That Fear Built".

Even the Bodleian library has no record of them, and they aren't in Books
In Print for the late 60s (for America or Britain). In fact, if I hadn't
seen one of them some years ago, I wouldn't have any reason to believe they
exist at all.

Any publication details (US or UK) would be appreciated.  In particular,
were they ever published in Britain, and if so, where can I find a copy?

Reply by email, please; I'll summarise to the net if I get any replies.

Thanks.

Matt Bishop
JANet: mbishop@uk.ac.oxford.prg

------------------------------

Date: 6 Nov 90 02:38:06 GMT
From: ken@valkyrie.ecn.uoknor.edu (Ken Burnside)
Subject: Re: Cthulhu Mythos

Could someone send me a complete bibliography of the Cthulhu Mythos?
Authors that I know who worked on it include H.P. Lovecraft, Robert E.
Howard, and L. Ron Hubbard (questionable on the last one)

In a like vein, how about the psychic investigator stories of Manly Wade
Wellman?

Ken Burnside

------------------------------

Date: 6 Nov 90 08:34:41 GMT
From: drw@laurent.mit.edu (Dale R. Worley)
Subject: iku-muku

I'm trying to find out what book has the following plot device:

The galaxy is partially conquered by a race of slime monsters.  They use
telepaths for long-distance communication; one in a million of the
creatures is a telepath.  One in a million telepaths is a "Mind Master" and
can control others, etc.  The remainder are "idiot telepaths", also called
"iku-mukus" or something like that.

The story begins when a long-distance human colonizing ship crashes on a
planet (under a green sun).  Only a single boy survives.  The slime
monsters find him, and in order to find out more about humans, leave the
planet untouched, except for a single Mind Master in residence to observe
and guide the boy (who turns out to be a telepath).

Dale
drw@math.mit.edu

------------------------------

Date: 6 Nov 90 11:39:13 GMT
From: netcom!aahz@claris.com (Dan Bernstein)
Subject: *BOOK REQUEST*

Hi,
   I'm looking for a book that I can't remember the author or title to:

   The story is about an AI that controls a space station.  The people in
charge of the AI experiment decide to give the AI a workout by attacking
the space station.  The AI wins the war-game, then (gets blown up?) because
it's too dangerous.

   Many thanks for the info.  A no-prize for the first correct
response is yours.

[Moderator's Note:  Please send all replies to the poster who will post a
summary in a few days.]

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

		     Books - Vampire Fiction (15 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 1 Nov 90 06:13:02 GMT
From: brianm@typhoon.berkeley.edu (Brian Markenson)
Subject: Re: Vampire fiction

TOP@SEED.AMS.COM (Twila Oxley Price) writes:
>In the spirit of the day, I'm trolling for recommendations for vampire
>fiction, poetry, etc.  Especially stuff either sympathetic to or from the
>p.o.v. of the vampire.

  I'd say that the one of the best recommendations that you will receive
will be Anne Rice's Vampire Trilogy, consisting of Interview with the
Vampire, The Vampire Lestat, and Queen of the Damned.  These books seem to
fit your criteria PERFECTLY.  They are told from the point of view of the
vampire, and they certainly portray them as sympathetic characters.  Take a
look at them.

Brian Markenson

------------------------------

Date: 1 Nov 90 21:25:00 GMT
From: DECNET@crnlgsm.bitnet
Subject: RE:  Vampire fiction

You could try the series by Elaine Bergstrom, which latest, the second I
believe, is called _Blood Alone_ and which is slightly reminiscent of Anne
Rice's series (and by the way, I think that you would be better off
starting that series with _Interview with the Vampire_, which, IMHO, is the
best of the lot: I felt that the series has been going downhill ever
since).

You can also try the Jacqueline Lichtenberg and Jean Lorrah series which
does not involve traditional vampires, but psychic ones: _House of Zeor_ is
as good a starting point as any, since the series was not published in
chronological order.  However, do not bother with Jacqueline Lichtenberg's
latest series (_Those of my blood_ etc.), it is probably not worth your
time.

* Possible Spoiler*

Finally, in a strange sense, the latest C.S. Friedman (_The Madness
Season_) fits into the category, at least, that was my impression.

Hope this helps.

AMB

------------------------------

Date: 1 Nov 90 13:42:25 GMT
From: uc112_424960@emunix.emich.edu (Void where prohibited by law.)
Subject: Re: Vampire fiction

One excellent book I've read is Vampire Tapestry by Susy McKee Charnas
(gee, I hope I got the last name right.  Maybe it's Cherkas instead?)
Anyway, very beautifully written book.  Some of it is from the POV of the
vampire and some is from people who meet him.

Another pretty good book which I've found recently is Bunnicula by Deborah
and James Howe.  This *is* a children's book but it's also delightfully
weird.  Bunnicula is a vampire bunny who sucks the life juices from
vegetables.  Loads of fun.  Some interesting characters.  A little *too*
simple in places (but then, we're talking only about sixth grade material
here.)  If you're not ashamed to be seen reading children's books, this one
is worth reading though.

Stewart Tame
3123 Scenic Lake Dr. Bldg. 11 Apt. 7
Ann Arbor, MI  48108                
uc112_424960@emunix.emich.edu

------------------------------

Date: 1 Nov 90 16:41:25 GMT
From: mok@pawl.rpi.edu (... Mok)
Subject: Re: Vampire fiction

uc112_424960@EMUNIX.EMICH.EDU writes:
>One excellent book I've read is Vampire Tapestry by Susy McKee Charnas
>(gee, I hope I got the last name right.  Maybe it's Cherkas instead?)
>Anyway, very beautifully written book.  Some of it is from the POV of the
>vampire and some is from people who meet him.

Ummm, I read this and hesitate to cal it a vampire book. Suffice to say
that it is about a humanoid predator. Absolutely nothing that makes
vampires interesting exists betwen the covers. And the author is Charnas.
(Or something VERY similar) He simply happens to feed on human prey with
absolutely no reason why he can't just stop down at the corner store and
buy a side of beef. (Maybe it's easier on his food bills). No bloodlust. No
moral dilemma about eating people (after all, he's not one) and no mystery.
It isn't badly written, but it isn't a vampire book.

mok@pawl.rpi.edu

------------------------------

Date: 1 Nov 90 15:59:28 GMT
From: pete@minster.york.ac.uk
Subject: Re: Vampire fiction

May I make a suggestion:

   "Fevre Dream" by George R.R. Martin

   This is a sort of unholy cross between Bram Stoker and Mark Twain, a
gripping and sinister novel of vampirism set in the world of Mississippi
steamboats. It's elegantly written, it's grotesque, exciting, eerie, and it
has extremely powerful characters, living and undead. Above all, it has
ATMOSPHERE!

   Martin's storytelling is excellent, as is his feel for period detail and
the sheer _otherness_ of his vampires. This is a resonant, powerful novel,
much better than typical horror fiction, and is _well_ worth reading. It's
certainly one of the most impressive horror novels I've read.

   I think it was originally published in about '82; a British (Victor
Gollancz) paperback edition came out in Summer '89. I don't know about
availability in the USA though.

Pete Fenelon
pete%minster.york.ac.uk@nsfnet-relay.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 1 Nov 90 17:36:27 GMT
From: jim@visix.com (Jim Edwards-Hewitt)
Subject: Re: Vampire fiction

Another one is _The_Hunger_, by Whitley Streiber.  It's very good, other
than the fact that Streiber can't write endings to his novels.  It proposes
an interesting "scientific" explanation of the nature of vampires, but
manages to do so without taking the romanticism and mystery out of them.

Jim Edwards-Hewitt
Visix Software Inc.                                
jim@visix.com
...!uunet!visix!jim

------------------------------

Date: 2 Nov 90 01:05:11 GMT
From: plague@milton.u.washington.edu (Jack Brown)
Subject: Re: Vampire fiction

Since this topic seems to be getting a lot of interest, I will post my
suggestion:

The Vampire Files by P.N. Elrod

Trilogy
1)	Bloodlist
2)	Bloodhunt (?)
3)	Bloodcircle

Told from the perspective of a '30s reporter who has become a vampire.  He
is searching for Maureen who is the vampire who made him one and whom he
loves.

Very good books.  The fourth should be out in February.

Jack Brown
plague@milton.u.washington.edu

------------------------------

Date: 2 Nov 90 03:09:46 GMT
From: dana@chaos.cs.brandeis.edu (Dana Goldblatt)
Subject: Re: Vampire fiction

I read a wonderful vampire book which I think was called _I, Vampire_.  It
was called _I, <something_ for sure.  It was by someone named Jody, I
think.  Jody Lee?  Jody Lynn?  I have forgotten.  It starred an immortal
vampire, female, who had a thing for Virginia Woolf.  An alien shapechanger
falls in love with her and changes into a virtual copy of Woolf.  Maybe it
was written by the Jody Lynn Nye who co-wrote something with Anne
McCaffrey?  She had a very straightforward, voice of the vampire, somehow
funky style.  I borrowed it in paperback from the Young Adults section of
the Coolidge Corner library.

If you can find it, it's definitely recommended.

Dana Goldblatt
dana@chaos.cs.brandeis.edu

------------------------------

Date: 2 Nov 90 18:39:01 GMT
From: SPAMFB@harvarda.bitnet (Bryan Cholfin)
Subject: Vampire fiction

Twila Price wanted information regarding Vampire books: Well, I don't read
vampire books, so I can't say much personally, but a good place to look for
a fairly thorough list is in the last two or three issues of the New York
Review of Science Fiction. Greg Cox has had a series of review listings of
vampire books, and it covers a lot of ground. He's almost certain to have
found things you haven't read yet (Greg is really obsessive about
vampires). The NYRSF can be ordered (or you might find it at a good
specialty shop, but not likely) from NYRSF, Box 78, Pleasantville NY 10570.

A non-fiction book you might find interesting (recommended by one of my
roommates, again, I haven't read it myself) is VAMPIRES, BURIAL AND DEATH
by Paul Barber, (Yale). Lots of good Mythological and historical material.

------------------------------

Date: 2 Nov 90 17:58:05 GMT
From: cadesjardins@trillium.uwaterloo.ca (Fluffy the Wonder Bunny)
Subject: Re: Vampire fiction

I'm not sure if they were mentioned yet, or not, but try the Vampire Files
series by P.N. Elrod (I was surprised to find out that Elrod is a woman -
not too many woman vampire novelists...  uh, I mean women novelists who
write about vampires, not, heh heh, women vampires who write books
(although there's probably not too many of them either ;-)

"Blood List" is the first of (so far) 4 books in the series. They are set
in the Depression/gangster era of Chicago. The main character, Jack, is,
you guessed it, a vampire. In "Blood List", Jack wakes up one day to find
that he is now numbered among the undead, and discovers that vampirism
comes with certain powers and needs. Jack used to be an investigative
reporter, so what does he do? He tries to solve his own murder.

I found that these books were well written, and not done in the
"traditional" vampire-hunter novels of the pulp era. Elrod does a good job
treating the subject of vampirism from the best source - the point of view
of a vampire who wishes he was human.
 
Although "Blood List" was good, I find that it only set the tone and
background necessary for the next 2 books (which are better than the first
IMHO). The fourth book, "Blood Circle" is still forthcoming, but I'm
expecting the story not to be as good as the first three (mainly because
Jack has done everything to be done in the first 3)

If you want to try your hand at sympathizing with a vampire, "Blood List"
is a must buy.

cadesjardins@trillium.uwaterloo.ca

------------------------------

Date: 3 Nov 90 00:44:53 GMT
From: fuzzy@athena.mit.edu (Pinkdex - TNG)
Subject: Re: Vampire fiction

You've gotten some good suggestions, but here's some less known but
interesting books you might look for:

   _Sunglasses After Dark_ by Nancy Collins

   A paperback that may have received some spotty distribution, being that
there's no words on the cover!  (on the spine, yes, on the back, yes, but
no title on the front: very striking artwork but no nasty letters to mar
the design.)

   I won't go into the plot: this is one of the books where you should
discover it for yourself, though it isn't really that hard to figure out.
It's the *writing* that's the point of the book.  I can not remember
another book that's as hideously violent while being so beautifully
written.  The heroine is a not-unsympathetic vampire, but the author
doesn't pull any punches with her peculiar affliction.  A truly note-worth
achievement: this is a first novel.  I'll be on the lookout for more from
her.

    _Fevre Dream_ by George R.R. Martin
        
   Vampires and riverboats?  Why, somehow it all makes perfect sense when
the subject is in the hands of an author like Mr. Martin.  His vampires are
of the "other-race" variety rather than the "communicable" kind.  Back in
the Old South, they've come to to a severe disagreement about how they're
going to go on relating to humans, and it's going to be as bloody a Civil
War as you can imagine.  Or maybe more than you can, Mr. Martin is quite
the writer.

     _The Vampire Chronicles_ by P. N. Elrod

   There are several books in this series so far: _Blood List_ and two
others, both with "Blood" prominently in the titles.  It was supposed to be
a trilogy, but last week in Locus I noticed an announcement that the 5th
book had just been bought by the publisher.

   A minor series from a new writer.  Set firmly in the 30's pulp era,
Elrod's newspaper reporter and private investigator heroes face the task of
finding out just *how* one of them died and bringing to justice those
responsible.  Characterization is not too shabby, the mysteries are
passable, the writing is pleasant, though it didn't please me.  Elrod
avoids the mistake of putting modern slang in her dialog, but she goes too
far: the characters should be speaking authentic 30's dialog and they are
most emphatically not.  Also, the books are from the first person pov of
the newspaper reporter, which to my way of thinking would involve a certain
stylistic convention to the narration.  If you can overlook this flaw, I
recommend the books: the period details are otherwise excellent.

   The third book in the series is the best one yet, but I'd advise reading
them in order to follow the story correctly.

	_Blood Hunt_ and _Blood Links_ by Lee Killough

   One of the vampire books I've enjoyed the most in the past few years is
Blood Hunt.  It's somewhat atypical for the vampire genre, being firmly in
the sub-genre of "vampire detective tracks down his murderer".  Actually,
it's far more of a police procedural than a straight detective story: Ms.
Killough is a policewoman in real life and the nuts and bolts of small town
police work ring true.

   The next time you're stopped at night by a Kansas cop wearing mirror
shades, I'd advise being *very* *very* polite.

   Hope these suggestions lead to some good reading!

Connie Hirsch
fuzzy@athena.mit.edu
chirsch@lotus.com

------------------------------

Date: 31 Oct 90 22:04:29 GMT
From: mok@pawl.rpi.edu (... Mok)
Subject: Re: Vampire fiction

Naturally you'll want the Saberhagen vampire books: THE DRACULA TAPES, THE
HOLMES-DRACULA FILE, AN OLD FRIEND OF THE FAMILY, THORNE and DOMINION. They
are from the point of view of the Count himself. DRACULA TAPES is his
recounting of the events of Stoker's book and how he was wronged by Harker
and co. He may be telling the truth, or he may be bending it.

Anne Rice's works are also de rigeuor: INTERVIEW WITH THE VAMPIRE, THE
VAMPIRE LESTAT and QUEEN OF THE DAMNED. Truely excellent, but a trifle...
unusual. If you choose to ead them start with the middle book (LESTAT), I
did, so I can assure you that it is a good starting point.

mok@pawl.rpi.edu

------------------------------

Date: 5 Nov 90 09:58:01 GMT
From: spt1@ukc.ac.uk (Stephen Thomas)
Subject: Re: Vampire fiction

Another book you may find interesting is "The Dragon Waiting", by John M.
Ford.  Although it is not about Vampirism per se, Vampires do feature
heavily in the story, and they are definitely seen from an alternative, not
to say sympathetic, viewpoint.

Stephen Thomas
Computing Lab
University of Kent
CT2 7NZ, UK
spt1@ukc.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 5 Nov 90 17:01:03 GMT
From: wald@cbnewsm.att.com (robert.k.waldstein)
Subject: Re: Vampire fiction

  I am 2/3 of the way through NIghtShade by Jack Butler - which was
discussed here about a year ago. Am enjoying it greatly. THe vampire
presentation is real nice (vampires as an extreme "human" system reaction
to horrifying death!!); and the future Mars where it takes place is really
quite realistic.

Am finding it fascinating, esp since it comes out of "literature" side of
SF.  And some short reviews/opinions (help you decide on reading the
above):
    - found Vampire LeStat dragged for me
    - Bunnicula is wonderful; my 8 and 4 year olds loved it as well.

Bob Waldstein
att!mhuxd!wald

------------------------------

Date: 5 Nov 90 16:14:07 GMT
From: mok@pawl.rpi.edu (... Mok)
Subject: Re:  Vampire fiction

DECNET@crnlgsm.BITNET writes:
>You could try the series by Elaine Bergstrom, which latest, the second I
>believe, is called _Blood Alone_ and which is slightly reminiscent of Anne
>Rice's series (and by the way, I think that you would be better off
>starting that series with _Interview with the Vampire_, which, IMHO, is
>the best of the lot: I felt that the series has been going downhill ever
>since).

Ahem. While Q OF THE D may not have been up to par, it was because she was
trying to do something somewhat different. It did that eminently well.
INTERVIEW WITH THE VAMPIRE was merely the most conventional. It did
however, drag a bit at times. And the writing was clunky. I excuse her for
it since this WAS her first book. THE VAMPIRE LESTAT was far and away the
best written out of all of them. And very smoothly written. Engaging and
riveting.  THE VAMPIRE LESTAT would be the best place to start.

>You can also try the Jacqueline Lichtenberg and Jean Lorrah series which
>does not involve traditional vampires, but psychic ones: _House of Zeor_
>is as good a starting point as any, since the series was not published in
>chronological order.  However, do not bother with Jacqueline Lichtenberg's
>latest series (_Those of my blood_ etc.), it is probably not worth your
>time.

I was wondering if anyone would mention the Sime-Gen books. Yes they are
good, but here I must disagree with your recommendation of a starting place
yet again. (I seem to be making a habbit of this. Sorry.) HOUSE OF ZEOR is
simply the worst written out of the whole lot. No contest it is however the
most recent (which makes it more available). I wish I could remember the
titles to recommend a better starting point, but anyway there are two
trilogies in it (you can start with either), just get the first book in
either to start. Read the covers if you can find them, to figure out which
is the first. Does anyone reading this remember titles and order? Ah! I
just remembered a good starting point. try to find MAHOGANY ROSE, I think
that is the title, it will stand alone. It is also one of the best of them.

As for THOSE OF MY BLOOD, I am ambivalent about the book, but I would have
to agree, it is probably not worth looking up unless you really didn't have
anything better to do.

>* Possible Spoiler*
>Finally, in a strange sense, the latest C.S. Friedman (_The Madness
>Season_) fits into the category, at least, that was my impression.

Never heard of it. Is it to be recommended?

mok@pawl.rpi.edu

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Today's Topics:

	  Books - Brust & Foster (4 msgs) & Friedman & Gerrold &
                  Holdstock & McCollum & Panshin & 
                  Pratchett (3 msgs) & Rice & Saberhagen & 
                  Springer & Lord D'Arcy Books (3 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 6 Nov 90 17:50:00 GMT
From: SAUNDRSG@qucdn.queensu.ca (Graydon)
Subject: yet more Vald Taltos comments; spoilers!

I think, in the case of Zerika's lover, it can be assumed that 'Lazlo' is a
fairly common Easterner name.

'Taltos' means 'witch', so the 'Taltos horse' means 'magical creature
horse'.  Vlad's surname presumably comes from his Grandfather's (remember
that Noish-pa is an immigrant to the empire; he remembers blue skies)
profession.

Verra didn't actually *die* in Brokedown Palace; she has been banished from
Fenario and couldn't manifest again there without something drastic
happening, but killing goddesses isn't that easy.  (The ritual *does* seem
to bind her, though, hence the speculation that she's a goddess to the
Dragerans and a Demon to Easterners.)

------------------------------

Date: 6 Nov 90 19:58:00 GMT
From: J_DELANO@unhh.bitnet
Subject: Hummanx Commonwealth

    What's the best order to read A.D. Foster's Hummanx Commonwealth
novels?  I imagine that _Nor Crystal Tears_ would come first, and I've read
that.  What about the others?"

------------------------------

Date: 7 Nov 90 02:18:26 GMT
From: russell@spdcc.com (Tim Russell)
Subject: Re: Hummanx Commonwealth

J_DELANO@unhh.BITNET writes:
>    What's the best order to read A.D. Foster's Hummanx Commonwealth
> novels?  I imagine that _Nor Crystal Tears_ would come first, and I've
> read that.  What about the others?"

    Well, since you started with _Nor_, that's okay. Personally, I'm glad
I didn't.  

   Anyway, I'd say best to start with is the Flinx series, which starts
with _The Tar-Aiym Krang_.  Since that was Foster's first Commonwealth
book, it sets the universe up nicely.  The order to read Flinx books:

   The Tar-Aiym Krang
   Orphan Star
   The End Of The Matter
   Bloodhype
   For Love Of Mother-Not
   Flinx In Flux

Note that the last two aren't really part of a /series/ per se, but that's
the order they were published in.

    After that, another series, which has Skua September from _The End Of
The Matter_ in the Flinx series, is the Tran-ky-ky series, starting with
_Icerigger_, then going to _Mission to Moulikin_ and _The Deluge Drivers_.

    Following that are the miscellaneous books, _Cachalot_, _Midworld_,
_Sentenced To Prism_, _Voyage To The City Of The Dead_, and two story
anthologies, _With Friends Like These..._ and _...Who Needs Enemies_.

    Hope this helps.  It's a really good universe, and Foster did a great
job of writing all of these books, IMHO.  You might also want to go to a
local hobby store and see if they have "GURPS Humanx" by Steve Jackson
Games.  It's a gamebook for the GURPS roleplaying system that has a lot of
info on the Commonwealth.

Tim Russell
Omaha NE
russell@spdcc.com

------------------------------

Date: 7 Nov 90 22:37:44 GMT
From: michi@ptcburp.ptcbu.oz.au (Michael Henning)
Subject: Re: Hummanx Commonwealth

russell@spdcc.COM (Tim Russell) writes:
>    Following that are the miscellaneous books, _Cachalot_, _Midworld_,
>_Sentenced To Prism_, _Voyage To The City Of The Dead_, and two story
>anthologies, _With Friends Like These..._ and _...Who Needs Enemies_.

Is someone out there with a Bibliography of A.D. Foster ?  I know he has
written an awful lot of stuff (not all of it good).  At least a complete
list of the Humanx Commonwealth books would be nice. Any other outstanding
books by Foster people can recommend ?

Michael Henning
Pyramid Technology
Research Park, Bond University
Gold Coast, Q 4229, AUSTRALIA	
michi@ptcburp.ptcbu.oz.au
uunet!munnari!ptcburp.oz!michi

[Moderator's Note:  There is a bibliography of Foster in the SF-Lovers
archives on elbereth.rutgers.edu available for anonymous ftp.  The file
name is "pub/sfl/authorlists/Foster.Alan.Dean".]

------------------------------

Date: 7 Nov 90 21:06:23 GMT
From: hsv3!mvp@vicom.com (Mike Van Pelt)
Subject: Re: Hummanx Commonwealth

russell@spdcc.COM (Tim Russell) writes:
>[Alan Dean Foster's Humanx Commonwealth is] a really good universe, and
>Foster did a great job of writing all of these books, IMHO.

I really like the idea of the Humanx Commonwealth, that there's an alien
species whose strengths and weaknesses complement ours in such a way as to
make a partnership extremely valuable to both.  But Foster just says that
that is the case; he never really *SHOWS* the synergism between Thranx and
Human in operation.  Not to my satisfaction in the books I've read, anyway.

Mike Van Pelt       
...ames!vsi1!v7fs1!mvp            

------------------------------

Date: 6 Nov 90 18:43:46 GMT
From: mary_jannausch@ub.cc.umich.edu
Subject: C.S. Friedman's latest

mok@pawl.rpi.edu asked if Friedman's _The Madness Season_ was to be
recommended.  I'm reading that book right now, and am about halfway through
it.  There's a lot going on in the world Friedman creates, and she reveals
it gradually.  Not *too* gradually, fortunately.  I've anticipated some of
the plot twists, but so far I can't predict the ending.  Meanwhile, I find
it an enjoyable read. The Tyr are (is?) a believable shared- consciousness
entity; in a way, they remind me of the various kinds of ants.
 
As with her first book, Friedman has intertwined the conflict between races
of beings with the inner conflict of the main character.  And, this main
character doesn't know exactly what *he* is, just as Anzha didn't know.

------------------------------

Date: 6 Nov 90 17:26:46 GMT
From: haste+@andrew.cmu.edu (Dani Zweig)
Subject: Voyage of the Star Wolf, by David Gerrold

"Voyage of the Star Wolf", by David Gerrold.  11/90, 276 pages.
ISBN 0-553-26466-4.  **.5 out of five.

I would have titled this book "A Setup for Sequels"; I guess Gerrold is
saving that title for his next Chtorr book.

Maybe I'm being unfair: Nowhere does the book *say* "to be continued", nor
is it incomplete in itself.  But it just reeks of prologue.

The first part of the book is the prologue to the prologue: The LS-1187
goes out on a mission and comes back with its tail between its fins.  It
then acquires a new captain and some new officers who proceed to turn the
ship around.  The second part of the book deals with their *next* mission.

That mission makes an interesting story, but it's short and unsatisfying.
What we're really left with is a crew (the brilliant captain, the brilliant
but bitter exec, the nine-foot-tall security officer, etc.) ready for its
next challenge/sequel.  The alternative interpretation is that this book is
well written as far as style is concerned, but suffers from rotten
structuring and pacing, which *still* gets it a rating of two and a half
stars on the five star scale.

Dani Zweig
haste+@andrew.cmu.edu 

------------------------------

Date: 7 Nov 90 02:29:00 GMT
From: ANDERSOE@grin1.bitnet ("Brownbeard, the Marauder ", Anderson,Eric H)
Subject: Holdstock books

I have read two Michael Holdstock Books, _Mythago Wood_,
 and _Lavondys_ (hmm doesn't look like I spelled that right). I enjoyed
them, but it seem like a lot of the mythology and perhaps meaning of both
books was beyond my grasp.  Has anyone else read them? What are your
reactions and thoughts?

------------------------------

Date: 8 Nov 90 10:26:08 GMT
From: pjlthoma@praxis.cs.ruu.nl (Pieter Thomassen)
Subject: Michael McCollum - other books then "Antares Dawn/Passage"

I read and enjoyed two books of Michael McCollum : Antares Dawn and Antares
Passage.

On the inside of the cover was a list with other books written by him:
  A Greater Infinity
  Life Probe
  Procyon's Promise .
Does anyone know what they are about and if they are worth buying ?

------------------------------

Date: 6 Nov 90 14:19:11 GMT
From: meltsner@crd.ge.com (Kenneth J Meltsner)
Subject: Re: Alexei Panshin & Anthony Villiers

The fourth Anthony Villiers book was never published. They are quite a bit
of fun, and well worth searching for at your friendly used bookstore.

The Panshins (Alexei and Cory) have a new critical book out called _The
World Beyond the Hill_ from Jeremy Tarcher Press in trade paperback (656
text pages, with an extensive bibliography and notes).  It's an excellent
critical survey of science fiction up through the 1940's.  Everyone
interested in the history and philosophy of SF should have a copy even if
you don't agree with their arguments.

I hope they sell enough copies so they can write a similar book for SF up
to the present.

Ken Meltsner
GE Research and Development Center  
P.O. Box 8, Room K1/MB207	    
Schenectady, NY 12301               
(518) 387-6391
meltsner@crd.ge.com

------------------------------

Date: 6 Nov 90 15:40:22 GMT
From: paj@gec-mrc.co.uk (paj)
Subject: Re: Discworld Series???

> Diggers
> Truckers
> Wings - A series for kids.  Supposed to be good.

The above comments (by pete@minster.york.ac.uk) are accurate but
incomplete. The series is very good and although it is pitched at children
I think many adults will like it as well.

The books feature a race of gnomes living in modern day England (somewhere
in the industrial north).  They discover that the Store in which they live
and which seems to them to be the whole world is about to be demolished.
Hence they must venture into the Outside.  Rather than walk, they steal one
of the delivery lorries belonging to the store.

Reading the Gnome Trilogy, I keep being reminded of `Gulliver's Travels',
and not just because of the race of little people.  Swift wrote GT as a
piece of social and political satire.  Pratchett seems to have had similar
aims in mind with the Gnomes.  The first book deals with religious belief
and social stability.  The second deals with the relationship between
church and state, and the dangers of religious fundamentalism.  The third I
have not yet finished (I refuse to buy in hardback, so every week I go into
the bookshop and read another chapter), but it seems to be basically a
quest story without the philosophy.  On the other hand I may have just
missed the point.

Does Pratchett use other peoples jokes?  I don't think he does it
deliberately.  Jokes like Woody Allen's immortality through not dying just
sink into ones mind and then surface at a later date, usually with the
attribution washed off.  Is any humourist completely original?

BTW, there is a new discworld book out called "Holy Wood" (I think).  The
imps have to paint REALLY fast in this one.

------------------------------

Date: 6 Nov 90 16:58:01 GMT
From: sjm1@eng.cam.ac.uk (Stephen Mounsey)
Subject: Re: Discworld Series/jokes plagiarised?

davidg@aipna.ed.ac.uk (David Green ) writes:
> I must admit I've only read the first one (The Colour of Magic, I think)
> and wasn't too impressed with it. Comparisons with Douglas Adams seem
> obvious...

Nor was I. I've read a couple of Pratchett novels and wouldn't bother with
any more. I find the humour forced, derivative and mass-produced. I went to
hear him speak once and he was probably more entertaining live than in
print (though I don't remember much about it). Given that he is under
contract to produce Discworld novels at some absurd rate I don't think the
lack of quality is too surprising.

Stephen

------------------------------

Date: 7 Nov 90 02:29:00 GMT
From: ANDERSOE@grin1.bitnet ("Brownbeard, the Marauder ", Anderson,Eric H)
Subject: Prattchett books

Of the Diskworld books I have yet to see _Pyramids_ or _Gaurds, Gaurds!_
available in the US. An I had never heard of _Eric_ before this. Am I just
missing them, or are they only available in England so far?

Slightly related: does anyone see a connection between the luggage in the
Diskworld and the luggage in Joe Versus the Volcano?

------------------------------

Date: 5 Nov 90 16:27:29 GMT
From: mok@pawl.rpi.edu (... Mok)
Subject: Works of Anne Rice

sfeldon@milton.u.washington.edu (Steve Feldon) writes:
>mary_jannausch@UB.CC.UMICH.EDU writes:
>>Anne Rice may also have a sequel to that book.
>
>She does indeed.  _Interview with The Vampire_ has two sequels currently,
>the first being _The Vampire Lestat_, which I will not spoil, but I
>consider to be a much better book than the first, and _Queen of the
>Damned_, in which things get truly apocalyptic.  There are supposed to be
>three more coming, but I have no more information than her theoretical
>intention to write them someday.  Anyone else know?

I'm glad that SOMEONE agrees with me about the relative value of her books.
AS for forthoming books. She intends to (eventually) write THE BODY THIEF,
but no, I do not know anything more about it besides the title and that it
involves vampires. (Close mouthed isn't she?)

Incidently, RAMSES THE DAMNED is in the same continuity as the vampire
books, so if you want to see what was happening in a completely unconnected
stoyline in another part of the world, look it up. It is good, but not
great. Incidently the title character is mentioned in THE VAMPIRE LESTAT by
Marius if you read VERY carefully.\

Enjoy.

mok@pawl.rpi.edu

------------------------------

Date: 6 Nov 90 00:38:49 GMT
From: reed!kyre@cse.ogi.edu (Aerick of Ghorka)
Subject: Re: Saberhagen: Empire of East and Swords

jefft@athena.mit.edu (Jeff Tang) writes:
>Is there something in between Empire of the East and all the Swords books?
>I'm very curious as to the origins of the emperor and what he is.  There
>doesn't seem to be any mention of him in the Empier of the East.

I don't think there are any books in between, but as far as the emperor is
concerned, you need look no farther than Emperor John Ominor for that. All
references to the Emperor in the Sword books stem from him. In fact, I'm
laying my bets that the Emperor is in fact John Ominor himself. I've
noticed that the Emperor of the Sword books has been described as a very
plain man, and I destinctly remember, in the Empire of the East, a quote
describing John Ominor in the same way (I looked it up and found that that
is in fact correct).

With that in mind, I've also noticed that the Emperor of the Sword books is
never is around when Wood is around. I think if Wood were to see the
Emperor, he would recognize his old Master for who he is.

Erik Gorka
2025 SE Caruthers Apt 23
Portland, OR  97214
503-234-7227
kyre@reed.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 5 Nov 90 09:49:53 GMT
From: RA04@Lehigh
Subject: RE: Celtic Science Fiction/Fantasy

Here are Nancy Springer's Celtic fantasies:
   The White Hart    1979
   Thr Black Beast   1982
   The Silver Sun    1977, 1980
   The Sable Moon    1981
   The Golden Swan   1983

There's also The Book of Suns, but I've never found it.  It's listed as
"has also written" in the 1982 (first) printing of The Black Beast.
Anybody know about it?c

I also had some trouble with reading these because, I felt, they were
reworkings of Celtic myths, i.e., old characters and actions with new
names.  But, I had less trouble once I didn't try to read two of them
consecutively.  I think Springer used these books to develop her sense of
fantasy conventions (but also to tell her own versions of the myths, with
her own excellent details re: animals).  in any case, her more recent
fantasy is all the better for these.

------------------------------

Date: 26 Oct 90 22:05:38 GMT
From: ward@tsnews.convergent.com (Ward Griffiths)
Subject: Lord D'Arcy Continued

I recall a couple of months ago a note crossing this newsgroup mentioning
that another author was writing additional Lord D'Arcy stories since
Randall Garrett's unfortunate demise.  Can someone please e-mail me the
author and a list of publications?

Ward Griffiths

------------------------------

Date: 28 Oct 90 12:13:04 GMT
From: christer@cs.umu.se (Christer Ericson)
Subject: Re: Lord D'Arcy Continued

ward@tsnews.Convergent.COM (Ward Griffiths) writes:

>I recall a couple of months ago a note crossing this newsgroup mentioning
>that another author was writing additional Lord D'Arcy stories since
>Randall Garrett's unfortunate demise.  Can someone please e-mail me the
>author and a list of publications?

Michael Kurland has written (at least) two books in the Lord D'Arcy series;
'Too Many Magicians' and 'A Study in Sorcery' (Both published by ACE). I
haven't read Garrett's books since they were out of stock, so I bought
Kurland's books instead.  And I'd say that they aren't at all as good as
Garrett's books because otherwise I can't understand why everyone is raving
about the Lord D'Arcy books.

Christer Ericson
Department of Computer Science
University of Umea
S-90187 UMEA, Sweden
christer@cs.umu.se

------------------------------

Date: 1 Nov 90 16:33:09 GMT
From: balden@van-bc.wimsey.bc.ca (Bruce Balden)
Subject: Re: Lord D'Arcy Continued

>'Too Many Magicians' and 'A Study in Sorcery' (Both published by ACE). I

I recall that Too Many Magicians is a Nero Wolfe pastiche and, as far as I
can remember, was written by Garrett himself.  As an inveterate
Stout/Goldsboro fan, I, at least appreciate this particular book.

Bruce Balden
Thaumaturge
balden@wimsey.bc.ca

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

		     Television - Star Trek (15 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 18 Oct 90 16:46:08 GMT
From: vehaag@crocus.uwaterloo.ca (Viktor Haag)
Subject: Re: STNG - episodes banned

whitehec@project4.computer-science.manchester.ac.uk writes:
>Star Trek NG which started 3 weeks ago is to have a couple of episodes
>banned by the BBC for being too sexually explicit.  Also, one episode
>contains a scene mentioning the IRA beating England in the 21st century -
>this scene will be cut.

Sexually explicit?  Awwwright!  Seriously though, I would be interested in
knowing what the British consider too sexually explicit that the Americans
don't.

------------------------------

Date: 19 Oct 90 16:24:20 GMT
From: pjs@euclid.jpl.nasa.gov (Peter Scott)
Subject: Re: STNG - episodes banned

This may come as little surprise to UK Trek fans.  The Beeb banned 4
episodes of TOS for "dealing with unpleasant topics in an unpleasant
manner" (exact content if not exact words).  As far as I know they still
haven't been shown there.

What?  Oh, sure.  They were: Miri, The Empath, Whom Gods Destroy, and
Plato's Stepchildren.  Didn't see them until I came to the States.

Peter Scott
NASA/JPL/Caltech
pjs@aristotle.jpl.nasa.gov

------------------------------

Date: 21 Oct 90 09:05:09 GMT
From: polari!zair@sumax.seattleu.edu (Peter Sarrett)
Subject: Re: STNG - episodes banned

That's kind of ironic, considering that Roddenberry developed ST:TNG to
avoid network censors.  Stuff like this drives me nuts.  It's a goddamn TV
show - it's FICTION!  Cutting a reference to the IRA beating England is
infuriating.

Peter Sarrett
zair@polari

------------------------------

Date: 22 Oct 90 16:41:36 GMT
From: bob@castle.ed.ac.uk (Bob Gray)
Subject: Re: STNG - episodes banned

vehaag@crocus.uwaterloo.ca (Viktor Haag) writes:
>whitehec@project4.computer-science.manchester.ac.uk writes:
>>of episodes banned by the BBC for being too sexually explicit.
>
>Sexually explicit?  Awwwright!  Serisouly though, I would be interested in

No. Read the posting. Too sexually explicit.

TNG is shown at six in the evening. Peak viewing time for children. Some of
the shows are not considered suitable viewing for children so they won't be
shown.

If the brain damaged schedulers at the BBC could get it into their heads
that SF isn't just children's entertainment They might re-schedule the show
later on in the evening and there wouldn't be any problem. Except for
squeals from a few people who are NEVER satisfied.

Bob

------------------------------

Date: 24 Oct 90 16:27:00 GMT
From: russell@spdcc.com (Tim Russell)
Subject: Re: ST TNG censored in the UK?!?

say@trboun.BITNET writes:
> I read in an issue of SFL Digest that some ST TNG episodes would not be
> shown in the UK since they had too much sex in them; and a scene
> mentioning "the IRA beating England in the 21st century" would be cut.

   Well, assuming there was such a comment in ST:TNG about the IRA, it
would, by law, have to be censored in the UK, because it is pro-IRA
coverage, which is definitely against the law.  Yes, England practices
censorship and prior restraint.

   As for "too much sex"?  I just don't see it, but anything's possible.

Tim Russell
Omaha NE

------------------------------

Date: 19 Oct 90 15:22:00 GMT
From: BKANE@iubacs.bitnet
Subject: ST:TNG - Insignia, Soapy Plots, Lame-Brain Technology, etc.

GGREENBE@wiscssc writes:
>Is it my imagination that Star Trek seems to be taking on the format
>of a soap opera.

Of course it's not your imagination! ST: TOS was an issue-driven allegory
because that was what was cool on TV in the mid to late 1960's (The
Defenders, Eastside/Westside, Mod Squad, you call it). My favorite one was
"The Cloudminders" where Kirk and Spock teach the racist Cloud Dwellers
that the Troglytes were just as smart as they were and could be equal
partners given a little Welfare.

Now in the hip, ultracool 1990's the trend in dramatic series is for
personal introspection (thirtysomething, China Beach, etc.), so ST:TNG has
tried (though I think they've done a lousy job) to make the personal lives
of the crew as important as the SF/adventure part of the show. Sure they
deal with issues like senility and child abuse, but those are personal
issues just like Nancy's cancer on thirtysomething. Outside of the abortion
issue, can you even think of a social issue that has divided our society so
sharply in recent years as civil rights, the women's movement, or the
anti-war movement did in the 1960's? I don't want to say that child abuse
is not an important issue, because it is, but there's no one arguing that
child abuse is a GOOD thing.

So live with the soapy Star Trek for now. If Twin Peaks catches on, the
next version of Star Trek will be full of kinky sex and characters named
after obscure movie references.

Someone commented on how Trek never knows what to do with its technology.
Hey, go back and watch some of the TOS episodes and see how limited by
present technology the original writers and producers were. Today in the
1990's we have voice-activated computers, digital readouts, laserdisc ROM,
laptops, etc. but the 22nd Century on TOS does not. In the 1960's much of
the technology being developed today was still science fiction. TNG has the
computer revolution to thank for making the technology seem a lot more
viable, but ten years from now when our kids are all going to the virtual
reality arcade at the mall, we'll look at the holodeck and laugh. Let's all
try to remember that TV writers are not usually Ph.D.'s (like most of us)
and their imaginations are not so boundless as to know what the future will
really look like.

Brian M. Kane
Department of Telecommunications
Indiana University
BKANE@IUAQUA

------------------------------

Date: 19 Oct 90 17:12:35 GMT
From: CANNING@intellicorp.com (Janet Canning)
Subject: Q

Where est la Q??? I am very curious about Q's actually society, after being
banned from his race for being far too naughty, I am curious as to what
they deem as going to far.  So I'd like to know if there will be more on Q
and such.  He's a nasty imp but adds spice to the show.  I also feel that
Jean Luc could use some spicing up too.  I know they are attempting to
bring out more in his character, but I'd like to see more.  More over, tell
him to stay away from Dr. Crusher, he's too good for her( tee, hee) yes,
this is getting more like a soap opera, isn't it???

------------------------------

Date: 19 Oct 90 18:20:48 GMT
From: mwhite@byson.mitre.org (Mike White)
Subject: Star Trek Holodeck

In an early episode, I remember someone explaining that some, or even most
of the stuff on the holodeck is "real", that is, actual matter materialized
using computer-controlled transporter technology.  So when Riker picked up
the trombone in that episode where he played in a night-club, it was an
actual, physical instrument, not just an image (best line from that
episode: after his set, one of the other musicians in the holodeck image
said to Riker: "Keep your day job".  I'm told that Frakes actually played
the thing).  That also explains how LaForge could kiss his
computer-generated simulation of the female StarFleet engineer he created
when they needed to soup up the Warp engines for something or other.  Makes
you wonder what else one of those "images" could do...

I sort of like the holodeck.  It's exactly the kind of thing the Navy
(sorry, StarFleet) would come up with for training; remember, it's almost
always used for crew training; the recreational uses we see are presumably
very rare, we just never get to see the training sessions.  It seems a
logical extension of present-day simulators and virtual-reality technology.
The question of how one could appear to walk long distances is a good one;
maybe as you reach the far wall, you're transported back to the other side
of the room.

------------------------------

Date: 20 Oct 90 16:45:50 GMT
From: PYC107@uriacc.bitnet (J Metz)
Subject: Re: T:TNG; The Holodeck

   I'm afraid I disagree with those of you who say that the holodeck is a
useless portion of the new show.  I believe that it is an integral part of
portraying character. For example, where does Riker first meet Data?  On
the Holodeck, in a simulated Earth setting.  Where does Picard go when he
wants to get away from the bridge?  He goes to the Holodeck, where we see
that he is a fan of 40's style detective stories (i.e., the episode where
Deanna Troi's mother comes on board, and WANTS Picard).  Where else could
Wesley (whether you like him or not) meet his long dead father?
    The point is this: The holodeck has much more purpose than simply a new
gimmick.  It allows us to probe beneath the uniform to find out about the
man/woman/android/klingon, etc.  I believe it happens to be a wonderful
character device.

------------------------------

Date: 21 Oct 90 20:32:46 GMT
From: WC02NNF@vm.tcs.tulane.edu (Georgen Coyle)
Subject: ST:TNG computer voice

Has anyone else noticed that the voice of the main computer in ST:TNG is
the voice of "Christine" (from OST) - McCoy's nurse, also "#1" (from the
"Menagerie" pilot)?  This is, of course, Roddenberry's wife (at least at
one time).

------------------------------

Date: 21 Oct 90 23:22:23 GMT
From: carpentr@serss0.fiu.edu (Ralph P Carpenter)
Subject: Re: ST:TNG computer voice

WC02NNF@VM.TCS.TULANE.EDU (Georgen Coyle) writes:
>Has anyone else noticed that the voice of the main computer in ST:TNG is
>the voice of "Christine" (from OST) - McCoy's nurse, also "#1" (from the
>"Menagerie" pilot)?  This is, of course, Roddenberry's wife (at least at
>one time).

   Besides doing the voices of both TOS' & TNG's Enterprises' main
computers, Majel Barret-Roddenberry (still happily married, thanks) has a
recurring role on TNG as Luxanna Troi, the mother of Deanna, and runs
Lincoln Enterprises, a merchandiser of Trek geegaws and whatnots.

Ralph P Carpenter
Sr Programmer/Analyst
Florida Atlantic Univ at Boca Raton
InterNet: ralpho@acc.fau.edu
ralpho@fauvax.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 23 Oct 90 18:47:05 GMT
From: C487031@umcvmb.missouri.edu ("Patrick Tebbe")
Subject: STNG:  Once and for all

I feel it necessary to reiterate some facts that have already been made.

1) First season, in the episode with the reintroduction of the Romulans and
the Earthlings who were frozen (sorry I don't remember the episode name).
The discovery is made of several Federation and Romulan outposts which have
been swept away without a trace.

2) In the episode when Q takes the Enterprise for its first encounter with
the Borg.  They discover a planet where the civilization has been swept
away.  Data , I believe, comments that the destruction on the planet is
identical to that of the neutral zone outposts.

The only conclusion I can make is that the Borg knew of both the Federation
and the Romulans BEFORE Q introduced them.  The Borg therfore did not need
a dramatic means of travel to get there in time, they were already there.

In addition, there has been some talk about the holodeck.  Does anyone else
remember one of the animated Star Treks which had a "recreation deck" very
similar to a holodeck?  Which by the way went out of control and almost
froze McCoy.

Patrick Tebbe
c487031@umcvmb.missouri.edu

------------------------------

Date: 23 Oct 90 21:33:00 GMT
From: WWEAVER@cmsa.berkeley.edu
Subject: re: Wesley and the Holodeck

kupper@debussy.cs.unc.edu (Mark Kupper) writes
>As long as we're on the subject, the most ridiculously unbelievable thing
>about the new series is the holodeck. It seems as though Gene just pulled

The original concept of the holodeck bothered me, but I can deal with it
now.  Scrap transporter technology - that is nonsense, because they are
able to create beings animated by the computer.  Instead, recognize it as
just virtual reality (artificial reality for you east coasters).  Now it
all makes sense (especially in light of Wesley's being able to invoke a
script of his dad).  The computer just runs a program that recreates what
is to perceived, and the technology is swift enough to be able to avoid
having to wear goggles or bulky gloves or the like.

Given a really fast computer and a comfortable human-machine interface, a
holodeck makes LOTS of sense.  It allows crew members to take advantage of
arbitrarily large areas of innerspace while only requiring a small finite
space in external space.  Great to avoid boredom, as well as provide
training, new experiences, and so on.  So its not only natural, its quite
predictable.

sellsrl@mentor.cc.purdue.edu (Skip Meister) responds
>Definitely.  The holodeck opens up all kinds of questions about the
>capabilities of ST:TNG technology.  Especially the Sherlock Holmes
>episode: if Moriarty was sentient and able to be stored in the E computer,
>then by simple rules of complexity, the Enterprise computer itself must
>easily have the capability to be sentient (what, did the Federation mount
>Deep Thought as a steering device?).
>
>Am I remembering faultily, or did Moriarty escape from the holodeck in
>that episode?  If so, then the entire E is a huge holodeck, no?

Moriarty would then simply be an AI (well, perhaps simply isn't the right
adjective), and would be able to sense and control the senses of his
perceivers through the sensory controls from the Holodeck.  Perhaps the
sensors are just best in the Holodeck area, or more dense or something.  Or
perhaps there are special life support areas on the holodeck for more
extreme sensory manipulation.

>Obviously one couldn't really train for battle situations, as you would
>either run into walls a lot (if the movement was real), or the simulation
>would only be very approximate (if the movement was faked).

The movement could not be real and maintain Euclidean topologies inside the
holodeck.  If you are going to assert that they can warp space to change
the topology, anything's possible, but I'll invoke Occams razor.  However,
I disbelieve your assertion that the simulation would only be very
approximate.  We can currently do quite excellent simulations of things
like flight of aircraft.  Why not movement of bodies?  There are after all
four hundred years to work on the interface.

------------------------------

Date: 30 Oct 90 21:08:13 GMT
From: rtravsky@OUTLAW.UWYO.EDU (Richard W Travsky)
Subject: ST:TNG Set Sizes

Anyone know how big the sets for ST:TNG are?  Watching the show, my guess
would be measured in acres ;) Seriously, there's a number of sets and
they're not small looking.

------------------------------

Date: 30 Oct 90 21:11:36 GMT
From: kcr@rushforth.Eng.Sun.COM (Kevin Rushforth)
Subject: Star Wreck: The Generation Gap [Star Trek]

I wrote a short review of _Star Wreck: The Generation Gap_ a couple weeks
ago and posted it to rec.arts.startrek.  At the time, I didn't post it here
because most readers (myself included) prefer to have sf-lovers uncluttered
by Star Trek related articles.  However, I saw a couple of articles
mentioning this parody, so I thought I would post my review.

		      Star Wreck: The Generation Gap
			    by Leah Rewolinski
		       St. Martin's Paperbacks, 1990
			117 pp, ISBN 0-312-92359-7

_Star Wreck_ is a parody (unauthorized, of course) printed by a small
publishing company (St. Martin's Paperbacks) who is either gambling that
Paramount won't sue them, or doesn't care.  By way of disclaimer let me
state that I am not necessarily a fan of parodies.  For me to really enjoy
one, it has to be well-written and the caricatures have to be dead-on.  The
only parody I have ever read that I consider exceptional is _Bored Of The
Rings_ by the Harvard Lampoon.  In addition, I have read so many
fan-written parodies of ST:TNG here on Usenet (many of them ST:TNG meets
ST:TOS parodies) that I am somewhat tired of them.

Since this is the first ST:TNG parody (actually ST:TNG meets ST:TOS) I have
seen published, and a friend lent me his copy, I thought I would give it a
try.  In short, I feel that it is reasonably well-written, but not very
engrossing.  It has some amusing dialogue and funny situations, but fails
to hold together as a story.  The plot is fairly standard parody fare.  It
exists primarily to serve as a medium for for poking fun at various aspects
of the show and for delivering those snappy one-liners.

As far as the caricatures go, the crew of the Next Generation is handled
quite well, while the original crew seem like pale imitations.  Clearly the
writer is more familiar with the new crew.  Captain Jean-Lucy Ricardo,
Wilson Piker, Deanna (Dee) Troit, Georgie LaForgery, Lt. Wart, Dr. Cape
Pragmatski, Westerly Flusher, and Mr. Dacron are the lovable crew of the
Starship Endocrine representing Starfreak.  The original Endocrine crew is
represented by Captain James T. Smirk, Mr.  Smock, Dr. "Moans" McCaw, Mr.
Snot, Lt. Yoohoo, Mr.  Zulu and Mr. Checkout.  Only Smirk and, to a lesser
extent, Smock of the original crew have any real personality in this
parody.

There are the inevitable jokes: Ricardo's baldness, Smirk's womanizing,
Counselor Troit's breasts, the tendency of Ricardo to call a meeting in a
crisis, and so on.  Most of these have been done in one form or another in
parodies posted to the net.  All in all it was worth reading, but only
because I didn't pay for it.  Recommended only for those hard-core parody
lovers.

Kevin C. Rushforth
Sun Microsystems  
INET: kcr@Eng.Sun.COM
UUCP: <the-backbone>!sun!eng!kcr

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	    Books - Anthony & Bishoff & Friedman & Holdstock &
                    McCollum (2 msgs) & O'Brien & Panshin &
                    Pratchett (4 msgs) & Rawn & Saberhagen (3 msgs) &
                    Springer & Science Fiction Encyclopedia (2 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 10 Nov 90 22:15:26 GMT
From: sd1r+@andrew.cmu.edu (Sridhar Dasari)
Subject: Piers Anthony's early works

I want to read some of the good stuff that Piers Anthony wrote.  So far
I've read:
   Apprentice Adept (average)
   Bio of a Space Tyrant (some good insights on human character)
   Xanth (first three books, wasn't impressed)

Wondering what stuff I should read of Piers Anthony.  Most people on net
seem to think that his earlier stuff is much better than the more modern
garbage he puts out.  So, which of the earlier stuff is any good?

Thanks.

Sridhar H. Dasari

------------------------------

Date: 6 Nov 90 21:32:36 GMT
From: amoss@shum.huji.ac.il (Amos Shapira)
Subject: Destiny Dice

Hello,

 I have read the first book of the (purported) trilogy by David Bishoff (or
Bischoff) - "The Destiny Dice" some months ago, and am looking for the
other pieces.

 Since my copy of the book is rather ramshackle, I do not even have an ISBN
(or the first 2 pages, for that matter, but c'est la mort). Can anyone
e-mail me the titles of the other bits?

 Yours,

Amos Shapira
amos@batata.huji.ac.il

------------------------------

Date: 8 Nov 90 21:48:50 GMT
From: abbadon@pawl.rpi.edu (Matt Freaney)
Subject: Re: C.S. Friedman's latest

 POSSIBLE SPOILERS AHEAD

Not to drift from the main topic, but does anyone know if Friedman plans on
writing a sequel to "In Conquest Born?"  It didn't quite have a cliffhanger
ending, but it does kind of beg for more to be written about it.

------------------------------

Date: 8 Nov 90 18:06:47 GMT
From: vehaag@crocus.uwaterloo.ca (Viktor Haag)
Subject: Re: Holdstock

ANDERSOE@grin1.BITNET writes:
>I have read two michael Holdstock Books, _Mythago Wood_, and _Lavondys_
>(hmm doesn't look like I spelled that right). I enjoyed them, but it seems
>like a lot of the mythology and perhaps meaning of both books was beyond
>my grasp. Has anyone else read them? What are your reactions and thoughts?

Mythago Wood is very strong and well crafted.  Lavondyss, I feel, is the
result of Holdstock not feeling quite finished with the world of the wood
and trying to explore the area more.  As a result it is good, but not as
unified as 'Wood'.  Still worth reading though, but read Mythago Wood
first, or you may not want to after 'Lavondyss', and that would be a
tragedy.

If there are such things as 'must reads', Mythago Wood is one.

------------------------------

Date: 8 Nov 90 15:04:13 GMT
From: nraoaoc@nmt.edu (Daniel Briggs)
Subject: Re: Michael McCollum - other books then "Antares Dawn/Passage"

pjlthoma@praxis.cs.ruu.nl (Pieter Thomassen) writes:
>I read and enjoyed two books of Michael McCollum : Antares Dawn and
>Antares Passage .  On the inside of the cover was a list with other books
>written by him :
>  A Greater Infinity
>  Life Probe
>  Procyon's Promise .
>Does anyone know what they are about and if they are worth buying ?

You will probably enjoy Life Probe and Procyon's Promise.  The basic
premise is that 1) making an FTL drive is *very* difficult, and 2) life is
fairly common in the universe.  An alien race, otherwise highly advanced,
cannot seem to crack the problem by itself and decides to try and buy the
solution instead.  It sends out a great many Life Probes (slower than
light, crewed by a self aware computer) which are prepared to trade the sum
total of the race's scientific know-how for help in cracking the FTL
problem.  One such probe comes to Earth.  Much fun is had by all.  It's
hard to even summarize the plot of Procyon's Promise without giving major
spoilers about the plot of Life Probe.  Suffice to say that it is a direct
sequel, and of at least the same quality as Life Probe.  Neither of these
two books are great art, but they're both a pretty good read.  *I*
definitely enjoyed them, and would rate them somewhat higher than the
Antares pair of books.  [Side note: McCollum seems to be a bit of a
one-note author.  Although the plots of the two series are very different,
both pairs of books have a *very* similar "feel" to them.  The same sorts
of characters have similar sorts of personal problems while dealing with
their respective superscience kind of problems.  We'll see if he develops
beyond this tendancy in later books.  McCollum reminds me of a younger
James Hogan, which I mean to be a compliment.  It will be interesting to
see how his career turns out.]  As far as A Greater Infinity is concerned,
I was quite disappointed.  I did not find it worth the time to read.  I'd
summarize, but I have mercifully forgotten most of the details.  As usual,
your mileage may vary.

Dan Briggs
NRAO
P.O. Box O
Socorro, NM 87801
dbriggs@nrao.edu

------------------------------

Date: 10 Nov 90 10:52:07 GMT
From: dhandly@hpcllz2.cup.hp.com (Dennis Handly)
Subject: Re: Michael McCollum - other books then "Antares Dawn/Passage"

>I read and enjoyed two books of Michael McCollum : Antares Dawn 
> and Antares Passage.

I thought there was a third book in the series?

>  A Greater Infinity

This was a story about someone from our Earth being kidnapped by another
Earth.  They have alternate dimension transport machines, but don't have
space travel like us.  Somehow this was used to get at the 'real' bad guys
that are gunning for our hero.

I liked it.

------------------------------

Date: 9 Nov 90 18:17:00 GMT
From: J_DELANO@unhh.bitnet
Subject: Fitz-James O'Brien

   Can anyone there supply me with a bibliography of Fitz-James O'Brien,
the nineteenth century SF author?  Or any comments on his work?
   Thanks in advance.

J_Delano@unhh.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 9 Nov 90 08:15:01 GMT
From: F.LYALL@aberdeen.ac.uk
Subject: PANSHIN'S: WORLD BEYOND THE HILL

 Ken Meltsner (Digest 15.382) is quite right.  I got a copy when I was in
the US last month, and have just finished.  It is a well written and
interesting book.  Agreed that not everyone would back every word, but it
is a useful discussion of the development of sf to the end of the Second
World War.  Maybe someone reading this knows them; if so, please pass on my
thanks to them.

Frank Lyall

------------------------------

Date: 9 Nov 90 02:21:00 GMT
From: MJENKIN@opie.bgsu.edu
Subject: Pratchett's Discworld

   I'm quite sure this is nothing new to anyone, but in case it is:
   Has anyone compared the original Discworld book (_Strata_) to Niven's
_Ringworld_?  I'm quite certain that Pratchett kicked this entire series
off with a parody.  I won't go into details for fear this has been done
to death already, but I'll happily relate them if anyone wants.

Mark F. Jenkins
Bowling Green State University

------------------------------

Date: 10 Nov 90 18:12:37 GMT
From: c90arw@prg.ox.ac.uk (Andrew Wallace)
Subject: Re: Pratchett's Discworld

MJENKIN@OPIE.BGSU.EDU writes:
>   Has anyone compared the original Discworld book (_Strata_) to Niven's
>_Ringworld_?  I'm quite certain that Pratchett kicked this entire series
>off with a parody.  I won't go into details for fear this has been done to
>death already, but I'll happily relate them if anyone wants.

Another non-discworld book is The Dark Side of The Sun. The plot in that
seemed vaguely familiar, sort of a serious version of Hitch Hiker's.

Andy Wallace
JANet: c90arw@uk.ac.ox.prg

------------------------------

Date: 10 Nov 90 22:56:51 GMT
From: ap1i+@andrew.cmu.edu (Andrew C. Plotkin)
Subject: Re: Pratchett's Discworld

MJENKIN@OPIE.BGSU.EDU writes:
>    Has anyone compared the original Discworld book (_Strata_) to Niven's
> _Ringworld_?  I'm quite certain that Pratchett kicked this entire series
> off with a parody.

(To prevent confusion, let me say that _Strata_ is not a Discworld book.
It has a disc-world in it, but it's not the same world as the one in _The
Colour of Magic_ et al.)

I just re-read it last week, and, yes, large portions of it have got to be
direct stabs at _Ringworld_. However, it's a weird little book, not purely
parody, not even comedic to any great extent. Very strange ideas.  Very
good.

I'd really like to know what was bopping around in Pratchett's head when he
wrote it. (Was it written before or after _The Colour of Magic_?  Anyone
know?)

------------------------------

Date: 11 Nov 90 05:00:47 GMT
From: rjc@uk.ac.ed.cstr (Richard Caley)
Subject: Re: Pratchett's Discworld

c90arw@prg.ox.ac.uk (Andrew Wallace) writes:
> MJENKIN@OPIE.BGSU.EDU writes:
>   Has anyone compared the original Discworld book (_Strata_) to Niven's
>_Ringworld_?  I'm quite certain that Pratchett kicked this entire series
>off with a parody.
>
>Another non-discworld book is The Dark Side of The Sun. The plot in that
>seemed vaguely familiar, sort of a serious version of Hitch Hiker's.

Strata is fairly obviously satire, just as The Colour of Magic was taking
it out of McCaffrey, Lovecraft, etc. `The Dark Side of The Sun' was, I
thought, very Nivenesque but the closest thing I can think of to it is
Foster's `Tar Aym Krang' (sp?). Then again the Foster seems to be based on
ideas borrowed from Niven's `World of Ptavvs'.

Are there HHGG references in there I am missing?

Has anyone read `carpet people'? If so what's it like?

`The Unadultarated Cat' is my favorite non-discworld Pratchett, just
beating Truckers.

rjc@uk.ac.ed.cstr

------------------------------

Date: 11 Nov 90 20:28:00 GMT
From: NGUSTAS@hampvms.bitnet (Special Agent Dale Cooper)
Subject: Melanie Rawn's new book

Melanie Rawn has another book in her series, number one in the Dragon Star
trilogy. It's called Stronghold, and unlike Jean M. Auel's "The Plains of
Passage", is well worth the hardback price. About six or seven years have
passed since _Sunrunners Fire_. You find out in the course of the book that
a few characters died during that time. The characters are even more vivid
(although by page 322, a few of my favorite characters, most notably Riyan,
have not made an appearance.) The narrative is even tighter, if that's
possible.  I don't want to put the book down, because, although I know
rationally that nothing will happen until I pick it up again, I still sort
of feel like something may happen while I'm not looking! It's terrific.
Pick it up, you won't regret it!  If you haven't read the other books in
the series, I suggest you start at _Dragon Prince_ and read through the
series before you buy this.

Did anyone else notice that Rohan's nickname is spelled "Azhei" in the
first book and "Azh_r_ei" in all the others?  Maybe it's just the first
edition of the first book in which they made that error.

Does anyone know if Rawn does any cons?

I think a case can be made for Rawn being one of the greatest fantasy
writers of the past twenty years- _at_least_. Anyone agree/disagree?

If anyone wants to discuss the books, I'd love to! Send to me at
ngustas@hampvms.bitnet.  

Nikki

------------------------------

Date: 7 Nov 90 17:26:38 GMT
From: dave@interlan.interlan.com (Dave Goldblatt)
Subject: Re: Saberhagen: Empire of East and Swords

kyre@reed.UUCP writes:
>I don't think there are any books in between, but as far as the emperor is
>concerned, you need look no farther than Emperor John Ominor for that. All
>references to the Emperor in the Sword books stem from him. In fact, I'm
>laying my bets that the Emperor is in fact John Ominor himself. I've
>noticed that the Emperor of the Sword books has been described as a very
>plain man, and I destinctly remember, in the Empire of the East, a quote
>describing John Ominor in the same way (I looked it up and found that that
>is in fact correct).

If you recall at the end of _Empire of the East_, when Ardneh "unworks his
change" and turns Orcus back into the nuclear fireball from whence he came,
Ominor was present in the kill-zone (Ardneh tells him he gets his wish,
then blinding white light).  Remember, too, Ominor was a real SOB, whereas
the Emperor is a generally nice guy. ;-)

Besides, if Omnior was the Emperor, and could thus could order (banish)
demons, why was he so afraid of Orcus? ;-)

Dave Goldblatt
Diagnostic Engineering
Racal InterLan
Boxborough MA
(508) 263-9929
dave@interlan.com

------------------------------

Date: 9 Nov 90 10:36:43 GMT
From: klaus@diku.dk (Klaus Ole Kristiansen)
Subject: Re: Saberhagen: Empire of East and Swords

dave@interlan.interlan.com (Dave Goldblatt) writes:
>kyre@reed.UUCP writes:
>>I don't think there are any books in between, but as far as the emperor
>>is concerned, you need look no farther than Emperor John Ominor for that.
>>All references to the Emperor in the Sword books stem from him. In fact,
>>I'm laying my bets that the Emperor is in fact John Ominor himself. I've
>>noticed that the Emperor of the Sword books has been described as a very
>>plain man, and I destinctly remember, in the Empire of the East, a quote
>>describing John Ominor in the same way (I looked it up and found that
>>that is in fact correct).
>
>If you recall at the end of _Empire of the East_, when Ardneh "unworks his
>change" and turns Orcus back into the nuclear fireball from whence he
>came, Ominor was present in the kill-zone (Ardneh tells him he gets his
>wish, then blinding white light).  Remember, too, Ominor was a real SOB,
>whereas the Emperor is a generally nice guy. ;-)
>
>Besides, if Omnior was the Emperor, and could thus could order (banish)
>demons, why was he so afraid of Orcus? ;-)

The only real problem with the emperor being Ominor is how he survived to
the "present". Being close to a nuclear explosion (was it 10 or 20 miles
away?) is one part of the problem, the time that has passed since then
another.

Ominor was EVIL, but a man might change in a few thousand years.  We don't
know much about the emperor, or why he acts as he does.  He is nice to
Mark, who is his son. He does things that seems "good", such as sheathing
the Tyrant's blade, but he may have his own reasons for doing so. He may be
as callous about the lives and sufferings of other poeple as Ominor, we
don't know.

Ominor was head of a great organization that included lots of wizards, and
which had power over many demons. It had managed to capture Orcus, but not
to subjugate it (him?). So Ominor would have some power over most demons,
but not all.

Klaus Kristiansen

------------------------------

Date: 11 Nov 90 11:12:20 GMT
From: seanf@sco.com (Sean Fagan)
Subject: Re: Saberhagen: Empire of East and Swords

There are spoilers below for the Lost Books of Swords

kyre@reed.UUCP writes:
>I don't think there are any books in between, but as far as the emperor is
>concerned, you need look no farther than Emperor John Ominor for that. All
>references to the Emperor in the Sword books stem from him. In fact, I'm
>laying my bets that the Emperor is in fact John Ominor himself.

Yet another person demonstrating the fact he hasn't read the Lost Books of
Swords.  Ominor is mentioned explicitly in either the first or second book
of that series, and dies in the second book, I believe.  Meanwhile, the
Emperor continues to show himself occasionally.

Kind of ruins your pet theory, doesn't it?

Sean Eric Fagan
(408) 458-1422 
seanf@sco.COM  
uunet!sco!seanf

------------------------------

Date: 8 Nov 90 23:49:00 GMT
From: SLEWIS@drew.bitnet (Sarah Lewis)
Subject: RE: Celtic science-fiction/fantasy

From what I remember from the listing of previous works at the beginning of
one of Nancy Springer's books, _The Book of Suns_ is a previous version of
one of the others in the "Isle" series.  I couldn't tell you which one at
the moment, since my entire collection is at home.  I did see it in a used
bookstore a long while ago, though, but didn't pick it up since it seemed
then to be a duplicate of one I already owned.  Of course, now I know I
should have; it must be quite rare by now.

Sarah Lewis
Drew University
slewis@drew.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 8 Nov 90 02:24:12 GMT
From: jbb@mvaxcs1.cse.nau.edu (Jon Bonnell)
Subject: Science Fiction Encyclopedia

I've seen some talk about the Science Fiction Encyclopedia.  Could someone
please mail me about the book.  Its publisher, ISBN#, copyright, etc.
Sounds like something I have been looking for.  A little info about it
wouldn't hurt either.  How you like it, is it accurate, etc.

Jon Bonnell
jbb@mvaxcs1.cse.nau.edu

------------------------------

Date: 8 Nov 90 06:25:06 GMT
From: clive@mungarra.asis.unimelb.edu.au (Clive Newall)
Subject: Re: Science Fiction Encyclopedia

jbb@mvaxcs1.cse.nau.edu (Jon Bonnell) writes:
>I've seen some talk about the Science Fiction Encyclopedia.  Could someone
>please mail me about the book.  Its publisher, ISBN#, copyright, etc.
>Sounds like something I have been looking for.  A little info about it
>wouldn't hurt either.  How you like it, is it accurate, etc.

I'd have to check at home for the nitty-gritty, but you are unlikely to
find a copy too easily at the moment.

The editors (Peter Nicholls & ???) are currently working on a revised
edition, to be published in the UK sometime in 1991.

Accuracy? Reasonable, but FAR from perfect. They are attempting to correct
this with the new edition. One problem is that the information they get
from AUTHORS is often inaccurate. Like when they were born, when/where/who
published what, etc.

However, it is still generally considered an (almost) essential reference
work.  (Preferably in concert with something else for cross-checking.)

Clive Newall
Admin. Systems & Info. Serv.
Univ. of Melb.
Parkville, Vict., Aust., 3052
clive@asis.unimelb.EDU.AU
clive%asis.unimelb.EDU.AU@munnari.OZ.AU

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

		  Miscellaneous - Conventions (5 msgs) &
                                  Balrogs (9 msgs) & Maps (3 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 30 Oct 90 16:15:45 GMT
From: lamont@hpcupt1.cup.hp.com (LaMont Jones)
Subject: Re: SF in 1993...

mcmahon@tgv.com (John McMahon) writes:
>I am interested in getting an E-mail (or regular mail) contact address for
>the Woldcon 51 (San Francisco) folks, apparently the one I have is
>incorrect.

ConFrancisco can be reached at ConFrancisco@cup.hp.com.  This mailing
address was set up at the request of the committee, and all mail will be
forwarded to the committee.

LaMont Jones
lamont@cup.hp.com

------------------------------

Date: 2 Nov 90 22:33:00 GMT
From: J_DELANO@unhh.bitnet
Subject: Arisia 2, Boskone XXVIII

   I can go either to Boskone XXVIII or Arisia 2.  I'd rather go to Arisia
2 because Jack Chalker is there, and Mike Resnik is at Boskone, and I can't
say I know anything about MR.  However, Arisia may not be the better
convention, just have the better GoH.  Any advice on which I should attend?

------------------------------

Date: 4 Nov 90 15:21:25 GMT
From: csusac!potter@csufres.csufresno.edu (david potter)
Subject: J_DELANO, which con

J_DELANO@unhh.BITNET writes:
>    I can go either to Boskone XXVIII or Arisia 2.  I'd rather go to
> Arisia 2 because Jack Chalker is there, and Mike Resnik is at Boskone,
> and I can't say I know anything about MR.  However, Arisia may not be the
> better convention, just have the better GoH.  Any advice on which I
> should attend?  

   Actually, neither of those folks is one of the leading lights in the
field, but at least Mike Resnick has a professional attitude.  He wrote his
way to considerable financial independence, and is now producing some
fairly good work, at a much lower rate.  Most self-avowed professional
hacks never recover from the bad writing habits they develop in the process
of getting themselves into a position where they can take their time and
write something well.  Resnick seems to still be improving, and as a
consequence, I regard him as a living writer, rather than a professional
typist.
    Resnick does his homework, tries to be original, and while often
stating that he doesn't feel he's really writing science fiction goes to
some lengths to work within and observe the conventions of the field.  He
has said that he thinks of his work more as morality fables set in other
worlds and times.
 
   Resnick did things like writing (and selling!) two books in a week when
he was a punk kid of 18, and hacked away with great success for years,
typing up and selling book after book, under a plethora of pseudonyms.  He
didn't really start in the SF field until less than ten years ago, after he
and his wife had finally gotten their lives organized to the point where
they didn't have to make a living on Resnick's typing speed, and could
afford to go for *GOOD* output.
   The man is dedicated to getting better at his craft, and consequently,
even though much of his current work is not to my taste, I have some little
respect for him; he's passed his journeyman phase, and with any luck at
all, is settling down to do some fairly major stuff.
      
   On the other hand, I wouldn't be real excited over seeing either him
*or* Jack Chalker, so why not pick the convention that will be cheapest for
you to attend, or pass up both and save your money for a major con?  (If
you're intending to be professionally involved with the field some day, you
could probably learn a LOT more from Resnick.)

------------------------------

Date: 7 Nov 90 14:32:35 GMT
From: ZAK@cu.nih.gov
Subject: VICTORICON 1991

Any Aussies out there know if the date of Victoricon 1991 has been changed
from June 7-10, 1991?  Someone told me that it had, but the cons list still
has the June 7-10 date.  Does anyone know for sure?

------------------------------

Date: 9 Nov 90 00:49:00 GMT
From: HIGGINS@fnal.bitnet (Bill Higgins-- Beam Jockey)
Subject: Help Brainstorm Worldcon Program

Chicon V, the 49th World Science Fiction Convention, will be held from 29
August through 2 September, 1991, in Chicago, Illinois, USA.

With others, I have volunteered to work to put together the panels,
lectures, discussion groups, and workshops for Chicon.  I am in charge of
the science track, but I'm working closely with the people who are
inventing other programming, including the arts track, children's track,
academic track, and good old meat-and-potatoes programming about SF and
fantasy literature.

We're brainstorming right now to come up with program items, and we thought
you'd like to help.  If you have suggestions about panel topics, slideshows
or presentations, or good people you'd like to hear from, please E-mail
me[***] at:

Bill Higgins
Internet: higgins@fnal.fnal.gov     
Bitnet: higgins@fnalb.bitnet

Or write me at the papermail address:

Chicon V
Attn: Bill Higgins
P.O. Box A3120
Chicago, IL 60690-3120
USA

In particular, we'd like to hear what you have to say about the following
questions:

Which of your favorite topics are neglected in SF convention programming?

Do you know anybody, fan or pro, who's a great speaker on a topic we might
like to cover?

We'd also appreciate hearing about your experiences creating program items
for other conventions.  We may not be able to implement every one of your
suggestions, but they will be gratefully accepted and carefully considered.

With your your help, the program for Hog-Butcher-For-The-Worldcon Five
should be a superlative one.

[***] Please use this address for correspondence about programming ONLY! Do
NOT ask me about hotels, registration rates, art show, masquerade, or the
Hugo Awards. I probably won't know the answer.  The E-mail address for
general Chicon V correspondence is:

73016.1363@compuserve.com

The papermail address of the Worldcon is the same as above:

Chicon V
P.O. Box A3120
Chicago, IL 60690-3120
USA

------------------------------

Date: 1 Nov 90 14:47:01 GMT
From: kuhnle@ait.physik.uni-tuebingen.de
Subject: Balrogs

Last night, I finished re-reading LotR. And as usual, I was especially
fascinated by the description of the Balrog of Moria.

Since a lot of Tolkien's ideas have been "recycled" in modern fantasy, I
wonder whether any other author used balrogs. Or perhaps there are some
"advanced balrog substitutes" on the way (no, I do definitely NOT mean
simple fire dragons! Balrogs are much more dangerous than that!)

Has anybody out there read stories about balrogs? Any recommendations?

Volkmar
kuhnle @ aitxu2.ait.physik.uni-tuebingen.de
psjeka1 @ zmcon2.zdv.uni-tuebingen.de 

------------------------------

Date: 5 Nov 90 03:48:20 GMT
From: Dan_Bloch@transarc.com
Subject: Re: Balrogs

kuhnle@AIT.PHYSIK.UNI-TUEBINGEN.DE (Volkmar) writes:
> Since a lot of Tolkien's ideas have been "recycled" in modern fantasy, I
> wonder whether any other author used balrogs.

No, there are no other books with balrogs in them.

Dan Bloch
dan@transarc.com

------------------------------

Date: 5 Nov 90 05:17:02 GMT
From: jim@rand.org (Jim Gillogly)
Subject: Re: Balrogs

Dan_Bloch@TRANSARC.COM writes:
>kuhnle@AIT.PHYSIK.UNI-TUEBINGEN.DE (Volkmar) writes:
>> I wonder whether any other author used balrogs.
>
>No, there are no other books with balrogs in them.

Actually, there is a balrog-like critter in Dennis McKiernan's series.  I
believe it was originally written to be a sequel: the dwarves finally try
to retake Moria from the orcs.  The critters' names were changed to protect
the innocent.  We get to meet the other balrog that lived there, I forget
what it was called, but the fight between the good guys and the balrogoid
on the bridge was quite memorable.

Jim Gillogly
jim@rand.org

------------------------------

Date: 5 Nov 90 13:05:16 GMT
From: xanthian@zorch.sf-bay.org (Kent Paul Dolan)
Subject: Re: Balrogs

jim@mycroft.UUCP (Jim Gillogly) writes:
>Dan_Bloch@TRANSARC.COM writes:
>>kuhnle@AIT.PHYSIK.UNI-TUEBINGEN.DE (Volkmar) writes:
>>> I wonder whether any other author used balrogs.
>
>> No, there are no other books with balrogs in them.
>
> Actually, there is a balrog-like critter in Dennis McKiernan's series.  I
> believe it was originally written to be a sequel: the dwarves finally try
> to retake Moria from the orcs. The critters' names were changed to
> protect the innocent. We get to meet the other balrog that lived there, I
> forget what it was called, but the fight between the good guys and the
> balrogoid on the bridge was quite memorable.

The Iron Tower Trilogy and the Silver Call Duology are _great_ _reads_;
they took McKiernan next to forever to write when he was working full time
at AT&T; about a year ago he announced on the net that he was taking the
plunge to full time SF&F authorship; it will be fun to see if he can
maintain the same level of craftsmanship in his writing under greater
financial pressure to get a novel out on the street. His latest that I've
seen, Dragon Doom, shows the same finely honed skills, but I'm a little
unclear whether it was the last thing he did before leaving AT&T, or the
first thing after.  Is there more from him?

Since no one else has mentioned the balrog in the Bards Tale I computer
game, I will.  It was a pretty awesome monster, at the top level of the
final tower in the game, but by the time you got your party there, it was
just one more wimpy delaying tactic to walk over without breaking stride.

What was impressive was the artwork; on the Amiga, it was sort of a
luminous yellow-brown, shaped like an intelligent and malevolent Komodo
dragon.  Does that at all match JRRT or DM's descriptions?  It's been a
while for me for both.

Kent
xanthian@Zorch.SF-Bay.ORG
xanthian@well.sf.ca.us

------------------------------

Date: 7 Nov 90 04:07:14 GMT
From: gh1r+@andrew.cmu.edu (Gaurang Hirpara)
Subject: Re: Balrogs

Well the Silmarillion has balrogs aplenty, although no specifics, which I
don't like too much. The duels between some of the Noldor and balrogs were
quite good, but would have been great if they had been more detailed. but
of course, that's not keeping with the style of the Silmarillion.

Dan

------------------------------

Date: 6 Nov 90 23:40:25 GMT
From: aboisvert@amherst.bitnet
Subject: Re: Balrogs

xanthian@zorch.SF-Bay.ORG (Kent Paul Dolan) writes:
> What was impressive was the artwork; on the Amiga, it was sort of a
> luminous yellow-brown, shaped like an intelligent and malevolent Komodo
> dragon.  Does that at all match JRRT or DM's descriptions?  It's been a
> while for me for both.

Not to my knowledge. On the other hand Tolkien never got terribly detailed
on the subject, and published sources indicate there were a number of
Balrog issues that Tolkien never really settled on, among these were their
size, origin, and numbers. The definite features are the flaming sword and
whip, and a large stature. It is also fairly clear that they were Melkor's
mightiest servants, responsible for the deaths of such important figures of
the Elder days as Feanor, Fingon, Turgon, Ecthelion of the Fountains,
Glorfindel (of the House of the Golden Flower), and undoubtedly others. I
have always concieved of them as humanoid in form, but substantially
larger, and (of course) absolutely terrifying looking.

Tony

------------------------------

Date: 8 Nov 90 17:38:44 GMT
From: vehaag@crocus.uwaterloo.ca (Viktor Haag)
Subject: Re: Balrogs

>The Iron Tower Trilogy and the Silver Call Duology are _great_ _reads_;
>they took McKiernan next to forever to write when he was working full time
>at AT&T; about a year ago he announced on the net that he was taking the
>plunge to full time SF&F authorship; it will be fun to see if he can
>maintain the same level of craftsmanship in his writing under greater
>financial pressure to get a novel out on the street. His latest that I've
>seen, Dragon Doom, shows the same finely honed skills, but I'm a little
>unclear whether it was the last thing he did before leaving AT&T, or the
>first thing after.  Is there more from him?

I, on the other hand, did not really like what I read of the Iron Tower
trilogy, not because 'its a ripoff of JRR' (common complaint I have heard),
but because I really didn't think that it was all that well written.  I
found it flat and pretty bland, with little sense of wonder to communicate
to the reader.  I got about half way through the first book and then gave
up.

My feeling in the end, was that McKiernan was a purveyor of formulaic
fantasy, and not an exceptionally good writer.  This should have little or
no effect on whether he can make money off his books however.

Are there others out there with the same opinion, or is this merely a
matter of very personal taste?

Vik

------------------------------

Date: 8 Nov 90 21:39:40 GMT
From: forbes@sp11.csrd.uiuc.edu (Michael Scott Forbes)
Subject: Re: Balrogs

aboisvert@amherst.bitnet writes:
>On the other hand Tolkien never got terribly detailed on the subject, and
>published sources indicate there were a number of Balrog issues that
>Tolkien never really settled on, among these were their size, origin, and
>numbers.

I seem to recall a passage somewhere in Tolkien describing the origins of
the Balrogs.  They are/were Maiar who followed Morgoth.  As Maiar they
presumably had the same appearance as other Maia, which means that they
could choose any form that suited them.

I think Balrogs may have been a specific set of Maiar, maybe servants of
Aule, who were corrupted by Morgoth.  I'd have to look it up.

Scott Forbes
strustee@ux1.cso.uiuc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 9 Nov 90 22:58:57 GMT
From: aboisvert@amherst.bitnet
Subject: Re: Balrogs

Scott Forbes writes:
> I seem to recall a passage somewhere in Tolkien describing the origins of
> the Balrogs.  They are/were Maiar who followed Morgoth.  As Maiar they
> presumably had the same appearance as other Maia, which means that they
> could choose any form that suited them.
>
> I think Balrogs may have been a specific set of Maiar, maybe servants of
> Aule, who were corrupted by Morgoth.  I'd have to look it up.

I agree with you.  However I left it open to doubt because I could not
recall what I had read in the Silmarillion (or elsewhere in the canon
proper) and what I had read in such works as The Tolkien Bestiary. I
believe that the group of maiar they were associated with was the same one
that the keeper of the sun (what was her name?) came from, but I cannot
remember which Vala they were originally linked with.  Aule strikes me as
being somehow wrong, but I don't know why. (Perhaps it has to do with both
Saruman and Sauron being his former servants).

Tony

------------------------------

Date: 1 Nov 90 22:03:00 GMT
From: J_DELANO@unhh.bitnet
Subject: Outland, Total Recall Maps

   I'm interested in getting maps of the landscapes (and structures) of
movies like Outland and Total Recall.  I suppose I could do it by hand by
pausing the movie on tape, but this would be nothing like actual
blueprints made from the actual miniatures.  Any ideas?

------------------------------

Date: 8 Nov 90 16:28:16 GMT
From: mcsun.eu.net!unido!ztivax!ap542!mike@hele (Mike Hoffmann)
Subject: Map of Midkemia wanted

Hello!

Can anyone of the many R.E. Feist fans out there provide me with a map of
Midkemia? Any of the standard-formats would be fine (GIF, TIFF, PS.)

Now, before this is raised to the stupid question of the week: Of course I
have the maps that are included in the Riftwar Saga.  But in my paperback
edition of Prince of the Blood there was none.  It would be great of
someone has invested some work to create a map like the one found in
Macros' library, with all the lands down to the Keshian Confederacy (now no
longer existant, we are told) and even to the lands west of the Endless Sea
(Novindus, Pantathia.)

If someone can provide me with a good scanner and a decent pix-editor, I
might do it myself :-)

Thanks.

Mike Hoffmann
Siemens-Nixdorf Informationssysteme AG, SNI AP 712  
UUCP:     mike%hele@ap542.UUCP                 
INTERNET: mike%hele%ap542@ztivax.siemens.com

------------------------------

Date: 9 Nov 90 23:11:43 GMT
From: aboisvert@amherst.bitnet
Subject: Re: Map of Midkemia wanted

mike@hele@ap542.uucp (Mike Hoffmann) writes:
> Of course I have the maps that are included in the Riftwar Saga.  But in
> my paperback edition of Prince of the Blood there was none.  It would be
> great of someone has invested some work to create a map like the one
> found in Macros' library, with all the lands down to the Keshian
> Confederacy (now no longer existant, we are told) and even to the lands
> west of the Endless Sea (Novindus, Pantathia.)

I have the paperback of Prince of the Blood and it contains a fascinating
map of both Kesh and the former Confederacy. I can't imagine why your copy
wouldn't, but there it is.

Tony

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

		   Miscellaneous - Vampires (12 msgs) &
                                   Avioids (4 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 5 Nov 90 18:24:10 GMT
From: atc@cs.utexas.edu (Alvin T. Campbell III)
Subject: Re: Vampire fiction

One book that should be mentioned is BLOOD IS NOT ENOUGH, an anthology of
vampire short fiction edited by Ellen Datlow.  It contains a good variety
of work by well-known writers (Harlan Ellison, Dan Simmons) and by
lesser-known authors.  The book recently came out in paperback.

A. T. Campbell, III
CS Department, University of Texas
atc@cs.utexas.edu

------------------------------

Date: 6 Nov 90 00:48:53 GMT
From: ward@tsnews.convergent.com (Ward Griffiths)
Subject: Sime-Gen Novels (was: Vampire fiction)

mok@pawl.rpi.edu writes:
>I was wondering if anyone would mention the Sime-Gen books. Yes they are
>good, but here I must disagree with your recommendation of a starting
>place yet again. (I seem to be making a habbit of this. Sorry.) HOUSE OF
>ZEOR is simply the worst written out of the whole lot. No contest it is
>however the most recent (which makes it more available). I wish I could
>remember the titles to recommend a better starting point, but anyway there
>are two trilogies in it (you can start with either), just get the first
>book in either to start. Read the covers if you can find them, to figure
>out which is the first. Does anyone reading this remember titles and
>order? Ah! I just remembered a good starting point. Try to find MAHOGANY
>ROSE, I think that is the title. It will stand alone. It is also one of
>the best of them.

Actually, "House of Zeor" WAS the first novel published in the Sime-Gen
series, though I gather from your post that there has been a recent
reprint.  It suffers a bit, as Jacqueline hadn't completely worked out the
parameters for the series.

Yes, "Mahogany Trinrose" is one of the better books, Probably the best by
Jacqueline by herself.  But it helps to have read "Unto Zeor Forever" to
get the useful background concerning the problems of the older generation.

My own favourites are the books co-written by Lichtenberg and Jean Lorrah,
most of whose titles I misremember and all of which are a few hundred miles
south of here.  Oh, yeah, "First Channel", "Channel's Destiny", "Zelerod's
Doom".  Lorrah is a damn fine writer herself, and even wrote my all-time
favourite ST:TNG novel, "Survivors", now totally superceded by the recent
episode "Legacy", which wasn't nearly as good as that book.

I've been roughing out a Sime-Gen story of my own for a couple of years
now, set long before "First Channel".  Sometime soon I'll have to contact
"Ambrov Zeor" to see about getting it printed.

------------------------------

Date: 6 Nov 90 15:57:45 GMT
From: ZAK@cu.nih.gov
Subject: Vampires

No one mentioned _The_Delicate_Dependency_, by (if memory serves) Michael
Talbott.

------------------------------

Date: Tue, 6 Nov 90 11:17:14 EST
From: ALBERGA@ibm.com
Subject: Vampire fiction.

It's been a long time since I read it, but I think that "Messiah" by Gore
Vidal comes under this heading.  My vague memory is of a plague which
changes people into vampire-like creatures.  My copy was published by
Ballantine, but has no copyright (or other) date.  It is Ballantine number
94, which puts it sometime in the 1950s.  I don't know if it has been
republished since then, nor whether it is currently available.

Cyril N. Alberga

------------------------------

Date: 6 Nov 90 17:27:53 GMT
From: MLW@math.ams.com (Maxine L. Wolfson)
Subject: ANOTHER vampire story request

All these listings of vampire stories reminded me of a short story from a
paperback book collection that all I remember is the basic plot, would love
to read again, but in my usual fashion, don't remember title, author or
collection.  All help appreciated.

The story takes place in Appalacia, the son of the local country doctor
meets a beautiful etc. woman whom he falls madly in love with.  Meanwhile,
his dad is dealing with an epidemic of severe anemia in the local kiddies.
None of them severe enough to die, but no other symptoms or apparent
causes.  Eventually, son comes to dad and tells him that his girlfriend
refuses to marry him because she's a vampire.  This actually cheers dad up,
since it is made clear that she is the cause of the epidemic, and weepingly
explains that she only took a little from each kid so as not to kill them.
Dad cooks up a solution,(I remember what it is but will not tell) and son
and vampiress live happily ever after.

Thanks in advance.  

------------------------------

Date: 6 Nov 90 21:53:14 GMT
From: dzweig@rnd.gba.nyu.edu (Dani Zweig)
Subject: Re: Sime-Gen Novels (was: Vampire fiction)

Actually, the Sime-Gen novels are only superficially about vampirism.  If
it's vampirism you're after, Jacqueline Lichtenberg deals with it far more
explicitly in "Those of My Blood", a novel about a group of vampires
marooned on Earth.  This book and its sequel, "Dreamspy", are not out yet
in paperback, but may be found in some libraries if nothing else.

Dani Zweig
haste@andrew.cmu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 6 Nov 90 23:07:00 GMT
From: wilder@guvax.georgetown.edu ("Jim Wilderotter")
Subject: Vampire book list

   The following is a list of vampire books which I have in my collection
at home (with the exception of the two by Summers, Montague and one by
Elrod, P.N. - to be released 02/91). I recommend these to any vampire story
fan/enthusiast/curioso/scholar.
   The reason I include the two by Summers on this list is because they are
considered to be the last word in vampire studies. They are out of print,
but some of the larger libraries have them. I actually saw a copy of
_The_Vampire_in_Europe_ in a bookstore in London, but (because of it's
value) was going for $100 (American) for a used copy. Try to read these if
you can find copies.
   If you have any questions about any of these, let me know.

Jim

Catalogue : Vampires

Cooper, Basil. The Vampire.
Dresser, Norine. American Vampires.
Elrod, P.N. Bloodlist.
Elrod, P.N. Lifeblood.
Elrod, P.N. Bloodcircle.
Elrod, P.N. Blood Art. (due out February 1991) (included for reference)
Florescu and McNally. Dracula : Price of Many Faces - His Life and Times.
Greenberg, Martin and Waugh, Charles H (eds.). Vamps.
Hambly, Barbara. Those Who Hunt the Night.
Hoyt, Olga. Lust for Blood. (This includes a 4-page vampire bibliography)
King, Stephen. "Night Fliers".
King, Stephen. Salem's Lot.
Rice, Anne. Interview with the Vampire.
Rice, Anne. Vampire Lestat.
Rice, Anne. Queen of the Damned.
Ryan, Alan (ed.). Vampires.
Saberhagen. Holmes-Dracula Files.
Saberhagen. Dracula Tapes.
Shepard, Leslie. Dracula Book of Great Horror Stories.
Shepard, Leslie. Dracula Book of Great Vampire Stories.
Smith, Robert Arthur. Vampire Notes.
Steakley, John. Vampire$. (Yes, with a $. Story from vampire hunter's view)
Stoker, Bram. Dracula.
Stoker, Bram. "Dracula's Guest". (Original chapter cut from Dracula)
Summers, Montague. The Vampire: His Kin and Kith.
Summers, Montague. Vampire in Europe.
Watson, Dr. John and Esteman. Sherlock-vs-Dracula.

------------------------------

Date: 7 Nov 90 14:12:00 GMT
From: wilder@guvax.georgetown.edu ("Jim Wilderotter")
Subject: Vampire stories

I forgot one book on my list of Vampire books in my personal collection:

Ryan, Alan (ed.). Penguin Book of Vampire Stories.

Jim

------------------------------

Date: 8 Nov 90 17:22:29 GMT
From: BERDANJ@yalevm.bitnet (Susan de Guardiola)
Subject: Vampires

The Saberhagen vampire series has a new book out in hardcover from Tor: _A
Matter of Taste_

The book _I, Vampire_ is by Jody Scott and was published in 1984 (with much
hoopla at the LA Worldcon).  There is another book called _I, Vampire_
which is just recently out from Fawcett in paperback.  It is by Michael
Romkey and has no relation whatsoever to Jody Scott's book.  It's not bad.

I have seen no mention of one of my favorite vampire series, the St-Germain
books by Chelsea Quinn Yarbro.  There are six in that series, as follows:
_Hotel Transylvania_
_The Palace_
_Blood Games_
_Path of the Eclipse_
_Tempting Fate_
_The St-Germain Chronicles_  (anthology)

The above is the order in which they were written; chronologically, it
goes: 
_Blood Games_
_Path of the Eclipse_
_The Palace_
_Hotel Transylvania_
_Tempting Fate_
_The St-Germain Chronicles_

There is also a related series, not as good, about a character from _Blood
Games_, Olivia.  The three books (read them in order) are:
_A Flame in Byzantium_
_Crusader's Torch_
_A Candle for d'Artagnan_  (yes, the Musketeer)

Finally, there is a strong rumor that a seventh St-Germain book will be out
sometime, called _Out of the House of the Dead_ and probably set well
before the other six.

I *highly* recommend the St-Germain books to anyone looking for sympathetic
vampire heroes & heroines.

One final issue - the Sime/Gen books, about "psychic vampires", has been
mentioned a couple of times.  Let me set a few things straight.

mok@pawl.rpi.edu writes:
>I was wondering if anyone would mention the Sime-Gen books. Yes they are
>good, but here I must disagree with your recommendation of a starting
>place yet again. (I seem to be making a habbit of this. Sorry.) HOUSE OF
>ZEOR is simply the worst written out of the whole lot. No contest it is
>however the most recent (which makes it more available). I wish I could
>remember the titles to recommend a better starting point, but anyway there
>are two trilogies in it (you can start with either), just get the first
>book in either to start. Read the covers if you can find them, to figure
>out which is the first. Does anyone reading this remember titles and
>order? Ah! I just remembered a good starting point. try to find MAHOGANY
>ROSE, I think that is the title, it will stand alone. It is also one of
>the best of them.

Okay, wait a minute.  This is a little bit scrambled.  First off, the
series is the Sime/Gen series originated by Jacqueline Lichtenberg and
written by herself and Jean Lorrah.  The books, in the order written, are:
_House of Zeor_  (Lichtenberg)  (Not the most recent but the first of all!)
_Unto Zeor, Forever_  (Lichtenberg)
_First Channel_   (Lorrah & Lichtenberg)
_Mahogany Trinrose_   (Lichtenberg)
_Channel's Destiny_   (Lorrah & Lichtenberg)
_RenSime!_    (Lichtenberg)
_Ambrov Keon_   (Lorrah)
_Zelerod's Doom_   (Lichtenberg & Lorrah)

There are also a couple of short stories published in magazines in the
70's.  Only one is worth looking up - "The Channel's Exemption", published
in Galileo #4.

The books form into groups by means of continuing characters, but I would
hardly call them "trilogies".  They all can stand alone.  If you must have
groupings, the ones with common characters are:

_First Channel_, _Channel's Destiny_
_House of Zeor_, _Ambrov Keon_, _Zelerod's Doom_
_Unto Zeor, Forever_, _Mahogany Trinrose_, _RenSime!_

This is also the chronological order, but I would not recommend reading
them that way.  I would suggest starting in the order they were written;
_House of Zeor_ has a viewpoint character who is as new to all of the most
complicated stuff as the reader, so there is a fair amount of explanation.
(The later books, especially _RenSime!_ get increasingly technical).

All of these books date from the mid-70's to mid-80's; there hasn't been a
new one for several years, and is not really likely to be unless they
suddenly become best-sellers.  There is, however, a lively fandom with at
least three fanzines going; if anyone wants info on this, e-mail me
directly.  The books are difficult to find, but most of them can be ordered
directly from the author.  

>As for THOSE OF MY BLOOD, I am ambivalent about the book, but I would have
>to agree, it is probably not worth looking up unless you really didn't
>have anything better to do.

I disagree on this; I enjoyed it.  But then, Lichtenberg and vampires are
two of my favorite obsessions, so I could hardly help it.  <grin> There are
two books currently out in this series (it will be a tetralogy), _Those of
My Blood_ and _Dreamspy_.  The forthcoming two are _Feral Vampire_ and
_Blood Justice_.  The first chapter of _Feral Vampire_ appeared in a
British anthology called _Tarot Tales_, ed. by Pollack & Matthews.  I'd
love to get my hands on this book.

If anyone is interested in a list of 50-odd vampire books that I've
collected or wants publishing details on any of the vampire novels
discussed (I've yet to see one mentioned that I don't have), please e-mail
me directly.

Susan de Guardiola
berdanj@yalevm.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 9 Nov 90 20:02:17 GMT
From: haste+@andrew.cmu.edu (Dani Zweig)
Subject: Bunnicula (was: Vampires)

I haven't seen this one mentioned: Bunnicula, by James Howe.  Great stuff.

Bunnicula is a rabbit, abandoned (in a movie theater) as a baby.  From the
beginning there are ominous signs: the black markings on his back, the
"Please take care of my baby" note written in Transylvanian and these are
confirmed when the vegetables in the kitchen start turning up drained
white.

The book has two sequels.  "Howliday Inn" is not about vampires, but about
lycanthropes.  The other, however, deals with the effects of vampirism upon
the victims: "The Celery Stalks at Midnight".

(I'm not making this up, you know!)

Dani Zweig
haste+@andrew.cmu.edu 

------------------------------

Date: 11 Nov 90 02:13:53 GMT
From: scs@lokkur.dexter.mi.us (Steve Simmons)
Subject: Re: Bunnicula (was: Vampires)

haste+@andrew.cmu.edu (Dani Zweig) writes:
>I haven't seen this one mentioned: Bunnicula, by James Howe.  Great stuff.
>
>The book has two sequels.  "Howliday Inn" is not about vampires, but about
>lycanthropes.  The other, however, deals with the effects of vampirism
>upon the victims: "The Celery Stalks at Midnight".

There's a brand new one out, "Nighty-Nightmare".  I'll second the
recommendation for them.  You should all immediately rush out and have
children so you've an excuse to read these.

------------------------------

Date: 11 Nov 90 11:37:59 GMT
From: seanf@sco.com (Sean Fagan)
Subject: More Vampires

I don't know if this has been mentioned yet, but all of the Vlad Taltos
books, by Steven Brust, have at least one vampire in them: Sethra Lavode.

We never hear of her drinking blood, or anything like that, but we are told
that she is "cold" (_Jhereg_: "She gave me a warm-despite-the-cold kiss";
the inspiration for naming my pet boa constrictor Sethra), and that she is
undead.  (As well as around 200k years old!!!!)

Sean Eric Fagan
(408) 458-1422 
seanf@sco.COM  
uunet!sco!seanf

------------------------------

Date: 5 Nov 90 22:24:00 GMT
From: DECNET@crnlgsm.bitnet
Subject: re: avoids

What about the race of bird/insect related that appears in _Darkness Falls
from the Air_ (or some such title) by James Tiptree Jr.?  Also, the two
books by Laurie Marks (_Delan the Mislaid_ and _The Moonbane Mage_) feature
a species called Aeries who though not explicitly related/descended from
birds, are winged.

A.M.B

------------------------------

Date: 5 Nov 90 23:43:46 GMT
From: CANNING@intellicorp.com (Janet Canning)
Subject: avoids

I read a young adults novel by Le Guin and the title had something to do
with water.  The Twins basically mess with one of Mom's experiments and get
pitched back in time to before the big flood.  There were some interesting
critters and these winged arch-angels, or something and they mate with
humans to create stranger half-lings.  I was a little dissappointed because
I liked the Time Trilogy books, but this was a let down.

------------------------------

Date: 6 Nov 90 03:27:03 GMT
From: dzweig@rnd.gba.nyu.edu (Dani Zweig)
Subject: Re: avoids

CANNING@INTELLICORP.COM (Janet Canning):
>I read a young adults novel by Le Guinn and the title had something to do
>with water.  The Twins basically mess with one of Mom's experiments and
>get pitched back in time to before the big flood.

Not Le Guin.  "Many Waters" is by L'Engle.

------------------------------

Date: 6 Nov 90 15:25:37 GMT
From: gwilliam@crc.ac.uk (Gary Williams x3294)
Subject: Re: avioids...

More intelligent avioids:
The "Gubru" in David Brin's "The Uplift War"

The unnamed flying humanoids inhabiting the mountainous wall-regions of the
Ring in Niven's "The Ringworld Engineers"

Gary Williams
G.Williams@crc.ac.uk

------------------------------
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                      Feist (3 msgs) & Request & Black Trillium
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Date: 12 Nov 90 23:16:43 GMT
From: Dan_Bloch@transarc.com
Subject: Re: Piers Anthony's early works

hikaru%halcyon.uucp@seattleu.edu (Richard Barrett) writes:
> sd1r+@andrew.cmu.edu (Sridhar Dasari) writes:
>> Wondering what stuff I should read of Piers Anthony.  Most people on net
>> seem to think that his earlier stuff is much better than the more modern
>> garbage he puts out.  So, which of the earlier stuff is any good?
>
> Chthon, his first, is excellent. That would definitely be one to go
>after. 

I assume this is either an error or meant as a joke.  Chthon is bad beyond
my powers of description.  _Sos the Rope_, his first, is quite good.  It
can be found as the first third of _Battle Circle_.  The other two parts
aren't as good.

_A Spell for Chameleon_, the first Xanth book, won awards and deserved
them.  Others of the early Xanth books are also good.  I liked _Ogre,
Ogre_, and _Night Mare_ especially.

A lot of people like _Macroscope_.

Then there was one I remember liking called _Rings of Ice_, but it's so far
out of print that Anthony's forgotten he ever wrote it.  (At least that's
the only reason I can think of for him not reissuing it, he's brought back
everything else no matter how bad.)

Dan Bloch
dan@transarc.com

------------------------------

Date: 9 Nov 90 04:32:00 GMT
From: CL115826@ulkyvx.bitnet (MICHAEL LERNER)
Subject: Nightfall  (Asimov)

My apologies if this has been brought up before.

Has anyone read the new Asimovean collaboration, Nightfall?  How is it?
Better than the original short story?  SendE-mail if possible.

Mike

------------------------------

Date: 13 Nov 90 17:37:27 GMT
From: HYD@psuvm.psu.edu
Subject: James P. Blaylock

   A couple of years ago I discovered a "new" SF/Fantasy writer named James
P. Blaylock. After reading " The Digging Leviathan" I was hooked on
Blaylock's often quirky mix of science, pseudo-science and outright
fantasy. His unusual characters are some of the most entertaining I've yet
run across in my reading.  Are there any more Blaylock fans out there? If
so, prehaps you could answer a few questions for me.

   Blaylock often quotes the poems of Ashbless, but Ashbless also shows up
as a character in some of his books. Ashbless also shows up in a book by
Tim Powers (who's name also shows up in Blaylock books). Is Ashbless a
pen-name for Blaylock, for Powers? Could Powers be a pen-name for Blaylock?
( I think not since one of Blaylock's books is dedicated to Tim and
Sarenna(sp?) Powers.  

Finally, here is a list of the Blaylock books I've been able to find, does
anyone know of any titles I might have missed?

   The Digging Leviathan
   The Elevan Ship
   The Disappearing Dwarf
   The Stone Giant
   Homunculus

   I have another paperback by Blaylock, who's title I can't remember right
now. It's plot is simular to that of "Something Wicked This Way Comes".
  Titles I've heard of but haven't been able to find:

   The Road to Blumunia (sp?)
   Axolotl Double A Plus

   If you know of any titles I've left out or where I might get a copy of
either of the last two books, please send a note or post a reply.

Thanks in advance.

Paul

------------------------------

Date: 13 Nov 90 22:30:47 GMT
From: rxcjm@minyos.xx.rmit.oz.au (John Mazzocchi)
Subject: Re: James P. Blaylock

HYD@psuvm.psu.edu writes:
>    Blaylock often quotes the poems of Ashbless, but Ashbless also shows
>up as a character is some of his books. Ashbless also shows up in a book
>by Tim Powers (who's name also shows up in Blaylock books). Is Ashbless a
>pen-name for Blaylock, for Powers? Could Powers be a pen-name for
>Blaylock? ( I think not since one of Blaylock's books is dedicated to Tim
>ans Sarenna(sp?) Powers.  

There was an article recently in the fanzine "Strange Plasma" which had an
interview with Tim Powers.  Apparently, William Ashbless is a fictional
character invented by Powers and Blaylock (who are friends) [and I think
K.W. Jeter] going back to their college days together, or whatever. They
both use the character; it's a sort of ongoing joke with them.

------------------------------

Date: 13 Nov 90 15:54:33 GMT
From: kc2w+@andrew.cmu.edu (Kevin J. Chen)
Subject: Ray Bradbury

I am surprised to hear little or no discussion about Ray Bradbury who must
be (IMHO) one of the greatest science-fiction short story writers of all
time.  I find his stories entertaining for their terseness, their humor,
and for the wonderful plot twists that he manages to inject into his
stories.

My favorite short stories have got to be "The Rocket Man" and "The Toynbee
Convector", although I think the rest of his works are marvelous as well
(Fahrenheit 451 was the first Bradbury I ever read, and I have been a fan
ever since).

Has anyone read Bradbury's new book (is it Hollywood Graveyard?)  I'm
debating whether to buy the book now or wait until it comes out in
paperback.

Kevin
kc2w+@andrew.cmu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 12 Nov 90 19:13:25 GMT
From: eppstein@ics.uci.edu (David Eppstein)
Subject: Phoenix, Brokedown Palace, and the gods

At one point Verra says some throwaway line about "before the Jenoine".
Did anyone else get the impression that this implied that humans (i.e.
easterners) were the original inhabitants of Dragaera?

Also, as others have asked, what happened in Brokedown Palace?  There are
some pretty explicit lines about "screams of a dying goddess".  But maybe a
dead goddess is not annihilated, merely transformed (as in the case of
Bolk, who seems some sort of tribal horse god and therefore more
appropriate to Fenario than Verra, the exemplar of Faerie magic).

David Eppstein
Info & Computer Science
UC Irvine
eppstein@ics.uci.edu

------------------------------

Date: 13 Nov 90 00:45:56 GMT
From: rbaines@umaxc.weeg.uiowa.edu (Robert Baines)
Subject: Re: Phoenix, Brokedown Palace, and the gods

eppstein@ics.uci.edu (David Eppstein) writes:
> Also, as others have asked, what happened in Brokedown Palace?  There are
> some pretty explicit lines about "screams of a dying goddess".  But maybe
> a dead goddess is not annihilated, merely transformed (as in the case of
> Bolk, who seems some sort of tribal horse god and therefore more
> appropriate to Fenario than Verra, the exemplar of Faerie magic).

I remember Verra screaming before she disappeared, but I don't remember it
being attributed to a "dying" goddess.  I could be wrong.  However, it is
definitely the opinion of all the humans in Brokedown Palace that Verra has
been slain.
 
I don't agree with this, they could easily have been mistaken, how much
would they know about what it takes to kill a god.  Also, Bolk always used
the word "destroy" when referring to what was planned for the goddess.
Destroying her presence in Fenario.

------------------------------

Date: 13 Nov 90 20:01:36 GMT
From: fmayhar@hermes.ladc.bull.com (Frank Mayhar)
Subject: Re: Phoenix, Brokedown Palace, and the gods

eppstein@ics.uci.edu (David Eppstein) writes:
> At one point Verra says some throwaway line about "before the Jenoine".
> Did anyone else get the impression that this implied that humans (i.e.
> easterners) were the original inhabitants of Dragaera?

Hmm.  I don't remember.  I'll have to go back and look.  On a related note,
did anyone else get the impression that Verra _is_ a Jenoine?

> Also, as others have asked, what happened in Brokedown Palace?  There are
> some pretty explicit lines about "screams of a dying goddess".

It's been my understanding that all of the Vlad Taltos books so far take
place much earlier than _Brokedown_Palace_.  Proof: Devera isn't born yet,
and Verra is still alive.  Hmmm.  I wonder how Vlad would react to the
death of Verra.  I wonder how it affected the Dragaerans, if at all.

> But maybe a dead goddess is not annihilated, merely transformed (as in
> the case of Bolk, who seems some sort of tribal horse god and therefore
> more appropriate to Fenario than Verra, the exemplar of Faerie magic).

No, it was my distinct impression that Verra died, outright.

Frank Mayhar
Bull HN Information Systems Inc.
Los Angeles Development Center
5250 W. Century Blvd.
LA, CA  90045
(213) 216-6241
fmayhar@hermes.ladc.bull.com
..!{uunet,hacgate}!ladcgw!fmayhar

------------------------------

Date: 14 Nov 90 04:44:15 GMT
From: Ewan.Tempero@comp.vuw.ac.nz (Ewan Tempero)
Subject: Re: Phoenix, Brokedown Palace, and the gods

fmayhar@hermes.ladc.bull.com (Frank Mayhar) writes:
> It's been my understanding that all of the Vlad Taltos books so far take
> place much earlier than _Brokedown_Palace_.  Proof: Devera isn't born
> yet, and Verra is still alive.  Hmmm.  I wonder how Vlad would react to
> the death of Verra.  I wonder how it affected the Dragaerans, if at all.

Actually, someone ask Brust this (he was on the net when Brokedown Palace
came out) and his reply was something like "That's never bothered her" to
the comment that Brokedown Palace must come afterwards because Devera is
alive. I think he may have even confired that Brokedown Palace comes before
the Vlad stories.

Ewan
Department of Computer Science
Victoria University of Wellington
P.O. Box 600
Wellington, New Zealand
+64 4 715328 x8069
ewan@comp.vuw.ac.nz	

------------------------------

Date: 12 Nov 90 13:22:08 GMT
From: DWATKIN@liverpool.ac.uk (David Watkin)
Subject: Stephen Donaldson

For all the fans of Stephen Donaldson, he has just released a new book
called _The Gap Into Conflict: The Real Story_.  It is a science fiction
story set in the future, although I don't know much more than that.  It is
available in the UK in hardback.

David Watkin

------------------------------

Date: 12 Nov 90 22:22:33 GMT
From: HEROY@lsuvm.bitnet (Paul Heroy)
Subject: Servant of the Empire

Here's another update on my reactions to Servant of the Empire.

Synopsis: Wait for the paperback, don't waste your money on the hardback.

*** Possible Spoilers ***

I made a posting oh, maybe 3 weeks ago when I was about halfway through
SotE. I'm just about finished now, which definitely says something. I kept
thinking to myself that it was going to get better and more interesting
Real Soon Now, but I have about 40 pages left and it just really hasn't.
I'm pretty disappointed in the book. I think it's a good example of
'trilogy-itis' where the middle book is just carrying things over to the
conclusion of the story, and was written in response to a book that sold
well. When I finished Daughter of the Empire (which I thoroughly enjoyed),
there were things I felt could be followed up, but I had no sense of
urgency about it. That book was cohesive and told a good story.

In contrast, SotE is not very cohesive at all. (Before continuing, I'll
admit that the fact I initially didn't have time to read it more than a
chapter at a time may have something to do with that.) Things happen to the
characters, and we lurch around from one scene to another, and Mara grows
in power, and she gets romantically entangled and politically entangled and
the whole damn story just meanders around. It seems story threads get
picked up and dropped all over the place, and though the major lines do at
least get finished off, there's just not a feeling of tension.  A case in
point: in what has to be one of the worst battle scenes I've ever read
(this book has many of those), Mara's entourage is attacked by two
different groups in the Acoma apartment at the Imperial Palace. All the
narrative tells us is how Kevin, her Midkemian lover, keeps performing
incredible feats at exactly the right time, or someone else happens to do
the right/wrong at just the right/wrong time etc. It has the feel of 'the
good guys have to win or the book stops here, so we'll just have this and
this happen.' Unfortunately, much of the book has that feel. I don't know
if this is due to the collaborative nature of the book, but suspect so.

I wasn't expecting this book, but I did expect to enjoy it, and it's one of
the few books lately that I've had an urge to put down so I could pick up
one of the 60 or so other books I have laying around to read. I guess I'll
still read Mistress of the Empire when it comes out, though the enthusiasm
level won't be nearly as high. Maybe they'll finish with a bang.

Paul Heroy
Louisiana State University  
Internet: heroy@lsuvm.sncc.lsu.edu
BITNET: HEROY@LSUVM

------------------------------

Date: 13 Nov 90 00:34:21 GMT
From: haste+@andrew.cmu.edu (Dani Zweig)
Subject: Servant of the Empire

"Servant of the Empire", by Raymond Feist and Janny Wurts, is the sequel to
"Daughter of the Empire".  It's a good book, but there's no point in
reading it if you haven't read DotE.  Both are set in the universe of
Feist's "Magician" trilogy, taking place on Kelewan during the events
which that trilogy chronicles on Midkemia.

Kelewan is a land whose culture is vaguely Japanese and whose politics are
exceedingly Byzantine.  "Daughter of the Empire" chronicled the early years
of the rule of a lady whose family has almost lost its struggle for
survival.  "Servant of the Empire" continues this chronicle.  It's not as
good, and it's not as plausible, especially the ending but, if you enjoyed
Daughter you will probably want to read Servant.  (And if you haven't read
Daughter, what are you waiting for?)  Three stars out of five.

Dani Zweig
haste+@andrew.cmu.edu 

------------------------------

Date: 13 Nov 90 02:14:16 GMT
From: smoot@woodstock.berkeley.edu (Stephen R. Smoot)
Subject: Re: Servant of the Empire  (tiny spoilers)

HEROY@lsuvm.BITNET (Paul Heroy) writes:
> A case in point: in what has to be one of the worst battle scenes I've
> ever read (this book has many of those), Mara's entourage is attacked by
> two different groups in the Acoma apartment at the Imperial Palace. All
> the narrative tells us is how Kevin, her Midkemian lover, keeps
> performing incredible feats at exactly the right time, or someone else
> happens to do the right/wrong at just the right/wrong time etc. It has
> the feel of 'the good guys have to win or the book stops here, so we'll
> just have this and this happen.' Unfortunately, much of the book has that
> feel. I don't know if this is due to the collaborative nature of the
> book, but suspect so.

Actually this just aboust sums up my impressions of the previous book.
Everywhere everything happens just right to save/promote Mara's grand
schemes, she earns little of what she gains, she is just lucky.

------------------------------

Date: 6 Nov 90 23:10:00 GMT
From: AROBISCH@drew.bitnet
Subject: Searching for a sf story

Question: I remember the content of the first paragraph and basic plot of a
short story.  I forgot the title and author.  Can any of you help?  The
story begins with a group of spaceships heading out into deep space.
Aboard one of them is a lead coffin.  Then the story flashes back, working
up to the lead coffin.  The protagonist saves the world from space-based
nuclear missiles by ruining the plutonium thingamajiggies in the warheads,
by hand.  Thus he dies from radiation poisoning, and is put in a lead
coffin.  This is an extremely good story as I recall.  Anyone know the
story?

------------------------------

Date: 8 Nov 90 17:31:58 GMT
From: svissag@hubcap.clemson.edu (Steve L Vissage II)
Subject: I have read a book without flaw

It is called "Black Trillium", and it was written by Marion Zimmer Bradley,
Julian May, and Andre Norton.  I picked it up because of the stunningly
beautiful cover, and because of Julian May's name.  I kept reading it
because I was searching for something, anything, that was out of place.  I
found no such thing.

This is truly a book without flaw.  I wouldn't lie about such a thing.
 
It is a flawless example of how NOT TO WRITE A NOVEL.
 
If you don't get it, I hated the book.  The characters were one
dimensional, the writing was bland and superficial, the plot was boring and
mostly predictable.  (I say "mostly" predictable because some of it was so
stupid you wouldn't think any professional writer would put it in a book.)
I've never read anything by Bradley or Norton, and if this is any example
of their work, I don't think I ever will.  I'm ashamed for May that she had
her name on this drivel.

I've never trashed a book like this before, so don't discount this as the
ravings of a cynical little bastard who wouldn't know art if it was painted
on him.  I've read some real pulp, like Piers Anthony, but at least his
stuff is saved from complete ignominy by being somewhat humorous.  "Black
Trillium" has no saving graces whatsoever.  Well, except the cover, but
we can't count that as part of the novel.

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
***********************

1, resent,,
Summary-line: 14-Nov  overs-request@rutgers.edu  #SF-LOVERS Digest   V15 #388
Received: by elbereth.rutgers.edu (5.59/SMI4.0/RU1.4/3.08) 
	id AA24046; Wed, 14 Nov 90 09:05:05 EST
Date: Wed, 14 Nov 90 09:05:05 EST
Message-Id: <9011141405.AA24046@elbereth.rutgers.edu>
From: Saul Jaffe (The Moderator) <sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu>
Sender: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu
Errors-To: sf-lovers-errors@rutgers.edu
To: SFLOVERS-RECIPIENTS
Subject: SF-LOVERS Digest   V15 #388
Reply-To: SF-LOVERS@rutgers.edu

*** EOOH ***
Date: Wed, 14 Nov 90 09:05:05 EST
From: Saul Jaffe (The Moderator) <sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu>
Sender: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu
To: SFLOVERS-RECIPIENTS
Subject: SF-LOVERS Digest   V15 #388
Reply-To: SF-LOVERS@rutgers.edu


SF-LOVERS Digest          Wednesday, 14 Nov 1990      Volume 15 : Issue 388

Today's Topics:

	     Books - Kay & McCaffrey & McKiernan & Prattchat &
                     Rawn (2 msgs) & Rice & Stasheff (2 msgs) &
                     The Ultimate Guide To Science Fiction &
                     Logan's Run (2 msgs) & Answers (2 msgs) & 
                     Request
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Date: 13 Nov 90 00:25:15 GMT
From: haste+@andrew.cmu.edu (Dani Zweig)
Subject: Tigana

"Tigana", by Guy Gavriel Kay, is set in a small land which was conquered
and partitioned by two rival invaders.  Now, a generation later, a plot to
free that land is unfolding.  It is a plot which must unseat both the
invaders, because if one falls, there will remain no check on the power of
the other.

The most informative way to evaluate this book might be to compare it to
Kay's previous work: The Fionavar Tapestry.  I'd rate Tigana as being a bit
better crafted, albeit a bit less fun to read.  The Fionavar Tapestry was
High Fantasy, with Great Doings, Great Magics, and the Fate of the
Multiverse at stake.  The scope of Tigana is far more limited.  What is at
stake is the political and cultural future of one isolated land and it
turns out that viable and honorable alternatives to the plot do exist,
relatively small magics are used, and then only seldom, there are few Great
Doings, and such battles as are fought are fought largely off-stage.

Rather, and to a far greater extent than in The Fionavar Tapestry, the
focus is on the characters: how they develop, what conquest does to them,
what rebellion does to them.  Such a focus doesn't make for as *exciting* a
book but it makes for one which is almost as good.  Four stars out of five.

Dani Zweig
haste+@andrew.cmu.edu 

------------------------------

Date: 12 Nov 90 00:33:24 GMT
From: haste+@andrew.cmu.edu (Dani Zweig)
Subject: The Rowan

Over thirty years ago, Anne MacCaffrey wrote a twenty-page story titled
"Lady in the Tower".  Like so much of her work, it was a romance, strictly
adhering to formula, with science-fictional props.

In "The Rowan", this story has been expanded to novel length by the
infusion of three hundred pages of candy floss.  The story is still the
same - poor little tele-younameit finally find the equally powerful
tele-younameit who is her one true love, except that every nuance now gets
a chapter of background and a chapter of expansion.  There's still only a
short-story's worth of substance.  The rest is not the worst mind-candy,
but is quite lacking in whatever it is that minds use for nutrition.

Don't buy this book in hardcover.  If you must read it, wait till it's out
in paperback or, better still, borrow it from a friend or, best of all,
borrow it from the library.  One and a half stars out of five.

Dani Zweig
haste+@andrew.cmu.edu 

------------------------------

Date: 12 Nov 90 22:17:21 GMT
From: HEROY@lsuvm.bitnet (Paul Heroy)
Subject: Dennis McKiernan

I started the first book of DM's trilogy (named, I think, The Dark Tide)
but just couldn't work up very much interest in it. It may have just
started slowly.  A friend of mine later made that claim and said it got
much better.  Anyway, I read maybe half at most and put it down. I do know
that many people like his most recent work, Dragondoom, so maybe DM is
improving. Since I haven't read anything other that that first half of his
first book, I really can't say much else.

Paul Heroy        
Louisiana State University  
BITNET: HEROY@LSUVM
Internet: heroy@lsuvm.sncc.lsu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 12 Nov 90 01:07:46 GMT
From: haste+@andrew.cmu.edu (Dani Zweig)
Subject: Good Omens

"Good Omens", by Neil Gaiman and Terry Pratchett, is subtitled "The Nice
and Accurate Prophecies of Agnes Nutter, Witch."  (Agnes Nutter, by the
way, left behind a book of four thousand completely accurate prophecies.
Needless to say, it didn't sell a single copy.  But then, she knew it
wouldn't.)  Among the Prophecies are those relating to the End of the
World, which is now at hand.  Meanwhile, Crowley and Aziraphale have been
on Earth doing evil and good (respectively) for six thousand years, and
have come to feel very much at home.  So when they get The Word that time
is up, neither is overly enthusiastic.  In fact, they just might be willing
to try for a Postponement.

To read this book is to know it for Terry Pratchett's (Gaiman's influence
is not obvious): Almost every scene is funny, sometimes hilarious, with the
kind of Pratchett humor that allows the description 'understated' even as
cream pies are flying and banana peels are being slipped upon.  But the
novel as a whole is not particularly coherent, servng primarily as a
vehicle for those scenes.  I'd give this book three stars out of five -
definitely worth reading, but not worth fainting in coils over.  

Dani Zweig
haste@andrew.cmu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 12 Nov 90 23:32:41 GMT
From: sd1r+@andrew.cmu.edu (Sridhar Dasari)
Subject: Re: Melanie Rawn's new book

>I think a case can be made for Rawn being one of the greatest fantasy
>writers of the past twenty years- _at_least_. Anyone agree/disagree?

Well, I don't know about one of the GREATEST of the past twenty years.
I've read all three of the Dragon Prince series, and while they were all
written very well, I wouldn't call them great.  I enjoyed all three of them
very much, but I was not very impressed by any of them.  She creates a
viable mix of politics, romance, and fantasy, but does not have many
original ideas.  Her characterization is very good, and her plots are
mostly realistic.  I thought Sunrunner's Fire left the reader hanging at
the end of the book.  I hope she continues to explore the acts of Andry,
Lord of Sunrunner's Keep, who is basically a good person, yet approaches
the potential problem of sorcerers the absolute wrong way.  Her mix of
fantasy and politics intrigued me, and I'm reminded of the European
nobility in the 1400-1800s when she discusses who's going to marry whom.

Being the soft-hearted romantic that I am, I really wanted Pol to marry his
childhood red-haired friend (name escapes me right now).  I have to side
with Sioned on this issue.  That empty beautiful girl that Pol marries will
be absolutely useless in court politics; however, Rohan might be right when
he said that some rulers (like him) need a wife to rule jointly with, while
others (Pol) might be able to accept the total burden on themselves.  Just
some of my random musings.

Sridhar H. Dasari

------------------------------

Date: 13 Nov 90 04:07:41 GMT
From: 6600lysa@ucsbuxa.ucsb.edu (usagi)
Subject: Re: Melanie Rawn's new book

sd1r+@andrew.cmu.edu (Sridhar Dasari) writes:
>I thought Sunrunner's Fire left the reader hanging at the end of the end
>of the book

Sunrunner's Fire was origionally supposed to have been a much longer book,
but the publisher decided that people would not buy anything that long (I
think it was supposed to be even longer than the previous two!)  So it was
split into two books; the second I assume is Strong- hold.  I haven't read
it yet, so I don't know how well it fits with the rest of the series.
Also, the publisher wanted to release her books in hardcover first (hey,
they are in this to make money, first and foremostly.)

>Being the soft-hearted romantic that I am, I really wanted Pol to marry
>his childhood red-haired friend (name escapes me right now).

Sionell.  Named in honor of Sioned.

Melinda Miller
6600lysa@ucsbuxa.ucsb.edu

------------------------------

Date: 13 Nov 90 01:38:12 GMT
From: rtravsky@outlaw.uwyo.edu (Richard W Travsky)
Subject: New Anne Rice Book?

I was listening to a Denver FM station this morning and caught the tail end
of some ad saying Anne Rice would be in town for autographs and plugging
her "new book".  New Book?  Anyone have any more info?

------------------------------

Date: 13 Nov 90 05:48:59 GMT
From: jacobs@freezer.it.udel.edu (Mike Jacobs)
Subject: Stasheff's Warlock Series

While reading Stasheff's Warlock series, getting to the third book, _The
Warlock Unlocked_, one notices that something has definitely been skipped.
There are direct references to events that did not occur in the two
previous books.

What's the deal?  are there unpublished Warlock stories?  or were these
events deleted from the original _King Kobold_ when he re-wrote it into
_King Kobold Revived_?

Mike J

------------------------------

Date: 13 Nov 90 20:39:42 GMT
From: jacobs@freezer.it.udel.edu (Mike Jacobs)
Subject: Re: Stasheff's Warlock Series

>>While reading Stasheff's Warlock series, getting to the third book, _The
>>Warlock Unlocked_, one notices that something has definitely been
>>skipped.  There are direct references to events that did not occur in the
>>two previous books.
>
>Put in a few examples so we can see what you're talking about.

In chapter 5:

Right after being sent to the other universe, Rob says to Gwen, "You
watched me being sent through that time-machine in McAran's lab once,
right?"

And a little later:

"Can Fess 'talk' across time, Papa?" Magnus asked quietly.
"Well, we tried it once, and it worked -- but Doc, uh, Dr. McAran wasd
lending us a time-machine's beam, then."

None of that stuff happened in either 'In Spite or in 'Kobold Revived.

Mike J

------------------------------

Date: 8 Nov 90 10:21:27 GMT
From: eesshlgb@gdr.bath.ac.uk (S H L G Bisson)
Subject: "The Ultimate Guide To Science Fiction": a mini review
				     
		  "The Ultimate Guide To Science Fiction"
			       David Pringle
			       Grafton Books

How can you review a book that is composed of over 3000 plot
synopses/reviews of most of the SF published in the UK (with some US) in
the 1970s and 80s?  I'm not sure if it is possible. I agreed with some of
the comments, and disagreed with others, but as Mr. Pringle mentions in his
introduction, that's part of the fun of a book like this.

Mr. Pringle edits "Interzone", and was able to draw on the reviewers from
his magazine to aid him in the gigantic task he set himself with this
volume.

The overall feel? A good book, not an "Ultimate Guide", more a "Hitchiker's
Guide" to be dipped into, or to be taken along to that second hand bookshop
or dealer's stall. For reference purposes, it can be used in conjunction
with Aldiss and Wingrove's "Trillion Year Spree" (they fit nicely together
on a bookshelf!).

To sum up: a recommended purchase, and a good guide to a fair proportion of
the SF available at present. However, it is not really effective as a work
of reference, but is more a complement to historical and critical works.

Simon Bisson

------------------------------

Date: 8 Nov 90 20:29:38 GMT
From: 06davis@ac.dal.ca
Subject: LOGAN'S RUN

   Years ago I saw what I considered to be an incredibly poor movie -
Logan's Run. Since then I was persuaded to read the book by William F.
Nolan and George Clayton Johnson by a friend of mine. I was incredibly
drawn into the plot and became exceedingly sympathetic to the main
characters much more so than I find with most SCI FI books these days. I
have tried to pawn off the book to my girlfriend, however she will have
nothing to do with it. I was just wondering, does anybody else out there
share my passion for this book, or am I the only one?

   I'd love to hear from you!

Davis Bennett

------------------------------

Date: 13 Nov 90 00:43:00 GMT
From: PSYCHO@ksuvm.ksu.edu (Scott)
Subject: Logan's Run

Anyone out there know of a book which is analagous to the Star Trek
Companion for Logan's Run ?  I'm looking for plot summaries primarily.

Thanks much!

Scott Frank
PSYCHO@KSUVM.KSU.EDU
PSYCHO@KSUVM

------------------------------

Date: 7 Nov 90 05:03:59 GMT
From: csusac!potter@csufres.csufresno.edu (Carl Kolchak)
Subject: "THE LONG WATCH"

AROBISCH@drew.BITNET writes:
> Question: I remember the content of the first paragraph and basic plot of
> a short story.  I forgot the title and author.  Can any of you help?  The
> story begins with a group of spaceships heading out into deep space.
> Aboard one of them is a lead coffin.  Then the story flashes back,
> working up to the lead coffin.  The protagonist saves the world from
> space-based nuclear missiles by ruining the plutonium thingamajiggies in
> the warheads, by hand.  Thus he dies from radiation poisoning, and is put
> in a lead coffin.  This is an extremely good story as I recall.  Anyone
> know the story?

I should hope to shout, it's a good story.  Try "THE LONG WATCH," by Robert
Anson Heinlein, of whom you may have heard.  You can find it in his "Future
History" series, collected in "THE PAST THROUGH TOMORROW," or in either
"THE MAN WHO SOLD THE MOON" or "THE GREEN HILLS OF EARTH;" I misremember
which, offhand, since it's been a couple of decades since I read them.

If you check out one of his so-called juvenile novels, "SPACE CADET,"
you'll find that the central character of "THE LONG WATCH" becomes one of
the patron saints of the international peace-keeping patrol; he even has
his own personal diorama at one of the four major compass points in the
Academy's Museum.

------------------------------

Date: 11 Nov 90 03:42:56 GMT
From: brianm@earthquake.berkeley.edu (Brian Markenson)
Subject: Re: Summary of Thieves titles

  Here is the summary of the answers that I received for my request for
novels featuring theivish type characters and rogues.  Thanks to
dana@chaos.cs.brandeis.edu (Dana Goldblatt) and OPERO@CCM.UMANITOBA.CA
(James Currie) for bringing many new books to my attention (as well as
contributing greatly to the original list). Also thanks to
grant@portia.stanford.edu (Grant Kalinowski) for pointing out an error in
my listing of Stephen Brust's novels, and jj@alice.att.com (JJ) for another
addition to the list.
  Again, thank you to all who answered my request and contributed to this
list.  I do appreciate it.  Please remember, additions are always welcome,
so if you have a character that you know of that is not on this list, feel
free to mail me at "brianm@ocf.Berkeley.EDU".  Thanks again.


Stephen Leigh:        Slow Fall to Dawn
                      _____  _____ the Dark Lady
                      A Quiet of Stone 
                      (Michael Kaufman informs me that this is a trilogy, 
                      but he does not know the name of the second book)

Roger Zelazny:        Jack of Shadows
                      This Immortal
                      Lord of Light

Walter Jon Williams:  The Crown Jewels
                      House of Shards

Alexei Panshin:       nthony Villiers series

George Alec Effinger: When Gravity Fails
                      A Fire in the Sun
 
Stephen Brust:        Jhereg
	              Yendi
	              Teckla
	              Taltos
	              Phoenix

Fritz Leiber:         Fafrhd and the Gray Mouser

Margaret Weiss &      Simpkin (The Darksword Trilogy)
  Tracy Hickman:      Tasslehoff Burrfoot (The Dragonlance Saga) 
	
Raymond E. Feist:     Jimmy the Hand (The Riftwar Saga)
	
Robert Asprin:        Hanse Shadowspawn (Thieves' World)
  (editor)

David Eddings:        Silk (The Belgariad)

Mickey Reichart(sp?): Godslayer
                      Shadow Climber
                      Dragon Master

Jack Vance:           The Dying Earth series and "[from the
                      recommendation that I received] anything by Jack
                      Vance" 

Gary Gygax:           Gord the Rogue series (continued by a different
                      author) 

Daniel keys Moran:    The Long Run

Spider Robinson:      Mindkiller

Donald Westlake:      Bank Shot
                      Jimmy the Kid
                      Good Behavior
                      Nobody's Perfect
                      etc.  (I'm not sure these are SF)

Tanith Lee:           Night's Master
                      Delusion's Master
                      Cyrion (and others)

CJ Cherryh:           Serpent's Reach

M. O'Shea:            Nifft the Lean

Alan Dean Foster:     The Man Who Used the Universe

Jo Clayton:           Drinker of Souls

Harry Harrison:       To the Stars Trilogy
                      The Stainless Steel Rat series                       

Michael Moorcock:     The Elric of Melnibone series

  dana@chaos.cs.brandeis.edu also mentioned Lawrence Block as a non-SF
writer that writes these types of characters.

Again, I'd like to thank everyone who contributed to this list.  And again,
I'd like to point out that I am certainly receptive to additions to this
list.  Thanks again!


Brian Markenson
brianm@ocf.Berkeley.EDU

------------------------------

Date: 7 Nov 90 14:53:24 GMT
From: Dan_Bloch@transarc.com
Subject: Short story ID request

I read two short stories, I think in _Galaxy_ in the early seventies.

The heroine was a fairly engaging young woman who was a mercenary for some
reason.  In the first story, all the other mercenaries have gone on strike,
and are playing Capture the Flag on some jungle planet.  She gets sent
there, and is so good at it that they all get bored and decide to go back
to real work.

In the second story, it turns out she is actually a mutant, in fact the
next step on the evolutionary ladder.  Nothing major - a little smarter,
maybe faster or stronger.  Slow-develping so she looks younger than she is.
And perhaps telepathic, but only among her own kind.  And her nose was bony
instead of cartilaginous.  This was important for some reason.  The plot
involves the fact that there are a few others like her, including one guy,
and one older woman who steals him, and one younger guy who we only find
out about right at the end.

Sure, they sounds silly, but I enjoyed them back when.  I thought they were
bound to get expanded to a novel, but they never did.  Anybody recognize
them?

Dan Bloch
dan@transarc.com

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	     Television - Star Blazers (4 msgs) & Red Dwarf &
                          Star Wars TV Special (5 msgs) & 
                          Star Trek (5 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 9 Nov 90 19:45:00 GMT
From: J_DELANO@unhh.bitnet
Subject: Star Blazers

   Does anybody here have anything to say about "Star Blazers" aka
"Starcruiser Yamato"?  Like when it's on (if it is, anymore) and where, and
who wrote it, and who composed the music.

------------------------------

Date: 10 Nov 90 20:26:37 GMT
From: aboisvert@amherst.bitnet
Subject: Re: Star Blazers

I watched it as a kid, and have always heard outrageous rumors about it,
such as that it was heavily cut for American release.  A pretty goofy idea,
turning a wrecked battleship into a starcruiser, but that's the kind of
show it was.  Let me know anything you find out.

Tony

------------------------------

Date: 11 Nov 90 23:00:05 GMT
From: bleys@tronsbox.xei.com (Bill Cavanaugh)
Subject: Re: Star Blazers

About Starblazers, et. al.: I'm sure there's a "JapAnimation" (hey, *I*
didn't make it up!) club at Rutgers.  Back when I was going there, in the
late seventies/early eighties, there was a RABID group of people, some of
whom went so far as to learn Japanese just to understand the dialog.  This
stuff brings out strong feelings, for some reason.

I'm NOT an expert, and not much of a fan, but it was interesting to see
what they'd cut.  When ship was blown up, bodies were seen flying through
space in the original, and that kind of stuff was deemed a Bad Thing to
show kids here.

DON'T send me requests for info, please.  I haven't seen or heard from any
of those people in seven or eight years.

Bill Cavanaugh
uunet!tronsbox!bleys

------------------------------

Date: 11 Nov 90 21:37:13 GMT
From: hikaru@halcyon.wa.com
Subject: Re: Star Blazers

It's no longer on, but the entire series is available on videotape. It's
advertised in animag quite frequently.  Who wrote it: I think Reiji
Matsumote did the character designs and wrote the original series.

Richard Barrett

------------------------------

Date: 13 Nov 90 16:04:56 GMT
From: savagewe@infonode.ingr.com (Bill Savage)
Subject: Red Dwarf Info Needed

Hi!

Does anyone have any information: episode guide, plot synopses, reviews,
etc.  about the British sci-fi show Red Dwarf?  I just got the first season
from a good friend (Hi Neal!) and really like it!  I publish a fan club
newsletter, and would like to let the club know about this show.  Please
send me anything you have.

Thanks a lot!

Bill Savage
uunet!ingr!infonode!b15!savagewe!wes
uunet!ingr!infonode!savagewe

------------------------------

Date: 12 Nov 90 16:35:07 GMT
From: LPR100@psuvm.psu.edu (LARRY ROSSI)
Subject: Chewbacca TV Special

  Does anybody remember the TV special that aired about 10 years ago that
inclu ded Chewbacca and his family along with other cast members from the
motion picture "STAR WARS"? I barely remember this and would like to know
if anyone knows if it is possible to acquire it via videotape. I think it
only aired once, but I 'm not sure. Any other news will be greatly
appreciated. Thanks in advance.

Ed Weiland
LPR100@psuvm.psu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 13 Nov 90 07:17:20 GMT
From: boyajian@ruby.dec.com (Cisco's Buddy)
Subject: Re: Chewbacca TV Special

Yes, I remember it. It was pretty bad, for the most part. It was called
something like THE STAR WARS HOLIDAY SPECIAL. As I recall, it must've aired
in the autumn prior to the release of THE EMPIRE STRIKES BACK, as the only
truly significant part of the show was a small animated segment that
featured Han, Chewy, Luke, and Leia's first encounter with Boba Fett, and
this was prior to our meeting him in TESB.

 --- jayembee (Jerry Boyajian)
UUCP:	...!decwrl!ruby.enet.dec.com!boyajian
ARPA:	boyajian%ruby.DEC@DECWRL.DEC.COM

------------------------------

Date: 13 Nov 90 18:02:40 GMT
From: coolidge@speaker.sgi.com (Don Coolidge)
Subject: Re: Chewbacca TV Special

I thought it was pretty lightweight compared to SW, but not so bad at all.
It was aired just before Christmas (not in the autumn), and revolved around
Chewey and Co. wanting to be home to celebrate the Festival of Light. As
well as the animated sequence (which I'm not sure I remember at all, those
major characters _did_ show up in real-life cameos at the end of the show
at the Festival, though), it also included a reprise of the legendary Star
Wars Bar Scene, with Bea Arthur as the barmaid. Finally, there was a
special-effects section where one of the Wookie children pulled out his
holo-video deck and fired up a rock concert, featuring miniaturized
translucent images of the Jefferson Starship in Galactic drag. One of the
neater aspects of the concert was that every time Paul Kantner hit a power
chord, ripples of light would spread out from his guitar (OK, so I'm easily
satisfied. :^) ) and dissipate only as they left the field of view.

The show wasn't intended to be the same kind of shoot-em-up as SW, and was
clearly aimed at a younger (one might almost say, "kinder and gentler")
audience. It had more intimacy, and a real warmth, too, of a kind that
wasn't seen in the trilogy until the final scene of _Return Of The Jedi_
(the Ewok festival).

A definite "thumbs up".

Don Coolidge
coolidge@speaker.wpd.sgi.com

------------------------------

Date: 13 Nov 90 20:57:14 GMT
From: hsv3!mvp@vicom.com (Mike Van Pelt)
Subject: Re: Chewbacca TV Special

It was ... bad.  Really bad.  Incredibly bad.  Like "The Creeping Terror",
this is one of those shows I only kept watching out of a conviction that it
just couldn't possibly be *this* bad; it had to get better.  Wrong-o.

There was some neat scenery and some hints of the background on the wookie
home planet which makes me even more PO'd at Lucas for ditching the wookies
in "Return of the Jedi" and replacing them with more-readily-marketable
cute teddy bears.  The "Star Wars" universe is far too thin; I'd like to
see some of the background filled in.

>I barely remember this ...

Count yourself lucky not to remember Mrs. Wookie trying to follow the
instructions on a TV cooking show (Harvey Korman doing a "Julia Child on
amphetamines" impression).

> ... and would like to know if anyone knows if it is possible to aquire it
>via videotape. I think it only aired once, but I'm not sure.  Any other
>news will be greatly appreciated. Thanks in advance.

I don't think so.  At least, I've never seen it.  If Lucas had anything to
say in the matter, all copies have probably been burned.  :-) But who knows
what bizarre stuff might be available at the hucksters' tables at a
convention?

Mike Van Pelt
...ames!vsi1!v7fs1!mvp

------------------------------

Date: 13 Nov 90 23:49:32 GMT
From: ifaq570@ccwf.cc.utexas.edu (allen kitchen)
Subject: Re: Chewbacca TV Special

   If you are concerned about missing the Star Wars Special way back when,
don't. It was a real dog.  Effects were lousy, and it had very little to do
with Star Wars. Guest appearances by Starship (as a hologram) and Tim
Conway (as a malfunctioning robot) were accented with all the Wookies going
into some lit tunnel, which I assumed to represent a cathedral. Save your
worry for "when will we see another chapter of Star Wars" because the TV
episode was soooooo bad, they didn't even attempt to try another one.  This
at the time of Three's Company, says a great deal about just how rotten it
was.

Allen

------------------------------

Date: 8 Nov 90 17:42:17 GMT
From: CANNING@intellicorp.com (Janet Canning)
Subject: ST:TNG Censor

To the comments of the UK censorship of ST:TNG, I laugh.  Do they not print
explicit nudes in the Sun on Sundays.  These rag mags are accessible to
ANYONE, and I have always found the UK to be hypocritical in this.  I can
understand there being a fuss over the IRA comment, not that I support UK
Imperialistic occupational ideals, I want them out of N.Ireland, but the
main thing is, put it in a different time slot.  I have seen plenty of
their series here and in the UK that have full frontal nudity (of women
only) that I know are aired at different times on the BBC, etc.  Perhaps
the Brits have a concept of there being no sex in SF as in their series, I
have yet to see any serious inuendos.

Characters we wish would vanish:

What is the point of Whoppie G on ST:TNG?  I will admit she is a good
comedienne but what is the use?

Wesley the musher - the Ken doll doo has to go.  His character is flat as
his personality.

Deanna and the funny necklines - who does the costuming for this show???
The character is too telepath-sympathetic, it's pathetic.  Her mother is a
scream though, I look forward to her.  I'd like to see her and Picard
tangle again.

Picard needs to meet a "real" woman.  The fluffy femme fatales will not
work.  He needs a real woman to knock him off his feet, I know there's a
human in there.  Someone like Glenn Close.

I miss Q!!!!!

Janet Canning

------------------------------

Date: 9 Nov 90 01:39:00 GMT
From: RDBROWN@ualr.bitnet
Subject: BBC Censorship of ST:TNG

Ok then. If BBC wants to censor episodes of STTNG for being "too sexually
explicit", fine.

But!

All you videophiles out there dust off your equipment and go through all
those tapes of "Dr. Who" and "Blake's Seven" and make note of what the
austere English think about sex. As for me, I think Louise Jameson had a
great set of legs. Sarah Sutton and Sally Knyvette are two of the sexiest
girls I've seen out of BBC just as some women here really swoon over Paul
Darrow and Michael Keating. (Come-on, girls. I've seen y'all at those
conventions. Can't fool me.)

And just where is it that these explicit scenes are found? Certainly it
couldn't be the low-cut suit that Deanna Trois wears. Or is it?  Remember,
Marina Sirtis is a native of England.  Horrors! This couldn't be some kind
of retribution, could it?  Give me a break.

The idea that BBC should reschedule STTNG has some merit. It could
potentially ameliorate the censorship problem. But rescheduling is not
something that stations find easy to do. For instance, it is a top-notch
bummer here for CBS to carry STTNG because they also carry NFL football
games on the same day. If we look on the tv schedule and see a football
game before and/or after the show, we can just about bank on having to
catch it as a rerun because it's GOING to get preempted.  The station's
reaction is (paraphrased) "We don't have any hour-long slots we can
sacrifice in order to reschedule Star Trek". Pooh! And !look!, this is an
AMERICAN station doing this. Now, imagine you're working for a British
station and you're airing a foreign program.  You're going to give it
whatever slot you can that won't interfere with your OWN productions. See
how that works?

As for any episode that allegedly mentions the IRA beating up on the
British people, they probably have every right to cut those scenes.  There
are laws in place in the U.S. that do much the same thing for us.  It is
not allowed to speak ill of the President, nor threaten him or any other
member of the government, or insinuate the possibility of one faction
having aggressed against America or it's people. I believe it comes under
the general heading of "terrorist activities" and as such is frowned upon
with great fervor. Would YOU as an average American like it if an episode
of "Dr. Who" touted that Russia had blown America off the face of the
Earth? Fair is fair!

Also, Peter Scott of NASA mentioned 4 episodes of TOS banned in the UK
(Miri, The Empath, Whom Gods Destroy, and Plato's Stepchildren). I'll be
hanged if I can even conjecture why these episodes of all 79 have been
singled out. Because they are in some way offensive? Hmm.

"Miri" featured children living in less than ideal circumstances and
behaving in less-than-exemplary fashion, not something the average adult
would condone.  What somebody forgot to remember was that these children
were really adults with a hormone problem. Nobody ever thinks of picky
details when it suits their wants, do they?

"The Empath" I can't figure; I thought GEM was a very poignant character,
illustrating the willingness of people to selflessly sacrifice their very
lives for issues and people they love. Perhaps this is a topic that is not
really stressed in some parts of the world, even here in the states.
Whatever happened to brotherly love, or patriotism for that matter?

"Whom Gods Destroy" -  hmm, Garth's sardonic nature made him a really
disgusting character. His sickness and the resulting megalomania makes for
a person that we as normal human beings only see every so often in history.
The last one, as I recall, was about 50 years ago. Again it's something
that the average conservative parent wouldn't approve of.

"Plato's Stepchilderen" - ah-ha! Now here's an episode that virtually reeks
of indignation and usury. And don't forget, this was the first show to
feature inter-racial kissing! Banning this one is pretty unusual for a
culture, such as the British for instance, who sport a fully integrated
black community. My impression from Englanders that I know, and
particularly black-English ones, is that this is a fairly common thing, at
least common enough that it is more-or-less overlooked.

Robert Brown
RDBROWN@UALR.BITNET

------------------------------

Date: 12 Nov 90 17:45:04 GMT
From: bob@castle.ed.ac.uk (Bob Gray)
Subject: Re: BBC Censorship of ST:TNG

RDBROWN@ualr.BITNET writes:
>Also, Peter Scott of NASA mentioned 4 episodes of TOS banned in the UK
>(Miri, The Empath, Whom Gods Destroy, and Plato's Stepchildren). I'll

One episode was shown once (Miri) and the usual TV monitors complained that
the scenes of the developing disease were distressing to children. The BBC
then checked the rest of the series and withdrew two other episodes (The
Empath, and Plato's Stepchildren), again because they are not considered
suitable for children.

The BBC considers ALL science-fiction, to be children's programmes. They
only take seriously stuff labeled as a "futuristic drama series" (Dominic
Hyde), a "supernatural thriller" (Quatermass) or "A comedy series set in
space" (Red Dwarf). These are NOT science fiction, at the BBC.

>"Miri" featured children living in less than ideal circumstances and
>behaving in less-than-exemplary fashion, not something the average adult
>would condone.

As noted above, the scenes where the viral infection took hold was supposed
to be frightning to children.

>"The Empath" I can't figure; I thought GEM was a very poignant character,

The scene wit Captain Kirk hanging from the ceiling in chains being
whipped, and the general theme of the episode are not suitable for
children's viewing.

>"Whom Gods Destroy" - hmm, Garth's sardonic nature made him a really

Not banned as far as I know. This one has been shown a number of times.

>"Plato's Stepchilderen" - ah-ha! Now here's an episode that virtually

The scenes where someone dressed in a strange leather outfit is waving a
whip about was deemed unsuitable for children.

Again, the point is not that the episodes are unsuitable for showing on TV,
but that they are considered by the BBC to be unsuitable for showing to
children.

Bob

------------------------------

Date: 9 Nov 90 02:12:00 GMT
From: MJENKIN@opie.bgsu.edu
Subject: Re: STNG:  Once and for all

Patrick Tebbe writes:
>1) First season, in the episode with the reintroduction of the Romulans
>and the Earthlings who were frozen (sorry I don't remember the episode
>name).  The discovery is made of several Federation and Romulan outposts
>which have been swept away without a trace.

[portion ommitted]

>The only conclusion I can make is that the Borg knew of both the
>Federation and the Romulans BEFORE Q introduced them ...

Incidentally, the episode was titled simply "The Neutral Zone," I believe.
I was inclined to agree with you until I read in a recent issue of
_Cinefantastique_ (sp?) concerning TNG that it was simply a plot thread
that was never picked up again; apparently plans to continue it were
chopped in the second season (truncated by the writers' strike).  My
personal feeling is that the Romulans would be fully in character to test
Federation defenses by destroying outposts after a prolonged absence (c.f.
"Balance of Terror" in TOS).

Mark F. Jenkins
Bowling Green State University

------------------------------

Date: 9 Nov 90 20:07:02 GMT
From: kuchar@buast7.bu.edu (Tom Kuchar)
Subject: Re: STNG:  Once and for all

MJENKIN@OPIE.BGSU.EDU writes:
>Patrick Tebbe writes:
>>The only conclusion I can make is that the Borg knew of both the
>>Federation and the Romulans BEFORE Q introduced them ...
>
>Incidentally, the episode was titled simply "The Neutral Zone," I believe.
>I was inclined to agree with you until I read in a recent issue of
>_Cinefantastique_ (sp?) concerning TNG that it was simply a plot thread
>that was never picked up again; apparently plans to continue it were
>chopped in the second season (truncated by the writers' strike).

That would be true, except in the second season episode `Q Who', in which
the Borg were introduced, Data refers back to `The Netral Zone' episode and
the manner of the destruction of both the Romulan and Federation outposts
and compares that destruction with the trail of similarly destroyed planets
left by the Borg. How's that for a run-on sentence.

The writers in the second season did pick up on it appearently, since they
explicitly refer back to `The Neutral Zone' in `Q Who'.

Tom Kuchar
Department of Astronomy
Boston Univerity
kuchar@buast7.bu.edu

------------------------------
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Date: 14 Nov 90 21:55:42 GMT
From: INFOSY11@uconnvm.bitnet (The Silver Rainmaker)
Subject: Piers Anthony's stuff...

I personally am an avid Anthony fan, and will read damn near anything that
comes my way, although I was bored to tears with the Cluster Stuff.

I personally would recommend the Incarnations of Immortality series.  The
first book, _On a Pale Horse_, was what I cut my teeth on as far as his
novels are.  There are some interesting ideas concerning magic in modern
day society, and if you like paradox, there is at least one in every book
(seven books in total)

Michael J. Loux Jr.
46 Tracy Rd. Canterbury CT 06331
INFOSY11@UCONNVM

------------------------------

Date: 14 Nov 90 23:07:19 GMT
From: jcr@mbunix.mitre.org (Rogers)
Subject: _Nemesis_ request

Hey, gang. I'm about half-way through Asimov's _Nemesis_, and something's 
been bugging me. 

On pg. 78 of the paperback edition, a character says of Erythro, 
"'... [due to tidal lock] only one side faces Megas, which is much cooler
than Nemesis. Furthermore, the satellite's orbit is tilted substantially to
Megas' equator. This means that in the satellite's sky, Megas is seen from
only one hemisphere and it moves north and south with a cycle of about one
day, while Nemesis moves across the sky, rising and setting, again with a
cycle of one day. One hemisphere has twelve hours of darkness and twelve
hours of light.  The other hemisphere has the same but during its daytime,
Nemesis is frequently in eclipse for up to half an hour at a time, with the
cooling made up for by Megas' mild warmth. During the dark hours, in that
hemisphere, the darkness is ameliorated by Megas' reflected light.'"

Now, forgive me if there's something simple that I'm not getting here, but
I can't see how Megas can move north and south in Erythro's sky if one side
of Erythro permanently faces Megas. Especially if this has come about via
tidal lock.

Furthermore, Asimov implies that Megas moves north and south in Erythro's
sky BECAUSE of the fact that Erythro's orbit is inclined relative to Megas'
equator. But in fact there is no such causal connection. The only thing
that would cause Megas to move north and south in Erythro's sky is if
Erythro's axis were not perpendicular to the plane of Erythro's orbit about
Megas. And the angle between a satellite's axis and its orbit is
independent of the angle between the satellite's orbit and its primary's
equator.

However, doesn't the mechanism of tidal lock basically guarantee that a
satellite's axis WILL be perpendicular to the plane of its orbit? I.e., the
same mechanism that acts to slow the satellite's revolution with respect to
its primary will also act to slow the rotational oscillations that would
give rise to the described north and south movement of the primary as seen
from the satellite.

Is this just a typo? Could he have meant to have written, "the satellite's
orbit is tilted substantially to ITS OWN equator"?

Or will all be made clear as I read on? 

At any rate, if anyone can help me out, WITHOUT SPOILERS PLEASE, I'd
appreciate it.

This one little paragraph has really bothered me because, usually, I find
Asimov's writing to be extraordinarily clear and precise, and also because
it seems to be laying out some important details. (Though a friend has
accused me of picking nits.)

Thanks in advance for any help.     

Jeff R.

------------------------------

Date: 14 Nov 90 16:39:31 GMT
From: cumming@pica.army.mil ("Robert C. Cumming", PEO)
Subject: Re: James P. Blaylock

HYD@psuvm.psu.edu asked about any Blaylock titles he might have missed.
For a complete listing, presumably up to date, try the SF-Lovers author
lists if you are able to access them.  I won't detail how to do this here,
since Saul outlines the procedure in SF-Lovers about every month or so.  In
the meantime, I believe that the Blaylock book which contains plot elements
similar to "Something Wicked This Way Comes", namely a mysterious carnival
and a ghostly train, is entitled "Land of Dreams".  As with many of his
non-"Elvin Ship" series books, it takes place in a California seaside town.
Another title which comes to mind is "The Last Coin".  Again, this takes
place in a California seaside town, and true to Blaylock tradition,
features a cast of zany but engaging oddballs

All of the above just caused a thought to occur to me.  The rather
enjoyable vampire spoof the "Lost Boys" took place in a rather
Blaylock-like California seaside town and involved a cast of engaging
oddballs.  Does anyone out there in Netland know if he had anything to do
with the film, or is setting a cast of zanies on the Pacific coast a
standard literary technique, like the young governess in the haunted
mansion so beloved by Victorian writers?  Incidentally, as many times as I
have actually been in the State of California, I found the people whom I
met, at least, to be no more zany, oddball etc. than people any where else
in the U.S.  But the I suspect that what we are dealing with here is more a
California of the mind rather than the prosaic place at the other end of
Interstate 80.

Bob

------------------------------

Date: 14 Nov 90 17:41:56 GMT
From: SCHLAWD@yalevm.bitnet (larry)
Subject: Blaylock

His short story (novellette?) Paper Dragons, was also published from
Axolotl press and also apeared in Robin McKinley's anthology Imaginary
Lands.  I believe it may have won one of the big awards as well so you
might find it in one of the reprint anthologies.  The axolotl line has been
taken over by Pulphouse publishing in Eugene, OR.  I don't have the address
offhand but ayone interested can e-mail me for it.  They produce an
inordinate amount of very good quality stuff in a vast range of formats.
Their newest line is a series of short stories published in independent
book form.  They also publish a series of single author short story
collections each month with most of the big name authors being represented.
Their newest change will be the shift from their quarterly magazine
published in a limited edition hardback book to a weekly magazine non
hardback format.  They're worth looking into.

------------------------------

Date: 15 Nov 90 02:35:25 GMT
From: vehaag@crocus.uwaterloo.ca (Viktor Haag)
Subject: Re: James P. Blaylock

Well, Blaylock has also written 'The Last Coin' - *very* good, and
something called 'City of Dreams' (I think).  I haven't read it, but I have
heard that it is pretty good.

I want to get my hands on 'The Digging Leviathan', but I have a fear that
it is out of print. (Darn).

Vik

------------------------------

Date: 14 Nov 90 17:09:15 GMT
From: ANDERSOE@grin1.bitnet ("Brownbeard, the Marauder ", Anderson,Eric H)
Subject: Bradbury:_A Graveyard for Lunatics_

I bought and read this one in hardback. I liked it, but I recommend waiting
for the paperback, or the library unless you really want to have all your
Bradbury in hardback.  Like most Bradbury fiction, it is not really science
fiction, but more fantastic fiction.  This is also a mystery.  IMHO it is a
good mystery, but then I haven't read much of that genre either, and cannot
claim to be a good judge.  I figured out the majority of the mystery about
2/3 of the way through, but some little details kept slipping by, and the
story was more than interesting enough to keep me reading to the end.  I
think it uses the same main characters as his first mystery, just because
of references to things in the past that it seems the reader is expected to
know about, but which are not explained in this book (not things which are
necessary to the action, just some character history).

As for favorite Bradury stories "Usher II" form _The Martian Chronicles_ is
absolutely my favorite.

Eric Anderson
ANDERSOE@GRIN1.BITNET

------------------------------

Date: 15 Nov 90 00:30:00 GMT
From: MJENKIN@opie.bgsu.edu
Subject: RE: "why is there no discussion of Bradbury..." etc.

    Pardon, but is Mr. Bradbury a science-fiction writer?  ;-)

    Bradbury is a lot harder to classify than most of the writers usually
discussed here.  It's rather difficult to call him a sci-fi author at all,
despite several of his works.  It's much the same with Kurt Vonnegut, who,
despite being a very talented author, is not as readily identifiable as a
sci-fi author as is, say, Asimov or Niven.

Mark F. Jenkins
Bowling Green State University

------------------------------

Date: 16 Nov 90 00:18:05 GMT
From: pepke@ds1.scri.fsu.edu (Eric Pepke)
Subject: Re: Ray Bradbury

Ray Bradbury is generally looked down upon in the science fiction fan
community, to the extent that such a nebulous entity can be said to exist.
Perhaps it is because he slides between science fiction, horror, fantasy,
and mystery with such fluidity.  This isn't a but; it's a feature.

I think he's great.  I like his stories because, somehow, he can reach deep
inside one's brain, find one neuron, and pluck it with such force that it
makes one's whole being shiver.  There are still Bradbury stories that I am
unable to read without weeping.

My favorite book of his is _Something Wicked This way Comes._ It's not
science fiction.  It's about being a boy and growing up learning to love.
_Dandelion Wine_ is much of this mold.

Regarding science fiction, he has written plenty of that, too, such as
_Fahrenheit 451_.

Speaking of which, is anybody else in the world irritated at the fact that
the ending of _Dark Star_ was lifted almost directly from a Bradbury story?
It's a great cult movie and all that, but couldn't they have added a single
line to the credits?

Also, a plot of his ("The Jar") was used in an episode of Alfred Hitchcock.
Not only didn't they give credit, but they ruined the story by spelling out
the outcome.  One of the great things about Bradbury's horror stories is
that he never really told you what happened, realizing that the imagination
of the reader is far better at scaring.

EMP

------------------------------

From: MLW@math.ams.com (Maxine L. Wolfson)
Subject: Anne McCaffrey
Date: 14 Nov 90 20:25:35 GMT
Sender: nobody@rutgers.edu
Apparently-To: sf-lovers@elbereth.rutgers.edu

I see that Anne McCaffrey has a new book out that seems to be spun out of
_Get of the Unicorn_'s collection again.  Have any diehard AMcC fans read
it yet?  If it equals _Rowan_, it will be worth getting as a used
paperback, but hope springs eternal, and maybe just MAYBE it's real good.
Eagerly awaiting.

------------------------------

Date: 14 Nov 90 17:43:57 GMT
From: vehaag@crocus.uwaterloo.ca (Viktor Haag)
Subject: Re: Dennis McKiernan

HEROY@lsuvm.BITNET (Paul Heroy) writes:
>I started the first book of DM's trilogy (named, I think, The Dark Tide)
>but just couldn't work up very much interest in it. It may have just
>started slowly - a friend of mine later made that claim and said it got
>much better.

This is not a rebuttal to Paul's comments, just a comment arising from
something he said.  It seems to me that this line of 'it picks up half way
through' has got to be one of the most used and weakest rationalizations on
the face of the planet (perhaps encouraged by the companies that make lots
of dough off authors like McKiernan).

It seems to me that it is really just an excuse for bad writing.  I mean
think about it.  A book is 200 pages long and the last hundred pages have
to carry the first hundred which are bland, boring, flat etc?  Seems to me
that this sort of thing should not be encouraged.  Good writers should be
able to intrigue their audiences all the way through their works,
especially when the damn books cost 7.00$ Candian.  I have seen too many
reviewers give this comment and still give the book an overall positive
review, and it makes me wonder.

Vik

------------------------------

Date: 15 Nov 90 07:27:39 GMT
From: xanthian@zorch.sf-bay.org (Kent Paul Dolan)
Subject: Re: Dennis McKiernan

vehaag@crocus.uwaterloo.ca (Viktor Haag) writes:
> HEROY@lsuvm.BITNET (Paul Heroy) writes:
>> I started the first book of DM's trilogy (named, I think, The Dark Tide)
>> but just couldn't work up very much interest in it. It may have just
>> started slowly - a friend of mine later made that claim and said it got
>> much better.
>
> This is not a rebuttal to Paul's comments, just a comment arising from
> something he said. It seems to me that this line of 'it picks up half way
> through' has got to be one of the most used and weakest rationalizations
> on the face of the planet (perhaps encouraged by the companies that make
> lots of dough off authors like McKiernan).
>
> It seems to me that it is really just an excuse for bad writing. I mean
> think about it. A book is 200 pages long and the last hundred pages have
> to carry the first hundred which are bland, boring, flat etc? Seems to me
> that this sort of thing should not be encouraged.  Good writers should be
> able to intrigue their audiences all the way through their works,
> especially when the damn books cost 7.00$ Candian. I have seen too many
> reviewers give this comment and still give the book an overall positive
> review, and it makes me wonder.

Sorry, but this is the comment of a generation raised on sound bites and
seven minute spans between commercials.

The Dark Tide takes a goodly time to introduce an entire separate reality,
and walks the reader, along with the characters, through a realization that
the steadily worsening situation cannot be solved by stiffening local
resistance, but must instead be attacked at the root, which in turn means
mounting an expedition, gathering consensus, planning, actually walking the
ground from here to there, and etc.

With the protagonists, the reader slowly absorbs the devolution of
civilization as the dark tide sweeps down. This is a process that cannot be
hurried without risking the reader's sympathy for the protagonists, and
without destroying the impact of the atmosphere the author conveys.

It helps a little when evaluating a trilogy like McKiernan's first to
realize that many such are written as single novels, and later partitioned
in response to publishing realities, not author's intent. A hundred pages
setting the scene is much less burdensome in the context of over 900 pages
of text in the total tale.  Most publishers will not risk a 900 page volume
for an author's first published work.

In response to a couple of requests, here is a list of Dennis L.
McKiernan's books to date:

The Iron Tower Trilogy

   The Dark Tide           ISBN 0-451-13668-3
   Shadows of Doom         ISBN 0-451-13815-5
   The Darkest Day         ISBN 0-451-13865-1

The Silver Call Duology

   Trek to Kraggen-Cor     ISBN 0-451-14893-2
   The Brega Path          ISBN 0-451-14893-2

and his latest novel

   Dragon Doom             ISBN 0-553-28337-5

All are from Doubleday, the first five under the Signet mark, and the last
under the Bantam mark.

A comment on the artwork:

The three Iron Tower covers are bleak and grey, as if washed by the winter
light in an era of evil, really echoing the atmosphere of the novel(s). The
two Silver Call covers show the most splendidly ectomorphic orcs, quite a
leap of imagination from the usual squat, warty creatures of other artists.
The dragon of Dragon Doom is the first portrayal of which I am aware of a
monster of the proper _scale_ to devastate any entire castle in a single
attack.  One wonders what could possibly motivate the knights in the
foreground to stand their ground in the face of the oncoming juggernaut.

And to my utter disgust, the artists are again entirely uncredited; the
Iron Tower and Silver Call covers have the same layout, but quite different
flavors; I'd love to be able to tell whether that was the same artist doing
bleak once and warm the next time, or whether that was two quite different
artists both told to lay out a cover with a detailed wrap around silver
border. Is there any way to bring pressure to bear on the publishers to
credit artists on the copyright pages, as in times past? The current
situation is really inexcusable.

Kent
xanthian@Zorch.SF-Bay.ORG
xanthian@well.sf.ca.us

------------------------------

Date: 14 Nov 90 18:01:08 GMT
From: MACGYVER@indycms.iupui.edu (MacGyver)
Subject: Anne Rice

Regarding the earlier inquiry about Anne Rice's new book:

Her new book is _The Witching Hour_ which is another in her line of
modernizing some great gothic concepts.  I'm about 125 pages into it (it's
about 900 pages).  Most of the bookstore chains now have it at 25% off
cover, Waldenbook and B.Dalton frequent flier cards let you get it for
another 10% off that.

Anyways, I agree with the review I read recently in the Chicago Tribune:
   Without making a family tree, one can easily get lost.

It's typical of her other mainstream works and so far, I like it.

In the works, Ms. Rice is wanting to continue the Vampire series, another
Mummy book, and one on Frankenstein.

------------------------------

Date: 11 Nov 90 22:50:32 GMT
From: 6600kntp@ucsbuxa.ucsb.edu (Kent Perrier)
Subject: Re: Saberhagen: Empire of East and Swords

Someone made reference to Wood being from the East.  I have never read the
Empire of the East so could someone please post a SHORT history of Wood and
perhaps quantify how powerful he is?  I am still really confused on what
Saberhagen calls magic.

Kent Perrier
6600kntp@ucsbuxa.ucsb.edu

------------------------------
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Date: 12 Nov 90 19:34:07 GMT
From: mkelly@happy.helios.nd.edu
Subject: Wild Cards (spoilers)

mok@pawl.rpi.edu writes:
>It's not the gore or violence that bothers me. It is the complete
>disregard for lace of a happy ending. Granted that it is too realistic to
>END. But there should be some sort of payoff.

   I agree that there is a lot of suffering in the Wild Card universe, but
I'm not sure that *all* the characters are in as bad shape as you might
think.
   
   Here's a list (off the top of my head) of some characters, and my
opinion of their status by the end of _DMH_:

Jack Braun: Despite being the notorious Judas Ace of the 50's, by the late
80's he has almost proven himself to even his most critical opponents
(Through politics and vs. the Swarm)

Sewer Jack: Dying of aids, with no hope of recovery except to change
forever into an alligator (or is that crocodile? ;). He has pretty much
chosen to die as a man.

Xavier Desmond :Now dead from cancer, the 'mayor of jokertown' managed to
give the world a good insight into what it means to be a joker. (Kudos to
Martin for book 4) Who could read books 4 and 5 and not feel for Des? Even
when he found out that the Turtle was an Ace he never lost his dignity.

The Turtle: Lost the woman he loved because he couldn't break the news
about his power to her. On the bright side, Thomas knows he is probably THE
most powerful ace, and is living the life of a superhero (like he always
wanted).

Sarah Morgenstern: She spent most of the series trying to pin her sister's
rape and death on Puppetman. This woman has probably suffered more than
anyone else in the series (except maybe Fatman) but she came out on top in
the end. In fact, she got the last word on Senator Hartmann (for now) by
exposing him to his wife.

Jane Dow (Water Lily) :As mentioned before, she was addicted to Ti Malice
(now destroyed (?) by Jay Ackroyd) and did some questionable things (but no
more than any of Ti Malice's other mounts). She drew another ace from
Typhoid Croyd and can now heal jokers by having sex with them. She's in
hiding now, but it can't be much longer before she realizes she can do
*some* good with her power.

Hiram Worchester: Another of Ti Malice's mounts, Hiram turned Jane Dow over
to his master, and nearly sacrificed his best friend Poppinjay.  Hiram also
accidentaly killed Chrysallis, and was used as a puppet by Gregg Hartmann.
This man loved being an ace more than anyone else, and he hated being used
as much as he revelled in his acedom. But he pulled through, and will serve
his time for his crime.

Tachyon: This character *thinks* he's the most pitiful, and he certainly
acts like it. In reality Tachyon likes to punish himself. Sure he helped
develop Xenovirus Takis-A, sure he failed to stop the bomb from going off,
sure he destroyed the woman he loved, sure he became a drunk and a KGB
agent, sure he was impotent, sure his grandson doesn't respect him, and
sure he is infected with the Wild Card virus. But he brought most of this
on himself! His flaw is that he cannot live with his mistakes.

>All these things tend to do is convince me that the writers are a bunch of
>sadistic bastards who get their jollies by torturing the innocent.

   Maybe. I look for the little victories as well as the 'happy endings'.
There seems to be a lot of suffering in the 'real' world, but not so many
happy endings.

    Let me interject something else: What do you think Tachyon will draw?
Ace, Joker, or Black Queen? I personally feel that Xenovirus Takis-A will
be found to not work on Takisians. I know Takisians and Terrans are
supposed to be genetically identical, but wouldn't it just make Tachyon all
the more furious if there was some small glitch his family didn't know
about?

------------------------------

Date: 12 Nov 90 23:29:50 GMT
From: spcoltri@uokmax.ecn.uoknor.edu (Steve Coltrin)
Subject: Re: Wild Cards (no real spoilers)

mkelly@happy.helios.nd.edu writes:
>    Let me interject something else: What do you think Tachyon will draw?
>Ace, Joker, or Black Queen? I personally feel that Xenovirus Takis-A will
>be found to not work on Takisians. I know Takisians and Terrans are
>supposed to be genetically identical, but wouldn't it just make Tachyon
>all the more furious if there was some small glitch his family didn't know
>about?

     Book I says that Xenovirus Takis-A was developed by a house of the Psi
Lords as a biowar agent, and works just fine on Takisians; the original
test subjects were Takisians and were affected about the way you don't want
to imagine.  The Psi Lords just brought it to Earth because they wanted a
HUGE clinical study, with the end goal of isolating both Black Queen and
Ace characteristics, to slay their enemies and improve themselves.
     Unfortunately for their plan, the effect of the virus seems to depend
on the victim's psyche so the gods know what'll happen to Tachy.

spcoltri@uokmax.ecn.uoknor.edu 

------------------------------

Date: 14 Nov 90 16:32:43 GMT
From: lim@freezer.it.udel.edu (Julie Lim)
Subject: Re: Wild Cards (spoilers)

mkelly@happy.helios.nd.edu () writes:
>The Turtle: Lost the woman he loved because he couldn't break the news
>about his power to her. On the bright side, Thomas knows he is probably
>THE most powerful ace, and is living the life of a superhero (like he
>always wanted).

I thought that the reason he broke up with the woman was because she'd been
infected with Wild Card in her childhood, so that even though she didn't
show any symptoms of it herself, the chances were overwhelming that any
children of their union would be jokers, assuming that they didn't draw
the black queen.
   Even though he didn't feel that he could tell her he was the Turtle,
couldn't he've given her some excuse that he'd contracted Wild Card without
any effects as she had? It didn't seem necessary for him to just dump her
without giving much of an excuse at all.

------------------------------

Date: 12 Nov 90 18:03:34 GMT
From: tdclaybo@uokmax.ecn.uoknor.edu (Tracey Dion Claybon)
Subject: Re: Celtic Science Fiction/Fantasy

There is one more book by Susan Cooper that qualifies under this category:
Seaward (1986?)

Tracey Claybon
tdclaybo@uokmax.ecn.uoknor.edu

------------------------------

Date: 10 Nov 90 11:08:56 GMT
From: boyajian@ruby.dec.com (Cisco's Buddy)
Subject: Re: Science Fiction Encyclopedia

jbb@mvaxcs1.cse.nau.edu (Jon Bonnell) writes:

>I've seen some talk about the Science Fiction Encyclopedia. Could
>someone please mail me about the book. Its publisher, ISBN#,
>copyright, etc.  Sounds like something I have been looking for.
>A little info about it wouldn't hurt either. How you like it, is
>it accurate, etc.

The "original" one is is:

THE SCIENCE FICTON ENCYCLOPEDIA
edited by Peter Nicholls
Doubleday (hardcover and trade paperback), 1979
(originally published in the UK)

Reasonably comprehensive, a few errors, but I've noticed no egregious ones.
It's main problem is that, at this point, it's a dozen years out of date.
I've heard that Nicholls is working on an updated edition for release
within a year or two. At any rate, the "current" edition is out of print
and difficult at best to come across.

However, in the meantime, there's also:

THE NEW ENCYCLOPEDIA OF SCIENCE FICTION
edited by James Gunn
Viking Penguin (hardcover), 1988  

Much more superficial in its entries than Nicholls, but currently the only
game in town. I wouldn't really recommend it, except that I've found it
remaindered for about $5-6, and for *that* price, it's probably worth it.

 --- jayembee (Jerry Boyajian)
UUCP:	...!decwrl!ruby.enet.dec.com!boyajian
ARPA:	boyajian%ruby.DEC@DECWRL.DEC.COM

------------------------------

Date: 14 Nov 90 22:10:15 GMT
From: ecl@cbnewsj.att.com (Evelyn C. Leeper)
Subject: ALTERNATIVE HISTORIES (question)

There is a book edited by Charles G. Waugh and Martin H. Greenberg titled
ALTERNATIVE HISTORIES: ELEVEN STORIES OF THE WORLD AS IT MIGHT HAVE BEEN
(ISBN 0-8240-8659-7, Garland Publishing).  Before I spend the money for it,
though, I'm curious if the stories in it are ones I already have.  Does
anyone know what stories are in this book?

Evelyn C. Leeper
+1 908-957-2070
att!mtgzy!ecl
ecl@mtgzy.att.com

------------------------------

From: Dan_Bloch@transarc.com
Date: 7 Nov 90 14:53:24 GMT
Subject: Short story ID request

I read two short stories, I think in _Galaxy_ in the early seventies.

The heroine was a fairly engaging young woman who was a mercenary for some
reason.  In the first story, all the other mercenaries have gone on strike,
and are playing Capture the Flag on some jungle planet.  She gets sent
there, and is so good at it that they all get bored and decide to go back
to real work.

In the second story, it turns out she is actually a mutant, in fact the
next step on the evolutionary ladder.  Nothing major - a little smarter,
maybe faster or stronger.  Slow-develping so she looks younger than she is.
And perhaps telepathic, but only among her own kind.  And her nose was bony
instead of cartilaginous.  This was important for some reason.  The plot
involves the fact that there are a few others like her, including one guy,
and one older woman who steals him, and one younger guy who we only find
out about right at the end.

Sure, they sounds silly, but I enjoyed them back when.  I thought they were
bound to get expanded to a novel, but they never did.  Anybody recognize
them?

Dan Bloch
dan@transarc.com

------------------------------

Date: 9 Nov 90 15:44:48 GMT
From: futtrup@daimi.aau.dk (Erik Futtrup S|rensen)
Subject: Book information request

   While talking about Sri Lanka (Adam's Peak) the British novelist Arthur
C. Clarke's books from Sri Lanka and about Sri Lanka related subjects
became the main focus of attention. As perhaps already known, Adams Peak is
the meeting point of three religions but according to Clarke (?) it is also
the meeting place of past and future. The ancient religious festivals meets
spaceage technology in the shape of a gigantic satellite launcher stationed
at Adams Peak.

   Could anybody supply the title of the book with content as above ???? 

Erik Futtrup
futtrup@daimi.aau.dk

------------------------------

Date: 10 Nov 90 03:22:51 GMT
From: J_STEPHEN_HALL@cup.portal.com
Subject: Looking for short story

 Hi,

 I'm looking for a short story I read several years ago and can't find.  I
want to send it to the OLD MAN president of my parents 'Home Owners
Association .  Let's see, here is the plot:

 A young couple goes to visit the parents (either the wife or husband's).
As they enter the neighborhood they see a sign "65 and over ONLY", there
are giant speed bumps to make cars go very slow.
 
  I need to know who wrote it and where I can find it.
  
  Many, many thanks.

Steve
ucbvax!sun!portal!cup.portal.com!j_stephen_hall
portal!j_stephen_hall%cupertino.pcc@suncom    

------------------------------

Date: 12 Nov 90 22:42:32 GMT
From: DISPATCH@ncsuvm.ncsu.edu
Subject: The Marching Morons

Hello,
   Does anyone happen to know the author of the story _The Marching
Morons_?  It concerns a man who wakes out of suspended animation to
discover the world is overrun with idiots who are covertly controlled by an
intellectual elite.  He helps the elite to eliminate the idiots, and is
himself eliminated at the end. I *think* it is Golden Age material, but I'm
not sure. Also, I would be delighted if you could direct me to a currently
in-print copy, but just the author's name is sufficient. You can mail me
at: NETOPRCL@ncsuvm.bitnet, or carol@catt.ncsu.edu. Many thanks.

Carol Lancaster

------------------------------

Date: 15 Nov 90 00:16:02 GMT
From: CTEAGUE@uvmvm.bitnet (cynthia teague)
Subject: title request

About 15 years ago I read a book set at a time in the future when
indiscriminate intermarriage had created a race of bland, boring, and
nearly identical people (the genetics as crayolas theory).  Somehow, six
children with pure racial lineage remained, all the same age, conveniently,
and a boy and girl each of Caucasian, Chinese and African descent.  Anyway,
these kids are each being raised separately in a community which represents
their race's time of glory: Imperial China, pre-colonial Africa, and (get
this) 1950's America.  All of the other inhabitants of these communities
are actors, presumably with some convincing makeup.  When the time comes,
the girls are shipped off to meet the boys, but some kind of mixup occurs
and the Chinese girl arrives at the American boy's town, etc.  They set out
to discover the truth.  Along the way, each of the kids falls in love with
the "wrong" person, but once they realize that their genes are the only
hope for this dull, homogenous world, they all decide to go back to their
communities with the "right" mate and live happily ever after, or something
like that.

As a kid, I really liked this book except for the ending.  As an adult, I
am fascinated by its blatant racism (and ignorance of genetics).  I'd
really like to read it again but have no idea of its title or author.  Can
anyone help?  I realize that a lot of science fiction pleads a special
cause, but can anyone come up with other examples so totally lacking in
subtlety?  (I hope this book is as extreme as I remember it to be.)

Thanks in advance.

------------------------------

Date: 13 Nov 90 13:42:30 GMT
From: jmann@angmar.sw.stratus.com (Jim Mann)
Subject: Re: The Marching Morons

>   Does anyone happen to know the author of the story _The Marching
>Morons_?  It concerns a man who wakes out of suspended animation to
>discover the world is overrun with idiots who are covertly controlled by
>an intellectual elite.

"The Marching Morons" is by C. M. Kornbluth and is included in The Best of
C.M. Kornbluth, volume 2 of the SF Hall of Fame, and many other places.

Jim Mann
Stratus Computer
jim_mann@es.stratus.com

------------------------------

Date: 14 Nov 90 04:30:31 GMT
From: BERDANJ@yalevm.bitnet (Susan de Guardiola)
Subject: Vampires / answer to short story request

Looking for a short story, MLW@math.ams.com (Maxine L. Wolfson) writes:
>The story takes place in Appalacia, the son of the local country doctor
>meets a beautiful etc. woman whom he falls madly in love with.  Meanwhile,
>his dad is dealing with an epidemic of severe anemia in the local kiddies.
>None of them severe enough to die, but no other symptoms or apparent
>causes.  Eventually, son comes to dad and tells him that his girlfriend
>refuses to marry him because she's a vampire.  This actually cheers dad
>up, since it is made clear that she is the cause of the epidemic, and
>weepingly explains that she only took a little from each kid so as not to
>kill them.  Dad cooks up a solution,(I remember what it is but will not
>tell) and son and vampiress live happily ever after.

The story you are looking for is "She Only Goes Out at Night" by William
Tenn.  It was originally published in 1956, I don't know where, and has
been anthologized at least twice.  Once was in a Tenn anthology, don't
recall the name; it was published quite awhile ago.  The other is the
relatively recent anthology, _Vamps_, a collection of stories about female
vampires.  It was a 1987 DAW release, edited by Martin Greenberg and
Charles Waugh.  Good collection, about half of which I have not encountered
elsewhere.

Susan de Guardiola
berdanj@yalevm.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 10 Nov 90 06:12:02 GMT
From: jimcat@pawl.rpi.edu (Jim Kasprzak)
Subject: Re: Book information request

futtrup@daimi.aau.dk (Erik Futtrup S|rensen) writes:

>   While talking about Sri Lanka (Adam's Peak) the British novelist Arthur
>C. Clarke's books from Sri Lanka and about Sri Lanka related subjects
>became the main focus of attention. As perhaps already known, Adams Peak
>is the meeting point of three religions but according to Clarke (?) it is
>also the meeting place of past and future. The ancient religious festivals
>meets spaceage technology in the shape of a gigantic satellite launcher
>stationed at Adams Peak.
>
>   Could anybody supply the title of the book with content as above ????
 
 You seem to have the details somewhat mangled, but I'm pretty sure that
the Clarke book you're looking for is _The Fountains Of Paradise_.

Jim Kasprzak
RPI, Troy, NY         
kasprzak@mts.rpi.edu
userfe0u@rpitsmts.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 15 Nov 90 14:43:30 GMT
From: mute@wpi.wpi.edu (The Anti-Q)
Subject: Re: title request

CTEAGUE@uvmvm.BITNET (Cynthia Teague) writes:
[Details of book deleted]
>As a kid, I really liked this book except for the ending.  As an adult, I
>am fascinated by its blatant racism (and ignorance of genetics).  I'd
>really like to read it again but have no idea of its title or author.  Can
>anyone help?  I realize that a lot of science fiction pleads a special
>cause, but can anyone come up with other examples so totally lacking in
>subtlety?  (I hope this book is as extreme as I remember it to be.)

Sounds to me like _Race Against Time_ by Piers Anthony.  (And haven't we
heard quite a lot about him lately.)

Joshua Brandt
mute@wpi.WPI.EDU

------------------------------
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              Logan's Run & Wild Cards
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Date: 16 Nov 90 20:01:32 GMT
From: jcr@mbunix.mitre.org (Rogers)
Subject: Early Piers Anthony

Okay, who wanted early Anthony?

_Prostho Plus_ is the absolutely hilarious story of a mild-mannered dentist
from Earth who is kidnapped by aliens so that he can fill cavities
throughout their interstellar civilization. Of course, he encounters teeth
and gums the likes of which he'd never even imagined as they take him to
planet after planet. Eventually he has to be licensed by some sort of
interstellar dental board, and is up against creatures with many times his
intelligence, but of course manages to win out. It's really a blast.

Jeff R.

------------------------------

Date: 18 Nov 90 23:20:14 GMT
From: sd1r+@andrew.cmu.edu (Sridhar Dasari)
Subject: No Enemy but Time, by Bishop

Hi, people.  Just got this book out of the library and wondering whether
it's worth it to read it.  I've read around 70 pages, but the book is
slowing down a lot, and I've tried to start reading where I left off about
three times but haven't managed to read more than a couple of pages each
time.  Is this book worth reading, or should I just give it up as a lost
cause?  I've never read anything by Bishop.  Usually, I'm an avid reader
who can't put the book down until the last page even if it's remotely
interesting, but I'm having serious problems with this book.

Thanks.

Sridhar H. Dasari

------------------------------

Date: 16 Nov 90 00:44:04 GMT
From: rxcjm@minyos.xx.rmit.oz.au (John Mazzocchi)
Subject: Re: James P. Blaylock

vehaag@crocus.uwaterloo.ca (Viktor Haag) writes:

>called 'City of Dreams' (I think).  I haven't read it, ...

'Land of Dreams'

>it is pretty good.

Pretty damn good.

>I want to get my hands on 'The Digging Leviathan', but I have a fear that
>it is out of print. (darn).

I don't think it is. I've seen plenty of copies around lately.

------------------------------

Date: 17 Nov 90 22:17:26 GMT
From: jvh@clinet.fi (Jussi-Ville Heiskanen)
Subject: William Ashbless (was: James P. Blaylock)

HYD@psuvm.psu.edu writes:
>    Blaylock often quotes the poems of Ashbless, but Ashbless also shows
>up as a character is some of his books. Ashbless also shows up in a book
>by Tim Powers (who's name also shows up in Blaylock books). Is Ashbless a
>pen-name for Blaylock, for Powers? Could Powers be a pen-name for
>Blaylock? ( I think not since one of Blaylock's books is dedicated to Tim
>ans Sarenna(sp?) Powers.  Finally, here is a list of the Blaylock books
>I've been able to find, does anyone know of any titles I might have
>missed?

   Ah! Let's do this right! First of all, considering the epoch at which
Powers places The Anubis Gates, William Blake is a likely source for the
"William" of Ashbless (the run of his quill would also seem to corroborate
this (I am no expert on neither Victorian nor pre-Victorian poetry)).
Ashbless is even easier, considering that if you play around with the
phonemes of Shelley, you get, guess what? (Again elements of the poetry and
personal history would seem to be intertwined.)
   But let's be a little more paranoid on the line you indicate. Let's take
the names James Blaylock and Tim Powers, let's take "james", let's take
"bley", let's add "ers" for a finishing touch, we get "jamesbleyers". Let's
then cut this up "jam esbleyers". Let's pronounce "jam" the european way:
"yam", and what do we have?
   Well this is all quite fun, and I certainly would like to know what
JPB&TP's comments on the above would be, but as far as even hearsay goes
the only thing I've read (on the net), is that _'yam_eshbleers_ is
something that the guys cooked up for some student paper, as a hoax obscure
poet, but which was taken seriously, and by the power of this acquired an
individual life of its own.

------------------------------

Date: 16 Nov 90 15:35:00 GMT
From: alberti@cs.umn.edu (Albatross)
Subject: Re: Phoenix, Brokedown Palace, and the gods

seanf@sco.COM (Sean Fagan) writes:
>>Actually, someone ask Brust this (he was on the net when Brokedown Palace
>>came out) and his reply was something like "That's never bothered her" to
>>the comment that Brokedown Palace must come afterwards because Devera is
>>alive. I think he may have even confired that Brokedown Palace comes
>>before the Vlad stories.

   As I have mentioned previously, Steven Brust is local to Minneapolis,
and he turns up at bookstores doing autographs.  I brought my copy of 
Brokedown Palace to get an autograph and handed it to him, saying something
innocuous about having enjoyed the book.
   "You must be a deadhead," he responded.  I was nonplussed.
   Now, I hope the net.audience will forgive me, but at that time (whenever
it was the book came out - '87?) I didn't know what a "deadhead" was.  So I
suppose I looked at him sort of funny, because he said "You know, a
Grateful Dead fan.  The book is full of Grateful Dead references - all the
chapters and the title of the book itself come from Grateful Dead songs."
     So, okay, fine, I'm culturally ignorant.  I'm not familiar with the
Grateful Dead.  What was he talking about?

Bob Alberti
Micro and Wkstn Networks Ctr
U of MN
alberti@boombox.micro.UMN.EDU

------------------------------

Date: 18 Nov 90 10:36:19 GMT
From: goldfarb@ocf.berkeley.edu (David Goldfarb)
Subject: Re: Phoenix, Brokedown Palace, and the gods

alberti@cs.umn.edu (Albatross) writes:
>   As I have mentioned previously, Steven Brust is local to Minneapolis,
>and he turns up at bookstores doing autographs.  I brought my copy of
>Brokedown Palace to get an autograph and handed it to him, saying
>something innocuous about having enjoyed the book.
>   "You must be a deadhead," he responded.  I was nonplussed.
>   Now, I hope the net.audience will forgive me, but at that time
>(whenever it was the book came out - '87?) I didn't know what a "deadhead"
>was.  So I suppose I looked at him sort of funny, because he said "You
>know, a Grateful Dead fan.  The book is full of Greatful Dead references -
>all the chapters and the title of the book itself come from Grateful Dead
>songs."
>   So, okay, fine, I'm culturally ignorant.  I'm not familiar with the
>Grateful Dead.  What was he talking about?

   The Grateful Dead are a rock band. They have some really devoted fans,
who literally follow them around the country as they tour. Brust himself
comes out to the Bay Area every year for their New Year's concert.  (I've
missed him for about three years in a row now :-()

   Anyway, for what it's worth I enjoyed _Brokedown Palace_ too, and I've
never knowingly heard anything by the Dead. This brings up a virtue of
Brust's that is little-mentioned (probably because of its relative
insignificance): he is the master of the seamless in-joke. With most
in-jokes, even if you don't get them you still know that you've missed
something. With Brust's, you simply miss it entirely. This can lead to a
great impression if you reread one of his books having become familiar with
the relevant material in the interim. (In my case, it was re-reading
_Yendi_ after becoming familiar with _Blake's 7_ and seeing Vlad tell
Loiosh, "You're not stupid, you're not expendable, and you're not going.")

David Goldfarb
goldfarb@ocf.berkeley.edu

------------------------------

Date: 15 Nov 90 02:50:57 GMT
From: d88-bli@nada.kth.se (Bo Lindbergh)
Subject: Duncton Wood

I finally got through all 724 pages of _Duncton Wood_ by William Horwood.
Can you imagine _Watership Down_ squared, cubed, and re-interpreted by
Jackie Collins and Jean M. Auel?

There are two equally massive sequels, too.

------------------------------

From: kaufman@delta.eecs.nwu.edu (Michael L. Kaufman)
Subject: Re: Summary of Thieves titles
Date: 10 Nov 90 08:04:25 GMT

brianm@lightning.Berkeley.EDU (Brian Markenson) writes:
>  Here is the list of authors and titles that I received:
>Stephen Leigh:         A Quiet of Stone

This is actually book three of a trilogy.  Books 1 and 2 are called "Slow
Fall to Dawn" and "{Something} {Something} the Dark Lady".

Michael Kaufman
kaufman@eecs.nwu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 16 Nov 90 20:03:08 GMT
From: jcr@mbunix.mitre.org (Rogers)
Subject: Stephen Leigh's _Dance of the Hag_

brianm@earthquake.berkeley.edu (Brian Markenson) writes:
> Stephen Leigh:        Slow Fall to Dawn
>                       _____  _____ the Dark Lady
>                       A Quiet of Stone
>                       (Michael Kaufman informs me that this is a trilogy,
>                       but he does not know the name of the second book)

The second book is titled _Dance of the Hag_. I read the books as they
appeared when I was in college. They were quite enjoyable and I was
fascinated by the world they depicted, especially the interaction between a
galactic- empire-type of civilization and the more backward, less
technologically developed civilization of the main characters' planet,
which has been more or less lifted up into the empire.

Unfortunately, the trilogy ultimately leads nowhere, and I was quite let
down by the ending.

Jeff R.

------------------------------

Date: 18 Nov 90 23:07:03 GMT
From: SCHLAWD@yalevm.bitnet (Lawrence schimel)
Subject: Lichtenberg and sex

Can someone please tell me more about the sexuality of the aliens in
Jacqueline Lichtenberg's Molt Brothers or Dushau series?  I seem to
remember one of them involving sex being determined during courtship, but
can't remember exactly and won't have access to the books for a long time.
Are there any other interesting gender elements in these books (or her
sime/gen) ones?  thanks in advance

Lawrence Schimel
SCHLAWD@YALEVM.Bitnet
Cohrebl@YALEVM.BITNET

------------------------------

Date: 17 Nov 90 00:03:58 GMT
From: Dave@avignon.gbdt.oz (Dave Moore)
Subject: Julian May

   A story I was told by a person who should know these things is that Jack
the bodyless HAS reached the publisher, but that editing and so forth may
take up to TWO YEARS!  (pain! agony! suffering! ;-)

   She is also supposed to be working on a shared-universe series with the
author who wrote "Mists of avalon" (Sorry, my mind isn't firing on the
authors name at present, surname starts with a "Z" I think).  This will be
out BEFORE Jack, and will continue for a while yet.

   More news IF it comes to hand.

Dave Moore
Dave@avignon.gbdt.oz

------------------------------

Date: 16 Nov 90 03:29:38 GMT
From: kdunn@lehi3b15.csee.lehigh.edu (Kevin Dunn)
Subject: Anne McCaffrey

   Speaking of Anne McCaffrey, has anyone read _The Death of Sleep_ (I
think that that's the title.)  If so, can someone explain why the last
part is from _Dinosour Planet_ ?  Is it supposed to mesh with the other 2
books, or what?

 Just curious.

------------------------------

Date: 17 Nov 90 07:22:57 GMT
From: gt6502a@prism.gatech.edu (gt6502a BLAKE,JASON)
Subject: R.F. Nelson

   Has anyone read anything by R.F. Nelson. I saw a few books of his in a
local bookstore and was curious. The books inparticular were _Timequest_
and _Blake's Return_ or revenge or something like that. Oh well if anyone
would just send me their opinions, etc. I would really appreciate it.
E-mail preferable, or post it if you want.

Thanks in advance.

Jason William Blake
Georgia Institute of Technology
Atlanta Georgia, 30332
uucp:  ...!{decvax,hplabs,ncar,purdue,rutgers}!gatech!prism!gt6502a
Internet: gt6502a@prism.gatech.edu

------------------------------

Date: 17 Nov 90 01:33:00 GMT
From: NOWAKO09@snybufva.bitnet 
Subject: NIVEN

What is Larry Niven up to these days? I saw a 'Known Space' short story (!)
in Asimov's not to long ago and there is his collaboration in 'Legacy of
the Heorot' (decent read); but nothing else. Did he make his money and run
with it?  Or did he simply get tired? Oh, Man-Kzin wars I-III I thought
where excellent stories but not exactly about the wars themselves. I
expected grand space battles and overall strategy. None to be found, Niven
never wrote these because (he says) he has no talent for war stories. Well
none of these are actually 'war' stories they only take place during the
wars.
   I remember reading all of Larry's stuff (like I know him personally) in
high school, or so I thought a friend of mine told me about Protector, The
Long Arm of Gil Hamilton, World of Ptavvs and A Gift From Earth. Quite a
pleasant surprise.

Joe Nowakowski
nowako09@snybufva

------------------------------

Date: 17 Nov 90 23:19:32 GMT
From: Raistlin@saturn.ucc.umass.edu
Subject: Leaves from the Inn of the Last Home

   Does anybody out there know anything about, or where I can get "Leaves
from the Inn of the Last Home" by Margaret Weis & Tracy Hickman?  The book
was supposed to come out a long time ago, but I've never seen it, or heard
anything about it.  If anyone can give me a synopsis of the book, or better
yet, an idea of where I can get it, it would be greatly appreciated.  TSR
hasn't answered any of my letters yet.  (Does anybody know if TSR has an
E-Mail address?)  Here's the specs on the book:

   "Leaves from the Inn of the Last Home"
   by Margaret Weis & Tracy Hickman
   Dragonlance Series
   Illus., 160 pgs., 1987, paperback
   TSR Inc.

Raistlin@saturn.ucc.umass.edu

------------------------------

Date: 19 Nov 90 07:53:27 GMT
From: BRITZ@kemi.aau.dk (Dieter Britz)
Subject: Gene Wolfe

Having recently read Soldier of the Mist, I am sure there must be more
coming.  Is this part of a series and if so, what's next? My son and I
can't wait.  Thanks for any help.

Dieter Britz
britz@kemi.aau.dk

------------------------------

Date: 16 Nov 90 20:02:19 GMT
From: jcr@mbunix.mitre.org (Rogers)
Subject: Logan's Run (book AND film)

David Bennett (06davis@ac.dal.ca) writes of "Logan's Run" the film:

> ... an incredibly poor movie ....

and of "Logan's Run" the novel:

> I was incredibly drawn into the plot and became exceedingly sympathetic
> to the main characters much more so than I find with most SCI FI books
> these days. I was just wondering, does anybody else out there share my
> passion for this book, or am I the only one?

I too greatly enjoyed this book.  I've read a few shorter works by William
F.  Nolan and generally find his stuff to be very entertaining; it always
"hooks" me.

You may be interested to know that Nolan went on to write two sequels, one
of them is called _Logan's World_, but I can't recall the title of the
other.  I haven't read them and so can't recommend them, but I have seen
them (though infrequently) in New England area used bookshops. I don't know
whether they were written before or after the television series, but I
believe them to be unrelated to it.

What I don't understand is why the movie is so frequently panned. When I
first saw it I loved it! Admittedly, I was only 15 or 16 at the time, but I
still don't think it's as bad as most people claim. I think you need to
consider it in the context of when it was made. It was pre-Star-Wars by one
or two years, and those years (the mid-70's) were lean for SF in film. The
Planet of the Apes series was drawing (or had already drawn) to a close;
there were the "S- lent" movies ("Soylent Green" and "Silent Running"); I
believe "A Boy and His Dog" was filmed at about this time, and what else?
Like I said, a lean period.

I recall going to see "Logan's Run" with a buddy of mine shortly after its
release (we were both rabid SF fans in a wasteland of mundanes, and were
starved for SF on-screen) and we absolutely loved it! It painted a detailed
and colorful (if fanciful) future that fascinated us. Of course, a year or
two later, those same feelings were amplified a thousand-fold when we first
saw "Star Wars", a veritable religious experience, that was.

At any rate, we found the "Logan's Run" novel (written prior to the movie,
if memory serves), and really liked it. It has quite a bit more to offer
than the movie, and while not great literature, it's definitely superior to
much of the popcorn found on the shelves today. (That assessment IS a bit
colored by time, I suppose.)

Jeff R.

------------------------------

Date: 15 Nov 90 07:58:35 GMT
From: boyajian@ruby.dec.com (Cisco's Buddy)
Subject: Re: Wild Cards (spoilers)

lim@freezer.it.udel.edu (Julie Lim) writes:
>>The Turtle: Lost the woman he loved because he couldn't break the news
>>about his power to her.
>
>I thought that the reason he broke up with the woman was because she'd
>been infected with Wild Card in her childhood, so that even though she
>didn't show any symptoms of it herself, the chances were overwhelming that
>any children of their union would be jokers, assuming that they didn't
>draw the black queen.

This is correct.

As far as the other listed fates of the wild cards, the one for Sewer Jack
isn't quite correct. He contracted AIDS, true. And it's also true that it
doesn't affect him when in his alligator form, and so he's had to spend
much of his time as a gator. However, at the end of Book V, Cordelia said
that Tach "suspects" that the time spent as a gator is killing the
retrovirus, so Jack may well find himself purged of AIDS at some point.

What I wonder is if Tach's drawn his card without realizing it, and it's
either had no effect (as with Tuds' erstwhile girlfriend) or a non-obvious
one. He seemed *very* concerned with making sure that he didn't get too
stressed out, which would've activated the virus. I can't imagine what
might be more stressful than what happened to him at the Democratic
Convention.

 --- jayembee (Jerry Boyajian)
UUCP:	...!decwrl!ruby.enet.dec.com!boyajian
ARPA:	boyajian%ruby.DEC@DECWRL.DEC.COM

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	       Books - Aldiss (2 msgs) & Anderson & Bishop &
                       Bradbury (2 msgs) & Delany (3 msgs) & 
                       Kushner & Lafferty

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 20 Nov 90 06:54:21 GMT
From: sprin-t@tahoe.unr.edu (Thomas Springer)
Subject: help with Aldiss, _Barefoot_in_the_Head_

   I have heard some vague rumors about a book by Brian Aldiss called
_Barefoot_in_the_Head_.  The plot, if I remember correctly, involves a sort
of post-apocalyptic world which has been ravaged by acid wars (lsd), a sort
of global chemical warfare I guess.

   Has anyone read this book?  Recommendations?  Is it worth the effort to
dig this somewhat obscure book up?  Can anyone flesh out the plot line any
further (and tantalize me enough so that I will expend any amount of effort
to dig it up)?

Thanks.

------------------------------

Date: 20 Nov 90 11:40:33 GMT
From: trb@cbnews.att.com (Tom Balent)
Subject: Re: help with Aldiss, _Barefoot_in_the_Head_

sprin-t@tahoe.unr.edu (Thomas Springer) writes:
> I have heard some vague rumors about a book by Brian Aldiss called
> _Barefoot_in_the_Head_.  The plot, if I remember correctly, involves a
> sort of post-apocalyptic world which has been ravaged by acid wars (lsd),
> a sort of global chemical warfare I guess.
>
> Has anyone read this book?  Recommendations?  Is it worth the effort to
> dig this somewhat obscure book up?  Can anyone flesh out the plot line
> any further (and tantalize me enough so that I will expend any amount of
> effort to dig it up)?

Let me first say that B. Aldiss is my favorite SF author (he also has some
fine non-SF work). In fact I am trying to collect all of his works in
hardback (and I have a first edition copy of the book in question).

Story background: There has been a war between England and Kuwait.  Kuwait
has dropped acid bombs (LSD like acid) in England's water supply, with the
expected results. The hero(?) of the story is a rock star traveling around
England.

Have I read it? Well, yes and no. The book is very difficult to read.
Since the main character is hallucinating most of the time the narrative is
very disjointed and crazy, to say the least. I have started it a number of
times, but never finished it. Of course that was over ten years ago, maybe
I should give it another try now.

Is it worth it? Well, I think Aldiss has done better (and some that are
worse), but if you expect an easy, rainy-day read, this is not it.  I
really believe you will have to work to find a copy of the book, and then
you will have to work at reading it.

As an aside, the book is dedicated to the rock group Procol Harum (A Whiter
Shade of Pale), and SF/Fantasy author Michael Morcock (sp?).

Other books of Aldiss that I highly recommend: 

   Report on Probability A
   Cryptozoic!
   Frankenstein Unbound (recently released as a movie)
   Seasons in Flight (short stories)
  
Tom Balent

------------------------------

Date: 21 Nov 90 00:28:09 GMT
From: dant@mtdoom.wr.tek.com (Dan Tilque)
Subject: Shakespeare and Anderson

A couple days ago, I had an unusual experience.  I read a couple of Poul
Anderson short stories and then I read the opening scene from "Hamlet".
(Don't ask why I read them in this order, sometimes I just read whatever's
handy.)

The thing that was unusual was the similarity.  It was almost as if they
had been written by the same author.  I'm not sure exactly what was the
same; they just had the same feel or mood or something.  I examined the
Anderson stories and they were just typical Anderson stories (sf not
fantasy).  The only thing I can come up with is that Anderson has a rather
poetic style which matches that of Shakespeare.

Anyone else have a similar experience?

Dan Tilque
dant@mtdoom.WR.TEK.COM

------------------------------

Date: 20 Nov 90 01:15:42 GMT
From: whit@milton.u.washington.edu (John Whitmore)
Subject: Re: No Enemy but Time, by Bishop

sd1r+@andrew.cmu.edu (Sridhar Dasari) writes:
>Just got this book out of the library and wondering whether it's worth it
>to read it.  I've read around 70 pages, but the book is slowing down a lot

   This book is the best anthropological SF around since Chad Oliver.  The
'slowing down' you refer to is laying the groundwork for some
cross-cultural comparisons that you will be seeing later.
   It's well worth reading, and provides LOTS of interesting ideas.  Read
it with a friend, and discuss it at length.
   It's not an adventure story, nor hard SF, but a serious work about man
and his ancestors.  There are lots of stories about modern men living
among, for instance, American Indians; this is an extrapolation (and a good
one) to an earlier race of men, of that same kind of story.

John Whitmore

------------------------------

Date: 20 Nov 90 18:17:22 GMT
From: davidg@aipna.ed.ac.uk (David Green )
Subject: Re: Bradbury/Dark Star

I think the original poster on this Bradbury discussion claimed that the
ending of 'cult' sf movie 'Dark Star' was lifted from a Bradbury story.
Unfortunately I don't think he/she actually told us which Bradbury story it
was. Could the original poster tell me please, or has anyone else got any
ideas?

Thanks.

Dave Green
DAI
Edinburgh, UK

------------------------------

Date: 21 Nov 90 01:17:11 GMT
From: pepke@ds1.scri.fsu.edu (Eric Pepke)
Subject: Re: Bradbury/Dark Star

davidg@aipna.ed.ac.uk (David Green ) writes:
>I think the original poster on this Bradbury discussion claimed that the
>ending of 'cult' sf movie 'Dark Star' was lifted from a Bradbury story.
>Unfortunately I don't think he/she actually told us which Bradbury story
>it was. Could the original poster tell me please, or has anyone else got
>any ideas?

Happy to oblige.  The story is called "Kaleidoscope."  It was published in
1949.  It can be found in the anthology, _The Illustrated Man_.

I'm not going to give spoilers unless I have to, as the book should be
available in most libraries, and the plot devices that were lifted should
be clear to see.

Eric Pepke                                     
Supercomputer Computations Research Institute  
Florida State University                       
Tallahassee, FL 32306-4052      
INTERNET: pepke@gw.scri.fsu.edu
BITNET:   pepke@fsu

------------------------------

Date: 19 Nov 90 17:51:47 GMT
From: mctst@unix.cis.pitt.edu (Mary Tabasko)
Subject: _The Splendor and Misery of Bodies, of Cities_

   I finally found a copy of _Stars in My Pocket Like Grains of Sand_, by
Samuel R. Delany. (Good book, but oh, what a wonderful title.) On the
inside of the back cover, there is a note: "_Stars in My Pocket Like Grains
of Sand_ is the first volume in a science fiction diptych which will
conclude with _The Splendor and Misery of Bodies, of Cities_, to be
published in 1986 as a Bantam Spectra Book."

   My question to netland: Does anyone know if this second work has ever
been published? I've never heard of it, not that *that* means anything.
I've been looking for _Stars in My Pocket..._ for a long time, but I never
knew there was supposed to have been a sequel.

(begin rambling)
I think I would have remembered this sequel, because it, too, has a cool
title. I know it's probably not the most approved-of way to choose books,
but some titles really grab me. I tend to like long ones; offhand, three
titles I find arresting are:
  _All the Lies That Are My Life_ (Harlan Ellison)
  _Beyond the Blue Event Horizon_ (Fred Pohl)
  _Stars in My Pocket Like Grain of Sand_ (Samuel Delany)
OK, so who cares anyway?

Mary Tabasko
371 S. Negley Ave., Apt. 5
Pittsburgh, PA 15232-1110  
412/362-0544 
mctst@unix.cis.pittsburgh.edu
tabasko@idis.lis.pittsburgh.edu

------------------------------

Date: 20 Nov 90 18:49:15 GMT
From: djo@pacbell.com (Dan'l DanehyOakes)
Subject: Re: _The Splendor and Misery of Bodies, of Cities_

mctst@unix.cis.pitt.edu (Mary Tabasko) writes:
>...there is a note: "_Stars in My Pocket Like Grains of Sand_ is the first
>volume in a science fiction diptych which will conclude with _The Splendor
>and Misery of Bodies, of Cities_, to be published in 1986 as a Bantam
>Spectra Book."
>
>   My question to netland: Does anyone know if this second work has ever
>been published?

According to the author's Afterword in the new edition of SiMPLGoS (which
appears to be the only new thing, other than minor textual corrections),
tSaMoB,oS is still a couple of years away.  Bummer.

------------------------------

Date: 20 Nov 90 19:58:24 GMT
From: oneil@aio.jsc.nasa.gov (Graham O'Neil  LESC)
Subject: Re: Dhalgren

IK00053@MAINE.BITNET says,
>I'd like to know if anyone out there has read a masterful novel of ...
>author Samuel R. Delany, entitled _Dhalgren_.  ...  It has got me doing a
>lot of thinking, and I'd like to explore some possibilites of reason and
>style relating to this work.

I am curious about what other people consider the important ideas,
thoughts, reason and style that they got from reading a book of this size,
scope, ambiguity, and accessibility.

When Dhalgren was first published, I was working at Dahlgren [yes, there is
a connection beyond both seeming like the end of the world].  It was the
first book by Delany that I had read.  Except for the TOWERS, I have read
the rest of his works, so it agreed with me.

However, I started it 3 times before finishing it, the first time stopping
at page 35, the second time making it to page 100 and the last time,
reading to the end and mapping back to the beginning to find the laws of
symmetry in force. It took him about 4 years to write it while living in
many different geographic places.  So in taking 4 years to read and
spanning over 2 pi steradians of the globe, I matched his creative span in
Joycean terms.

Part of the enjoyment in reading his books comes from being disturbed.  For
me the disturbances were greatest in 2 areas, sex and reality.  The
sexuality could be considered shocking, it was certainly voluminous and
pervasive.  Sometimes it was erotic, othertimes structural or functional
and sometimes, ...[can't quite put my finger on it].

He plays with reality on many levels and in many dimensions using a wide
variety of devices to attain the effect. At first, I would read and re-read
looking for the clue to tell me where the branch point occurred or which
Riemann sheet was the current reality, or maybe the most useful for reading
the story.  Except for Zelazny's Amber series, there is no book I have
read where the central character is so powerful at shifting reality yet so
helpless to change the context of those realities.

Other areas where it made a great impact on me included my concept of
poetry, the interpersonal psychology of communal life and community
participation, an introduction to modern literary criticism, the making of
myths, and a new perspective on dreams and life experiences.  This book and
the other big books [of Delaney's of course] provided keys and guides to
reading and ideas that I had not encountered in previous authors.

The poetic influence was not so much from the book that the protagonist
writes [or doesn't write], but rather from the chapter on optics where by
metaphor, poetry is examined as a mirror, lens(e), and prism. A project
that I worked on for a while was the creative reconstruction of the oeuvre
in ``Brass Orchids.''

Indeed this novel, ``Nova,'' ``Babel-17'' and ``Ballad of Beta 2'' prepared
me for ``Tales of Neveryon'' which with its appendices, references and
explication introduced me to semiotics and deconstructionism. Given
Delany's literary methods, could his intentions have forged this ab initio
beginning?  A careful reading of K. Leslie Steiner's embedded texts seems
to confirm thisFrom sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu  Wed Nov 21 08:23:36 1990
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Today's Topics:

	  Books - Disch (4 msgs) & McCaffrey (2 msgs) & Powers &
                  Wolfe (2 msgs) & Request & Logan's Run

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 19 Nov 90 15:19:21 GMT
From: abl@dart.ece.cmu.edu (Antonio Leal)
Subject: Disch, Camp Concentration

Twenty two years after its 1968 publication, I finally got around to
reading Thomas M. Disch's Camp Concentration.  This is one of the
"literary" exponents of the SF "new wave", a rather polluted affair which,
in the 1970's, left the field foundering in a morass of pessimism and empty
style, incidentally opening the breach where poorly written, trashy,
irrational fantasy adventures came to substitute poorly written, trashy,
technologically oriented adventures.

Camp Concentration is the sum of two vectors.  One is the story (later
developed into a novel) Flowers for Algernon, written by Daniel Keyes
earlier in the '60s.  The story won the 1960 Hugo for short fiction, the
novel, the 1967 Nebula.  The basic plot involved a man whose intelligence
is artificially tripled in a benevolent experiment; the story chronicles,
in diary form, his rise from moron to genius and tragic regression, with
death prognosticated at the end.  While Keyes' story can be accused of
sentimentalism and a certain simplemindedness (the chronic problem of man
imagining superman), these are undoubtedly the bones that Disch tried to
dress in a different flesh.  This was not a unique phenomenon.  The "new
wave", being rather short of raw imaginative power, borrowed shamelessly
from "the hacks." Incidentally, and referring to the asexual society topic
raised here in sfl, LeGuin's hermaphrodites in Left Hand of Darkness
(1969), owe more than a smidgen to Sturgeon's Venus Plus X (1960), where
the topic was first seriously raised.

The second vector is Thomas Mann's Faustus.  The ways, means and symptoms
of the intellectual ascension are those of the syphilis bacteria, as Mann
described them for his protagonist, composer Adrian Leverkuhn.  Disch
emulates much of the intellectual ambience surrounding the theme, and even
acknowledges Mann with a reference to a East German woman, "hard music
composer Adrienne Leverkuhn".  Keyes gets no such nod, not even when the
animal precursor in the experiment (the Algernon in the title) is changed
from a mouse to three infected rabbits.

Disch also changes the setting, from a benevolent clinical trial to a
malevolent secret experiment involving an anonymous big corporation and the
military.  This affords him room for some conflict, and a different plot
denouement. While the first is well carried off, the latter is a miserable
deus-ex-machina affair, and lamely explained to boot.

The only point that Disch leaves himself for superseding his sources is the
middle passage, the painting of the scenes where the amplification of
intelligence might afford a glimpse into the alien.  And, like a horse
refusing a jump, Disch begs off.  He lapses into gibberish - oh, highly
respectable gibberish, from impeccable ancient literary sources but,
gibberish nonetheless.  And, even if we would expect incomprehensibility,
it is the _wrong_ kind of incomprehensibility: it does not convey the
impression of a higher intelligence struggling with despair, it only
conveys the impression of a writer scrabbling to cover up failure on what
he promised to deliver.  And, as any purveyor of illusions knows, it is the
impression that matters.

This book is, in many ways, typical of the "new wave" in SF - it tries to
extract style and substance from a first-rate author, and cast it in a mold
crafted by an imaginative artisan.  The result is a mud pie - literarily,
the work is derivative and second rate; as SF, and for different reasons,
it is also derivative and second rate.  Only those unfamiliar with both
fields see virtue in it.  But then, Wells warned us about one-eyed men in
the land of the blind.

Antonio B. Leal
Dept. of Electrical and Computer Engineering
Carnegie Mellon University
Pittsburgh, PA. 15213   U.S.A.
[412] 268-2937
abl@ece.cmu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 19 Nov 90 22:06:33 GMT
From: mnemonic@eff.org (Mike Godwin)
Subject: Re: Disch, Camp Concentration

abl@dart.ece.cmu.edu (Antonio Leal) writes:
>Keyes gets no such nod, not even when the animal precursor in the
>experiment (the Algernon in the title) is changed from a mouse to three
>infected rabbits.

Keyes gets no such nod because he's probably not an influence on CAMP
CONCENTRATION.

If you think the idea of artificially enhanced human intelligence
originates in A FLOWER FOR ALGERNON, you're mistaken. Olaf Stapledon, for
one, dealt with artificially enhanced human intelligence in ODD JOHN, and
with artificially enhanced animal intelligence in SIRIUS.

Keyes's book is okay, but he's basically a one-trick pony, and his
"influence" on SF writers, new-wave or otherwise, has been minimal.

Mike Godwin
mnemonic@well.sf.ca.us

------------------------------

Date: 20 Nov 90 19:53:57 GMT
From: austern@ux5.lbl.gov (Matt Austern)
Subject: Re: Disch, Camp Concentration

mnemonic@eff (Mike Godwin) writes: 
>Keyes's book [FLOWERS FOR ALGERNON] is okay, but he's basically a
>one-trick pony, and his "influence" on SF writers, new-wave or otherwise,
>has been minimal.

I would tend to agree with this judgment of the book Flowers for Algernon;
I'm puzzled, though, at the mention of that book instead of the shorter
work, of the same title, that preceded it.

"Flowers for Algernon," the novella, is much more focused (I found the
novel somewhat bloated with extraneous material), and, I think, much better
than "okay."

Incidentally, while I have no reason to think that Keyes was a major
influence on Disch, at least one writer, Joe Haldeman, wrote a deliberate
pastiche of "Flowers for Algernon."  See Dealing in Futures.

Matthew Austern
(415) 644-2618
austern@lbl.bitnet     
austern@ux5.lbl.gov
austern@lbl.gov

------------------------------

Date: 20 Nov 90 18:36:59 GMT
From: djo@pacbell.com (Dan'l DanehyOakes)
Subject: Re: Disch, Camp Concentration

abl@dart.ece.cmu.edu (Antonio Leal) writes:
>Twenty two years after its 1968 publication, I finally got around to
>reading Thomas M. Disch's Camp Concentration.  This is one of the
>"literary" exponents of the SF "new wave", a rather polluted affair which,
>in the 1970's, left the field foundering in a morass of pessimism and
>empty style,- incidentally opening the breach where poorly written,
>trashy, irrational fantasy adventures came to substitute poorly written,
>trashy, technologically oriented adventures.

Yes, Antonio, but how do you really feel about the New Wave?

And if you hate the New Wave so much why did you feel you needed to read
CAMP CONCENTRATION, given that it's one of the most "New Wavey" novels
written at that time?  Just to have something to badmouth because you don't
understand it?

>Camp Concentration is the sum of two vectors.  One is the story (later
>developed into a novel) Flowers for Algernon, written by Daniel Keyes
>earlier in the '60s.  The story won the 1960 Hugo for short fiction, the
>novel, the 1967 Nebula.

Similarity of concept does not imply influence.  In fact, it's improbable
in the extreme that Disch was unfamiliar with "Flowers," but any influence
there is minimal at best.  Nor did the idea of artificially (or otherwise)
increasing intelligence begin with Keyes, we might add; it can be traced
through Poul Anderson's "Brainwave" and at least as far back as
pre-Campbellian SF (e.g., "The Man Who Evolved").

>The basic plot involved a man whose intelligence is artificially tripled
>in a benevolent experiment; the story chronicles, in diary form, his rise
>from moron to genius and tragic regression, with death prognosticated at
>the end.

This is, of course, Keyes' great innovation: he converted a well-raked-over
SF gimmick to high tragedy by the simple expedients of (1) making the
result of the surgery temporary, and (2) making the character begin as a
moron, so that, in his altered state, he not only knows what is going to
happen to him, but knows that he will cease to understand it.  The
reversion to mute incomprehension is a feat of stylistic brilliance that
makes your remark about "hacks" seem utterly ignorant.

Disch's primary innovation in CAMP CONCENTRATION was the attempt, by and
large successful with some necessary failures, to portray the point of view
of a character not only much smarter than himself, but much smarter than
*anyone*.

>Incidentally, and referring to the asexual society topic raised here in
>sfl, LeGuin's hermaphrodites in Left Hand of Darkness (1969), owe more
>than a smidgen to Sturgeon's Venus Plus X (1960), where the topic was
>first seriously raised.

I wouldn't assume that Le Guin was *or* wasn't familiar with V+X.  Further,
Sturgeon is another writer whom (like Keyes) the New Wave regarded as one
of their own, though older; indeed, he wrote one of the centerpiece stories
for DANGEROUS VISIONS, the New Wave anthology par excellence, "If All Men
Were Brothers, Would You Let One Marry Your Sister?"

Whether or not Le Guin was familiar with V+X, LHoD is very different in
conception; it's a thought experiment in "what a society would be like if
there were no 'men' and 'women' to discriminate between."  Not if women
were on top, or if they were treated as absolute equals, what if there
were no difference at all to vive (or vide).

>The second vector is Thomas Mann's Faustus.  

No, the second vector is the entire history of the Faust story, including
the versions of Mann, Goethe, and Marlowe (among others).

>the [denouement] is a miserable deus-ex-machina affair, and lamely
>explained to boot.

A matter of taste, I suppose, or maybe you didn't follow it very well.
Disch, in his early novels, delighted in taking dumb science fiction
cliches and doing something radically strange with them.  THE GENOCIDES,
for example, took the cliche of the alien invasion and carried it to its
logical extreme: the human race is wiped out, end of story.  (He pointed
out in an interview in the late '70s, that watching the Earth get trashed
is the real fun in alien invasion novels; he just decided to deliver what
these novels were always promising.)

The denouement of CAMP CONCENTRATION is just such a whup-upside-the-head to
a dumb science fiction cliche.  If you look at it, what we have is a mad
scientist strapping two people into chairs with collanders over their heads
and swapping their brains (well, minds or personalities).  By the late
'60s, nobody would have dared to do such a dumb thing in a sf novel.  So
Disch did, and made it work.

------------------------------

Date: 18 Nov 90 22:53:56 GMT
From: mk3c+@andrew.cmu.edu (Melinda J. Klump)
Subject: Re: Maps,Anne McCaffrey & misc.

Karen Wynn Fonstad is her name.  I have the Atlas of Pern, and I love it.
Sometimes Anne's descriptions of the Weyrs were just not enough for me to
visualize properly the vastness of the volcanoes.  Other good Pern books:
People of Pern, Dragonlovers guide to Pern.  Sorry, don't know authors
offhand.

Has anyone noticed that all of her books now deal with the Federated
Sentient Planets in some way.  I thought for sure that Pern was the only
one not a part of it, until Dragonsdawn came out.  Can anyone figure out a
future history from all the books, or is she planning on telling the
origins and history of the FSP?  Or will she, as I suspect, use it as a
backdrop only for a good while more?

Anne, Julian May, and Ursula K. (I think, is she the darkover author?)
have indeed all written a book together told from the perspectives of three
women, each of whom is handled by a respective author.  I can't wait to get
it.

Michael J. Pastor III

------------------------------

Date: 19 Nov 90 13:51:37 GMT
From: rkh@mtune.att.com (Robert Halloran)
Subject: Re: Anne McCaffrey

kdunn@lehi3b15.csee.Lehigh.EDU (Kevin Dunn) writes:
>   Speaking of Anne McCaffrey, has anyone read _The Death of Sleep_ (I
>think that that's the title...)  If so, can someone explain why the last
>part is from _Dinosour Planet_ ?  Is it supposed to mesh with the other 2
>books, or what?

There's supposed to be some basic mesh with the Iretan books (D.P. and D.P.
Survivors).  McCaffrey and Elizabeth Moon have done another 'background'
book, SASSINAK, dealing with the commander of the ship that rediscovers
Ireta, who ends up being a great^N-descendant of Lunzie.

Bob Halloran
Internet: rkh@mtune.dptg.att.com
UUCP: att!mtune!rkh		

------------------------------

Date: 19 Nov 90 20:38:54 GMT
From: ap1i+@andrew.cmu.edu (Andrew C. Plotkin)
Subject: Re: Tim Powers, vampire fiction

On vampires: I just bought (finally!) and read Tim Powers' latest, _The
Stress of Her Regard_. It came out in hardback over a year ago, and then
must have really crashed in the stores, because it never reached paperback.
I'm not sure why.  IMHO, it's on a par with the best of his other stuff.
(Does anyone know anything about the lack of paperback publication?)

It's about vampires, or creatures that spawned the vampire legends but,
they're much more complex (and interesting) than traditional vampires. The
same creatures are the source of the Medusa myths, and succubi/incubi, and
the Nine Muses... (heh heh heh).

Unlike a lot of the recent vampire books, it's not at all sympathetic to
the critters; but it focuses heavily on the reactions of the victims.

Also, as usual for Powers, there's lots of blood, mutilation, muck, and
nasty, nasty magic, all lovingly described in grotesque detail. Be warned.

And, yes, a brief reference to William Ashbless.

------------------------------

Date: 19 Nov 90 13:21:09 GMT
From: abl@dart.ece.cmu.edu (Antonio Leal)
Subject: Re: Gene Wolfe

BRITZ@KEMI.AAU.DK (Dieter Britz) writes:
>Having recently read Soldier of the Mist, I am sure there must be more
>coming.  Is this part of a series and if so, what's next? My son and I
>can't wait.

Soldier of Arete' is out in paperback.  It's the second volume of those
"memories" (a rather appropriate term in this case).  It may also end the
series, unless Wolfe chooses to follow his protagonist back to Latium.

Quite a triumph of intelligent writing.  Not necessarily _the_ faithful
rendition of the past, but at least not marred by imbecilic concessions to
the mindset of the present day audience.

Antonio B. Leal
Dept. of Electrical and Computer Engineering
Carnegie Mellon University
Pittsburgh, PA. 15213   U.S.A.
[412] 268-2937
abl@ece.cmu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 19 Nov 90 19:01:27 GMT
From: SPAMFB@harvarda.bitnet (Bryan Cholfin)
Subject: Wolfe

Someone had read Wolfe's SOLDIER OF THE MIST and wanted to know about a
sequel.  There is one, published last year by Tor books, SOLDIER OF ARETE,
which contains more of Latro's 'scrolls.' I'm not sure if the paperback is
out yet, but the hardcover is still floating around and if not already out
the paperback is sure to be out fairly soon. Gene had thought about writing
a third book, but his publisher thought the proposal would be too weird for
most readers (would have been written from the viewpoint of the Persians).
His new book, PANDORA, BY HOLLY HOLLANDER, is just out.

Bryan Cholfin
Broken Mirrors Press

------------------------------

Date: 15 Nov 90 00:44:00 GMT
From: MJENKIN@opie.bgsu.edu
Subject: Request

     I am looking for stories (preferably of novella length or longer, up
to full novels) dealing with sub-light multigenerational spacecraft.  Could
someone make some recommendations?  (Primary bent: 'hard science')
Thanks.

Mark F. Jenkins
Bowling Green State University

------------------------------

Date: 20 Nov 90 15:46:00 GMT
From: PSYCHO@ksuvm.ksu.edu (Scott)
Subject: Logan's Run

   Seeing how there is a virtual Logan's Run sub-topic emerging, why not
mention the comic books?  I have the 7 that were printed.  To summarize:
the first five almost scene for scene recount the movie.  Numbers 6&7 start
what seem to be whole new plot complications (id est: whole Domes that were
unknown to "Logan's people", a dark, lurking figure somewhere under the
domes, and the release of the violent children that caused so many troubles
in the film (Sorry I've forgotten the name for them.)
   Clearly, more books were planned, but for some reason, never made.  Does
anyone know why?  Having read this alternate "aftermath" of Logan's Run as
well as having seen the tv episodes, it is clear that they are unrelated.
I can't help but wonder how different the original author's plans are.
   Speaking of which, the 3 Logan books are in print in a volume entitled
Logan: A Trilogy (ISBN 0-940776-23-5) published by Maclay Associates
written by William F. Nolan.  Although it is listed in the volume "Books In
Print" , the local "book" stores have had problems ordering it.  I wish you
luck.

Scott Frank
PSYCHO@KSUVM
PSYCHO@KSUVM.KSU.EDU

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	  Books - Disch (4 msgs) & McCaffrey (2 msgs) & Powers &
                  Wolfe (2 msgs) & Request & Logan's Run

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 19 Nov 90 15:19:21 GMT
From: abl@dart.ece.cmu.edu (Antonio Leal)
Subject: Disch, Camp Concentration

Twenty two years after its 1968 publication, I finally got around to
reading Thomas M. Disch's Camp Concentration.  This is one of the
"literary" exponents of the SF "new wave", a rather polluted affair which,
in the 1970's, left the field foundering in a morass of pessimism and empty
style, incidentally opening the breach where poorly written, trashy,
irrational fantasy adventures came to substitute poorly written, trashy,
technologically oriented adventures.

Camp Concentration is the sum of two vectors.  One is the story (later
developed into a novel) Flowers for Algernon, written by Daniel Keyes
earlier in the '60s.  The story won the 1960 Hugo for short fiction, the
novel, the 1967 Nebula.  The basic plot involved a man whose intelligence
is artificially tripled in a benevolent experiment; the story chronicles,
in diary form, his rise from moron to genius and tragic regression, with
death prognosticated at the end.  While Keyes' story can be accused of
sentimentalism and a certain simplemindedness (the chronic problem of man
imagining superman), these are undoubtedly the bones that Disch tried to
dress in a different flesh.  This was not a unique phenomenon.  The "new
wave", being rather short of raw imaginative power, borrowed shamelessly
from "the hacks." Incidentally, and referring to the asexual society topic
raised here in sfl, LeGuin's hermaphrodites in Left Hand of Darkness
(1969), owe more than a smidgen to Sturgeon's Venus Plus X (1960), where
the topic was first seriously raised.

The second vector is Thomas Mann's Faustus.  The ways, means and symptoms
of the intellectual ascension are those of the syphilis bacteria, as Mann
described them for his protagonist, composer Adrian Leverkuhn.  Disch
emulates much of the intellectual ambience surrounding the theme, and even
acknowledges Mann with a reference to a East German woman, "hard music
composer Adrienne Leverkuhn".  Keyes gets no such nod, not even when the
animal precursor in the experiment (the Algernon in the title) is changed
from a mouse to three infected rabbits.

Disch also changes the setting, from a benevolent clinical trial to a
malevolent secret experiment involving an anonymous big corporation and the
military.  This affords him room for some conflict, and a different plot
denouement. While the first is well carried off, the latter is a miserable
deus-ex-machina affair, and lamely explained to boot.

The only point that Disch leaves himself for superseding his sources is the
middle passage, the painting of the scenes where the amplification of
intelligence might afford a glimpse into the alien.  And, like a horse
refusing a jump, Disch begs off.  He lapses into gibberish - oh, highly
respectable gibberish, from impeccable ancient literary sources but,
gibberish nonetheless.  And, even if we would expect incomprehensibility,
it is the _wrong_ kind of incomprehensibility: it does not convey the
impression of a higher intelligence struggling with despair, it only
conveys the impression of a writer scrabbling to cover up failure on what
he promised to deliver.  And, as any purveyor of illusions knows, it is the
impression that matters.

This book is, in many ways, typical of the "new wave" in SF - it tries to
extract style and substance from a first-rate author, and cast it in a mold
crafted by an imaginative artisan.  The result is a mud pie - literarily,
the work is derivative and second rate; as SF, and for different reasons,
it is also derivative and second rate.  Only those unfamiliar with both
fields see virtue in it.  But then, Wells warned us about one-eyed men in
the land of the blind.

Antonio B. Leal
Dept. of Electrical and Computer Engineering
Carnegie Mellon University
Pittsburgh, PA. 15213   U.S.A.
[412] 268-2937
abl@ece.cmu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 19 Nov 90 22:06:33 GMT
From: mnemonic@eff.org (Mike Godwin)
Subject: Re: Disch, Camp Concentration

abl@dart.ece.cmu.edu (Antonio Leal) writes:
>Keyes gets no such nod, not even when the animal precursor in the
>experiment (the Algernon in the title) is changed from a mouse to three
>infected rabbits.

Keyes gets no such nod because he's probably not an influence on CAMP
CONCENTRATION.

If you think the idea of artificially enhanced human intelligence
originates in A FLOWER FOR ALGERNON, you're mistaken. Olaf Stapledon, for
one, dealt with artificially enhanced human intelligence in ODD JOHN, and
with artificially enhanced animal intelligence in SIRIUS.

Keyes's book is okay, but he's basically a one-trick pony, and his
"influence" on SF writers, new-wave or otherwise, has been minimal.

Mike Godwin
mnemonic@well.sf.ca.us

------------------------------

Date: 20 Nov 90 19:53:57 GMT
From: austern@ux5.lbl.gov (Matt Austern)
Subject: Re: Disch, Camp Concentration

mnemonic@eff (Mike Godwin) writes: 
>Keyes's book [FLOWERS FOR ALGERNON] is okay, but he's basically a
>one-trick pony, and his "influence" on SF writers, new-wave or otherwise,
>has been minimal.

I would tend to agree with this judgment of the book Flowers for Algernon;
I'm puzzled, though, at the mention of that book instead of the shorter
work, of the same title, that preceded it.

"Flowers for Algernon," the novella, is much more focused (I found the
novel somewhat bloated with extraneous material), and, I think, much better
than "okay."

Incidentally, while I have no reason to think that Keyes was a major
influence on Disch, at least one writer, Joe Haldeman, wrote a deliberate
pastiche of "Flowers for Algernon."  See Dealing in Futures.

Matthew Austern
(415) 644-2618
austern@lbl.bitnet     
austern@ux5.lbl.gov
austern@lbl.gov

------------------------------

Date: 20 Nov 90 18:36:59 GMT
From: djo@pacbell.com (Dan'l DanehyOakes)
Subject: Re: Disch, Camp Concentration

abl@dart.ece.cmu.edu (Antonio Leal) writes:
>Twenty two years after its 1968 publication, I finally got around to
>reading Thomas M. Disch's Camp Concentration.  This is one of the
>"literary" exponents of the SF "new wave", a rather polluted affair which,
>in the 1970's, left the field foundering in a morass of pessimism and
>empty style,- incidentally opening the breach where poorly written,
>trashy, irrational fantasy adventures came to substitute poorly written,
>trashy, technologically oriented adventures.

Yes, Antonio, but how do you really feel about the New Wave?

And if you hate the New Wave so much why did you feel you needed to read
CAMP CONCENTRATION, given that it's one of the most "New Wavey" novels
written at that time?  Just to have something to badmouth because you don't
understand it?

>Camp Concentration is the sum of two vectors.  One is the story (later
>developed into a novel) Flowers for Algernon, written by Daniel Keyes
>earlier in the '60s.  The story won the 1960 Hugo for short fiction, the
>novel, the 1967 Nebula.

Similarity of concept does not imply influence.  In fact, it's improbable
in the extreme that Disch was unfamiliar with "Flowers," but any influence
there is minimal at best.  Nor did the idea of artificially (or otherwise)
increasing intelligence begin with Keyes, we might add; it can be traced
through Poul Anderson's "Brainwave" and at least as far back as
pre-Campbellian SF (e.g., "The Man Who Evolved").

>The basic plot involved a man whose intelligence is artificially tripled
>in a benevolent experiment; the story chronicles, in diary form, his rise
>from moron to genius and tragic regression, with death prognosticated at
>the end.

This is, of course, Keyes' great innovation: he converted a well-raked-over
SF gimmick to high tragedy by the simple expedients of (1) making the
result of the surgery temporary, and (2) making the character begin as a
moron, so that, in his altered state, he not only knows what is going to
happen to him, but knows that he will cease to understand it.  The
reversion to mute incomprehension is a feat of stylistic brilliance that
makes your remark about "hacks" seem utterly ignorant.

Disch's primary innovation in CAMP CONCENTRATION was the attempt, by and
large successful with some necessary failures, to portray the point of view
of a character not only much smarter than himself, but much smarter than
*anyone*.

>Incidentally, and referring to the asexual society topic raised here in
>sfl, LeGuin's hermaphrodites in Left Hand of Darkness (1969), owe more
>than a smidgen to Sturgeon's Venus Plus X (1960), where the topic was
>first seriously raised.

I wouldn't assume that Le Guin was *or* wasn't familiar with V+X.  Further,
Sturgeon is another writer whom (like Keyes) the New Wave regarded as one
of their own, though older; indeed, he wrote one of the centerpiece stories
for DANGEROUS VISIONS, the New Wave anthology par excellence, "If All Men
Were Brothers, Would You Let One Marry Your Sister?"

Whether or not Le Guin was familiar with V+X, LHoD is very different in
conception; it's a thought experiment in "what a society would be like if
there were no 'men' and 'women' to discriminate between."  Not if women
were on top, or if they were treated as absolute equals, what if there
were no difference at all to vive (or vide).

>The second vector is Thomas Mann's Faustus.  

No, the second vector is the entire history of the Faust story, including
the versions of Mann, Goethe, and Marlowe (among others).

>the [denouement] is a miserable deus-ex-machina affair, and lamely
>explained to boot.

A matter of taste, I suppose, or maybe you didn't follow it very well.
Disch, in his early novels, delighted in taking dumb science fiction
cliches and doing something radically strange with them.  THE GENOCIDES,
for example, took the cliche of the alien invasion and carried it to its
logical extreme: the human race is wiped out, end of story.  (He pointed
out in an interview in the late '70s, that watching the Earth get trashed
is the real fun in alien invasion novels; he just decided to deliver what
these novels were always promising.)

The denouement of CAMP CONCENTRATION is just such a whup-upside-the-head to
a dumb science fiction cliche.  If you look at it, what we have is a mad
scientist strapping two people into chairs with collanders over their heads
and swapping their brains (well, minds or personalities).  By the late
'60s, nobody would have dared to do such a dumb thing in a sf novel.  So
Disch did, and made it work.

------------------------------

Date: 18 Nov 90 22:53:56 GMT
From: mk3c+@andrew.cmu.edu (Melinda J. Klump)
Subject: Re: Maps,Anne McCaffrey & misc.

Karen Wynn Fonstad is her name.  I have the Atlas of Pern, and I love it.
Sometimes Anne's descriptions of the Weyrs were just not enough for me to
visualize properly the vastness of the volcanoes.  Other good Pern books:
People of Pern, Dragonlovers guide to Pern.  Sorry, don't know authors
offhand.

Has anyone noticed that all of her books now deal with the Federated
Sentient Planets in some way.  I thought for sure that Pern was the only
one not a part of it, until Dragonsdawn came out.  Can anyone figure out a
future history from all the books, or is she planning on telling the
origins and history of the FSP?  Or will she, as I suspect, use it as a
backdrop only for a good while more?

Anne, Julian May, and Ursula K. (I think, is she the darkover author?)
have indeed all written a book together told from the perspectives of three
women, each of whom is handled by a respective author.  I can't wait to get
it.

Michael J. Pastor III

------------------------------

Date: 19 Nov 90 13:51:37 GMT
From: rkh@mtune.att.com (Robert Halloran)
Subject: Re: Anne McCaffrey

kdunn@lehi3b15.csee.Lehigh.EDU (Kevin Dunn) writes:
>   Speaking of Anne McCaffrey, has anyone read _The Death of Sleep_ (I
>think that that's the title...)  If so, can someone explain why the last
>part is from _Dinosour Planet_ ?  Is it supposed to mesh with the other 2
>books, or what?

There's supposed to be some basic mesh with the Iretan books (D.P. and D.P.
Survivors).  McCaffrey and Elizabeth Moon have done another 'background'
book, SASSINAK, dealing with the commander of the ship that rediscovers
Ireta, who ends up being a great^N-descendant of Lunzie.

Bob Halloran
Internet: rkh@mtune.dptg.att.com
UUCP: att!mtune!rkh		

------------------------------

Date: 19 Nov 90 20:38:54 GMT
From: ap1i+@andrew.cmu.edu (Andrew C. Plotkin)
Subject: Re: Tim Powers, vampire fiction

On vampires: I just bought (finally!) and read Tim Powers' latest, _The
Stress of Her Regard_. It came out in hardback over a year ago, and then
must have really crashed in the stores, because it never reached paperback.
I'm not sure why.  IMHO, it's on a par with the best of his other stuff.
(Does anyone know anything about the lack of paperback publication?)

It's about vampires, or creatures that spawned the vampire legends but,
they're much more complex (and interesting) than traditional vampires. The
same creatures are the source of the Medusa myths, and succubi/incubi, and
the Nine Muses... (heh heh heh).

Unlike a lot of the recent vampire books, it's not at all sympathetic to
the critters; but it focuses heavily on the reactions of the victims.

Also, as usual for Powers, there's lots of blood, mutilation, muck, and
nasty, nasty magic, all lovingly described in grotesque detail. Be warned.

And, yes, a brief reference to William Ashbless.

------------------------------

Date: 19 Nov 90 13:21:09 GMT
From: abl@dart.ece.cmu.edu (Antonio Leal)
Subject: Re: Gene Wolfe

BRITZ@KEMI.AAU.DK (Dieter Britz) writes:
>Having recently read Soldier of the Mist, I am sure there must be more
>coming.  Is this part of a series and if so, what's next? My son and I
>can't wait.

Soldier of Arete' is out in paperback.  It's the second volume of those
"memories" (a rather appropriate term in this case).  It may also end the
series, unless Wolfe chooses to follow his protagonist back to Latium.

Quite a triumph of intelligent writing.  Not necessarily _the_ faithful
rendition of the past, but at least not marred by imbecilic concessions to
the mindset of the present day audience.

Antonio B. Leal
Dept. of Electrical and Computer Engineering
Carnegie Mellon University
Pittsburgh, PA. 15213   U.S.A.
[412] 268-2937
abl@ece.cmu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 19 Nov 90 19:01:27 GMT
From: SPAMFB@harvarda.bitnet (Bryan Cholfin)
Subject: Wolfe

Someone had read Wolfe's SOLDIER OF THE MIST and wanted to know about a
sequel.  There is one, published last year by Tor books, SOLDIER OF ARETE,
which contains more of Latro's 'scrolls.' I'm not sure if the paperback is
out yet, but the hardcover is still floating around and if not already out
the paperback is sure to be out fairly soon. Gene had thought about writing
a third book, but his publisher thought the proposal would be too weird for
most readers (would have been written from the viewpoint of the Persians).
His new book, PANDORA, BY HOLLY HOLLANDER, is just out.

Bryan Cholfin
Broken Mirrors Press

------------------------------

Date: 15 Nov 90 00:44:00 GMT
From: MJENKIN@opie.bgsu.edu
Subject: Request

     I am looking for stories (preferably of novella length or longer, up
to full novels) dealing with sub-light multigenerational spacecraft.  Could
someone make some recommendations?  (Primary bent: 'hard science')
Thanks.

Mark F. Jenkins
Bowling Green State University

------------------------------

Date: 20 Nov 90 15:46:00 GMT
From: PSYCHO@ksuvm.ksu.edu (Scott)
Subject: Logan's Run

   Seeing how there is a virtual Logan's Run sub-topic emerging, why not
mention the comic books?  I have the 7 that were printed.  To summarize:
the first five almost scene for scene recount the movie.  Numbers 6&7 start
what seem to be whole new plot complications (id est: whole Domes that were
unknown to "Logan's people", a dark, lurking figure somewhere under the
domes, and the release of the violent children that caused so many troubles
in the film (Sorry I've forgotten the name for them.)
   Clearly, more books were planned, but for some reason, never made.  Does
anyone know why?  Having read this alternate "aftermath" of Logan's Run as
well as having seen the tv episodes, it is clear that they are unrelated.
I can't help but wonder how different the original author's plans are.
   Speaking of which, the 3 Logan books are in print in a volume entitled
Logan: A Trilogy (ISBN 0-940776-23-5) published by Maclay Associates
written by William F. Nolan.  Although it is listed in the volume "Books In
Print" , the local "book" stores have had problems ordering it.  I wish you
luck.

Scott Frank
PSYCHO@KSUVM
PSYCHO@KSUVM.KSU.EDU

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

		   Films - Back to the Future (4 msgs) &
                           Highlander II (2 msgs) & 
                           Jacob's Ladder & Batman (3 msgs) & 
                           Star Wars (2 msgs) & Neuromancer & 
                           It (3 msgs) & Beastmaster II (2 msgs) &
                           Request

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 5 Nov 90 14:24:05 GMT
From: kc2w+@andrew.cmu.edu (Kevin J. Chen)
Subject: Paradox

Since I appear to have opened a can of worms here, perhaps someone can
explain this *whopper* of a paradox to me:

In Back to the Future Part II, the Prof. explains time as a "continuous
line", and Marty's actions in the future alter the path of the line, so
that it no longer goes to the "real" 1985, but to Biff's 1985 (in which he
is a really rich, amazingly powerful guy).  But since the cause of the
alteration of the time line was actually the giving of the almanac to Biff
in 1956 (?), old Biff shouldn't have been able to return to the "real"
2015. (I hope I've made this clear enough.)  Can anyone resolve this
paradox, or was this just a *real* big goof on Zemeckis' part??

Kevin
kc2w+@andrew.cmu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 5 Nov 90 18:40:13 GMT
From: jsanders@deneb (John E. Sanders)
Subject: Re: Paradox

kc2w+@andrew.cmu.edu (Kevin J. Chen) writes:
>In Back to the Future Part II, the Prof. explains time as a "continuous
>line", and Marty's actions in the future alter the path of the line, so
>that it no longer goes to the "real" 1985, but to Biff's 1985 (in which he
>is a really rich, amazingly powerful guy).  But since the cause of the
>alteration of the time line was actually the giving of the almanac to Biff
>in 1956 (?), old Biff shouldn't have been able to return to the "real"
>2015. (I hope I've made this clear enough.)  Can anyone resolve this
>paradox, or was this just a *real* big goof on Zemeckis' part??

The cause of the alteration of the time line was the use of the almanac,
not the giving.  OldBiff gave the book to YoungBiff, then returned to the
2015 that existed after McFly and the Doc take the almanac away.  We see
the other 1985 because M&D stop by here before going back to 56 or
whenever.

I know the tense on this makes little sense, but that is the way with time
travel.  Maybe I should pull out my D. Adams and figure out the correct
tense :-)

Anyway, this is my best guess.

John Eric Sanders
jsanders@symcom.math.uiuc.edu      

------------------------------

Date: 5 Nov 90 20:25:27 GMT
From: onder@isi.edu (Bruce Onder)
Subject: Re: Paradox

kc2w+@andrew.cmu.edu (Kevin J. Chen) writes:
>In Back to the Future Part II, the Prof. explains time as a "continuous
>line", and Marty's actions in the future alter the path of the line, so
>that it no longer goes to the "real" 1985, but to Biff's 1985 (in which he
>is a really rich, amazingly powerful guy).  But since the cause of the
>alteration of the time line was actually the giving of the almanac to Biff
>in 1956 (?), old Biff shouldn't have been able to return to the "real"
>2015. (I hope I've made this clear enough.)  Can anyone resolve this
>paradox, or was this just a *real* big goof on Zemeckis' part??

I think they tried to cover their butts by having him come back to 2015 and
have that "heart attack" (like the scene in part I where Marty starts to
fade at the end).

Bruce W. Onder
onder@isi.edu

------------------------------

Date: 6 Nov 90 20:36:06 GMT
From: wgarmil@hawk.ulowell.edu (WildCard)
Subject: Re: Paradox

kc2w+@andrew.cmu.edu (Kevin J. Chen) writes:
>In Back to the Future Part II, the Prof. explains time as a "continuous
>line", and Marty's actions in the future alter the path of the line, so
>that it no longer goes to the "real" 1985, but to Biff's 1985 (in which he
>is a really rich, amazingly powerful guy).  But since the cause of the
>alteration of the time line was actually the giving of the almanac to Biff
>in 1956 (?), old Biff shouldn't have been able to return to the "real"
>2015. (I hope I've made this clear enough.)  Can anyone resolve this
>paradox, or was this just a *real* big goof on Zemeckis' part??

The only explaination I've been able to find is the "Ripple Effect".
Stated briefly, changing the past will effect the future, but the change is
not instantaneous.  It takes a set period of "time" for the change to
filter down the time stream into the future.  The longer the time
difference, the longer the ripple will take to reach the time traveller's
point of origin (the time he/she left from).  This, Biff could return to
his future within a short period of time after giving his younger self the
almanac.  After this period of time, his future would no longer exist.

Not the best explanation, but that's the only one I've seen to date.

wgarmil@hawk.ulowell.edu

------------------------------

Date: 5 Nov 90 18:03:29 GMT
From: sd1r+@andrew.cmu.edu (Sridhar Dasari)
Subject: Highlander II: Release Date???

Does anyone know when Highlander II is going to show??  I thought that it
was supposed to be released summer '90.

Sridhar H. Dasari

------------------------------

Date: 6 Nov 90 02:49:16 GMT
From: ccmsean@wilma (TimeWalker)
Subject: Re: Highlander II: Release Date???

sd1r+@andrew.cmu.edu (Sridhar Dasari) writes:
>Does anyone know when Highlander II is going to show??  I thought that it
>was supposed to be released summer '90.

From what a friend of mine has told me, and his source is supposedly
accurate, HighLander II will be released sometime this Winter.

If it actually happens, that is another question.

Sean Matheis
Computing Services
UC Davis
ccmsean@yogi.ucdavis.edu 
ucdavis!yogi!ccmsean
samatheis@ucdavis.edu

------------------------------

Date: 5 Nov 90 19:38:00 GMT
From: SCE316@panam.bitnet
Subject: JACOB'S LADDER

***SPOILERS AHEAD***

I'd like to add a few comments to Mark Leeper's excellent review of the new
film JACOB'S LADDER. I found the imagery, the continuity, and the flow to
be entirely consisitent with a Roman Catholic view of purgatory.  In fact,
it was very much akin to viewing a Peter Bruegel or Hieronimous Bosch
painting placed on film and made to move. In this respect, the film is
something of a breakthrough as, despite its faults, the movie is clearly
cinematic art in a very real sense. Not from an autuer or elitest's point
of view, but on the basis that it is a vision made accessible to virtually
anyone with the price of a ticket.  Mark's strongest point is well taken -
this is a film that stays with you for awhile after the lights come on.

Steve

------------------------------

Date: 9 Nov 90 23:37:04 GMT
From: p3team@sunset.sedd.trw.com
Subject: BATMAN, Next Catwoman

Does anyone know if another BATMAN is being made, and when it might be
scheduled for release?

Ani

------------------------------

Date: 10 Nov 90 17:42:27 GMT
From: dweissman@amarna.gsfc.nasa.gov (WiseGuy)
Subject: Re: BATMAN, Next Catwoman

p3team@sunset.sedd.trw.com writes:
>Does anyone know if another BATMAN is being made, and when it might be 
>scheduled for release.

The Washington Post and Entertainment Tonight both say that the next BATMAN
will be release summer of '92.

Dave Weissman
Goddard Space Flight Center/NASA
dweissman@amarna.gsfc.nasa.gov
dweissman@zaphod.gsfc.nasa.gov

------------------------------

Date: 11 Nov 90 21:38:59 GMT
From: hikaru@halcyon.wa.com
Subject: Re: BATMAN

p3team@sunset.sedd.trw.com writes:
> Does anyone know if another BATMAN is being made, and when it might be
> scheduled for release.

Okay, here's what is known about Batman II:

Nobody knows just what in God's name is going on. There's a script that
they might use, Tim Burton still has yet to decide whether or not he will
direct, no cast members have signed, and it might film in Mexico. That's
all anybody really knows.

Richard Barrett

------------------------------

Date: 13 Nov 90 05:59:50 GMT
From: par@cs.fau.edu (Paul Rivers)
Subject: Re: Star Wars

I was at the new Disney/MGM Studios and went on the Star Tours ride (I
know, childish, but I was there and wanted to see.)

I asked about any possible sequels coming out.  The response was very
negative, until I asked one person who told me (and she slipped at that)
that there was going to be a new sequel coming out in 1992 (Book #1) and
that there were going to be 2 more soon following.  I read about 2 weeks
after Return Of The Jedi that there were contracts out and signed about the
release of the 7th book in the series (Remember that Star Wars, Empire
Strikes Back, and Return of the Jedi were the "Middle Triliogy" and there
were supposed to be 6 other books out there.) in the year 1999.  These
contracts were signed by Marc Hammil and Carrie Fisher.  I don't know what
came about on those.  If anyone can get any info out, it would be GREATLY
appreciated.  I have been and always be a big Star Wars fan.  Thanks.

------------------------------

Date: 13 Nov 90 18:20:35 GMT
From: WK60BUSW@miamiu.bitnet
Subject: Re: Star Wars

The impression I got from watching a TV news show type thing was the Lucas
was going to pump out at least three more if not a full six movies in the
series.  What these will be is unknown but it will be interesting to see.
Imagine a flick about Obi Wan and Anikin before Anikin became Darth.
There are some serious possibilities in the past plus the whole unknown
realm of the future that Lucus wishes to cover in the next fifteen or so
years (good lord that seems a long time).

------------------------------

Date: 14 Nov 90 18:19:06 GMT
From: SESPC356@ysub.ysu.edu
Subject: NEUROMANCER -- The movie

Hello,

   Does anyone known when the movie version of the novel "NEUROMANCER" is
to be released? I purchased the video game based on the book by Gibson. On
the box of the game it is stated that a movie version of the book is "soon
to be released". Has anyone heard anything at all about this film? The game
and book were great, and I'm really looking forward to seeing this movie.

Thank You.

Gary

------------------------------

Date: 19 Nov 90 15:40:18 GMT
From: jmann@angmar.sw.stratus.com (Jim Mann)
Subject: IT -- the Movie

IT -- A MOVIE REVIEW  (Contains Spoilers)

I'll start this review by saying that I am not a horror fan. I won't pick
up horror books unless I have a recommendation from someone saying that the
book is a good book, not just a good horror book.  I am, however, very fond
of Stephen King. King transcends the genre, writing good novels, full of
good, well-drawn characters.

The novel IT is probably THE epic horror novel.  I chose the word epic
deliberately.  The book has the feel of an epic. The actions of the
characters feel as if they are a part of something much bigger, something
very important.  King uses a number of narrative techniques and extensive
foreshadowing to achieve this. Before any major action happens, you have
glimpses of it, helping to make the action seem much bigger when it does
occur. (For example, there is mention of "the apocalyptic rock fight"
several hundred pages before it actually happens. By the time it does, the
reader knows (and feels) that it is a pivotal point in what is to happen.)

IT, like of all of King's major novels, contains well-drawn characters. By
book's end, we know the main characters well, understand why they do what
they do, have lived with them through several major choices, and so forth.

Last night, ABC presented the first part of a two part "novel for
television" based on IT.  Actually, instead of calling a "novel for
television" they should have called it a "Cliff's notes for television"
since it is as close to the King novel as Cliff's notes are to a novel.
That is, it seemed to portray some of the surface of the book (not all, by
any means.  A number of important events are left out). It does not capture
the feel of the book. It instead is a pale outline of the book.

First of all, all of the epic proportions of the novel are gone. Key scenes
- - the rock fight, the first confrontation with it in the sewers, are over
quickly and seem rather trite. They certainly happen too easily. There is
no real build up to these scenes; they just happen.

Secondly, the characters mostly seem shallow, their motives unclear.  This
happens a bit with the lucky seven (the 7 kids who challenge it) and
happens even more so with the villians. Henry Bowers, the main nemesis of
the kids, starts with murderous instincts, unlike in the novel where his
descent into evil happens in stages as he crosses barrier after barrier in
his criminal behavior. His companions aren't really portrayed at all. (For
those who have read the book: I was particularly sorry that they left out
Patrick Hofstadter (sp?), one of the creepiest characters I've seen.)

The novel portrays it as an ancient evil, something that had come to Earth
millions of years in the past and fed on and corrupted what would become
the town of Derry Maine. This comes through almost not at all in the movie.
The kids see old pictures of Pennywise the clown (the chief guise of it),
and one tells the story of a particularly nasty accident at the town's
ironworks. This is not enough to really create the feel of ancient menace
that the book conveys.

Moreover, the book has some moments of real menace. The kids seem in real
danger a number of times, both when confronting Henry Bowers and his gang
and in confronting it in its many forms. The teenage werewolf, a
frightening figure in the book, is trivial in the movie, for example. (The
movie downplays its shapeshifting, in any case.)

In summary, I'm glad I read the book before seeing the movie, since the
movie would have soured me on the book. Will I watch part 2? Yeah,
probably. Although at this point it is more a morbid desire to see how else
they are going to butcher things.

On final note: how would it rate if I were taking it on its own merits,
without reference to the book?  That's hard to say, since I have read the
book. Probably I'd consider it on par with your typical grade C Hammer film
(like a Christoper Lee Dracula film), an OK way to spend two hours at the
movie theater, but not anything great.

Jim Mann
Stratus Computer
jim_mann@es.stratus.com

------------------------------

Date: 20 Nov 90 21:05:42 GMT
From: TCDEV008@ysub.ysu.edu
Subject: Re: IT -- the Movie

jmann@angmar.sw.stratus.com (Jim Mann) says:
>IT -- A MOVIE REVIEW  (Contains Spoilers)
>The novel IT is probably THE epic horror novel.  I chose the word epic
>deliberately.  The book has the feel of an epic.

And how can a book that took hours!!!!!!!!!!! to read be portrayed
effectively on network TV interrupted by commercials? When I read the book,
_IT_ went everywhere but to work with me. In last year's _TV Guide_
preview, they said that _IT_ was to be a 3-part series in May of 1990. I
wonder why they shortened it?

Actually, I think it's as good as they could get it (so far) in that short
a span of time.

>Secondly, the characters mostly seem shallow, their motives unclear.

Again, lack of time.

TCDEV008@YSUB.YSU.EDU
Youngstown State University
(216) 742-3207

------------------------------

Date: 21 Nov 90 00:05:00 GMT
From: rehrauer@apollo.hp.com (Steve Rehrauer)
Subject: Re: IT -- the Movie

jmann@angmar.sw.stratus.com (Jim Mann) writes:
>IT -- A MOVIE REVIEW  (Contains Spoilers)
[ ...stuff deleted... ]
>In summary, I'm glad I read the book before seeing the movie, since the
>movie would have soured me on the book. Will I watch part 2? Yeah,
>probably. Although at this point it is more a morbid desire to see how
>else they are going to butcher things.
>
>On final note: how would it rate if I were taking it on its own merits,
>without reference to the book?

Since I saw part 1 but haven't read the book, I guess I can speak up. :)

"IT: The TV Movie" was an enjoyable if not outstanding way to spend 2
hours.  Certainly far better than 95% of the schlock on American tubes.
And, it (and sentiments like yours towards the book) have interested me
sufficiently that I'll probably go out and read the book, even though
semi-recent King works like "Pet Semetary" had somewhat soured me on his
stuff.  On that score, the TV movie succeeded on all counts.

Steve
rehrauer@apollo.hp.com

------------------------------

Date: 20 Nov 90 14:58:24 GMT
From: HOWE%morekypr@pucc.princeton.edu
Subject: Beastmaster sequel

Does anyone have any details on an upcoming sequel for _Beastmaster_?
(circa 1982 starring Marc Singer and Tanya Roberts) I've heard mention of
_Beastmaster 2: Through the Time Portal_.  Anything anyone has heard will
be appreciated.

Paul Howe
HOWE@MOREKYPR

------------------------------

Date: 20 Nov 90 19:59:45 GMT
From: cirby@vaxb.acs.unt.edu ((C. Irby))
Subject: Re: Beastmaster sequel

HOWE%morekypr@PUCC.PRINCETON.EDU writes:
> Does anyone have any details on an upcoming sequel for _Beastmaster_?
> (circa 1982 starring Marc Singer and Tanya Roberts) I've heard mention
> of _Beastmaster 2: Through the Time Portal_.  Anything anyone has heard
> will be appreciated.

I hear that the female lead is Kari Wuhrer- the redhead from MTV (Remote
Control, Veejay) *Much* prettier and more interesting than Tanya Roberts!

C Irby
Internet: cirby@vaxa.acs.unt.edu
Bitnet: cirby@untvax          

------------------------------

Date: 7 Nov 90 23:07:29 GMT
From: jpb@umbio.med.miami.edu (jpb)
Subject: Vampire Movie request (was Re: ANOTHER vampire story request)

All this talk about vampires reminds me of a vampire movie that I saw years
ago, late at night.  The one really memorable scene is when the gang of
meddling teenagers breaks into the vampire's house, start waving crosses at
him, and start threating to stake him.  The vampire promptly whips out a
.45 and methodically begins to blow them away, while saying something to
the effect of "You don't survive three centuries as an undead without
learning how to deal with the likes of you."

Any ideas as to the title?

Joe Block
jpb@umbio.med.miami.edu

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	  Miscellaneous - Fanzines (4 msgs) & Vampires (7 msgs) &
                          Request & The 1990 Bram Stoker Awards 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 7 Nov 90 04:45:16 GMT
From: WC02NNF@vm.tcs.tulane.edu (Georgen)
Subject: Fanzines

I, too, am very interested in fanzines and would like to see a good
directory of them. Recently I met a woman here in New Orleans who publishes
quite a few fanzines, different genres. Some of her titles include:
_Nocturnal_News_, The_Vampire_Journal_ (the newsletter and fanzine of the
Dracula and Company Society), _The_Haunted_Journal_ (non-vampire horror
fiction and nonfiction), and a couple of mystery fanzines, at least one of
which is centered on Sherlock Holmes. Her name and publishing house:
Shariba Rizzuto, Baker St. Publications P.O. Box 994, Metarie, LA 70004. No
known e-mail address.

Of course, there are lots of others, MZB's comes to mind but, how do we
define "fanzine"?  Must it be a fan magazine of genre fiction? Or can it be
a mag/newsletter concerned with any 'alternative' lifestyles, i.e.
witchcraft, pagan, subgenius, etc.  Where do fanclubs stop and cults start?
What about things that are definitely fanzines because they center on FANS
but, are terribly boring, like sports magazines? Is there a difference
between profit (prozine?) and nonprofit fanzines?

Anybody else intereted in this?

------------------------------

Date: 7 Nov 90 22:20:31 GMT
From: whh@pacbell.com (Wilson Heydt)
Subject: Re: Fanzines

WC02NNF@VM.TCS.TULANE.EDU (Georgen) writes:
>Of course, there are lots of others, MZB's comes to mind but, how do we
>define "fanzine"?  Must it be a fan magazine of genre fiction?

The first distinction you make is: Does the magazine pay for the works it
publishes?  If the anser is "yes", then there is a strong presumption of
professional status.  If the answer is "no", there is a strong presumption
of amateur or fan status.  (Note that there is a major exception in the
case of poetry.  In most cases there, the author pays the magazine to
publish the material.)

If you are referring to MZB's Fantasy Magazine, then you need to know that
the works are paid for.  While it may not have started with the worlds
highest production standards, the *attitude* is professional, not fan.

Hal Heydt
Analyst, Pacific*Bell
415-823-5447         
whh@pbhya.PacBell.COM

------------------------------

Date: 8 Nov 98 16:34:54 GMT
From: pbrewer@urbana.mcd.mot.com (Philip Brewer)
Subject: Re: Fanzines

WC02NNF@VM.TCS.TULANE.EDU (Georgen) writes:
> I, too, am very interested in fanzines and would like to see a good
> directory of them.

> ... how do we define "fanzine"?  Must it be a fan magazine of genre
> fiction? Or can it be a mag/newsletter concerned with any 'alternative'
> lifestyles, i.e. witchcraft, pagan, subgenius, etc.  Where do fanclubs
> stop and cults start? What about things that are definitely fanzines
> because they center on FANS but, are terribly boring, like sports
> Magazines? Is there a difference between profit (prozine?) and nonprofit
> fanzines?

I posted the following article to this news group back in 1988.  It
addresses some of your questions.  If anybody is interested and wants
current information, send me e-mail and I'll check it.

Small press - publications with a circulation of, say 100 to 1000 copies
per issue, has been around for at least as long as there has been offset
printing.  In these days of laser printers and desktop publishing the
industry is flourishing.  There are now thousands of little magazines
covering any conceivable topic.  Magazines specializing in science fiction
and fantasy short stories are very common.

For those of you who never have enough to read, and for those of you who
want to read the early works of people who will be big-name authors a few
years from now, small press is one way to do it.

The best place that I know of to get information on specific small press
publishers is "Scavenger's Newsletter."  A small press publication in its
own right, SNL is aimed at writers and artists looking for small press
markets.  But it is just as useful to anyone wanting names, addresses and
price information for a wide range of little magazines.

Scavenger's Newsletter is published by Janet Fox.  The address for SNL is:
   519 Ellinwood
   Osage City, KS   66523-1329

Small press magazines tend to be published by individual people.  This
means that things like marriages, new jobs, and the like can interfere with
the publication schedule.  The magazines also tend to have short lives.  It
is generally a good idea to order a sample issue, as much to make sure that
the magazine still exists as to learn about just what kind of magazine it
is.

Small press magazines vary a lot in quality as well.  Some are typeset,
offset printed on high-quality paper with slick covers.  Others are just
typed and photocopied.  Some pay their contributors nothing, others a small
pittance, still others a large pittance.  The quality of the material tends
to corresponds loosely.

If people show an interest, I'll post occasional notes with mini-reviews of
small press magazines that publish science fiction and fantasy.

I subscribe to Scavenger's Newsletter, and have done so for several years.
I am not connected with the publication in any other way.

Philip Brewer
Motorola Urbana Design Center   
pbrewer@urbana.mcd.mot.com
...!uiucuxc!udc!pbrewer

------------------------------

Date: 18 Nov 90 00:37:16 GMT
From: jeteye@cbl.umd.edu (James Love)
Subject: Fanzine Reviews - Summary

Several weeks ago I asked the following:
>Has anyone compiled an up-to-date (though I realize this is somewhat of a
>non-sequitor in the world of here-today/gone tomorrow labor-of-love home
>publishing) list of current SF fanzines ??  Such a list might include
>frequency of publication, cost, principle discipline (fantasy, horror,
>_hard_ SF, etc.), length of service, typical issue contents, availability
>on-line, current mailing address to request a subscription, and if
>possible, a capsule review (however subjective) of how well it lives up to
>its calling.  What's your favorite - let me know and I'll try and compile
>a [BRIEF !!]  summary if some kind soul hasn't already done so ....

   Several digest readers took the time to respond with suggestions and
recommendations - my thanks to all.  As promised, I've compiled a brief
summary of SF-lovers _Fan Favorites_ listed below. Enjoy !!
 
davidl@leonardo.intel.com (David D. Levine) writes:
>The "original and best" source for this information is Mike Gunderloy's
>FACTSHEET FIVE, which is nothing more nor less than exactly what you seek.

halley!rhino!watson@cs.utexas.edu (William Watson) writes:
>I would suggest you check out Nova Express.  Nova Express comes out about
>every other month, and is the product of about six people's labor.  I
>don't have the official contact address, but you could find out more by
>getting in touch with Glen Cox, 1219 S. Alta Vista #213, Monrovia, CA
>91016.  Nova Express features interviews with authors, reviews, and
>editorials, primarily.  The focus is mostly on prose fiction.  Book
>authors, editors, and publishers are usually discussed.  Each issue
>usually has some small pieces of fan art, mostly as filler illustrations,
>although one recent issue had a cover by a professional artist.  Recent
>interviews were with Jim Blaylock, Tim Powers, and Pat Cadigan.  The folks
>who put this out are largely Austinites, except for a few who've moved
>away.  The focus is very similar to that of Armadillocon, the annual
>regional convention here in Austin.  Many of the interviews are held at
>Armadillocon.
>
>   The other fanzine I would recommend is Pirate Jenny.  Pirate Jenny is
>published by Pat Mueller, 618 Westridge, Duncanville, TX 75116.  PJ is a
>"per-zine", in that it contains some personal stories of Pat's life, as
>well as book and convention reviews, editorials, articles, and fan
>fiction.  The publication schedule has become somewhat erratic since Pat's
>child was born.  Pat won the Hugo for best fanzine at the New Orleans
>worldcon for her work on the Texas SF Inquirer.  Pat resigned from the
>Inquirer, and it has been through several editors since, none of whom have
>lived up to Pat's standards.

"Steven S.B. Glover" <BPH6SSG@cms1.ucs.leeds.ac.uk> writes:

>For an up-to-date list of fanzines this side of the pond, you could do
>worse than join the BSFA as an overseas member.  Bimonthly mailing
>includes a newsletter with a regular fanzine review and fanzine listing
>(39 in the post worldcon edition!).  Most of these are available for the
>fannish usual, which is to say loc, trade or whim.

Steve G

ZAK@CU.NIH.GOV writes:
>I believe _Datazine_ and _Communications Console_ are still around.  They
>cater to media-based fanzines:
>
>   Datazine Publications          Communications Console
>   P.O. Box 19413                 P.O. Box 887
>   Denver, CO  80219              Edgewood, MD  21040

   Thanks again to all who responded.  It appears that *Factsheet Five* is
THE source of choice for this type of information, an opinion shared by a
recent review (the publishing equivalent of _Who Watches the Watchers?_) in
the summer (1990) issue of _The Whole Earth Review_.  Happy Reading :-)

Jim Love
Chesapeake Biological Lab
jeteye@cbl.umd.edu

------------------------------

Date: 13 Nov 90 01:38:12 GMT
From: rtravsky@outlaw.uwyo.edu (Richard W Travsky)
Subject: Vampires
 
Speaking of vampire books, here's one that I'd bet few have come across.
"Natural History: A Novel", by Joan Perucho.  First published in 1960.
Perucho was born in Barcelona Spain and so his work is translated from the
Spanish.  On the cover of my Ballantine edition is the following blurb: "A
gentle romance, a political allegory of 19th century Spain, a delicate
satire on the Bram Stoker or Hollywood type of vampire, a statement on the
nature of evil and, most of all, a homage to Catalonia, its people, its
countryside and its villages."  Indeed, the tale is very much the
travelogue, in Umberto Eco style, of a hunt for a vampire who has very
little of a role in the book.  Not an action read, but quaint and
interesting all the same.

------------------------------

Date: 12 Nov 90 21:00:31 GMT
From: mok@pawl.rpi.edu (... Mok)
Subject: Re: More Vampires

seanf@sco.COM (Sean Fagan) writes:
>I don't know if this has been mentioned yet, but all of the Vlad Taltos
>books, by Steven Brust, have at least one vampire in them: Sethra Lavode.
>
>We never hear of her drinking blood, or anything like that, but we are
>told that she is "cold" (_Jhereg_: "She gave me a warm-despite-the-cold
>kiss"; the inspiration for naming my pet boa constrictor Sethra), and that
>she is undead.  (As well as around 200k years old!!!!)

Umm, I hate to mention this, BUT although we have been informed that Sethra
Lavode is an undead we have absolutely *no* idea what this means.  I don't
think that we are told she is a vampire, just undead. Anyway, somehow I
can't picture her drinking the blood of her servant (can you) and there is
nobody else to drain. She is somewhat... isolated. And I don't think
Morrolan would approve of her snacking on his guests. Besides if she did,
then there wouldn't be references to her turning Dzurlords into teckla for
daring to trespass in her home! Instead she'd drain their blood.

Nope. Sethra Lavode, while a rather elegant member of the undead community
(whatever that means on Dragaera) is *not* quite what we'd be likely to
call a vampire. Nice try though.

mok@pawl.rpi.edu

------------------------------

Date: 13 Nov 90 14:27:00 GMT
From: wilder@guvax.georgetown.edu ("Jim Wilderotter ", STA)
Subject: Vampire books

Newer Vampire book out:

   Simmons, Dan. Carrion Comfort.

Winner of the 1990 Bram Stoker Award.

Jim

------------------------------

Date: 13 Nov 90 21:22:00 GMT
From: NGUSTAS@hampvms.bitnet (Special Agent Dale Cooper)
Subject: Vampire books

Here are books I know of that deal with vampires (some have been dealt
with, some haven't):

THE VAMPIRE CHRONICLES by Anne Rice. A must-read. Period.
VAMPIRE JUNCTION. Never read it, and don't know who it's by, but one of the
characters is based on a friend of mine.
BLOODTHIRST-OST novel. Don't know who that's by, either, but passable
vampire stuff.
VARNEY THE VAMPIRE. Written in the 1800's, in the awfully tacky
Bulwyr-Lytton style. (You know, "It was a dark and stormy night"?)
BLOOD LIST, etc. - I'm in the midst of the first one now. OK, but not
great. 
BUNNICULA. Another must read, even if it's juvenile lit.

I can find out more books easily. I'm a member of a group of Vampire fans
here at Hampshire called "The Dark Gift Cafe". (Anne Rice said, "That's a
lovely name!)

Nikki
ngustas@hampvms.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 16 Nov 90 20:03:33 GMT
From: jcr@mbunix.mitre.org (Rogers)
Subject: vampire fiction

Somebody requested vampire fiction earlier. Here's another novel:

_The Light at the End_ by Skipp & Spectre

Haven't read it myself and so can't recommend it, but I'm halfway through
their _The Scream_ and find it pretty good so far. These guys are known in
the horror field as "splatterpunk," apparently for their no-holds-barred
violence and gore. So far, nothing in _The Scream_ has especially shocked
or repulsed me, so I'm left wondering at this rep of theirs. But maybe it
will get better (worse?) as I progress. Or maybe I'm already depraved
beyond description.

From its jacket, _The Light at the End_ concerns a punk vampire who hangs
out in the subways of New York. Enjoy!

Jeff R.

------------------------------

Date: 19 Nov 90 17:09:00 GMT
From: wilder@guvax.georgetown.edu ("Jim Wilderotter ", STA)
Subject: Psychological Vampires

To continue with the vampire topic, I am reading a book recommended to be
by my fiance, called _Yarrow_ by Charles de Lint.

A young writer goes to another world (The Otherworld) in her dreams.  A
several hundred year old man stalks her town, stealing people's dreams, and
their soul. He feeds on these stolen dreams and souls to keep himself
alive.

   de Lint, Charles. Yarrow.
   New York, NY: Ace Fantasy Books [1986].
   ISBN : 0441-94000-5

   Ace Fantasy Books are published by The Berkeley Publishing Groups.  200
   Madison Avenue. New York, NY. 10016.

Jim W.

------------------------------

Date: 19 Nov 90 19:10:05 GMT
From: mok@pawl.rpi.edu (... Mok)
Subject: Re: vampire fiction

Well, I just fond another vampire novel and since nobody on the net
mentioned it yet. Here it is.

CHILDREN OF THE NIGHT  by Mercedes Lackey.

For those who are familiar with Mercy I'll have to add that it is not like
most of her other books. Most specifically the main character does not
spend all of his/her time whining and whimpering. I found that a pleasant
relief!

On the other hand the characterization is not up to her usual either. I
guess that she has trouble with people who dn't whine. It is good, just not
quite as good.

The book itself is also good. Just not great.

Enjoy.

mok@pawl.rpi.edu

------------------------------

Date: 16 Nov 90 03:35:12 GMT
From: Rick_Fanning@ub.cc.umich.edu
Subject: Author/Title request

I am doing a research project on the influences of Roman Catholicism upon
American Science Fiction. As you might have suspected, it is really hard to
find out which writers are Roman Catholics. I know of Walter Miller and Fr.
Andrew Greeley, and I am about 75% sure about some others. If anyone out
there knows of any American SF writers who have a Roman Catholic
background, and/or who now consider themselves Roman Catholics, or who
knows of a good place to look, please let me know. Thanks much.  

Rick

------------------------------

Date: 19 Nov 90 14:09:18 GMT
From: fi@whittaker.rice.edu (Fiona Oceanstar)
Subject: The 1990 Bram Stoker Awards 

I was reading _Weird_Tales_ just yesterday.  I was especially interested
because the Winter 1990 issue announces the Bram Stoker awards.  These are
given out by the Horror Writers of America, and I guess are horror
fiction's equivalent to the Nebulas in science fiction.

And the winners are...  <drumroll>

BEST NOVEL:  _Carrion_Comfort_ by Dan Simmons
BEST FIRST NOVEL:  _Sunglasses_After_Dark_ by Nancy A. Collins
BEST NOVELETTE:  "On the Far Side of the Cadillac Desert with Dead Folks"
                  by Joe R. Lansdale (_Book_of_the_Dead_)
BEST SHORT STORY:  "Eat Me" by Robert McCammon (_Book_of_the_Dead_)
BEST COLLECTION:   _Collected_Stories_ by Richard Matheson
BEST NONFICTION (tie):  _Harlan_Ellison's_Watching_ by Harlan Ellison;
		         and _Horror_:_The_100_Best_Books_ by Steve Jones
		         and Kim Newman

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
***********************

1,,
Summary-line: 26-Nov  overs-request@rutgers.edu  #SF-LOVERS Digest   V15 #397
Received: by elbereth.rutgers.edu (5.59/SMI4.0/RU1.4/3.08) 
	id AA04118; Mon, 26 Nov 90 09:17:10 EST
Date: Mon, 26 Nov 90 09:17:10 EST
Message-Id: <9011261417.AA04118@elbereth.rutgers.edu>
From: Saul Jaffe (The Moderator) <sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu>
Sender: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu
Errors-To: sf-lovers-errors@rutgers.edu
To: SFLOVERS-RECIPIENTS
Subject: SF-LOVERS Digest   V15 #397
Reply-To: SF-LOVERS@rutgers.edu

*** EOOH ***
Date: Mon, 26 Nov 90 09:17:10 EST
From: Saul Jaffe (The Moderator) <sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu>
Sender: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu
To: SFLOVERS-RECIPIENTS
Subject: SF-LOVERS Digest   V15 #397
Reply-To: SF-LOVERS@rutgers.edu


SF-LOVERS Digest            Monday, 26 Nov 1990       Volume 15 : Issue 397

Today's Topics:

	       Books - Anderson (2 msgs) & Delany (2 msgs) &
                       Disch & Lee & McCaffrey (2 msgs) & 
                       Rawn & Ted Reynolds (2 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 22 Nov 90 16:29:55 GMT
From: csusac!potter@csufres.csufresno.edu (Carl Kolchak)
Subject: Shakespeare and Anderson

dant@mtdoom.WR.TEK.COM (Dan Tilque) writes:
> A couple days ago, I had an unusual experience.  I read a couple of Poul
> Anderson short stories and then I read the opening scene from "Hamlet".
> (Don't ask why I read them in this order, sometimes I just read
> whatever's handy.)
>
> The thing that was unusual was the similarity.  It was almost as if they
> had been written by the same author.  I'm not sure exactly what was the
> same; they just had the same feel or mood or something.  I examined the
> Anderson stories and they were just typical Anderson stories (sf not
> fantasy).  The only thing I can come up with is that Anderson has a
> rather poetic style which matches that of Shakespeare.
> 
> Anyone else have a similar experience?

*Grin* You're a Poul Anderson fan, and you're just now noticing this?
Anderson's been a Shakespeare nut for at least sixty years; he can quote
huge chunks of the stuff, not just the soliloquies everyone learns in
school.

Stefan Rostomily, the character from which all the UN-men were cloned, was
a staunch Shakespeare fan.  (See "UN-MAN," published around 1952, and
"BRAKE.")  Look at the superficial similarity between Nicholas Van Rijn and
Falstaff.
 
Anderson himself has written some pretty fine Shakespeare.  Go out and find
a copy of his "MIDSUMMER TEMPEST," which contains some of the better
parallel-world SF of this century, and the best new Shakespeare in three
centuries!

------------------------------

Date: 23 Nov 90 20:35:45 GMT
From: jcr@mbunix.mitre.org (Rogers)
Subject: P. Anderson & W. Shakespeare

Dan Tilque (dant@mtdoom.WR.TEK.COM) writes:
> I read a couple of Poul Anderson short stories and then ... the opening
> scene from "Hamlet".
> 
> The thing that was unusual was the similarity.  It was almost as if they
> had been written by the same author.
> 
> Anyone else have a similar experience?

Well, maybe not exactly similar, but related. Anderson wrote a very amusing
book called _A Midsummer Tempest_, which is set in a 17th century England
drawn from Shakespeare's plays. This includes the faeries and sprites from
"A Midsummer Night's Dream" and also many of the less-well-known historical
anachronisms that pop up in so many of his plays. I.e., Anderson speculates
what England would have been like in the 17th century IF world history as
depicted by Shakespeare were accurate. Thus he comes up with some bizarre
things like locomotives in the 17th century, etc.

I seem to recall some discussion of parallel worlds in the book which
served to tie it in (though loosely) with some of Anderson's other books,
but the details escape me now.

Jeff R.

------------------------------

Date: 21 Nov 90 16:26:00 GMT
From: DECNET@crnlgsm.bitnet
Subject: Re: Dhalgren

oneil@aio.jsc.nasa.gov (Graham O'Neil  LESC) writes:
>He plays with reality on many levels and in many dimensions using a wide
>variety of devices to attain the effect. At first, I would read and
>re-read looking for the clue to tell me where the branch point occurred or
>which Riemann sheet was the current reality, or maybe the most useful for
>reading the story.  Except for Zelazny's Amber series, there is no book I
>have read where the central character is so powerful at shifting reality
>yet so helpless to change the context of those realities.

I agree with you, but these effects are part of the reason why Delany is
recognized as one of the best (sf) writers today, and a minor point: in
Zelazny's Amber series, it seems to me the main point of the universe
created by Zelazny that the main character shifts realities CONSCIOUSLY,
whereas in Dhalgren, it it inadvertent or unconscious effect which may be
akin to the dark waves of Chaos in the Amber novels (I mean external to any
character, part of the 'natural' world).

>Question: I am curious to know the completion rate for readers of this
>story.  Out of nearly a 100 people I worked with, who were well prepared
>[by education and interest] and well motivated [Hey we lived and worked
>there], only 3 finished it.  The most dedicated fan [came to a Halloween
>
>However, I started it 3 times before finishing it, the first time stopping
>at page 35, the second time making it to page 100 and the last time,
>reading to the end and mapping back to the beginning to find the laws of
>symmetry in force. It took him about 4 years to write it while living in

Since you ask, I picked up _Dhalgren_ five years ago at random from a
mainstream bookstore shelf without recognizing Delany's name because the
writing was so different from his previous work (I mean _Babel-17_, _the
Ballad of Beta 2_ etc.), and started reading in the store, bought the
paperback, went back home reading all the way and finished in the middle of
the night, re-reading all the way and later having to go back to try to
understand what was going on (not that I was really successful.)

A.M.B

------------------------------

Date: 21 Nov 90 22:48:34 GMT
From: djo@pacbell.com (Dan'l DanehyOakes)
Subject: Re: Dhalgren

DECNET@crnlgsm.BITNET writes:
>in Zelazny's Amber series, it seems to me the main point...  that the main
>character shifts realities CONSCIOUSLY, whereas in Dhalgren, it is
>inadvertent or unconscious effect which may be akin to the dark waves of
>Chaos in the Amber novels (I mean external to any character, part of the
>'natural' world).

   Not at all akin to the "dark waves of Chaos," at least in any obvious
way.
   DHALGREN is in many ways a literal expression of Delany's experience of
the world.  In order to understand why, you would need to know quite a bit
of biographical data (some of which I shall provide in a few moments); but
*why* this is so is less important than *that* it is so.
   To know this moves DHALGREN partially into the realm of the mimetic
novel.  And to know that it _is_ mimetic, even partially, is to know
something about how to read it.

About why:

   First, Bellona is not entirely an imaginary city.  Bellona is a part of
most great American cities that most readers of this newsgroup never, or
almost never, see, only blown large.  That "part" is not the slums, in the
usual sense of the term, but the burned-out zones, stretches of, sometimes,
several blocks that have been abandoned by all but squatters and the
'homeless.'  (Delany is, himself, very familiar with these zones since at
least the '60s.  See his HEAVENLY BREAKFAST.)
   In Bellona, Delany has reversed the usual perspective taken on the city
in fiction: the seldom-noticed burnout zones are the majority of the city,
while the inhabited parts are few and far between.  Though there may (or
may not) have been some disaster that made Bellona this way, Delany eschews
any mention of it.  There is/was a night of severe racial rioting, burning,
looting, but that isn't enough to explain the way the city is: it just
_is_.
   This creates a warped perspective (as through a prism, mirror, lens)
Delany uses to great effect, most noticeably in the characters of Mr. and
Mrs.  Richards, the "normal" middle-class couple who try to lead their
lives as if nothing has happened to the city.  Their behavior, strange as
it seems, is little different from that of middle-class people in cities
today trying to lead *their* lives as if everything were all right, and
*never* seeing (or comprehending) the burned-out zones.

   Second: Delany is severely dyslexic.  He had a great deal of difficulty
learning to read (reading is still a great deal of work for him), and has
never really learned to spell.  He likes to illustrate this by telling how
he once spelled the word "want" as "whan't."  As with many dyslexics, his
spelling and reading disability is a symptom of a larger perceptual
disorder.
   To this day, for example, it occasionally seems to him that which side
of the subway he has to get out of at his home station has suddenly and
inexplicably reversed.  (Well: "inexplicably" is no longer true; since he
has learned about the dyslexia, he knows why but, it is still
disorienting.)  Kidd's experiences of the city's shifting geography and
history are dramatizations of Delany's dyslexic experience of the world.

   Third: As a child, Delany lived in Harlem and went to one of the most
exclusive private grade schools in New York City, followed by the Bronx
High School of Science, and equally exclusive public institution for gifted
students.
   As a result, his daily routine was a journey not only across town but
across levels of society, a journey he has described as "a trajectory of
almost ballistic violence."  A good deal of his childhood was spent in
trying to understand the way a single society could contain the two parts
of it he saw every day, how they fit together and were (and were not)
connected.
   One result of this wondering was a model of society as a web (a model
now familiar to any student of structuralism/semiotics), and it is this
model of society that informs the society of Bellona.

>>Question: I am curious to know the completion rate for readers of this
>>story.

I've been through it 4 times at least, and will probably read it a dozen
more before I die.

------------------------------

Date: 22 Nov 90 20:40:09 GMT
From: maddox@blake.u.washington.edu (Tom Maddox)
Subject: Re: Disch, Camp Concentration

>This book ... tries to extract style and substance from a first-rate
>author, and cast it in a mold crafted by an imaginative artisan.  The
>result is a mud pie: literarily, the work is derivative and second rate;
>as SF, and for different reasons, it is also derivative and second rate.

   _Camp Concentration_ is hardly Disch's most successful novel within sf.
Those interested in Disch should instead try _334_ and _On Wings of Song_,
both first-rate.  In fact, I think you could put _334_ next to _Dhalgren_
as quintessential urban sf.  (Perhaps needless to say, fanciers of "Golden
Age" sf who are *still* horrified by the "New Wave" needn't bother, as they
needn't bother with Pynchon, Cormac McCarthy, Borges, Marquez, or
Burroughs).

Tom Maddox

------------------------------

Date: 24 Nov 90 23:40:44 GMT
From: calle@lysator.liu.se (Calle Dybedahl)
Subject: Old Tanith Lee books

I just ftp:d the Tanith Lee bibliography from Elbereth and discovered that
I have managed to miss 11 of her books!

Could some nice person please tell me if the following books are in print,
and if so from what publisher?

   Kill the Dead (The list places this as a sequel to "Sabella", is this
      true?)
   Day by Night
   Cyrion
   Sung In Shadow
   Princess Hynchiatti and Some Surprises (Sounds like the name of a 
      rock band :-)
   Animal Castle
   Shon the Taken
   Unsilent Night
   The Beautiful Biting Machine
   Dreams of Dark and Light
   Madame Two Swords

Also, there's a minor error in the list (who maintains it?). Near the end
it says "Women as Dreams", while the cover of the book says "Women as
Demons" (The Women's Press SF, 1989).

Thanks in advance.

Calle Dybedahl
Rydsvaegen 256B31
S-58251 Linkoeping; Sweden
calle@lysator.liu.se

------------------------------

Date: 21 Nov 90 16:51:48 GMT
From: lac@titan.tsd.arlut.utexas.edu (Lloyd Chalfant)
Subject: Re: Ann McCaffery (possible "Renegades of Pern" spoilers)

The latest was a good book.  The cover blurb is a little misleading,
especially the reference to "the girl who heard dragons" - she has very
little importance to the book at all.  What was emphasized was the
non-Hold, non-Weyr aspects of Pern, including the Southern continent.

One note: McCaffrey weaves her books together so intricately that I was
unsure at times when new information was being introduced.  I guess I
should go back and read the other books.

I won't give it away, but Renegades finally makes the link between the
original colonists and today's Pern.

Lloyd Chalfant
Applied Research Laboratories
P.O. Box 8029
Austin, Texas 78713-8029

------------------------------

Date: 25 Nov 90 04:09:51 GMT
From: mkennedy@magnus.ircc.ohio-state.edu (Mel S Kennedy)
Subject: _Pegasus in Flight_ by Anne McCaffrey **SPOILERS**

I just finished reading _Pegasus in Flight_, Anne McCaffrey's newest book.
It's the sequel to _To Ride Pegasus_, a collection of four inter-related
short stories about the emergence of the "Talented", those with psychic
abilities.  The only familiar character in this sequel is Dorotea, who is
now 84 years old.  Many of the characters are related to those in the
earlier book; for example, the director of the Eastern Parapsychic Center
is Rhyssa Owen, the granddaughter of Daffyd op Owen.  The book focuses on
Rhyssa and on two young Talents, Peter and Tirla.  McCaffrey also connects
this series with her FT&T/Raven dynasty stories so Pegasus in Flight comes
slightly chronologically before _The Rowan_.
  I enjoyed the book a lot.  I don't read McCaffrey for deep philosophy,
and what suspense there was, is negligible because you *know* everything
will turn out fine.  The characters are engaging, and PiF is nowhere as
boring as The Rowan (which I have yet to finish).  Most everyone should
wait for the paperback or check it out of the library.

Melita Kennedy
mkennedy@magnus.ircc.ohio-state.edu

------------------------------

Date: 23 Nov 90 22:43:37 GMT
From: simmons@cs.odu.edu (Gregory S. Simmons)
Subject: Dragon Prince

I don't know if I'm late with this, but enlightened individuals who have
found their way to Melanie Rawn's Dragon Prince series may like to know
that Book 1 of the next Dragon Prince Trilogy is on the selve.  That's
right, this is not the four and final book in the series many of us
expected but book 1 of 3 in a new trilogy.

DO NOT READ THE LAST PAGE OF THIS NOVEL.  Trying to figure out if this was
book 4 of the series or what, I read the last three words of the last page,
I was looking for one of those "stay tuned for book 2 etc." that usually
are found on last page, anyway, those three words were enough to present a
MAJOR spoiler for this book.  ;-) And I'm not telling.

Greg Simmons
simmons@xanth.cs.odu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 20 Nov 90 05:15:36 GMT
From: swb@chumley.tn.cornell.edu (Scott Brim)
Subject: Ted Reynolds?

About a year ago I picked up "The Tides of God" by Ted Reynolds ("Terry
Carry's Ace Science Fiction Specials, edited by Damon Knight", the
book was dedicated to Terry Carr, too).  The writing wasn't bad, and I
found the issues pretty intriguing.  However, I don't know anything at
all about this guy.  Has he written anything else?  What are his
personal views, really, about rationality, religion/spirituality, human
nature and the nature of the universe?  He does a good job of not coming
down on one side or the other, of forcing you to examine your own
feelings, in his book.  My wondering about him was inspired mostly by
trying to come up with answers to Rick Fanning's request about science
fiction and Catholicism.  Thanks much.

Scott W. Brim
Cornell University Theory Center
swb@devvax.tn.cornell.edu

------------------------------

Date: 21 Nov 90 21:22:58 GMT
From: jdg00@ccc.amdahl.com (Josh Grosse)
Subject: Re: Ted Reynolds?

swb@chumley.tn.cornell.edu (Scott Brim) writes:
>About a year ago I picked up "The Tides of God" by Ted Reynolds ("Terry
>Carry's Ace Science Fiction Specials, edited by Damon Knight", the book
>was dedicated to Terry Carr, too).  The writing wasn't bad, and I found
>the issues pretty intriguing.  However, I don't know anything at all about
>this guy.  Has he written anything else?  What are his personal views,
>really, about rationality, religion/spirituality, human nature and the
>nature of the universe?  He does a good job of not coming down on one side
>or the other, of forcing you to examine your own feelings, in his book.
>My wondering about him was inspired mostly by trying to come up with
>answers to Rick Fanning's request about science fiction and Catholicism.

The Tide of God is Ted's first published novel.  I can't speak for his
views but, I can paraphrase what he told me about the novel while it was in
progress.  He never showed it to me while he was working on it, or
described much about its plot.  It must have been a work he was proud of,
as he's shown me many other works in progress, fragments, endings,
beginnings, etc.  I have a box in a desk at home with about 6 or 8 stories
he became tired of working on and gave to me to play with.

He told me that one purpose was to raise questions about the nature of
faith.  He's been successful - you're asking.

Again, this was Ted's first novel.  Ted is well known as a writer of short
fiction, and has been twice nominated for a Hugo award for it.  Ted is also
the driving force of a writer's workshop that meets regularly here in
Michigan.

Josh Grosse
Amdahl Corp.                               
Southfield, Michigan
313-358-4440
jdg00@amail.amdahl.com

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	      Books - Aldiss & Garrett & Zelazny (10 msgs) &
                      Wild Cards & Recommendations &
                      Thieves in SF

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 21 Nov 90 18:31:46 GMT
From: djo@pacbell.com (Dan'l DanehyOakes)
Subject: Re: help with Aldiss, _Barefoot_in_the_Head_

sprin-t@tahoe.unr.edu (Thomas Springer) writes:
>I have heard some vague rumors about a book by Brian Aldiss called
>_Barefoot_in_the_Head_.  The plot, if I remember correctly, involves a
>sort of post-apocalyptic world which has been ravaged by acid wars (lsd),
>a sort of global chemical warfare I guess.
>
>Has anyone read this book?  Recommendations?  Is it worth the effort to
>dig this somewhat obscure book up?  Can anyone flesh out the plot line any
>further (and tantalize me enough so that I will expend any amount of
>effort to dig it up)?

I won't "flesh out the plot line," but I *will* make some comments that I
hope will stimulate a few of you to dig it up.

BAREFOOT is one of Aldiss' finest novels.  It presents the adventures of
Charteris, a Serbo-Croatian driver who comes to England after the Acid Head
War (a concept that apparently came to Aldiss after a peculiar reading of
General Curtiss LeMay's threat to "bomb" the Vietnamese "back into the
Stone Age"), when most of England is stoned and permanently hallucinating.

Charteris slowly becomes affected by the psychoactive chemicals in the
landscape, and the novel's language mutates to indicate this, moving slowly
from standard English to a version of the "Eurish" language of James
Joyce's FINNEGAN'S WAKE.  (James Blish pointed out that BAREFOOT makes an
excellent training ground for would-be readers of the WAKE, in that Aldiss,
unlike any other Joyce-imitator, captures not only the semantics but the
syntax of Eurish.)  Similarly, the poems that appear after each chapter
become more "stoned," ultimately becoming concrete poetry.

Finally, the novel owes a great deal to the mystic Gurdjieff.  Many of
Charteris' experiences as he rises to an ambiguous Messiahhood are
reflections of Gurdjieff and Ouspensky's stages on the path to
enlightenment.

Powerful strange brew.  Recommended.

------------------------------

Date: 22 Nov 90 20:33:38 GMT
From: csusac!potter@csufres.csufresno.edu (Carl Kolchak)
Subject: Lord D'Arcy Continued

balden@van-bc.wimsey.bc.ca (Bruce Balden) writes:
>>mentioning that another author was writing additional Lord D'Arcy stories
>>since Randall Garrett's unfortunate demise.  Can someone please e-mail me
>>the author and a
>
>>'Too Many Magicians' and 'A Study in Sorcery' (Both published by ACE).

>I recall that Too Many Magicians is a Nero Wolfe pastiche and, as far as
>I can remember, was written by Garrett himself.  As an inveterate
>Stout/Goldsboro fan, I, at least appreciate this particular book.

Well, you got the writer right; "TMM" was written by Randall Garrett.

Calling "TOO MANY MAGICIANS" a "Nero Wolfe pastiche" is ignoring about 90%
of the book.  Considering that Lord D'Arcy is, himself, modelled on
Sherlock Holmes, and that the Marquis D'London is offstage for most of the
book, it would probably be more appropriate to call it an "Archie Goodwin
pastiche" or a "Sherlock Holmes pastiche."  Of course, this completely
ignores the internal references to a good many other major series and
characters.  (I've forgotten, is Sir James LeLien in this one?  *grin*) I
suppose you completely missed the grandmaster named Sir Lyon Gandolphus
Grey?  (The Schoenherr illustrations in the original ANALOG publication
were derived directly from photos of Lyon Sprague DeCamp, of course) and
the references to the "late Sir Edward Elmer," the inventor of the
un-counterfeitable insigniae of the King's Messengers but, far be it from
me to call it a "Lensmen pastiche" on that account!  *grin*

In any event, read the dang book.  GOOD work, nice job, lots of fun.  A
type of literature that can exist only in SF, and then only with a highly
educated, highly imaginative writer with great capacity for taking pains,
and tremendous sense of joy.  Every time I look at my bookcase, I curse the
encephalitis bug and hope Garrett is still writing away in some parallel
universe.

------------------------------

Date: 20 Nov 90 07:17:50 GMT
From: sprin-t@tahoe.unr.edu (Thomas Springer)
Subject: Zelazny was: (Any real readers?)

   I've only read a few of Zelazny's Amber novels (and enjoyed them).  I
was wondering which titles would be examples of some of his better writing.
Hope this question hasn't been answered _too_ many times before.

Thanks.

------------------------------

Date: 20 Nov 90 08:29:31 GMT
From: erich@near.cs.caltech.edu (Erich Schneider)
Subject: Re: Zelazny was: (Any real readers?)

sprin-t@tahoe.unr.edu (Thomas Springer) writes:
>   I've only read a few of Zelazny's Amber novels (and enjoyed them).  I
>was wondering which titles would be examples of some of his better
>writing.  Hope this question hasn't been answered _too_ many times before.

_Lord of Light_ is one of his best novels, if not his best.  _Creatures of
Light and Darkness_ is stylistically excellent as well.

_LoL_ deals with a twist on the Hinduism-Buddhism conflict. _CoLaD_ is
about all sorts of things, but involves Egyptian mythic structures heavily.

(As a side note, it was _Lord of Light_ which convinced me to adopt
Buddhism as my personal philosophy.)

erich@tybalt.caltech.edu
try erich@through.caltech.edu

------------------------------

Date: 20 Nov 90 14:57:31 GMT
From: steve@huxley.huxley.bitstream.com (Steve Stein)
Subject: Re: Zelazny was: (Any real readers?)

erich@near.cs.caltech.edu (Erich Schneider) writes:
>sprin-t@tahoe.unr.edu (Thomas Springer) said:
>>   I've only read a few of Zelazny's Amber novels (and enjoyed them).  I
>>was wondering which titles would be examples of some of his better
>>writing.
>
>   _Lord of Light_ is one of his best novels, if not his best.

I heartily second this recommendation. LoL is one of the best novels I have
ever read.  One supplementary recommendation here: read Herman Hesse's
_Siddharta_ (sp?), preferably before LoL.

More Zelazny I recommend (at least I think it's Zelazny) are the short
stories "A Rose for Ecclesiastes" and "The Doors of his Face, the Lamps of
his Mouth" (or something like that).

Steve Stein

------------------------------

Date: 20 Nov 90 15:11:42 GMT
From: jmann@angmar.sw.stratus.com (Jim Mann)
Subject: Re: Zelazny was: (Any real readers?)

I would also recommend This Immortal (also called Call Me Conrad), which
tied for the Hugo for Best Novel.

Some of his short work is also very good, including just about everything
in The Doors to His Face, the Lamps of His Mouth and most of the stories in
the recent Fire and Ice.
                  
Jim Mann
Stratus Computer
jim_mann@es.stratus.com

------------------------------

Date: 20 Nov 90 15:30:05 GMT
From: KXK112@psuvm.psu.edu (Karen Kessler)
Subject: Typo's in Knight of Shadows

     Earlier this year there was a thread concerning the number of times
that Dara's name had been misspelled Dana in the paperback version.  I
don't recall what was decided about it, but has anyone checked to see if
the same mistakes are in the hard cover?  I was thinking about it today and
it seems that the mistake may have been intentional, if Zelazny wanted to
show a connection between Dara, the mother of Merlin (who is supposed to be
a demon) and Dana, the goddess of the Tuatha de Danaan of old Irish legend.

   Is this reasonable?  Or am I dropping brain cells at an alarming rate?

Karen Kessler
kxk112@psuvm.bitnet
kxk112@psuvm.psu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 20 Nov 90 19:15:55 GMT
From: hammerl@acsu.buffalo.edu (valerie s hammerl)
Subject: Re: Typo's in Knight of Shadows

KXK112@psuvm.psu.edu (Karen Kessler) writes:
>   Earlier this year there was a thread concerning the number of times
>that Dara's name had been misspelled Dana in the paperback version.  I
>don't recall what was decided about it, but has anyone checked to see if
>the same mistakes are in the hard cover?  I was thinking about it today
>and it seems that the mistake may have been intentional, if Zelazny wanted
>to show a connection between Dara, the mother of Merlin (who is supposed
>to be a demon) and Dana, the goddess of the Tuatha de Danaan of old Irish
>legend.
>
>   Is this reasonable?  Or am I dropping brain cells at an alarming rate?

My hardcover copy is sitting at home right now, but I can guarantee that
the name was 'Dana' in it. I tried to come up with a reason for it, but
outside the one you thought of, I couldn't, and I dismissed it, as I
couldn't see that working. Anyone else care to throw his two cents in?  Of
course, I'm still wondering about the periods, or rather lack of periods in
most of the hardcover. (I assume it's the same in the paperback? If so,
then is it possible that all errors are carried over from hardcover to
paperback, and that the text was never retyped or reproofed (if it was
proofed at all), just somehow reset? Does anyone out there know the present
procedure for transferring books from hard to softcover setting?
(Clarification: words per line and page are different between hardcover and
paperback. Is this computerized and just somehow set with a program, with
all data (read book contents) put in a file and set by a program for
whichever medium it is to appear? Or am I just kidding myself?)) Anyhow, if
not, can someone explain away all this?

Valerie Hammerl
hammerl@acsu.buffalo.edu

------------------------------

Date: 21 Nov 90 05:48:56 GMT
From: ijameson@adelphi.ua.oz.au (Mr. Spock)
Subject: Re: Zelazny was: (Any real readers?)

sprin-t@tahoe.unr.edu (Thomas Springer) asked:
>   I've only read a few of Zelazny's Amber novels (and enjoyed them).  I
>was wondering which titles would be examples of some of his better
>writing.

Isle of the dead, To Die in Italbar, Roadmarks, Jack of Shadows, Last
Defender of Camelot, Unicorn Variations.

General rule: if he wrote it, it's worth reading.

Iain Jameson

------------------------------

Date: 21 Nov 90 16:36:22 GMT
From: 6600dadg@ucsbuxa.ucsb.edu (Mark Dadgar)
Subject: Re: Zelazny was: (Any real readers?)

ijameson@physics.adelaide.edu.au (Mr. Spock) writes:
>General rule: if he wrote it, it's worth reading.

The exceptions?  Changeling and Madwand.  Two of the worst books I've ever
read.  By one of the best authors I've ever read.  Avoid them.

Mark Dadgar
6600dadg@ucsbuxa.ucsb.edu

------------------------------

Date: 21 Nov 90 15:29:16 GMT
From: troly@redwood.math.ucla.edu (Bret Jolly)
Subject: Re: Zelazny was: (Any real readers?)

sprin-t@tahoe.unr.edu (Thomas Springer) asked:
>   I've only read a few of Zelazny's Amber novels (and enjoyed them).  I
>was wondering which titles would be examples of some of his better
>writing.

  My favorites are his novelettes _Home Is the Hangman_ and _Damnation
Alley_.  Read these and you'll agree that Zelazny is in the first rank of
sci-fi writers.

Bret Jolly

------------------------------

Date: 22 Nov 90 16:07:11 GMT
From: csusac!potter@csufres.csufresno.edu (Carl Kolchak)
Subject: ZELAZNY - title request by sprin-t

Try 

"AND CALL ME CONRAD" (retitled "THIS IMMORTAL" in many publications).  A
Hugo winner, and rightfully so.
 
"HE WHO SHAPES" (retitled "THE DREAM MASTER" in many publications, usually
novel-length expansion form) (I believe the novella version was a Hugo
winner, but don't quote me.)
 
and any collection that contains:
 
"A ROSE FOR ECCLESIASTES" and "THE DOORS OF HIS FACE, THE LAMPS OF HIS
MOUTH"

(both of those novellas are also award-winners, and Theodore Sturgeon once
told me that "Rose" made him cry every single time he read it, because it
was "so perfect, so RIGHT.")

A Hugo novel, "LORD OF LIGHT."  I'm also very partial to "CREATURES OF
LIGHT AND DARKNESS," which, although a recycling of the technique and
concept of "LORD OF LIGHT," seems to me to be slightly better written.

These stories date from the early and mid-sixties, when he was at the peak
of his brilliance, and just having a plain g-d good time writing.
 
The only two he's written since then that had something of the same flavor
(at least as far as I'm concerned!) were "ROADMARKS" and "DOORWAYS IN THE
SAND."  I'm real fond of both of these, and not just because I once got
suspended for free-climbing the campus library.  They're also rompingly
good books.

There have been a couple of books featuring Francis Sandow, the world
designer, in greater or lesser capacities; of these, avoid paying anything
resembling money for "TO DIE IN ITALBAR," which Zelazny himself once told
me is the single worst piece of work he's ever done in his life, the
embarrassment that keeps him humble.  I am also personally antipathetic to
"TODAY WE CHOOSE FACES," since I resent the unnecessary death of trees.

There is a collection containing "HOME IS THE HANGMAN," another Hugo
novella, dealing with a retired computer specialist who works as an
investigator; among these stories is "THE EVE OF RUMOKO."  In this
collection, Zelazny takes on problems in ethics and personal responsibility
and handles them VERY well, while telling magnificently good stories.
(Note that this work is later product; indicating that he's not only NOT
over the hill, but getting better, at least when he's not relaxing and
typing another Amber novel. *grin*)
 
The Amber novels have, for me, not been greatly interesting for anything
save the writing itself which is good enough to get me through the book,
even when there's no book there but, I notice I keep buying them.
Enjoy.

It has been said that the novella length is the optimal form for Spec-F,
providing the best combination of impact and exploration.  In my opinion,
this is certainly Zelazny's best length.

Enjoy!

------------------------------

Date: 20 Nov 90 15:51:00 GMT
From: SAUNDRSG@qucdn.queensu.ca (Graydon)
Subject: wild cards, tachyon

This is *completely* a shot in the dark but, Tachyon's impotence problem
goes away after things start to get stressful.  This *could* just be that
what's-her-name reminds him enough of Blythe to be inspiring, but then
again the Wild Card is a lot like 'be careful what you wish for; you might
get it.'  Peregrine already has an ace that seems to have *something* to do
with sex, as does Fortunato.  So, Allah forfend, Tachy might now have a
super-powered libido (or, even worse, what Tachy thinks of as a super
powered libido! :] )

Of course, it might just be an ace for immunity to guilt!  (Or regen, which
would be frightening: 'what do you _mean_, my hand is growing back?)

------------------------------

Date: 20 Nov 90 21:01:50 GMT
From: parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu
Subject: Recommendations - seldom mentioned authors

    Since I haven't seen much mention of these authors here in the time
I've been reading sf-lovers, I thought I'd throw out some recommendations
and invite discussion about these authors/works.  I'm not trying to list
all works by the authors, just my favorites.  Most of these works are not
easily available, but I feel worth searching out.

Lloyd Biggle, Jr.
   Jan Darzek Series
      All the Colors of Darkness
      Watchers of the Dark
      The Darkening Universe
      Silence is Deadly
   The Still, Small Voice of Trumpets
   The World Menders
   The Light That Never Was          
      [Probably inspired by _The Light That Died_ by Rudyard Kipling]
   The Fury out of Time
   Monument                            
      [One of my 10 favorite books]

Hal Clement
   Iceworld
   Mission of Gravity
   Needle
      [Another of my favorite 10]
   The Nitrogen Fix
   Still River

Charles L. Harness
   The Catalyst
   The Paradox Men
   The Rose
   The Venetian Court
   The Ring of Ritornel

Ann Maxwell
   A Dead God Dancing
   The Jaws of Menx
   Name of a Shadow
   The Singer Enigma

   Harness and Maxwell are similar in that they both tend to give books
that culminate in facinating endings.  To give a direct quote from a friend
who borrowed two Maxwell books: "That lady waxes incomprehensibly fantastic
at the end of her books." ( flame retardant: it was a female friend using
the term 'lady'. )

Gregg Parmentier
parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu

------------------------------

Date: 20 Nov 90 21:06:52 GMT
From: bill@camco.celestial.com (Bill Campbell)
Subject: Re: Summary of Thieves titles

brianm@lightning.Berkeley.EDU (Brian Markenson) writes:

>  A couple of weeks ago I made a request for books featuring thieves, or
>rogue like characters.  I got a number of responses that I appreciate very
>much.  Following is a summary of the responses that I received.  If anyone
>has any additions to this list, feel free to reply to this message.  I
>would like to thank everyone who sent me mail regarding this request.
>  Here is the list of authors and titles that I received:
[stuff deleted]

How'd this list miss Harry Harrison's Stainless Steel Rat series and Keith
Laumer's Retief stories.?

Bill Campbell
Celestial Software
6641 East Mercer Way
Mercer Island, WA 98040; (206) 947-5591
bill@Celestial.COM
...!thebes!camco!bill
uunet!camco!bill

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	   Books - Clement (4 msgs) & Cook (2 msgs) & Downing &
                   Duncan & McCaffrey (2 msgs) & Pratchett &
                   Zelazny & Multigeneration Spacecraft (5 msgs) &
                   Requests (2 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 21 Nov 90 04:36:25 GMT
From: nraoaoc@nmt.edu (Daniel Briggs)
Subject: Re: Recommendations - seldom mentioned authors

parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu writes:
>    Since I haven't seen much mention of these authors here in the time
>I've been reading sf-lovers, I thought I'd throw out some recommendations
>and invite discussion about these authors/works.
[..]
>
>Hal Clement
>    Iceworld
>    Mission of Gravity
>    Needle                              Another of my favorite 10
>    The Nitrogen Fix
>    Still River

Hal Clement is most definitely worthy of discussion.  IMHO, he is one of
the best at getting inside the head of an alien critter, and making you
realize how *different* it is.  I suppose that these days there are some
other contenders to the 'First Person Alien' SF crown, but I don't think
anyone would dispute his title as creator of this genre.  I believe that
some of these books are several decades old, no?  (Sorry, I'm posting from
work, so I can't check my library.)

Also, he is a general science teacher, and is well versed in basic science.
When he started writing, he was one of a small number of 'hard' SF writers
who were basically doing the science correctly.  Even Clement himself
admits that he is a bit outclassed in the science department by writers
like Bob Forward and Greg Benford, but let's not forget, Clement did it
first.

  If I have any problem with his work, it is that it is erratic.  He has
written some first class novels, (Mission of Gravity, Needle, maybe
Iceword), and some absolute dogs, (Starlight, The Nitrogen Fix).  When I
picked up one of his books, I didn't really know what to expect.  By
today's standards, some of Clement's work may seem a little quaint, but if
you're the sort of person who enjoys reading old Analogs, you will likely
enjoy it.

Mission of Gravity       A true classic.  Start with this one.
Starlight                Dull.  Doesn't really *go* anywhere.
                         Sequel to Mission of Gravity
Needle                   Another classic.  First example of a
                         'live in' doctor in SF?
Through the Eye of a Needle
                         Similar to Needle, written much later.
                         Competent, but the basic premise isn't as
                         novel as when Needle was written.
Iceworld                 Not great literature, but a fun romp.
                         Classic 'First Person Alien' Clement.
The Nitrogen Fix         This adventure story simply dragged for me.
Still River              Fairly recent.  Middling to dull.
Best of Hal Clement     Collection of short stories.  I enjoyed it.

Dan Briggs
NRAO
P.O. Box O
Socorro, NM 87801
dbriggs@nrao.edu

------------------------------

Date: 21 Nov 90 20:14:47 GMT
From: howell@grover.llnl.gov (Louis Howell)
Subject: Re: Recommendations - seldom mentioned authors

nraoaoc@nmt.edu (Daniel Briggs) writes:
> Hal Clement is most definitely worthy of discussion.  IMHO, he is one of
> the best at getting inside the head of an alien critter, and making you
> realize how *different* it is.

This is only true if every member of every alien species thinks like an
undergraduate in one of the physical sciences.  Don't get me wrong, I
really enjoy Clement's books, but characterization is not one of his
strengths.  His knack is for coming up with highly unusual worlds, with
lifeforms to match.  His alien psychology is apparently all derived from
the simple principle that the alien must not only be able to live in its
bizarre environment, but must consider it ideal.  Essentially all of the
characters, both human and alien, and the plot, if any, exist solely to
explore the scientific implications of the setting.

Part of the reason Starlight was so boring was that Clement copped out.  He
came up with a new world, but he re-used the Mesklinites from Mission of
Gravity.  If you aren't interested in the possibilities of ammonia/water
weather systems, the book has no appeal.  In Cycle of Fire, though, he
introduces an alien species that evolved in the weird ecosystem, and thus
has more material to work with.

Louis Howell

------------------------------

Date: 21 Nov 90 23:30:35 GMT
From: whh@pacbell.com (Wilson Heydt)
Subject: Re: Recommendations - seldom mentioned authors

dbriggs@nrao.edu (Daniel Briggs) writes:
>Hal Clement is most definitely worthy of discussion.  IMHO, he is one of
>the best at getting inside the head of an alien critter, and making you
>realize how *different* it is.  

His greatest fault probably lies in having the most interesting planets
constructed.  They work, and they're frequently the most important
"character" in the story.  "Mission of Gravity" is a major case in point.

>Also, he is a general science teacher, and is well versed in basic
>science.

He retired a few years ago.  His entire generation of writers is getting
pretty long in the tooth.

Hal Heydt
Analyst, Pacific*Bell
415-823-5447         
whh@pbhya.PacBell.COM

------------------------------

Date: 23 Nov 90 21:48:27 GMT
From: cet1@cl.cam.ac.uk (C.E. Thompson)
Subject: Re: Recommendations - seldom mentioned authors

dbriggs@nrao.edu (Daniel Briggs) writes:
> {list of works by Hal Clement}

From which I was suprised to find omitted:

   Close to Critical

This is another archetypal work in which the characters and plot are
entirely subordinated to neat problems in the physical sciences. Good of
its kind.

Chris Thompson
JANET:    cet1@uk.ac.cam.phx
Internet: cet1%phx.cam.ac.uk@nsfnet-relay.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 26 Nov 90 15:50:17 GMT
From: svissag@hubcap.clemson.edu (Steve L Vissage II)
Subject: Glen Cook

I just finished "Dreams of Steel", the latest installment of the Annals of
the Black Company.  Does anyone know when "Glittering Stone" will be out?
 
I've also read all the Garrett novels, and "The Tower of Fear".  I've liked
everything, the Black Company being best, except for "The Silver Spike".
Are the Dread Empire novels as good as the rest of his stuff?
 
Finally, I don't recall whether he's explained where Croaker got his name.
Any ideas?  Surely it's not just because he's a doctor?
 
Steve L Vissage II
svissag@hubcap.clemson.edu

------------------------------

Date: 26 Nov 90 18:33:01 GMT
From: parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu
Subject: Re: Glen Cooky

> I just finished "Dreams of Steel", the latest installment of the Annals
> of the Black Company.  Does anyone know when "Glittering Stone" will be
> out?

   Probably not until next summer at the earliest.  As of late September he
had started over on it.

> I've also read all the Garrett novels, and "The Tower of Fear".  I've
> liked everything, the Black Company being best, except for "The Silver
> Spike".  Are the Dread Empire novels as good as the rest of his stuff?

   They're different.  With those it would be like comparing the proverbial
apples and oranges.  I liked them, though not quite as well as the Black
Company books.

> Finally, I don't recall whether he's explained where Croaker got his
> name.  Any ideas?  Surely it's not just because he's a doctor?

   Given the state of medicine in the society the books are set in, it
probably is just because he's a doctor.

   He's also written:

   Shadowline	
   Starfishers 
   Star's End	
      [This a trilogy]
   Passage at Arms
      [Related to above trilogy]
   Doomstalker	
   Warlock		
   Ceremony	
      [Another trilogy ( IMHO his weakest )]
   The Dragon Never Sleeps
   The Heirs of Babylon
   A Matter of Time
   Sung in Blood
   The Swordbearer

Gregg Parmentier
parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu

------------------------------

Date: 25 Nov 90 21:28:48 GMT
From: doughe@scotty.wv.tek.com (Douglas E Helbling)
Subject: Paula Downing Inquiry

Have any of you read _Rin's Star_ from Paula Downing?  Any comments on the
merits of buying this book?

Also, do any of you know of short stories by this author?

Doug Helbling
doughe@orca.wv.tek.com

------------------------------

Date: 26 Nov 90 23:09:00 GMT
From: IBC6HSR@oac.ucla.edu ("hari ramachandran")
Subject: Dave Duncan (and other matters)

I have just finished Dave Duncan's "Magic Casement" and can't remember it
being mentioned/discussed here. What do you folks think of it? (Be warned:
it is the first book in a series of four.)

I thought it was an excellent book with some very tasty humour. But then I
am a major fan of his books (the seventh sword series).  One interesting
point about the book: the blurb at the back of the book says stuff that
_never_ comes out in the book itself. I fancy it would have been a
different book if I had not read that first (referring to how "Rap's
journey was ordained by the Gods since before the world began...")

General curiosity: why aren't there the usual "This is the best book I ever
read in my life" comments on Duncan's books? I went back and looked at the
seventh sword series as well and no comments or reviews (or am I that alone
in thinking his stuff is good? :^)

Hari
ibc6hsr@oac.ucla.edu
hsr@uclaph.physics.ucla.edu

------------------------------

Date: 26 Nov 90 19:57:14 GMT
From: GGGALA%WMVM1@vtvm2.cc.vt.edu (Lestat)
Subject: Anne McCaffrey

There are a few problems with The Dragonlover's Guide to Pern.  On page 35,
the proportions are wrong.  The dragon can not be that big and match the
dragons from the stories.

------------------------------

Date: 26 Nov 90 02:16:16 GMT
From: PAKLAA01%ULKYVM@pucc.princeton.edu (Paige Klaas)
Subject: McCaffrey 

While looking through the library's copy of _The Rowan_ (which I still have
not read), I noticed on the "other books by A.M." list several books that I
did not recognize and that were supposedly SF/F.  I was wondering if anyone
had any info on the following:
   Out of this World Cookbook
   A Time When
   The Girl Who Heard Dragons (this sounds like a short story about
      Aramina?) 
   Pegasus in Flight  (I think I saw this in the store.  Another
      enlargement of a short story?)

Does anyone know if these are available?  and where?  And do I WANT to find
them?

E-mail quite acceptable.  Many thanks extended in advance.

Paige A. Klaas

------------------------------

Date: 26 Nov 90 13:39:18 GMT
From: browns@iccgcc.decnet.ab.com (Stan Brown)
Subject: Pratchett's Discworld series, a summary

Thanks to persons who responded to my requests for information about Terry
Pratchett's Discworld series, specifically for a list of the novels and the
order to read them in.  A summary of responses from:
   "Mathew Law, SIE Reading, UK" <sievax.enet.dec.com!law>
   "Malcolm Mladenovic" <dsbc.icl.stc.co.uk!mbm>
   "Mike Bayliss" <chorus.fr!mike>
   "David Watkin" <liverpool.ac.uk!DWATKIN>

Summary of information:

_Strata_ is not a Discworld Series novel, though it does take place on a
disc-shaped world.

The Discworld series, in order, where each + is an enthusiastic
recommendation and each - is the opposite:
   The Colour of Magic    (+-)
   The Light Fantastic    (+-)
   Equal Rites            (-)
   Mort                   (++++)
   Sourcery               (--)
   Wyrd Sisters           (+++)
   Pyramids               (++)
   Guards! Guards!        (+)
   Faust (or Eric)        (-)
   Moving Pictures        (+)
And a (-) for "the one about the witch who wants to be a wizard"

Order to read them: The Colour of Magic, then The Light Fantastic, then the
others in any order.  "There are occasional refernces to previous books,
but not enough to cause serious annoyance if read out of order."

non-Discworld, but recommended:

Truckers     "Excellent - better than many Discworld"
Good Omens   "Superb - my second favourite Pratchett, may
                lose something going across the Atlantic"

Stan Brown
Oak Road Systems
Cleveland, Ohio, USA
+1 216 371 0043
browns@iccgcc.decnet.ab.com

------------------------------

Date: 26 Nov 90 16:27:39 GMT
From: bader+@andrew.cmu.edu (Miles Bader)
Subject: Re: Zelazny was: (Any real readers?)

jmann@angmar.sw.stratus.com (Jim Mann) writes:
> Some of his short work is also very good, including just about everything
> in The Doors to His Face, the Lamps of His Mouth and most of the stories
> in the recent Fire and Ice.

Why do people keep recommending "The Doors of His Face, the Lamps of His
Mouth"?  I like a lot of things Zelazy wrote (LoL), but TDoHF was more
irritating than anything else.

Baffled, 

Miles

------------------------------

Date: 15 Nov 90 04:08:37 GMT
From: dzweig@rnd.gba.nyu.edu (Dani Zweig)
Subject: Re: Request

MJENKIN@OPIE.BGSU.EDU:
>   I am looking for stories (preferably of novella length or longer, up to
>full novels) dealing with sub-light multigenerational spacecraft.  Could
>someone make some recommendations?  (Primary bent: 'hard science')

A number of titles come to mind, but this topic hasn't conduced very well
to hard science.

Rogue Ship, by A.E. Van Vogt
Orphans of the Sky, by Robert A. Heinlein
The Ballad of Beta Two, by Samuel R. Delany
Two Hundred Years To Christmas, by J.T. McIntosh
The Watch Below, by James White 

There are a good number in which the 'multigenerational' part is suspect
because the viewpoint character is around for the whole trip, even though
succeeding generations are born.

Dani Zweig
haste@andrew.cmu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 24 Nov 90 22:54:58 GMT
From: kfl@quake.lcs.mit.edu (Keith F. Lynch)
Subject: Re: Multi-generation spacecraft

The only other one I can think of is Harlan Ellison's _Phoenix Without
Ashes_.

If you don't require the spacecraft to *go* anywhere, there are lots more,
dating back to Hale's "The Brick Moon" in the 1870s.

Keith

------------------------------

Date: 25 Nov 90 17:31:12 GMT
From: jdnicoll@watyew.uwaterloo.ca (Brian or James)
Subject: Re: Multi-generation spacecraft

   Ben Bova wrote three novels about a generation ship, which were
collected under the name 'The Exiles Trilogy'.

   John Brunner had a large generation ship involved *just* off-stage in
'Catch a Falling Star'.

   Aldiss wrote about one in 'Starship' (AKA 'Non-stop'), which I haven't
read.

   Let's see, there's 'Rite of Passage', by Panshin, 'Cities in Flight', by
Blish (both of which I liked), and 'Captive Universe, by Harrison (which I
didn't like). Also , try 'The Ballad of Beta-2' by Delany. There are
probably a few hundred others that I can't think of right now, as well.

James Nicoll

------------------------------

Date: 25 Nov 90 19:42:56 GMT
From: lazarus@ug.cs.dal.ca (Chuck Turner)
Subject: Re: Multi-generation spacecraft

I think the best multi-generation spaceship novel that I ever read was "The
Jesus Incident" by Frank Herbert.  The basis for this story was his novel
"Destination: Void", and is followed by "The Lazarus Effect" and "The
Ascension Factor".  These last two don't have as much to do with the ship,
as with the society that has formed on the planet the ship "created" for
them (read the book for an explanation of that.  I don't profess to
understand much about the Ship).

They are all, with the exception of the first one, written with Bill
Ransom.

Chuck

------------------------------

Date: 27 Nov 90 00:45:22 GMT
From: dweingar@csserv1.ic.sunysb.edu (David Weingart)
Subject: Re: Multi-generation spacecraft

If you're not strictly into stories, of course, Niven's classic piece
"Bigger Than Worlds" (I can't recall offhand what collection it's in) is
quite an interesting treatment of large structures.

David Weingart
dweingar@ic.sunysb.edu

------------------------------

Date: 23 Nov 90 16:56:32 GMT
From: MNHVZ028@sivm.bitnet (Robert O'Hara)
Subject: Book inquiry

Please forgive this inquiry from someone who hasn't read too much science
fiction: Someone told me about a short story (novel?) in which an advanced
society has perfected data compression to the point that the vast library
of their entire civilization is reduced to the size of a grain of sand.
Then, of course, they lose it.  Does anyone know the title or author of
this work?

Thanks.

Bob

------------------------------

Date: 26 Nov 90 02:48:57 GMT
From: PAKLAA01%ULKYVM@pucc.princeton.edu (Paige Klaas)
Subject: story request

YES!  It is time once again to play "Name That Title" with but a few
vaguely recalled details.  This IS going to be quite fuzzy, and I
apologize.  I read this story many years ago.  The version I read was a
short story. I am assuming that it was not in condensed form.  (Yes, I know
what happens when you assume) But, on with the show.

The story took place in an hospital setting.  Possibly after a war?  The
section of the hospital concerned was the psychiatric ward.  Ward T sticks
in my mind.  The hospital higher-ups called in this expert.  It seems that
patients have been disappearing from the ward.  Not escaping, vanishing.
The psychiatrist(?) interviews several of the remaining patients.  They all
have these delusions that they are actually going off to other places,
other times.  The psychiatrist notices certain inconsistencies with their
stories.  Like, if a woman said she had been Cleopatra, she talked of
countries that did not exist as such back then. (This had some kind of
bearing on the story, though it escapes me as to what it was.)  Anyway, by
the time the psychiatrist gets it all figured out, it is too late, they are
all gone.

Well, I WARNED you this was going to be fuzzy.  My thanks extended to all
in advance.

E-mail quite acceptable.

Paige A. Klaas

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Today's Topics:

		     Films - It (4 msgs) & Dark Star &
                             Highlander II (4 msgs) & 
                             Beastmaster II (2 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 21 Nov 90 16:20:36 GMT
From: jmann@angmar.sw.stratus.com (Jim Mann)
Subject: It -- The Movie  (Part 2)

It - A Movie Review (Part 2)  (Contains spoilers)

On Monday, I reviewed the first part of the TV movie based on Stephen
King's IT.  At that point, I blasted it, calling it a "Cliff's Notes for
Television" rather than a "Novel for Television."  The characters were
rather shallow and the film just didn't have the scope and epic feel of the
novel.

Part 2 was aired last night. It was a bit better. The characters were
fleshed out a bit (though still shallow) and the ending didn't seem quite
as rushed.  However, many of the problems of the first part still remained.

First of all, it failed to give you the feel of the scope, power, and age
of it.  It was simply a somewhat nasty monster faced by our characters, not
the timeless evil it was in the novel.

The ending, while not as rushed as that of part one, still seemed a tad too
easy. Moreover, the characters face down it on strictly a physical plain.
It is a much more intense moment in the book, fought primarily on what can
best be described here as another plain, first by Bill, then by Richie
(whose role is trivial in the film).

Another problem is that the film tries to bring in devices from the book,
but, without the buildup these things had in the book. Thus, they are just
confusing or trite. For example, Bill's "He thrusts his hands against the
posts and still insists he sees the ghosts" chant builds up to something of
mystic significance in the book, in part because of King's narrative
technique, in which Bill remembers this bit by bit. In the movie, many
readers must have been shaking their heads, wondering why he was saying
such things to the monster at the end.

Similarly, Silver is just Bill's old bike. In the novel, it is built up in
such a way that it seems much, much more, so that when Bill used it to
"beat the devil" it fits.

Finally, the characters just don't seem to jell the way they do in the
book. In the book, each character is an integral part of the whole.
Richie, for example, is NOT just the class clown. His joking and his voices
are important in the resolution, and are part of the synergy of the lucky
seven.

I realize that much of this probably comes from the time constraints.  If
they had 6 or 8 hours rather than 4, they could have done a much better
job. I certainly would have expected more of William Goldman, who is a fine
screenwriter.  However, what we wound up with was OK and enjoyable, but a
pale shadow of what it could have been.

Jim Mann
Stratus Computer
jim_mann@es.stratus.com

------------------------------

Date: 21 Nov 90 20:49:51 GMT
From: rcb33483@uxa.cso.uiuc.edu (ArchTeryx)
Subject: Re: IT -- The Movie--questions, comments, and *spoilers*

jmann@angmar.sw.stratus.com (Jim Mann) writes:
[a rather long review of the movie IT]

I also watched the movie, and, despite the shortcomings (*I* recognized
them, and *I* never read the book).  I *have* read a King epic, _The
Stand_, and I found it quite long winded.  Just too much a of good thing.
Overuse of buildup and background/side plots.  But IT goes to the opposite
extreme.  Way too little background/buildup, especially where the being
IT/Pennywise is described.  But I still enjoyed the movie quite a lot,
especially the fortune cookie scene, and the development of Pennywise
(*not* IT, just Pennywise).  In the first half, it seems that Pennywise
just goes around flashing his fangs and pursuing his preoccupation with
"floating".  In the second half, however, he turns the dark humor on quite
a bit, flashing his fangs only once, instead scaring with his wit and dark
humor.  For example, I particularly enjoyed the scene with the fellow
(Richie was it?) in the taxi, when suddenly, after an encounter with
Pennywise, a balloon appears beside him with the logo "TURN BACK NOW".
That is a King gift - his ability to turn the ordinary into something quite
sinister.

But the real reason I posted is to see if somebody could answer a couple of
questions I have about IT as a whole.  One is where the use of satellite
plot elements (Pennywise's preoccupation with "floating", Silver,
"Deadlights", etc.) actually comes in.  The movie did almost no justice to
these out of time constraints, and I assume they DO play a significant part
in the story.  I am particularly interested in exactly what this
"Deadlight" that seems to have such an allure, actually is.  And that leads
me to my main question - just what is IT, in the first place?  I have seen
IT's many forms, including the Great Spider at the end.  And when they kill
the spider, they seem to think it's over.  This does not seem to make the
least bit of sense.  It seemed to me that IT was a demon of some sort, that
existed in more than one plane.  In that case, killing a physical
manifestation (like the spider) wouldn't do a bit of good.  And, indeed,
when the kids kill Pennywise at the end of the first part, it seems that
they have just killed off a physical manifestation putting IT to sleep for
30 years.  But, in that case, why are they so sure that, after killing the
spider, that they haven't just put IT to sleep for another 30 years?  Could
somebody who has read the book please shed some light (excuse the imagery
:}) on this for me?  Thanks.
 
R. Cody Buchmann         
rcb33483@uxa.cso.uiuc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 22 Nov 90 01:09:24 GMT
From: hopi@scicom.alphacdc.com (Hopi Star Lord)
Subject: IT  (Stephen King)  IT stank!!!!! =>8^O

Yes people, I mistake not in my subject. The miniseries 'IT' for ABC
really stank. 

Those who read the book should agree with me. If you didn't read the book
then it might have been enjoyable. (Slightly)

And watch out, I *love* Stephen King, and I know what should be expected
from his movies. I hope _Misery_ isn't as bad as this was!

I will begin by telling you what was expected, (by me) but did not meet my
expectation. If you don't want to hear, don't read on, otherwise do.

First, I thought that Pennywise was a good deal alike to what he was in the
book. But he didn't have something that I really thought gave him
character. His teeth were supposed to be, (if, of course, I remember
correctly), razor blades, angled in his mouth as teeth. Now, I thought that
that was a pertinent addition to Pennywise. Although they did an okay job
on his teeth anyway.  Also, when he changed from one thing to another, he
all of a sudden becomes himself, or vice-versa. He slowly formed himself,
contorting his features to an almost grotesque sight. It wasn't like, "now
you see him, now you don't".

Next. The entity that was making children 'IT's' bloody victims, was not
just a mere spider. It was a little more than that. You have to use your
imagination I guess but, they didn't let you do that in the movie.

One thing that I thought was the *worst* was the fact that the sequence of
events was too brief. The book got a little more into the friendship of the
kids. They did a lot of things together that was not shown in the movie.
The book also developed the characters better. Also, the kids in the movie
killed 'IT' too fast (both times), there was a little more explanatory
details than shown. I know that you can't get that deep into something in a
movie as you can in a book but, common, give me a break.

Well, all in all, I guess you have to just read the book to get the real
gist if the story. So all those who think they got gypped, (and who
didn't??), c'est la vie. All those who thought that the movie was good,
please, read the book!

hopi@scicom.alphacdc.com

------------------------------

Date: 26 Nov 90 16:15:01 GMT
From: joan@ocean.med.unc.edu (Joan Shields)
Subject: Re: IT  (Stephen King)  IT stank!!!!! =>8^O

Well, I watched the movie and then read the book.  I really didn't think
the movie was that bad.  I don't think that all of the book could have been
put into the movie. It would be the longest mini series in history, not to
mention probably rated X and certainly some of the scenes in the book could
not be portrayed on-screen.  As to Pennywise's teeth, well, you can only do
so much with FX, the imagination is always going to be better.  I felt that
the child actors did a very nice job and that, on the whole it wasn't half
bad.

Joan

------------------------------

Date: 22 Nov 90 16:56:28 GMT
From: csusac!potter@csufres.csufresno.edu (Carl Kolchak)
Subject: Bradbury/Dark Star

davidg@aipna.ed.ac.uk (David Green ) writes:
> I think the original poster on this Bradbury discussion claimed that the
> ending of 'cult' sf movie 'Dark Star' was lifted from a Bradbury story.
> Unfortunately I don't think he/she actually told us which Bradbury story
> it was. Could the original poster tell me please, or has anyone else got
> any ideas?

   Try "KALEIDOSCOPE," in "THE ILLUSTRATED MAN."  It comes pretty close.
 
   "DARK STAR" wasn't so much a "cult movie" as a senior project.  It was
made by a bunch of kids in film school in L.A., reportedly on a budget of
around $6000; but special access to studio gear via family connections
allowed them to keep the costs way down.  Main problem: lack of coherence
in the script; the story was nonsensical and the plot indefensible, and the
movie was, consequently, a series of vaguely humorous vignettes which are
normally best appreciated by college crowds heavily premedicated with THC.
 
   Dan O'Bannon, the principal "writer" involved, seems to have repeatedly
demonstrated his disdain for the rights of other writers; the surfboard
re-entry scene appears to have been lifted bodily from other, copyrighted,
material.
   When O'Bannon worked on "ALIEN," a number of motifs, scenes, and ideas
from A.E. Van Vogt's stories worked their way into his script, and Van Vogt
sued.  (He won.)
   Then, in "LIFEFORCE," O'Bannon, et al., cleared rights with the writer
(Colin Wilson, for "THE SPACE VAMPIRES") prior to making the movie; and
gave *zero* credit to Van Vogt, who wrote the story Wilson had used as his
model.  (Wilson's novel has a very nice introductory page thanking Van Vogt
for his permission to use the story concept, which Wilson re-arranged
heavily, but which is still a direct derivation of Van Vogt's work.)  Thus,
while Colin Wilson's name was on a movie derived from a Van Vogt work, Van
Vogt's was not.  I regard this as the kind of petty stab-backing typical of
the kind of person Dan O'Bannon appears to be, i.e. a run-of-the-mill
Hollywood scuzz, devoid of imagination or honor.  On the other hand, it's
not like "LIFEFORCE" made enough money to be worth suing over; sort of like
Fritz Leiber's disinclination to bother suing the producers of "WITCHES'
BREW" for their blatant rip-off of his novel, "CONJURE WIFE."  Leiber said,
"Why bother?  It was horrible.  I don't want my name associated with it."

------------------------------

Date: 21 Nov 90 17:59:08 GMT
From: MACGYVER@indycms.iupui.edu (MacGyver)
Subject: Highlander II

Also, Sean Connery's character is back, despite the obvious conflict of his
character supposedly dying in the first film.

------------------------------

Date: 23 Nov 90 20:06:20 GMT
From: polari!6sigma2@sumax.seattleu.edu (Brian Matthews)
Subject: Re: Highlander II

Of course Sean Connery's character died a few hundred years before
Highlander took place, so I don't see the problem with Connery being in the
second film.  At the very least they can just have more flashbacks to
before he was killed.

Brian L. Matthews
6sigma2@polari.UUCP

------------------------------

Date: 23 Nov 90 11:39:56 GMT
From: james@castle.ed.ac.uk (J Gillespie)
Subject: Re: Highlander II

MACGYVER@INDYCMS.IUPUI.EDU (MacGyver) writes:
>Also, Sean Connery's character is back, despite the obvious conflict of
>his character supposedly dying in the first film.

I would hate to see this happen, as it would be totally inconsistent with
the entire plot: The Prize was only for the _very last_ immortal left
alive.  If Connery's character survived by any means, either (i) McLeod
couldn't have won the Prize in the first place, and causality breaks down,
or (ii) the two remaining immortals either fight each other for the Prize
(their only reason for existing in the first place), or they shake hands
and agree to live in peace for the rest of eternity.  I know it's only a
film, indeed a sequel, but I do like things to be internally consistent.

------------------------------

Date: 25 Nov 90 19:32:51 GMT
From: lazarus@ug.cs.dal.ca (Chuck Turner)
Subject: Re: Highlander II

Okay, you don't read the movies newsgroup I guess.  Here's the scoop as I
understand it from the news on that group.

The title of the movie is Highlander 2020: The Quickening.  The year is
2020 (hence the title), and Connor McLeod, having reached demigod status,
is doing his part to save the world from itself.  Ramirez (Sean Connery) is
back through the use of flashbacks (the same way he appeared in the first
movie).  The setting is Brazil, with the jungle and the encroaching
civilization (it looks very ecologically-minded.  I hope it doesn't try to
preach).  Micheal Ironside plays the leader/ruler/emperor(?) of an alien
race that has it out for the immortals.  And like all highly advanced
races, they are good at sword-play.

I don't know the plot, but I know that McLeod is in Brazil, he's inventing
things with the help of some scientist babe, and Ironside wants his head.
Guess I'll have to wait a couple of months till it comes out.

Chuck

------------------------------

Date: 24 Nov 90 02:24:02 GMT
From: ME301012@brownvm.brown.edu (Steve Warburton)
Subject: Re: Beastmaster II

Okay, actually Re: Beastmaster I.  Does anyone know how the studio got away
with using Andre Norton's title, concept and character in Beastmaster and
not even give her a "Based on ..." in the credits?  I'll grant they changed
(destroyed?) her original plot and setting, but the name, telepathic
communications with a bird, big cat and two small furries seems awfully
close.

------------------------------

Date: 24 Nov 90 21:53:13 GMT
From: csusac!potter@csufres.csufresno.edu (Carl Kolchak)
Subject: Re: Beastmaster II

ME301012@BROWNVM.BROWN.EDU (Steve Warburton) writes:
> Okay, actually Re: Beastmaster I.  Does anyone know how the studio got
> away with using Andre Norton's title, concept and character in
> Beastmaster and not even give her a "Based on ..." in the credits?  I'll
> grant they changed (destroyed?) her original plot and setting, but the
> name, telepathic communications with a bird, big cat and two small
> furries seems awfully close.

   Well, since you ask: IT'S VERY HARD TO COPYRIGHT A TITLE.  In fact, I
don't know of a way to do it.  Some years ago, when they retitled a P.K.
Dick novel ("Do Androids Dream Of Electric Sheep?") to BLADERUNNER, there
were some very interesting legal maneuvers involved in the movie people
paying off Alan Nourse and his partner for the use of the title
"BLADERUNNER," which was the title of an unrelated novel of THEIRS.  (And
which would have made a great movie, probably a *better* movie, with that
kind of budget and talent available, but what do *I* know.)
 
  You'll see an acknowledgement to Nourse & Co. in the end credits of
"BLADERUNNER," and when you ask them how much they got, they just smile.
 
   On "BEASTMASTER," despite the use of the cat, the bird, and the two
squirmy little grubbers, there simply wasn't enough of the novel
"BEASTMASTER" there to justify anything like legal action.  The plot was
different, the viewpoint character was different, the movie was filled with
evil magic in a long-ago or far-off land.
 
   The *NOVEL* "BEASTMASTER" concerned an American Indian scout, a retired
armed forces type, in a thoroughly mechanistic society (spacecraft,
blasters, bad aliens, technical gimcracks.)  The only non-SF items involved
were the "psi forces" used by the protagonist when he worked with his
critters.  (Obviously, Hosteen Storm wasn't a big blonde guy with a huge
sword and Conanesque thews, either.)
 
   So, while certain elements of character design and title may be similar,
that kind of thing is no more actionable than the spate of "FUGITIVE"-style
TV pilots involving androids that we've had since Roddenberry made
"QUESTOR."

   I am with you in assuming that someone who wrote the movie read a lot of
Andre Norton at some point.  But, that someone could just as easily be
charged with lifting Conan, and there are innumerable cases in Spec-F of
people who "link" with critters telepathically.  Unless someone were to
admit to intent and conscious decision, that particular set of animals
could be claimed to be purely fortuitous.
 
   Example: the business of the eye in the ring, and reaching through it to
kill someone, or poke an eye out - that certainly isn't a magical concept
from Norton, although it's used in some of the Conan stories.  (And several
movies, too.)
 
    Since this is the U.S., Norton could certainly sue but, I wouldn't
expect her case to be very strong, and would expect it to settle out of
court for a fraction of her asking figure, unless she had a VERY good
lawyer, or a deposition concerning an admission of premeditation, along the
lines of a certain director's "Yeah, we ripped off a couple of old OUTER
LIMITS episodes" admission of a few years back.

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	  Television - Star Trek (5 msgs) & Star Wars (3 msgs) &
                       Star Blazers (3 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 14 Nov 90 20:56:03 GMT
From: haggart@pc5 (Ross Haggart)
Subject: ST:TNG

Just a small note to state my beef with the last episode where Worf's mate
goes to the great beyond.

It is incongruous that in a medical emergency where every second counts the
patient must wait for the shapely doctor to arrive with her high-tech
leather satchel. Would the correct procedure not be to beam the person
directly to sickbay and/or into a stasis field? (The doctor mentioned that
she would have done the stasis thing but she didn't have the time.)

The writers could have accommodated the necessary plot requirements in some
straight forward way (such as the handing over of the responsibility of the
son in an emotionally moving video last will and testament) with no loss of
drama and remained technologically consistent.

Beef over.

As a supplemental to the British Censorship thread ... the part of the
above mentioned episode where Worf skewers the bad guy in impressive
fashion did bother my 3.75 year old son. (It didn't make an impression on
his 2.5 year old sister though. I think this may support Kipling's
Generalized Theory on Gender Specific Deadliness Characteristics :->) Both
children are big fans and look forward each week for Star Trek on Saturday
night. In retrospect, had I known what was coming and its dramatic
presentation, I would have distracted the little nippers for the short time
required. In this sense I agree with the BBC position vis-a-vis Star Trek
as children's television.

Regards.

Ross

------------------------------

Date: 25 Nov 90 19:07:00 GMT
From: MDIGIACO@tufts.bitnet
Subject: ST:TNG

***SPOILER ALERT***

Having seen most of the new season, I've developed opinions on the quaility
of the programs.  Unfortunately, I don't remember all the titles.

[The one with the human raised by aliens]: Ouch!!!  All of that effort to
introduce him to human culture, and the youth goes back anyway.  Plus, I
thought that the abuse issue was used offhandedly, and does not bode well
for the future.

"Brothers": A great episode, where Brent Spiner really shows off his acting
talent.  Does anyone remember him as the hick on Night Court?  I didn't
recognize him.  Two spoilers though: Why does Noonian Soongh look like
Miracle Max?  And isn't "Noonian Soongh" just a little too close to
"Noonian Singh" for comfort?

"Reunion": Finally, Klingons acting like Klingons.  That weapon of Worf's
looks really mean too.  Pity they killed of the Ambassador though.  Perhaps
next season they'll finish off this storyline, now that the Empire is under
new management.

[Dr. Crusher gets zapped by a warp bubble]: Not to put any slurs on Gates
McFadden's acting, but this episode was really stupid.  I'd hoped the
Traveler story line would be ignored, but now Wesley has this weird
ability, which I hope we never see again.

"Future Imperfect": Another Rip van Winkle story, with a twist.  It was
interesting to see how the ship changed in 16 years, but I thought the
ending was a bit trite.  I hope they use Tomalak more often.

"The Final Mission": Star Trek meets Dune.  Everything is set up for Wesley
to face up to the shuttle captain, and he backs down.  God, what a nerd.  I
hope, if he indeed leaves the ship, that the academy will change his
character enough to make him bearable. Speaking of Dune, didn't Stewart
play Gurney Halleck in that movie?

One final observation: This season, many of the episodes seem to focus on
individual characters.  For example, Riker was featured in "Future
Imperfect", Wesley in "Final Mission", Worf in "Reunion", and Data in
"Brothers".  By my count, the only bridge crew which haven't been showcased
are Geordi and Troi.  Perhaps Luaxana is coming for another visit?  I hope
so.  In any case, is this a trend or just coincidence?

------------------------------

Date: 26 Nov 90 17:38:13 GMT
From: AAW151@uriacc.bitnet (Andy Patrizio)
Subject: ST: TNG

A question:

Now that Wesley Crusher has been accepted to the Academy, was this his swan
song last weekend? I remember someone saying none of the characters are
leaving the show. That sure looked like an exit to me.

Andy Patrzio
Box 705 Ellery Hall
URI
Kingston, RI 02881
(401) 782-2758
Bitnet: aaw151@uriacc.bitnet
ARPA: aaw151%uriacc.bitnet@brownvm.brown.edu
Internet: aaw151@uriacc.uri.edu
Usenet: simon@sbs.bbs.com
        andypo@idsvax.ids.com

------------------------------

Date: 26 Nov 90 19:41:52 GMT
From: eliz@peduncle.ai.mit.edu (Elizabeth Willey)
Subject: Re: ST: TNG

Andy Patrzio wrote: 
>Now that Wesley Crusher has been accepted to the Academy, was this his
>swan song last weekend? I remember someone saying none of the characters
>are leaving the show. That sure looked like an exit to me.

Since everybody's talking about Star Trek again, I thought I'd add MY big
disappointment:

In our local TV guide thing, the episode Andy describes above was listed as
something like, "On Wesley's final mission, he comes to terms with death."
Needless to say, in our house that was read: "Wesley gets killed!" (and not
a moment too soon).

So we watched, and we watched, and we cheered when the shuttlecraft went
down, and we cheered when they had no water, and we cheered when the big
styrofoam rocks fell down, and damn it!  Wesley didn't get killed.  We were
*sure* the big rocks would get him, because his last name was Crusher (come
on, things happen on Star Trek for dumber reasons), and then we hoped he'd
immolate himself on the Mysterious Fountain about whose origins nobody
bothered to speculate in order to short-circuit its defense mechanisms and
provide Picard with a dying drink of water (a la Stephen Crane) while
martyring himself.  But no, Wesley *walks out*, alive and even well.

------------------------------

Date: 27 Nov 90 00:58:55 GMT
From: carpentr@serss0.fiu.edu (Ralph P Carpenter)
Subject: Re: ST: TNG

AAW151@uriacc.BITNET (Andy Patrizio) writes:
>Now that Wesley Crusher has been accepted to the Academy, was this his
>swan song last weekend? I remember someone saying none of the characters
>are leaving the show. That sure looked like an exit to me.

   And right you are.  Wil Wheaton is off to university, and "Final
Mission" marked his final show as a regular cast member.  He will probably
make one or two future appearances as Wesley Crusher during the remaining
years of TNG.

Ralph P Carpenter
Florida Atlantic Univ  
Boca Raton       
InterNet: Ralpho@acc.fau.edu
Bitnet: Ralpho@FauVax       

------------------------------

Date: 14 Nov 90 17:35:00 GMT
From: PSYCHO@ksuvm.ksu.edu (Scott)
Subject: Star Wars TV Show(s)

In searching about in my stack of Star Wars goodies, looking for references
to the TV episode (which I barely remember) that has been discussed
recently, I came across a brief mention of a 2nd such episode entitled
Ewoks: Battle for Endor, which I have no memory of at all.  Does anyone
else remember it?

Any thoughts would be welcome.  Thanks!!

Scott Frank
PSYCHO@KSUVM
PSYCHO@KSUVM.KSU.EDU

------------------------------

Date: 14 Nov 90 18:07:55 GMT
From: SSDC@brownvm.brown.edu ("DONNA J. SOUZA")
Subject: Re: SF-LOVERS Digest   V15 #389

I remember a TV special but I'm not sure if it's the one currently being
discussed, I don't remember an animated sequence.  I *DO* remember that the
guest star was Art Carney who played a friend of Chewy and his family.  I
also remember that Harrison Ford, as Han Solo, was in the show.  I don't
remember any of the other major SW characters being in it.

That's all I remember, it was a long time ago.

------------------------------

Date: 14 Nov 90 22:09:41 GMT
From: hsv3!mvp@vicom.com (Mike Van Pelt)
Subject: Re: Star Wars TV Show(s)

There were two Ewoks TV movies, but this was long after the "Star Wars
Christmas Special" or whatever that started this topic.  (That one was
pre-"The Empire Strikes Back".)  The first Ewoks TV-movie was, in my
opinion, pure Saturday Morning Schlock, though not as bad as the "Christmas
Special".  I didn't watch the second Ewoks TV-movie.  Somehow, I suspect I
didn't miss anything.  :-)

I liked the Star Wars series, and was really surprised that the TV-movies
were so poor.  Does anyone have any information about how much or little
control Lucas had over them?

Mike Van Pelt
...ames!vsi1!v7fs1!mvp

------------------------------

Date: 15 Nov 90 21:07:02 GMT
From: huntzing@pica.army.mil ("Hugh A. Huntzinger", CCL-S)
Subject: Re: Star Blazers

Yes, this was a big, big, following circa '81 or '82 when I first became
aware of Star Blazers (Channel 29 in Philadelphia was running it at the
time).

It is true that they were hacked to pieces for the American audience.  I
saw a couple of episodes/movies at PhilCon (with a Japanese interpreter)
crowded into a hotel room with lots of other folk.  Very interesting stuff.
For those who remember what I can describe (poorly), here goes nothing:

The "Doctor" (short fat guy with glasses and red "R2D2" robot): if you
remember, he was frequently going around carrying and drinking a bottle of
"MILK" and then started to act very silly.  Does it make more sense if it
was SAKE?

The characters were almost to the man wiped out at the end of one of the
seasons.  I was told that the high quality of the animation (of earlier
seasons) was prohibitively expensive and the producers wanted to end the
series.  The local (Japanese) fans virtually (literally?) rioted in
protest.  To see the detail of the animation, not only look at the general
image quality/complexity, but also watch for a scene where three or so
characters are having a discussion concentrate on watching those who are
NOT talking you'll see them blink, shift position, etc.

One season finale involving the Comet Empire's mothership being destroyed.
The ending involved the blue skinned bad-guy-now-good-guy with white hair
(Dreadlock?) ramming his ship into an open "torpedo" port of the mothership
& called upon the Yamato to fire upon his position with the wave motion gun
now that he had opened up a chink in the mothership's armor.  After a
"goodby, honored friend" tearjerker, we saw an external "Boof, Boom!" view.
In the original, unedited version we get a bonus interior view of the
bad-guy captain on the bridge of the mothership as the fireball engulfs the
bridge, stripping him to a skeleton and then to dust (much to the cheers of
all of us viewers in the hotel room :-).

Wish I could remember more specifics, etc. but the memory... you know.
Good to hear that they're available on video; I'll have to go a-looking.

Hugh

------------------------------

Date: 16 Nov 90 06:51:41 GMT
From: dan@ai.mit.edu
Subject: Re: Star Blazers

huntzing@PICA.ARMY.MIL  ("Hugh A. Huntzinger", CCL-S) writes:
>The characters were almost to the man wiped out at the end of one of the
>seasons.  I was told that the high quality of the animation (of earlier
>seasons) was prohibitively expensive and the producers wanted to end the
>series.  The local (Japanese) fans virtually (literally?) rioted in
>protest.  To see the detail of the animation, not only look at the general
>image quality/complexity, but also watch for a scene where three or so
>characters are having a discussion.  Concentrate on watching those who are
>NOT talking, you'll see them blink, shift position, etc.

The "high quality of animation" is a point of some debate.  To anyone
raised on Disney/Warner animation, the animation was atrocious, with
movement being done in "threes" (to use animator's jargon, "threes" means 8
frames per second as opposed to "twos" which is 12 fps "ones", which equals
24 fps.).  The lip-sync (even in the original Japanese) is non-existent and
the overall quality of movement is appalling.  Quite contrary to whatyou
said about the costs being "prohibitively" expensive, the original series
was done on a shoestring. Even with animation in "threes", we rarely saw
full animation, and instead got lots of talkingheads shots, or shots where
only a single arm or head moved.  The design work of the show was excellent
however, as was the overall look; the animators truly made the most of a
limited budget.  Later entries inthe series were considerably more lavish.

>One season finale involving the Comet Empire's mothership being destroyed.
>The ending involved the blue skinned bad-guy-now-good-guy with white hair
>(Dreadlock?) ramming his ship into an open "torpedo" port of the
>mothership and called upon the Yamato to fire upon his position with the
>wave motion gun now that he had opened up a chink in the mothership's
>armor.  After a "goodby, honored friend" tearjerker, we saw an external
>"Boof, Boom!" view.  In the original, unedited version we get a bonus
>interior view of the bad-guy captain on the bridge of the mothership as
>the fireball engulfs the bridge, stripping him to a skeleton and then to
>dust (much to the cheers of all of us viewers in the hotel room :-).

You've confused a couple of different stories with similar endings.  Just
to set the record straight:

The timeline of films and TV shows goes like this:

"Space Cruiser Yamato" (Starblazers) 1974

A moderately successful series that becme even more popular in the wake of
a re-release, after Star Wars hit big.  Still beloved.  Earth at its
darkest hour resurrects the ancient battleship YAMATO as a space battleship
to fight the Gamilons (Gamilas in Japan) who have wasted the Earth.  Queen
Starsha gives them warp technology and a nifty anti-radiation device for
their troubles.

"Arrivederci Space Cruiser Yamato" (1978) A thetrical sequel to the first
series in which the Yamato crew bttles the White Comet, resulting in most
of the cast getting killed in various tragic ways, as well as the ship
itself.  A real 3-hanky movie.

"Space Cruiser Yamato II" realizing that a potential goldmine has been shot
by the ending of the last movie, the second TV series follows the story of
the second film, yet leaves quite a few more people alive and leaves the
ship intact.  A nice followup to the first series.  Desslock (Desular)
reforms, after beating the crap out of the Yamato and they beat the Comet
Empire.

"Yamato, the New Journey" (1979) This TV-movie is a nice little gem of a
story, which details some of what you described. A new enemy appears,
threatening Starsha.  The Yamato crew give her a hand, as does Desular.
Desular bails out to find a new home and Starsha dies.  Many planets
explode.

"Be Forever Yamato" (1980) Yamato with a little, shall we say, courage.
The new enemy from the last film (The Dark nebula Empire or something like
that) invades the earth and holds it siege.  The Yamato crew escapes, and
in spite of incredible odds, they smash their enemy.  Interesting movie,
with some truly weird sexual overtones.

"Yamato III" (1981) A rather ill-advised followup to the last film.  Earth
is caught in a crossfire between Garuman (of which Desluar's race, the
Gamilas, were a sort of lost tribe - Desular has taken over his parent
race, natch) and the Bolar.  A pretty average series, with a few nice
moments, but a bit of a letdown considering some of the series' highs.
originally planned for 52 episodes, cut back to 25 - it shows, with rushed
and confused pacing.

"Final Yamato" (1983) Another attempt to tell a "final chapter" of the
Yamato saga.  The sentiments of self-sacrifice and honor that made
"Arrivederci Yamato" memorable, had by now, been reduced to cheap formula.
The mythic overtones don't work at all (the mcguffin is a giant water
planet called Aquarius that dumps water on planets and brings life, wipes
out civilizations, etc.).  The villains, yet another bigger and badder set
of blue meanies fail to inspire much in the way of terror (we've seen it
all before by now).  Even the music (usually a strong point) is weak.  The
pseudo-science is also unbearable in this film (earlier entries actually
seemed to be aware of traditions within written SF regarding things like
FTL travel etc.).  Worst of all, its climax (so to speak) is an embarassing
and kitschy PG love-scene between the principals.

Overall, an excellent series, which simply ran out of steam after 4 good
stories.  In Japan, shows go in and out of favor faster than musical fads
in Manchester England, but Yamato has remained a classic.  The theme song
is practically a national song, sung by people in bars as frequently as the
national anthem.  There's something very memorable about the early Yamato
shows, a certain naive but sincere spirit, with some very powerful anti-war
statements being made.  The symbolism of the ship itself is powerful of
course, and much of the first series seems to be a treatment of themes
relating to World War II.

Also, it had a terrific musical score.

Dan Parmenter

------------------------------

Date: 20 Nov 90 07:56:40 GMT
From: Yonderboy@cup.portal.com (Christopher Lee Russell)
Subject: Re: Star Blazers

Check-out the latest Animag (#10).  The main article in the mag is about
the history of Space Crusier Yamato..  I have not yet seen the series or
movies myself, but the time-lines given in the magazine do indeed indicate
that there were more stories after the Comet Empire deal.  The article
explains the how there are multiple overlapping timelines, and gives three
different possible time-lines.  If you want to know something more
specific let me know.

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Today's Topics:

	   Books - Attanasio & Card & Cook (4 msgs) & Heinlein &
                   Kay & McCaffrey (3 msgs) & Pratchett &
                   Steakley & Zelazny

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 27 Nov 90 18:33:19 GMT
From: eric@snark.thyrsus.com (Eric S. Raymond)
Subject: Review: The Last Legends of Earth

Title:     The Last Legends of Earth
By:        A. A. Attanasio
Publisher: Bantam Spectra (September 1990)
Format:    pb, 450pp
ISBN:      0-553-28601-3

   A. A. Attanasio's latest book, last of a loosely connected set called
the `Radix Tetrad', is a brilliant, epic novel that falls frustratingly
short of being an SF masterpiece.

   Two billion years after Sol went nova, an entity called the Rimstalker
builds a solar system and stocks it with the recreated humans and plants
and animals of the many eras of lost Earth. The eight bright worlds that
circle the sun-machine Lod and the seven twilight satellites of the black
hole Saor are webbed together by `lynks', hyperspatial transit tubes. The
whole is designed as bait for the zotl, spiderlike enemies of the
Rimstalker who feed on pain.  Against this weird background, baroque and
intricate human cultures rise and fall; individuals seek their various
destinies; and a few, a very few, seek to transcend the limits placed on
them by the conflicts of the gods.

   Sounds promising, right? And the writing is gorgeous, too. The trouble
with this novel is that Attanasio isn't an SF writer in the most important
sense - he lacks either the knowledge or the motivation necessary to make
his world internally consistent and logically convincing. What scientific
rationalization there is in the book is annoyingly superficial, and often
seems to be there more there for its word-poetry effect than because it's
structurally important.

   The results are a peculiarly jarring mixture of lyricism and transparent
doubletalk. We are told, for example, that the zotl feed on "pain
androgens" but, with no explanation of why such an advanced species doesn't
simply synthesize them in ton lots rather than going to the expense and
risk of preying on other sentients. The Rimstalker's homeworld is
represented as a ribbon-shaped `range' just outside a black-hole remnant of
the primordial monobloc, existing in a higher energy regime that unifies
the four fources into `magravity', and yet we are told that the Rimstalker
grew up on a farm and is roughly humanoid (down to such details as having
fingers!). And these are just two of the more glaring bloopers!

   Attanasio has a fine mythopoeic imagination, all right, but what he's
done is lousy SF. What's frustrating is that the problems could have been
fixed with only minor changes to the real matter of the novel and no
lessening of its good qualities. With a close critical reading by a
hard-SF-oriented author or editor before publication and a little
flexibility on the author's part, this could have been a major work
comparable in many ways to Dan Simmons's Hugo-winning _Hyperion_, or James
Morrows's _The_Continent_Of_Lies_, or David Zindell's _Neverness_.

   As it is, the result is irritatingly flawed from any genre fan's point
of view. The scientifically ignorant will love it, though, and it might be
a good book to hand those humanities types who've been told SF is all
formulaic, badly written crap.

   Finally, I must say that even though Attanasio bears authorial
responsibility and thus the primary fault, I think some editor at Bantam
deserves a serious rebuke for not having arranged the "reality check" this
book needed. Sloppy science may not be worth the effort to see corrected in
a book that's another novel full of genre yardage but, this one could have
been so much more for so little effort.

------------------------------

Date: 27 Nov 90 12:53:00 GMT
From: J_DELANO@unhh.bitnet
Subject: OSC request

   I read a short story by Orson Scott Card (well, half a short story)
about this girl who had no arms or legs, whose parents were both dead, and
who had fallen in love with the social worker who came to see her.  Oh,
yeah, her mind was also being taken over by this disembodied alien race.
   I only read half of it, which is why I want to find it.  It was in an
OMNI collection of their best fiction.  _Johnny Mnemonic_ was in the same
book, so I'll guess around 1984.  Any help?

------------------------------

Date: 26 Nov 90 22:42:11 GMT
From: dlow@hpspcoi.hp.com (Danny Low)
Subject: Re: Re: Glen Cook

Steve L Vissage II writes:
>I've also read all the Garrett novels, and "The Tower of Fear".  I've
>liked everything, the Black Company being best, except for "The Silver
>Spike".  Are the Dread Empire novels as good as the rest of his stuff?

The Dread Empire stories are among Cook's earliest works and show it when
you compare them to his current stuff. Cook in the beginning was heavily
influenced by the dark fantasy works of Karl Edward Wagner.  The Dread
Empire books are dreary dismal stories.

Danny Low
HP CPCD
dlow%hpspcoi@hplabs.hp.com
...!hplabs!hpspcoi!dlow 

------------------------------

Date: 27 Nov 90 21:06:33 GMT
From: HEROY@lsuvm.bitnet (Paul Heroy)
Subject: Glen Cook

Steve Vissage asked a couple of questions about Glen Cook's Black Company
series. Ah, another enthusiast who can't wait for Glittering Stone (to be
the last book of the series?)! The last thing I heard was that he had
written about the first third of GS, but didn't like it and started over.
Given his commitments to other books, supposedly it'll consequently take
him through next year to write, with publication not expected until mid-92
at best. I hope I hope I hope this is a worst case pessimistic report, but
I'm prepared for the worst.

In reference to Croaker's name, I've read all 6 books twice, and I don't
remember any explanation given. Gregg Permentier commented that given the
state of medicine and the society he was in, it was probably due to his
duties as a doctor. I'd agree that this is a possibility. I'm sure lots of
men died and Croaker was there to see them to the end, so even though his
medicinal skills (and especially the discipline he enforced on the troops)
were great for his time, it must at times have seemed he was somewhat
responsible for deaths. (And given the black humor often displayed in the
books, probably teased about it, even though we only get so see the teasing
about Lady.)

Another possibility I see comes from his function as Annalist and
historian.  He often reads tales from the Company's history to the men.
Maybe "Croaker" is a reference to that; 'always croaking on about the
glorious days when...'  - that sort of thing. Or maybe after reading loudly
(which he surely must need to do in order to reach all the men) his voice
is weakened and harsh and his speech sounds like 'croaking.'

Does anyone know of any short stories Cook has written that are related to
the Black Company world? I know that a story called Raven appeared
somewhere which was basically the 2nd chapter of the 1st book, but that's
all. I've never actually seen even that.

Paul Heroy
Louisiana State University
BITNET: HEROY@LSUVM
Internet: heroy@lsuvm.sncc.lsu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 28 Nov 90 03:01:32 GMT
From: scs@lokkur.dexter.mi.us (Steve Simmons)
Subject: Re: Glen Cook

dlow@hpspcoi.HP.COM (Danny Low) writes:
>>Are the Dread Empire novels as good as the rest of his stuff?
>
>The Dread Empire stories are among Cook's earliest works and show it when
>you compare them to his current stuff. Cook in the beginning was heavily
>influenced by the dark fantasy works of Karl Edward Wagner.  The Dread
>Empire books are dreary dismal stories.

I beg to differ.  While Cook certainly has changed as a writer, I feel it
has been to the detriment of most of his characters.  In the initial Dread
Empire books some folks improved over time, some went downhill.  Virtue did
not always triumph, but neither did evil.  Victory always had a price, and
todays hero might be tomorrows goat - or corpse.

Now he's got characters who don't seem to age (Croaker must be pushing
60, ditto Bragi Ragnarson, and they're out fighting in the lists like
kids?  With only a few gray hairs to show for it?  Come on.), mostly
stock s&s situations, etc.  With the exception of the first three Black
Company books, he's slowly gotten more and more predictable.  Don't get
me wrong, I still pick up whatever he writes.  But now it's just light
entertainment, not anything substantial.

------------------------------

Date: 27 Nov 90 22:18:54 GMT
From: Dave@avignon.gbdt.oz (Dave Moore)
Subject: Glen Cook

The dread empire is (IMHO) better overall than the black company books, but
is variable. The two "prequel" books (The fire in his hands, and With mercy
toward none) are slightly less polished.  Of the main three books (A shadow
of All Night Falling, Octobers Baby, and All Darkness Met) I've only read
the last two, and would easily call them some of Cooks best works.  The two
sequels (Reap the East Wind, and An Ill Fates Marshalling) are quite good
but overlap a lot, even though the viewpoints are very different.

Of his very early stuff, Swordbearer is not up to the regular standards and
reads a lot like "Cook writes Moorcock" (The plot line is VERY similar to
Moorcocks Elric books), but is interesting from the viewpoint that a lot of
the ideas in it are early glimpses of things that later appear in both the
black company and Dread empire.

My personal favorites have to be his science fiction stuff.  This consists
of the Starfishers series (Shadowline, Starfishers, Stars end, and Passage
at arms which is a standalone book set much earlier than the main line),
The Dragon Never Sleeps (one of his BEST books which fairly cries out for a
sequel!), and A Matter of Time (a short but interesting time travel story).

Now the bad part.  Finding any of this stuff..  Most of Cooks works seem to
be out of print for one reason or another, so you really have to dig to
find it.

I've been told that the next thing from Cook will be another Garret book
(due for release about mid next year), and that Glittering Stone isn't due
till late next year.  These dates are only guidelines, your time-line may
vary.

Apparently Mr. Cook runs a book shop in Seattle (despite what the cover
blurb for the Garret books may claim), so pointing questions down that end
of the world may turn up some of his stuff.

Dave Moore
Dave@avignon.gbdt.oz

------------------------------

Date: 27 Nov 90 15:24:15 GMT
From: abl@dart.ece.cmu.edu (Antonio Leal)
Subject: Heinlein's Grumbles out in paperback

Grumbles from the Grave (Heinlein letters, edited by Virginia Heinlein), is
out in paperback, and in force.  Considering that the photos of people and
covers come out rather fuzzy on the cheap paper, you might want to try to
get the hardcover, at discount, instead.

An interesting read, for the glimpses into the working conditions and
mindset of Heinlein and his times.  The man's lucidity is impressive: the
excerpt of his 1942 letter to John Campbell (pp.37 ff.), dealing with
indoctrination, is chilling.  That letter also disclaims any capacity of a
Navy officer to be an advertising man, but Heinlein wasn't a Navy officer
anymore, and, boy, did he sell us a line!  I, for one, am glad of having
bought from him.

Antonio B. Leal
Dept. of Electrical and Computer Engineering
Carnegie Mellon University
Pittsburgh, PA. 15213   U.S.A.
[412] 268-2937
abl@ece.cmu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 25 Nov 90 13:36:42 GMT
From: bsu-cs!bsu-ucs!00spschiefer@iuvax.cs.indiana.edu
Subject: Has anyone heard of this Guy??????

Has anybody out there read any works from Guy Gavriel Kay??

He has a wonderful trilogy out:

The Summer Tree
The Wandering Fire
The Longest Road

I highly recommend it!!  I have read it 4 times as of yet!!!

------------------------------

Date: 27 Nov 90 13:27:58 GMT
From: netcom!aahz@claris.com (Dan Bernstein)
Subject: Re: Anne Mccaffrey

GGGALA%WMVM1@VTVM2.CC.VT.EDU (Lestat) writes:
>There are a few problems with the Dragonlover's Guide to Pern.  On page
>35, the proportions are wrong.  The dragon can not be that big and match
>the dragons from the stories.

That's what you think.  Even Ruth is larger than a VW Bug.  Bronze dragons
*are* that big.  Oh, and BTW, Anne McCaffrey approved _The Dragonlover's
Guide to Pern_, and gave Jody Lynn Nye lots of help, which is why Anne's
name is on the cover.

------------------------------

Date: 27 Nov 90 21:06:28 GMT
From: dean@ns.network.com (Dean C. Gahlon)
Subject: Re: McCaffrey again

PAKLAA01%ULKYVM@PUCC.PRINCETON.EDU (Paige Klaas) writes:
>While looking through the library's copy of _The Rowan_ (which I still
>have not read), I noticed on the "other books by A.M." list several books
>that I did not recognize and that were supposedly SF/F.  I was wondering
>if anyone had any info on the following: 
>   Out of this World Cookbook

Actually called _Cooking Out Of This World_; it's the favorite recipes
(some real, some not) of various SF authors.  Very hard to find.

>   A Time When

This was published by NESFA some years back.  It's a chapter or two out of
(the then unpublished) _White Dragon_.

>   The Girl Who Heard Dragons (this sounds like a short story about 
>      Aramina?)

I don't have any information about this.

>   Pegasus in Flight  (I think I saw this in the store.  Another
>      enlargement of a short story?)

As at least one review here has said, this is a sequel (a hundred years or
so later) to _To Ride Pegasus_.

Dean C. Gahlon
dean@ns.network.com

------------------------------

Date: 27 Nov 90 22:58:03 GMT
From: aboisvert@amherst.bitnet
Subject: Re: Ann McCaffery

Cathy writes:
> Does anyone know if Macaffrey is going to publish a sequel to Dragonsdawn
> or Renegades?

One last Pern novel has been promised - _All the Weyrs of Pern_, and my
guess is that it will be a sequel to BOTH novels, being set in the present
pass, but with further information on the first pass provided by the AVIS.
Seems like it would be a good way to end up the whole series, continuing in
the vein of Renegades of Pern, but it is purely conjecture on my part.

Tony

------------------------------

Date: 27 Nov 90 12:58:48 GMT
From: s35250f@kaira.hut.fi (frankie)
Subject: Re: Pratchett's Discworld series, a summary

browns@iccgcc.decnet.ab.com (Stan Brown) writes:
>_Strata_ is not a Discworld Series novel, though it does take place on a
>disc-shaped world.

What about _The Dark Side of the Sun_ then? I haven't read it yet, but I
understand it is placed, like _Strata_, on a discworld.  Or have I been led
astray?

Frankie
frankie@otax.tky.hut.fi
s35250f@kaira.hut.fi

------------------------------

Date: 27 Nov 90 09:07:32 GMT
From: tucker@tahoe.unr.edu (Aaron Tucker)
Subject: Vampires$  by John Steakley

Vampires$, the newest (and second?) novel by John Steakley came out in
trade paperback a couple weeks ago, and although I usually hate trades, I
couldn't wait for a paperback release.  First, it was a great book; I
really enjoyed it.  Of course, I also enjoyed his first novel, "Armor".

One thing before the spoilers: The two main characters in this book have
the same names as the two in the novel, "Armor" : Jack Crow, and Felix.
(Felix was the guy in the armor, and Jack the guy who relived all of
Felix's experiences).  Inside the first page of the new book, there is an
author's note: "There is no other Felix, and no other Jack Crow."  Weird.
Any ideas for this, and the use of the same names?

Light Spoilers below.

This is a modern day fantasy about vampire hunters.  Of course, no paper
will print their story, since no one wants to believe them.  No biggie, but
they ARE sanctioned by the Church (Catholic at that).

The vampires in this novel, are pure evil, but that doesn't make our heroes
pure good.  They're people, doing a job that they know will eventually kill
them.

And how they kill them is good: blow up the building the vampires are in,
(at high noon) and harpoon them, then drag them out in the sunlight where
they burst into flames, etc.  Of course the vampires catch on, and
tactics change from time to time.

The only small problem I had with the novel, is the the last battle with
one of the "masters."  He died too easily, and for the first time, it was a
bit unrealistic.  It was explained of course, but its just a minor itch
with me.

IMHO, this is one of the best books of the year.

------------------------------

Date: 28 Nov 90 04:05:00 GMT
From: MJENKIN@opie.bgsu.edu
Subject: Typos in _Knight of Shadows_

     I didn't notice any significant typos in the paperback version.  But I
have noticed significant typo problems in some of the other Amber books.
For instance, in one of the earlier ones (either _Blood of Amber_ or _Sign
of Chaos_), one of Merlin's monologues mentions that his mother was Jasra
(which is flagrantly incorrect, of course).  One of my paperbacks of
Corwin's stories has a whole block of pages completely missing punctuation.
Rather annoying.  I rather suspect that "Dana" was simply a typo and not a
deliberate allusion but then, with all of the other allusions that RZ
throws into the Amber series, one can never be certain.  "The Guns of
Avalon", really!

Mark F. Jenkins
Bowling Green State University
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Today's Topics:

		 Films - Alien III & Predator II (11 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 26 Nov 90 12:41:19 GMT
From: whartonb@p4.cs.man.ac.uk
Subject: ALIEN III - The Plot Solidifies

It looks like my screenplay for Alien IV MAY have somewhere to live after
all.

The general consensus for further Alien installments was that there were
two main directions to go: Earth or the aliens' homeworld.

The producers, after shelving their intial "Glasnost"/THING scenario
(written by Gibson), went for Earth (possibly penned by Twotty), but that
was before Vincent Ward was brought in to direct. Ward convinced the
producers to ditch the Earth idea and use his own (by Fazano and Ferguson).

All Ward has been allowed to say is that the spaceship (Sulaco or Alien?)
crashes into a lake which is situated on top of a floating space monastery.

So the call for extras to play Monks was true.

Ward has therefore left his mark on the film although David Fincer now
directs. I'm sure the finished product will be a lot less mystical than
Ward had originally intended but the mix of the two directors' approaches
should be interesting.

Script-wise, it seems that Dan O'Bannon and Ronald Shusett (if they are
really involved) are re-writing Ward's original idea. Or rather have -
shooting starts Jan 17 1991.  Actually I better call on that and check
soon.

So for me the real problem is whether Sigourney Weaver wants to do a forth
film. Probably not *now*, but people change their minds, especially it
seems when you get a $4 million cut.

Ben Wharton
University of Manchester
JANET:  whartonb@uk.ac.man.cs.p4
INTERNET: whartonb%p4.cs.man.ac.uk@cunyvm.cuny.edu
BITNET/EARN:  whartonb%p4%cs.man.ac.uk@UKACRL.BITNET
UUCP: ...!uunet!cunyvm.cuny.edu!cs.man.ac.uk!p4!whartonb

------------------------------

Date: Wed, 11 Nov 90 08:00:52 EDT
From: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu (SF-LOVERS)
Subject: SPOILER WARNING

****WARNING****

The following messages feature a discussion of the new movie, "Predator
II."  Some of the material and comments presented in this discussion may
give away key elements of the plot of the movie.  Those of you that have
not yet seen the film, may want to skip these messages.

Saul Jaffe
Moderator SF-LOVERS Digest
sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu

------------------------------

Date: 23 Nov 90 04:19:50 GMT
From: miodeen@buddha.ncc.umn.edu (Mike Odeen)
Subject: Predator II

Even thoough I was only mildly impressed with the original Predator, the
idea of turning one loose in L.A. was interesting enough to make me want to
see Predator II.  The following is more random thoughts than a full blown
review. No spoilers.

No matter how many weaknesses, inacuracies, and stupidities, I could find
in this movie, I still enjoyed it, and recommend seeing, unless sitting
through two hours of automatic gun fire doesn't appeal to you.  The volume
at my theater must have been jacked to the max so the gun shots were
tiring.

Predator II takes place in L.A. during a heat wave (I'm told Predators like
the heat).  At the same time there is an increase in violence between rival
drug gangs and the police.  Danny Glover, cop-hero, runs into some
particularily nasty and unexplainable killings while trying to shoot down a
few drug dealers himself.  Of course, we all know who the culprit is.
The movie opens with a nearly artistic view of L.A. in infra-red.

It's hard for me to pin down exactly why I liked the movie, the plot was
mainly a vehicle for the violence (did I mention that there is a lot of
violence in this movie?).  Characterization was about as cliched as in the
original movie, bad-assed cops, freaky drug dealers (most of whom were
either black or hispanic; come on guys, nice stereo-typing) a few dopey
victims, one Bernie Goetz whose inclusion was amusing.  And the story had a
fair number of holes in it.
	
Never-the-less, I liked it.  Cinimatography was good, a lot of interesting
camera angles.  The editing seemed pretty slick, giving the movie a fast
pace that held my interest in all but one spot near the end.  And the
ending was surprising (well, I was surprised) enough to redeem most of
Predator II's failings.

BTW, there is a not too subtle reference to another xenophobe, perhaps
laying groundwork for a future sequel or tie in.

Michael J. Odeen
miodeen@buddha.ncc.umn.edu

------------------------------

Date: 25 Nov 90 02:41:10 GMT
From: 6600kntp@ucsbuxa.ucsb.edu (Kent Perrier)
Subject: Re: Predator II

I just saw Predator 2 this weekend also and I thought that it was pretty
good also.  I though that the alien skull in the trophy room was pretty
neat.  It gave us an idea how muck of a badass a Predator is.

Oh, and how about the none too subtle forshadowing of another sequel (it
was about as subtle as a baseball bat over the head!)

I thought Danny Glover was pretty good and Gary Bussey did a good job of
playing and asshole(like he usually does).

Kent Perrier
6600kntp@ucsbuxa.ucsb.edu

------------------------------

Date: 26 Nov 90 15:41:47 GMT
From: mok@pawl.rpi.edu (... Mok)
Subject: Re: Predator II

miodeen@buddha.ncc.umn.edu (Mike Odeen) writes:
>No matter how many weaknesses, inacuracies, and stupidities, I could find
>in this movie, I still enjoyed it, and recommend seeing, unless sitting
>through two hours of automatic gun fire doesn't appeal to you.  The volume
>at my theater must have been jacked to the max so the gun shots were
>tiring.

The vplume at my theatre is more reasonable. The violence was all well done
except for that interminable sequence on the subway where they showed you
random flashes of nothing significant for a few minutes. That was just out
and out boring. It was however the only boring part of the movie.

As for stupidities, the only one I had a problem with is that LA was very
hard to tell from a war zone. Seriously! There was more shooting in the
streets than in Beruit. And the drug deelers seemed to be of the mentality
that a get-away is unimportant. After al, they can simply kill every cop in
the city (I kept waiting for martial law to be declared!)

Outside of this everyone acts intelligintly (though Glover *did* get a
little lucky toward the end). Even the GOVERNENT acts intelligently.  They
set up a VERY competent operation even if they *did* try to cut Glover out
of the loop. I can't blame them, after all, they didn't know that Glover
was the star of the movie.

>It's hard for me to pin down exactly why I liked the movie, the plot was
>mainly a vehicle for the violence (did I mention that there is a lot of
>violence in this movie).  Characterization was about as cliched as in the
>original movie, bad-assed cops, freaky drug dealers (most of whom were
>either black or hispanic, come on guys, nice stereo-typing) a few dopey
>victims, one Bernie Goetz whose inclusion was amusing.  And the story had
>a fair number of holes in it.

Of course the best thing abot the Predator is that he was on the planet for
the express purpose of violence so nothing else was needed except to stop
him. The *perfect* movie villian.

>Never-the-less, I liked it.  Cinimatography was good, a lot of interesting
>camera angles.  The editing seemed pretty slick, giving the movie a fast
>pace that held my interest in all but one spot near the end.  And the
>ending was surprising (well, I was surprised) enough to redeem most of
>Predator II's failings.
>
>BTW, there is a not too subtle reference to another xenophobe, perhaps
>laying groundwork for a future sequel or tie in.

I think I know what you mean, but xenophobe is perhaps the wrong word. *I*
though it was BRILLIANT the way they slipped it in! The entire movie was
full of touches like that. For instance the beginning of the subway scene
was EXACTLY what should happen in a city with this much violence. And then
there was the really *cool* high tech/primitive hunting gear the Predator
used. (He'd probably use better weaponry if he was fighting a more advanced
foe. What he *did* use was the perfect crude high tech.) And many more
beautiful touches. This was truly EXCELLENT! They actually put *thought*
into the making of a sequel. I was amazed!

mok@pawl.rpi.edu

------------------------------

Date: 26 Nov 90 18:46:38 GMT
From: lazarus@ug.cs.dal.ca (Chuck Turner)
Subject: Predator II:  call me picky but...

This movie was incredible.  It's hard to say which of the two I liked
better, because they are so different.  But I did find some things a little
strange, and (call me a nit-picker) they bothered me.

1.  Where was the army in LA?  This was definitely a situation requiring
    the reserves or something.  Of course, they might all be over in the
    Gulf still.

2.  We never got an explanation as to why it was so simple for Glover to
    meet with King Willy.  Are they drinkin' buddies or something?

3.  How can a chain reaction be stopped by merely destroying the
    mechanism?

4.  Why was Glover afraid of heights when looking over the edge at the
    Scorpion member, and when looking down the elevator shaft, but not when
    he climbed down the drain pipe?

5.  If the Predators can't see our visible spectrum, why bother with the
    neat little lights on the disc?

6.  Why does the Predator's ship still look like Boba Fett's little
    runabout?

Okay, so call me picky.  These are minor points that don't detract from the
movie, and some of them may be because I missed something while my
girlfriend was screaming at me.  Who knows?  Anyway, I also thought there
was too much needless profanity.

Chuck

------------------------------

Date: 26 Nov 90 22:31:39 GMT
From: awessels@ccwf.cc.utexas.edu (Allen Wessels)
Subject: Re: Predator II:  call me picky but...

lazarus@ug.cs.dal.ca (Chuck Turner) writes:

>2.  We never got an explanation as to why it was so simple for Glover to
>    meet with King Willy.  Are they drinkin' buddies or something?

That was the major function of Maria (Conchita Alonzo or whatever)'s
character.  (At least, I thought that was what Glover asked her to do.)

>3.  How can a chain reaction be stopped by merely destroying the
>3.  mechanism?

Presumably the timer was destroyed.  Strange that the Predators didn't have
a fail-safe mechanism that would explode if the bomb was damaged, but you
can probably interpret the bomb's function in one of several ways.  Off the
top of my head, you could figure that the bomb is to keep tech out of the
hands of the prey, or it could simply be a way of taking the prey with you
if it turns out to be formidable.

>4.  Why was Glover afraid of heights when looking over the edge at the
>    Scorpion member, and when looking down the elevator shaft, but not
>    when he climbed down the drain pipe?

Ooooh, character development.

>5.  If the Predators can't see our visible spectrum, why bother with the
>    neat little lights on the disc?

Why do soldiers use I/R scopes?  I think the point was that humans aren't
the only sentients that use tools well.  (Hmm, it occurs to me that you are
referring to the "boomerang disc".)  I'd guess either the light is a by-
product of the mechanism's primary function, or just a fancy display for
the benefit of the "prey".  That would depend, I guess, on how much the
Predator should know about humans.

>was screaming at me.  Who knows?  Anyway, I also thought there was too
>much needless profanity.

Kind of helps you generate sympathy for the Predator, no?  (Except that
depending on your interpretation, the Predator uses profanity too.)

------------------------------

Date: 26 Nov 90 22:26:42 GMT
From: schmidea@clutx.clarkson.edu (The Jade Piper,,,)
Subject: Re: Predator II:  call me picky but...

lazarus@ug.cs.dal.ca (Chuck Turner):
> 3.  How can a chain reaction be stopped by merely destroying the
>     mechanicism?
	
   Perhaps the fuse needs a strong electrical charge which needs to be
built up in the mechanism to detonate the device.  Destroy the trigger
before the charge is delivered and the resulting explosion is stopped.

> 4.  Why was Glover afraid of heights when looking over the edge at the
>     Scorpion member, and when looking down the elevator shaft, but not
>     when he climbed down the drain pipe?

   You mean you didn't hear his cursing, whining, and praying?  Your ears
must have been still ringing from your girlfriend's last scream.

> 5.  If the Predators can't see our visible spectrum, why bother with the
>     neat little lights on the disc?

   Side effect of the energy field that allows the disk to cut through
anything.  Or the ports that said field is generated from.

> 6.  Why does the Predator's ship still look like Boba Fett's little
>     runabout? 

They got the model cheap from IL&M?  Did IL&M do the FX?

------------------------------

Date: 27 Nov 90 00:07:23 GMT
From: cs201141@woodstock.acslab.umbc.edu (cs201141)
Subject: Re: Predator II:  call me picky but...

schmidea@clutx.clarkson.edu writes:
>> 6.  Why does the Predator's ship still look like Boba Fett's little
>>     runabout?
>> 
>	They got the model cheap from IL&M?  Did IL&M do the FX?

   I think I can confirm this from something I read concerning STAR WARS:
Lucas told Industrial Light and Magic to tone down on their work load after
Predator II to make way for the next STAR WARS trilogy.

Joseph

------------------------------

Date: 27 Nov 90 03:40:20 GMT
From: miodeen@buddha.ncc.umn.edu (Mike Odeen)
Subject: Predator II Stupidities

As long as others have brought up some of the weaknesses in Predator II,
I'd like to voice a few of my own observations.

The Subway scene was the worst. Imagine a gunfight, in the dark, with a
strobe light, and change the point-of-view every 1/10th of a second.  This
must have lasted a few minutes, but I gave up on it after a few seconds.

The government agents acted anyway but intelligently.  "We know it sees
naturally in infra-red..."  So they assume it sees only IR and plan
accordingly. Duh. I thought all along how weak it would be if it couldn't
see in other spectrums.  Their plan may have worked if they attacked it
with a few teams in a variety of spectrums.

Why did the Predator try his self distruct when it could have freed itself
anyway, and it was not mortally injured (well, maybe a little)?  Answer: It
was a stupid plot device that they had to use because they used it in th
first movie.

Oh well, I still liked the movie.

BTW, I would still like to know if the Predators are really fond of hot
places Like L.A. in a heat wave or, the jungles etc.?  And if they have
any aversion to the cold, like a slaughterhouse freezer?

Michael J. Odeen
miodeen@buddha.ncc.umn.edu

------------------------------

Date: 27 Nov 90 17:47:57 GMT
From: greg@hoss.unl.edu (Hammer T. H.)
Subject: Re: Predator II: call me picky but...

awessels@ccwf.cc.utexas.edu (Allen Wessels) writes:
>lazarus@ug.cs.dal.ca (Chuck Turner) writes:
>>3.  How can a chain reaction be stopped by merely destroying the
>>    mechanism?
>
>Presumably the timer was destroyed.  Strange that the Predators didn't
>have a fail-safe mechanism that would explode if the bomb was damaged, but
>you can probably interpret the bomb's function in one of several ways.
>Off the top of my head, you could figure that the bomb is to keep tech out
>of the hands of the prey, or it could simply be a way of taking the prey
>with you if it turns out to be formidable.

Theory: Could the Predator's body be used as the fuel for the detonation?
Disconnect the bomb from it's timer, it doesn't go off.  In this case the
timer was the device on his arm, and the bomb was the Predator himself.

>>4.  Why was Glover afraid of heights when looking over the edge at the
>>    Scorpion member, and when looking down the elevator shaft, but not
>>    when he climbed down the drain pipe?

He was, he was.

>Kind of helps you generate sympathy for the Predator, no?  (Except that
>depending on your interpretation, the Predator uses profanity too.)

Sure surprised me when the Predator finished Glover's phrase!

greg@hoss.unl.edu

------------------------------

Date: 27 Nov 90 15:59:15 GMT
From: biar!trebor@uunet.uu.net (Robert J Woodhead)
Subject: Re: Predator II

In re Predator II, ok, sure the film had some holes in it (most of them 9
millimeter as far as I could tell!), but to give the writers some credit, I
for one was impressed by the characterisation of the Predator him/herself,
which was much better, or at least clearer, than in the first film.

In Predator I, the alien was just a bogeyman, but in II, he was a hunter;
he played his game by definite rules, and he only preyed upon armed
opponents.  The Predator didn't go after non-combatants, and, you may
recall, he spared Maria because she was pregnant.

Whatever else the aliens are, they are _honorable_.  This was a nice touch.

Robert J Woodhead
Biar Games, Inc.
...!uunet!biar!trebor
trebor@biar.UUCP

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

       Television - Battle of the Planets (3 msgs) & Star Blazers &
                    Robin of Sherwood (2 msgs) &
                    Flight of the Dragons (5 msgs) & Lost In Space

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 19 Nov 90 23:02:00 GMT
From: skyler@buhub.uucp
Subject: HOLY CLIFFHANGERS MAN!

Think you can help me out?

Some people I have talked to have been wondering, in the seventies series,
BATTLE OF THE PLANETS, how did the 2 part episode about the 'flowers of
Death' from Spectra end?  This was the one where the flowers came from
space, grew into monsters in the rain and one swallowed Princess.  In a
last ditch effort to destroy them, g-force poured gas all over them and lit
them on fire.  unfortunately Princess was still inside and, er, uh, well,
it didn't work and the flowers spread even more.

That was our cliffhanger.  How'd it end?

If you respond, please tell it as the episode synopsis.  Make it really
dramatic and don't reveal everything at once.

Thanks.

skyler.buhub@bradley

------------------------------

Date: 27 Nov 90 15:58:54 GMT
From: d546640s@edinboro.edu (Living on the battle line)
Subject: Battle of The Planets

I was wondering if anyone knows where I can see an old favorite "spaceage"
cartoon of mine. I live in The Erie Pa. area, and none of the stations in
the area carry it. Not even the cable channels that we get.

The title of the series is "Battle of the Planets" with the Group of
"superheroes" known as G-force and their Fiery Phoenix.  I used to watch it
constantly when I was younger (on WTBS in Atlanta) but then they took it
off, and I haven't seen it since.  Is it still in syndication???  Maybe in
the Harrisburg PA area???  I don't know. I just miss it.

BTW, does anybody know what the original title of it was in Japan, where it
was produced??? My best friend, who happens to be 1/2 Japanese, says that
it went by a different title there, but he can't recall it off hand.

Thanks.

David J. Stayduhar
D546640S@Edinboro.Edu 

------------------------------

Date: 27 Nov 90 22:46:45 GMT
From: dan@ai.mit.edu
Subject: Re: Battle of The Planets

d546640s@edinboro.EDU writes:
>BTW, does anybody know what the original title of it was in Japan,where it
>was produced??? My best friend, who happens to be 1/2 Japanese, says that
>it went by a different title there, but he can't recall it off hand.

Original title: 

Science Ninja Team Gatchaman

Producer: Tatsunoko Studios (great outfit - also did Speed Racer)

Significant Changes for American Audience: 

Addition of 7-Zark-7, annoying robot commentator whose sole purpose was to
fill in places that were too violent in the original.  Zoltar was
originally a hermaphrodite (unusual and taboo sexuality are favorite themes
in Japanimation and comics). The adventures were mostly earthbouond in
Gatchaman, the BotP version simply stated that things took place on
different worlds.

In spite of the general horridness of the American version, much of the
charm and excitement of the original shone through.  The animation was
better for its time than many other shows from its time, and the
combination of superheroics, soap-opera, giant monsters and robots made it
almost a Marvel Comics of TV animation.  Great fun.  If you ever get a
chance, check out the Japanese version (but don't ask me for it or where to
get it, I've virtually severed my ties with Japanimation fandom).

Dan Parmenter

------------------------------

Date: 27 Nov 90 20:03:00 GMT
From: J_DELANO@unhh.bitnet
Subject: Star Blazers

   Does anyone out there know the original Japanese names of the
characters?  I heard that Deslok's real name was Delusar; how about the
rest, like:
      The original title (Starcruiser Yamato)
      Wildstar
      Nova
      Venture
      Capt. Avatar
      Dr. Sane
      Sparks
      What was that engineers name?
      Homer
      Conroy
      IQ 9
      etc.

------------------------------

Date: 19 Nov 90 12:10:44 GMT
From: hp4nl!dutrun!duteca!wolff@mcsun.eu.net (Roger Wolff)
Subject: Robin of Sherwood TV series & Celtic(?) mythology.

Hello world!

At this moment the 1984 British Robin Hood TV series "Robin of Sherwood" is
being screened here in Holland (yes I know, somebody once said in Holland
everything happens 50 years later :-( ) and I *LOVE* it. I think it's the
best Robin Hood series I've ever seen, with all the mystical elements in
it.  My apologies if this has been asked before or if this is the wrong
newsgroup (send flames to dev/null, I'm new to readnews), but I have a few
questions and I hope somebody out there can help me:

1. Could someone tell me more about Herne the Hunter, Lord of the Trees? Is
   he a "real" (forest?) god in some old religion (Celtic?) or is he just a
   character invented for this series?

2. Could someone tell me more about the Silver Arrow (Herne's Arrow) and
   its meaning?

3. Could someone tell me more about Wayland the Smith and his Seven Swords?
   I have noticed that he also appears in Mary Stewart's "The Hollow Hills"
   (p.  249 and 260), where his name is spelled Weland and where he is the
   maker of King Arthur's sword Caliburn (Excalibur).

I have tried encyclopedias (including English) and such, but to no avail. I
have the impression that the mystical elements in "Robin of Sherwood" refer
to old English or Celtic mythology, but I may be wrong about that.
Literature references are also welcome, but please remember I live in
Holland.  One final question:

4. I believe there exist a book after the series "Robin of Sherwood". Could
   someone please give me the title, author, publisher and ISBN, so I can
   order it?

Any news about "Robin of Sherwood" is welcome. If this is of no interest to
this newsgroup, please e-mail me the responses.

Thanks in advance for any help!

Tirza van Rijn
Department of Electrical Engineering 
Delft University of Technology       
Delft, The Netherlands               
tirza@dutepp1.et.tudelft.nl

------------------------------

Date: 23 Nov 90 17:51:03 GMT
From: cpshelley@violet.uwaterloo.ca (cameron shelley)
Subject: Re: Robin of Sherwood TV series & Celtic(?) mythology.

tirza@dutepp1.et.tudelft.nl writes:
>At this moment the 1984 British Robin Hood TV series "Robin of Sherwood"
>is being screened here in Holland (yes I know, somebody once said in
>Holland everything happens 50 years later :-( ) and I *LOVE* it. I think
>it's the best Robin Hood series I've ever seen, with all the mystical
>elements in it.  My apologies if this has been asked before or if this is
>the wrong newsgroup (send flames to dev/null, I'm new to readnews), but I
>have a few questions and I hope somebody out there can help me:
>
>1. Could someone tell me more about Herne the Hunter, Lord of the Trees?
>   Is he a "real" (forest?) god in some old religion (Celtic?) or is he
>   just a character invented for this series?

I don't think I've seen that series, but I could take a stab at "Herne"
anyway.  There was a celtic god Kerunnos (sp?) who is depicted on the
Gundestrop cauldron with antlers and seems to have had associations
especially with hunting and the moon.  (Interestingly as I recall, the god
is represented as female on the cauldron but, I don't think that's too
major!)  The name Herne would be a plausible germanic cognate.  The name
could also easily be associated with bounty since is likely related to
"corn" (which used to refer to almost any edible cereal crop) and
"cornucopia".  No doubt the character "Herne" in the series, if he is based
on Kerunnos, has been embellished and altered to suit the writers purposes.
No doubt it would augment Robin's own legendary status.

>2. Could someone tell me more about the Silver Arrow (Herne's Arrow) and
>   its meaning?

Following my guess above, a silver arrow might well be associated with
Kerunnos in his 'moon god' aspect (cf. Artemis in classical greek
mythology).  Silver as a colour and a metal is almost always related to the
moon; like werewolves who change during the full moon and must be killed
with a silver implement.  Silver is also (understandably) connected to
wealth but, not of the ostentatious kind represented by gold which so often
causes grief through greed.  How is the arrow used in the script?

>3. Could someone tell me more about Wayland the Smith and his Seven
>   Swords? I have noticed that he also appears in Mary Stewart's "The
>   Hollow Hills" (p.  249 and 260), where his name is spelled Weland and
>   where he is the maker of King Arthur's sword Caliburn (Excalibur).

There is a poem in old English (a fragment rather) and also a more complete
text in old Norse.  Weyland the Smith was apparently the 'patron' of the
smiths' "guild" among the Germanic peoples.  The most notable episode in
his story was after completing a most magnificent sword (?) for some king.
The king liked it so much that he decided to prevent Weyland from making
anything for anyone else by having him hamstrung and manacled to his forge,
where he was supposed to continue working for the king indefinitely.  The
king's daughter fell in love with Weyland (of course :) and helped him
escape with a set of elegant metal wings he forged.  He later had revenge
on the king by killing him with the sword he'd made.  There may be some
connection between this sword and the one Wodan gave Sigmund, I don't
remember offhand.  There are many different versions of this story in
legend so I may well have mixed up some details but this is the gist of
what 'happened'.  Anyway, this is definitely from Germanic myth.

Cameron Shelley
Davis Centre Rm 2136
(519) 885-1211 x3390
cpshelley@violet.waterloo.edu

------------------------------

Date: 15 Nov 90 16:10:01 GMT
From: kc2w+@andrew.cmu.edu (Kevin J. Chen)
Subject: Animated Fantasy -- title request

At least five or six years ago on television, there was an animated
special, apparently something in the fantasy genre.  I remember only two
scenes: one was the climactic ending battle scene, in which a young boy
fought (single-handedly) a large, multi-headed creature (which I assume to
be dragon or hydra).  Basically, the boy fought the creature with science;
he called out the names of various sciences, and each time, one of the
dragon's heads exploded.  The other scene involved a young girl with long
blonde hair lying in bed.  She was a psychic of some sort, and made the
decision to go live with the boy who had battled the dragon in the "real"
world, where her powers wouldn't work.  At the time, the animation seemed
very good.  I would like to see this show again, or at least, read the book
it was based on.  Anyone have any ideas on this one??

Kevin
kc2w+@andrew.cmu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 15 Nov 90 23:15:35 GMT
From: nchua@alcor.usc.edu (Nathan C Chua)
Subject: Re: Animated Fantasy -- title request

   The title of the movie is FLIGHT OF DRAGONS.  I know that the voice of
the lead character was done by John Ritter.  It was, I believe, a
Rankin-Bass Production.

Nathan C. Chua
1002 N. Edgemont St. #9
Hollywood, CA 90029
nchua@alcor.usc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 16 Nov 90 14:22:37 GMT
From: djwat@hpqtdla.sqf.hp.com (Dave Watson)
Subject: Re: Animated Fantasy -- title request

 The story was called "Flight of Dragons". It's been shown on at least 2
occasions on T.V. in the U.K.  It is based I believe on the book:

  The Dragon and The George  by Gordon R. Dickson.

Dave Watson
HP Queensferry Telecomms Division
South Queensferry
West Lothian
Scotland

------------------------------

Date: 24 Nov 90 20:58:53 GMT
From: csusac!potter@csufres.csufresno.edu (Carl Kolchak)
Subject: Dave Watson / Animated Fantasy -- title request

djwat@hpqtdla.sqf.hp.com (Dave Watson) writes:
>  The story was called "Flight of Dragons". It's been shown on at least 2
> occasions on T.V. in the U.K.  It is based I believe on the book:
> 
>   The Dragon and The George  by Gordon R. Dickson.

   Not exactly right.  Although, sadly, partly true.  Explanation:
 
   "THE FLIGHT OF DRAGONS" was a coffee-table book, one of those things
with lots of color pictures and a batch of vaguely-researched booshwah and
textual maunderings that shows up occasionally; there have been others, for
example "GNOMES," of the same ilk.  Some are amusing, some are good reading
and good artistry, and "THE FLIGHT OF DRAGONS" was pretty putrid in all
areas; no plot, no characters, just a compendium of invented trivia and
sloppy research and reasoning.  Shoddy artwork.

NOTE: "THE FLIGHT OF DRAGONS" was *not* written by Gordon R. Dickson.

   A board-game company put together a related RPG (Role-Playing Game, if
you don't have much of that sort of involuted insanity over there in
Scotland) and apparently decided to get involved with putting on an hour or
so of prime-time cartoon to publicize the new RPG.

   Since there wasn't enough real material in the book to support a decent
story (actually, there wasn't enough material in the book to support a
milkweed seed with dew on it!) they started shopping around for something
else they could squeeze for material to botch into the script.

   Comments in this paragraph are hearsay, and should not be repeated as
fact without verification.  I've been TOLD that Gordy Dickson's agent had
sold a movie option on the "THE DRAGON AND THE GEORGE," believing they
still had some script control and that it had a chance to be a movie with
people and a story somewhat similar to the one Dickson had told and that
the first Dickson knew of the TV show was when people rang him up about it.
As I've said, this is hearsay, and shouldn't be repeated as fact.

   However, the incredibly scurrilous mis-use of Dickson's tight, clean,
plotwork, his excellent characters, and his GOOD story, with its highly
professional internal consistency as a source of ideas and characters which
were just sort of chopped out and pasted, crazy-quilt fashion, over the top
of an exercise in nonsensical mediocrity, leads me to believe the story is
true.

   I highly recommend "THE DRAGON AND THE GEORGE."  It's a very good
fantasy novel, and would have made a topnotch movie, if done with respect.
It's the kind of book that cries out to be made into a movie, if the right
folks work on it.
 
    But the folks who did the TV show splashed "THE FLIGHT OF DRAGONS"
title all over the show, along with the name of ITS author, performed an
excessively scabrous demolition of what little of Dickson's work they tried
to use, and then gave him a small "additional material" credit in the END
CREDITS.

   In other words,
      (A) this isn't a good piece of work, it's a forbulating 
          COMMERCIAL,  and I'm sorry the BBC is so desperate for
          material they shoved it in your face twice;
    and (B) saying it's based on "THE DRAGON AND THE GEORGE" is
          only a bit true. 
 
    I suspect that once you've read "THE DRAGON AND THE GEORGE," you'll
also be a tad torqued off at the folks who had the rights to it, and COULD
have made something worth watching, instead of a prime-time ad for a loser
of a board game; but at least you have a nice reading treat ahead of you.
It's a book worth the trouble of finding.

------------------------------

Date: 25 Nov 90 23:48:21 GMT
From: drwho@wpi.wpi.edu (Eric Ant Von Laudermann)
Subject: Re: Dave Watson / Animated Fantasy -- title request

>   "THE FLIGHT OF DRAGONS" was a coffee-table book, one of those things
>with lots of color pictures and a batch of vaguely-researched booshwah and
>textual maunderings that shows up occasionally; there have been others,
>for example "GNOMES," of the same ilk.  Some are amusing, some are good
>reading and good artistry, and "THE FLIGHT OF DRAGONS" was pretty putrid
>in all areas; no plot, no characters, just a compendium of invented trivia
>and sloppy research and reasoning.  Shoddy artwork.

Well, it's not supposed to be fiction.  It's an reasonable attempt to
rationally deduce how a dragon could possibly be able to fly, given the
laws of aerodynamics and the initial assumption that all the dragon legends
are true.  Along the way, it rationalizes all of the dragon's other
"magical" properties, showing that they all contribute to the flight
ability.  It's kind of a fun book, in a way; the type of thing I
contemplate when I get bored.  I haven't read it straight through, but I've
flipped through several times, and it's one of the few *interesting* books
at the WPI library.

E.V.L.
drwho@wpi.wpi.edu

------------------------------

Date: 27 Nov 90 17:28:36 GMT
From: nrb1585@dsacg3.dsac.dla.mil (Ouida N. Nash)
Subject: Lost In Space

Anybody out there going to the Lost in Space reunion?  I saw June Lockhart
and Jonathan Harris on CBS this morning.  She was in LA and he was in New
York, they were hooked up by satellite.

Well it seems the reunion is going to be in Boston, I don't remember the
hotel.  I believe they said it was this week-end - 1 DEC.

If any of you east coasters go, PLEASE post at your earliest convenience
IMMEDIATELY if not sooner!!!!!!

Thanks!!!!!!!!!!

Ouida Nash
DLA systems Automation Center
Columbus OH                  
(614)238-9465                

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	  Books - Anderson & Brust (2 msgs) & Cherryh (3 msgs) &
                  Cook (3 msgs) & Donaldson & Heinlein & 
                  McCaffrey (3 msgs) & Alternate Histories (2 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 28 Nov 90 06:06:13 GMT
From: boyajian@ruby.dec.com (Cisco's Buddy)
Subject: Re: P. Anderson & W. Shakespeare

jcr@MBUNIX.MITRE.ORG (Rogers) writes:
>Anderson wrote a very amusing book called _A Midsummer Tempest_, which is
>set in a 17th century England drawn from Shakespeare's plays. This
>includes the faeries and sprites from "A Midsummer Night's Dream" and also
>many of the less-well-known historical anachronisms that pop up in so many
>of his plays. [...]

What you forgot to mention was that much of the book is written in blank
verse.

>I seem to recall some discussion of parallel worlds in the book which
>served to tie it in (though loosely) with some of Anderson's other books,
>but the details escape me now.

There's a tavern in the book known as the Old Phoenix which is a nexus
where alternate worlds meet. Anderson's used it in only one other story
that I know of, but some of the clientele described in the scenes are
characters from various of his other novels, including Holger Danske from
THREE HEARTS AND THREE LIONS, whatsherface from OPERATION CHAOS, and Nick
Van Rijn from the Polestechnic History.

 --- jayembee (Jerry Boyajian)
UUCP:	...!decwrl!ruby.enet.dec.com!boyajian
ARPA:	boyajian%ruby.DEC@DECWRL.DEC.COM

------------------------------

Date: 28 Nov 90 07:00:00 GMT
From: microsoft!ericsa@beaver.cs.washington.edu (Eric Sassaman)
Subject: "Brokedown Palace" by Steven Brust - comments?

"Brokedown Palace", by Steven Brust

Has anyone read this book? Any comments? Would you recommend it? Give it an
overall rating on a 1-10 scale.

------------------------------

Date: 29 Nov 90 02:40:06 GMT
From: parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu
Subject: Re: "Brokedown Palace" by Steven Brust - comments?

ericsa@microsoft.UUCP (Eric Sassaman) writes:
> "Brokedown Palace", by Steven Brust
>
> Has anyone read this book? Any comments? Would you recommend it? Give it
> an overall rating on a 1-10 scale.

   I like your timing.  I finished reading it five hours before reading
your post.
   It took me a bit of time to get used to the way it's written.  But after
thirty pages or so, I had trouble putting it down.  It's kind of a hard one
to describe, since some aspects of it are a bit confusing.  I wasn't
expecting the style of writing given Brust's other work.  Since it was
discussed a few month's ago, I'm sure you'll hear more.  I'd definitely
recommend reading it, and right now I'd give it an 8.  For me though,
that's sometimes a problem.  My overall impression of a book often changes
within the first month after reading it.  As an example: after putting down
David Drake's _Birds of Prey_ I was kind of let down, but I've read it
twice since and have really enjoyed it both times.  The same was true for
_Green Eyes_ by Lucius Shepard.  As a counter example, even though I really
liked it at the time, I'll probably not read _Seventh Son_ again.

Gregg Parmentier
parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu

------------------------------

Date: 29 Nov 90 01:04:47 GMT
From: kuento@kuhub.cc.ukans.edu
Subject: How about CJ Cherryh?

Say, anyone out there know what CJ Cherryh's been up to since "Rimrunners"?
It was a slight letdown compared to the other Union/ Alliance universe
books, and I was wondering what was in the works.  For those of you
interested, this series of books - to my knowledge - consists of the
following:

Serpent's Reach - *very* tangential, but excellent
40,000 in Gehenna - fairly tangential, a bit slow and dense

Downbelow Station - WOW! One of my all-time favorite sf books!
Merchanter's Luck - a bit too heavy on the character study
Cyteen (also as a trilogy) - Yeah! More great stuff.
Rimrunners - along the lines of M's L; low on action

The Chanur series: The Pride of Chanur, Chanur's Venture, The Kif Strike
Back, and Chanur's Homecoming. Now *this* is a GREAT story!  I loved these
four, and *everything* else was put on hold until I was done reading the
last page (grinning from ear to ear). Truly memorable alien
characters, yes, indeed.

On the whole, 3 middling attempts out of 10 (and even those 3 are above
average for sf in general).  I can't think of another set of interrelated
sf books I've ever read, aside from Julian May's six Galactic Milieu-based
books, that have been as consistently excellent and enjoyable. That's why I
want more!

Agreements/disagreements? Other CJC lovers? Other CJC recommends (I've only
read the ones above, so far)?

Doug Yanega
Snow Museum
Univ. of KS
Lawrence, KS 66045
Bitnet: kuento@ukanvax

------------------------------

Date: 29 Nov 90 04:06:44 GMT
From: edwardlo@aludra.usc.edu (Edward Lopez)
Subject: Re: How about CJ Cherryh?

kuento@kuhub.cc.ukans.edu writes:
>Say, anyone out there know what CJ Cherryh's been up to since
>"Rimrunners"?

She's been writing some fantasy novels with a Russian setting.  _Rusalka_
and _Chernevog_, the second of which is brand new.  I haven't read 'em
myself.

I really liked her _The Dreamstone_ and _The Tree of Sword and Jewels_.
Last month's Interzone included the comment "if you must read Celtic
fantasy, then read these." The only other Cherryh I've read is most of
_Visible Light_, but I like her enough to look for more.  _Cyteen_'s on my
shelf, but I hadn't known it was part of a series. Thanks for the warning,
I prefer to read things in order.

edwardlo@aludra.usc.edu
usereaff@rpitsmts.bitnet        
zedb@mts.rpi.edu

------------------------------

Date: 29 Nov 90 06:50:29 GMT
From: rxcjm@minyos.xx.rmit.oz.au (John Mazzocchi)
Subject: Re: How about CJ Cherryh?

kuento@kuhub.cc.ukans.edu writes:
>Say, anyone out there know what CJ Cherryh's been up to since
>"Rimrunners"?

She's written "Rusalka" and "Chernevog".

>It was a slight letdown compared to the other Union/ Alliance universe
>books,

You're joking, I think it's possibly her best, next to "Merchanter's Luck"
and "Downbelow Station".

>Serpent's Reach - *very* tangential, but excellent

Agreed.

>Downbelow Station - WOW! One of my all-time favorite sf books!

Agreed.

>Merchanter's Luck - a bit too heavy on the character study

No way! This is what Cherryh excels in.

>Rimrunners - along the lines of M's L; low on action

I see a pattern forming here. Don't read the Morgaine books, you'll hate
them.

>Agreements/disagreements? Other CJC lovers? Other CJC recommends

Try "The Faded Sun" trilogy.

John Mazzocchi
Melbourne, Victoria
Australia
rxcjm@minyos.xx.rmit.oz.au

------------------------------

Date: 28 Nov 90 17:11:16 GMT
From: zellich@stl-07sima.army.mil (Rich Zellich)
Subject: Re: Glen Cook

Dave@avignon.gbdt.oz (Dave Moore) writes:
> Apparently Mr. Cook runs a book shop in Seattle (despite what the cover
> blurb for the Garret books may claim), so pointing questions down that
> end of the world may turn up some of his stuff.

Actually, Glen lives in the Shaw's Garden area on the south side of St.
Louis, Missouri.  Back-cover blurbs are suspect, since he doesn't like to
do bio's.  One blurb mentions his desire to get an electric guitar and
start a band with his sons, and is 100% bogus (he told the publisher to
make up whatever they wanted, and so they did).

If you pick up his police-procedural/time-travel novel (A Matter Of Time),
you'll be able to recognize the neighborhood described therein if you walk
around within 2-3 blocks of his house.

Glen *is* a bookseller, but primarily at cons.  He sells mostly used books,
but these days is carrying ever more new stuff.  He will sell books out of
his home but, since much of his stock is always packed for transport by van
to a con and therefore rather inaccessible, he doesn't really offer this as
a normal service.  If you are looking for *his* books, however, your best
bet may be to write him asking for them. He maintains the best stock he
can of his own books at all times.

On the Dread Empire books: Personally, I feel they're very good; partly
because of the sweeping saga that it all unfolds, involving interactions
among all the characters (some of them unknown by the characters
themselves) and events.  If you read all of them, it's better than reading
one or two. I *did* find his earlier books annoying for the first several
dozen pages, due to a short, choppy, sentence-structure style.  This may
have been due to his habit of thinking up a line of narrative or dialog
while attaching a nut on an auto assembly line (his "real" job) and then
quickly writing down that one line before the next piece of work came down
the line; he seems to have outgrown that style somewhat, possibly due to no
longer having a job on a slow-moving section of the line and therefore
having to do all his writing sitting down at home.

Cheers.

Rich

------------------------------

Date: 28 Nov 90 22:03:38 GMT
From: wdstarr@athena.mit.edu (William December Starr)
Subject: Re: Glen Cook 

parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu said:
>He's also written:

> Shadowline
> Starfishers
> Star's End	
>    [This a trilogy]
> Passage at Arms
>    [Related to above trilogy]

PaA is set in the Starfishers universe about a century or so earlier.  It
takes place during a war between humanity and another species which, by the
time of the trilogy, has become a human ally.  PaA is a fairly interesting
book, but it owes a LOT to the concept of submarine warfare transplanted
into space.  Not my favorite of his stuff, but I've always preferred Cook's
fantasy to his hard sf anyway.

> Doomstalker	
> Warlock	
> Ceremony	
>    [Another trilogy ( IMHO his weakest )]

No argument. I'm pretty sure that this Darkwar "trilogy" (1) was originally
written as a long single novel and (2) was written a while ago and sat
around unsold for years until Cook got hot with the Black Company.

> The Heirs of Babylon

Hoo boy.  Good luck finding this one anywhere.  It's a 1972 Signet
paperback that I believe had exactly one printing.

William December Starr
wdstarr@athena.mit.edu

------------------------------

Date: 29 Nov 90 04:34:08 GMT
From: tucker@tahoe.unr.edu (Aaron Tucker)
Subject: Re: Glen Cook

wdstarr@athena.mit.edu (William December Starr) writes:
>
>> Passage at Arms
>
>PaA is set in the Starfishers universe about a century or so earlier. It
>takes place during a war between humanity and another species which, by
>the time of the trilogy, has become a human ally.  PaA is a fairly
>interesting book, but it owes a LOT to the concept of submarine warfare
>transplanted into space.  Not my favorite of his stuff, but I've always
>preferred Cook's fantasy to his hard sf anyway.

This IS a submarine in space, and is one of my favorite Cook novels.  Maybe
because the main character was like Croaker; and the reasoning of why
people do what they do in war.  What heros do, and why.

>> The Heirs of Babylon
>
>Hoo boy. Good luck finding this one anywhere.  It's a 1972 Signet
>paperback that I believe had exactly one printing.

Tell me about it, a book-search service gouged me $13 for it.  It was fun
though, and it was definitely a Glen Cook book.  Can tell his style.

But, My favorite science fiction book by Cook is "The Dragon Never Sleeps"

Now this is a book, and while it doesn't cry sequel exactly for me, it
certainly would be nice.  It's been some time since a science fiction novel
has come out by Cook, though I'll be happiest when the next Dread Empire
novel comes out.

------------------------------

Date: 26 Nov 90 21:24:59 GMT
From: mapapanikola@amherst.bitnet (Matthew A. Papanikolas, Amherst College, MA)
Subject: Stephen R. Donaldson

Does anyone know if Stephen R. Donaldson is coming out with anything any
time soon?  He's one of my favorite authors, but he hasn't published
anything for about three years (bummer).

Matt Papanikolas
mapapanikola@amherst.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 28 Nov 90 17:48:47 GMT
From: ward@tsnews.convergent.com (Ward Griffiths)
Subject: Heinlein tribute in New Libertarian

For those who might be interested, the latest issue of New Libertarian,
issue 187, is a fact and fiction tribute to RAH, and in my relatively
arrogant opinion is quite well done.  A fun little item, the story "The
Prometheus Meltdown", by Victor Koman, Brad Linaweaver, J. Neil Schulman,
Robert Anton Wilson, Robert Shea and L. Neil Smith, merges multiverses to
an extent that makes "Number of the Beast..." look sluggish.  A must read
if you're a fan of Illuminatus! or the Shrodinger's cat trilogy.  The
magazine has a couple of other stories as well as some non-fiction tributes
to RAH and a history of "Destination Moon".

I recommend the issue to both Libertarians and non-Libertarians.  A Robert
Heinlein fan is always a potential convert.

------------------------------

Date: 28 Nov 90 14:02:32 GMT
From: karla@shiva.com (Karla Shapiro)
Subject: Re: Anne McCaffrey

Does anyone understand the "significance" of the genetic cat experiment
that is discovered in Dragonsdawn?  It seemed that the cats are sort of
mentioned in Renegades as a "oops, now that I made a semi-big deal of them
in the previous book, I really should mention them now...."

Maybe I missed something.

Karla

------------------------------

Date: 28 Nov 90 18:07:59 GMT
From: GGGALA%WMVM1@vtvm2.cc.vt.edu (Petiron)
Subject: Anne McCaffrey

netcom!aahz@claris.com (Dan Bernstein) writes:
>That's what you think.  Even Ruth is larger than a VW Bug.  Bronze dragons
>*are* that big.  Oh, and BTW, Anne McCaffrey approved _The Dragonlover's
>Guide to Pern_, and gave Jody Lynn Nye lots of help, which is why Anne's
>name is on the cover.

Well, she might have approved the book, but it conflicts with may of the
statements in her books.  On several occasions she refers to the dragons
backs as having the ridges which a rider can fit comfortably in between.
Thus, when they are just riding their dragons, there is no need for
fighting straps, like when they are fighting Thread.

The pictures on page 35 of that book are not accurate with some of her own
descriptions.  And I am not the only one who pointed those out.  in fact,
someone mentioned it, and I went back to actually look at the pictures and
had to agree.  before, I had merely read the pages, and not paid much
attention to the pictures.

------------------------------

Date: 28 Nov 90 20:45:06 GMT
From: ggroup4@hydra.unm.edu (Games Group 4/Gym Quirk)
Subject: Re: Anne McCaffrey

aboisvert@amherst.bitnet writes:
>Cathy writes:
>> PS.  Does anyone know if McCaffrey is going to publish a sequel to
>> Dragonsdawn or Renegades?
>
>One last Pern novel has been promised - _All the Weyrs of Pern_, and my
>guess is that it will be a sequal to BOTH novels, being set in the present
>pass, but with further information on the first pass provided by the AVIS.
>Seems like it would be a good way to end up the whole series, continuing
>in the vein of Renegades of Pern, but it is purely conjecture on my part.

My understanding is that _Weyrs_ will probably be another sourcebook like
_The Dragonlover's Guide to Pern_, _Atlas of Pern_, etc.

IMHO, I don't think there's very much more Anne can do with this world
(unless she wants to write a "re-contact" story).  A pitty.  Pern is one of
my favorite worlds.  (Looks like it's time for another re-read.)

------------------------------

Date: 22 Nov 90 04:33:27 GMT
From: RA04@Lehigh
Subject: RE: ALTERNATIVE HISTORIES (question)

The Waugh/Greenberg book should be out in paperback by now.  The first
volume ("Alternate Empires") was published by Bantam pb in 1989 (it does
not have the ISBN you list, but then, as published by a different
publisher, it wouldn't), and the second should be in paper by now. Check
Books in Print, or better: find Bantam's 800- number and ask them.

------------------------------

wDate: 25 Nov 90 18:10:54 GMT
From: rknowles@garnet.berkeley.edu
Subject: Re: ALTERNATIVE HISTORIES (question)

ecl@cbnewsj.att.com (Evelyn C. Leeper) writes:
>There is a book edited by Charles G. Waugh and Martin H. Greenberg titled
>ALTERNATIVE HISTORIES: ELEVEN STORIES OF THE WORLD AS IT MIGHT HAVE BEEN
>(ISBN 0-8240-8659-7, Garland Publishing).  Before I spend the money for
>it, though, I'm curious if the stories in it are ones I already have.
>Does anyone know what stories are in this book?

This is the info I have from the UC library system:

   Alternative histories : eleven stories of the world as it might have
   been / edited by Charles G. Waugh and Martin H. Greenberg with an
   afterword by Gordon B. Chamberlain and a bibliography by Barton C.
   Hacker and Gordon B. Chamberlain. New York : Garland Pub., 1986.  363 p.

Series:   Garland reference library of the humanities ; vol. 62
        Bibliography: p. 301-363.
Contents: 
   Hands Off / Edward Everett Hale 
   Delenda Est / Poul Anderson 
   The Wheels Of If / L. Sprague de Camp 
   In the Circle of Nowhere / Irving E. Cox, Jr.
   The Lady Margaret / Keith Roberts 
   He Walked Around the Horses / H. Beam Piper 
   Custer's Last Jump / Steven Utley and Howard Waldrop
   The Curfew Tolls / Stephen Vincent Benet 
   Hush My Mouth / Suzette Haden Elgin 
   Interurban Queen / R.A. Lafferty 
   The Lucky Strike / Kim Stanley Robinson 
   All of History in Science Fiction / Gordon B. Chamberlain.

I'm not sure the titles are all accurate, the library had some typos in its
listing.

------------------------------
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SF-LOVERS Digest           Thursday, 29 Nov 1990      Volume 15 : Issue 406

Today's Topics:

	     Books - Heinlein (2 msgs) & Pratchett (2 msgs) &
                     The Black Throne (2 msgs) & Request Answer &
                     Requests (3 msgs) & Short Reviews

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 29 Nov 90 06:12:18 GMT
From: farrell@batserver.cs.uq.oz.au (Friendless)
Subject: Please tell me about Heinlein's Lazarus Long series

I have decided to add Heinlein's Lazarus Long books to my Good Reading
Guide.  Does anyone have any idea which of his books should be counted in
this "series"? What do you think of them? I imagine there will be a lot of
replies, so only the best will fit into the Guide. To start the ball
rolling, I nominate "To Sail Beyond the Sunset" as part of this series.

------------------------------

Date: 29 Nov 90 07:39:14 GMT
From: edwardlo@aludra.usc.edu (Edward Lopez)
Subject: Re: Please tell me about Heinlein's Lazarus Long series

farrell@batserver.cs.uq.oz.au (Friendless) writes:
>I have decided to add Heinlein's Lazarus Long books to my Good Reading
>Guide.  Does anyone have any idea which of his books should be counted in
>this "series"? What do you think of them? I imagine there will be a lot of
>replies, so only the best will fit into the Guide. To start the ball
>rolling, I nominate "To Sail Beyond the Sunset" as part of this series.

Well, Lazarus Long is a part of the larger Future History series.  His
earliest appearance is in "Methuselah's Children", which is reprinted in
_The Past Through Tomorrow_.

He's also the primary character in _Time Enough For Love_ and recurs in
_The Number of the Beast_, _The Cat Who Walks Through Walls_ and _To Sail
Beyond the Sunset_.

_The Past Through Tomorrow_ is a favorite book of mine... "The Green Hills
of Earth", "The Longest Watch", "The Man Who Sold the Moon" and
"Requiem"... "If This Goes On...", "Coventry", "Methuselah's Children".
Stories that've stood up to many readings. Better than "The Roads Must
Roll", but, hey, that was an early effort. (His first, I think; I don't
recall exactly.)

I'd only recommend _Time Enough for Love_ to someone who'd read and liked
"Methuselah's Children". And I'd only recommend the others mentioned above
to someone who'd read the rest of Heinlein and still wanted more. _The
Number of the Beast_, especially, I found to be, well, bad. Given your
question, I expect you feel differently, but _TPTT_ is the only book
featuring Lazarus Long I'd put on a Good Reading Guide. But, hey, you're
maintaining one and I'm not. :-)

edwardlo@aludra.usc.edu
usereaff@rpitsmts.bitnet        
zed@mts.rpi.edu

------------------------------

Date: 28 Nov 90 03:21:44 GMT
From: fuzzy@e40-008-11.mit.edu (Pinkdex - TNG)
Subject: Good Omens: A Review

Good Omens, the Nice and Accurate Prophecies of Agnes Nutter, Witch by Neil
Gaiman and Terry Pratchett:

Let me start by commenting on the bookcraft that went into this volume.
This is the first fiction book published by Workman Publishing, who
normally do non-fiction and calendars.  As they say, it's an auspicious
debut.  Nice paper, nice typeface, wonderful little illustrations in the
form of illuminated letters at the start of significant chapters, specific
to the action in the opening scene of each.  The use of tiny winged
hourglass symbol as scene separators is particularly nice, the plot is,
after all, a countdown of a sort.

It's a book with a good bookish feel to it.

There be plot spoilers beyond this point:

Since the turn of the century, and the turn of the Millennium, is upon us,
it seems only fair to have a story or two about Armageddon.  If it's funny,
so much the better.  Good Omens could make a demon smile and an angel
dance.  (In pure point of fact it does.)

You see, what with the Antichrist being born, certain demonic manipulations
have caused the American Ambassador's wife to be confined at a Satanic
nun's* hospital.  (Yes, there is a certain amount of amusing overlap with
The Omen movies.) Where Mr. and Mrs. Young's own child happens to be born
that same day.  Due to all-too-human failure, the babies get accidentally
switched, and the best laid plans of Up There and Down There go awry.  Big
time.

*(The Chattering Order of St. Beryl: Nuns who have taken the opposite of a
vow of silence....)

Crowley, the Angel Who Did Not Fall So Much As Saunter Sharply Downward,
and his opposite number on Earth, Aziraphale, an angel who has to be
reminded on occasion to thwart demonic wiles ("You see a wile, you thwart,
am I right?" says Crowley), are both less than enthusiastic about the
coming Apocalypse.  After all, if one side wins, it won't be very much fun
for anyone, and if the opposite holds, it will be so, terribly ...  bland.
After 6000 years (Bishop Usher got it right) of duty on Earth, the agents
of Heaven and Hell have grown fond of the place and want to see it remain
pretty much the way it's been going.

In the meantime, Adam Young (remember those switched babies?) has been
growing up peacefully and pretty well, uh, humanly.  He isn't even aware
that his intelligent small scrappy dog (named "Dog") is actually a
veritable Hell Hound that he inadvertently transformed.

Enter the "Nice and Accurate Prophecies of Agnes Nutter, Witch," 4000
absolutely accurate and precise (the old definition of "nice") predictions
left behind by a 16th century seeress for her descendants to guide them
(well, actually her many times great-granddaughter Anathema Device) safely
to the Apocalypse.  Being totally accurate, the predictions are utterly
annoying, plus they are so cryptic you often can't interpret them until
they've gone past (And annoyingly, Agnes takes that into account.)  As the
authors say, "Nothing much surprised Agnes."

All this, plus the Four Motorcyclists of the Apocalypse (Horses being out
of fashion these days), the remnants of the Witchfinder Army which consists
of the Witchfinder Sergeant and the Witchfinder Private (witch-hunting also
having gone out of fashion; they've had to branch out to demons); and
assorted telephone salespersons, Dukes of Hell, Voices of God, chattering
ex-Satanic nuns, an indignant country gentleman out on a walk with his
wife's dog and some very confused (and soon deceased) bikers.

All told in lucid *funny* prose that Terry Pratchett does so well, peppered
with the wry and contemporary concerns of Neil Gaiman.  It's not hard to
see both of these gentlemen writers in the book: Aziraphale for Pratchett,
and of course Crowley for Gaiman.  If you get a chance to study the back
cover of the dust jacket, notice a wonderful little detail on the lintel of
the mausoleum the writers are standing in front of - a tiny winged
hourglass reproduced as a scene separating mark in the text of the book.

I highly recommend this book; and it actually seems to be doing well in the
bookstores I've visited lately.  With this distribution in hardback you
should be able to borrow it through your local library as well.

Connie Hirsch
fuzzy@athena.mit.edu*

------------------------------

Date: 28 Nov 90 04:53:13 GMT
From: yarnot@csusac.ecs.csus.edu (Jan Yarnot)
Subject: Re: Good Omens: A Review

fuzzy@e40-008-11.MIT.EDU writes:
>Good Omens, the Nice and Accurate Prophecies of Agnes Nutter, Witch by
>Neil Gaiman and Terry Pratchett:
>
>Let me start by commenting on the bookcraft that went into this volume.
>This is the first fiction book published by Workman Publishing, who
>normally do non-fiction and calendars.  As they say, it's an auspicious
>debut.  Nice paper, nice typeface, wonderful little illustrations in the
>form of illuminated letters at the start of significant chapters, specific
>to the action in the opening scene of each.

Yes.  I tend to ignore this sort of thing, in fact, the more pictures, as a
rule, the less I like the book, and I may have missed many of the
illuminated chapter-beginnings for that reason.  But they got my attention
eventually and I was MOST impressed.  The illuminations were done by David
Frampton, and he deserves as much credit as one can give him.

>It's a book with a good bookish feel to it.
>
>There be plot spoilers beyond this point:
>
>You see, what with the Antichrist being born, certain demonic
>manipulations have caused the American Ambassador's wife to be confined at
>a Satanic nun's* hospital.  (Yes, there is a certain amount of amusing
>overlap with The Omen movies.)

Ah.  An allusion I missed.  On the other hand, the concise explanation of
the "Simple" British Currency made up for a LOT.

>  After 6000 years (Bishop Usher got it right) of duty on Earth, the
>agents of Heaven and Hell have grown fond of the place and want to see it
>remain pretty much the way it's been going.

No. Bishop Usher was *wrong* by nearly 15 minutes!

>I highly recommend this book; and it actually seems to be doing well in
>the bookstores I've visited lately.  With this distribution in hardback
>you should be able to borrow it through your local library as well.

But you really want to HAVE it, to hunch over it saying "mine, MINE, all
**MINE**!!!"

I was laughing out loud to myself when I couldn't find a victim to read
aloud to.

Jan Yarnot

------------------------------

Date: 20 Nov 90 13:43:44 GMT
From: ecgcurly!roy@mcdchg.chg.mcd.mot.com (Roy Kern)
Subject: The Black Throne

I saw "The Black Throne" yesterday by Zelazny and Fred Saberhagen, and was
wondering if it is any good?  Is it like Zelazny's other works, or is it
more like Saberhagen's?  Also, anyone know why these two collaberated on
this book?  Are they friends?

Roy
roy@mot.com

------------------------------

Date: 21 Nov 90 21:56:10 GMT
From: parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu
Subject: Re: The Black Throne

roy@ecgcurly.UUCP (Roy Kern) writes:
> I saw "The Black Throne" yesterday by Zelazny and Fred Saberhagen, and
> was wondering if it is any good?  Is it like Zelazny's other works, or is
> it more like Saberhagen's?  Also, anyone know why these two collaberated
> on this book?  Are they friends?

   They've collaberated before, I have the book _Coils_ by them, which I
thought was quite good.  It came out in 1982.

Gregg Parmentier
parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu

------------------------------

Date: 21 Nov 90 20:48:27 GMT
From: wagner@utodaycom (Mitch Wagner)
Subject: Re: title request

CTEAGUE@uvmvm.BITNET (Cynthia Teague) writes:
>About 15 years ago I read a book set at a time in the future when
>indiscriminate intermarriage had created a race of bland, boring, and
>nearly identical people (the genetics as crayolas theory).  Somehow, six
>children with pure racial lineage remained, all the same age,
>conveniently, and a boy and girl each of Caucasian, Chinese and African
>descent. Anyways, these kids are each being raised separately in a
>community which represents their race's time of glory: Imperial China,
>pre-colonial Africa, and (get this) 1950's America.  All of the other
>inhabitants of these communities are actors, presumably with some
>convincing makeup.
>
>When the time comes, the girls are shipped off to meet the boys, but some
>kind of mixup occurs and the Chinese girl arrives at the American boy's
>town, etc.  They set out to discover the truth.  Along the way, each of
>the kids falls in love with the "wrong" person, but once they realize that
>their genes are the only hope for this dull, homogenous world, they all
>decide to go back to their communities with the "right" mate and live
>happily ever after, or something like that.

That would be RACE AGAINST TIME, by Piers Anthony.

Mitch Wagner
wagner@utoday.com

------------------------------

Date: 27 Nov 90 01:14:34 GMT
From: Scott_D._Sabath.osbu_south@xerox.com
Subject: Recommendations requested, SF novels of a type

Could someone point me toward some semi-recent SF series (Trilogies,
Tetralogies, etc.) in the genre of hard SF that features spacegoing vessels
and space travel of some sort?  Any recommendations would be greatly
appreciated.

I haven't kept up with what's been written in SF during the last 10 or 15
years.  (I know that might sound funny but, I used to take science fiction
classes in high school and devoured much of it.  I haven't been as much of
a reader since then, but I am getting back to it now.)

I enjoy reading series of related novels, or even related series of short
stories (but definitely not cheap adventure "pulps").  I just don't know of
any that were written after 1975, and when I go to the bookstore all I see
is glitzy cover art, and I don't know which is good and which is
low-quality.  Thanks very much,

Scott

------------------------------

Date: 28 Nov 90 03:28:45 GMT
From: BMCRAW01%ULKYVM@pucc.princeton.edu ("Bruce M. Crawford")
Subject: An author! An author! My kingdom for an author!

Many a year ago, I read a book called _Space Angel_. Since then, the copy I
read has disappeared. I'd love to be able to find another one, but I
haven't been able to locate it by title, and I can't remember the author.
Can someone help me out?

I'd also welcome any discussions about the book, though I must admit that I
would have to read it again in order to talk about it in detail. As I
recall, it was not an extraordinary story, but I enjoyed it.

Thanks. :^)

Bruce

------------------------------

Date: 26 Nov 90 12:52:03 GMT
From: jordan@nssdcb.gsfc.nasa.gov (JOSEPH JORDAN)
Subject: Cosmic Strings in SF

I've read plenty of stories dealing with such cosmological oddities as
neutron stars and black holes.  Has anyone read any stories/books that deal
with cosmic strings?

------------------------------

Date: 27 Nov 90 18:35:05 GMT
From: eric@snark.thyrsus.com (Eric S. Raymond)
Subject: Reviews: short takes

Title:     In Between Dragons
By:        Michael Kandel
Publisher: Bantam Spectra (September 1990)
Format:    pb, 181pp
ISBN:      0-553-28814-8

   This book is... weird. Not quite the fantasy spoof the cover suggests,
nor the Dickian item of psychedelia the blurb reviews imply; it's mostly
stream-of-consciousness from a bright, frustrated adolescent who finds a
refuge in a magic library where he can step into the worlds of the
adventure books. In an effort to learn how to deal with sex (and control
the insidious Erection Demon) he slips a pornographic novel onto the
shelves only to find that its characters, the insidious Lust Kittens, have
escaped its pages and are screwing up not only the other adventure worlds
but `home' reality itself! What's a boy to do?  This book is saved from
preciousness by Kandel's wry humor and unerring ear for what it's like to
be an intelligent kid trapped in a body uncontrollably fizzing with
pubertal hormones. Try it for a change.

Title:     Mad Roy's Light
By:        Paula King
Publisher: Baen (September 1990)
Format:    pb, 275pp
ISBN:      0-671-72015-5

   This book is not weird at all; it's a fairly conventional space
adventure with romance touches, aimed straight at McCaffrey and Lichtenberg
fans. Jennan Bartlett is one of only six human members of the trading Guild
that dominates Sagittarius Sector. Her joy at finally getting her first
assignment as chief of a trade team is shattered when she discovers that
the briefing tapes contain secret instructions to do the unthinkable;
sabotage a trade. Someone has set both Jennan and the Guild up for a hard
fall, but who? Is it the D'raussa, the organized-crime syndicate? Is it the
sinister aliens rumored to be in contact with them? A human trading house?
And how is the stolen artifact called `Mad Roy's Light' involved?  Read and
find out. No masterpiece this, but it has solid writing, competent
worldbuilding and quietly believable characters.

Title:     Echoes of the Fourth Magic
By:        R. A. Salvatore
Publisher: Roc (September 1990)
Format:    pb, 318pp
ISBN:      0-451-45029-9

   Any reviewer needs to develop a high tolerance for genre crud but, after
reading about 15 pages and flipping through the rest of this dreadful
turkey I found myself simply unable to go on. Galumphing grade-school prose
sketches a jejune, completely derivative plot peopled by thumpingly obvious
characters; the total transcends the merely bad, entering the realm of
teeth-grindingly awful. The silly damn' map and pretentious, laughable
glossary don't help. Shame on Roc for not bouncing the manuscript higher
than up.

Title:     Dawn Song
By:        Sharon Green
Publisher: Avon (September 1990)
Format:    pb, 373pp
ISBN:      0-380-75453-3

   Yet another female-viewpoint fantasy-romance, looking pretty good by
contrast with `Echoes of the Fourth Magic', I must say, but not recommended
unless you have a particular yen for Green's brand of poniard-packin'-mama
fantasies (a lady friend of mine once characterized her, cattily but
accurately, as the female equivalent of John Norman). 'Nuff said.

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	 Books - Anderson & Attanasio & Brooks & Brust (3 msgs) &
                 Card & Cherryh (3 msgs) & Donaldson (2 msgs) &
                 Heinlein (3 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 29 Nov 90 20:12:06 GMT
From: PHB100@psuvm.psu.edu
Subject: Re: "Shield", by Paul Anderson - comments?

It's been a long time since I read this one.  I think it came out in the
60s?  I was glancing at it the other day in a used bookstore, but decided
not to buy it.  It seemed (dare I say it?  ;+) "old-fashioned" by my
current attitudes.  No flames, please!  I enjoyed it the first time around
but I doubt it would hold my interest today.

I would say, if you haven't read it, to get a used copy.  That way it's not
such a huge cash outlay for a new book that may seem out-dated.

Paul Baughman
PHB100@psuvm.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 29 Nov 90 20:25:04 GMT
From: jmf@abacus.uucp (Joan Frankel)
Subject: Re: Raymond's Reviews #90: The Last Legends of Earth

eric@snark.thyrsus.com (Eric S. Raymond) writes:
>   A. A. Attanasio's latest book, last of a loosely connected set called
>the `Radix Tetrad', is a brilliant, epic novel that falls frustratingly
>short of being an SF masterpiece.
>
>   Sounds promising, right? And the writing is gorgeous, too. The trouble
>with this novel is that Attanasio isn't an SF writer in the most important
>sense, he lacks either the knowledge or the motivation necessary to make
>his world internally consistent and logically convincing. What scientific
>rationalization there is in the book is annoyingly superficial, and often
>seems to be there more there for its word-poetry effect than because it's
>structurally important.
>
>   Attanasio has a fine mythopoeic imagination, all right, but what he's
>done is lousy SF. What's frustrating is that the problems could have been
>fixed with only minor changes to the real matter of the novel and no
>lessening of its good qualities. With a close critical reading by a
>hard-SF-oriented author or editor before publication and a little
>flexibility on the author's part, this could have been a major work
>comparable in many ways to Dan Simmons's Hugo-winning _Hyperion_, or James
>Morrows's _The_Continent_Of_Lies_, or David Zindell's _Neverness_.
>
>   As it is, the result is irritatingly flawed from any genre fan's point
>of view. The scientifically ignorant will love it, though, and it might be
>a good book to hand those humanities types who've been told SF is all
>formulaic, badly written crap.
>
>   Finally, I must say that even though Attanasio bears authorial
>responsibility and thus the primary fault, I think some editor at Bantam
>deserves a serious rebuke for not having arranged the "reality check" this
>book needed. Sloppy science may not be worth the effort to see corrected
>in a book that's another novelfull of genre yardage but, this one could
>have been so much more for so little effort.

You keep alluding to the gorgeous writing/word poetry, and you are right;
that's what anyone should read this book for, not textbook science.
There's enough of that in any real textbook.  The astronomical theory
thrown around in this series gives me the "feel" of what it would be like
to really understand the stuff.  That feeling propels the whole series and
is an integral part of it; a lot of nuts and bolts "let's walk through the
necessary equations" would be entirely outside the spirit of the piece.

I think any editorial "tightening" of Attanasio's series would have broken
it.

------------------------------

Date: 30 Nov 90 00:12:51 GMT
From: mkelly@s850.mwc.edu (mike kelly)
Subject: Re:  SF-LOVERS Digest   V15 #402

  I have just a question about a certain book since A.M.'s name was brought
up.  Does anyone know when Terry Brooks will come out with his sequel to
'The Shadowen'?  I know that Brooks intends to do a sequel, if you could
call it that.

Mike Kelly
Mary Washington College
mkelly@s850.mwc.edu

------------------------------

From: CRAIG@mitvmc.mit.edu (Ed Craig)
Date: 29 Nov 90 17:10:31 GMT
Subject: Re: "Brokedown Palace" by Steven Brust - comments?

   If you know the music of the Grateful Dead, this book makes it VERY
obvious that Steven Brust is a Deadhead. Lots of inside jokes, including
the dedication. It's smooth enough that those who don't see the jokes won't
miss them. But the title itself is also the title of one of the Dead's
rarely performed songs.
   But I note that even those who aren't Deadheads enjoy this book, after
the first few pages.
   I read anything by him I can, this is about 8.5 compared with all
sci-fi/fantasy, but, despite my own prediliction for going to Dead shows,
it's at the bottom of my scale for his work. (Opinion subject to change at
the next rereading).

Ed Craig

------------------------------

Date: 29 Nov 90 20:59:52 GMT
From: 6600dadg@ucsbuxa.ucsb.edu (Mark Dadgar)
Subject: Re: "Brokedown Palace" by Steven Brust - comments?

CRAIG@MITVMC.MIT.EDU (Ed Craig) writes:
>   If you know the music of the Grateful Dead, this book makes it VERY
>obvious that Steven Brust is a Deadhead. Lots of inside jokes, including
>the dedication. It's smooth enough that those who don't see the jokes
>won't miss them. But the title itself is also the title of one of the
>Dead's rarely performed songs.

Not being a Deadhead, I wouldn't know. :)

>   But I note that even those who aren't Deadheads enjoy this book, after
>the first few pages.

I was really REALLY disappointed.  See below.

>   I read anything by him I can, this is about 8.5 compared with all
>sci-fi/fantasy, but, despite my own prediliction for going to Dead shows,
>it's at the bottom of my scale for his work. (Opinion subject to change at
>the next rereading).

Brust is one of my all-time favorite authors, and one of the ones I'd most
like to emulate in many ways.  However, I think BP is far far below the
quality of the rest of his work (the Taltos series anyway, I've not read
the rest yet, except for Feng).  It rambled badly, and for some reason I
just didn't care about the characters or what happened to them.

IMHO, it's a 4 related to SF/Fantasy in general, and a 1 for Brust's work
in particular.

I AM interested, however, in how it's going to tie into the Taltos series,
as it seems to want to. :)

Mark Dadgar
6600dadg@ucsbuxa.ucsb.edu

------------------------------

Date: 30 Nov 90 01:40:25 GMT
From: JS5DWCPW@miamiu.bitnet
Subject: Re: "Brokedown Palace" by Steven Brust - comments?

I would rate it an 8 or 9. It has been a while since I first read it, but I
remember enjoying it immensely. Brust's Cowboy Feng was very disappointing
after this and _To Reign in Hell_ but, his Jhereg series is great in a much
lighter, more action-oriented vein. _Brokedown Palace_ (I wonder if it is
named after the G.Dead song) is slow moving, compared to typical SF, but
this is not a fault, it is true to the speculative tone of the book.

------------------------------

Date: 30 Nov 90 02:27:30 GMT
From: hikaru@halcyon.wa.com (Richard Barrett)
Subject: Orson Scott Card

In the latest Analog, there is an OSC short novel as the feature story,
entitled "Gloriously Bright." It appears to be a pacifier (albeit an
excellent one) for Ender maniacs until the third book (Is it going to be
_Xenocide_ or _Ender's Children_?) is released this summer. Ender is
featured, briefly, but the main character is actually Jane. It is obviously
something to provide a little more buildup of suspense about what happens
to Lusitania. Jane does something that she knows is eventually going to
cause some very great harm to her, and then she tries to persuade the
person that is about to do this to not do it.  Warning: No happy endings
here. Only some very tantalizing, suspenseful threads left dangling, that
hopefully will be tied up in the third book.

Richard Barrett
18004 146th Ave NE
Woodinville, WA 98072
(206)487-1312
hikaru%halcyon.uucp@seattleu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 29 Nov 90 19:38:27 GMT
From: Chip.Olson@ucs.umass.edu
Subject: Re: How about CJ Cherryh?

kuento@kuhub.cc.ukans.edu writes:
> Downbelow Station - WOW! One of my all-time favorite sf books!
> Merchanter's Luck - a bit too heavy on the character study
> Cyteen (also as a trilogy) - Yeah! More great stuff.
> Rimrunners - along the lines of M's L; low on action

Read Downbelow Station first.  It gives the entire "historical" background
to the Alliance/Union universe.  I made the silly mistake of reading
Merchanter's Luck first, and was struggling to figure out what most of the
references were.

> The Chanur series: The Pride of Chanur, Chanur's Venture, The Kif Strike
> Back, and Chanur's Homecoming. Now *this* is a GREAT story!  I loved
> these four, and *everything* else was put on hold until I was done
> reading the last page (grinning from ear to ear). Truly memorable alien
> characters, yes, indeed.

Yes, *wonderful* stuff.  Cherryh does an excellent job of bringing across
the psychology of these alien races.  My only gripe is that I was
disappointed by the ending:

*** MAJOR SPOILER ***
The contending parties cannot be reconciled and they just have to persuade
the humans to go away.
*** END MAJOR SPOILER ***

Am I missing something here, as far as the humans are concerned?  My only
other gripe is that _The Kif Strike Back_ is a really lame name for the
third book.

Chip Olson
UMass-Amherst
internet: ceo@ucs.umass.edu
bitnet: ceo@umass.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 29 Nov 90 21:20:33 GMT
From: carole@rosevax.rosemount.com (Carole Ashmore)
Subject: Re: How about CJ Cherryh?

kuento@kuhub.cc.ukans.edu writes:
> Say, anyone out there know what CJ Cherryh's been up to since
> "Rimrunners"? It was a slight letdown compared to the other Union/
> Alliance universe books, and I was wondering what was in the works.  For
> those of you interested, this series of books, to my knowledge, consists
> of the following: 
> 
> Serpent's Reach - *very* tangential, but excellent
> 40,000 in Gehenna - fairly tangential, a bit slow and dense
> 
> Downbelow Station - WOW! One of my all-time favorite sf books!
> Merchanter's Luck - a bit too heavy on the character study
> Cyteen (also as a trilogy) - Yeah! More great stuff...
> Rimrunners - along the lines of M's L; low on action
> 
> The Chanur series: The Pride of Chanur, Chanur's Venture, The Kif
> Strike Back, and Chanur's Homecoming. Now *this* is a GREAT story!
> I loved these four, and *everything* else was put on hold until I
> was done reading the last page (grinning from ear to ear). Truly
> memorable alien characters...yes, indeed.
> 
> Agreements/disagreements? Other CJC lovers? Other CJC recommends
> (I've only read the ones above, so far)?

By all means read CUCKOO'S EGG, it should appeal greatly to someone of your
taste.  HUNTER OF WORLDS is also quite interesting. Both of these should
appeal to a lover of the Chanur series because she pulls that trick she
does *so* well, of getting inside the minds of an alien species (two
different ones here) and of looking at humans from the outside.

I agree with you about DOWNBELOW STATION - the WAR AND PEACE of SF.

I personally think CYTEEN is perhaps even a little better.  

Do you want to get into a discussion of the fascinating unsolved murder
mystery in CYTEEN?  People I know who've read the book love to argue 'who
done it'.  I, of course, have my own opinion and all the clues to
support it.

Carole Ashmore

------------------------------

Date: 29 Nov 90 22:26:55 GMT
From: sequent!jimp@cse.ogi.edu (James Pilcher)
Subject: Re: How about CJ Cherryh?

Nothing wrong with Chanur's Venture that a good editor couldn't cure.  i
loved the book, but skipped most of the expository/plotting sections, as
the information was redundant in the extreme, and the entire set of books
was too long.

Let me put it another way: the plot was as good as it gets, but the
execution stinks.

------------------------------

Date: 29 Nov 90 22:33:14 GMT
From: ICWFM@asuacad.bitnet (Fred McIlvain)
Subject: SF-LOVERS Digest   V15

Regarding Stephen R. Donaldson, I remember reading a recent interview in
LOCUS describing a new science fiction trilogy that he had finished and
should be out soon.  He also publishes mysteries under the name Reed
Stephens.

Fred McIlvain

------------------------------

Date: 30 Nov 90 05:30:06 GMT
From: brockman@sage.cc.purdue.edu (Matt Brockman)
Subject: Re: Steven Donaldson

My favorite author!!

I hear he's started a new trilogy.

The first book is already out and is called "The Gap into the Conflict: The
Real Story"

it supposedly deals with a futuristic mining colony.

I can't wait to read it.

Matt Brockman

------------------------------

Date: 29 Nov 90 17:36:30 GMT
From: charles@caen.engin.umich.edu (Charles Jacob Cohen)
Subject: Re: Please tell me about Heinlein's Lazarus Long series

edwardlo@aludra.usc.edu (Edward Lopez) writes:
>I'd only recommend _Time Enough for Love_ to someone who'd read and liked
>"Methuselah's Children". And I'd only recommend the others mentioned above
>to someone who'd read the rest of Heinlein and still wanted more. _The
>Number of the Beast_, especially, I found to be, well, bad. Given your
>question, I expect you feel differently, but _TPTT_ is the only book
>featuring Lazarus Long I'd put on a Good Reading Guide. But, hey, you're
>maintaining one and I'm not. :-)

I wonder if this will degenerate into a flame war?  :) Anyway,_The Number
of the Beast_ is a good branching point as far as Heinlein goes, IMHO.  My
Father disliked that book, and didn't like any of his novels after that (so
he stopped reading them), while my Mother and I loved that novel in
addition to all his future ones.  All of enjoyed his earlier works.

As for the *best of the series* my favorites are:

The Door into Summer - this is just a nice fun book, deals with an 
      engineer and some time travel. 

Stranger in a Strange Land - makes me *think*

Time Enough for Love - same as above.

This is only three that I like, but I don't think everyone wants the entire
list.

Chuck

------------------------------

Date: 30 Nov 90 01:09:06 GMT
From: Dan_Bloch@transarc.com
Subject: Re: Please tell me about Heinlein's Lazarus Long series

farrell@batserver.cs.uq.oz.au (Friendless) writes:
> I have decided to add Heinlein's Lazarus Long books to the Good Reading
> Guide.  Does anyone have any idea which of his books should be counted in
> this "series"? What do you think of them? I imagine there will be a lot
> of replies, so only the best will fit into the Guide. To start the ball
> rolling, I nominate "To Sail Beyond the Sunset" as part of this series.

I don't want to start a flame war, but in my humble opinion, which is
shared by right-thinking people everywhere, "To Sail Beyond the Sunset" is
the worst book Heinlein ever wrote and one of the worst books anybody ever
wrote, a self-indulgent piece of crap with no redeeming virtues whatsoever.

In any case, to refer to the books in question as the "Lazarus Long series"
is an insult to the history of science fiction.  The series is called
"Heinlein's Future History."  Heinlein started it in 1939 with "Life-Line,"
which was his first published work.  It was the first such collection of
loosely related stories all taking place in the same time line (That's why
he got to use the name.)  It grew over the next twenty-five years to three
novels and something like a couple dozen short stories collected into two
anthologies.  Almost all of these are together in _The Past Through
Tomorrow_, published circa 1963.

At this point Lazarus Long had appeared in only one of the works, the novel
_Methuselah's Children_.  In 1973 _Time Enough For Love_ was published, a
long book mostly about LL.  It was a novel, but much of it (the best part,
IMHO) could be broken out into short stories a la The Arabian Nights.  Then
in later years Heinlein wrote some other novels which we won't talk about.

Dan Bloch
dan@transarc.com

------------------------------

Date: 30 Nov 90 03:53:01 GMT
From: zvs@bby.oz.au (Zev Sero)
Subject: Re: Please tell me about Heinlein's Lazarus Long series

farrell@batserver.cs.uq.oz.au said:
> I have decided to add Heinlein's Lazarus Long books to the Good Reading
> Guide.  Does anyone have any idea which of his books should be counted in
> this "series"?

This is a bit of a `fuzzy-edged phenomenon' (I've just finished `Stars in
My Pocket Like Grains of Sand'), since RAH started to tie just about
everything in together.  The series definitely includes stories about
Lazarus and his biological family.  Therefore the list would definitely
include:

  Methuselah's Children
  Time Enough For Love
  The Cat who Walks Through Walls
  To Sail Beyond the Sunset

I would consider all stories about members of the Long family to be Long
stories.  This would include:

  Misfit 	(Andy)
  `The Number of the Beast...'  (the Burroughses)
  Space Family Stone  (Hazel)

Question: Does `The Moon is a Harsh Mistress' count because Hazel makes a
cameo appearance (she was a little kid during the revolt)?  I'd think not.

Stories which in no way concern Lazarus except that they are in the same
`universe', such as `Revolt in 2100' and `Coventry', don't count.

zvs@bby.oz.au

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	       Books - McCaffrey (4 msgs) & Niven (3 msgs) &
                       Saberhagen (2 msgs) & Short Reviews &
                       Request & Request Answer & 
                       Cosmic Strings (5 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 29 Nov 90 17:56:48 GMT
From: GGGALA%WMVM1@vtvm2.cc.vt.edu (Petiron)
Subject: Anne McCaffrey

karla@shiva.com (Karla Shapiro)
>Does anyone understand the "significance" of the genetic cat experiment
>that is discovered in Dragonsdawn?  It seemed that the cats are sort of
>mentioned in Renegades as a "oops, now that I made a semi-big deal of them
>in the previous book, I really should mention them now...."

The only thing that I can think of is that the experiment is somehow
related to the epidemic that sweeps Pern in Moreta.  Then again, it maybe
just an oops on McCaffrey's part.

------------------------------

Date: 29 Nov 90 17:24:00 GMT
From: CALIFFMA@baylor.ccis.baylor.edu (Mary Califf)
Subject: Cats in McCaffrey

A cat from the southern continent was responsible for the plague in Moreta
and Nerilka's Story.  I assumed that the cats in Dragonsdawn were there
because their presence needed to be explained, particularly their presence
on the southern, but not the northern continent.

------------------------------

Date: 28 Nov 90 23:12:32 GMT
From: aboisvert@amherst.bitnet
Subject: Re: Anne McCaffrey

karla@Shiva.COM (Karla Shapiro) writes:
> Does anyone understand the "significance" of the genetic cat experiment
> that is discovered in Dragonsdawn?  It seemed that the cats are sort of
> mentioned in Renegades as a "oops, now that I made a semi-big deal of
> them in the previous book, I really should mention them now...."

I interpreted the cat-bit in Dragonsdawn as a way of explaining the
"feline" from Moreta.  To be honest, I don't remember anything about cats
in Renegades, but I did read it rather quickly.

> Maybe I missed something.

Naw, what you said could still hold; I just think it goes back a couple of
books further than Dragonsdawn.

------------------------------

Date: 29 Nov 90 19:48:42 GMT
From: ggroup4@hydra.unm.edu (Games Group 4/Gym Quirk)
Subject: Re: Anne McCaffrey

RA04@Lehigh writes:
>McCaffrey's "spotted cats" in -Dawn and Renegades are the explanation of
>how the influenza that nearly kills off the Pernese people in Moreta got
>there.  In Moreta, a large, practically starving, sick "big cat" gets
>washed up on the North continent, carries the flu.  In -Dawn, we find out
>that Tubberman was playing around with what had to have been cheetahs'
>(and maybe other felines') genes.  r.a.

ObNit-pick: The Feline was found adrift near the southern continent by a
trading ship.  They then compounded the problem by visiting said continent.

My question is what happened to the Influenza bug by the time that Lessa
and F'nor visit un _Dragonflight_?

------------------------------

Date: 29 Nov 90 21:16:35 GMT
From: tobritt@mars.lerc.nasa.gov (Randall Britton (SVER))
Subject: Ringworld Question - SPOILERS

Howdy.  I'm relatively new to this group so I apologize if this question
has been asked before.  I just got through reading Niven's Ringworld for
the first time.  Yes, that's right, even though I have had this book for
ages I just recently dedicated myself to actually reading it.  All in all I
thought it was fairly entertaining with some real "neato" ideas.  I have a
question however, so if you are afraid of spoilers, turn back now.  Towards
the end of the book we found out that the Ringworld is in line with the
galactic core.  Thus, since the foundation material absorbes neutrinos
Ringworld is supposedly immune to the galactic core explosion.  My question
is, wouldn't the hole in the foundation at the top of FIST OF GOD screw
this up.  If Ringworld spins at 770 m/s, this hole would allow neutrinos
through to impact the other side of Ringworld on the *inside*.  So, a swath
would be made right down the middle of Ringworld because FIST OF GOD was
almost equal distance from both edges.  Is this dealt with in Ringworld
Engineers?  I hadn't really thought about reading the sequel but I might if
it answers this question.  And no, I haven't read Protectors either.
Comments anyone?

------------------------------

Date: 30 Nov 90 06:23:56 GMT
From: schmidea@clutx.clarkson.edu (The Jade Piper,,,)
Subject: Re: Ringworld Question - SPOILERS

tobritt@mars.lerc.nasa.gov (Randall Britton):
> Thus, since the foundation material absorbes neutrinos Ringworld is
> supposedly immune to the galactic core explosion.  My question is,
> wouldn't the hole in

   The foundation material doesn't absorb all neutrinos, but 60% of them.
This is what concerned the initial observers so (the Puppeteers?).  There
have only been two types of materials that affected neutrinos before;
General Products hulls, which blocked 100% of incoming neutrinos, and
everything else, which stopped no neutrinos.  When something was discovered
that wasn't one or the other, they decided to investigate.

   Back to the question.  No, the foundation material wouldn't protect the
ringworld anyway, with or without the Fist Of God mountain.  Enough
radiation would shine through to thoroughly cook the place.

------------------------------

Date: 30 Nov 90 11:01:29 GMT
From: erich@near.cs.caltech.edu (Erich Schneider)
Subject: Re: Ringworld Question - SPOILERS

schmidea@clutx.clarkson.edu writes:
> The foundation material doesn't absorb all neutrinos, but 60% of them.
> This is what concerned the initial observers so (the Puppeteers?).  There
> have only been two types of materials that affected neutrinos before;
> General Products hulls, which blocked 100% of incoming neutrinos, and
> everything else, which stopped no neutrinos.  When something was
> discovered that wasn't one or the other, they decided to investigate.

A tiny quibble. Stasis fields block everything. I believe that's how stasis
boxes are detected by deep-radar. The more degenerate matter is, the more
it blocks neutrinos, so the darker it is on a deep-radar screen. Stasis
fields appear as black spots. (So does neutronium, the ultimate degenerate
matter.  See "There is a Tide".)

erich@tybalt.caltech.edu
erich@through.cs.caltech.edu

------------------------------

Date: 29 Nov 90 15:52:12 GMT
From: mok@pawl.rpi.edu (... Mok)
Subject: Vampires= A Mater of Taste by Saberhagen

Ah, Saberhagen is back in fine style after his disappointing collaboration
with Zelazny. I've noticed that Saberhagen comes in only two flavours:
disappointing (WATER OF THOUGHT, VEILS OF AZLAROC) and excellent (MASK OF
THE SUN, EMPIRE OF THE EAST).

Anyway, for some time Saberhagen has been writing a series of books which
feature Count Dracula as the main character.

In THE DRACULA TAPE he tells the story of what *really* happened during the
time that Bram Stoker was telling of. His Count is far more... human, than
Stoker claims, but far from an angel.

The subsequent books are THORN, DOMINION, THE HOLMES-DRACULA FILE and AN
OLD FRIEND OF THE FAMILY. All are excellent and al are unconnected, so that
you can get away with reading *any* of the books in *any* order.

Now he has written A MATER OF TASTE. Thisbook is a sequel to AN OLD FRIEND,
is at =least= as good as the others. Read it.

mok@pawl.rpi.edu

------------------------------

Date: 29 Nov 90 21:54:32 GMT
From: cs170063623@vger.nsu.edu
Subject: Saberhagen:another lost sword ???

 Does anyone know when to expect Fred Saberhagen to publish the "Fifth book
of lost swords. I have just finished the fourth and I'm wondering if there
will be a second triad or what?


Thanks.

Rich

------------------------------

Date: 27 Nov 90 18:36:58 GMT
From: eric@snark.thyrsus.com (Eric S. Raymond)
Subject: Reviews: short takes

Title:     The Fifth Book of Lost Swords: Coinspinner's Story
By:        Fred Saberhagen
Publisher: TOR Fantasy (September 1990)
Format:    pb, 245pp
ISBN:      0-812-55286-5

   Regular readers of this column will know that I am no great fan of the
interminable formula-fantasy series that clog chain-store bookshelves
everywhere, and might wonder why I'm bothering with any book with a title
like this one. Well, the simple fact is that I think Fred Saberhagen writes
a damn good story. The lucid clarity of his prose, sinewy plotting and
vividly-realized details of his worlds make for dependable entertainment
every time. Not for Saberhagen the demonized archetypal villains,
over-ornate styling and flat characters of so many of his competitors;
everything in his milieu has a depth and solidity that breathes new life
into what ought to be the most formulaic ideas. Enjoy, but beware the
set-up for the next book at the end.

Title:     Wild Card's VII: Dead Man's Hand
By:        George R. R. Martin & John J. Miller
Publisher: Bantam Spectra (September 1990)
Format:    pb, 328pp
ISBN:      0-553-28569-6

   Despite its grand-guignol excesses, the _Wild_Cards_ books are still the
best shared-world series I've read anything of. This novel interlocks with
Book VI, as Popinjay and the Yeoman team up to solve the brutal murder of
Chrysalis. In the ensuing mayhem, one truly major bad guy bites the dust
but the identity and motive of the murderer is the real surprise.

Title:     Enemy Unseen (Star Trek #51)
By:        V. E. Mitchell
Publisher: Pocket Books (September 1990)
Format:    pb, 279pp
ISBN:      0-671-68403-5

   Well, Mitchell isn't Diane Duane but this particular bit of Trek fiction
is a big improvement on the last one I reviewed - it's at least not as
embarrassingly bad. A routine diplomatic mission goes awry as Kirk must
deal with a conniving ex-girlfriend and an alien shapeshifter, both bent on
disrupting negotiations. A pleasant, lightweight read-once for trekfans.

Title:     The Whole Man
By:        John Brunner
Publisher: Collier Nucleus
Format:    pb, 188pp
ISBN:      0-02-030275-4

   This reprint of Brunner's groundbreaking 1964 novel has dated not at
all; indeed, his portrayal of a world of local uprisings and low-intensity
wars pacified by multinational forces of U.N. troops seems more plausible
in today's post-perestroika world than it could have at the height of the
Cold War. He gives us the story of the crippled perojective telepath Gerald
Howson. He begins life as an orphaned hemophiliac leading a cheerless and
impoverished existence, relieved only by his fantasies of becoming one of
the U.N.'s idealized telepathist heroes. When the fantasy comes true he
plunges himself into the work of healing diseased minds; but his own inner
conflict remains unresolved, and he is tempted to retreat into a world of
fantasies reflected off the minds of others. He eventually finds a chance
for wholeness through the creation of a new art form, in a resolution which
stirs as much for its affirmation of the moral value of human creativity as
for the prospect of a happy ending. Treat yourself to this one!

------------------------------

Date: 30 Nov 90 03:22:57 GMT
From: ggm@brolga.cc.uq.oz.au (George Michaelson)
Subject: name that book request time...

Non Human race fly spaceships. Humans buy seats.

Said spaceships have distinctly biological aspects e.g. the cabin
lifesupport is dumping crap into a bioreactor.

Race is ancient, worship act of spaceflight as ultimate religion, view
death in transit as probably a good thing but due to presence of humans
accept responsibilties and try and do the right thing with them.

Story concerns a ship that gets sabotaged and how crew/passengers cooperate
to limp home and go on to unify life the universe and everything.

Probably over 15 years old story. Could be over 20.

Possibly aimed at a "younger" audience.

Possibly a short or novella in a well thumbed collection.

Name, Author, Publisher please!

Thanks in advance.

George Michaelson
Prentice Computer Centre
The University of Queensland
St Lucia, QLD Australia 4067. 
+61 7 377 4079
G.Michaelson@cc.uq.oz.au

------------------------------

Date: 28 Nov 90 06:47:50 GMT
From: whit@milton.u.washington.edu (John Whitmore)
Subject: Re: (none) (_Space Angel_, the book)

BMCRAW01%ULKYVM@PUCC.PRINCETON.EDU ("Bruce M. Crawford") writes:
>Many a year ago, I read a book called _Space Angel_. Since then, the copy
>I read has disappeared. I'd love to be able to find another one, but

   John Maddox Roberts is the author.  Other works by him include _Between
the Stars_, coauthored with Eric Kotani; _The Cingulum_, _Cloak of
Illusion_, and _The Sword, the Jewel, and the Mirror_.

   The _Cingulum_ series is rather escapist; _Space Angel_ is a juvenile
book (coming-of-age stuff).  Generally good reading, but not great.

John Whitmore 

------------------------------

Date: 27 Nov 90 17:38:30 GMT
From: k@hprnd.rose.hp.com (Steve Kao)
Subject: Re: Cosmic Strings in SF

Joseph Jordan asks:
> I've read plenty of stories dealing with such cosmological oddities as
> neutron stars and black holes.  Has anyone read any stories/books that
> deal with cosmic strings?

Lois Bujold's universe has wormholes.  Do they count?

Steve Kao

------------------------------

Date: 28 Nov 90 14:36:26 GMT
From: jdnicoll@watyew.uwaterloo.ca (Brian or James)
Subject: Re: Cosmic Strings in SF

Joseph Jordan asks:
> I've read plenty of stories dealing with such cosmological oddities as
> neutron stars and black holes.  Has anyone read any stories/books that
> deal with cosmic strings?

   Vonda K. McIntyre's 'Starship' uses a CS to get apparently FTL travel (I
say apparently since I don't recall them talking to Earth after the 'jump',
so it as easily been as fast as light, and the whole shipload is marooned
umptty million years in the future).

James Nicoll

------------------------------

Date: 28 Nov 90 23:29:56 GMT
From: dant@mtdoom.wr.tek.com (Dan Tilque)
Subject: Bujold's ftl (was Re: Cosmic Strings in SF

k@hprnd.rose.hp.com (Steve Kao) writes:
>Joseph Jordan asks:
>> I've read plenty of stories dealing with such cosmological oddities as
>> neutron stars and black holes.  Has anyone read any stories/books that
>> deal with cosmic strings?
>
>Lois Bujold's universe has wormholes.  Do they count?

I don't think so.  Her FTL is very similar to the Alderson Drive in _Mote
in God's Eye_ (and other stories by Pournelle) and the FTL in Micheal
McCollum's _Antare's Dawn_ and _Antares Passage_.  All three of these
connect stars in a limited fashion.  The limit is that each star is
connected to a small number of other stars.  This changes the geography of
the universe severely from the general open go-anywhere universe of the
typical sf novel.

I notice that one of the main factors modifying this type of geography is
the typical time to go between transfer points within a system.  Pournelle
has very long periods (typically weeks and months) which gives his universe
a flavor similar to early 19th century Earth where it took weeks to travel
between Europe and the various colonies.  Or a better analogy might be the
Roman Empire considering that most planets are under a single ruler.

Bujold instead has transit times of a few days and political factors hinder
travel much more than travel times.  The best historical analogy I can come
up with is pre-WWI Europe although it doesn't quite map exactly (I guess no
analogy really does).

I also note that Bujold doesn't worry very much about exactly how far away
these transfer points are and how fast the ships travel.  Refueling doesn't
seem to be a problem in her universe.  She's far more interested in the
politics of the situation than the mechanics.

Of course, I probably wouldn't have noted that except that Pournelle does
worry about those kinds of mechanics.  He does give distances and
accelerations and similar type stuff.  His ships have to refuel.  From a
purely hard sf point of view, and only from a purely hard sf point of view,
his stuff is superior.

In McCollum's universe travel times are intermediate, although not much
more than Bujold's.  He has his transfers restricted to a small fraction of
all stars, which doesn't make a single bit of difference in the geography
that the characters have to work within.  He claims that only 1 in 5 of all
stars have habitable planets but if you actually count the stars visited in
the books, the ratio is roughly reversed.

From a fictional point of view, Bujold is very good and I definitely
recommend it.  Pournelle is ok if you have a high tolerance for right
wing/libertarian political messages.  McCollum's stuff is a major waste of
trees.

Dan Tilque
dant@mtdoom.WR.TEK.COM

------------------------------

Date: 29 Nov 90 03:11:18 GMT
From: rknowles@garnet.berkeley.edu
Subject: Re: Cosmic Strings in SF

jordan@nssdcb.gsfc.nasa.gov writes:
>I've read plenty of stories dealing with such cosmological oddities as
>neutron stars and black holes.  Has anyone read any stories/books that
>deal with cosmic strings?

Greg Benford has a story, "Alphas" which was published in Amazing Stories
and in Dozois's The Year's Best Science Fiction (7th annual collection).
In this story aliens use a closed loop cosmic string to core the planet
Venus.

------------------------------

Date: 29 Nov 90 14:34:57 GMT
From: jmann@angmar.sw.stratus.com (Jim Mann)
Subject: RE:  Cosmic Strings in SF

Benford also uses cosmic strings in his novel Tides of Light.  It is a very
good novel and was on my Hugo nominations ballot.
                    
Jim Mann
Stratus Computer
jim_mann@es.stratus.com

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	       Films - Robot Jox (3 msgs) & Highlander II &
                       Misery & Back to the Future (11 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 23 Nov 90 07:52:51 GMT
From: jef@well.sf.ca.us (Jef Poskanzer)
Subject: ROBOT JOX

Just saw ROBOT JOX.  Screenplay by Joe Haldeman seems to be based on an old
SF short story.  Scenario: after a mini nuclear war, the East and West
still want to fight but war is politically infeasible.  So they revive the
old system of single combat between champions.  In the story, the combat
was between infantry squadrons in a walled arena 20 miles in diameter.  In
the movie, it's between GIANT ROBOTS!!!  FLYING TRANSFORMING ROBOTS WITH
ROCKET LAUNCHERS AND LASERS!!!!  Oh boy.

Great societal background, like in ROBOCOP.  O.k. special effects.
Kindergarten-level plot and acting.

Jef Poskanzer
jef@well.sf.ca.us
{ucbvax, apple, hplabs}!well!jef

------------------------------

Date: 24 Nov 90 11:31:16 GMT
From: cosc124q@jetson.uh.edu
Subject: Re: ROBOT JOX [itch]

jef@well.sf.ca.us (Jef Poskanzer) writes:
> Just saw ROBOT JOX.  Screenplay by Joe Haldeman seems to be based on an
> old SF short story.  Scenario: after a mini nuclear war, the East and
> West still want to fight but war is politically infeasible.  So they
> revive the old system of single combat between champions.  In the story,
> the combat was between infantry squadrons in a walled arena 20 miles in
> diameter.  In the movie, it's between GIANT ROBOTS!!!  FLYING
> TRANSFORMING ROBOTS WITH ROCKET LAUNCHERS AND LASERS!!!!  Oh boy.

I knew this movie was a stinker when I saw about 10 cliches in the first 3
or 4 minutes.  I mean even the type face was standard SF film.  I also read
this movie was based on a comic book, and from the dialogue-it seems to be
a direct translation.

> Great societal background, like in ROBOCOP.  O.k. special effects.
> Kindergarten-level plot and acting.

Anne-Marie Johnson sure looked pretty bad in this movie.  Of course the
Chainsaw scene was pretty funny.

Matt says don't see: Rating (1-10): -10.  The worst movie of the decade
(the 80s-this stinker was suppose to be released around '88).

Later.

Matt Tighe

------------------------------

Date: 25 Nov 90 06:03:34 GMT
From: cosc124r@jetson.uh.edu
Subject: Robot Jox is really a comedy

Robot Jox stinks.

Do NOT waste money on this waste of film. Wait until it comes out on video,
rent it while drinking, and you'll have a blast. I, personally, got my
money's worth because durimg the last 15 minutes of the movie, the audience
members couldn't take it anymore. Half the crowd burst into laughter, and
we laughed all the way through the credits, too. I also saw several people
laughing as we exited the theatre. I'm even laughing about it now. Get
drunk and rent it.  This is IMHO the worst movie of ALL time. they actually
tried to make a "statement" at the end of this kindergarten effort,
guaranteed to make you giggle yourself to the point of Pain.

Have fun with this one.

Milton Lawson

------------------------------

Date: 27 Nov 90 19:05:26 GMT
From: INFOSY11@uconnvm.bitnet (Mike Loux)
Subject: Re: SF-LOVERS Digest   V15 #400

I have heard the details concerning Highlander II, and I have just a few
things to say.

First, I hope they have the good grace to bring Christopher Lambert back to
redo his role as Conner Macleod.

Second, if he's supposed to be helping out this babe scientist, my question
is, what happened to Brenda, the metallurgist babe in the first one? If
they take a perfectly good movie and totally mess it up with a lousy
sequel, I'm going to tear my hair out.


Michael J. Loux
University of Connecticut
Computer Center
Information Systems Support
46 Tracy Rd.
Canterbury, CT. 06331
INFOSY11@UCONNVM

------------------------------

Date: 28 Nov 90 05:35:08 GMT
From: COHREBL@yalevm.ycc.yale.edu
Subject: Misery

I just got done with an evening of events with Rob Reiner, who was here at
Yale to screen his new movie, Misery, and talk about it a bit.  I went to
an informal, Master's Tea, before the screening, where people asked him
lots of questions, mostly about his other films, because we hadn't yet seen
this one.  THen we went to the screening, which was so overcrowded, either
due to the fact that it was Stephen King, or that Rob Reiner was going to
be there (most people didn't know about the reception, it wasn't truly
open) or just that it was a free movie.

I thought it was very well done.  There are some things which I kind of
wonder how they came across in the book, because they would seem to only
work visually.  I won't go into any spoilers, (unless people want me to)
but it is not overly gory, just a tad at the end, but is a very
suspenseful, thriller type of movie, which plays off our audience knowledge
a lot, because we know what awful thing is going to happen next.  I don't
think it's a spoiler to say it does have a happy ending, whih was
semi-unreal, but inevitable.  It's worth going to see and Rob said that
Stephern King really liked it.

------------------------------

Date: 26 Nov 90 20:28:00 GMT
From: MJENKIN@opie.bgsu.edu
Subject: Back to the Future Part II

   With regard to all the discussion of the alternate time-streams in the
"Back to the Future" movies...
   Part II really tried to bite off more than it could chew with the
alternate-history bit.  (So did I and III, but less blatantly.)  A few
friends and I saw it and argued for a two solid hours afterward about the
logical relationships between the time-streams.
   As for part III: major paradox time!  Doc took the Delorean to 1885,
stashed it away, and left a note for Marty so he could find it in 1955.  He
(Marty) took the Delorean back to 1885, where it was shot up by Indians.
Later, he took the shot-up Delorean to 1985 by means of the train-track.
Didn't that leave a Delorean in 1885?  But if Doc had taken THAT Delorean,
then it wouldn't have been around for Marty to find, etc. ad infinitum.
The same old thing about shooting your own great-great-great-grandfather.

Mark F. Jenkins
Bowling Green State University

------------------------------

Date: 26 Nov 90 23:23:23 GMT
From: mathews@cs.buffalo.edu (Ryan D Mathews)
Subject: Re: Back to the Future Part II

MJENKIN@OPIE.BGSU.EDU writes:
> As for part [BTTF]III: major paradox time!  Doc took the Delorean to
> 1885, stashed it away, and left a note for Marty so he could find it in
> 1955.  He (Marty) took the Delorean back to 1885, where it was shot up by
> Indians.  Later, he took the shot-up Delorean to 1985 by means of the
> train-track.  Didn't that leave a Delorean in 1885?  But if Doc had taken
> THAT Delorean, then it wouldn't have been around for Marty to find, etc.
> ad infinitum.  

But Doc didn't take that Delorean. He didn't take any Delorean. I don't see
the problem.

I've said once and I'll say it again: BTTF is a comedy-adventure, not a
serious SF movie. Any in-depth look at the time-travel continuity in the
movies will most likely make your head hurt and get you nowhere.

Ryan Mathews
Internet: mathews@cs.buffalo.edu
Bitnet: mathews@sunybcs
UUCP: {cornell,decwrl,harvard,rutgers,ucbvax,uunet}!cs.buffalo.edu!mathews

------------------------------

Date: 27 Nov 90 04:24:31 GMT
From: jsanders@symcom (John E. Sanders)
Subject: Re: Back to the Future Part II

MJENKIN@OPIE.BGSU.EDU writes:
>As for part III: major paradox time!  Doc took the Delorean to 1885,
>stashed it away, and left a note for Marty so he could find it in 1955.
>He (Marty) took the Delorean back to 1885, where it was shot up by
>Indians.  Later, he took the shot-up Delorean to 1985 by means of the
>train-track.  Didn't that leave a Delorean in 1885?  But if Doc had taken
>THAT Delorean, then it wouldn't have been around for Marty to find, etc.
>ad infinitum.  

I haven't seen III yet, but from what you describe there is no problem.
Delorian taken to 1885 by Doc.  Delorian comes to 1955, but takes 70 years
to get there (natural time flow).  Marty takes Delorian back to 1885, which
now means there are 2 Delorians in 1885 (well, the same one twice) The one
that is there for the second time gets shot up, then goes to 1985 by train
track.  Yes, one Delorian is left in 1885, the one that Marty finds in
1955, that has been stashed.  If Doc doesn't use it, it will be there for
Marty to find.

If I am missing something, please tell me politely.

John Eric Sanders
jsanders@symcom.math.uiuc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 27 Nov 90 05:03:49 GMT
From: danm@hpnmdla.hp.com (Dan Merget)
Subject: Re: Back to the Future Part II

>As for part III: major paradox time!  Doc took the Delorean to 1885,
>stashed it away, and left a note for Marty so he could find it in 1955.
>He (Marty) took the Delorean back to 1885, where it was shot up by
>Indians.  Later, he took the shot-up Delorean to 1985 by means of the
>train-track.  Didn't that leave a Delorean in 1885?  But if Doc had taken
>THAT Delorean, then it wouldn't have been around for Marty to find, etc.
>ad infinitum.  

THAT Delorian had some of its circuitry fried by a lightning bolt.  If Doc
*could* have taken it, he wouldn't have left it for Marty to find.  (Of
course, after failing to repair an existing time machine, he builds another
one from scratch.  ???)

Dan Merget
danm@hpnmdla.HP.COM

------------------------------

Date: 27 Nov 90 20:55:25 GMT
From: iho@cac.washington.edu (Il Oh)
Subject: Re: Back to the Future Part II

danm@hpnmdla.HP.COM (Dan Merget) writes:
>after failing to repair an existing time machine, he builds another one
>from scratch.  ???)

Really!  Even aside from the inconsistency, I think the movie would have
been infinitely better if Mr. Z. had ended it about 60 seconds earlier.  It
was totally unnecessary to see Doc come back with his "new" time machine,
especially after he went on about how it shouldn't have been built in the
first place.  At least I think he said that.

Il Hwan Oh
University of Washington
Tacoma
iho@cac.washington.edu

------------------------------

Date: 28 Nov 90 01:36:00 GMT
From: gt1759c@prism.gatech.edu (Haydon)
Subject: Re: Back to the Future Part II

iho@cac.washington.edu (Il Oh) writes:

>danm@hpnmdla.HP.COM (Dan Merget) writes:
>>after failing to repair an existing time machine, he builds another one
>>from scratch.  ???)
>
> Really!  Even aside from the inconsistency, I think the movie would have
> been infinitely better if Mr. Z. had ended it about 60 seconds earlier.
> It was totally unnecessary to see Doc come back with his "new" time
> machine, especially after he went on about how it shouldn't have been
> built in the first place.  

And this is the same Doc Brown who said "What the Hell!" to knowing too
much about his own future. (i.e. Marty's 1955 letter). He built the
Temporal Train because he *wants* to travel through time. Besides, he's got
to prove to his kids that he's not a bloody loon. (Not to mention get some
decent dental care.)

As to how he could have built it, remember he had only had 6 months in 1885
before he wrote to Marty. Since Jules and Verne look about 4 and 6, he had
been in 1885 at least an additional 7 years. He could have gone to
Colorado, mined some pitchblend, set up a (primitive) diffusion plant, and
gotten the U-235 that he needed there. (No Mr. Fusion, unless he can copy
the one on the DeLorean in the mineshaft.) In 7 years, he could have used
fractions of his knowledge to get enough $$$ to build his own train. The
tough part would have been the Temporal Circuits. I imagine he built
himself a Vacuum assembly and made some primitive tubes. All that was
needed would be to get to 2015. There he could draw on his funds that he
used before (he did have money then in Part 2), and get the train reworked
with new circuits and hoverconversion.

I personally *wanted* to know that Doc was alright, and am glad we had
this scene.

Donald Morris
gt1759c@prism.gatech.edu 
vapspze@prism.gatech.edu

------------------------------

Date: 28 Nov 90 02:08:58 GMT
From: rparker@wpi.wpi.edu (Richard E Parker)
Subject: Back to the Future III

   Ok.  In II, Doc and the time machine are hit by lightning and go back to
1885.  Doc subsequently leaves the time machine in the abandoned mine for
Marty to find.  Marty and the Doc of 1965 (year?) go to the mine and repair
the time machine.  Marty uses the time machine to go back in time to get
Doc back.  Subsequently the time machine is shot, and Marty and Doc come up
with the idea to use the railroad tracks to go back to the future.
   There really isn't any paradox.  As long as Doc leaves the time machine
in the mine, it will still be there when Marty goes to find it in 1965.
Then Marty can come back to get Doc.  If Doc and Marty were to go to the
time machine Doc left in the mine and remove it, we have a whole new can of
worms.  Remember, the harm is not in having yourself and your grandfather
in the same place.  The harm is in shooting your grandfather.

Rich

------------------------------

Date: 29 Nov 90 01:49:17 GMT
From: gt1759c@prism.gatech.edu (Haydon)
Subject: Re: Back to the Future Part II

jimp@sequent.UUCP (James Pilcher) writes:
>>in 1885 at least an additional 7 years. He could have gone to Colorado,
>>mined some pitchblend, set up a (primitive) diffusion plant, and gotten
>>the U-235 that he needed there. (No Mr. Fusion, unless he can copy the
>>one on the
>
> So why did he need fission? He has a steam locomotive, and it is much
> easier to build an electrical generator than a fusion pile! This would
> explain the very large nature of his new vehicle: someplace to plant the
> generator and batteries (made them himself, I assume, very easy).  The
> high wattage (1.53 gigawatts?) is the major problem, which I am sure
> could be overcome by a mad scientist of his caliber.

Remember this brilliant scientist couldn't build batteries to do it in
1955, much less 1885. 1.25 gigawatts is a hell of a lot of power. He'd need
to build Hoover Dam just to charge the batteries. Apparently only nukes
have enough kick to do it. BTW, The reason it's a train is that nothing
else in 1885 can get to 88. Besides, he needs the luggage space. Got a
family now.  >:) 

Donald Morris
gt1759c@prism.gatech.edu
vapspze@prism.gatech.edu

------------------------------

Date: 29 Nov 90 17:19:39 GMT
From: jim@visix.com (Jim Edwards-Hewitt)
Subject: Re: Back to the Future Part II

iho@cac.washington.edu (Il Oh) writes:
> ...I think the movie would have been infinitely better if Mr. Z. had
> ended it about 60 seconds earlier.  It was totally unnecessary to see Doc
> come back with his "new" time machine, especially after he went on about
> how it shouldn't have been built in the first place.  

I think both II and III would have been much better if they had ended five
minutes earlier (with the last five minutes of II being transferred to
III).  They suffered from "we need an unmistakably happy ending to make a
bundle on this."  I mean, think how much more striking it would have been
to have II end with Marty standing in the road after the explosion, saying
"Doc...?"  (of course, then they couldn't have followed it with the
10-minute ad for III.)

Jim Edwards-Hewitt
Visix Software Inc.
__
jim@visix.com
...!uunet!visix!jim

------------------------------

Date: 29 Nov 90 20:57:04 GMT
From: gwh@sirius.rice.edu (Gary W. Hoogeveen)
Subject: Back to the Future III

I've got a question that's probably already been answered, but I'm new.
Recall when the old Biff takes the sports book back to his younger self,
thereby creating the new future where Biff is "king?"  Well, if old Biff
stole the car, went back to 20th Century, changing the future, how in the
heck did he get back to the future where Marty and Doc where?  See
accompanying diagram:

	________________________ old future (Marty/Doc)
	Book given
	-
	 -
	  -_____________________ new future (Biff's King, car should return)


You see?  Once the car was stolen, Marty and Doc should have never been
able to have the chance to go back and spoil Biff's future.  Somebody
please give me a reasonable answer, not just that it would have ruined the
show.

Thanks.
						
Gary Hoogeveen

------------------------------

From: akcs.redout@tronsbox.xei.com (Andrew Lindsey)
Date: 29 Nov 90 22:40:14 GMT
Subject: Re: Back to the Future Part II

>As for part III: major paradox time!  Doc took the Delorean to 1885,
>stashed it away, and left a note for Marty so he could find it in 1955.
>He (Marty) took the Delorean back to 1885, where it was shot up by
>Indians.  Later, he took the shot-up Delorean to 1985 by means of the
>train-track.  Didn't that leave a Delorean in 1885?  But if Doc had taken
>THAT Delorean, then it wouldn't have been around for Marty to find, etc.
>ad infinitum.

This brings up a point in the movie which bugs me.  After Marty arrived in
1885, the car was hit by an arrow and all the gas leaked out.  The rest of
the movie was spent trying to get the car back up to 88MPH somehow.  But,
since there were 2 Deloreans at the time, couldn't they just have taken the
gas out of the other Delorean?

By the way, does anyone know just why it is that the car needs to go 88MPH?
I assumed that the Doc merely did that for style, and has some kind of
sensor on the spedometer which activated the time circuitry at that speed.
But if that was the case, they could have circumvented it easily.  What's
the deal here?

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

		  Miscellaneous - Conventions (6 msgs) &
                                  Vampires (7 msgs) & 
                                  Fanzines (2 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 12 Nov 90 17:50:28 GMT
From: Chip.Olson@ucs.umass.edu
Subject: Re: Arisia 2, Boskone XXVIII

J_DELANO@unhh.bitnet writes:
> However, Arisia may not be the better convention, just have the better
> GoH.  Any advice on which I should attend?

Well, I suppose it depends on what you're looking for. Boskone is now
almost exclusively book-oriented; they have virtually no media programming
and they frown on silly things like hall costumes. Arisia is very
explicitly oriented towards "all aspects of fandom"; they encourage hall
costumes, have excellent movie and video programs, filking, etc.  I went to
Arisia 1 last year, and it was probably the best convention I've ever
attended; I went to Lunacon the following month and kept hearing, "Oh my
God, Arisia was the *best* con ever!", etc.  Also, Boskone is in
Springfield, a rather ugly and annoying little city; whereas Arisia is in
Waltham, a rather ugly and annoying suburb of Boston, but the hotel is
gorgeous.  So my advice is, screw Boskone and go to Arisia.  However, your
priorities may be different, plus I must admit to some amount of bias, as I
know most of the Arisia committee.

Chip Olson
UMass-Amherst
bitnet: ceo@umass.bitnet
internet: ceo@ucs.umass.edu

------------------------------

Date: 13 Nov 90 18:47:07 GMT
From: SPAMFB@harvarda.bitnet (Bryan Cholfin)
Subject: Arisia/Boskone

At this point it would be difficult to give a firm recommendation for
either con. I'll probably go to both for business reasons, but I'm not
especially looking forward to it.

Boskone has gone through some major changes since moving to Springfield.
After shedding themselves of a lot of gate-crashers and security problems
(by extreme measures) they put on an excellent con, with good programming
and lots of interesting guests. Probably the best Boskone since about 1982
or 83. The next year was very disappointing, attendance was down, and the
committee seems to have run out of steam. This past year was better, though
attendance was way down and there were far fewer guests and good program
items. The art show and the huckster's room, Boskone's traditional strong
points, have been slipping away. If you go, register in advance. It
certainly won't be worth the money at the door.

Arisia is a new con and still has some organizational problems to work out.
The program was not especially interesting, though they put in a good
effort and had enough guests to fill it out. This year could be better.
The Huckster's room was nearly non-existent, and the art show was pretty
small for a con that drew 1000 people. Probably worth going if it's local
for you.  Since they've shown they can draw people, perhaps more artists
and dealers will come.

------------------------------

Date: Sat, 17 Nov 90 22:54 EET DST
From: "Pekka P. Pirinen" <PIRINEN@cc.helsinki.fi>
Subject: finncon '91

                    AN SF CONVENTION
                 IN A COUNTRY CALLED SF?

We'd like to welcome you to Finncon '91 in Helsinki, the capital of Suomi
Finland. Here's what we've got:

Time      The weekend of August 10-11, 1991.
and       At the Old Student House in Helsinki,
place     right in the center of the city.

Program   GoH Iain Banks (Consider Phlebas, Player of Games,
          The Wasp Factory, Walking on Glass etc.) and plenty of
          other items ranging from Finnish fandom practices to
          technology catching up with cyberpunk, plus fan
          program, movies (sub-titled, not dubbed!!!), dealers'
          room, art exhibition, role playing games etc. etc.
          Some of the program will be in English, some in
          Finnish.
               !!!!!!!!! FREE ADMISSION !!!!!!!!

People    Finns at ConFiction numbered 98 at the latest count.
          Does that tell you something about Finnish fandom?
          Besides, we all speak English (how divinely
          convenient!) and quite a few of us know how to make
          exceedingly pretty paper airplanes.

   So, you ask, where is this SF country? How do I get there?  Where do I
stay there?

   The answer is - get in touch with Ari Veintie, the secretary of the
Finncon '91 committee. If you were at ConFiction you might remember him as
one of the never-tiring gophers. If not, do it anyway. He's a nice guy.
Just like the rest of us.

   Call +358 0 761 449 or send a letter to Ari Veintie, Harjukatu 6 A 2 A,
00500 Helsinki, Finland. In return we'll send you more detailed information
on the convention, travel, hotels etc. For now, let us tell you that
Finland is easy to reach by air or by sea (especially if you can take
Interrail and arrive via Stockholm), or even by land if you fancy walking
around through northern Norway and Lapland.

   A Big Mac in Helsinki may cost some $4, but don't panic.  Cheaper, and
better, food is available. As to accommodation, if you've got the towel,
we'll find the place for it. There are, after all, youth hostels etc. We're
looking into the hotel situation right now. One thing you won't die of is
thirst; there's a bar at the Old Student House. Unfortunately, though,
walking around with a beer is a no-no in Finland. Are you up to the tough
decision of leaving the bar for a panel discussion?

Come to Finncon '91 and find out. We're looking forward to seeing you.

------------------------------

Date: 26 Nov 90 18:05:09 GMT
From: K42%DHDURZ1@pucc.princeton.edu (Monika Best)
Subject: Conventions

Hi, everybody! I've posted this question before but I've never seen it in
the digest, and I never got an answer. It must have fallen through some
wormhole, and if it starts an intergalactic war somewhere I don't want to
know about it.  Anyway, can somebody give me an address (for normal mail
or e-mail) where I can get some informations about MagiCon, Orlando '92?
Thanks a lot.

Moni

------------------------------

Date: 25 Nov 90 17:58:05 GMT
From: ted@eslvcr.wimsey.bc.ca (Ted Powell)
Subject: Westercon in Vancouver in '91

In the weeks to come, I expect to be posting updates, excerpts from the
Westercon Enquirer, etc, with distribution limited to bc for the less
cosmic stuff. Please email me if you're outside British Columbia and would
like any such items emailed to you, especially if you're in a position to
post to an interested local newsgroup. I thank you; the Goddesses thank
you.

                Westercon in Vancouver in '91
                    Thurs-Sun, July 4-7

The folks who bring you V-Con, the annual science fiction and fantasy
convention of Vancouver BC, Canada, are proud to present

                  Westercon 44 / V-Con 19

to be held at the Gage Residence, University of British Columbia campus.

Featured guests:
   Authors C.J. Cherryh and William Gibson
   Tor Books editors Patrick Nielsen Hayden and Teresa Nielsen Hayden
   Comic book author Donna Barr
   Artist Warren Oddsson
   Game designer Steve Jackson
   Fan guests Jerry Kaufman and Suzanne Tompkins

Special Canadian guests include authors Guy Gavriel Kay, Yves Menard,
   Judith Merril, and Elizabeth Vonarburg.

Other authors who have confirmed their attendance at our convention
   include A.J. Budrys, Michael Coney, John Dalmas, Dave Duncan,
   Eileen Kernaghan, and Spider and Jeanne Robinson.

Activities at Westercon 44 / V-Con 19 include slide shows and panel
discussions on the latest trends in fantasy and science fiction,
costume contests and dances, 24-hour video screenings of movies and
SF TV shows, displays by clubs, an art show and auction, wargaming and
role playing gaming, a dealer's room where science fiction and fantasy
books and collectibles are sold, "turkey readings" of truly bad books,
hospitality suites (smoking and non-smoking), and much more.
    The convention begins on Thursday afternoon and runs continuously
through Sunday night.

For information on Westercon 44 / V-Con 19, and on university residence
or hotel accommodations, write to
    Box 48478, Bentall Centre, Vancouver, B.C. Canada V7X 1A2
or leave a message on our answering machine at (604) 738-8356, or send
email to
    ted@eslvcr.wimsey.bc.ca
    Ted Powell at FidoNet 1:153/4
Dealer and artist enquiries are welcome.

This convention is under the auspices of the Western Canada Science Fiction
Convention Committee Association (WCSFCCA), a registered Society.
Westercon is the registered trademark of The Los Angeles Science Fantasy
Society, Inc. V-Con is the registered service mark of WCSFCCA.

Ted Powell
ted@eslvcr.wimsey.bc.ca
...!ubc-cs!van-bc!eslvcr!ted

------------------------------

Date: 29 Nov 90 17:01:39 GMT
From: PACE@wsuvm1.csc.wsu.edu ("Guy L. Pace")
Subject: announcement


                                  Announcing
                                  ConInCon 1
                   Celebration of Science Fiction and Fantasy
                                Call for Papers
                   Proposal (Abstract) Deadline Dec 31, 1990

    For the first time ever, a Conference within a Convention! The
convention is Westercon 44 being held in beautiful Vancouver, B.C.  July 4,
5, 6, 7, 1991.  Writer guests are William Gibson, C.J. Cherryh, Judith
Merrill, Guy Gavriel Kay, Yves Menard, Elizabeth Vonnarburg, Dave Duncan,
Spider and Jeanne Robinson, Michael Cooney, Eileen Kernaghan and others.

     ConInCon 1 will be a major track of programming within the conference
schedule.

Topic:
   You may submit a paper on any topic within Science Fiction or Fantasy,
but preference will be given to those papers which examine the works of the
invited guests.  Presentation length a maximum of 40 minutes, with 10
minutes for discussion. If you need audio visual beyond a microphone,
please bring it.

Proceedings:
     Proceedings will be published in time for the conference. In order for
yours to be included, the deadline for the camera ready copy for your
manuscript is May 1, 1991.  Format: 8.5 x 11 paper; 1.5 margins, single
spaced, double columns, laster printed, in 10 point Times or Palantino.
Bonus points to those people who send their manuscript on Mac (preferably)
or IBM disc.  ###
     Combine scholastic endeavour with far-out fun you will remember for
the rest of your life.  Send in your send in your proposal.  Do both at the
same time and avoid a time warp

Mail to:
Guy L. Pace
NW 375 Dillon
Pullman, WA 99163
BITNET:  PACE@WSUVM1

------------------------------

Date: 20 Nov 90 20:19:52 GMT
From: p3team@sunset.sedd.trw.com
Subject: WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE shapechanger vs vampire?????

So far I know, they both feed on blood (human or animal) although
shapechangers prefer human blood so they can change forms easly.  Due to
the blood they (shapechangers) prefer the night and can move about easier.
But it seems that a shapechanger is the current name used in Science
Fiction for vampires????

Confused.

------------------------------

Date: 21 Nov 90 03:56:36 GMT
From: netcom!aahz@claris.com (Dan Bernstein)
Subject: Re: WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE shapechanger vs vampire?????

A vampire is a psychic feeder, dependent on the "life force" of others.
That's why they prefer humans, since humans have such rich thoughts.

Shapechangers do not necessarily require blood to change or whatever.

Hope this helps.

------------------------------

Date: 21 Nov 90 05:23:29 GMTFrom: dgreen@cbrown.claremont.edu (Green, David)
Subject: Re: WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE shapechanger vs vampire?????

"Shapechanger" does not always imply a bloodlust in the person affected.
For examples of this, see Jennifer Roberson's _Chronicles of the Cheysuli_
and Charles de Lint's (I might be misremembering the first name, I don't
have the book nearby) _Wolf Moon_. Both of these deal with a person or race
who can shapechange, but retain human intelligence in their changed forms,
as well as having no bloodlust at all.

Even were you refering to a werewolf (or other wereanimal) with the term
"shapechanger," the protagonist in de Lint's _Wolf Moon_ is a werewolf,
complete with the standard vulnerability to silver.

David Green
Internet: dgreen@hmcvax.claremont.edu
Bitnet: dgreen@hmcvax.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 21 Nov 90 20:09:00 GMT
From: JH602309@liuvax.bitnet
Subject: vampires

   The Greeks also had myths about vampires.  I believe their name for it
is pronounced 'panlogos'.  And our mythology of the vampire was carried
over from Europe.  Eastern Europe (Roumania, Hungary, etc.) also had some
pretty horrifying tales.  This is, of course, a far cry from today's
romanticization of the vampire, but it's worth looking at anyway.
   And then there is the 'psychic' vampire (the movie Lifeforce, e.g.).
The problem with that concept is that, if you look into occult literature,
you will find that usually the psychic vampire is weaker than his/her
victim, because during the 'feeding' a certain amount of energy must be
spent in the effort and also opens the practitioner to counter-attack.  The
weak, who have little to lose, are perfect candidates.  The strong will
tend to gain little comparable to the risk.
   If we extend that vampire metaphor further, we get a psychological
analog which is called in pop psychology, co-dependency.  It's a perfect
statement and cosmic irony that victimhood is powerful.  The idea behind
co-dependency is that the roles of each individual tend to get sucked into,
or taken over by the 'victim'.  It can get kind of complicated.
   BTW, a request.  Can anybody supply titles that present SF in a manner
that not only entertains but also uses the story to teach hard science?  I
can think of some non-fiction that actually does this in an interesting
way, such as Dean Ing and ?'s book on propulsion systems (it talked about
laser and microwave power sources and technical measures of force, etc.  I
forgot the name), but I would think that somebody could also do that in
fiction.  Or is this a first?

------------------------------

Date: 22 Nov 90 05:19:33 GMT
From: HEROY@lsuvm.bitnet (Paul Heroy)
Subject: Vampires - Dan Simmons

Someone mentioned Dan Simmons' Carrion Comfort as a recommended vampire
book. I haven't read it yet (though it's on my shelf, the only horror novel
to claim that 'distinction'), but the most recent episode of Monsters (it
aired Sunday 11/18 here) was a vampire tale written by Simmons. It had a
very interesting twist on the fate of vampires through the centuries into
the current era. I've seen only a handful or two episodes of Monsters, and
I enjoyed this one even more than most, despite the casting of Wil Wheaton
in the starring role. (Conceivably this could be a plus for some folks? :-)

Ahmad Rashad played a sergeant in Vietnam a couple of weeks earlier on the
show. Looks like a comment made a month or two ago about Monsters starting
to be able to attract some 'names' was right. Fun show!

Paul Heroy

------------------------------

Date: 26 Nov 90 23:09:00 GMT
From: IBC6HSR@oac.ucla.edu ("hari ramachandran")
Subject: Vampires

Some Vampire novels I haven't seen mentioned: the books by Octavia Butler.
Her characters are not vampires in that they drink blood, but surely they
are vampirish (sad to say I forget character names and titles both: 'wild
seed' was one I think). Elizabeth Scarburough had a book on an Alaskan
vampire. Rather humorous.

Hari
ibc6hsr@oac.ucla.edu
hsr@uclaph.physics.ucla.edu

------------------------------

Date: 30 Nov 90 05:23:49 GMT
From: cs631124@umbc5.umbc.edu (cs631124)
Subject: Vampires

How about Richard Matheson's _I am Legend_?  Bonus points for explaining"
vampirism.  The ending's a kicker, isn't it?

John

------------------------------

Date: 21 Nov 90 18:03:00 GMT
From: 11TELLIOTT@gallua.bitnet (PROFILE UNDER CONSTRUCTION)
Subject: Legion of Super-Heroes and their associated Fanzines

I'm a diehard fan of the SF comic series, _Legion of Super-Heroes_. This
group was created by Otto Binder, noted SF writer in 1958 and has created a
huge following. This brings me to my question: Where can I find fanzines
associated to the Legion? I for one would love to subscribe to them.

Todd Elliott
11TELLIOTT@GALLUA

------------------------------

Date: 23 Nov 90 06:15:48 GMT
From: jsnell@sdcc13.ucsd.edu (Jason Snell)
Subject: NEW NETMAGAZINE SEEKING SUBMISSIONS

Currently there are two magazines distributed via the computer net that
showcase fiction - QUANTA, edited by Dan Applequist (email for info. at:
quanta@andrew.cmu.edu) and ATHENE, edited by Jim McCabe.  ATHENE's last
issue will be next month. In its place will come a new magazine, to be
edited by me.

The magazine will hopefully contain lots of quality fiction from people out
on the net. If you've got a story to submit for publication (estimated
circulation is around 1000) send it to jsnell@ucsd.edu.

Also, if you aren't currently a subscriber to ATHENE and would like to be
on board for the new magazine, send me mail, and I'll put you on the list.
Specify PostScript(TM) or flat Ascii format.

All different genres of fiction are fine with me. Length? Well, not TOO
long. I'm looking at short story length. In other words, I'd guess 20,000
words would be the upper limit, with 15,000 as a more reasonable upper
barrier.

And, of course, the thing is distributed free. Writers retain all
copyrights. It's a way to have people see your work, and you'll probably
receive some feedback from the magazine's readers.

Again, the address: jsnell@ucsd.edu or jsnell@UCSD (bitnet)

Jason Snell
University of California
San Diego
jsnell@ucsd.edu

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

                    Administrivia - Monthly Reminders,
		    Books - Anderson & Bellamy & Brin &
                            Brooks (2 msgs) & 
                            Cherryh (7 msgs) & Pohl

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: Mon, 3 Dec 90 08:00:52 EDT
From: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu (SF-LOVERS)
Subject: Administrivia

It is time once again for the monthly reminders:

Problems, administrative questions, and requests for addition or removal to
the mailing list should always be sent to SF-LOVERS-REQUEST@RUTGERS.EDU.
Submissions for the digest are to be sent to SF-LOVERS@RUTGERS.EDU
***ONLY***.  Error messages, particularly those generated automatically by
mailers, should always go to SF-LOVERS-ERRORS@RUTGERS.EDU which is the
address specified in the "Errors-To:" field.

If you have information about a convention that you wish to have listed in
the convention listings maintained in the archives, you can send complete
information to SF-LOVERS-CONS@RUTGERS.EDU and it will be included in the
listings as soon as possible.  Information should be sent at least one
month prior to the date of the convention in order to insure that it is
listed in time.

Unfortunately, due to the large volume of mail that I receive every day,
messages sent to the wrong address are likely to be unprocessed.

------------------------------

Date: 30 Nov 90 15:00:47 GMT
From: abl@dart.ece.cmu.edu (Antonio Leal)
Subject: Re: "Shield", by Poul Anderson - comments?

PHB100@psuvm.psu.edu writes:
>Its been a long time since I read this one.  I think it came out in the
>60s?  I was glancing at it the other day in a used bookstore, but decided
>not to buy it.  It seemed (dare I say it?  ;+) "old-fashioned" by my
>current attitudes.  No flames, please!  I enjoyed it the first time around
>but I doubt it would hold my interest today.

Funny, but, as time goes by, I find that Anderson's books are amongst the
ones that "age" best.  As a matter of fact, Anderson is one of the authors
whose old books I hunt down systematically in used book stores (another
being Jack Vance).  I just finished off The Night Face (1963) yesterday;
it's not Great Lit., but it would be good enough to print today and be
above the vast majority of what's being published.  I read Shield (also
1963) last year or so; I remember a competent adventure story that focused
not so much in the mechanics of the "McGuffin" (an invulnerability device)
as in the reactions of people and organizations to it.  It didn't feel
dated the way most of SF ends up feeling (starting with Poe's 26th century
zeppelins ;-), but of course it was not the latest fashion either.

Antonio B. Leal
Dept. of Electrical and Computer Engineering
Carnegie Mellon University
Pittsburgh, PA. 15213   U.S.A.
[412] 268-2937
abl@ece.cmu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 2 Dec 90 00:09:00 GMT
From: J_DELANO@unhh.bitnet
Subject: Edward Bellamy

   Has anyone read anything by Edward Bellamy?  He's the guy who wrote
_Looking Backward_.  Pretty dry stuff, but better than _Utopia_.  He also
has (had?) a collection of short stories called _The Blindman's World and
Other Stories_.  MOST of these are not SF.  In fact, out of the dozen or
so, only 'The Blindman 's World', 'Lost','At Pinney's Ranch',With the Eyes
Shut', and 'To Whom This May Come' are SF.
   If you're one of those who say "I won't read it if it isn't science
fiction" (like I used to be), then read the other stories.  They're all
well-written and worth reading, especially 'Potts' Painless Cure' which is
priceless.

------------------------------

Date: 30 Nov 90 21:59:05 GMT
From: gwh@fabry.rice.edu (Gary W. Hoogeveen)
Subject: Brin's Earth

   As a big fan of Brin's, especially the Sundiver, Startide Rising, and
Uplift War trilogy, I was pleasantly surprised by Earth.  I'm one who is
more into good science science fiction, and thus was really impressed with
the extrapolated science, cavitronics, etc.  I also found his view of the
future rather interesting, however I have some problems with his
'Gaianism.' but, I digress.
   My real reason for posting has to do with finding some more interesting
near-future, but more hard-science than fantasy, novels and/or short
stories.  I hope to be timing this so I can get some ideas for Christmas.

Thanks.

Gary

------------------------------

Date: 30 Nov 90 20:43:52 GMT
From: GGGALA%WMVM1@vtvm2.cc.vt.edu (Petiron)
Subject: Terry Brooks

How many books has Terry Brooks written?

------------------------------

Date: 30 Nov 90 21:52:13 GMT
From: brockman@sage.cc.purdue.edu (Matt Brockman)
Subject: Re: Terry Brooks

GGGALA%WMVM1@VTVM2.CC.VT.EDU (Petiron) writes:
>How many books has Terry Brooks written?

I know he wrote at least 3 "Shannara" book, maybe 4.  Also, there were 3
"Landover" books.

Matt Brockman

------------------------------

Date: 30 Nov 90 10:33:42 GMT
From: HAMILTON@huhepl.harvard.edu (Rowan Hamilton)
Subject: RE: Cherryh's Union/Alliance books

   There's something about the Union/Alliance universe that's been
bothering me for awhile. The very first Cherryh book I ever read was Hunter
of Worlds (probably my favorite of her books). I got into her other books
when I saw HoW listed as a part of the Union/Alliance universe.
   My problem is that although I can see that HoW is consistent with the
Union/Alliance universe (in fact it has so little information on human
space in it that it could be consistent with just about any universe), I've
never seen a direct connection between the events in HoW and the
development of the Union/Alliance universe. Can any one help me? Is there
any other Union/Alliance book which refers to the Iduve/Amaut/Kallia or any
of the events in HoW?

Thanks.

hamilton@huhepl.harvard.edu

------------------------------

Date: 30 Nov 90 20:00:37 GMT
From: insinga@tle.enet.dec.com (Aron Insinga  30-Nov-1990 1344)
Subject: C.J. Cherryh

Although I've often heard the complaint that many of them could use some
more editing, I do enjoy reading Cherryh's works.  (I even liked "Serpent's
Reach" and the Mri books and the Morgaine books...)  Currently, I'm near
the end of reading "A Dirge for Sabis", "Wizard Spawn", and "Reap the
Whirlwind" cowritten by her with Leslie Fish, Nancy Asire, and Mercedes
Lackey, respectively, and I'm enjoying them a lot.  (I have a little
trouble with magic working in these books, but it is a fairly low-level
form - ill-wishing and luck-wishing, so I can get past it.)  The first
book is focussed on discovering some items of what we'd call fairly
primitive technology today.  The second deals with bigotry.  The third
deals with the interaction of a nomadic culture with a monastic order of
scientists.  They all have some byzantine politics.

Remember that almost everything (even the Merovin stories) is in the same
Alliance/Union universe. The relatively small remainder is in the Sabis
universe (above) or a traditional (e.g. Celtic) fantasy universe or the
other shared universes, "Heroes in Hell" and "Thieves' World".

If you like her sf books, you may like the sf songs she's written.  The
following are from the tape "Finity's End and other songs of the station
trade" published by the now-defunct Off Centaur Publications, but Firebird
Arts & Music may have some of them on other tapes.

"Sam Jones" - a boy who grew up on a station is taken into the crew of a
merchant ship as an assistant to an aging engineer.

"Finity's End" - an episode in the merchanters' rebellion against the rule
of the Earth company.

"Lullaby" - When you get your ship up to .9C and can't stop, what can you
do?

I think they're good very short stores and they're nice to listen to.  They
may not be particularly happy stories, but that shows up in her work often
enough for some reason.  (It certainly shows up often enough in the real
world!)

"Some Kind of Hero" on the "Carmen Miranda's Ghost is Haunting Space
Station Three" tape (Firebird Arts & Music) was written by Fish and Lackey
and not Cherryh, but I think of it as happening in the Alliance/Union
universe too. It is another good short story in music form, about the
emergency evacuation of a space station.

Aron Insinga

------------------------------

Date: 30 Nov 90 21:55:50 GMT
From: erich@amongst.cs.caltech.edu (Erich Schneider)
Subject: Re: Cherryh's Union/Alliance books

Many stories ostensibly in the Union-Alliance-Earth-Compact metanovel have
little impact on the development of the whole. In fact, it is sometimes
difficult to detect the element which places them in the structure.

For example, the only real link from _Wave Without a Shore_ to the rest of
the whole is the mention of "Gehenna II" as one of the planets in the same
region of space as Freedom. The "Faded Sun" trilogy mentions the Alliance
in an offhand way; the same thing happens with the Union in the Morgaine
series and _Serpent's Reach_.

In sum, the best way to tell if something is U-A-E-C is if hyperdrive works
the way it does in the core books, or if a political structure is
mentioned. But don't expect those early books to influence much of the
"core" situation in said metanovel. (Cherryh's recent stuff doesn't deal
with the peripherals.)

erich@tybalt.caltech.edu
erich@through.caltech.edu

------------------------------

Date: 30 Nov 90 20:23:27 GMT
From: jmf@abacus.uucp (Joan Frankel)
Subject: Re: How about CJ Cherryh?

edwardlo@aludra.usc.edu (Edward Lopez) writes:
>She's been writing some fantasy novels with a Russian setting.  _Rusalka_
>and _Chernevog_, the second of which is brand new.  I haven't read them
>myself.
>
>I really liked her _The Dreamstone_ and _The Tree of Sword and Jewels_.
>Last month's Interzone included the comment "if you must read Celtic
>fantasy, then read these." The only other Cherryh I've read is most of
>_Visible Light_, but I like her enough to look for more. _Cyteen_'s on
>my shelf, but I hadn't known it was part of a series. Thanks for the
>warning, I prefer to read things in order.

Like every good sf author of recent years, I'd recommend early Cherryh over
recent.

The Morgaine series is a another great classic fantasy series, with
somewhat Celtic influence (that damn all-powerful sword that appears in
lots and lots of Celtoid fantasy is here with a vengeance.  I really liked
that sword the 1st time I met it, many, many years ago in Carol Kendall's
The Gammage Cup.  The thing has been somewhat overwielded since.) until she
trashes the whole thing by ending the latest book with a cliffhanger
snatched from the denoument of a very bad Doctor Who episode (Pirate
Planet).  Probably both Cherryh and I think Douglas Adams (who I think
wrote the Who episode) stole the bad plot twist from some "classic" I never
read.  It has that kind of feeling to it.

Cyteen is NOT a series.  Well, it may be, it hangs at the end either
promisingly or threateningly, depending on your opinion of series, but the
actual only novel in it I know of is 1 large hardcover book split up into 3
paperbacks by the publisher, probably for reason of making more $$.
Whether you've got the whole thing on your shelf is problematic; check
against the library hardcover.

Rusalka is written in a muddy, somewhat self-indulgent style Cherryh has
used for most of her shared-world story contributions.  She was always good
at inferring things without actually stating them; lately, only while
assuming this particular style, she's gotten so sloppy that I can't always
tell what is supposed to be going on without stopping to try and plot it
out.  I don't resent it when Gene Wolfe leans heavily into similar
narrational obscurity; Cherryh just isn't as good at it.

The events are mostly narrated by the stream-of-consciousness observations
of the 2 major characters.  This stylistic borrowing from Dostoyevski
doesn't automatically make the novel "Russian" unless all Russians really
do walk around talking to themselves.  (I guess I have to put a 8-) here.)
The borrowed aspects of Russian mythology give more credence to the plot
than does her habit of always calling everybody "Somename
SomeothernameOvitch", even if they're on fire at the time, also a la the
big D.  (I carp here because she managed in The Palladin, a book also
written in a style reflective of a protagonist's ruminations, to cast a
hard-boiled look at feudal China without constantly referring to characters
as "Precious Flower" or some such rot.)

Rusalka concerns a downtrodden peasant boy and his down-on-his-luck
aristocratic travelling companion coming to terms with the knowledge that
the boy is a born wizard, and that wizards, Russian/Cherryh style, are
merely people who can change things by wishing at them, however
subconsciously.  The boy receives training of a sort, along with a lot of
abuse, from a mean old man, also a wizard, of course, who, being crabby and
desirous of impenetrable solitude, has stationed himself in the depths of a
very primeval forest but who would nevertheless like to enlist the boy's
trainable aid in regaining his daughter.  The daughter, of course, is dead,
and very dangerous.

It is definitely a different and refreshing take on wizardry; by the end of
the interminably long narrative you are convinced, along with the 2
wanderers, that everything the old creep claims is absolutely true, so the
novel "works".  I can't say I was dying for a sequel.
 

------------------------------

Date: 30 Nov 90 23:56:00 GMT
From: IBC6HSR@oac.ucla.edu ("hari ramachandran")
Subject: Cherryh's Rimrunners

Doug Yanaga (kuento@kuhab.cc.ukans.edu) on C.J. Cherryh's books
> Say, anyone out there know what CJ Cherryh's been up to since
> "Rimrunners"?  It was a slight letdown compared to the other Union/
> Alliance universe books, and I was wondering what was in the works.

I think Rimrunners was excellent for one main reason: In most of Cherryh's
books, she creates super-capable women and flawed men.  So the men are
actually more interesting as characters than the women, who are so self
sufficient and without vulnerability.

However, in her more recent books she has been moving away from that and in
Rimrunners, especially, the female protaganist is quite intriguing. She has
flaws and weaknesses. She gets scared. She is often in positions where she
is powerless ... all the things that Cherryh's male characters often go
through, but rarely her female characters.

One of her better books, in my opinion.

Hari Ramachandran
hsr@uclaph.physics.ucla.edu

------------------------------

Date: 1 Dec 90 14:56:44 GMT
From: netcom!aahz@claris.com (Dan Bernstein)
Subject: Re: Cherryh

I'm surprised no one has mentioned Cherryh's current shared-world venture,
_The Sword of Knowledge_.  As far as I know, this series (currently 3) has
*no* tie-in to the UA universe.  It's been co-written with Leslie Fish
(noted filk-writer), Nancy Asire, and Mercedes Lackey in that order.  The
three books are _A Dirge for Sabis_, _Wizard Spawn_, and _Reap the
Whirlwind_.  All three books so far have been top-notch, with care for both
the plot and the characters.  Since each of the co-authors takes most of
load (from what I understand), each of the three books has a certain
difference that is smoothed out by CJ (I presume).

------------------------------

Date: 3 Dec 90 10:45:00 GMT
From: DECNET@crnlgsm.bitnet
Subject: RE: C.J. Cherryh

First, in answer to  kuento@kuhub.cc.ukans.edu:

Yes, several of CJC's books take place in the Union/Alliance universe, but
few are really related, inasmuch as CJC generally does not write stories
that follow each other, with the possible exception of the recurrent
character of Signy Mallory which appears in both _Downbelow Station_ and
_Merchanter's Luck_.  During a signing for _Cyteen_, she did say clearly
that even though more stories in the Union/Alliance were probable, they
would most definitly not follow directly any previous story.

I was surprised also that nobody mentioned _Wave without a shore_, one of
my all-time favorites: though I love practically everything she has
written, IMHO _WwaS_ is a brilliant stylistic exercise, where the alien
point-of-view that CJC describes so well is really unexpected one, and it
demonstrates once more that CJC has a rare insight into human nature.

Regarding carole@rosevax.rosemount.com's question, I admit my perplexity: I
too, spent a lot of time thinking about the real murderer in _Cyteen_, and
while I feel very flattered that CJC did not stoop to details like spelling
out the answer, trusting to our intelligence, I was completely confused.

   It is not likely to have been Jordan, considering his attitude
afterwards, is it?
   It would not make sense for it to have been Dennis, because he had no
real cause (at the time).
   The same applies to Giraud.
   Could it be a third party, from outside Reseune, and if so, which or
whom?

Does anybody out there have a  solution to this puzzle? :-)

A.M.B

------------------------------

Date: 30 Nov 90 14:51:07 GMT
From: LAAAA43@cc1.kuleuven.ac.be (Peter Arien)
Subject: Frederik Pohl : Heechee 4 ??

Can anybody please e-mail me the title, publisher, etc.  of the fourth
Heechee book?

Peter Arien  
Universitair Rekencentrum
K.U.Leuven - Belgium     
LAAAA43@cc1.kuleuven.ac.be

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

		  Films - IT (5 msgs) & Predator (6 msgs)
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Date: 27 Nov 90 19:05:26 GMT
From: INFOSY11@uconnvm.bitnet (Mike Loux)
Subject: Re: SF-LOVERS Digest   V15 #400

Someone asked about the monster It, and just how It worked.  Well, I'm not
Stephen King, but I can certainly give my impression.  In Stephen King's
macroverse, there are two beings that are responsible for the activities in
the universe.  The first is the Turtle, who only watches.  He is
responsible for creating the universe, and he isn't much good for advice,
but he does help out every now and then. Second, there is It, who only
eats.  The entire town of Derry is just one big feeding ground for It, and
It was there long before man ever walked the face of the Earth.

Now, while It exists on the Earth, there is a part of It, the REAL It, if
you will, that exists in another dimension.  Because this other part of It
is so bizarre, and has no real substance, the human mind is incapable of
perceiving its true form, and the mere sight of It unmasked can prove
fatal, or at least result in insanity.  This "form" of It is called the
Deadlights.  The closest shape to the real thing that It can take is the
spider, although it is not quite a spider.

Now, my personal opinion on how the deadlights work is that the human mind
can take only so much, and when kids grow up they stop believing in the
horrors that kids believe in.  However, when an adult mind is exposed to
the reality of such a horror, it tends to overload, resulting in insanity,
or death.  I think that the deadlights work by bombarding the mind with
continuous thoughts about the reality of such beasties, and the mind, being
unable to handle it, short circuits.

The big reason Bill and the boys were able to overcome It was because they
still believed in magic.  Also, once It took the form of a spider, it was
subject to the same vulnerabilities spiders had.  As a result, they were
able to overcome it physically, after the mental battle had weakened it.
And while the movie left that whole bit out, and it did weaken the plot, I
still thought that the movie was well done, given the situation and the
amount of time available.  The book is better, of course, but the movie was
not that bad.  I'd watch it again.

Michael J. Loux
University of Connecticut
Computer Center
Information Systems Support
46 Tracy Rd.
Canterbury, CT. 06331
INFOSY11@UCONNVM

------------------------------

Date: 28 Nov 90 00:42:55 GMT
From: CANNING@intellicorp.com (Janet Canning)
Subject: IT

Okay, I like some King stuff and I was prepared to see a butchering anyway,
but I was extremely disappointed in that we never really figured out what
IT was.  I wanted to have the characters delve more into the past
occurrences, like where it could have come from, why it was there?  I
wanted to see more explanation of why it did what it did.
"Manefestations", I mean with all the power to manifest over miles, how
could it die so easy?  I also wanted a final confrontation with Pennywise
telling them what he truly was, a curses, spoiled again attitude.

Janet 

------------------------------

Date: 28 Nov 90 23:56:00 GMT
From: LAZARUS@ksuvm.ksu.edu (Barton Smith)
Subject: Answers about IT...

There were some questions about IT that I'll attempt to answer, remembering
as much as I can from the book.

***SPOILERS!!!***

>But the real reason I posted is to see if somebody could answer a couple
>of questions I have about IT as a whole.  One is where the use of
>satellite plot elements (Pennywise's preoccupation with "floating",
>Silver, "Deadlights", etc.) actually comes in.  The movie did almost no
>justice to

In the book, IT was actually an alien that crash-landed on Earth in the
vicinity of Derry, Maine a few thousand years earlier.  The spider-form, if
I remember correctly, was how the group perceived It collectively, because
their human minds couldn't comprehend It's true form.  "Floating" wasn't
explained in the book, as I recall, but it may have something to do with
the deadlights and their function.  In the book, both battles were taken to
another plane (possibly astral), and the deadlights were used by Bill, and
later Richie (they were emitted by It, we saw them in the movie, and used
against Audra to steal her mind) to enter this plane (leaving their
physical bodies behind) and fight It (and in the book, meet the Turtle,
which isn't even mentioned in the movie :( ).  "Floating" may refer to
being in that other plane, as it was described as a void (with no ground
and only one barrier, that being the point of no return) in the book.
While there, they "floated."

Silver, Bill's bike, had more meaning in the book also, as it was used to
escape from It's traps and forms several times.  And also, it was used to
bring Audra back out of her catatonic state from looking into the
deadlights and being trapped by It.  The yell of "Hi-yo Silver, Away!" also
seemed more of a talisman (pun intended, King fans :) ).

>me to my main question - just what is IT, in the first place?  I have seen
>IT's many forms, including the Great Spider at the end.  And when they
>kill the spider, they seem to think it's over.  This does not seem to make
>the least bit of sense.  It seemed to me that IT was a demon of some sort,
>that existed in more than one plane.  In that case, killing a physical
>manifestation (like the spider) wouldn't do a bit of good.  And, indeed,
>when the kids kill Pennywise at the end of the first part, it seems that
>they have just killed off a physical manifestation putting IT to sleep for
>30 years.  But, in that case, why are they so sure that, after killing the
>spider, that they haven't just put IT to sleep for another 30 years?
>Could somebody who has read the book please shed some light (excuse the
>imagery :}) on this for me?  Thanks.

As stated above, It was an alien with powerful psychic abilities.  It fed
on fear to replenish its psychic strength, as it also fed on the children
to grow physically stronger.  The first time the kids fought It, they
didn't actually kill it, but did weaken it and hurt it badly.  The second
time, they made it a point to hunt it down and kill It (they did so
graphically in the book.  In fact, It was pregnant, and layed over 300
eggs, which Ben made it a point to destroy!).  They killed it on the
physical plane after Richie defeated it on the psychic plane (using the
Voices, no less) and saved Bill.

There was a lot of material that the mini-series couldn't cover because of
it's lack of air-time (and the sensitivity of the subject matter), most of
it trivial, but a few chunks of story-line were also omitted.  The Turtle,
for example (another psychic extraterrestrial, only seen in the "astral"
plane.  "I created the Universe, son, but please don't be angry with me.  I
had a bellyache!"), a force of good and a symbol used several times by
King.  Also, there were the scars left on the Lucky Seven by It's
manifestations (Henry Bowers initials carved in Ben's belly, a round spot
on Beverly's arm, left from a bird-leech that was another boy's nightmare).

All in all, I would suggest reading the book if you watched the
mini-series, or even re-reading it if you've read it already!  The movie
couldn't do it any justice.

------------------------------

Date: 29 Nov 90 03:07:23 GMT
From: mute@wpi.wpi.edu (The Anti-Q)
Subject: We all float down here... (was Re: Answers about IT...)

There have been some comments about the "floating" mentioned by Pennywise
having to do with an alternate plane.

This just seems a bit over-pseudo-scientific to me. Remember, Pennywise is
usually speaking to the kids from the sewers, sewers which contain more
than a few corpses. I took it to mean that he was enticing them with
promises of floating, lighter than air, and having a good laugh at their
expense by actually meaning that their bodies would float on the scummy
sewer water.

What do you think?

Joshua Brandt
mute@wpi.WPI.EDU

------------------------------

Date: 26 Nov 90 23:40:21 GMT
From: wgarmil@hawk.ulowell.edu (WildCard)
Subject: Re: IT -- The Movie--questions, comments, and *spoilers*

If I remeber the book correctly, Bill twice confronted IT on its home plane
of existence.  He even had to pass a giant turtle (who got sick one day and
vomitted up the universe) on his was to reaching IT.  The first time, Bill
was a kid, and went to find out how to kill IT.  The second time, the lucky
7 had just killed the giant spider, and Bill went back to IT's home plane
to kill IT for good.  BTW, the giant turtle was dead when Bill went onto
that plane the second time.  IT had won its eternal war with the turtle.

wgarmil@hawk.ulowell.edu

------------------------------

Date: 27 Nov 90 12:56:08 GMT
From: adspp!beth@nstar.rn.com (Beth Bowers)
Subject: Hyperion-Predator

Which came first - Simmons' description of the Shrike in its mirrored
"combat clothes" or whatever (I'm not done with it yet) in Hyperion, or the
ET in Predator, which, besides having that same mirrored armor, looks a
lot like a Predator on the cover?

------------------------------

Date: 28 Nov 90 14:48:06 GMT
From: erich@near.cs.caltech.edu (Erich Schneider)
Subject: Re: Hyperion-Predator

beth@adspp.uucp (Beth Bowers) said:
> Which came first - Simmons' description of the Shrike in its mirrored
> "combat clothes" or whatever (I'm not done with it yet) in Hyperion, or
> the ET in Predator, which, besides having that same mirrored armor, looks
> a lot like a Predator on the cover?

The question is irrelevant. Note that the Shrike is drawn incorrectly on
the cover of both _Hyperion_ and _Fall of Hyperion_ (with two arms rather
than the proper four). Also, if you've gotten past "The Soldier's Tale" you
know the Shrike is far and away more powerful than any Predator.

Besides, why are you asking this question? Do you think Simmons is getting
his ideas from the film?

erich@tybalt.caltech.edu
erich@through.caltech.edu

------------------------------

Date: 28 Nov 90 17:56:51 GMT
From: rspelman@bsu-cs.bsu.edu (Brad Spelman)
Subject: Re: Predator II

greg@hoss.unl.edu (Hammer T. H.) writes:
>(* SPOILER ALERT *)
>...even though the Predator made the team using ultra-violet, it seems he
>really just picked up on their lights, which would give off some heat in
>themselves.  Looking directly at one of the suited men didn't show
>anything, even with the enhanced vision.

I hate to contradict you, but after seeing the movie last night, AT FIRST
it couldn't really see the men, just the lights, but after a bit it got
where it could see the suited men.  Possibly something in the device
"fine-tuned" its vision after a time so it could pick up the emissions.

BTW, did anyone notice the Alien skull mounted along with the human and
alien skulls?? Too cool.

rspelman@bsu.ucs.edu

------------------------------

Date: 28 Nov 90 19:32:55 GMT
From: PYC107@uriacc.bitnet (J Metz)
Subject: Re:  Predator II

   I was reading everyone's review, and it amazed me to see that few people
actually realized that most, if not all of the film was one big tongue in
cheek joke!

   They used so many devices from other movies, it wasn't funny.

   For example:

     Robocop.  The entire opening scene was straight out of robocop where
 the weapons are futuristic and the violence is gang-oriented.  Even the
 police vehicles were pretty much the same type (although Robo used Fords).

     Lethal Weapon.  Glover's shooting style and key phrases such as when
 he was on the ledge with the birds, etc.  Also, did you people forget who
 was the major baddy in that movie?  That's right, our old friend Gary
 Bussey.

     Alien.  Already been mentioned.

     Die Hard.  Elevator shafts.

     Predator.  You notice that it is *exactly* the same line Arnold said
 when he first saw the predator too?

   Don't forget that nearly every character in the movie had a part in some
 other police/adventure/emergency movie.

   There was the captain from Die Hard. The pock-faced guy.
   Maria Conchita Alonzo, if I'm not mistaken, was in Aliens as Vasquez.
   Danny Glover, Gary Bussey, Kent McCord, and Gary Bussey's government
     buddy were all in other shows.

The only other thing that I forgot to mention was the fact that the Bernie
Goetz scene was the other tongue in cheek device.  Nice touch when the rest
of the people on board showed up loaded, n'est pas?

Anyone wonder why the Predator had dreadlocks?

------------------------------

Date: 29 Nov 90 02:56:51 GMT
From: jcr@mbunix.mitre.org (Rogers)
Subject: Predator II

Robert J Woodhead writes:
> The Predator didn't go after non-combatants, and, you may recall, he
> spared Maria because she was pregnant.
> Whatever else the aliens are, they are _honorable_.  This was a nice
> touch.

Hey, I'm sorry, but I can't think of it as a nice touch.  All I can
consider it to be is stupid inconsistency. I mean, come on, these creatures
display incredibly little regard for life throughout both movies.  To
suppose that they then spare someone just because she's PREGNANT is totally
ridiculous! Sorry, I just find it unbelievable.

Also, it didn't come across to me that THAT was necessarily the reason she
was spared.

Yeah, I know, the Predators are sentient, and sentient creatures can
develop some pretty bizarre cultural taboos (witness humans), and that
could certainly explain an otherwise incongruous hesitancy to kill pregnant
humans, but I really don't believe that was in the minds of the writer(s)
of this movie. I think they (or somebody) just didn't care.

Am I the only person who was disappointed by this movie?

I found it full of incredible inconsistencies and stupid flaws. Like: how
do you get your spaceship buried underneath a building in the middle of a
crowded city without anyone being the wiser? And how come the ship looked
about 40-50 feet wide when it was underground, yet when Danny Glover comes
walking out of the hole, the trench left by the ship is only about 10 feet
wide? Like: why did the other Predators just ignore Glover in their ship?
Like: why were bullets apparently bouncing right off the Predator's chest
early in the movie, but then they pierce his flesh in the meat warehouse?

Ah, well, why bother with further analysis? By the time Glover got into the
ship underground, I no longer expected anything about this movie to make
sense anyway.

Now, I didn't think it was all bad. For about the first 45 minutes, I
thought it was the equal of the first film. Then it gradually began to
succumb to the bane of so many bad SF films: things happening for no
apparent reason.

And hey! I admit without hesitation that the thing had great pacing and
lots of action - really, I quite enjoyed it! Had the projector broken down
45 minutes into the film, I would have walked out saying, "Yeah, I've gotta
get back to see the rest of this!"

I guess I've just grown intolerant of stupid movies. When, with just a bit
more work, one can devise a story that IS internally consistent and is NOT
stupid, why not do so? The whole thing is then so much more enjoyable! The
other pleasures of the movie (visceral action etc.) aren't spoiled and
nobody needs to make excuses like, "It's just a dumb SF movie anyway." Many
things can be explained with just a bit of dialog; e.g. Glover's statement
that he pried the Predator's tool from the hand of Ruben Blades' corpse,
explaining that his posession of it came about through action that took
place off-stage; otherwise his posession of the tool would have been
another one of the things I've been complaining about.

Ok, ok, I'll get down off my soapbox now.

------------------------------

Date: 29 Nov 90 21:07:24 GMT
From: kwatts@tahquitz.eng.sun.com (Kevin L. Watts(ESG Forever!))
Subject: Re: Predator II

jcr@MBUNIX.MITRE.ORG (Rogers) writes:
>Hey, I'm sorry, but I can't think of it as a nice touch.  All I can
>consider it to be is stupid inconsistency. I mean, come on, these
>creatures display incredibly little regard for life throughout both
>movies. To suppose that they then spare someone just because she's
>PREGNANT is totally ridiculous! Sorry, I just find it unbelievable.

While some hunters may have no scruples, most I believe either have some
ethics or respect for the spieces being hunted. If all hunters killed
without regard they could deplete the spiece beyond viability and then what
would they hunt? There are laws concerning hunting, seasons in which
trophies can be taken and such. I belive that taking pregnant specimens is
either against the law or unethical hunting practice.  Any group of hunters
for sport must have some traditions, laws, customs, or ethics, or the prey
may become extinct. It may be as simple as perception or peer presure.
Perhaps Preditors don't consider it macho to take a pregnant specimen. Or
Average specie size may have something to do with it. There are laws
concerning the size of fish that can be taken.

   While you may not believe that Preditors have or would obey laws of this
nature, I would find it hard to believe that a civilization that can build
starships, and survive each other, dont have laws, customs, traditions, or
what ever.

Kev

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Today's Topics:

     Books - Crichton (2 msgs) & Heinlein (2 msgs) & Kurtz (2 msgs) &
             Nelson (3 msgs) & Saberhagen (2 msgs) & Simmons (3 msgs)
             Japanese Short SF & Requests (3 msgs) & An Answer

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 30 Nov 90 18:21:05 GMT
From: plw@sgfb.ssd.ray.com (Paul L. White)
Subject: Jurassic Park

Jurassic Park by Micheal Crichton.

Without throwing in any spoilers, I just wanted to state my $.02 that I
found it a pretty good read.

If you remember Andromeda Strain, you'll know that Crichton's genre is the
hard science type of science fiction.  His writing has improved with
Jurrasic Park. Along with the his lay descriptions of mathematics (chaos
theory), paleontology, molecular genetics (gene splicing), and computer
science (Crays), Crichton's builds palpable suspense with descriptions that
really provide a reader with a mental vision of what's happening in the
story.

The title just about tells the story.  A really rich guy who's been
fascinated with dinosaurs, has found a way to dig the DNA out of dinosaur
bones and the fluids of blood sucking insects trapped in amber, to
replicate dinosaurs all on an isolated island off the coast of Costa Rica.
His plan is to turn the island into a high priced tourist attraction.

But, the rich guy should have read Frankenstein.  

Enough said?

You could probably wait until this book comes out in paperback.  Or wait 
until the movie.  This book was definitely the precursor of a screenplay.

Paul White
plw@rayssdb

------------------------------

Date: 30 Nov 90 16:06:32 GMT
From: gerlekm@merrimack.edu
Subject: Re: Jurassic Park

plw@sgfb.ssd.ray.com (Paul L. White) writes:
> Jurassic Park by Micheal Crichton.

Heard a radio interview with Crichton just the other night; sounds really
good, and I'm going to get my copy soon. But, I'm probably way off base,
but I could've sworn the title was _Dinosaur_Park_, not _Jurassic_Park_?!

> You could probably wait until this book comes out in paperback.  Or wait
> until the movie.  This book was definitely the precursor of a screenplay.

Apparently Spielberg is going to do it, sometime in the '92-'94 timeframe.

------------------------------

Date: 1 Dec 90 20:16:43 GMT
From: edwardlo@aludra.usc.edu (Edward Lopez)
Subject: Re: Please tell me about Heinlein's Lazarus Long series

aahz@netcom.UUCP (Dan Bernstein) writes:
>How do you know he didn't *mean* the Lazarus Long series.  That self-same
>TSBTS that you criticize so roundly is *not* IMAO a Future History book,
>but *is* a "Lazarus Long" book.  The same applies to _Number of the
>Beast_. 

** tiny little spoilers, not to mention pedantic cataloging **

Well, if we define stories in a series as those taking place in one common
universe, _TNotB_, _The Cat Who Walks Through Walls_ and _To Sail Beyond
the Sunset_ become uncategorizable. :-) Given we're just talking about
labels, there are going to be a zillion different opinions (and all of them
correct, of course). But, anyway, I think it's appropriate to characterize
_To Sail Beyond the Sunset_ as Future History, being primarily the life of
one person living during all the events and changes and advancements of
Future History. But it's also firmly in the Lazarus Long series whose
setting is cross-universal.

Someone recently asked whether we should count everything that features any
of the characters we see in the Lazarus Long books as part of the series,
and I rejected it out of hand (not in a posting, mind you) being just how
much of Heinlein that would encompass. But on second thought, I realized
the person had a good point. _The Cat Who Walks Through Walls_ is almost as
dependent on _The Moon is a Harsh Mistress_ as it is _The Number of the
Beast_.

Which brings me to something I found fun reading _TCWWTW_ - trying to
figure out which Heinlein universes were in common.

There's the Future History universe, embracing the stories in _The Past
Through Tomorrow_, plus a couple more from _Expanded Universe_, most
notably "Let There Be Light", but also "Searchlight" and the one about the
boy striving to be an eagle-scout on all of Earth, Venus and Luna, _Time
Enough For Love_, and included in _TNotB_, _TCWWTW_, _TSBtS_.

"All You Zombies" also gets retconned (stealing a term from r.a.comics for
any who might not recognize it.  To retcon something is to retroactively
make it a part of the continuity) into the Lazarus Long series.

And _The Rolling Stones_, _The Moon is a Harsh Mistress_, _Stranger in a
Strange Land_ and possibly _Friday_ become set in one universe, which is
also featured prominently in _TCWWTW_. (The claim for _Friday_ is based
entirely on one offhand reference to shipstones in _TCWWTW_, which is set
sufficiently far in the future from _TMiaHM_ and _SiaSL_ that it's
plausible the power shakeups in _Friday_'s setting might have occurred.)

It's been about six years since I read _TCWWTW_ so I'm probably
misremembering things that occurred to me then. Anyone else have any
Heinlein stories that can be squeezed into common universes?

edwardlo@aludra.usc.edu
usereaff@rpitsmts.bitnet
zed@mts.rpi.edu

------------------------------

Date: 2 Dec 90 06:59:32 GMT
From: hsv3!mvp@vicom.com (Mike Van Pelt)
Subject: Re: Please tell me about Heinlein's Lazarus Long series

laajarinne@cc.helsinki.fi writes:
>Heinlein's Lazarus Long books in the GOOD READING GUIDE !?  Oh, no! World
>is going nuts...

Well, it depends.  The earlier stuff was quite good.  _Methusaleh's
Children_ was classic Heinlein.  _Time Enough for Love_ is kind of mixed;
it's really a collection of shorter fiction in the guise of Lazarus Long's
memoirs, and is mostly pretty good.  One segment, "The Tale of the Adopted
Daughter", is possibly the best thing Heinlein ever wrote.

The later books tend to be the first half of a good Heinlein novel, at
which point Lazarus Long and his Gang of Time-Traveling Sex Maniacs barge
on-stage, kick over all the scenery, and drag everyone off to Tertius.  I
was very glad this *didn't* happen in _Friday_ or _Job_.

Mike Van Pelt
..ames!vsi1!v7fs1!mvp

------------------------------

Date: 2 Dec 90 13:41:27 GMT
From: gerlekm@merrimack.edu
Subject: Next Deryni Novel - *WHEN*?!

I hesitate to bring this up again, but:

I had heard pretty solidly back mid-Sept. that Katherine Kurtz's next
Deryni novel was due out in November.  It's now December second, and I
haven't seen anything yet. Anyone know anything?

------------------------------

Date: 3 Dec 90 01:18:53 GMT
From: netcom!dani@claris.com (Dani Zweig)
Subject: Re: Next Deryni Novel - *WHEN*?!

"Deryni Magic" is due out this month.  But it's not a novel, it's a
grimoire: a collection of spells, rituals, etc.

Dani Zweig

------------------------------

Date: 2 Dec 90 22:58:01 GMT
From: gerlekm@merrimack.edu
Subject: Re: Next Deryni Novel - *WHEN*?!

dani@netcom.UUCP (Dani Zweig) writes:
> "Deryni Magic" is due out this month.  But it's not a novel, it's a
> grimoire: a collection of spells, rituals, etc.

(a) Is "this month" meaning November or December?
(b) When is the next novel due?

------------------------------

Date: 2 Dec 90 08:12:08 GMT
From: gt6502a@prism.gatech.edu (BLAKE)
Subject: William Blake

   I was in a bookstore recently, and saw a book titled _Blake's Return_ or
_Blake's Revenge_ or something like that by R.F. Nelson. He wrote at least
one other book too titled _Timequest_. Both books seem to be about William
Blake and time travel?. Has anybody read these books ? Are they any good ?
I'm really interested.

Jason William Blake
Georgia Institute of Technology
Atlanta Georgia, 30332
uucp:	  ...!{decvax,hplabs,ncar,purdue,rutgers}!gatech!prism!gt6502a
Internet: gt6502a@prism.gatech.edu

------------------------------

Date: 3 Dec 90 05:46:01 GMT
From: troly@ironwood.math.ucla.edu (Bret Jolly)
Subject: Re: William Blake

gt6502a@prism.gatech.EDU (BLAKE) writes:
>I was in a bookstore recently, and saw a book titled _Blake's Return_ or
>_Blake's Revenge_ or something like that by R.F. Nelson. He wrote at least
>one other book too titled _Timequest_. Both books seem to be about William
>Blake and time travel?. Has anybody read these books ? Are they any good ?
>I'm really interested.

   I've read a book by R.F. Nelson called _Blake's Progress_.  It didn't
fit in with my ideas on Blake at all, but it may still be weird enough to
be worth reading.

Bret Jolly
          

------------------------------

Date: 3 Dec 90 07:50:46 GMT
From: farrell@batserver.cs.uq.oz.au (Friendless)
Subject: Re: William Blake

gt6502a@prism.gatech.EDU (BLAKE) writes:
>Both books seem to be about William Blake and time travel?.

William Blake also appears in OSC's Alvin Maker books. He is calledn
"Taleswapper".

------------------------------

Date: 30 Nov 90 18:42:13 GMT
From: twells@eecs.cs.pdx.edu (Dark Tangent)
Subject: Re: Saberhagen:another lost sword ???

cs170063623@vger.nsu.edu writes:
> Does anyone know when to expect Fred Saberhagen to publish the "Fifth
>book of lost swords. I have just finished the fourth and I'm wondering if
>there will be a second triad or what?  

Well it was released some time back. Its Coinspinner's Story. IMHO it was
too short and the ending was very abrupt leaving much hanging.

The list of Lost Sword books so far:
   Woundhealer's Story
   Sightblinder's Story
   Stonecutter's Story
   Farslayer's Story
   Coinspinner's Story

I think Coinspinner's Story is even out in paperback now. But I'm not sure.
Hope this helps.

Tabor Wells
twells@eecs.cs.pdx.edu

------------------------------

Date: 1 Dec 90 05:26:32 GMT
From: newspost@umbc3.umbc.edu (News  posting account)
Subject: Saberhagen's Swords

   Book Six of The Lost Swords, The Mindsword's Story, is available in
hardback.

------------------------------

Date: 29 Nov 90 21:17:19 GMT
From: kevin@maspar.com (Kevin S. Van Horn)
Subject: Hyperion

Can somebody explain to me why _Hyperion_ has been such an acclaimed novel?
I read it and was furious when I got to the end. The author filled up 480
pages and STILL DIDN'T FINISH THE STORY.  The whole book builds up to one
climactic moment, then abruptly ends just before that moment is reached.
Not one of the scores of questions raised and plotlines spun off throughout
the novel is resolved.  Add to this the kind of pseudoscientific
gobbledygook that I have come to expect from Star Trek but not from serious
science fiction, and you have a novel that I found quite dissatisfying.

Kevin S. Van Horn
kevin@argosy.maspar.com

------------------------------

Date: 2 Dec 90 23:41:03 GMT
From: erich@toward.cs.caltech.edu (Erich Schneider)
Subject: Re: Hyperion

kevin@argosy.UUCP (Kevin S. Van Horn) said:
> Can somebody explain to me why _Hyperion_ has been such an acclaimed
> novel?  I read it and was furious when I got to the end. The author
> filled up 480 pages and STILL DIDN'T FINISH THE STORY.  The whole book
> builds up to one climactic moment, then abruptly ends just before that
> moment is reached.  Not one of the scores of questions raised and
> plotlines spun off throughout the novel is resolved.  Add to this the
> kind of pseudoscientific gobbledygook that I have come to expect from
> Star Trek but not from serious science fiction, and you have a novel that
> I found quite dissatisfying.

The same thing can be said of _The Fellowship of the Ring_. The answer
there? Go read the rest of _Lord of the Rings_.

In your case, go read _Fall of Hyperion_, which contains the second half of
the story.

By the way, since _Hyperion_/_Fall of Hyperion_ is one of my favorite
science fiction stories: which "pseudoscientific gobbledygook" are you
objecting to, and what do you consider "serious science fiction" that
doesn't have it? I can think of very little science fiction that doesn't
contain elements that could be labeled unscientific or pseudoscientific.

erich@tybalt.caltech.edu
erich@through.caltech.edu

------------------------------

Date: 3 Dec 90 00:56:55 GMT
From: ingram@milton.u.washington.edu (Douglas Ingram)
Subject: Re: Hyperion

kevin@argosy.maspar.com writes:
>Can somebody explain to me why _Hyperion_ has been such an acclaimed
>novel?  I read it and was furious when I got to the end. The author
>filled up 480 pages and STILL DIDN'T FINISH THE STORY.  The whole book
>builds up to one climactic moment, then abruptly ends just before that
>moment is reached.  Not one of the scores of questions raised and
>plotlines spun off throughout the novel is resolved.  Add to this the kind
>of pseudoscientific gobbledygook that I have come to expect from Star Trek
>but not from serious science fiction, and you have a novel that I found
>quite dissatisfying.

   Whew!  Hey, I guess everyone's entitled to their own opinion.  You're
one of the few I've heard from who didn't like this book.  Here are some of
the reasons I think it is so good: First of all, I thought Sol Weintraub's
and Father Dure's tale were both stunning.  Secondly, Simmons didn't waste
much time with "pseudoscientific" things, he used SF when it was demanded
by the plots, but hardly more than that.  Thirdly, it was very refreshing
to read Simmons' style.

   To tell you the truth, I would have been perfectly satisfied had Simmons
chosen to end the story at the end of the first book.  Sure, there were a
few dangling plot threads, but I think Simmons accomplished his goal of
giving the reader a feel for his future and telling some incredible short
stories in the process.  If you really want to have all of your questions
answered, then you'll appreciate the second book.  I had mixed feelings
about it because I felt it would have been elegant had Simmons stopped it
at one book, but _Fall_of_Hyperion_ was a plausible conclusion, though not
nearly so satisfying as the first book.  Not that the second book was
bad, I just can't see how he could top some of the stories in the first
book!

Doug Ingram
ingram@u.washington.edu
ingram@uwaphast.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 29 Nov 90 19:58:44 GMT
From: soren@bu-geo.bu.edu (Soren Ryherd)
Subject: Japanese Short SF

  I just noticed a collection of "best" Japanese SF that recently came out.
Has anyone read this yet?  Is it at all interesting?  I have no idea what
Japanese SF is like.

Soren Ryherd
Boston University Center for Remote Sensing
soren@bu-geo.bu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 30 Nov 90 20:17:59 GMT
From: sprenkle@alexia.lis.uiuc.edu (Peter Sprenkle)
Subject: short story info

   I am trying to locate a short story, probably written in the 70's, in
which a pack of automobiles are tormenting a wounded bus before killing it
off.  My dad told me about it, but can't recall the title or the author.
It would have been in a published anthology.

   Any help would be gratefully accepted.

Peter Sprenkle
sprenkle@alexia.lis.uiuc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 30 Nov 90 20:20:51 GMT
From: sonja@genie.gene.com (Sonja Bock)
Subject: Looking for a short story

I'm looking for the complete reference for a short story I read about 10
years ago.  I think the title is "(The) Kingmaker".  It's a time- travel
story about a political figure and a historian separated by 500 year in
time.

When the historian is a young student, time travel is developed with a
finite range, allowing him to travel back 500 years and meet his subject as
an Elder Statesman.  As the historian gets older, the time travel
technology increases in range and his trips back for interviews intercept
the life of the "kingmaker" at increasingly earlier dates.

As the historian gets older, the "kingmaker" that he meets gets younger.
The way this sliding relationship affects the two is very interesting.

I read the story in an anthology of award-winning stories, or something
like that.  I had the impression that the author was female, but I'm not at
all sure.

Does anyone recognize the story?

Thanks.

Sonja Bock

------------------------------

Date: 2 Dec 90 08:12:08 GMT
From: gt6502a@prism.gatech.edu (BLAKE)
Subject: Request

Sombody posted something about a book or a short story called _The Girl,
the Gold Watch and Everything_ I can't find it anywhere. Could somebody
tell me the author and if this is the correct title.

Jason William Blake
Georgia Institute of Technology
Atlanta Georgia, 30332
uucp:	  ...!{decvax,hplabs,ncar,purdue,rutgers}!gatech!prism!gt6502a
Internet: gt6502a@prism.gatech.edu

------------------------------

Date: 1 Dec 90 17:07:26 GMT
From: abl@dart.ece.cmu.edu (Antonio Leal)
Subject: Re: name that book request time...

ggm@brolga.cc.uq.oz.au (George Michaelson) writes:
>Non Human race fly spaceships. Humans buy seats.
[...]
>Story concerns a ship that gets sabotaged and how crew/passengers
>cooperate to limp home and go on to unify life the universe and
>everything.

Courtesy of John Wenn's booklist for Harry Harrison:

   Harrison, Harry & Dickson, Gordon
      The Lifeship [1976] [aka "Lifeboat"]

Antonio B. Leal
Dept. of Electrical and Computer Engineering
Carnegie Mellon University
Pittsburgh, PA. 15213   U.S.A.
[412] 268-2937
abl@ece.cmu.edu

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	      Books - Cherryh (2 msgs) & Donaldson (6 msgs) &
                      Harness (3 msgs) & Heinlein (3 msgs) &
                      John Saul

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 3 Dec 90 21:13:00 GMT
From: HOWELL@whitman.bitnet (DAVE HOWELL)
Subject: Cherryh not mentioned.

Well, *I'm* surprised that nobody's mentioned her strange little series
_Merovingian_Nights_. Was it that bad, or obscure? She seems to have
abandoned it, and I found it somewhat interesting, although I got a hold of
the books a couple months apart and thus promptly lost track of who hated
whom when.

Dave Howell
User Support Specialist
Whitman College                         
Bitnet: HOWELL@WHITMAN  
Internet: howell@whitman.bitnet  

------------------------------

Date: 4 Dec 90 00:42:45 GMT
From: rxcjm@minyos.xx.rmit.oz.au (John Mazzocchi)
Subject: Re: Cherryh not mentioned.

HOWELL@whitman.BITNET (DAVE HOWELL) writes:
>Well, *I'm* surprised that nobody's mentioned her strange little series
>_Merovingian_Nights_. Was it that bad, or obscure? She seems to have
>abandoned it, and I found it somewhat interesting, although I got a hold
>of the books a couple months apart and thus promptly lost track of who
>hated whom when.

Actually, it's "Merovingen Nights". This is one of those "shared
world/universe/whatever" series of books.

The first one was "Merovingen Nights: The Angel in the Sword" which Cherryh
wrote. Not bad. Entertaining enough. Not her best by a long stretch.

Then came about another 5 or 6 (so far) all titled "Merovingen Nights:
something-or-other". I think the latest is "Floodtide". I stopped after the
first two.  I was getting very bored very quickly.

No, I don't think they're obscure - DAW Books publishes them.

John Mazzocchi
Melbourne, Victoria
Australia
rxcjm@minyos.xx.rmit.oz.au

------------------------------

Date: 3 Dec 90 20:22:36 GMT
From: jpollock@eagle.wesleyan.edu
Subject: Stephen Donaldson

Does anyone know if Donaldson intends to start up with the "Thomas
Covenant" series again, perhaps having Linden Avery as the main character?
I mean, the way "White Gold Wielder" ended made it sound as if there was
going to be another book.

Jpollock@eagle.wesleyan.edu

------------------------------

Date: 3 Dec 90 21:47:56 GMT
From: iho@cac.washington.edu (Il Oh)
Subject: Re: Stephen Donaldson

jpollock@eagle.wesleyan.edu writes:
>Does anyone know if Donaldson intends to start up with the "Thomas
>Covenant" series again, perhaps having Linden Avery as the main character?
>I mean, the way "White Gold Wielder" ended made it sound as if there was
>going to be another book.

I seriously doubt it.  I've read some excerpts from an interview with him
when he talked about the second chronicles.  He said that he originally
didn't want to write it.  What Mr. Del Rey did to entice him was to make
lots of suggestions about what should happen.  Finally, Mr. Donaldson said,
"No, if I were to write it, here's how it would go."  The rest, as they
say, is history.

Besides, I didn't get the feeling there was going to be any more at the end
of _White Gold WIelder_.  Of course, _The Power That Preserves_ had a
pretty definite ending.

Il Hwan Oh
University of Washington
Tacoma
iho@cac.washington.edu

------------------------------

Date: 4 Dec 90 00:57:50 GMT
From: 6600dadg@ucsbuxa.ucsb.edu (Mark Dadgar)
Subject: Re: Stephen Donaldson

iho@cac.washington.edu (Il Oh) writes:
jpollock@eagle.wesleyan.edu writes:
>>Does anyone know if Donaldson intends to start up with the "Thomas
>>Covenant" series again, perhaps having Linden Avery as the main
>>character?  I mean, the way "White Gold Wielder" ended made it sound as
>>if there was going to be another book.
>
>I seriously doubt it.  I've read some excerpts from an interview with him

I seriously hope not.  Much as I love both Covenant series', Linden Avery
had to be the most irritating character I've come across in many, many
years.  I'm not saying that she wasn't perfect for her role in the story,
but Lord I don't think I could stomache her for three more books,
*especially* as the main character!

I know I know: "Then DON'T READ THEM!"  :)  :)

Mark Dadgar
6600dadg@ucsbuxa.ucsb.edu

------------------------------

Date: 4 Dec 90 01:35:04 GMT
From: tlynch@tybalt.caltech.edu (Timothy W. Lynch)
Subject: Re: Stephen Donaldson

jpollock@eagle.wesleyan.edu writes:
>Does anyone know if Donaldson intends to start up with the "Thomas
>Covenant" series again, perhaps having Linden Avery as the main character?
>I mean, the way "White Gold Wielder" ended made it sound as if there was
>going to be another book.

I don't know, and I'm somewhat split on the issue.

Half of me really wants him to, because the series was magnificent.

The other half of me says that as is, the series has a fairly good sense of
closure, so why take the risk?  Besides, I'm not sure I could stand a
series w/o Covenant.  I liked Linden Avery, but she works better as a
counterpart to TC than as a main character in her own right, I think.

Tim Lynch
BITNET:  tlynch@citjuliet
INTERNET:  tlynch@juliet.caltech.edu
UUCP:  ...!ucbvax!tlynch%juliet.caltech.edu@hamlet.caltech.edu

------------------------------

Date: 4 Dec 90 05:21:59 GMT
From: brendan@batserver.cs.uq.oz.au (Brendan Mahony)
Subject: Re: Stephen Donaldson

jpollock@eagle.wesleyan.edu writes:
>Does anyone know if Donaldson intends to start up with the "Thomas
>Covenant" series again, perhaps having Linden Avery as the main character?
>I mean, the way "White Gold Wielder" ended made it sound as if there was
>going to be another book.

One hopes there won't be any more stories about Thomas Covenant. He is
after all seriously dead.

I saw Donaldson talk at the ANU in Canberra when the second series came out
and he indicated that he was still interested in the Land as a setting for
stories. He was especially intrigued by the people who breed and care for
those super horses. It would be nice to see more of the Land, but
preferably some light weight fare, maybe short stories.

Brendan Mahony
Department of Computer Science   
University of Queensland         
Australia                        
brendan@batserver.cs.uq.oz       

------------------------------

Date: 4 Dec 90 06:11:44 GMT
From: iho@cac.washington.edu (Il Oh)
Subject: Re: Stephen Donaldson

brendan@batserver.cs.uq.oz.au writes:
>I saw Donaldson talk at the ANU in Canberra when the second series came
>out and he indicated that he was still interested in the Land as a setting
>for stories. He was especially intrigued by the people who breed and care
>for those super horses. It would be nice to see more of the Land, but
>preferably some light weight fare, maybe short stories.

Yes!  That's _exactly_ what I'd been hoping.  I've wanted to find out what
happened to the Ranyhyn (sp?) and the Ramen.  Short stories are _perfect_
for this.  He could also write about the Haruchai.  That's what was cool
about _Gildenfire_.  We got to find out about the Haruchai culture.

Il Hwan Oh
University of Washington
Tacoma
iho@cac.washington.edu

------------------------------

Date: 27 Nov 90 21:49:00 GMT
From: DECNET@crnlgsm.bitnet
Subject: Re: Harness and Maxwell

parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu (Greg Parmentier) writes:
>and invite discussion about these authors/works.  I'm not trying to list
>all works by the authors, just my favorites.  Most of these works are not
[...]
>Charles Harness
>   The Catalyst
>   The Paradox Men
>   The Rose
>   The Venetian Court
>   The Ring of Ritornel
>
>Ann Maxwell
>   A Dead God Dancing
>   The Jaws of Menx
>   Name of a Shadow
>   The Singer Enigma
>
>   Harness and Maxwell are similar in that they both tend to give books
>that culminate in facinating endings.  To give a direct quote from a
>friend who borrowed two Maxwell books: "That lady waxes incomprehensibly
>fantastic at the end of her books." ( flame retardant: it was a female
>friend using the term 'lady'. )

Well, not that I want to disagree per se, but I do not really understand
how you can compare Harness and Maxwell.  Granted, I have never seen the
titles you quote for Maxwell, but I have read the Dancer's trilogy
(_Dancer's Luck_ and all that) and another book, _Fireshadow_ or something
like that a few years ago, and her stuff struck me as rather formulaic and
overall not very good: neither the story nor the writing.

On the other hand, I am a fan of Charles L. Harness, in spite of the gap of
several years during which he did not write at all.  His latest novel,
_Lurid Dreams_ came out a few months ago, but it may not be a
representative example of his best writing.

However, _The Ring of Ritornel_ is one of my favorite books and is an SF
classic whether you appreciate Harness or not; and _The Rose_ is another
beautiful example of Harness forceful and poetic style.  He also wrote a
number of short stories, one of which I've never known the title of, which
was about this old inventor who had three sons, two of which competed over
his company and the wife of one of them, the third having officially
disappeared into the ranks of faceless 'healers', but who in fact had been
sent by his organization to take care of his father and spy on him.  The
conclusion was rather convoluted, involving time paradoxes all round:
anybody remember that story' s title and where I could find it?

A.M.B

------------------------------

From: parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu
Date: 28 Nov 90 01:36:44 GMT
Subject: Re: Harness and Maxwell

DECNET@crnlgsm.BITNET writes:
> parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu (Greg Parmentier) writes:
>>   Harness and Maxwell are similar in that they both tend to give books
>>that culminate in facinating endings. [...]
>
>Well, not that I want to disagree per se, but I do not really understand
>how you can compare Harness and Maxwell.  Granted, I have never seen the
>titles you quote for Maxwell, but I have read the Dancer's trilogy
>(_Dancer's Luck_ and all that) and another book, _Fireshadow_ or something
>like that a few years ago, and her stuff struck me as rather formulaic and
>overall not very good: neither the story nor the writing...

   My point here was that in both cases the books seem very straight-
forward until close to the end, and then some twist comes in that alters
our perception of what's going on, but at the same time doesn't invalidate
what came before.  I'll agree that Maxwell is not as good literary-wise as
Harness, but I've actually more enjoyed the Maxwell in my collection.  I
suppose one of her problems is that the scope of the problems in her books
tend toward making them seem formulaic.  One can only save so many races
within her gallactic civilization without having similarities.
   The Dancer trilogy is, in my opinion, the weakest of Maxwell's work.
This is why I didn't even list it.  If you can find them, try either _A
Dead God Dancing_ or _The Jaws of Menx_.
   As for Harness, my favorites are his older ones: _The Ring of Ritornel_
and _The Rose_.  I'll have to find his newest, since I don't remember
seeing it.

Gregg Parmentier
parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu

------------------------------

Date: 29 Nov 90 17:37:50 GMT
From: borsom@imokay.Berkeley.EDU (Doug Borsom)
Subject: Re: Harness and Maxwell

Harness's short story "The New Reality" has been a favorite of mine since I
first read it in the early sixties.

The final scene is a science-fiction cliche, but the story does just fine,
anyway.

The story posits that reality is mutable, changing to fit the concensus
belief in it.  Due to the accelerating rate of change over recent
centuries, reality has changed rapidly as well.  There is a threat that too
much change, too quickly, could destroy reality.

That's where the reality police (don't recall what they're actually called
in the story) come in.  They work to see that the pace of change is
controlled.

And then there is the genius bent on destroying (with a wonderfully
ingenious invention) reality.

Great story.  Turned me into an instant fan of Harness.

------------------------------

Date: 3 Dec 90 23:15:00 GMT
From: MJENKIN@opie.bgsu.edu
Subject: Heinlein's Future History

In response to a recent posting by Edward Lopez:

If you're going to tie _Friday_ in because of the mention of Shipstones,
then you might consider tying in _Starship Troopers_; I recall that Richard
Ames aka Colin Campbell made a reference to making a "drop" in _The Cat Who
Walks Through Walls_.

Heinlein Comment #2: RAH seemed to be pretty free with his titles.  Some
were bang-on (_Friday_ after the main character, etc.) but some were
extremely tangential, to say the least.  For instance, HIS original
intended title for _Moon is a Harsh Mistress_ was _Brass Cannon_,
apparently after a brass cannon he'd seen or picked up somewhere on
vacation (according to _Grumbles From the Grave_); it survives as the
emblem of the Loonies after the revolt.  _The Cat Who Walks Through Walls_
is really not named that for any more reason than the fact that a cat
appears in it for a few pages.  _To Sail Beyond the Sunset _ isn't much
better, except that the title turned out to be prophetic.

Heinlein Comment #3: I'm a little tired of seeing _Number of the Beast_
blasted.  Given, it is not one of his best, and probably should have been a
bit shorter.  But I'm quite certain that it was written in tribute of
science fiction in general and E.E. "Doc" Smith in particular.  Reasoning:
Heinlein was a great fan/friend of "Doc," as anyone who's read _Expanded
Universe_ can see, to the point where RAH claimed he knew the ultimate
ending of the Lensman series, but refused to divulge it (and now that RAH
is dead as well, it seems likely that no one knows anymore).  More to the
point: Two men and two women, all hyper-intelligent and coincidentally
hyper-attracted to each other, take off in a super-spaceship after one of
the men discovers a fantastic space drive.  Is this the beginning of
_Number of the Beast_ or _The Skylark of Space_?  Or _Subspace Explorers_?
I tend to think that RAH was attempting to write in "Doc's" style, with the
addition of his own sex scenes (which you WON'T find in "Doc's" stories).
_Beast_ fell rather flat, but I think RAH knew what he was trying to do.

Heinlein Comment #4: Love him or hate him, you can't avoid him if you've
done any significant amount of sci-fi reading.

Mark F. Jenkins
Bowling Green State University

------------------------------

Date: 4 Dec 90 00:57:39 GMT
From: zvs@bby.oz.au (Zev Sero)
Subject: Re: Please tell me about Heinlein's Lazarus Long series

mvp@hsv3.UUCP (Mike Van Pelt) writes:
> The later books tend to be the first half of a good Heinlein novel, at
> which point Lazarus Long and his Gang of Time-Traveling Sex Maniacs barge
> on-stage, kick over all the scenery, and drag everyone off to Tertius.  I
> was very glad this *didn't* happen in _Friday_ or _Job_.

Precisely.  I loved the first half of Cat, and loathed the second half.
Until Richard Campbell is shot, it's a wonderful story; but while Tertian
surgery is successful in saving his life, it is unfortunately unsuccessful
in working a similar miracle on the story, which died sometime while he was
on the table.

The good thing about The Number is that this didn't happen until about 50
pages from the end.  Unlike most people I know, I *liked* The Number, but
only until Lazarus shows up.

To Sail works, because it happens pre-Lazarus.

zvs@bby.oz.au

------------------------------

Date: 4 Dec 90 09:25:06 GMT
From: paj@gec-mrc.co.uk (paj)
Subject: Re: Please tell me about Heinlein's Lazarus Long series

About `Friday' being in the Lazarus Long universe (timeline 2).  `Friday'
and `Assignment in Eternity' are set in the same universe.  `Boss' Baldwin
is the main linking character but there is also a reference in Baldwin's
final letter to Friday to Gail and (I think) Joseph Green, remarking that
they are in a large part her ancestors and that she should find out what
they did.  What they did is described at the end of AiE.

The Friday universe seems to be a cross between timelines 2 (Lazarus Long)
and 3 (us).  There is a reference to Boss as a veteran of the Lunar
revolution (or was he just a citizen?) which places him in timeline 3, but
also the reference in `To Sail Beyond the Sunset' to Shipstones which seems
to imply that Friday is in timeline 2.  On the other hand there is also a
reference to `The Angels of the Lord' as a crank religious group who beat
up some Hari Krishnas at Quebec Spaceport and later claimed false credit
for `Red Thursday'.  In timeline two the Angels were led by Nehmia (sp?)
Scudder and established a theocratic government over the USA (see `Revolt
in 2100').

Anyone got any other ideas?

Paul

------------------------------

Date: 3 Dec 90 20:43:00 GMT
From: WELDENTB%MYOC@dupont.com
Subject: _The Unloved_

I just finished reading _The Unloved_ by John Saul.  Even though this is a
horror story, I enjoyed it so much that I have to mention it.  While being
almost totally devoid of gore and "chop 'em up" action (there is a little,
but not much), this book will definitely send shivers up and down your
spine.  Anyone familiar with _The Haunting of Hill House_ will definitely
see the influence of this horror "classic" on Saul's writing.  Anyone out
there familiar with any of Saul's other work?  Are they worth reading?

Brian Welden
DuPont
Camden, SC

------------------------------
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SF-LOVERS Digest           Wednesday, 5 Dec 1990      Volume 15 : Issue 415

Today's Topics:

	  Books - Anderson & Asimov (2 msgs) & Asprin (3 msgs) &
                  Cherryh (2 msgs) & Donaldson (3 msgs) & Kidd &
                  McCaffrey & Pournelle & Request Answers (3 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 4 Dec 90 22:39:02 GMT
From: francis@daisy.uchicago.edu (Francis Stracke)
Subject: Re: P. Anderson & W. Shakespeare

boyajian@ruby.dec.com writes:
[...]
>There's a tavern in [Midsummer Tempest] known as the Old Phoenix which is
>a nexus where alternate worlds meet. Anderson's used it in only one other
>story that I know of, but some of the clientele described in the scenes
>are characters from various of his other novels, including Holger Danske
>from THREE HEARTS AND THREE LIONS, whatsherface from OPERATION CHAOS, and
>Nick Van Rijn from the Polestechnic History.

Which other story is that?

I just read _The Broken Blade_, a *very* early novel of his.  (Written
early 50s, when he was just starting.) Anybody know it? In the intro he
mentions that, in this (2nd) printing, he replaced one Person (sic) who
really didn't belong with another in one brief scene.  I'm guessing that
the replacement was Odin instead of Utgard-Loki, pretending to be
Satan but, does anybody know for sure?

Francis Stracke
Department of Mathematics
University of Chicago
francis@zaphod.uchicago.edu

------------------------------

Date: 3 Dec 90 20:31:22 GMT
From: jpollock@eagle.wesleyan.edu
Subject: Asimov and "Robots and Empire"

Quick question.  Is there going to be another Dannel Olivaw story?  I mean,
Asimov sort of just trailed off with the Solarians leaving and Daneel
becoming telepathic.  It seems that there is more to come.

Jpollock@eagle.wesleyan.edu

------------------------------

Date: 3 Dec 90 22:44:59 GMT
From: grweiss@phoenix.princeton.edu (Gregory R Weiss)
Subject: Re: Asimov and "Robots and Empire"

jpollock@eagle.wesleyan.edu writes:
>Quick question.  Is there going to be another Dannel Olivaw story?  I
>mean, Asimov sort of just trailed off with the Solarians leaving and
>Daneel becoming telepathic.  It seems that there is more to come.

I'm not sure if there will be another story devoted to Daneel, but Asimov
does tie up many of the loose ends he leaves (about Solarians and Daneel's
telepathy) in the fifth Foundation book, _Foundation and Earth_, which
loosely ties the Robot series together with the Foundation series.
 
Greg Weiss
grweiss@phoenix.princeton.edu

------------------------------

Date: 5 Dec 90 00:58:50 GMT
From: osyjm@caesar.cs.montana.edu (Jaye Mathisen)
Subject: Phule's Company...Did anybody see the "All Hilarious" part?

From reading the cover, I was expecting something similar to the "Myth"
stuff, but this was pretty boring.  Maybe I was in the wrong frame of mind,
and didn't appreciate the subtleties involved.  Or maybe I'm laughing and
don't know it yet.  We'll see.  Anybody else read this and like it?

Jaye Mathisen
410 Roberts Hall
Dept. of Computer Science
Montana State University
Bozeman MT 59717
(406) 994-{4780,3931} 

------------------------------

Date: 5 Dec 90 01:42:13 GMT
From: cromwell@acsu.buffalo.edu (mark j cromwell)
Subject: Re: Phule's Company...Did anybody see the "All Hilarious" part?

  Phule's Company was very, very bad. Not very funny, and an extremely
boring plot.

Mark Cromwell

------------------------------

Date: 5 Dec 90 08:57:39 GMT
From: xanthian@zorch.sf-bay.org (Kent Paul Dolan)
Subject: Re: Phule's Company...Did anybody see the "All Hilarious" part?

osyjm@caesar.cs.montana.edu (Jaye Mathisen) writes:
> From reading the cover, I was expecting something similar to the "Myth"
> stuff, but this was pretty boring. Maybe I was in the wrong frame of
> mind, and didn't appreciate the subtleties involved. Or maybe I'm
> laughing and don't know it yet. We'll see. Anybody else read this and
> like it?

Yes. The humor was more in the plot premises than in the action, though the
action had its moments, too. Most of the fun of reading the thing was just
in seeing how "money as a replacement for military authority" and "spoiled
rich kid who was secretly no such thing" could be carried out. It isn't the
great American novel, but I'd read a sequel, and will probably reread this
one a few years down the line. I like the way Foster's series build on
previous volumes; he's one of the most organized writers I read, and a
master of the running gag.

Kent
xanthian@Zorch.SF-Bay.ORG
xanthian@well.sf.ca.us

------------------------------

Date: 4 Dec 90 21:41:30 GMT
From: jmf@abacus.uucp (Joan Frankel)
Subject: Re: Cherryh not mentioned.

HOWELL@whitman.BITNET (DAVE HOWELL) writes:
>Well, *I'm* surprised that nobody's mentioned her strange little series
>_Merovingian_Nights_. Was it that bad, or obscure? She seems to have
>abandoned it, and I found it somewhat interesting, although I got a hold
>of the books a couple months apart and thus promptly lost track of who
>hated whom when.

Problem is, its not really her series; the scene-setting book "Angel with a
Sword" is hers, but the "Nights" are a shared-world series, and not a very
good one, in my opinion...at least, I read books I and III of Nights and
found that (1) not much time passes but (2) the plot has largely turned
into the plot of Dynasty; the tough-but-sweet adolescent protagonist of
"Angel" is barely present.

------------------------------

Date: 5 Dec 90 11:17:41 GMT
From: BECKS@taunivm.bitnet (Sara Beck)
Subject: Cherryh

A couple of the points bought up in the recent Cherryh discussion have been
nagging at me.  I will now turn around and nag everyone else with them.
   First, why are the Morgaine books referred to as Fantasy? To me they are
one of the great examples of whoever's law, the one about it being
impossible to distinguish a sufficiently advanced technology from magic.
One of the great changes Vanye undergoes in the series is learning that, to
paraphrase something he says in the last book, "there is no magic, only
things made by qhal, most of which I can use myself".  And why, oh why, are
they called CELTIC Fantasy? I've read my cubic foot of Celtic Fantasy in my
time, and damned if I see any Celtic elements in these.  Sometimes it seems
that any book with horses in it gets automatically classed as Fantasy, and
any book with horses and a cultural setting which is not explicitly
NON-Celtic (like Amerindian or Chinese) gets automatically classed as
Celtic Fantasy.
   Second, in the continuing "who did the murder in Cyteen" argument, I
vote for the Nyes.  Who else had the power to kill Florian1 and Caitlin1
(under the name of "termination")?  Motive, well they tried to kill Ari2
when she seemd to be getting too independant.  Anyone else willing to go
public with a theory?

Sara Beck

------------------------------

Date: 4 Dec 90 14:04:48 GMT
From: brockman@sage.cc.purdue.edu (Matt Brockman)
Subject: Re: Stephen Donaldson

Somebody wrote:
>Does anyone know if Donaldson intends to start up with the "Thomas
>Covenant" series again, perhaps having Linden Avery as the main character?
>I mean, the way "White Gold Wielder" ended made it sound as if there was
>going to be another book.

It doesn't matter for the time being since Donaldson is starting a new
trilogy the first book of which is: The Gap into the Conflict: The Real
Story

It supposedly take place on a futuristic mining colony.

I haven't seen it myself (haven't been to a book store for ages) but
someone else had posted about it here before.

Matt Brockman

------------------------------

Date: 4 Dec 90 18:58:07 GMT
From: jpollock@eagle.wesleyan.edu
Subject: Re: Stephen Donaldson

tlynch@nntp-server.caltech.edu (Timothy W. Lynch) writes:
>>Does anyone know if Donaldson intends to start up with the "Thomas
>>Covenant" series again, perhaps having Linden Avery as the main
>>character? I mean, the way "White Gold Wielder" ended made it sound as if
>>there was going to be another book.
> 
> I don't know, and I'm somewhat split on the issue.
> 
> Half of me really wants him to, because the series was magnificent.
>
> The other half of me says that as is, the series has a fairly good sense
> of closure, so why take the risk?  Besides, I'm not sure I could stand a
> series w/o Covenant.  I liked Linden Avery, but she works better as a
> counterpart to TC than as a main character in her own right, I think.


I really didn't like Linden Avery at all.  I don't think Donaldson really
wanted the reader to sympathize with her, but that's just my opinion.
Someone else posted that Donaldson should have some short stories about the
Ramen, Ranyhyn, Bloodguard(Haruchai), and maybe the Giants.  I think that
would be a really good idea.  But also, what one must remember is that even
though Covenant is dead, he probably could be brought back (remember Sunder
and Hollian?), or just be in the story as a spectre.  I wouldn't put it
past Donaldson.

Jpollock@eagle.wesleyan.edu

------------------------------

Date: 5 Dec 90 10:15:45 GMT
From: jag654@csc1.anu.oz.au
Subject: Stephen Donaldson RIP-OFF?

I've just bought Stephen Donaldson's THE GAP INTO CONFLICT: THE REAL STORY.

The English/Australian version is 178 pages long (150 if you exclude the
afterword and title pages) but still sells for a hardcover price.

Is this a sellout by Donaldson and a ripoff by publishers or what?

Donaldson's last series was a thousand pages split into two books. At this
rate, this book will be 800 pages split into five.

Looking around at other mega-authors, Dan Simmons published a 980 page book
(CARRION COMFORT) and Stephen King has published many long books. Also,
King recently published FOUR PAST MIDNIGHT, containing four novellas which
could have been sold separately. That is four books for the price of one,
as opposed to one book for the price of five by Donaldson.

I've only read 50 pages (one third) of the book so far and it doesn't seem
to be anything special (although it might improve.)

Please note that Donaldson is one of my favourite writers. Is anyone else
out there as disappointed as I am?

Jeremy

------------------------------

Date: 5 Dec 90 06:14:17 GMT
From: MHIGH@trinity.bitnet (Matthew High)
Subject: Assignment Zho-Chakka

Does anyone out there know about the status of the book "Assignment:
Zho-Chakka" by Paul Kidd?  Last I heard the author was looking for a
publisher.  The book is set in the Albedo universe created by Steven
Gallacci (Albedo's a comic book, for those who don't know).

Matthew High

------------------------------

Date: 4 Dec 90 19:10:16 GMT
From: v116r8ac@ubvmsd.cc.buffalo.edu (Chris Nasipak)
Subject: Re: Anne McCaffrey

kdunn@lehi3b15.csee.Lehigh.EDU (Kevin Dunn) writes:
>   Speaking of Anne McC, has anyone read _The Death of Sleep_ (I think
>that that's the title...)  If so, can someone explain why the last part is
>from _Dinosour Planet_ ?  Is it supposed to mesh with the other 2 books,
>or what?

I've read it all, and here's what I've found:

The two _Dinosaur_Planet_ books, _Sassinak_ , and _Death_Of_Sleep_ all take
place in the same universe.  They are, apparently, a set-up for a new
series.  DOS ends at the same point as Dinosaur Planet.  _Survivors_ picks
it up from there, and _Sassinak_ takes place at about the same time.  Their
endings are the same scene, from differrent points of view, and _Sassinak_
adds a bit to it.

Come to think of it, I think the Pern books are also in this universe.  I
can't wait for the next book.  Maybe the twain shall meet?  (In English,
the two series are cross-overed.)  Sounds like fun, eh?

Chris Nasipak
v116r8ac@ubvms.cc.buffalo.edu

------------------------------

Date: 4 Dec 90 19:18:28 GMT
From: eric@snark.thyrsus.com (Eric S. Raymond)
Subject: Review: Falkenberg's Legion

Title:     Falkenberg's Legion
By:        Jerry Pournelle
Publisher: Baen Books (October 1990)
Format:    pb, 432pp
ISBN:      0-671-72018

   This reissue marries Pournelle's _The_Mercenary_ with _West_Of_Honor_
via a minimum of framing material. These novels tell the story of John
Christian Falkenberg's career in the Fleet and Marines of the U.S./Soviet
alliance called the CoDominium, and of his second career as a mercenary
leader on planets abandoned by a CoDominium in retrenchment. This is the
future of the great Niven/Pournelle collaboration _The_Mote_In_God's_Eye_,
and immediately precedes in narrative time the recent
_Prince_Of_Mercenaries_.
 
   Pournelle completists will love it, and though it's inferior to Heinlein
or Bujold's military fiction, fans of the genre should enjoy it.
Me... well...

   I like good military fiction but, Pournelle's is morally disturbing.
Most of his characters, unlike Dickson's Dorsai or other SF versions of the
super-fighter, are *soldiers* (not self-motivated warriors) there's a heavy
authoritarian drumbeat, glorifying people who kill on orders for no other
reason than that they've been ordered to.

   Unlike Heinlein, the focus isn't on what an individual might learn about
personal morality and self-reliance from the military experience, instead
we're treated to lectures on the superior virtue of military men relative
to politicians. Brrr.  Granted politicians are an evil, scummy and
hypocritical lot but, am I the only person to detect fascist overtones in
Pournelle's glorification of the military?

   The difference between the soldier who fights on orders and the warrior
who fights for revenge, gain, glory, or as a form of quasi-mystical
self-realization has often been blurred in SF. Even SF's soldiers tend
(like Bujold's Miles Vorkosigan) to be driven by a passion to excel at the
art of war - individualists operating within the fundamental anti-
individualism of military systems. Not Falkenberg, though. Falkenberg is
deliberately presented as the passionless tool of a `duty' which others
define for him; a mercenary in the moral as well as monetary sense.

   I am not merely grinding a libertarian axe by this criticism.
Falkenberg's bloodless devotion to statist order is a pivot of the plot,
and drives both his relations with other characters and the narrative's
tendency to lecture. By the time Falkenberg orchestrates the cold-blooded
massacre of Hadley's rebels, the book has become more conservative
propaganda than adventure narrative.

   A comparison with Heinlein's _Starship_Troopers_ is instructive here.
_ST_ was a *moral* tract rather than a political one; it dealt primarily
with the way in which individual virtue might be increased and expressed
through military service. Heinlein's MI was open to the society around it,
recruiting people who came from and expected to return to the mainstream of
their culture (it is worth noting here that Heinlein's society did not, as
has been claimed, restrict the franchise to combat veterans, but merely to
those *who had completed a term of government service*).

   Pournelle's soldiers, by contrast, move in a moral vacuum; they have no
society but each other, no loyalty but `the unit', and a commander who will
commit any atrocity in the belief that "order must be preserved". Virtue
consists not in defending lives or principles but in obeying orders and
maintaining (by cold-blooded slaughter if necessary) conditions under which
civilians must do likewise.

   I don't think one needs to be a libertarian to find this disturbing nor
to find the narrative poisoned by it.

------------------------------

Date: 3 Dec 90 19:16:24 GMT
From: KB85108@uafsysa.uark.edu (KATRINA BROMLEY)
Subject: Re: SF-LOVERS Digest   V15 #413

_The Girl, The Gold Watch and Everything was written by John D. Macdonald
sometime in the early 1960's.  He writes mystery novels, the Travis McGee
series and others.  He has also written one other sf entitled _Ballroom of
the Skys.  I have never read TGGWAE but BOS was fairly good but you have to
keep in mind the time of the writing.  

------------------------------

Date: 3 Dec 90 17:59:46 GMT
From: levin@bbn.com (Joel B Levin)
Subject: Re: short story info

sprenkle@ALEXIA.LIS.UIUC.EDU (Peter Sprenkle) writes:
>I am trying to locate a short story, probably written in the 70's, in
>which a pack of automobiles are tormenting a wounded bus before killing it
>off.  My dad told me about it, but can't recall the title or the author.
>It would have been in a published anthology.

Speaking off the top of my head [because it feels right and so probably
isn't, but what the hell]:

I believe I saw it in my copy of Zelazny's collection UNICORN VARIATIONS.
Does anyone else think so?

JBL
levin@bbn.com
{...}!bbn!levin

------------------------------

Date: 4 Dec 90 22:33:00 GMT
From: CILIBERT@ctrvx1.vanderbilt.edu ("P.T. Jon Ciliberto")
Subject: Japanese SF

I've read a number of stories in the recently published (now in paperback,
as well) BEST SCIENCE FICTION STORIES OF JAPAN.  There is a resemblance to
Japanese fiction generally, especially that of Abe and Mishima (whose works
I've read at length).  Much that is traditional to Western fiction os
downplayed, or even absent (e.g., strong plot line).  The stories rely more
on images and finely detailed (though not unpleasantly wordy) settings and
"concepts," than on a strictly ordered succession of events.  I recommend
this anthology, and since the works of an entire country have been culled
from, the level of quality is high.

Jon

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Today's Topics:

	       Films - Predator II (5 msgs) & Beastmaster &
                       Star Trek VI & Robot Jox & Jurassic Park &
                       It (2 msgs) & Back to the Future (5 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 29 Nov 90 18:58:47 GMT
From: awessels@ccwf.cc.utexas.edu (Allen Wessels)
Subject: Re: Predator II

jcr@MBUNIX.MITRE.ORG (Rogers) writes:
>Hey, I'm sorry, but I can't think of it as a nice touch, all I can
>consider it to be is stupid inconsistency. I mean, come on, these
>creatures display incredibly little regard for life throughout both movies
>to suppose that they then ...

In both movies the point was blatantly made that only combatants (armed)
are acceptable prey.  The Predator carefully chooses its targets.  It
doesn't blast everything in its path to take a trophy.

>spare someone just because she's PREGNANT is totally ridiculous! Sorry, I
>just find it unbelievable.
>
>Also, it didn't come across to me that THAT was necessarily the reason she
>was spared.

I find it unbelievable that you find it unbelieveable.  It is crystal clear
that anyone with a weapon is a target.  The Predator CAN though, modify
that rule in special cases.  Remember the little boy in the cemetary?

>Am I the only person who was disappointed by this movie?

No, but after talking to several other people who've seen it, I think that
the mistake is going in with lots of expectations, like I did.

>flaws. Like: how do you get your spaceship buried underneath a building in
>the middle of a crowded city without anyone being the wiser? And how come
>the ship looked about 40-50 feet wide when it was underground, yet when
>Danny Glover comes walking out of the hole, the trench left by the ship is
>only about 10 feet wide? Like: why did the other Predators

Either the ship was there a LONG time (the flintlock, remember?), or their
tech lets them come in unobserved. I didn't really notice the size problem.

>just ignore Glover in their ship? Like: why were bullets 

They ignore Glover because they don't interfere in each other's hunts.  If
Glover had gone near the ship controls (wherever they were), it might have
been a different story.

>apparently bouncing right off the Predator's chest early in the movie, but
>then they pierce his flesh in the meat warehouse?

Something happens to the powered armor?  

>Ah, well, why bother with further analysis? By the time Glover got into
>the ship underground, I no longer expected anything about this movie to
>make sense anyway.

Probably a good rule of thumb to define expections where the major actors
aren't participating in the sequel to an action-adventure movie is to
expect little from such movies.

Is it just me or does it seem like the actor that played the jerky cop with
the "that just happens to be my specialty" line is making a career of being
the "jerk whose character develops as a result of a massive attack", i.e.
Weird Science, Aliens, and Predator II?

------------------------------

Date: 1 Dec 90 01:23:39 GMT
From: C503719@umcvmb.missouri.edu (Baird McIntosh)
Subject: Re: Predator II

(Are we SPOILING anything yet?)

Just saw Predator II. My question is: how long had the ship been under L.A.
and/or how often do the Predators visit Earth?  In the first movie, we saw
a ship approach Earth and a smaller ship detached from it.  It was the
smaller ship that carried the original Predator down to Earth.  The first
movie implied or stated (?) that Predators came to Central America every 11
years (I think that's right).  But in Predator II, Danny Glover receives a
'gift' from one of the Predators (leader) that is dated 1775 (again I
think).  So, what is the deal with Predator visits to Earth?

It would be cool if someone could summarize what we know about the
Predators, their beliefs and practices, their biological make-up, their
technology and weapons, etc.  Personally, I agree with the character Keets
(head of Fed task force) in that the Predators are very interesting and
remarkable.  I mean, Predator II (the creature) pulled out a different
device or gizmo for every change in his situation and to counter various
foes.  Awesome gadgets!

Baird McIntosh
c503719@umcvmb.missouri.edu
c503719@umcvmb.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 1 Dec 90 19:02:57 GMT
From: fsbgf@acad3.fai.alaska.edu
Subject: Re: Predator II

In some previous article the question was asked about why the colored
lights on the knife type weapon that the Predator used in Predator II.
Could it be that the weapon was not made by the Predator species, but by
another species that does see in the visible spectrum? Maybe the Predators
are just trophy hunters on a guided hunt, just like many of the hunters
here in Alaska?  If they were maybe there are hunting regulations that they
must follow or face punishment. (i.e. they can only kill armed opponents)
These are just some thoughts, I'm open to replies.
					
Brandon
fsbgf@acad3.fai.alaska.edu

------------------------------

Date: 2 Dec 90 23:45:20 GMT
From: csqx@vax5.cit.cornell.edu
Subject: Predator II question

Does anyone know what was written on the pistol that Danny Glover was given
at the end of Predator II?

------------------------------

Date: 1 Dec 90 01:20:25 GMT
From: Kay.Shapero@f524.n102.z1.fidonet.org (Kay Shapero)
Subject: Re: SF-LOVERS Digest   V15 #403

J Metz wrote:
>   I was reading everyone's review, and it amazed me to see that few
>people actually realized that most, if not all of the film was one big
>tongue in cheek joke!
>
>   They used so many devices from other movies, it wasn't funny.

I didn't see it.  But then, as I recall the original Predator was one of
those idiot "hunters" who depends so heavily on his ultra modern high tech
equipment (which he never bothers to really understand) that he never
bothers to learn true hunting skills so that when his equipment is damaged
he doesn't know how to proceed.  Is the new one any better?

Kay Shapero
Kay.Shapero@f524.n102.z1.fidonet.org

------------------------------

Date: 26 Nov 90 14:13:40 GMT
From: jcmorris@mwunix.mitre.org (Joe Morris)
Subject: Re: Beastmaster II

ME301012@BROWNVM.BROWN.EDU (Steve Warburton) writes:
>Does anyone know how the studio got away with using Andre Norton's title,
>concept and character in Beastmaster and not even give her a "Based on
>..." in the credits?  I'll grant they changed (destroyed?) her original
>plot and setting, but the name, telepathic communications with a bird, big
>cat and two small furries seems awfully close.

I heard *somewhere* (not here on usenet, but I'm not sure) that the
original concept was approved by Andre Norton but that she was so disgusted
with the butchering of the original story that she refused to let her name
be associated with the movie.

IMHO the original story would have been a much better choice for the film
instead of the one they used.  Fantasy is a very difficult genre to
translate from the printed page to a visual medium, and the original Norton
story (and its sequel whose name I forget) would have been much easier to
film while simultaneously offering a much less shallow plotline.

Joe Morris

------------------------------

Date: 30 Nov 90 17:59:14 GMT
From: rtravsky@outlaw.uwyo.edu (Richard W Travsky)
Subject: Star Trek ... VI?

Last week on CNN I barely caught a blurb saying something about Paramount
Pictures has decided to do Star Trek VI, and something about Spock and next
summer (filming begins or release date?).  Just when you thought it was
safe.  Given the age of the cast, the only plot I can dredge up is the crew
being called up out of retirement from the Federation Retirees Home.

------------------------------

Date: 1 Dec 90 19:40:40 GMT
From: YOURAA%morekypr@pucc.princeton.edu
Subject: Robot Jox

   The background sounds a _lot_ like a novella called 'Survivor,' by (I
think) Joe Haldeman, written circa 1960.  Same deal - the U.S. and U.S.S.R.
have fought a war that went just a wee bit nuclear.  The only way to
continue the fight is for each side to send a hundred of its best soldiers
into combat each year.  One hundred on each side, they meet in this valley
that is completely closed off from the world and fight it out with
identical weapons until everybody on one side or the other is dead.  The
winning country gets $100 billion in gold bullion, and the surviving
soldiers get immunity from all laws from the rest of their life and a lot
of money, or something like that.
   However, as the title implies, it dealt a lot more with a surviving
soldier than the conflict or the battle.
   Yeah, if they did this to it, it sounds like one of the worst SF movies
of all time (but my vote for _the_ worst goes to an English movie, circa
1975, called War of the Robot Men).

Al Yourkonis
YOURAA@MOREKYPR.BITNET

------------------------------

Date: 3 Dec 90 16:19:00 GMT
From: MGRAHAM@drew.bitnet
Subject: Jurassic Park

   "Jurassic Park," based on the novel by Michael Crichton about
genetically-engineered dinosaurs running loose on an island theme park, is
to be released by Universal Pictures in 1992.  Either directed or produced
by Steven Spielberg, its budget has already reached $71 million.  Spielberg
has said the dinosaurs will be created by Ansmatronics.  Another of
Crichton's novels, _Congo_ was going to be adapted to the big screen by
20th Century Fox, but was scrapped when no one could come up with realistic
robotic apes.

Malcolm
mgraham@drew.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 4 Dec 90 15:50:00 GMT
From: PSYCHO@ksuvm.ksu.edu (Scott)
Subject: IT

Did it annoy anyone else that there was no reason especially given as to
why IT couldn't kill those particular 7 kids ?  They certainly showed as
much fear as any other victim. (the werewolf in the theater is a perfect
example) They were each alone on their first encounter, without the others
to give support, etc.  Of course, having not read the book, I could be
looking over something dreadfully impportant.  In the tv shows, though,
they just left things like this and the deadlights "floating" Arf.

Scott Frank
PSYCHO@KSUVM.KSU.EDU

------------------------------

Date: 5 Dec 90 01:52:41 GMT
From: rcb33483@uxa.cso.uiuc.edu (ArchTeryx)
Subject: Re: IT

PSYCHO@KSUVM.KSU.EDU (Scott) writes:
>Did it annoy anyone else that there was no reason especially given as to
>why IT couldn't kill those particular 7 kids ?  They certainly showed as
>much fear as any other victim. (the werewolf in the theater is a perfect
>example) They were each alone on their first encounter, without the others
>to give support, etc.  Of course, having not read the book, I could be
>looking over something dreadfully impportant.  In the tv shows, though,
>they just left things like this and the deadlights "floating" Arf.

It did me, it was very noticeable.  But, according to what I've heard, the
alien that is IT needs to feed in 2 ways, on 2 planes: One of the physical
body (i.e.  eating kids) and another of the astral plane (this is where it
feeds on fear).  For some reason, the Lucky 7 weren't killed by IT, but IT
still fed on them, by feeding on their fear.  There WAS a special reason,
given in the book, why the Lucky 7 were not killed; I think it was becuase
they were different, and special in some way.  IT was not powerful enough
to kill them, even alone.  So, IT scared them instead.  However, any one of
the Lucky 7 was not powerful enough to kill IT, either; they had to band
together to hope to do that.  I haven't read the book, so I'm treading on
unfamiliar ground.  Can anyone elaborate on this?

rcb33483@uxa.cso.uiuc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 30 Nov 90 01:46:05 GMT
From: sandin@uicbert.eecs.uic.edu (Dan Sandin)
Subject: Re: Back to the Future Part II

Somebody brought up an interesting point in this thread.

OK, the doc had money in the future. How did he GET money in 2015?

Getting money in the past is easy, you buy some at an antique store (I
suspect some 1875 notes are cheaper then current notes, especially with
inflation), do high-tech favors (like build a clock) or use your special
knowledge of the future (like gambling).

But how does the doc get 2015 money? I suppose he could find some antiques
and sell them, but they might not be old enough to be worth it, he might be
suspected of forgery. Perhaps a bank account in his own name, collecting
interest higher than the rate of inflation, invested in a trust fund.  How
would he collect? Special instructions with Western Union? Fake ID?  ATM
cards mailed to a drop box? When did he set this up?

Of course, he could always jump to 2085, get a sports book, come back to
2015 and pull some sort of Biff thing. But then, how does he get money in
2085 to buy the book with?

Maybe a series of 5-year jumps, getting change for a twenty each time.

Find a commodity that is very valuable in 2015 (like gold), buy it in 1985
(better yet, 1885) and bring it forward? Maybe manufacture an artificial
shortage in 2015 by starting in 1985. Ideas?

Stephan Meyers
c/o Dan Sandin
sandin@uicbert.eecs.uic.edu

------------------------------

Date: 30 Nov 90 01:44:32 GMT
From: brintle@tinyblue.cs.uiowa.edu (Lee Brintle,(Jones),3353183,3374010)
Subject: 88 MPH in BTF3 (was Re: Back to the Future Part II)

akcs.redout@tronsbox.xei.com (Andrew Lindsey) writes:
> By the way, does anyone know just why it is that the car needs to go
> 88MPH?  I assumed that the Doc merely did that for style, and has some
> kind of sensor on the spedometer which activated the time circuitry at
> that speed.  BUt if that was the case, they could have circumvented it
> easily.  What's the deal here?

I doubt the 88 MPH issue was strictly for style.  The thought of emerging
in another time (where you don't know ANYTHING that's going to be around)
at damn faster than most people can comfortable drive on an expressway is
bone-chilling.  An 88 MPH collision with a pine tree in the first movie
would have put a damper on this whole series.

If the Doc could have done without the excessive speed, I'm sure he would
have.

Lee Brintle
Advantage Information Mgmnt

------------------------------

Date: 30 Nov 90 18:50:03 GMT
From: sandin@uicbert.eecs.uic.edu (Dan Sandin)
Subject: Re: Back to the Future Part II

akcs.redout@tronsbox.xei.com (Andrew Lindsey) writes:
>By the way, does anyone know just why it is that the car needs to go
>88MPH?  I assumed that the Doc merely did that for style, and has some
>kind of sensor on the spedometer which activated the time circuitry at
>that speed.  BUt if that was the case, they could have circumvented it
>easily.  What's the deal here?

I assumed that the flux capacitor worked by lowering the speed of light
locally, inside a bubble delineated by the shield of flame that appears a
little in front of the nose of the Delorean.

Stephan Meyers
c/o sandin@uicbert.eecs.uic.edu

------------------------------

Date: 30 Nov 90 22:47:12 GMT
From: jsperrel@eos.ncsu.edu (JODY SNIDER PERRELL)
Subject: Re: Back to the Future III

gwh@sirius.rice.edu (Gary W. Hoogeveen) writes:
> Recall when the old Biff takes the sports book back to his younger self,
>thereby creating the new future where Biff is "king?"  Well, if old Biff
>stole the car, went back to 20th Century, changing the future, how in the
>heck did he get back to the future where Marty and Doc where?  
[...]
>You see?  Once the car was stolen, Marty and Doc should have never been
>able to have the chance to go back and spoil Biff's future.  Somebody
>please give me a reasonable answer not just that it would have ruined the
>show.

   They way I remembered it explained, was that Young Biff had not used the
book yet.  Also, what actually changed the future was Young Biff's use of
the book.  Fortunately, Marty and Doc Brown got to him before this could
occur.  All Young Biff knew was that some old man gave him a book.  Big
deal.  He didn't realize it's potential, until he started listening to the
football(?) game on the radio.  But he didn't get to use the book after
that.
   Hope that helps.

Jody Snider Perrell

------------------------------

Date: 1 Dec 90 23:57:00 GMT
From: J_DELANO@unhh.bitnet
Subject: Back to the Future again

   Well, true, there are two DeLoreans in 1885.  Had they taken the gas out
of it in 1885, then there wouldn't be any (or enough) in it in 1955 for
Marty to get back to 1885 which would create a paradox. (I suppose Marty
could have gone to the local Esso, but think of the stares he would have
gotten.)
   I like to think that Marty could go back in time and use the DeLorean
in, say, 1954.  So long as he had it back in time, there would be no
paradox.  (Wouldn't it be cool if time worked so that to avoid a pardox
[like Marty getting killed and the DeLorean destroyed], Time automatically
made the DeLorean indestructable during those seventy odd years between '55
and 1885.  cf. 'Anachron' by Damon Knight.
   I was very disappointed that the DeLorean Time Vehicle was destroyed.  I
really liked it.  I want a DeLorean for my birthday!  :-)
   I was hoping that, at the end of III, just as Doc was about to destroy
the DeLorean, another DeLorean from the future, carrying a future Doc and
Marty, show up and tell him not to. (cf. Bill and Ted's et al.)

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	   Television - Star Trek: The Next Generation (13 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 26 Nov 90 12:05:35 GMT
From: rdyreng@logdis1.oo.aflc.af.mil (Russell I. Dyreng;OO-ALC/LILEE)
Subject: ST:TNG

What about Kaylar, Lt.  Worf's former half human-half Klingon lover/mate.
Wasn't she great?  She was highly intelligent and very practical.  I liked
her far-sighted views of how outmoded some of the Klingon rituals and
beliefs are.  I was very disappointed to see her die.  She was one
character that I would have liked to see return in future episodes, or even
better, to see her become a regular member of the cast.

Well, Wesley's gone off to the Academy.  I can't honestly say that I will
miss him and his off-the-wall science experiments.  I must admit that his
character has developed for the better since the early days of ST:TNG, but
as far as I'm concerned Star Fleet Academy can keep him.  I only hope that
there aren't too many episodes next season where Wesley comes home for
Christmas, spring break or summer vacation.

Russell I. Dyreng

------------------------------

Date: 27 Nov 90 17:02:00 GMT
From: CBJULAND@vax1.umkc.edu (ToadFrog)
Subject: Re: SF-LOVERS Digest   V15 #400

On Star Trek:
  Troi will get her chance in the spotlight in the episode "The Loss".  It
has Deanna losing her empathic powers.
  Data also will get to be featured in "Data's Day".  Sort of a day in the
life of Data.  I believe it takes a look at the world through Data's eyes.

Chris Bjuland
cbjuland@vax1.umkc.edu (internet)
cbjuland@umkcvax1 (bitnet)

------------------------------

Date: 27 Nov 90 20:53:37 GMT
From: vonbosau@buclaa.bu.edu (Laura Von Bosau)
Subject: ST:TNG

MDIGIACO@tufts.bitnet writes:
>[The one with the human raised by aliens]: Ouch!!!  All of that effort to
>introduce him to human culture, and the youth goes back anyway.

I liked the ending; it was a lot more "real" than if, in a swell of violin
music, he had smiled bravely through tears at his "father" and confessed
his true urge to go back to Earth.

>Plus, I thought that the abuse issue was used offhandedly, and does not
>bode well for the future.

Agreed.

>[Dr. Crusher gets zapped by a warp bubble]: Not to put any slurs on Gates
>McFadden's acting, but this episode was really stupid.  I'd hoped the
>Traveler story line would be ignored, but now Wesley has this weird
>ability, which I hope we never see again.

Amen!  I think it would have been a good episode if they had ditched the
whole Traveler and Wesley-as-Junior-Messiah plot and shown *only* Dr.
Crusher's view.  As it was, we all sat there saying, "Come on, Beverly,
figure it out," instead of sharing her puzzlement.  Plus I get real tired
of seeing yet another way in which Wesley is supposed to be a wunderkind.

Kind of makes you wish they'd done an "evil twin" episode with Wesley, eh?
Think of all the things Evil Wesley could have done - yelling at Mom,
sabotaging Engineering, chasing girls (or boys), swilling beer, getting a
mohawk and ratty clothes, etc.  Then end it by losing Good Wesley to some
alternate plane and Evil Wesley becomes the new Ensign.  It's got my vote.

>One final observation: This season, many of the episodes seem to focus on
>individual characters.  For example, Riker was featured in "Future
>Imperfect", Wesley in "Final Mission", Worf in "Reunion", and Data in
>"Brothers".  By my count, the only bridge crew which haven't been
>showcased are Geordi and Troi.  Perhaps Luaxana is coming for another
>visit?  I hope so.  In any case, is this a trend or just coincidence?

I've heard from a reliable source that one of this season's episodes
involves Troi losing her empath abilities (we can only hope).  Probably a
trend rather than coincidence.

Wish they'd do a "character showcase" episode on O'Brien.

------------------------------

Date: 27 Nov 90 20:10:00 GMT
From: GILL@qucdnast.bitnet
Subject: ST:TNG musings

Ross Haggart writes:
>It is incongruous that in a medical emergency where every second counts
>the patient must wait for the shapely doctor to arrive with her high-tech
>leather satchel. Would the correct procedure not be to beam the person
>directly to sickbay and/or into a stasis field?

   This assumes that intraship beaming is so safe that it can be done on a
split-second's notice, and that the person to be beamed can be located
accurately, and that the trauma of the beaming will not bother the patient,
all of which are not true.  Specifically, it has been often stated that
patients that are too weak cannot use the transporter.

>In this sense I agree with the BBC position vis-a-vis Star Trek as
>children's television.

   But wasn't that the point, that the BBC thought of Star Trek as
children's TV when it clearly should not be?

MDIGIACO@tufts.bitnet writes:
>[The one with the human raised by aliens]: Ouch!!!  All of that effort to
>introduce him to human culture, and the youth goes back anyway.  Plus, I
>thought that the abuse issue was used offhandedly, and does not bode well
>for the future.

   It had been made clear that the abuse issue was a red-herring in the
story, tossed out and discarded as a theory not supported by the evidence.
As for the kid going back, it is entirely consistent with TNG themes, in
that each individual is allowed to choose for themselves.  Kirk would have
pleaded to keep the kid, Picard let the boy choose for himself.  I feel the
latter was the correct decision, since it was obvious that the father felt
love for the boy.

>"Brothers": Two spoilers : Why does Noonian Soongh look like Miracle Max?
>And isn't "Noonian Soongh" just a little too close to "Noonian Singh" for
>comfort?

   Who or what is Miracle Max?  (Who really cares?) Soong was played by
Brent Spiner with a lot of makeup, as you probably know.  As for Noonian
being a common name, perhaps the question should be, how common is that
name in India today?  After all, they do have three times the population of
North America.

>One final observation: This season, many of the episodes seem to focus on
>individual characters.  By my count, the only bridge crew which haven't
>been showcased are Geordi and Troi.  Perhaps Luaxana is coming for another
>visit?  I hope so.  In any case, is this a trend or just coincidence?

   Perhaps a trend, to give each of the actors a chance to showcase
themselves.  It seems strange to us to have them do it one week after
another, but once in syndication, that wouldn't happen.  By the way,
Lwaxana Troi shows up again early in January, minus her telepathic powers.
Also, I just heard a rumour that Geordi's holodeck girlfriend (the engineer
that designed the Enterprise) is to make an appearance in real life.  If
true, that could be very interesting.

Elizabeth Willey writes:
>In our local TV guide thing, the episode Andy describes above was listed
>as something like, "On Wesley's final mission, he comes to terms with
>death."  Needless to say, in our house that was read: "Wesley gets
>killed!" (and not a moment too soon).

   It is so unfortunate that so many people have this narrow-minded opinion
of Wesley.  I wonder what people's opinions would be if their first season
experiences with the character would be erased from memory?

Ralph P Carpenter writes:
>   Wil Wheaton is off to university, and "Final Mission" marked his final
>show as a regular cast member.  He will probably make one or two future
>appearances as Wesley Crusher during the remaining years of TNG.

   Wheaton has been at UCLA since September, when the current filming
session finished.  Now we are into reruns until after Christmas, with new
shows starting again in the new year.

Arnold Gill
Queen's University at Kingston
BITNET:  gill@qucdnast
INTERNET:  gill@bill.phy.queensu.ca

------------------------------

Date: 28 Nov 90 00:37:12 GMT
From: PYC107@uriacc.bitnet (J Metz)
Subject: Re: ST:TNG; Wesley Crusher

   Actually, I never minded the guy as much as most people, I guess.  Even
so, I thought the premise of Wesley Crusher, a super-genius child of the
ship's doctor was a wonderful idea when I read the preview in Newsweek (or
was it TIME?) some years back when they were describing the show.  I was
just disappointed that Wil Wheaton portrayed Wesley so stiffly for the
entire duration of the series!  He played better at 12 in Stand By Me.

   What saddens me the most is that the *character* had such potential, and
I have this deep feeling that Wheaton blew it.  Or maybe the direction
prohibited him from acting out Wes to his full potential.  Either way, the
end result fell far short.  I'd like to see him on guest status, however.
I'm still interested to see how Crusher's life actually comes out, and if
he actually becomes more of a believable character.

------------------------------

Date: 28 Nov 90 05:41:14 GMT
From: GGGALA%WMVM1@vtvm2.cc.vt.edu (Lestat)
Subject: ST:TNG - Worf and Kaylar

haggart@pc5 (Ross Haggart) writes:
>Just a small note to state my beef with the last episode where Worf's mate
>goes to the great beyond.
>
>It is incongruous that in a medical emergency where every second counts
>the patient must wait for the shapely doctor to arrive with her high-tech
>leather satchel. Would the correct procedure not be to beam the person
>directly to sickbay and/or into a stasis field? (The doctor mentioned that
>she would have done the stasis thing but she didn't have the time.)
>
>The writers could have accommodated the necessary plot requirements in
>some straight forward way (such as the handing over of the responsibility
>of the son in an emotionally moving video last will and testament) with no
>loss of drama and remained technologically consistent.

Well, I was really upset when she died too, because her character has the
spunk that Q has, and I really like Q, but without her death, Worf would
have had no way to kill Duress, and THAT I really liked!!  Could it be that
this is the reason for the inconsistency?

------------------------------

Date: 28 Nov 90 05:43:04 GMT
From: GGGALA%WMVM1@vtvm2.cc.vt.edu (Lestat)
Subject: ST:TNG - Deanna Troi

MDIGIACO@tufts.bitnet writes:
>One final observation: This season, many of the episodes seem to focus on
>individual characters.  For example, Riker was featured in "Future
>Imperfect", Wesley in "Final Mission", Worf in "Reunion", and Data in
>"Brothers".  By my count, the only bridge crew which haven't been
>showcased are Geordi and Troi.  Perhaps Luaxana is coming for another
>visit?  I hope so.  In any case, is this a trend or just coincidence?

I think Geordi might not have been spotlighted yet, but I know Deanna has
on several occasions had a larger role than the rest of the bridge crew.
Although I can't remember show names, I think I can describe them well
enough for you to get the idea.

   When Yar dies, Troi has several conversations with the thing that killed
   Yar.

   When Troi is going to be married, but the marriage is stopped because of
   the Terrellian ship carrying the plague.

   When Troi has her child, Ian.

------------------------------

Date: 28 Nov 90 05:44:11 GMT
From: GGGALA%WMVM1@vtvm2.cc.vt.edu (Lestat)
Subject: ST:TNG - Wesley Crusher

Why does everyone want Wesley to die?  I think his character has come quite
a long ways from the beginning of the show.  If you watch the earlier
shows, and compare those to the latest ones, you can see the marked
difference in acting, and writing for his character.  He has become more
believable, and that is only the biggest difference.  I have begun to like
that character.

------------------------------

Date: 29 Nov 90 00:20:41 GMT
From: Raistlin@saturn.ucc.umass.edu
Subject: Now that Wes is gone...

   Now that the beloved Wesley Crusher has gone off to Star Fleet Academy
who will take his place on the bridge?  Will we see the emergence of
another major character, or will we be seeing some no name extras switching
places from week to week?
   If they do decide to add another major character what race and gender do
you expect them to be?  Isn't it about time that we see a Vulcan crew
member.  TNG already seems to be an E/O/E, a half Betazoid and a Klingon as
main crew members proves this point.
   Finally does some one want to give me a lesson in Metaphysics, or in
Warp travel.  I know the equipment used and everything, but the sources
I've read really don't explain Warp travel too well.

Raistlin Majere
Raistlin@saturn.ucc.umass.edu

------------------------------

Date: 29 Nov 90 22:22:48 GMT
From: steves@ashtate.a-t.com (Steve Silverwood)
Subject: Re: ST:TNG - Wesley Crusher

GGGALA%WMVM1@VTVM2.CC.VT.EDU (Lestat) writes:
>Why does everyone want Wesley to die?  I think his character has come
>quite a long ways from the beginning of the show.  If you watch the
>earlier shows, and compare those to the latest ones, you can see the
>marked difference in acting, and writing for his character.  He has become
>more believable, and that is only the biggest difference.  I have begun to
>like that character.

I don't want to see him die, just go away and let the grown-ups take the
bridge back - like things SHOULD be on the bridge of the Enterprise!

Steve

------------------------------

Date: 30 Nov 90 22:06:05 GMT
From: scott@nagel.gatech.edu (Scott Coulter)
Subject: Re: ST:TNG (Now that Wes is gone...)

Raistlin@SATURN.UCC.UMASS.EDU writes:
>[will a new "major" character replace Wesley on the bridge...]

Word is that Chief O'Brien will become a "main" character to replace Wes,
but we won't see a new bridge crewmember as a main character.

>If they do decide to add another major character what race and gender do
>you expect them to be?  Isn't it about time that we see a Vulcan crew
>member.

Roddenberry has stated that there won't be any Vulcans as major characters
in TNG.

Scott D. Coulter
Georgia Tech Software Engineering Research Center
scott@cc.gatech.edu

------------------------------

Date: 30 Nov 90 22:12:48 GMT
From: scott@nagel.gatech.edu (Scott Coulter)
Subject: Re: ST:TNG (Just some thoughts)

JSGOTTLI@owucomcn.BITNET writes:
>The episode where Dr. Crusher gets trapped in the warp bubble, and the
>Traveler returns is titled: Remember Me.  I don't think that Wes has any
>sort of powers that no one else has.  The Traveler said that everyone has
>the ability, but not all can use it.  I think that he helped Wes to use it
>to get his mom back.

No, the Traveler specifically said that Wes is "special".  He told Picard
this in the first Traveler eposide.

>But Wait!  There's More!!!: In "Brothers" Lore used some gadget under the
>his thumbnail.  Too small to be a transporter, any ideas?????

I assume this was just a communication device with which he contacted his
ship, telling it to beam him up.

>Get ready, the Borg will be back!  The crew was lucky that they were
>tapped into the Borg last time, I don't think they will have that luxury
>this time.  Should prove to be interesting.  Any ideas on what this
>season's Q-episode will be?  Any speculations on Guinan's character?

The latest word from various conventions and various Star Trek
personalities is as follows:
  The Borg will be back, and they'll be quite different. {Intentionally
    vague and mysterious remarks from Richard Arnold, a ST:TNG big-wig}

  There may or may not be another Q episode; they won't do one unless they
    get a *good* script.  This is good news, I don't want them to do a
    lousy Q episode just because they feel obligated to.

  Rumors indicate we'll see an episode featuring Guinan's mother or
    daughter, possibly played by Nichelle Nichols (a.k.a. Uhura)

Scott D. Coulter
Georgia Tech Software Engineering Research Center
scott@cc.gatech.edu

------------------------------

Date: 3 Dec 90 13:53:45 GMT
From: mobrien@ecs.umass.edu
Subject: Re: ST:TNG

vonbosau@BUCLAA.BU.EDU (Laura Von Bosau) writes:
> MDIGIACO@tufts.bitnet writes:
>>[The one with the human raised by aliens]: Ouch!!!  All of that effort to
>>introduce him to human culture, and the youth goes back anyway.
>
> I liked the ending; it was a lot more "real" than if, in a swell of
> violin music, he had smiled bravely through tears at his "father" and
> confessed his true urge to go back to Earth.
>
>>Plus, I thought that the abuse issue was used offhandedly, and does not
>>bode well for the future.

The writers of both the series and the novels don't seem to do a good job
with moral stories.  But comparing this one to what TNG has done in the
past, it wasn't that bad.

>>[Dr. Crusher gets zapped by a warp bubble]: Not to put any slurs on Gates
>>McFadden's acting, but this episode was really stupid.  I'd hoped the
>>Traveler story line would be ignored, but now Wesley has this weird
>>ability, which I hope we never see again.

O.K., but for what the episode was, Gates McFadden did a good acting job. I
was surprised, I didn't think she was that good of an actress.

> Kind of makes you wish they'd done an "evil twin" episode with Wesley,
> eh?  Think of all the things Evil Wesley could have done - yelling at
> Mom, sabotaging Engineering, chasing girls (or boys), swilling beer,
> getting a

Who needs an evil twin for Wesley.  It was his screw-up that put his mom in
the Warp Bubble.  Plus he has sabotaged Engineering before in "The Naked
Now" and the ship's computer in the episode that first had the nanites.
With officers like this, who needs Romulans to cause havoc.8-)

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

		Books - Card (2 msgs) & Cherryh (6 msgs) &
                        Donaldson & Short Reviews

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 5 Dec 90 19:22:08 GMT
From: brabec@fourier.princeton.edu (Charles Brabec)
Subject: Orson Scott Card's New Book

I've noticed in the bookstores that O.S.C. has a new book out. I read the
cover notes and it's something about a society where the rich folks spend
most of their years in suspended animation so they can live to see the
future.

Has anyone read this book? How is it?

(The only reason I didn't buy it on sight is I knew people needed X-mas
present ideas for me. I'm beginning to get impatient.)

Charles J. Brabec
Graduate Student
Applied Math/Physics
Princeton University
brabec@acm.princeton.edu

------------------------------

Date: 5 Dec 90 21:01:32 GMT
From: atc@cs.utexas.edu (Alvin T. Campbell III)
Subject: Re: Orson Scott Card's New Book

Charles Brabec writes:
>I've noticed in the bookstores that O.S.C. has a new book out. I read the
>cover notes and its something about a society where the rich folks spend
>most of their years in suspended animation so they can live to see the
>future.
>
>Has anyone read this book? How is it?

This book is called THE WORTHING SAGA.  It does not really contain any new
material, but is rather a compilation/rewrite of Card's first two books,
CAPITOL and HOT SLEEP, which are now out of print.  I have not read the new
volume, but have read the original versions.

As mentioned on the cover blurbs, the book is about a society where
privileged individuals prolong their lives with periodic doses of suspended
animation.  CAPITOL is a collection of several short stories set at various
times during the development of this society.  I found the world-building
interesting.  Card nicely explored some of the psychological and social
implications of the concept.  Upon looking at the table of contents of THE
WORTHING SAGA, it appears that most of these stories have been reproduced
intact in the new volume.

HOT SLEEP is a novel which follows the life of one specific individual in
this world, at a rather advanced point in the society's development.  When
I read this book last summer, I was surprised to see so many of the same
concepts that characterize Card's later work.  These include religion, the
individual's place within society, and difficult moral dilemmas.  While the
writing shows some signs of a newly professional author, I still found the
story quite strong.  Apparently Card was not happy with examples of his
early work in print, so he decided to rewrite the whole novel, as he did
recently with TREASON.  The bulk of THE WORTHING SAGA seems to consist of a
new version of HOT SLEEP.  By the way, although I have not seen it, I
believe that the rewrite of HOT SLEEP was done a few years ago and
published as a separate volume called THE WORTHING CHRONICLE.

THE WORTHING SAGA has an introduction by Card which probably says much of
what I have written here, although surely in more detail.

I am certain that any fan of Orson Scott Card would enjoy the stories in
THE WORTHING SAGA.  People who have read CAPITOL, HOT SLEEP, or THE
WORTHING CHRONICLE should be warned that they will be getting material that
they have seen before, although perhaps in rewritten form.

The original poster, Charles, mentioned that he was considering asking for
THE WORTHING SAGA as a Christmas gift.  This would be a good choice, but I
think a better gift for a Card fan would be the recent hardback book, MAPS
IN THE MIRROR, which nicely collects almost all of Card's short fiction
from the beginning of his career to the present.

A. T. Campbell, III
CS Department, University of Texas
atc@cs.utexas.edu
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Date: 5 Dec 90 14:59:21 GMT
From: steve@huxley.huxley.bitstream.com (Steve Stein)
Subject: Morgaine and Who killed Ari Emory? (was: Re: Cherryh)

BECKS@taunivm.BITNET (Sara Beck) writes:

> First, why are the Morgaine books referred to as Fantasy? To me they are
> one of the great examples of whoever's law, the one about it being
> impossible to distinguish a sufficiently advanced technology from magic.
> One of the And why oh why are they called CELTIC Fantasy? Sometimes it
> seems that any book with horses in it gets automatically classed as
> Fantasy

This intrigues me, too.  I'm NOT a "Fantasy" fan, but I LOVE the Morgaine
books. (BTW, "Exile's Gate" screams for a sequel!)  I think it's classified
as "CELTIC fantasy" because Vanye is seen as a "knight" - the whole world
of Ander-Kursh has distinct overtones of Arthurian England, hence "Celtic".
It's a "fantasy" because any mixture of advanced technology and medieval
society must be "fantasy", right? :-).

>  Second, in the continuing "who did the murder in Cyteen" argument, I
> vote for the Nyes.  Who else had the power to kill Florian1 and Caitlin1
> (under the name of "termination")?  Motive, well they tried to kill Ari2
> when she seemd to be getting too independant.  Anyone else willing to go
> public with a theory?

I've always thought it was Denis Nye, without Giraud's knowledge.  Carole
??'s posting made me go back and reread the first "Cyteen" to look for
clues.  Giraud's conduct of the "investigation" convinces me that he REALLY
doesn't know who did it (nor does he much care, which IS strange).

Jordan REALLY could have done it.  I see no reason why not, his
protestations notwithstanding.  Although the reader may have sympathy for
him at the time of the murder, it turns out that he's not really that great
a guy.

Florian1 (!!) could have done it, if azis are capable of such.  He was sent
away on an errand just before it happened, and I guess he went, but it's
not 100% clear.  BTW, I don't think Florian1 and Catlin1 were killed, I
think they committed suicide.

Denis is completely unaccounted for at the time of the murder, hardly
mentioned at all.  He certainly has a bunch of motives - internal control
of Reseune, a desire to get started on Ari2, etc.  Did he have the
opportunity?  I don't know, I can't find any clues here.

And finally, the easy way out:
I don't think Cherryh means for this mystery to be solved.  IT REALLY
DOESN'T MATTER WHO'S GUILTY - the system is going to chew you up and spit
you out anyway, guilty or not.  LOTS of people wanted Ari1 dead, after all.

More clues, anyone?

Steve Stein

------------------------------

Date: 5 Dec 90 18:55:18 GMT
From: netcom!dani@claris.com (Dani Zweig)
Subject: Re: Cherryh

BECKS@taunivm.BITNET (Sara Beck):
>     First, why are the Morgaine books referred to as Fantasy? To me they
>are one of the great examples of whoever's law, the one about it being
>impossible to distinguish a sufficiently advanced technology from magic.

Seems to me you've answered your own question: If it looks like a duck and
quacks like a duck, you might as well call it a duck.  Suppose on the last
page of the last Conan novel, Conan revealed that he was really a time
traveller and that all his exploits were made possible by the
microcircuitry hidden within his sword: Would you suddenly start calling
the Conan books science fiction?  The distinction between science fiction
and fantasy is hard to pin down, but to the extent that it exists, it
surely depends more on attitude than technology.

Dani Zweig
netcom!dani@apple.com

------------------------------

Date: 5 Dec 90 20:25:00 GMT
From: IBC6HSR@oac.ucla.edu ("hari ramachandran")
Subject: Morgaine = Celtic fantasy?

BECKS@taunivm.bitnet (Sara Beck) writes:
> A couple of the points bought up in the recent Cherryh discussion have
> been nagging at me.  I will now turn around and nag everyone else with
> them.  First, why are the Morgaine books referred to as Fantasy? To me
> they are one of the great examples of whoever's law, the one about it
> being impossible to distinguish a sufficiently advanced technology from
> magic.

I remember reading a very early review of Cherryh's work.  I believe the
first Morgaine book was her very first. The reviewer raved over it, saying
'here is a great new talent <etc>'. At that time, anything with a sword was
fantasy. Which is why it was considered fantasy, I think.

I also remember the reviewer being disappointed with her next effort,
saying "this is why one mustn't praise promising new authors. The praise
goes to their head and they start taking themselves too seriously!" <I
think this was in reference to 'wave without a shore' perhaps?>

Also, personally, I found that in Morgaine, while you had 'magic' (or high
tech.), the force that drove events was the interaction of personalities.
The myth that was Morgaine vs. the reality of Morgaine the woman. For me,
the split between fantasy and SF is basically that fantasy examines moral
questions through people interacting with people, and with history and
myth, while SF examines questions through people interacting with
situations (alien societies, technology, even magic itself). (Hmm. I am not
sure just what the above sentence means, so it must be something profound
:^)

> And why, oh why, are they called CELTIC Fantasy? I've read my cubic foot
> of Celtic Fantasy in my time, and damned if I see any Celtic elements in
> these.  Sometimes it seems that any book with horses in it gets
> automatically classed as Fantasy, and any book with horses and a cultural
> setting which is not explicitly NON-Celtic (like Amerindian or Chinese)
> gets automatically classed as Celtic Fantasy.

Are they? I think you are thinking of Cherryh's _other_ fantasy, which is
certainly Celtic. To tell the truth, when I read the Morgaine stories, I
was most strongly reminded of Le Guin's early work, her first book I think,
where you have this Norse goddess type heroine experiencing culture shock
as she encounters the galactic society (Been some time and I have forgotten
all the details :^) I have always thought of Morgaine as a 'vulnerable
valkyrie'.

Hari
hsr@uclaph.physics.ucla.edu
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Date: 6 Dec 90 01:53:00 GMT
From: DECNET@crnlgsm.bitnet
Subject: Cyteen's unresolved murder

BECKS@taunivm.bitnet (Sara Beck) writes:
>A couple of the points bought up in the recent Cherryh discussion have
>been nagging at me.  I will now turn around and nag everyone else with
>them.  First, why are the Morgaine books referred to as Fantasy? To me
>they are
[...]  
>things made by qhal, most of which I can use myself".  And why, oh why,
>are they called CELTIC Fantasy? I've read my cubic foot of Celtic Fantasy
>in my

You are perfectly right in the senses that they are not Celtic fantasy, but
unless I am completely mistaken, mention of CJC's Celtic books refers to
_The Tree of Swords and Jewels_ and _The Dreamstone_ series.

>   Second, in the continuing "who did the murder in Cyteen" argument, I
>vote for the Nyes.  Who else had the power to kill Florian1 and Caitlin1
>(under the name of "termination")?

Yes, but *why* would they do it?

>Motive, well they tried to kill Ari2 when she seemd to be getting too
>independant.  Anyone else willing to go public with a theory?

This is not a motive for the first murder, inasmuch as you cannot kill
somebody today *because* you will kill them tomorrow.  It is a presumption
at best: since they (or more precisely, Dennis) killed AE2, it gives us a
good reason to suspect them (or him) to have killed AE1.  It does not give
us a reason *why* they (or he) would do it in the first place.

Granted that the main reason why Dennis tried killing AE2 when she began
showing independence of action, it represents an alternative reason (other
than having killed her the first time around) for killing her this time.

In case you are going to argue that he may have done it the first time for
the same reason, let us remember that AE1 never 'began' acting
independently: she had been doing it for a long time already.

On the other hand, (shooting all my previous arguments in the foot), Dennis
did not seem to threaten AE2 until she started to question Jordan's
culpability.  This would mean that he was the guilty party.  But in that
case, why resurrect her once he was rid of AE1?  Was it because Giraud did
not know about it and really believed in Jordan's being the murderer?  This
does not seem likely considering the talk he has with him right afterwards.
Could the whole thing have been an accident?

Hopelessly confused.

------------------------------

Date: 6 Dec 90 04:49:13 GMT
From: miodeen@buddha.ncc.umn.edu (Mike Odeen)
Subject: Re: Cyteen's unresolved murder

I don't think the Nyes were really responsible for the original Caitlin and
Florian's death.  As I recall their major motivation for living was to
serve Ari I.  After she died they had no on to serve, no purpose.  They
requested termination, which I suppose had to be approved by the Nyes.

Michael J. Odeen
miodeen@buddha.ncc.umn.edu
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Date: 5 Dec 90 21:56:29 GMT
From: rxcjm@minyos.xx.rmit.oz.au (John Mazzocchi)
Subject: Re: Cherryh

BECKS@taunivm.BITNET (Sara Beck) writes:
> First, why are the Morgaine books referred to as Fantasy? To me they are

Maybe because there are people dressed (according to the book covers and
the descriptions in the text) in all the trappings of what are normally
considered fantasy/barbarian/etc. settings. Also there are no spaceships,
robots, computers, intergalactic communications networks, etc. That is to
say, I think they're not SF, so I may as well call them fantasy.

>to distinguish a sufficiently advanced technology from magic. One of the

Oh, you mean her sword and the little "laser"?? she uses to light fires.
Yeah, I guess, but I still wouldn't call it science fiction, maybe science
fantasy.

John Mazzocchi
Melbourne, Victoria
Australia
rxcjm@minyos.xx.rmit.oz.au

------------------------------

Date: 5 Dec 90 19:41:07 GMT
From: GGGALA%WMVM1@vtvm2.cc.vt.edu (Petiron)
Subject: Stephen Donaldson - Thomas Convenant

jpollock@eagle.wesleyan.edu writes:
>But also, what one must remember is that even though Covenant is dead, he
>probably could be brought back (remember Sunder and Hollian?), or just be
>in the story as a spectre.  I wouldn't put it past Donaldson.

Well, remember that Covenant told Avery that he would always be there to
prevent Lord Bane from leaving that world, even though Lord Bane had only
to tell Convenant to be gone.  Bane was too sure that the white gold would
have the power he needed to escape from his prison.  No, Covenant is not
gone.

------------------------------

Date: 4 Dec 90 19:16:47 GMT
From: eric@snark.thyrsus.com (Eric S. Raymond)
Subject: Reviews: short takes

Finishing off the September catchup.

Title:     Knight of Shadows
By:        Roger Zelazny
Publisher: Avon (September 1990)
Format:    pb
ISBN:      0-380-75501-7

   And it's grind, clank, grind as Zelazny churns out another volume in a
series that should have been left to expire peacefully five years ago.  Not
that the first four Amber books weren't a lot of fun in their way; I liked
them. The trouble is Zelazny keeps changing the rules, or maybe can't
decide what they are. The effect is a lot like one of the old Doc Smith
space operas, where you get pseudo-resolutions followed by some character
wheeling in a whole new set of physical laws and restarting the same old
fireworks at a higher level. After three or four rounds of this, one's
sense of wonder starts to flag unavoidably. So with Zelazny. Out of plot
twists?  Fine. Introduce another unexplained super-artifact or level of
pseudo-metaphysical complication to your fantasy and have at it. Internal
consistency? Economy of concept? What's that you say? Confirmed Amber fans
will enjoy; anyone who hasn't read the previous books will be bewildered; I
was bored.

Title:     Revenge of the Fluffy Bunnies
By:        Craig Shaw Gardner
Publisher: Ace (September 1990)
Format:    pb, 216pp
ISBN:      0-441-71833-7

   This, following "Slaves of the Volcano God" and "Bride of the Slime
Monster", finishes off "The Cineverse Cycle".  It's more of the sort of
camp humor and gleefully cliche-ridden slapstick readers of the earlier
books will expect, sort of a fantasy equivalent of the immortal "50 Worst
Movies Of All Time". Can Roger Gordon, in his new identity as Captain
Crusader, defeat the minions of the infamous Doctor Dread and reverse the
Change that has villains winning and entertainment losing all over the
Cineverse? Will he ever extricate his beloved Delores from the nauseating
clutches of Edward the Slime Monster? And what about Dwight the Wonder Dog?
Read this to find out. I enjoyed it, but the prose was definitely
heavy-handed and the ending kind of flat. Others less willing to forgive
poor writing in the service of high camp might find it irredeemably lame.

Title:     Lord Conrad's Lady
By:        Leo Frankowski
Publisher: Ballantine/Del Rey (September 1990)
Format:    pb, 296pp
ISBN:      0-345-36849-5

   With this book Frankowski's Crosstime Engineer series finally lurches to
a close. Most of the author's effort in this one seems to have gone to
rescuing himself from the charge of unbelievably regressive sexism
justified by the other four books. He doesn't succeed, and the series as a
whole is going to offend the crap out of anyone who dislikes seeing women
treated as disposable sexual conveniences. But the engineering bits are so
interesting, dammit! I'm glad I get these free and don't have to reward him
for them, though.

------------------------------
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Date: 30 Nov 90 10:01:46 GMT
From: mst@vexpert.dbai.tuwien.ac.at (Markus Stumptner)
Subject: Kzin aggressivity (was: Re: Predator II)

A.Waterworth@newcastle.ac.uk (A Waterworth):
> P.S. With regard to the Kzin in the Man-Kzin wars stuff that is being
>written by Niven, Anderson, Ing and Uncle Tom Cobbleigh and all, do the
>Kzin ever get beyond their "bear down upon thy enemy, screaming and
>spitting" stage? I know that the original Niven stuff regarding these cute
>little pussy-cats most certainly does not credit them with much more than
>a Berserker approach to battle, but have any of the other writers opted
>for making the Kzin a bit more retrospect in their ways?

I remember a passage by Niven somewhere (Ringworld Engineers?)  where the
question is discussed whether the Kzin might be developing into a more
"docile" :-) race due to the fact that the most aggressive part of the
population was lost in the Man-Kzin wars, the whole situation having been
set up by the Puppeteers for exactly that reason.

Markus Stumptner
Technical University of Vienna                  
Paniglg. 16, A-1040 Vienna, Austria
mst@vexpert.dbai.tuwien.ac.at
vexpert!mst@uunet.uu.net
...mcsun!vexpert!mst
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Date: 30 Nov 90 14:29:00 GMT
From: J_DELANO@unhh.bitnet
Subject: Niven's main characters

   OK, I want to know which story each character appears in first, and then
each succeeding story, to wit:
      Howie - The Coldest Place, Becalmed in Hell, etc.
      Jack Brennan:
      Beowulf Schaeffer;
      Teela Brown:
      Truesdale:
      Carlos wu:
      Louis Wu:
      etc.

Also, the Outsiders, I'm told, are composed of a Helium II metabolism.
Does that make them the same creatures that Howie encountered on
Mercury?(cf The Coldest Place).

You know, I really wish I had my copy of Tales of Known space.

Thanks.

------------------------------

Date: 30 Nov 90 18:36:15 GMT
From: spcoltri@uokmax.ecn.uoknor.edu (Steve Coltrin)
Subject: Re: Niven's main characters

J_DELANO@unhh.BITNET writes:
>OK, I want to know which story each character appears in first, and then
>each succeeding story, to wit:
>   Howie -The Coldest Place, Becalmed in Hell, etc.

Those two and that's it.

>   Jack Brennan:

_Protector_.

>   Beowulf Schaeffer;

Everything in _Neutron Star_ but "The Soft Weapon", "A Relic of Empire",
and "The Handicapped", and "The Borderlands of Sol."  Ghod help me if I
remember the names or orders.

>   Teela Brown:

_Ringworld_, _TRE_.

>   Truesdale:

_Protector_.

>   Carlos wu:

"The Borderlands of Sol".

>   Louis Wu:

Parenthetically mentioned in "TBoS".  Appears in "There Is a Tide",
_Ringworld_, and _TRE_.

>Also, the Outsiders, I'm told, are composed of a Helium II metabolism.
>Does that make them the same creatures that Howie encountered on
>Mercury?(cf The Coldest Place).

   Nope.  The Outsiders would have offered to sell him the gravity
generator or something.  ;)

(Besides, "TCP" was SF when written, but fantasy when published.)

spcoltri@uokmax.ecn.uoknor.edu

------------------------------

Date: 30 Nov 90 21:02:46 GMT
From: crisper@ucscb.ucsc.edu (Dan Will Eat Itself)
Subject: Re: Ringworld Question - SPOILERS

rlk@THINK.COM (Robert L Krawitz) writes:
>schmidea@clutx.clarkson.edu writes:
>>   Back to the question.  No, the foundation material wouldn't protect
>>the ringworld anyway, with or without the Fist Of God mountain.  Enough
>>radiation would shine through to thoroughly cook the place.
>
>I don't recall either book ever stating how much harmful radiation would
>get through (neutrinos are essentially harmless, since almost nothing
>absorbs them to any great degree).  Fist of God would provide a window for
>nastier radiation.  The implication was that if scrith blocks 60% of
>neutrinos, then most radiation is stopped cold.  Of course, there are
>diffraction effects, the explosion might not be a point source, etc.
>
>I recall reading that 99.7% of the energy of a supernova explosion is
>emitted in the form of neutrinos.  If this holds true for the core
>explosion (which was supposed to be massive supernovas), then would enough
>energy be released to heat the scrith dangerously?  I suspect not, because
>the distance would decrease the energy density (the danger of ionizing
>radiation isn't the macroscopic energy density, but the ionizing effects,
>which aren't at issue with scrith), but I haven't attempted to calculate
>the effect.

   Well, it seems that there is no conflict between the two following
statements:

   1) Ringworld was designed to be invulnerable to the radiation of the
core explosion. The Engineers knew about it and planned accordingly.
     (Whether this is true or not is conjecture.)

   2) Fist of God negates this protective value because it would allow
the radiation to pass through.

   ...because one of the major themes of RINGWORLD is that the Engineers
didn't count on every possible accident, error, or coincidence. Fist of God
was not something the Engineers made; it was the result of astronomical
odds.  They might very well have made themselves a haven from the core
explosion, only to have this meteor punch a hole right through their
foolproof plan.

------------------------------

Date: 30 Nov 90 20:32:17 GMT
From: efwjr@oberon.paradyne.com (Ellsworth Warmouth (813)530-2882)
Subject: Re: Ringworld Question - SPOILERS

tobritt@mars.lerc.nasa.gov writes:
>I just got through reading Niven's Ringworld for the first time.  

Good choice for a topic given the propensity around here for fantasy.  IMHO
this is one of the best hard SF books around. The rest of the Known Space
series are very good also. Ringworld Engineers is not quite up to the same
level as Ringworld in hard SF quality, but it does develop the characters a
lot more and allows us to explore the Ringworld to a greater extent. But,
is just as good (IMHO) as the other Known Space Stories.

>I have a question however, so if you are afraid of spoilers, turn back
>now.  Towards the end of the book we found out that the Ringworld is in
>line with the galactic core.  Thus, since the foundation material absorbes
>neutrinos Ringworld is supposedly immune to the galactic core explosion.

The galactic core explosion may or may not be real in Known Space since
Niven later postulated in a outline for a book that was never published
(called Down in Flames) that the trip that Louis Wu took to the core was
faked by the Puppeteers.

>My question is, wouldn't the hole in the foundation at the top of FIST OF
>GOD screw this up.  If Ringworld spins at 770 m/s, this hole would allow
>neutrinos through to impact the other side of Ringworld on the *inside*.
>So, a swath would be made right down the middle of Ringworld because FIST
>OF GOD was almost equal distance from both edges.

Good theory, but everything would have to be just perfect to get a swath
right down the middle of Ringworld. The cone of Fist of God would have to
be perfectly aligned with the path of the neutrinos coming from the core
for them to even strike the inside surface of Ringworld. There would be
more danger at the edges from neutrinos that were not absorbed by the
Scrith on one side impacting on the inside. Of course most of those would
just impact on the rim mountains but some would get through to the floor.

>Is this dealt with in Ringworld Engineers?  I hadn't really thought about
>reading the sequel but I might if it answers this question.  And no, I
>haven't read Protectors either.  Comments anyone?

By all means you should read all the Known Space books. This topic does not
come up at all in Ringworld Engineers. But Louis Wu, the Puppeteers and
even Teela Brown appear in Engineers so if you loved Ringworld as much as I
did you will still enjoy Ringworld Engineers almost as much.

Ellsworth Warmouth
AT&T Paradyne Corp. Largo FL
813-530-2882
efwjr@pdn.paradyne.com
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Date: 29 Nov 90 19:28:40 GMT
From: gt1759c@prism.gatech.edu (Haydon)
Subject: Re: Predator II

A.Waterworth@newcastle.ac.uk (A Waterworth) writes:
>P.S. With regard to the Kzin - in the Man-Kzin wars stuff that is being
>written by Niven, Anderson, Ing and Uncle Tom Cobbleigh and all, do the
>Kzin ever get beyond their "bear down upon thy enemy, screaming and
>spitting" stage? I know that the original Niven stuff regarding these cute
>little pussy-cats most certainly does not credit them with much more than
>a Berserker approach to battle, but have any of the other writers opted
>for making the Kzin a bit more retrospect in their ways?

Actually, most of the good stories out of Man-Kzin Wars are when you meet
Kzin who don't just scream and leap. For example, a stranded Human makes
friends with a Kzin Captain (after stranding the Kzin), and 2 _long_
stories out of II and III deal with the effects of a Kzin Admiral in Alpha
Centauri who is preparing for the nth Assault on Sol. The first story is
better, (because the Admiral is *dead* in the second, it's just that his
ideas live on) as the Kzin is trying to teach other Kzin to wait and
analyze. So, in summary, YES!

Donald Morris
gt1759c@prism.gatech.edu 
vapspze@prism.gatech.edu

------------------------------

Date: 5 Dec 90 00:18:58 GMT
From: ee5391aa@hydra.unm.edu (Duke McMullan n5gax)
Subject: Yeah, more about the Ringworld Question -- but NO SPOILERS!

I don't know if anyone's brought it up yet, but the angular width of the
Ringworld Floor at the Top of the Arch is _very_ likely too narrow to block
most of the core radiation.

However, in one of his essays, L.N. comments that the Slaver stasis field
is so versatile that every story he writes has to be checked to see if the
problem can be solved with stasis fields.

I necessarily have to extrapolate here, so let me state my assumptions:
   Down In Flames doesn't apply.  The Core Explosion is real.

   The human protectors clobber the Pak protectors.  They're smarter.

   Most of the human protectors return, and begin to protect human space in
   the manner in which Brennan guarded the Sol system: subtly, quietly, and
   from a distance.  The extreme xenophobia of the Pak doesn't apply; the
   human protectors allow the various intelligent species of Known Space to
   interact freely with humans, to the mutual benefit of everyone involved.
   (Note that the Kzinti might disagree with this.  ;^)

Okay, first, the core explosion.  We have about 20 kY. until the radiation
from the core becomes high enough to cause a problem.  Large, flat stasis
fields can protect individual planets; the Belters will have to fudge it up
in a different manner.  It might even be possible to construct a large
scale gravitational lens a la Brennan's "telescope" to do the job.  I have
no opinions regarding which would be easier.  By now, we have at least the
gravity planer of the Kzinti, if not something much better.  Very likely,
the protectors can produce the equivalent of the Outsiders' reactionless
drives.

Those drives might be just the ticket for a more reliable stablization
method for Ringworld.  Certainly the protectors will find out about
Ringworld.  This means wide knowledge of the Quantum 2 hyperdrive (And,
perhaps, even higher quanta? Didn't Carlos Wu hint at this in "The
Borderland of Sol"?)  There are so many possibilities, considering 1) the
time available and 2) the protectors' intelligence, that many solutions
become available.  Of course, in 20 thousand years, many, MANY things could
go wrong.  ;^)

Duke McMullan
ee5391aa@hydra.unm.edu
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Date: 5 Dec 90 19:31:27 GMT
From: fiddler@concertina.eng.sun.com (Steve Hix)
Subject: Re: Yeah, more about the Ringworld Question -- but NO SPOILERS!

ee5391aa@hydra.unm.edu (Duke McMullan) writes:
> However, in one of his essays, L.N. comments that the Slaver stasis field
> is so versatile that every story he writes has to be checked to see if
> the problem can be solved with stasis fields.
>
> I necessarily have to extrapolate here, so let me state my assumptions:
>
>   Down In Flames doesn't apply.  The Core Explosion is real.
>
>   The human protectors clobber the Pak protectors.  They're smarter.
>
>   Most of the human protectors return, and begin to protect human space
>   in the manner in which Brennan guarded the Sol system:

What about enclosing each inhabited solar system in a single (large!)
stasis field.  Fix it so that the field can be switched off after radiation
levels have dropped back to more normal levels.  Looks like a workable
solution, given the time available and existence of stasis devices.

Maybe the Puppeteers thought of it, but either don't trust slaver stasis
technology, or were worried that someone might find them and be waiting for
them when dropped the field (reasonable if you assume that almost everyone
else in Known Space would figure a "safe" background radiation level to be
quite a bit higher than one acceptable to Puppeteers).

What are time-rate effects inside large stasis fields, btw?

------------------------------

Date: 6 Dec 90 05:58:29 GMT
From: jimcat@rpi.edu (Jim Kasprzak)
Subject: Re: Yeah, more about the Ringworld Question -- but NO SPOILERS!

fiddler@concertina.Eng.Sun.COM (Steve Hix) writes:
>ee5391aa@hydra.unm.edu (Duke McMullan) writes:
>> However, in one of his essays, L.N. comments that the Slaver stasis
>> field is so versatile that every story he writes has to be checked to
>> see if the problem can be solved with stasis fields.
>
>What about enclosing each inhabited solar system in a single (large!)
>stasis field.  Fix it so that the field can be switched off after
>radiation levels have dropped back to more normal levels.  Looks like a
>workable solution, given the time available and existence of stasis
>devices.
>
>Maybe the Puppeteers thought of it, but either don't trust slaver stasis
>technology, or were worried that someone might find them and be waiting
>for them when dropped the field (reasonable if you assume that almost
>everyone else in Known Space would figure a "safe" background radiation
>level to be quite a bit higher than one acceptable to Puppeteers).
>
>What are time-rate effects inside large stasis fields, btw?
 
 Here's a better question: what would the energy requirements of a stasis
field that large be? Perhaps more than the entire energy flux of the sun in
question.
 
 That's one (of many) big plot hole in Niven's Known Space physics: how
stasis fields are powered. What sort of energy source could keep powering
such a thing for billions of years? Any sort of conventional fuel would be
used up or decay after that long. Possibly matter-to- energy conversion
would hold out that long, but Kzanol's stasis field couldn't have been
powered that way (given the facts from "The Soft Weapon", mass conversion
was discovered by the Tnuctip and kept secret from the Kzinti until the
rebellion). The only power source I can think of which would be that
durable is a quantum black hole, and as we've seen in "The Borderland Of
Sol" and "Inconstant Star", quantum black holes are exceedingly rare in
Known Space.
 
 So what keeps a stasis field going for so long? Any good rationalizations?

Jim Kasprzak
RPI, Troy, NY         
kasprzak@mts.rpi.edu
userfe0u@rpitsmts.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 3 Dec 90 18:05:16 GMT
From: witt@iccgcc.decnet.ab.com
Subject: An Old Enigma

Hello,

Back in the late sixties I read a good SF book titled BEYOND THE BLACK
ENIGMA. I don't recall all of the details of the story but I remember it
took place on an planet inhabited by aliens called Topars and that they
wore time belts that could place them in the past, present or future at the
touch of a button.

Does anybody recognize this title and know who wrote the story?

Thanks in advance.

Thomas Witt
Allen-Bradley Co.
Twinsburg, Ohio

------------------------------

Date: 4 Dec 90 02:16:00 GMT
From: NOWAKO09@snybufva.bitnet (APPLE //GS - THE POWER TO BE YOUR BEST)
Subject: Help! Help!

   I'm looking for a novel published around '85 or '86 about the actual
development of the 'force field'. The principals of this are first
discovered at Lawrence Livermore Labs (when you care enough to send the
very best.).  The defensive capabilities are readily apparent. Whole cities
can be protected from thermonuclear fire. Yet the cities quickly run out of
oxygen and I think partially, sunlight. Thus the offensive capabilities are
realized and whole cities are suddenly 'bobbled' their populations
asphyxiated and/or starved until someone comes up with a 'field
suppressor'.
   I remember a short story based in the same world/scenerio in Analog a
few years ago too. It was very good. The US had fragmented along regional
lines into separate countries after the major cities where permanently
bobbled. Those that remained had an interesting mix of agricultural society
and cutting edge tech that would be all our most progressive dreams come
true. 'Playground of the mind' stuff here (as Larry Niven puts it). Sound
familiar to anyone?

Thanks!

Joe Nowakowski

------------------------------
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SF-LOVERS Digest           Thursday, 6 Dec 1990       Volume 15 : Issue 420

Today's Topics:

       Books - Heinlein (4 msgs) & McCaffrey & Pournelle (2 msgs) &
               Powers (3 msgs) & Smith (2 msgs) & Zindell &
               Request Answers (8 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: Wed, 5 Dec 90 09:11:01 EST
From: ALBERGA@ibm.com
Subject: Heinlein and Brass Cannons

I haven't read Grumbles from the Grave yet, but somewhere in the Heinlein
oeuvre (possibly in tMiaHM, but I'm not with my books just now) there is a
joke, which I will simply outline here.

  A pennyless but proud veteren is given a make-work job, polishing the
  brass cannon on the courthouse lawn.  He is paid from a fund secretly set
  up by the towns people, to get around his distaste for charity.  After
  several years he anounces that he is quiting, and when he is offered a
  "raise" he declines, saying:

  "Oh, no.  I've been saving my money, and I've bought my own brass
  cannon." 

This has always been a favorate joke of mine.  When I take about retiring
and getting a personal computer my wife always tells me I'll be "buying my
own brass cannon"!

Cyril N. Alberga

------------------------------

Date: 5 Dec 90 18:19:57 GMT
From: everett@hpcvra.cv.hp.com.CV.HP.COM (Everett Kaser)
Subject: uncut Stranger In a Strange Land

Just saw in the new issue of Locus that the "unexpurgated", "restored",
"uncut", "over 50,000 words restored" edition of _Stranger_In_A_Strange_
Land_ is to be released mid-December in hardcover.

Everett Kaser
Hewlett-Packard Company
...hplabs!hp-pcd!everett
everett%hpcvra@hplabs.hp.com

------------------------------

Date: 5 Dec 90 21:08:20 GMT
From: rubinoff@linc.cis.upenn.edu (Robert Rubinoff)
Subject: Re: uncut Stranger In a Strange Land

everett@hpcvra.cv.hp.com.CV.HP.COM (Everett Kaser) writes:
>Just saw in the new issue of Locus that the "unexpurgated", "restored",
>"uncut", "over 50,000 words restored" edition of _Stranger_In_A_Strange_
>Land_ is to be released mid-December in hardcover.

It's also the latest featured selection of the SF Book Club.

I don't know, though; after reading some of Heinlein's recent work, which
seemed like it desperately needed editing, I wonder whether the book won't
end up being too long and meandering.  Frankly, I thought that the
published version was too long already.

Robert

------------------------------

Date: 6 Dec 90 08:50:01 GMT
From: PDJ7631@rigel.tamu.edu (I LIKE ANIMALS. I MEAN *LIKE* ANIMALS...)
Subject: Heinlein:  Friday universe .ne. Lazarus universe

Please recall the method of interstellar travel used in _Friday_: the ships
went ftl by a means which was not really described but which uses energy
(in whatever form, by whatever means) to accelerate, and halfway through
the trip reclaims the energy by slowing down, "like a funicular".  Or,
indeed, like the ballistic tube described in _Cat WhoWTW_.  Lazarus's
universe has no such technique.  The only interstellar ships were the
"generation" types, stl, until the Libby comes up with his light-pressure
drive, and then cribs the irrelevency drive from the Little People.

Paul D. Jones

------------------------------

Date: 6 Dec 90 00:37:08 GMT
From: mk3c+@andrew.cmu.edu (Melinda J. Klump)
Subject: Re: Anne McC/ the FSP

Just about all of Anne's books are related with the Federated Sentient
Planets or Federation of Sentient Planets as the backdrop beaurocracy.
Killashandra and crystal singer also take part in the FSP.  As far as
defining a future history is concerned, she has done nothing about that
(which I think is intelligent until she has many more books to her name).

I would venture to guess that Dragonsdawn takes place in very early FSP
history, since the Pernese have been on the planet for almost 2000 years.
The chances of a FSP representative contacting them at the end of Renegades
(the discovery of the computer) is slim, unless it has managed to perfect
the basic tenents of non-corruptable government, and revolution.

To Ride Pegasus and others seem like they could be int the very beginnings
of the FSP, since she uses telepaths as the main characters.  If you read
Dragonsdawn very carefully, you will see that she talks very much about the
history of the FSP as dialogue amongst the characters.

Anyone else have any further clarifications/ speculations?

Michael J Pastor III

------------------------------

Date: 4 Dec 90 23:55:01 GMT
From: v116r8ac@ubvmsd.cc.buffalo.edu (The Bibliophile)
Subject: Pournelle

I've seen a bit about Jerry Pournelle in one of the reviews here.  IMHO,
his *Jannisarries* series is absolutely terrific!  I can't wait for volume
4.  Anyone have any idea when it's coming?  I can't wait. (See - I'm so
frustrated that I'm starting to repeat myself.)

Anyway, how about some of you reviewers out there giving us your opinion
about THIS series?  I think it's great, but what do you think?

v116r8ac@ubvms.cc.buffalo.edu

------------------------------

Date: 5 Dec 90 03:52:33 GMT
From: parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu
Subject: Re: Review: Falkenberg's Legion

eric@snark.thyrsus.com (Eric S. Raymond) writes:
> By:        Jerry Pournelle
>
>    I like good military fiction but, Pournelle's is morally disturbing.
> Most of his characters, unlike Dickson's Dorsai or other SF versions of
> the super-fighter, are *soldiers* (not self-motivated warriors),
> there's a heavy authoritarian drumbeat, glorifying people who kill on
> orders for no other reason than that they've been ordered to.
>
>    Unlike Heinlein, the focus isn't on what an individual might learn
> about personal morality and self-reliance from the military experience.
> Instead we're treated to lectures on the superior virtue of military men
> relative to politicians. Brrr.  Granted politicians are an evil, scummy
> and hypocritical lot but, am I the only person to detect fascist
> overtones in Pournelle's glorification of the military?

   I think the problem here is that Pournelle shows combat and soldiers
more closely to what they are, good and bad, rather than and abstract
idealization of what is good in combat soldiers.  War, and professional
carreer soldiers, are not always nice and Pournelle does not show them to
be; while Dickson, Heinlein, et al., avoid what is bad, which tends to
glorify war more.
   In a way I think Pournelle has done what he's wanted with you.  He
slapped you in the face with the worst aspects of war, which puts you off
when it comes to combat, instead of making you feel that war is something
to be venerated.  David Drake's earlier Hammer's Slammers stories tend to
do the same.  War is something that should be avoided whenever possible,
and not overly glorified when necessary.

Gregg Parmentier
parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu

------------------------------

Date: 5 Dec 90 00:06:03 GMT
From: microsoft!ericsa@beaver.cs.washington.edu (Eric Sassaman)
Subject: Tim Powers: "The Drawing of the Dark" - comments?

"The Drawing of the Dark", by Tim Powers

Has anyone that has read this book have any comments on it?  OtherRealms
gave it a very high rating (5 starts). Do you agree with this rating?

Thanks in advance.

Eric Sassaman
Microsoft OS/2 Systems Support

------------------------------

Date: 5 Dec 90 01:30:11 GMT
From: lister@portia.stanford.edu (Dan Karp)
Subject: Re: Tim Powers: "The Drawing of the Dark" - comments?

ericsa@microsoft.UUCP (Eric Sassaman) writes:
>"The Drawing of the Dark", by Tim Powers
>
>Has anyone that has read this book have any comments on it?  OtherRealms
>gave it a very high rating (5 starts). Do you agree with this rating?

5 stars?  Well, I don't think that I'd rate it _that_ highly; I've read
several of Powers' books and thought that DotD was the weakest.  This, of
course, does not mean that the book is not a fun read, but rather that you
might want to try The Anubis Gates or On Stranger Tides beforehand.

Anyone read Dinner at Deviant's Palace?

Dan Karp
Sophomore, Symbolic Systems
Stanford University        
lister@portia.stanford.edu 

------------------------------

Date: 5 Dec 90 05:07:41 GMT
From: rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu (R o d Johnson)
Subject: Re: Tim Powers: "The Drawing of the Dark" - comments?

lister@portia.Stanford.EDU (Dan Karp) writes:
>Anyone read Dinner at Deviant's Palace?

Me.  I liked it, much better that "The Anubis Gates", in fact.  I thought
"The Anubis Gates" fairly tedious first time round, though it did improve
on rereading.  "Dinner", on the other hand, was excellent, combining
Dickian paranoia, an LA post-apocalyse, and some really really yucky stuff.

Rod Johnson
rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu

------------------------------

Date: 5 Dec 90 14:38:38 GMT
From: SELIGMAN@fnalf.fnal.gov (Merry met. Yclept Bill Seligman. Huzzah!)
Subject: RE: SF-Lovers Digest V15 #414

Mark Jenkins writes:
>Heinlein was a great fan/friend of "Doc," as anyone who's read _Expanded
>Universe_ can see, to the point where RAH claimed he knew the ultimate
>ending of the Lensman series, but refused to divulge it (and now that RAH
>is dead as well, it seems likely that no one knows anymore)...  

"The ultimate ending" of the Lensman series was where the fourth-stage
Lensmen were going to come from (the existence of fourth-stage Lensman is
implied at the ending of _Children of the Lens_).  If you'll recall, the
second-stage Lensmen were the result of millenia-long breeding programs;
the third-stage Lensmen were the children of the second-stage Lensmen.  The
fourth-stage Lensmen would have to be the children of the third-stage
Lensmen, that is, the brother (Chris?) would have children with his four
sisters (Kit? Kat? Cam? Kim?).

There are vague hints of this in "Doc" Smith's _Children of the Lens_,
where it says that the sisters would have to meet the right man to fall in
love, one who was the equal of them.  Obviously, the only one equal to a
third-stage Lensman is another third-stage Lensman.

Bill Seligman

------------------------------

Date: 5 Dec 90 22:44:54 GMT
From: austern@ux5.lbl.gov (Matt Austern)
Subject: Re: SF-Lovers Digest V15 #414

SELIGMAN@FNALF writes:
>"The ultimate ending" of the Lensman series was where the fourth-stage
>Lensmen were going to come from (the existence of fourth-stage Lensman is
>implied at the ending of _Children of the Lens_).  If you'll recall, the
>second-stage Lensmen were the result of millenia-long breeding programs;
>the third-stage Lensmen were the children of the second-stage Lensmen.
>The fourth-stage Lensmen would have to be the children of the third-stage
>Lensmen, that is, the brother (Chris?) would have children with his four
>sisters (Kit? Kat? Cam? Kim?).

I agree that there were hints that the level-3 Lensmen were to eventually
have children with each other.  However, I don't recall any suggestion that
there were to be level-4 mentalities.  The book, supposedly, is the
transcription of a record that was sealed such that it could only be opened
by level-3 mentalities, when some sufficiently grave threat existed.

Matthew Austern
(415) 644-2618
austern@lbl.bitnet
austern@ux5.lbl.gov
austern@lbl.gov    

------------------------------

Date: 5 Dec 90 18:38:06 GMT
From: mok@pawl.rpi.edu (... Mok)
Subject: Zindel's NEVERNESS

eric@snark.thyrsus.com (Eric S. Raymond) writes:
>   A. A. Attanasio's latest book, last of a loosely connected set called
>the `Radix Tetrad', is a brilliant, epic novel that falls frustratingly
>short of being an SF masterpiece.
>
>a little flexibility on the author's part, this could have been a major
>work comparable in many ways to Dan Simmons's Hugo-winning _Hyperion_, or
>James Morrows's _The_Continent_Of_Lies_, or David Zindell's _Neverness_.

Hmmm, someone found Zindell's NEVERNESS a masterpiece.  That's interesting.
What struck me strongest about NEVERNESS was that it was mostly a
collection of parts. It contains so many ideas that were simply used by
other people before. It is only unique in using ALL of them. From the
mainbrains, to Warrior-Poets it was exceedingly derivative. Even
mind-as-hyperdrive-in-guise-of-mathematics was used somehwere else
(somebody please remind me where).

I do however want to see another book by him. He's still a new author and
if nothing else he impressed me by his ability to make hyprspace exciting.
And al it consisted of was mathematical computations in his head. If he can
make that interesting, he can make anything interesting.

mok@pawl.rpi.edu

------------------------------

Date: 30 Nov 90 18:39:00 GMT
From: SFROBE@clemson.clemson.edu ("SF Roberts I      .")
Subject: Strings

David Brin's book _Earth_ has a black hole that is composed of strings.  It
is rather well described and it even makes some scientific sense (I'm a
Physics major and have studied this quantum mechanic stuff).

It also has an interesting non-cyberpunk cyberpunkish future.  Which brings
me to a question.  Are there any real interesting books about the real near
future that seem plausible???

------------------------------

Date: 1 Dec 90 16:47:14 GMT
From: abl@dart.ece.cmu.edu (Antonio Leal)
Subject: Re: Strings

SFROBE@CLEMSON.CLEMSON.EDU writes:
> Which brings me to a question.  Are there any real interesting books
> about the real near future that seem plausible???

Islands in the Net, by Bruce Sterling.  Falls a bit apart in the ending,
but all in all is a good story and a fairly plausible guess at the 2020's.

Antonio B. Leal
Dept. of Electrical and Computer Engineering
Carnegie Mellon University
Pittsburgh, PA. 15213   U.S.A.
[412] 268-2937
abl@ece.cmu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 1 Dec 90 20:12:19 GMT
From: vehaag@crocus.uwaterloo.ca (Viktor Haag)
Subject: Re: Strings

SFROBE@CLEMSON.CLEMSON.EDU writes:
> Which brings me to a question.  Are there any real interesting books
> about the real near future that seem plausible???

For a well written book that deals with a Gaia theme, as well as a
disease/AIDS theme, try Brain Rose by Nancy Kress.  I ripped through it in
two days; I wouldn't call it great lit, but it was interesting to read.

Vik

------------------------------

Date: 2 Dec 90 00:05:43 GMT
From: jdnicoll@watyew.uwaterloo.ca (Brian or James)
Subject: Plausible Near Future SF (was Strings)

SFROBE@CLEMSON.CLEMSON.EDU writes:
> Which brings me to a question.  Are there any real interesting books
> about the real near future that seem plausible???

   Hmmmm. How about 'The Wanting of Levine'? It's about the 1988 election
of a man named Levine as President of the United States.  Damn sight more
plausible than what actually happened :) (OK, here's my plan, Mr. D. For
the next six months, don't do anything. Let's see Geo. Bush top *that*!:).

   Actually, thus far, I think the '90s look pretty improbable.  Time for a
rewrite.

James Nicoll

------------------------------

Date: 3 Dec 90 10:38:30 GMT
From: n063aa@tamuts.tamu.edu (David Browne)
Subject: Gregory Benford and Cosmic Strings

I hadn't heard about Benford's short story about the cosmic string through
the core of Venus, but in his book _Tides of Light_, there is also a cosmic
string coring out a planet.  This book is the sequel to _Great Sky River_.
I am waiting for the next one to come out.  Does anyone know anything about
this?

David Browne
n063aa@tamuts.tamu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 3 Dec 90 15:29:41 GMT
From: jsloan@ncar.ucar.edu (John Sloan,8292,X1243,ML44E)
Subject: Re: Gregory Benford and Cosmic Strings

n063aa@tamuts.tamu.edu (David Browne) writes:
> I hadn't heard about Benford's short story about the cosmic string
> through the core of Venus,

I believe that this is his short story "Alphas", which appears in several
short story collections from last year.

>but in his book _Tides of Light_, there is also a cosmic string coring out
>a planet.

The text of "Alphas" appears virtually word for word, with changes in
character name and location, in _Tides of Light_. It's precisely the same
plot. Perhaps he was writing _Tides of Light_ and decided that one section
would make a saleable short story, with appropriate changes to make it
stand alone. Or perhaps he'd written "Alphas" some time before and decided
it could be expanded into a novel.

Not only is _Tides of Light_ a sequel to _Great Sky River_, but they are
both set in the same universe as _In the Ocean of Night_ and _In the Sea of
Suns_, although the only hard fact you have to link the two together is
some initials carved on an artifact found in _Great Sky River_. These four
books are not really a series, they can all stand alone, I think but, they
do share the same universe and sometimes the same characters. I'd like to
see another novel set in the same universe as well. Benford's description
of electronically augmented humanity is interesting and strikes a chord of
plausibility.

John Sloan
NCAR/SCD, POB 3000      
Boulder CO 80307        
+1 303 497 1243
jsloan@ncar.ucar.edu
...!ncar!jsloan 
jsloan%ncar@ncario.BITNET

------------------------------

Date: 29 Nov 90 17:05:58 GMT
From: inria!cnam!fmc@mcsun.eu.net (Frederic Chauveau)
Subject: Re: Cosmic Strings in SF

jordan@nssdcb.gsfc.nasa.gov (JOSEPH JORDAN) writes:
>I've read plenty of stories dealing with such cosmological oddities as
>neutron stars and black holes.  Has anyone read any stories/books that
>deal with cosmic strings?

You could try "From a Changeling Star" and its sequel "Down the Stream of
Stars" from Jeffrey A. Carver. (Spectra)

------------------------------

Date: 3 Dec 90 21:03:19 GMT
From: sequent!jimp@cse.ogi.edu (James Pilcher)
Subject: Re: Strings

SFROBE@CLEMSON.CLEMSON.EDU writes:
>It also has an interesting non-cyberpunk cyberpunkish future.  Which
>brings me to a question.  Are there any real interesting books about the
>real near future that seem plausible???

Try Mack Reynold's books.  Back in the sixties, he predicted such things as
a cashless society, atms, and the as yet unrealized negative income tax.

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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SF-LOVERS Digest            Monday, 10 Dec 1990       Volume 15 : Issue 421

Today's Topics:

	  Books - Card & Cherryh (6 msgs) & Clement & Heinlein &
                  Kay & Lanier (2 msgs) & McKinney & Milan & 
                  Pratchett & Stine & Request Answers (2 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 8 Dec 90 16:34:02 GMT
From: tseng@rice.edu (Chau-Wen Tseng)
Subject: Re: Orson Scott Card's New Book

>I've noticed in the bookstores that O.S.C. has a new book out. I read the
>cover notes and its something about a society where the rich folks spend
>most of their years in suspended animation so they can live to see the
>future.

The three books set in this universe are, in chronological order:

   Capitol                     A collection of short stories
   Hot Sleep                   Novel
   The Worthing Chronicles     Novel 

Capitol describes events preceeding and during Hot Sleep, while The
Worthing Chronicles closes out the story.  The two novels overlap 
significantly.  Both novels were printed in the U.S., but I've only
seen a British edition of Capitol.  I thoroughly enjoyed reading all 
three of these books.

Chau-Wen

------------------------------

Date: 6 Dec 90 16:31:11 GMT
From: sbishop@desire.wright.edu
Subject: Re: Cherryh not mentioned.

HOWELL@whitman.BITNET (Dave Howell) writes:
> Well, *I'm* surprised that nobody's mentioned her strange little series
> _Merovingian_Nights_. Was it that bad, or obscure? She seems to have
> abandoned it, and I found it somewhat interesting, although I got a hold
> of the books a couple months apart and thus promptly lost track of who
> hated whom when.

I think the first book in this series was _Angel With A Sword_, an exellent
book.  Then she started having other authors involved in a shared universe
and ruined it.

------------------------------

Date: 7 Dec 90 08:42:30 GMT
From: dadams@eagle.wesleyan.edu (t00th decay)
Subject: Morgaine book req

Could somebody either post or send to me by email the titles of the novels
in C.J. Cherryh's Morgaine series?  Thanks in advance.

Dell Adams
DADAMS@EAGLE.WESLEYAN.EDU

------------------------------

Date: 7 Dec 90 22:03:13 GMT
From: jmf@abacus.uucp (Joan Frankel)
Subject: Cyteen

I can't remember the flag line on this discussion, so I'll say for the
unwary that spoilers follow.

Here is my version of who-killed-whom, repeated from last summer:

I think Denis had planned Ari2 as a tame version of Ari1, brilliant but not
in real control of the corporation, and attempted to have her killed when
she turned out more like the original than planned.

Some more theories:

I am betting that Ari1 committed suicide after carefully setting the wheels
in motion for what she planned to follow her death.  She was terminally ill
with some form of regenerative defect that rejuvenation couldn't repair;
Cherryh makes this clear.

She set up her own molestation of Justin to create a situation she hoped
would parallel her molestation by her own uncle; I have no idea why, but
apparently she thought she needed a tormented victim in the system.

She cloned herself with one major change, an X chromosome to a Y, creating
what's-his-name (Justin's lifelong friend, lover and smarter-half, the azi
whose name I'm blocking on, the brilliant red-haired guy about whom someone
says every-so-often "he looks just like someone I know well, but I can't
think of whom") Changing a woman to a man would make the resemblance harder
to tell, among other things.  It's not clear that what's-his-name is even
"generally" gay, as are Jordan and Justin, or just that he loves Justin
selflessly and do whatever he thinks makes Justin's life easier.

She obviously framed Jordan; why, I don't know; remember, its her plan, and
she's cuckoo.  (That whole corporation is cuckoo).

I await volumes 4 through umpteen to check out my theories.  I don't
particularly like this series, but I do seem to keep reading it.

------------------------------

Date: 7 Dec 90 16:18:11 GMT
From: connie!rdavis@convex.com (Ray Davis)
Subject: Re: How about CJ Cherryh?

jmf@abacus.uucp (Joan Frankel) writes:
>Cyteen is NOT a series.  Well, it may be, it fhangs at the end either
>promisingly or threateningly, depending on your opinion of series, but the
>actual only novel in it I know of is 1 large hardcover book split up into
>3 paperbacks by the publisher, probably for reason of making more $$.
>Whether you've got the whole thing on your shelf is problematic; check
>against the library hardcover.

Cyteen is either one book called "Cyteen" or three called:
   Cyteen: The Betrayal
   Cyteen: The Rebirth
   Cyteen: The Vindication
It is one of many books which are related to Cherryh's Alliance/Union
universe.  Although some places and history are kept between all the
books, it is not necessary to read them in history order as though
they were a series.  Each is quite independent.  If you want, you
could read these first:
   Downbelow Station
   Merchanter's Luck
   Forty Thousand in Gehenna
But Cyteen could fall historically anywhere after Downbelow Station,
I *think*.

Is anyone interested in trying to put all Cherryh's books into a
relative time order?

Ray

------------------------------

Date: 8 Dec 90 10:20:40 GMT
From: erich@near.cs.caltech.edu (Erich Schneider)
Subject: Re: How about CJ Cherryh?

rdavis@connie.UUCP (Ray Davis) said:
> But Cyteen could fall historically anywhere after Downbelow Station, I
> *think*.

No. There is a scene in the book where a character tells another about a
news report where they talk about a world called Gehenna and something
that's gone wrong there. This places it as occurring "in the middle of"
_Forty Thousand in Gehenna_. (Assuming that no explicit date is given,
which I think is; check the timestamps on some of Ariane 1's files for year
numbers.)

> Is anyone interested in trying to put all Cherryh's books into a relative
> time order?

Yes; C.J. Cherryh is. She did so in an appendix to her _Angel with the
Sword_. It integrates much of the work which couldn't be included from mere
textual clues (Such as _Serpent's Reach_ and the "Faded Sun" trilogy.) The
rest of the work is either easy to include (e.g. the Compact novels), could
occur anytime in a really broad range (e.g.  _Wave Without a Shore_) or is
pretty well disconnected (e.g. the Morgaine series (?)). Of course, some of
her books don't relate to the Union/Alliance/Earth/Compact universe at all.
(_Dreamstone_, _The Tree of Swords and Jewels_, _The Paladin_, et al.) 

erich@tybalt.caltech.edu
erich@through.caltech.edu

------------------------------

Date: 10 Dec 90 05:49:33 GMT
From: mh2f+@andrew.cmu.edu (Mark Hahn)
Subject: Cyteen

I can't remember what I thought the first time I read the book but, in the
most recent reading, it was obvious that Ari Senior killed herself.

What were here reasons?  Rejuvenation failure and the need to wipe the
slate clean of her own mistakes ("I've hurt Florian").  This wasn't
megalomania either, since her real lifework was unfinished. Remember when
Ari Jr. tells Justin something like "psychogenesis is a given; my real
interest is sociogenesis"?  (There was also the Gehenna mess, and hints of
a deliberate worm planted in some Azi tape.)

It's clear she was planning for her sucessor, since her base was programmed
with an elaborate 'tape', and that Denys (a special) participated in more
'tape'.  It's also clear that Justin's obsession with deep-set linkage was
planted by Ari Sr. to incubate and form a stepping-stone for Ari Jr.

It's clear that Jordan is not guilty, since Ari Jr.  discovers that Ari Sr.
made a TranSlate entry AFTER he left, directing that his outside access be
cut.  Actually, this indicates Denys's complicity as well, since he never
bothered to look for such obvious evidence which would have vindicated
Jordan.

It's possible that the death was accidental or even that Denys did it, but
none the less, Ari Sr. arranged all the sordid details like her
intervention with Justin and blaming Jordan, even if she didn't pick the
trivial detail of how she died.

After each reading of Cyteen, I have greater respect for it.  At first, I
saw it as just a manically clever knot of motivations and manipulation.  I
had mixed feelings about the manipulation, since everyone hates to be on
the receiving end.  Since then, it seems more and more relevant to the here
and now, an advanced study of the psychology of advertising and politics.
(And the manipulation is a fact of life, even today.)  As hard-SF, it's
still good, with lots of tasty details like tape and cloning and news
delivered by blackbox.  Puts Asimov to shame.

I'd be interested in any details on future books or the author.

Regards.

Mark

------------------------------

Date: 6 Dec 90 18:45:02 GMT
From: vail@tegra.com (Johnathan Vail)
Subject: Harold Clement (Global warming in Boston?)

Does this ring any bells?  A story by an author of this name about global
warming set in Boston?

Please email any clues and info as I haven't been keeping up with this
group.  I can summarize to the net if I get some good info.

Thanks.

Johnathan Vail
n1dxg@tegra.com
(508) 663-7435
jv@n1dxg.ampr.org
{...sun!sunne ..uunet}!tegra!vail

------------------------------

Date: 8 Dec 90 04:54:41 GMT
From: lev@rsdps.gsfc.nasa.gov (Brian S. Lev)
Subject: Re: uncut Stranger In a Strange Land

rubinoff@linc.cis.upenn.edu (Robert Rubinoff) writes:
>everett@hpcvra.cv.hp.com.CV.HP.COM (Everett Kaser) writes:
>>Just saw in the new issue of Locus that the "unexpurgated", "restored",
>>"uncut", "over 50,000 words restored" edition of
>>_Stranger_In_A_Strange_Land_ is to be released mid-December in hardcover.
> 
>It's also the latest featured selection of the SF Book Club.
>
>I don't know, though; after reading some of Heinlein's recent work, which
>seemed like it desperately needed editing, I wonder whether the book won't
>end up being too long and meandering.  Frankly, I thought that the
>published version was too long already.

Just thought I'd mention that in _Grumbles_from_Beyond_the_Grave_ the point
is made repeatedly that _SIASL_ was a loooong time in coming, from the time
the idea first jelled to the story being in a shape Heinlein felt good
enough about to submit for reading.  I don't remember the exact time, but
it was a period of several YEARS.

Yes, his stuff got a bit longer & more wandery (new word, folks!) over the
years, but I think the "unexpurgated" version of _SIASL_ might be an
interesting read, if only to see a bit more of how that wild mind worked.

Brian Lev
NASA Goddard Space Flight Center
Advanced Data Flow Technology Office
Code 930.4                          
Greenbelt, MD  20771
lev@dftnic.gsfc.nasa.gov
LEV@DFTBIT.BITNET

------------------------------

Date: 9 Dec 90 10:37:57 GMT
From: jait@uvcw.uvic.ca (Jay Tice)
Subject: The Fionaver Tapestry

Has anyone else out there read _THE_FIONAVER_TAPESTRY_ by Guy Gavriel Kay
???

I've just finished reading it for the third time, and I just HAD to post
something about it!!!!

Although it is a fantasy trilogy, it pulls away from the tradition of
Tolkien imitation.  Guy Gavriel Kay (A Canadian Author) has done wonders
with plotting, style, characterization, and symbolism.

If you like being able to put reality aside while you read, this is
wonderful!  Kay does some very creative things with the traditional
"save-the-world-from-the-ultimate-evil" theme, including looking at the
nature of self-sacrifice, compulsion and destiny.

Definitely worth reading.  I usually never read anything more than once,
unless I'm being paid for it, but this I've read 3 times of my own free
will.

------------------------------

Date: 7 Dec 90 13:48:31 GMT
From: I0060301@dbstu1.bitnet (Klaus Blumberg)
Subject: Sterling E. Lanier

Hello,

Is any information available of the state of affairs about a third book in
the 'Hiero' series? What else has Lanier written?

Klaus Blumberg
bitnet: I0060301@DBSTU1

------------------------------

Date: 9 Dec 90 08:11:57 GMT
From: dplace!djl@pacbell.pacbell.com (Dave Lampe)
Subject: Re: Sterling E. Lanier

I0060301@dbstu1.BITNET (Klaus Blumberg) writes:
>Is any information available of the state of affairs about a third book in
>the 'Hiero' series? What else has Lanier written?

I haven't heard of a third book.  The only other book that I know of is
"Menace Under Marswood" which came out as a Del Rey paperback in 1983.  In
my opinion not nearly as good as the Hiero books.  Not bad, just not as
good.

He also wrote at least 2 short stories
  "Join Our Gang?" collected in "Analog 1", ed. John Campbell.
  "A Father's Tail" collected in "Sherlock Holmes through Time and Space",
    ed. Isaac Asimov.

Dave Lampe
(415) 455-1571 (H)
(415) 462-7000 (W)
{ames | lll-tis | sun | pyramid}!pacbell!dplace!djl

------------------------------

Date: 7 Dec 90 19:44:58 GMT
From: gt1759c@prism.gatech.edu (Haydon)
Subject: Jack McKinney's _Kaduna Memories_

Hello, all. I haven't said much on this group before, but I thought I'd
talk about something today. I bought Jack McKinney's _Kaduna Memories_ at
the beginning of the quarter. I quite honestly bought the book because
McKinney is the co-author team who transcribed and completed the _Robotech_
series, a personal favorite of mine. Anyway, I tried reading the book a
while back, and was turned off by the first chapter. I put it down, vowing
to trade it at a decent Used-Bookstore-Near-Me. A couple weeks ago, I tried
it again, due to intense boredom. It turns out that its not bad. I won't
give any spoilers, but it deals with AI's and Cyberpunk themes, as well as
the ole' Alien on Earth.  Granted, it's a little pulpy, but all in all it's
a good selection for just vegging out and reading. So the point is, you
probably don't want to pay full price for it. Pick it up used. If you DO
have it, and the 1st chapter turned you off, bear with it and give it
another chance.

Donald Morris
gt1759c@prism.gatech.edu 
vapspze@prism.gatech.edu

------------------------------

Date: 9 Dec 90 23:32:52 GMT
From: MACGYVER@indycms.iupui.edu (MacGyver)
Subject: Milan

I remember seeing a sequel to Victor Milan's "Cybernetic Samurai" in
hardcover about a year or so ago, but have not seen the paperback version.
Since it was not on the bestseller list, it should have been out way before
now.  Does anyone have any news?

Thanks!

------------------------------

Date: 7 Dec 90 11:28:07 GMT
From: eesshlgb@gdr.bath.ac.uk (S H L G Bisson)
Subject: Terry Pratchett: Mort - The Movie.

Terry Pratchett was signing books at Waterstones' in Bath last night. In
the midst of the crush I was able to have a few words with him.

He told me about the Mort film. He's just finished the second draft of the
script, and the film looks as though it will appear (eventually). This has
taken up a lot of his time recently, so the rewrite of "The Carpet People"
(his long out of print first novel) has been abandoned for now. However, it
will probably come out warts and all, as originally published. He's not
sure if the original illustrations will be used though (a pity if they're
not).

His signature now includes an ink stamped picture of Death, playing the
guitar.

Simon Bisson

------------------------------

Date: 6 Dec 90 14:08:00 GMT
From: J_DELANO@unhh.bitnet
Subject: G Harry Stine

   Is the G Harry Stine of _Warbots_ fame the same guy who writes as Lee
Correy of _Black Fire_ fame?
   OOps.  That's _Abode of Life_ fame.  Sonni Cooper wrote _Black Fire_ Any
opinions on the Warbots series?

------------------------------

Date: 4 Dec 90 20:04:21 GMT
From: fiddler@concertina.eng.sun.com (Steve Hix)
Subject: Re: Help! Help!

NOWAKO09@snybufva.BITNET writes:
> I'm looking for a novel published around '85 or '86 about the actual
> development of the 'force field'. The principals of this are first
> discovered at Lawrence Livermore Labs (when you care enough to send the
> very best).

"The Peace War" by Vernor Vinge.  Also by Vinge, set sometime later (!)  in
the same universe is "Marooned in Realtime".  A novella set between the two
novels was also written, forgot the title.

> The defensive capabilities are readily apparant. Whole cities can be
> protected from thermonuclear fire. Yet the cities quickly run out of
> oxygen and I think partially, sunlight. Thus the Offensive capabilities
> are realized and whole cities are suddenly 'bobbled' their populations
> asphyxiated and/or starved until someone comes up with a 'field
> suppressor'.

Someone in the stories may have worried about such happening, but in the
event, time passage was severely slowed down inside the bobble.  Those
inside it generally didn't notice anything happening.

------------------------------

Date: 5 Dec 90 08:40:09 GMT
From: whit@milton.u.washington.edu (John Whitmore)
Subject: Re: An Old Enigma

witt@iccgcc.decnet.ab.com writes:
>Back in the late sixties I read a good SF book titled BEYOND THE BLACK
>ENIGMA.

   _Beyond the Black Enigma_ by Bart Somers.  Paperback Library,
   Inc., New York, NY, 1965 and reprinted 1968.

Good book, you say?  I wouldn't go that far.

"Suave, handsome John Craig did not relish the assignment to conquer The
Black Enigma.  He would have preferred to continue romancing the beautiful
Elva Marlowe - or any other of his many women."

And from my recollection, the rest of the book is as promising as the blurb
(quoted above) on the back cover.  It's pulp fiction pure and simple.
Mind, the plot isn't as bad as it sounds; I did finish the book, and it was
an enjoyable read.

John Whitmore

------------------------------
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Date: 6 Dec 90 05:07:53 GMT
From: dciem!nrcaer!cognos!alzabo!brian@csri.toronto.edu (Brian Hilchie)
Subject: Re: Stephen Donaldson

Personally, I have never understood the appeal of the Covenant series.  To
be fair, I have read only the first two books (the second years after the
first, thinking that perhaps I had judged the first unfairly) so maybe it
gets drastically better, but somehow I doubt it.

What I did read was chock full of recycled fantasy elements and dreadful
writing, such as excessively long descriptive passages and, so it seemed to
me, an "as if" simile every other sentence.

Please note that I did not dislike the books because the protagonist was
unsympathetic.  In fact that is one of the things that I *did* like.

Brian Hilchie
brian@alzabo.uucp
uunet!mitel!sce!cognos!alzabo!brian

------------------------------

Date: 7 Dec 90 03:47:14 GMT
From: ingram@milton.u.washington.edu (Douglas Ingram)
Subject: Re: Stephen Donaldson

brian@alzabo.uucp (Brian Hilchie) writes:
>What I did read was chock full of recycled fantasy elements and dreadful
>writing, such as excessively long descriptive passages and, so it seemed
>to me, an "as if" simile every other sentence.
>
>Please note that I did not dislike the books because the protagonist was
>unsympathetic.  In fact that is one of the things that I *did* like.

   A lot of people have a similar complaint about these stories, accusing
Donaldson of being unreadable because of his "horrific grammar" or
"hopelessly wordy and confusing sentence structure."  I feel, though, that
Donaldson is misunderstood here.  The man has a master's in English Lit,
after all, and I'm quite sure (it shows in his short stories, of course,
and in Mordant's Need) that he has a mastery of the English language.  Give
the man a little credit.

   As a fan, let me defend him by saying I feel that Donaldson is using his
words to augment his imagery.  I mean, there are a lot of times when he
describes the same scene (e.g. Revelstone) over and over again, with
adjectives literally flowing out of his typewriter faster than you can
mentally gather them in.  I feel that this is the impression that Donaldson
WANTS to give to the reader.  Seen through the eyes of Covenant, the Land
can't possibly make sense.  In other words, I believe that Donaldson is
attempting to give us a feel for the chaos of Covenant's thoughts in many
of these passages (and I can find several examples, if you wish, as I'm
sure anyone can).

   Ever felt lost and/or confused reading the Chronicles?  Rather than
feeling annoyed at what you think is simply "sloppy writing," give
Donaldson the benefit of the doubt.  Could he be doing it on purpose to
help the reader identify more readily (yeah, it IS difficult) with
Covenant?  I think this is closer to the truth than the "sloppy writing"
argument.  If you agree with this and still get annoyed by his style then,
hey, to each his own.

   Rather than apply the standard razor ("Never attribute anything to
malice which can adequately be explained by stupidity.") to authors that
you dislike, try looking a little deeper.  In Donaldson's case, I feel that
it was very much worth the effort.

   As for Donaldson's use of "recycled fantasy elements," I have to also
defend him.  Just what elements of his story do you consider to be recycled
from mainstream fantasy?  I'm sure that for any example you can give me out
of Tolkien or any of the "forefathers" of modern fantasy, I can show you
the "recycled part" from the works of Ovid, Homer, Greek or Celtic
mythology, etc.  I actually thought Donaldson's plot and style were a
refreshing breath of originality, but you'd be kidding yourself to say that
any modern fantasy author has come up with a truly original story at a very
fundamental level.  Thus, I contend Donaldson is set apart from the
standard fantasy work quite well unless you can show me some example where
he has taken more "directly" from other fantasy.

Doug Ingram
ingram@u.washington.edu
ingram@uwaphast.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 7 Dec 90 08:42:30 GMT
From: dadams@eagle.wesleyan.edu (t00th decay)
Subject: Thomas Covenant

As for "recycled plot elements" in Donaldson's Thomas Covenant series, I've
only read the first book but (being a Tolkien fan) I noticed the following
correspondences right away:

TOLKIEN                                 DONALDSON

Sauron                                  Lord Foul
The name Beren One-Hand                 The name Berek Halfhand
The Rohirrim                            The Ramen
Minas Tirith                            Revelstone
Black Riders' appearance                ur-viles' appearance
Elves living in treehouses              Lillianrill-folk living in
                                           treehouses 
Gollum                                  Drool Rockworm
Names like Gondor and Cirith Ungol      Names like Kiril Threndor
Ents' names and personalities           Giants' names and personalities
Bogus map                               Bogus map

This is why I haven't read the second book.

Dell Adams
DADAMS@EAGLE.WESLEYAN.EDU

------------------------------

Date: 7 Dec 90 19:26:19 GMT
From: tlynch@tybalt.caltech.edu (Timothy W. Lynch)
Subject: Re: Morgaine book req/ Thomas Covenant

dadams@eagle.wesleyan.edu (t00th decay) writes:
>As for "recycled plot elements" in Donaldson's Thomas Covenant series,
>I've only read the first book but (being a Tolkien fan) I noticed the
>following correspondences right away:
>
>TOLKIEN                                        DONALDSON

>Sauron                                         Lord Foul

I see, so any lead villain is a recycled plot element.  (Sauron doesn't
seem to have been given to the subtlety that Foul often used and Sauron
never spoke.  Ever.  (At least, to my knowledge.)

>The name Beren One-Hand                The name Berek Halfhand
>The Rohirrim                           The Ramen
>Minas Tirith                           Revelstone

Minas Tirith was your typical fortress-like city, as I remember.
Revelstone was painstakingly carved out of a cliff.  Apart from it being
"central residence of a lot of the good guys", I see little resemblance.

>Black Riders' appearance               ur-viles' appearance

Huh?  The Ringwraiths looked, well, wraithlike (at least to those with the
ability to see their true faces), or just like black-cloaked bits of
nothing.  The ur-viles looked truly alien - no eyes, huge ears, etc.  I
think this one's just plain wrong.

>Elves living in treehouses         Lillianrill-folk living in treehouses

One group of Elves vs. the entire Lillianrill?  

>Gollum                                 Drool Rockworm

Gollum was always presented as a character to be pitied, Drool most
definitely was not.  The only thing these two have in common apart from
looking grotesque is that they were each destroyed by things they coveted.

>Names like Gondor and Cirith Ungol     Names like Kiril Threndor

Your point?

>Ents' names and personalities          Giants' names and personalities

I have always considered Saltheart Foamfollower better defined and more
interesting than a hundred Ents, personally.

>Bogus map                              Bogus map

So laying out the land (so to speak) is stealing from Tolkien?  

>This is why I haven't read the second book.

Your loss, I'm afraid.

Tim Lynch
BITNET:  tlynch@citjuliet
INTERNET:  tlynch@juliet.caltech.edu
UUCP:  ...!ucbvax!tlynch%juliet.caltech.edu@hamlet.caltech.edu

------------------------------

Date: 7 Dec 90 20:03:56 GMT
From: iho@cac.washington.edu (Il Oh)
Subject: Re: Thomas Covenant

dadams@eagle.wesleyan.edu (t00th decay) writes:
>As for "recycled plot elements" in Donaldson's Thomas Covenant series,
>I've only read the first book but (being a Tolkien fan) I noticed the
>following correspondences right away:
[comparison chart deleted]

If you found any similarities between the two series, you were looking for
them, and looking _hard_.  You also don't understand Donaldson.  The two
authors have nothing in common.  Tolkien's is a more traditional
good-hearted-hero-saves-the-world-from-evil story.  Donaldson's is a much
more complex study into humans.  Covenant's reflections on his encounters
and his memories of his life in the "real" world are what make the story,
not the superficial material elements.  Additionally, of course, Covenant
knows his Freud.  :)

Il Hwan Oh
University of Washington
Tacoma
iho@cac.washington.edu

------------------------------

Date: 7 Dec 90 20:53:28 GMT
From: ingram@milton.u.washington.edu (Douglas Ingram)
Subject: Re: Thomas Covenant

   Ever read any mythology?  I'm sure you'll find that many of the plot
elements in Tolkien correspond to those in countless classic works.  Still,
I've never seen anyone come up with this kind of a list accusing Donaldson
of "TerryBrooksing" the work of Tolkien.

   Sauron vs. Lord Foul. Yeah, both guys are evil, both are very powerful,
BUT there are VERY substantial differences in the two characters.  It is
quite clear from reading the books that both are the chief evil antagonist,
but the resemblance stops right there.

   Beren vs. Berek.  This is interesting.  Probably a coincidence, but
who's to say?  I know that the uses of the two names (and the essentials of
the characters) in both works were entirely different.

   Rohirrim vs. Ramen.  Completely different.  The Ramen's beliefs about
their horses, the Ranyhyn, were fervently religious.  The differences
between the two groups are clear, except for the fact the both start with
"R."

   Minas Tirith vs. Revelstone.  Yup.  Both are big fortified cities where
governments are located.  Sort of like Troy.  Tolkien wouldn't have lifted
anything from the Iliad, now would he?  Besides, the two cities have a
distinctly different flavor.

   Black Riders' vs. ur-viles.  In appearance, I'm afraid you're mistaken.
Ur-viles are clearly of an animal like form, with no eyes and faces
dominated by a foreboding set of nostrils if I remember correctly.  Weren't
the Black Riders humanoid and capable of speech?  Besides the fact that
both are black, I see no resemblance whatsoever.  You'd do better to
compare the Nazgul to the Giant-Ravers, though you'd still fail.

   Woodhelvenin vs. Lillianrill.  Sorry, they're not elves.  The Land folk
are all human.  A comparison like this is just as ludicrous as comparing
Stonedowners to dwarves.  Yes, wood and rock cultures are distinct and
important in both works, just like in many others which preceded them.

   Gollum vs. Drool.  This may be the only one you can really argue for.
Of course, Gollum wasn't preceded by any similar characters in any
mythological works, now, was he?  Think hard before answering.  Also, Drool
was a pawn of Foul here.  Was Gollum not acting completely on his own?
Also, did he ever have any real power?

   Name similarities.  Oh, come now.  Foreign languages in fantasy are just
that, foreign languages.  Does Tolkien have a copyright on phonetic sounds
or something?

   Ents vs. Giants. Similarities abound just as differences do, but you
could say the same thing about just about any long-lived race in fantasy
literature, including lots of works that predate Tolkien.
	
   Bogus map.  So any author from here on out who is kind enough to include
a map of his world in the first few pages is stealing ideas from Tolkien.
Ok, I'll keep that in mind.  :)

   In conclusion, let me add that on some fundamental level, there really
is NOTHING new under the sun.  If you look hard enough for things you want
to find, you will find them.  Thus, rather than accusing Donaldson of
"recycling fantasy elements," you should give the books a more careful
reading (or don't say anything if you don't want to give them a fair
chance) and then place your comments in a broader context than just
Tolkien.

Doug Ingram
ingram@u.washington.edu
ingram@uwaphast.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 7 Dec 90 21:18:24 GMT
From: iqv@vax5.cit.cornell.edu
Subject: Re: Thomas Covenant

    I have to expose myself for the heretic that I am.  Thomas Covenant is
far superior to LOR.  No comparison, except to say that LOR founded the
genre.  Just because LOR was the first (and a fantastic first), doesn't
mean it can't be bettered.  TC is a story about humans.  Human pain, human
suffering.  LOR may have these messages, but it certainly doesn't convey
them with the power and pathos of TC.  The emotional content of TC is more
powerful, and the writing is more engaging.  Sorry that I won't agree with
many, but the metal fans out there who like Metallica more than Led
Zeppelin know what I mean.

David

------------------------------

Date: 8 Dec 90 04:11:43 GMT
From: charles@caen.engin.umich.edu (Charles Jacob Cohen)
Subject: Re: Thomas Covenant

> [various arguments about perceived similarities between LOTR and the
> Covenant series]

There is another way at looking at all of this.  There still is a chance,
however slim, that the Land is all a part of Covenant's mind.  Therefore,
since he is imagining it, and it is a *fantasy* land, could it be that
Covenant would subconsciously take the fantasy elements from a well
known source?

Therefore, any similarities could be deliberate.  Yes, I read the second
series (and loved it), but you do have to admit, there really is no way to
know if the Land is real or not. In the beginning of the fourth book,
Covenant said himself that he may just be imagining Linden Avery's role in
the whole affair. 

Chuck

------------------------------

Date: 8 Dec 90 18:34:39 GMT
From: jtt94@swat.swarthmore.edu
Subject: Re: Donaldson

Charles Cohen wrote something about the Land being Covenant's imagination.
This could be possible, but it seems unlikely due to a few bits we can't
ignore namely, the shift in point of view to Mhoram, Hile Troy, Triock,
Linden, etc.  Now, these could all be POV's created by Tom's dreaming mind,
except in the beginning of Power that Preserves, Mhoram is sitting around
in Revelstone WHILE COVENANT IS AWAKE AND WELL IN HIS OWN WORLD.  (Well,
not well, exactly, but...)  He was saving that girl from the snake,
remember?  So, unless the story wasn't told in order, it seems that having
Mhoram acting in the Land independent of Covenant is an indicator that the
Land is real.
   About the similarities, maybe they WERE intentional. Perhaps SRD was
more or less satirizing JRRT with names like Berek Halfhand etc.  He did
mention (through our non-hero Tom) that Tom's books were complacent and fit
for burning even though they were bestsellers. Maybe he's saying something
to fantasy authors?
   At the moment, I am re-reading the series (the Unfettered One was just
killed in PTP, if anyone cares) and will post more if any flashes of
inspiration strike.  I would like to say that TCoTCtU (how's THAT for an
anagram!) is probably my favorite fantasy series ever, and any similarity
to the ELEMENTS of JRR's stuff is overshadowed by the way Donaldson puts
them together and filters them through a leper's viewpoint of a reluctant
saviour.  Thank you.

------------------------------

Date: 8 Dec 90 22:48:57 GMT
From: charles@caen.engin.umich.edu (Charles Jacob Cohen)
Subject: Re: Donaldson

jtt94@campus.swarthmore.edu writes:
>Charles Cohen wrote something about the Land being Covenant's imagination.
>This could be possible, but it seems unlikely due to a few bits we can't
>ignore namely, the shift in point of view to Mhoram, Hile Troy, Triock,
>Linden, etc.  Now, these could all be POV's created by Tom's dreaming
>mind, except in the beginning of Power that Preserves, Mhoram is sitting
>around in Revelstone WHILE COVENANT IS AWAKE AND WELL IN HIS OWN WORLD.
>(Well, not well, exactly, but...)  He was saving that girl from the snake,
>remember?  So, unless the story wasn't told in order, it seems that having
>Mhoram acting in the Land independent of Covenant is an indicator that the
>Land is real.

Maybe Covenant was drawing on the strength of his *fantasy* world by
picturing that Mhoram needed him (just like the girl did...hmmm), so he was
forced to make a choice: fall unconscious and not wake up to save the girl
because he would be back in the land, or stay awake and save the girl,
*then* fall unconscious.

Chuck

------------------------------

Date: 10 Dec 90 02:52:54 GMT
From: iho@cac.washington.edu (Il Oh)
Subject: Re: Thomas Covenant

charles@caen.engin.umich.edu (Charles Jacob Cohen) writes:
>There is another way at looking at all of this.  There still is a chance,
>however slim, that the Land is all a part of Covenant's mind.  Therefore,
>since he is imagining it, and it is a *fantasy* land, could it be that
>Covenant would subconsciously take the fantasy elements from the a well
>known source?

That's a very good point.  Donaldson would probably even agree with this
argument.  In the author's note accompanying "Gildenfire", he discusses his
reason for choosing to delete those chapters (aside from the fact the book
was waaaaaaay too long).  Part of the reason was that it was the first time
the story was told from the perspective of someone that was not from the
"real" world.  Even Hile Troy was from Covenant's world, and had
semi-reality in Covenant's mind.

Il Hwan Oh
University of Washington
Tacoma
iho@cac.washington.edu

------------------------------
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SF-LOVERS Digest            Monday, 10 Dec 1990       Volume 15 : Issue 423

Today's Topics:

	 Books - McCaffrey (3 msgs) & Murphy & Pournelle (2 msgs) & 
                 Simmons (2 msgs) & Short Reviews

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 6 Dec 90 16:12:20 GMT
From: hennebry@plains.nodak.edu (Michael J. Hennebry)
Subject: Re: Anne McC/ the FSP

mk3c+@andrew.cmu.edu (Melinda J. Klump) writes:
>Just about all of Anne's books are related with the Federated Sentient
>Planets or Federation of Sentient Planets as the backdrop beaurocracy.
>Killashandra and crystal singer also take part in the FSP.  

Could a net.person tell me if the automated justice department in
Killashandra occurs elsewhere in FSP stories. When reading K it seemed to
be an afterthought.

Mike
hennebry@plains.NoDak.edu

------------------------------

Date: 7 Dec 90 02:22:04 GMT
From: netcom!dani@claris.com (Dani Zweig)
Subject: Re: Anne McC/ the FSP

hennebry@plains.NoDak.edu (Michael J. Hennebry):
>Could a net.person tell me if the automated justice department in
>Killashandra occurs elsewhere in FSP stories. When reading K it seemed to
>be an afterthought.

What do you think of the notion of an automated court sufficiently debugged
to be allowed to run without supervision, which carries the victim out
kicking and screaming so as to be able to *pretend* to punish the
non-guilty defendent in order to satisfy the victim?

I think we should write off this particular 'feature' of the FSP as a case
of the necessities of Romance formula getting in the way of those of the SF
genre.  (In other words, I think we're better off writing it off as a silly
notion than trying to logically integrate it into McCaffrey's universe.)

Dani Zweig

------------------------------

Date: 10 Dec 90 07:02:31 GMT
From: JTALBOT3@ua1vm.ua.edu ("Gary D. Henderson")
Subject: Pern & Terra

Someone way back postulated that the high-tech Terran society that
'colonized' Pern might encounter them, thereby joining her several diverse
universes into one mighty 'future history' type of rot. Well I think I have
the definitive word on the subject. Someone mailed me a transcript of a
conversation that took place one night on GENIE (sp?) with the usual crowd
and Anne McCaffrey. This is a direct quote from the file:

<[RICH] PENGON> Are you planning on having the outside world pay
a visit to Pern.  <rest cut>

McCaffrey: No, emphatically NOT.  There has to be one place in the
Galaxy that Terra doesn't mess up.  I planned on it. <rest cut>

Does this answer your concerns, whoever posted that? :) My major question
to anyone actually WANTING her high-tech and Pern worlds to meet would by
****WHY****?????  Pern is doing just FINE on its own. Who needs a bunch of
Terran bearocratic, land-snatching, government-setting-up,
civilization-destroying idiots coming into a nice place like Pern, anyway?

Next question has to be: Can anyone give me a synopsis of the Dinosaur
Planet book(s) without spoilers? I've never read them, and never really
been tempted to do so. You people are the PERFECT ones to ask. You've ready
everything. :)

Anyone heard word on any new Pern books (real novels, not pictures of faces
or bad renderings of dragons or atlases) that might be scheduled for the
future? Or Crystal Singer?

------------------------------

Date: 9 Dec 90 13:51:21 GMT
From: ecl@cbnewsj.att.com (Evelyn C. Leeper)
Subject: POINTS OF DEPARTURE by Pat Murphy

		     POINTS OF DEPARTURE by Pat Murphy
		 Bantam Spectra, 1990, ISBN 0-553-28615-3
		     A book review by Evelyn C. Leeper

   Once again, I find myself recommending a Bantam Spectra Special Edition.
(Maybe I should just save us all the time and recommend them en masse.)
This collection is by Pat Murphy, author of THE CITY, NOT LONG AFTER, and
demonstrates more of her range (as I suppose one would except from a
collection).

   This is not to say that she doesn't revisit themes.  Domination and
escape (usually women escaping from men's domination) is a theme she deals
with in at least seven of the nineteen stories: "Dead Men on TV"; "Women in
the Trees"; "Touch of the Bear"; "His Vegetable Wife"; "Good-Bye, Cynthia";
"Clay Devils"; and "Escape."  With an untalented author, this could be
repetitious; with Murphy, it is not.  Each story looks at the topic from a
different perspective and uses different tools (technology, nature, the
supernatural) to examine it.

   The other stories run the gamut from time travel ("Orange Blossom Time"
and in a philosophical sense, "Don't Look Back") to straight fantasy ("In
the Islands"; "Sweetly the Waves Call to Me") to psi phenomena
("Prescience") to straight science fiction ("On a Hot Summer Night in a
Place Far Away"; "A Falling Star Is a Rock from Outer Space").  "On the
Dark Side of the Station Where the Train Never Stops" seemed almost mythic
- - Stapledonian is the word that comes to mind.  Echoes of myth are also
found in "Bones", with this story I have the feeling that there is
something I understand from it about "what it means" (a poor term), but I
can't quite explain it in words.  About "Rachel in Love" little need be
said, as this is her best-known story.

   Not everything appealed to me.  I found her attempt at high fantasy
("With Four Lean Hounds") uninvolving, though that may reflect my general
disinterest in that sub-genre.  "Recycling Strategies for the Inner City"
also did nothing for me.  "In the Abode of the Snows" I thought showed too
much of Michael Moorcock's influence.  I can't say more without giving it
away; read the story and you'll get the reference.  (If you don't, you need
to read more Moorcock.)

   Out of nineteen stories, only three were disappointing.  This is clearly
a strong recommendation--and Kate Wilhelm's introduction and Murphy's own
afterword add to the literary value.  And unlike many collections, where
all the stories are readily available elsewhere, this has one new story
("Women in the Trees") and several which appeared in sources you are
unlikely to have ready access to, making it an excellent idea to get this
volume.

Evelyn C. Leeper
+1 908-957-2070
att!mtgzy!ecl
ecl@mtgzy.att.com

------------------------------

Date: 7 Dec 90 17:28:00 GMT
From: UI0T@dkauni2.bitnet ("Thomas Koenig")
Subject: Re: Review: Falkenberg's Legion

eric@snark.thyrsus.com (Eric S. Raymond) wrote in his review of
Falkenberg's Legion:
>    Unlike Heinlein, the focus isn't on what an individual might learn
> about personal morality and self-reliance from the military experience,
> instead we're treated to lectures on the superior virtue of military men
> relative to politicians. Brrr.  Granted politicians are an evil, scummy
> and hypocritical lot but, am I the only person to detect fascist
> overtones in Pournelle's glorification of the military?

No, you are not.  They are also notable, for example, in "King David's
spaceship".

>    A comparison with Heinlein's _Starship_Troopers_ is instructive here.
> _ST_ was a *moral* tract rather than a political one; it dealt primarily
> with the way in which individual virtue might be increased and expressed
> through military service. Heinlein's MI was open to the society around
> it, recruiting people who came from and expected to return to the
> mainstream of their culture (it is worth noting here that Heinlein's
> society did not, as has been claimed, restrict the franchise to combat
> veterans, but merely to those *who had completed a term of government
> service*).

You have a point there, but I think the overtones in "Starship Troopers"
are far from politically harmless.  Think, for example, of the "History and
Moral Philosophy" lessons, which are at the moral heart of the book.
Heinlein, among other things, states in this book that

1) all wars are the result of population pressure
2) wars are morally justified if there is not enough "real estate"
   around for your race.  For an exponentially growing population,
   there never is, of course.

IMHO, that comes dangerously close to "All of history is a history of race
wars", which is the central point of "Mein Kampf".

Thomas Koenig
UI0T@DKAUNI2.BITNET
UI0T@IBM3090.RZ.UNI-KARLSRUHE.DBP.DE

------------------------------

Date: 8 Dec 90 19:13:00 GMT
From: J_DELANO@unhh.bitnet
Subject: Pournelle's Co-Dominium

   Could someone who has a copy of _Falkenberg's Legions_ please reproduce
the timeline here, or (better still) send it e-mail.  I have the one from
The Mote in God's Eye, and it's a little different.  Since I'm not a
Pournelle fan, I probably won't buy _FL_.

------------------------------

Date: 8 Dec 90 20:22:43 GMT
From: olorin@cville.umd.edu
Subject: Re: Falkenberg's Legion

parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu writes:
>   I think the problem here is that Pournelle shows combat and soldiers
>more closely to what they are, good and bad, rather than and abstract
>idealization of what is good in combat soldiers.  War, and professional
>carreer soldiers, are not always nice and Pournelle does not show them to
>be; while Dickson, Heinlein, et al., avoid what is bad, which tends to
>glorify war more.
>
>   In a way I think Pournelle has done what he's wanted with you.  He
>slapped you in the face with the worst aspects of war, which puts you off
>when it comes to combat, instead of making you feel that war is something
>to be venerated.  David Drake's earlier Hammer's Slammers stories tend to
>do the same.  War is something that should be avoided whenever possible,
>and not overly glorified when necessary.

At least in the case of Drake (I stay away from Pournelle), I thought there
was kind of a glorification by antiglorification going on.  It was sort of
like the variation on Campbellism, where humans reach the stars to discover
that they've been there before, but were driven back because they were the
most terrifying race of all.

There was an element of 'sure, we blow little girl's legs off, but that's
because war is hell, and we've got to be tough.'  Sure, war is hell, but
I'll note that when Sherman went marching through Georgia, he did NOT tell
his soldiers to rape the women, kill the children, and sow the land with
salt.  He limited his means to what he though the end justified.  In
Hammers Slammers, there was a definite sense of the end justifies any
means.  This may indeed be the authentic mercenary attitude, but it's not
been our military's attitude.

And how accurate is his version, anyway?  I've read a fair number of
solder's memoirs and diaries, and they were hardly so uniformly bitter and
harsh.  That may have been his experience in Vietnam, but that doesn't make
it universally true.

Laura Burchard

------------------------------

Date: 6 Dec 90 19:10:31 GMT
From: IACRPM@asuacad.bitnet ("R. Pearce-Moses")
Subject: Hyperion / Simmons

>Can somebody explain to me why _Hyperion_ has been such an acclaimed
>novel? ...  The whole book builds up to one climactic moment, then
>abruptly ends.... Add to this the kind of pseudoscientific gobbledygook
>that I have come to expect from Star Trek.

   To add to D. Ingram's comments on the value of _Hyperion_, I'd comment
that it's been a long time since I've read a book in which the author was
so obviously literate and well versed in a wide range of disciplines,
including philosophy and literature.  Within the first few pages I realized
I would be reading Canterbury Tales goes to outerspace; not to mention the
titles of the two books are poems by John Keats (a central figure in the
second novel).

   Other things that I liked about the novel were the fact that Simmons is
a good story teller.  I became deeply interested in the characters, and by
the end of the book I honestly couldn't turn the pages fast enough.  Which
brings us to the concern of his ending.  I agree it was more than abrupt.
I disagree with the notion that the ending is provided by _FoH_; Tolkien's
novels stand alone much better, and there's a definite denoument to each.
For Simmons the art is in the telling of the tale, not the ending.  Others
I have talked with suggested that Simmons needs an editor; I have nothing
against epic length works (I rather enjoy them), but these should have been
parred down to one very long work rather than two long works.  His _Carrion
Comfort_, which belongs to the genre of horror that I never read, falls to
the same need for an editor; I read and enjoyed it in spite of its flaws
because Simmons is a good yarn spinner.

   Semi-spoiler of _FoH: I liked the shift in perspective in the second
book, but that could have been preserved in a single volume work.

   I was not struck by any semi-scientific goobledygook.  It's been several
months since I've read the works, so it may have slipped my mind.  But I'm
currently reading Samuel Delany's _Stars in My Pockets Like Grains of
Sand_, which was recently praised and discussed. I find Delany unreadable
for the reasons I like Simmons.  Simmons' language is clear and precise;
Delany is opaque at best.  I'm presented with concepts like work(sub1),
professions(sub2), which are never defined or explained; this is a
formalist trick to look futuristic and different, but lacks (to my mind)
the imagination to develop them into a well-thought out "reality."

   Simmons is a frustrating novelist because he is so close, yet so far
from a truly excellent work.  When a writer comes so near the mark, the
miss is often more noticable than in lesser works.

Richard Pearce-Moses
IACRPM@ASUACAD.BITNET

------------------------------

Date: 5 Dec 90 20:18:18 GMT
From: kevin@maspar.com (Kevin S. Van Horn)
Subject: Re: Hyperion

First off, thanks to all the people who told me that the rest of the story
is found in the book _Fall of Hyperion_.  I am told that the publisher, and
not Simmons, is to blame for the fact that the story was unceremoniously
chopped down the middle like this.  I have read other stories that took
more than one book to finish, but there was always *something* resolved at
the end of each book.  But with _Hyperion_, rather than "...a few dangling
plot threads" (Doug Ingram), *every* plot thread was left dangling!

As to the individual stories that made up the bulk of the book, yes, they
were fascinating, but incomplete.  They were each the start of an
interesting story.  But I felt that the author (or publisher, actually)
betrayed his reader by enticing him with these stories and the mysteries
they introduced, and then failing entirely to provide any resolution for
them.

Finally, I was asked which "pseudoscientific gobbledygook" I objected to.
Basically, "time tides" and "antientropic fields", as described in the
book, seemed like the kind of fuzzy and ill-thought-out ideas that are
commonly found in SF written by people who don't know beans about science.

Kevin S. Van Horn
kevin@argosy.maspar.com

------------------------------

Date: 4 Dec 90 19:20:15 GMT
From: eric@snark.thyrsus.com (Eric S. Raymond)
Subject: Review: Short Takes

Title:     Surface Action
By:        David Drake
Publisher: Ace (October 1990)
Format:    pb, 236pp
ISBN:      0-441-36375-X

   More perfunctorily-plotted carnography from the author of
_Cross_The_Stars_ and _Killer_. Not helped at all by a sententious
afterword that claims this book was erected on the `mythic foundation' of
1940s SF. Pass on this one.

Title:     Another Day, Another Dungeon
By:        Greg Costikyan
Publisher: TOR (October 1990)
Format:    pb, 341pp
ISBN:      0-812-50140-3

   This debut is what you'd expect from one of the coauthors of the late
lamented SPI's `Sword and Sorcery' game - D&D-influenced humorous fantasy
with a bunch of references to the infamous `Slobbovia' Diplomacy variant
campaign thrown in. Yes, I know, that reference went right by most of you
and so, sadly, will most of the in-jokes in this book. Ah well, it's fairly
enjoyable even without them but, don't mistake it for state of the art.

Title:     Matrix Man
By:        William C. Dietz
Publisher: Roc (October 1990)
Format:    pb, 251pp
ISBN:      0-451-45035-3

   Few things frustrate the serious SF fan more than a good idea wasted in
a ho-hum plot. Matrix Man has one good idea (the Video Matrix Generator, a
computer-animation device that can fake video `news' sequences
indistinguishable from reality). Dietz then proceeds to waste this
wonderful McGuffin on a an utterly predictable shoot-em-up in which ace
newshawk Rex Corvan saves the world from a very Bondian baddy. The results
are strictly junk reading.

Title:     The Tower of Fear
By:        Glen Cook
Publisher: TOR (October 1988)
Format:    pb, 375pp
ISBN:      0-812-50929-3

   Once again Glen Cook's film-noirish fantasy style delivers a solid,
stimulating entertainment, a tale of intrigue, treachery and dark magic
within the conquered city of Qushmarrah. As usual for this author, a large
element of the interest lies in the moral ambiguities the book explores.
The guerillas of the Living (the Qushmarran resistence) have made a demon's
bargain with those who wish to resurrect Nakar the Abomination, the undying
warlock who once held the city in thrall. The Herodian conquerors loot
Qushmarrah and ravage the timber groves that sustain its industries, but
bring the lower classes more stability and prosperity than they'd ever
known. The Dartar, their allies, were once betrayed by Qushmarrah. Who are
the heroes? Who are the villains? Read this book, and decide for yourself.

------------------------------
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SF-LOVERS Digest           Tuesday, 11 Dec 1990       Volume 15 : Issue 424

Today's Topics:

                Administrivia - Archives,
		Books - Asprin & Cherryh (5 msgs) & Drake &
                        Heinlein & New Books & Request

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: Tue, 11 Dec 90 08:38:18 EDT
From: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu (SF-LOVERS)
Subject: Archives

One of the long standing traditions of SF-LOVERS is keeping back issues and
related files in a publicly accessible area.  The SF-LOVERS archives are
currently stored on ELBERETH.RUTGERS.EDU (128.6.4.61) which is a unix
machine.  The archives are currently available to anyone with FTP access to
this machine.

IMPORTANT NOTICE: Previously BITNET sites could not get access to the
archives.  This is no longer true.  Please see below for instructions on
how to access the archives.

Please do not send mail asking me to mail you files from the archives.
They are way too big to be transmitted via mail without getting various
system administrators on the network extremely upset.  Anyone who wants
access to the archives that does not have access to FTP on their machine,
may follow the instructions given below for BITNET subscribers.

Note: The machine you are connecting to is a unix machine.  As with all
unix machines, it is case sensitive.  This means that filenames and
directory names *must* be entered as given.

Instructions for INTERNET users:

To access the archives, you need to login with ftp using the anonymous
login function.  Below is a sample session (The "%" and "ftp>" are prompts,
yours may vary):

% ftp elbereth.rutgers.edu
Connected to elbereth.rutgers.edu.
220 elbereth.rutgers.edu FTP server
Name (elbereth.rutgers.edu:<userid>): anonymous
331 Guest login ok, send ident as password.
Password:
230 Guest login ok, access restrictions apply.
ftp> cd pub/sfl
ftp> get <filename>
ftp> quit

Instructions for BITNET users (and those without FTP):

To access the archives, the principle is the same however it must be
handled via mail since there is no way to do it interactively.  You can
send mail to BITFTP@PUCC.BITNET with the following as the text of the
message:

FTP elbereth.rutgers.edu
USER anonymous
CD pub/sfl
GET <filename>

You will probably get two mail messages back.  One from the server itself
informing you that the request went through and the other will be the
actual file retrieved.  I haven't tried this for multiple files so I don't
know if each file retrieved comes back as a separate message or not.

 Below is a list of the files that are currently available in the archives:

Episode Guides:

   20 blakes7.guide
   18 doctor-who.guide
   18 galactica.guide       [Note: originally these two were one file.
   10 galactica80.guide      They have now been split into two files.]
   36 lost-in-space.guide
    6 max-headroom.guide        [Incomplete]
   28 new-twilight-zone.guide   [Possibly incomplete]
   22 outerlimits.guide
   10 prisoner.guide
    8 red-dwarf.guide
   14 star-trek-animated.guide
*  58 star-trek-tng.guide       [includes 4th season episodes aired]
   26 star-trek.guide
    6 tomorrow-people.guide
   70 twilight-zone.guide

Text Files:

   20 amber-timeline.txt
   68 argon.txt
   48 cons.txt
   32 decwars.txt
   24 down-in-flames.txt
   86 hitch-hikers-guide-to-the-net.txt
   20 hugos.txt
    8 klingonaase.txt
    6 nebulas.txt
    4 saturn.txt
   92 the-enchanted-duplicator.txt
    4 world-fantasy-awards.txt

Back Issues of SF-LOVERS:

   1872 sf-lovers.v1
   1904 sf-lovers.v2
   1856 sf-lovers.v3
   1760 sf-lovers.v4
    816 sf-lovers.v5
   1744 sf-lovers.v6
    592 sf-lovers.v7
   1648 sf-lovers.v8
   3600 sf-lovers.v9
   7472 sf-lovers.v10
   6752 sf-lovers.v11
   4944 sf-lovers.v12a
   4000 sf-lovers.v12b
   6000 sf-lovers.v13
   7568 sf-lovers.v14

New to the archives: the author lists provided and maintained by John Wenn
are now available in the directory pub/sfl/authorlists.  The list for each
author is contained in its own file with the filenames being in the form:
Lastname.Firstname, e.g. Niven.Larry (Please remember, unix filenames are
case sensitive).
 
A few notes about the files.  The number that appears to the left of the
file, is the size of the file in kilobytes.  All of the back issues except
for volume 1 are in BABYL mail format.  The first volume, sf-lovers.v1,
includes a number of messages from the early days before digests and there
is much of "historical" interest.

The current volume is Volume 15.  Old issues of this volume may be found in
the same directory as the archives.  They are in the files sf-lovers.xxxyy
where "xxx" is the month of publication and "yy" is the current year.  For
more recent back issues, send your request to
SF-LOVERS-REQUEST@RUTGERS.EDU.
 
Files in the archives that have been modified within the last month or are
new entries are denoted with a "*" in the lists above.  If anyone notes any
errors or would like to supply missing information, please write to
SF-LOVERS-REQUEST@RUTGERS.EDU.

------------------------------

Date: 8 Dec 90 17:26:21 GMT
From: JCT110@psuvm.psu.edu
Subject: Re: Phule's Company...Did anybody see the "All Hilarious" part?

Well, I enjoyed the book, but it does have some serious flaws.  The biggest
one is that unlike MythAdventures, it is obviously written as an
introductory story; all that really happens is that the characters and
situations are established.  I hope Aspirin doesn't turn into another Piers
Anthony, cranking out novels by the truckload with no regard for quality.
It may be too late, though; there are definite signs of erosion in the last
few MYTH books.

Jim Thomas                        
Penn State
JCT110.psuvm.psu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 10 Dec 90 15:38:15 GMT
From: sbishop@desire.wright.edu
Subject: Re: How about CJ Cherryh?

rdavis@connie.UUCP (Ray Davis) writes:
> Cyteen is either one book called "Cyteen" or three called:
>    Cyteen: The Betrayal
>    Cyteen: The Rebirth
>    Cyteen: The Vindication
> It is one of many books which are related to Cherryh's Alliance/Union
> universe.  Although some places and history are kept between all the
> books, it is not necessary to read them in history order as though they
> were a series.  Each is quite independent.  If you want, you could read
> these first:
>
>    Downbelow Station
>    Merchanter's Luck
>    Forty Thousand in Gehenna

Rimrunners falls in there somewhere also.

> But Cyteen could fall historically anywhere after Downbelow Station, I
> *think*.

Somewhere the Chanur books mesh in with the others.  There is some mention
in one of the books _CYTEEN_ I think, about 'aliens being contacted on the
far side of explored space.  BTW, I LOVE Cherryh's books but didn't like
her Russian thing, Rusalka (spelling?)  Did any one else just not get the
point of writing the damn thing?  All I know is, I was VERY DISAPPOINTED in
it!

------------------------------

Date: 10 Dec 90 16:13:55 GMT
From: sbishop@desire.wright.edu
Subject: New C.J. Cherryh book, _Chernevog_

Has anyone out there read C.J. Cherryh's new book, _Chernevog_?  I put in a
hold on it in our local library system and am awaiting my copy.  Is it any
good?  Or is it stupid like the Russian fable one?  (Which I HATED!)

I'm running out of reading material.  Guess I'm picky, so many of the
sci-fi writers I just don't like.  Maybe I'll be reduced to re-reading some
oldies but goodies.

Sue

------------------------------

Date: 10 Dec 90 18:35:12 GMT
From: carole@rosevax.rosemount.com (Carole Ashmore)
Subject: Re: Cyteen

jmf@abacus.uucp (Joan Frankel) writes:
> Here is my version of who-killed-whom, repeated from last summer:
>
> I think Denis had planned Ari2 as a tame version of Ari1, brilliant but
> not in real control of the corporation, and attempted to have her killed
> when she turned out more like the original than planned.

Ari1 planned Ari2, as indicated in all those notes and programs left for
her successor.  Denys and Giraud took over with Ari1 dead.

> I am betting that Ari1 committed suicide after carefully setting the
> wheels in motion for what she planned to follow her death.  She was
> terminally ill with some form of regenerative defect that rejuvenation
> couldn't repair; Cherryh makes this clear.

She was terminal, but expected to last a couple of years longer.  When Ari2
views the tape of Ari1's "intervention" on Justin she concludes that it was
just the beginning and that Ari1 had plans for further activities on her
part to mold him into the player she needed to interact with her successor.

> She set up her own molestation of Justin to create a situation she hoped
> would parallel her molestation by her own uncle; I have no idea why, but
> apparently she thought she needed a tormented victim in the system.
 
 See above.

> She cloned herself with one major change, an X chromosome to a Y,
> creating whats-his-name (Justin's lifelong friend, lover and
> smarter-half, the azi whose name I'm blocking on, the brilliant
> red-haired guy about whom someone says every-so-often "he looks just like
> someone I know well, but I can't think of whom"). Changing a woman to a
> man would make the resemblence harder to tell, among other things.  It's
> not clear that whats-his-name is even "generally" gay, as are Jordan and
> Justin, or just that he loves Justin selflessly and will do whatever he
> thinks makes Justin's life easier.
 
No way.  Early in the book, at a family dinner party, Ari1 is musing on how
she created Grant (the name you were fishing for) and states that she
created him from a male mathematician or physicist, keeping the smarts and
greatly enhancing the esthetics.

> She obviously framed Jordan; why, I don't know; remember, it's her plan,
> and she's cuckoo.  (That whole corporation is cuckoo).
 
 Denys and Giraud framed Jordan.

My notion is that the plot hinges on the notion of the genetic status of
"special", the fact that such people cannot legally be mind-probed, and the
practical implications thereof.

1. Jordan can be accused or framed, as the case may be, *because* he is a
   special and cannot even volunteer to be mind-probed to prove his
   innocence.  The "special" status is supposed to preserve certified great
   minds from possible damage from this process.

2. Giraud is a special, his brother Denys is not.  Justin should be (he is
   a clone of Jordan) but is never granted the legal status.  Ari1 and Ari2
   both are specials.

3. Ari1 dies under very suspicious circumstances.  Jordan is accused,
   cannot prove his innocence, and is exiled.  17 year old Justin, Jordan's
   clone remains in Reseune and watches Denys and Giraud Nye order created
   and then raise the genetic clone of Ari1, Ari2.

4. Ari2 is 16 and rapidly getting out of control from the Nye's
   perspective.  She has formed an alliance with Justin and Grant, Justin
   has allowed her to mind-probe him (with Grant in the room to make sure
   she only looks for information and does not do a mind- changing
   'intervention') to prove his loyalty.  The Nyes most emphatically do not
   approve of the alliance with Justin, try to block it, and are defeated
   in this by Ari2.

5. Giraud dies.  For the first time in 18 years, Jordan, in exile,
   publically declares his innocence.  Ari2 and Justin are on their way to
   visit Jordan when they are attacked (attempted murder) by an Azi who can
   be traced to working for Denys.

Along with the workings of the "special" status, I think the attack on Ari2
and Justin is the major clue to 'who done it'.

Ari1 planned her clone to keep on running Reseune after she died, probably
with Justin's help.  Denys and Giraud knock off Ari1 before she can fully
implement her plan, framing Jordan and exiling him.  They think they can
raise the clone and bend her to their will.

Giraud is a special and could not have been mind-probed.  He was very
powerful in Reseune and could probably have protected his brother from
mind-probe if suspician ever fell on him.  With Giraud dead and Ari2
counting on Justin's loyalty, Jordan declares his innocence.  I think he
feels that since Ari1 has mind-probed Justin with no ill effects, she could
mind-probe him with no ill effects (and with Justin in the room to prevent
an 'intervention').  She will then *know* Jordan is innocent, even though
this knowledge will have no *legal* status.  With Jordan known to be
innocent, she would immediately suspect the Nyes, and Giraud is no longer
there to protect Denys therefore the attack.

Carole Ashmore

------------------------------

Date: 10 Dec 90 20:40:43 GMT
From: steve@huxley.huxley.bitstream.com (Steve Stein)
Subject: Re: Cyteen

carole@rosevax.Rosemount.COM (Carole Ashmore) writes:
>    Denys and Giraud framed Jordan.
>
>   2. Giraud is a special, his brother Denys is not.  

A minor point: Giraud is "legally" a special and Denys isn't, but in
reality, Giraud is not a special, and Denys is (the Nyes having manipulated
the process).

I think Denys framed Jordan by himself.  I find it difficult to believe
through all of the interogation that follows the murder that Giraud
actually KNEW who did it.  I find no evidence to support it, and I see no
reason to disbelieve Giraud when he says he doesn't know who's guilty.  It
*is* very convenient for them that Jordan can be framed.

Once Giraud dies and Ari2 and Justin go to talk to Jordan, Denis must
remove them to protect himself.

I think that the Ari1 suicide theory is interesting, but I doubt someone
with her ego could do it.

Did the Nyes know she was dying?

Steve Stein

------------------------------

Date: 11 Dec 90 04:03:34 GMT
From: rxcjm@minyos.xx.rmit.oz.au (John Mazzocchi)
Subject: Re: New C.J. Cherryh book, _Chernevog_

sbishop@desire.wright.edu writes:
>Has anyone out there read C. J. Cherryh's new book, _Chernevog_?  I put in
>a hold on it in our local library system and am awaiting my copy.  Is it
>any good?  Or is it stupid like the Russian fable one?  (Which I HATED!)

The Russian fable one? Do you mean "Rusalka"? Well, "Chernevog" is the
sequel.

John Mazzocchi
Melbourne, Victoria
Australia
rxcjm@minyos.xx.rmit.oz.au

------------------------------

Date: 6 Dec 90 23:04:12 GMT
From: ted@arsocomvax.socom.mil (Ted Nolan)
Subject: Re: Review: Surface Action

>Title:     Surface Action
>By:        David Drake
>
>   More perfunctorily-plotted carnography from the author of
>_Cross_The_Stars_ and _Killer_. Not helped at all by a sententious
>afterword that claims this book was erected on the `mythic foundation' of
>1940s SF. Pass on this one.

More specifically, I'd bet it's based on Kuttner's _Fury_, which if I
recall correctly was an expansion of his novella "Clash by Night".  When I
read the back cover description of ship combat on the surface of an oceanic
Venus, and saw the "Clash by Night" quote inside the front, I was surprised
there wasn't a more specific mention of Kuttner/_Fury_ in the introduction.
(Didn't buy it, BTW, just glanced at it).

Ted Nolan
ted@usasoc.soc.mil

------------------------------

Date: 10 Dec 90 19:35:47 GMT
From: smithr@ast.dsd.northrop.com (Dick Smith)
Subject: Re: uncut Stranger In a Strange Land

I obtained the recently (last winter, I think?) reissue of the "uncut"
version of _The Puppet Masters_ and was able to compare the two versions.
The uncut version added a gratuitous sex scene, and some extra action which
did not add to the story a bit.  Unfortunately, this fit in with my
personal impression after reading _Grumbles from the Grave_, which was that
Heinlein probably *always* needed editing, and just wasn't getting it later
on.  I hope to be proven wrong when this new edition of _Stranger..._ comes
out.

Did you all notice that there were new editions of the "cut" versions of
all the Heinlein on the stands first, then the "uncut" versions to suck out
the extra dollar?  I knew you did.

Dick Smith
smithr@ast.dsd.northrop.com
...!mcdchg!ast!smithr

------------------------------

Date: 6 Dec 90 23:10:50 GMT
From: abl@dart.ece.cmu.edu (Antonio Leal)
Subject: Fresh paperbacks

Out in paperback, over the last couple of weeks:

   Poul Anderson - Boat of a Million Years
   Bruce Sterling - Crystal Express     (short stories)
   Walter Jon Williams - Knight Moves
   Gene Wolfe - Castleview

Haven't sighted either Pratchett's Pyramids or Heinlein's Stranger in this
neck of the woods yet.

Antonio B. Leal
Dept. of Electrical and Computer Engineering
Carnegie Mellon University
Pittsburgh, PA. 15213   U.S.A.
[412] 268-2937
abl@ece.cmu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 7 Dec 90 13:47:41 GMT
From: I0060301@dbstu1.bitnet (Klaus Blumberg)
Subject: name that book

Hello,

I've got an inquiry about a book: i think it's probably by Silverberg and
the German title is 'Der Gesang der Neuronen'. Unfortunately I haven't got
my old German copy anymore to look up the English title.  so, help would be
appreciated.

The storyline goes as follows:

A male, operated on by aliens after a space accident and therefore
deformed/changed, is brought together with a female of some strange powers
(?). they are not able to live together peacefully and quarrel most of the
time. in the end it is revealed they are used to feed a psychic vampire.

I know, that outline is rather a trifle bleak and probably too short, but
please try.

Klaus Blumberg
bitnet: I0060301@DBSTU1

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

       Books - Cosmic Strings (2 msgs) & Request Answers (2 msgs) &
               New Books (4 msgs) & Elven Star &
               Requests (3 msgs) & Nightfall

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 6 Dec 90 19:31:33 GMT
From: jordan@nssdcb.gsfc.nasa.gov (JOSEPH JORDAN)
Subject: Cosmic Strings in SF -- Summary

A couple of weeks ago I posted the following message:
>I've read plenty of stories dealing with such cosmological oddities as
>neutron stars and black holes.  Has anyone read any stories/books that
>deal with cosmic strings?

I received numerous responses both by mail and on the net.  I must admit
that I was surprised by how many authors have tackled cosmic strings.
Assuming they exist at all, cosmic strings would be rare, **** FAR ****
away, and extremely deadly to be near at any distance that would make
character-interaction feasible.  Some people who responded were not
familiar with just what a cosmic string supposedly is.  I've posted an
article about cosmic strings in SCI.ASTRO that those interested may want to
check out.

I have not yet read any of these stories/novels, so it's difficult for me
to make any judgement, but from the way the respondents described, the
authors took great liberties with their cosmic strings.

1. Gregory Benford apparently wrote a short story called "Alphas" that was
published in _Amazing_Stories_ and in Dozois's _The_Year's_Best_SF_ (7th
Annual Collection).  The story appears to be part of his novel
_Tides_Of_Lights_.  People have told me that aliens used a closed loop to
"core" Venus in this story.  I assume the aliens create their own, small,
manageable string to do this, because a "natural" cosmic string would be so
massive that it could wreak havoc to the whole galaxy much less one little
ol' planet.

2. Vonda K. McIntyre wrote "Starship", in which cosmic strings are used for
faster than light travel.  The people who told me about this did not
specify whether "Starship" is a short story or novel.  Can anyone help me
out?

3. Someone told me that R. A. MacAvoy's most recent non-fantasy novel uses
cosmic strings for interstellar travel.  I am not familiar with this
author.  Can anyone tell me the name of the novel?

4. Someone said that Jeffrey A. Carver's _From_a_Changeling_Star_ (sequel
to _Down_the_Stream_of_Stars_) has cosmic strings in it.

5. Some people mentioned that the black hole at the center of _Earth_'s
plot (pun intended) was made of strings.  I haven't read the book but I
suspect the author David Brin was refering to quantum strings, which are
different.

6.  Someone mentioned the wormholes in Lois Bujold's stories, but
wormholes are not cosmic strings.

Thanks to all who responded.

------------------------------

Date: 9 Dec 90 09:02:39 GMT
From: goldfarb@ocf.berkeley.edu (David Goldfarb)
Subject: Re: Cosmic Strings in SF -- Summary

jordan@nssdcb.gsfc.nasa.gov writes:
>3. Someone told me that R. A. MacAvoy's most recent non-fantasy novel uses
>cosmic strings for interstellar travel.  I am not familiar with this
>author.  Can anyone tell me the name of the novel?

_The Third Eagle_.

David Goldfarb    
goldfarb@ocf.berkeley.edu

------------------------------

Date: 7 Dec 90 11:15:14 GMT
From: djh@siesoft.co.uk (Duncan Head)
Subject: Re: name that book request time...

mvp@hsv3.UUCP (Mike Van Pelt) writes:
>ggm@brolga.cc.uq.oz.au (George Michaelson) writes:
>>Non Human race fly spaceships. Humans buy seats.
>
>>Story concerns a ship that gets sabotaged and how crew/passengers
>>cooperate to limp home and go on to unify life the universe and
>>everything.
>
>Sounds like it might be "Lifeboat", by Gordon Dickson and Harry Harrison.
>It was in the February, March, and April 1975 issues of "Analog".  I don't
>know if it has ever been reprinted or anthologized.

"Lifeboat" has been published in book form, at least in the UK. My copy was
published under Futura Publications' Orbis paperback imprint in 1977. The
ISBN is 0 8600 7930 9. There is no reference to any previous publication,
in UK, US or elsewhere, so this may conceivably be the only edition.

I wouldn't really recommend it; it's not one of Harrison's better books, or
even one of Dickson's better efforts. I paid 55 pence for mine second-hand,
and that's about what it's worth, in my opinion. The actual "adrift in
lifeboat" sections are OK, but the political background which provides the
motivation for the whole thing is very sketchily done.

Duncan Head
djh@siesoft.co.uk

------------------------------

Date: 7 Dec 90 19:05:55 GMT
From: parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu
Subject: Re: name that book

I0060301@dbstu1.BITNET (Klaus Blumberg) writes:
> I've got an inquiry about a book: I think it's probably by Silverberg and
> the German title is 'Der Gesang der Neuronen'.
>
> The storyline goes as follows:
>
> A male, operated on by aliens after a space accident and therefore
> deformed/changed, is brought together with a female of some strange
> powers (?). they are not able to live together peacefully and quarrel
> most of the time. In the end it is revealed they are used to feed a
> psychic vampire.

   The English name has nothing to do with the German name, it is _Thorns_.
The whole book is rather bleak, but good enough to have rated multiple
reads.

Gregg Parmentier
parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu

------------------------------

Date: 6 Dec 90 23:50:16 GMT
From: sonja@genie.gene.com (Sonja Bock)
Subject: Some New Books

After going through the "Along Publisher's Row" section in the latest
Locus, I made a list for myself containing upcoming new releases by authors
I've read in the past and enjoyed.

This is a VERY small subset of publications for the next 6 months or so, as
I am not including re-releases, or books by authors I haven't read.
However, I though it would be work posting for those who don't take Locus
and have similar tastes.

I've sorted the list once by author and then by publication date.  I'm
looking forward to getting and reading every one on the list.

            Forthcoming Books by Author

Aldiss, Brian W.: Dracula Unbound
    By HarperCollins in January 1991

Anderson, Poul: Alight in the Void
    By Tor in April 1991

Attanasio, A.A.: Hunting the Ghost Dancer
    By HarperCollins in March 1991

Barker, Clive: Tapping the Vein:Book Four
    By Eclipse in November 1990

Bishop, Michael: Author's Choice Monthly Issue 15
    By Pulphouse in December 1990

Blaylock, James P.: The Paper Grail
    By Ace in May 1991

Bloch, Robert: Midnight Pleasures
    By Tor in April 1991

Bloch, Robert: Yours Truly, Jack the Ripper
    By Pulphouse in January 1991

Brunner, John: A Case of Painter's Ear
    By Pulphouse in January 1991

Budrys, Algis: Falling Torch
    By Baen in January 1991

Bull, Emma: Bone Dance
    By Ace in May 1991

Cadigan, Pat: Synners
    By Bantam Spectra in February 1991

Campbell, Ramsey: Midnight Sun
    By Tor in February 1991

Card, Orson Scott: The Redemption of Christopher Columbus
    By Donald M. Grant in May 1991

Cherryh, C.J.: Heavy Time
    By Warner Questar in June 1991

Constantine, Storm: The Fulfillments of Fate and Desire
    By Tor in March 1991

Davidson, Avram: The Adventures of Doctor Eszterhazy
    By Owlswick in December 1990

De Felitta, Frank: Funeral March
    By Bantam in April 1991

DeLint, Charles: The Dreaming Place
    By Macmillan Atheneum in November 1990

DeLint, Charles: The Little Country
    By Morrow in January 1991

Dean, Pamela: Tam Lin
    By Tor in April 1991

Disch, Thomas M.: The M.D.
    By Knopf in April 1991

Donaldson, Stephen R.: The Gap Into Conflict: The Real Story
    By Bantam Spectra in February 1991

Donaldson, Stephen R.: The King of Tarshish Shall Bring Gifts
    By Donald M. Grant in February 1991

Effinger, George Alec: The Exile Kiss
    By Doubleday Foundation in May 1991

Gibson, William: The Difference Engine (With B.Sterling)
    By Bantam Spectra in April 1991

Holt, Tom: The Walled Garden
    By St.Martin's in June 1991

Hughart, Barry: Eight Skilled Gentlemen
    By Doubleday Foundation in January 1991

King, Stephen: Dark Tower III: The Waste Land
    By Donald M. Grant in March 1991

Koja, Kathe: The Cipher
    By Dell Abyss in February 1991

Koontz, Dean R.: Cold Fire
    By Putnam in January 1991

McDonald, Ian: King of Morning, Queen of Day
    By Bantam Spectra in June 1991

Pohl, Frederik: The Singers of Time (With Jack Williamson)
    By Doubleday Foundation in February 1991

Shepard, Lucius: The Ends of the Earth
    By Arkham House in December 1990

Simmons, Dan: Prayers to Broken Stones
    By Dark Harvest in December 1990

Simmons, Dan: Summer of Night
    By Putnam in January 1991

Straub, Peter: Mrs. God
    By Donald M. Grant in December 1990

Swanwick, Michael: Gravity's Angels
    By Arkham House in May 1991

    Forthcoming Books by Publication Date

November 1990
    Barker, Clive: Tapping the Vein:Book Four By Eclipse
    DeLint, Charles: The Dreaming Place By Macmillan Atheneum
December 1990
    Bishop, Michael: Author's Choice Monthly Issue 15 By Pulphouse
    Davidson, Avram: The Adventures of Doctor Eszterhazy By Owlswick
    Shepard, Lucius: The Ends of the Earth By Arkham House
    Simmons, Dan: Prayers to Broken Stones By Dark Harvest
    Straub, Peter: Mrs. God By Donald M. Grant
January 1991
    Aldiss, Brian W.: Dracula Unbound By HarperCollins
    Bloch, Robert: Yours Truly, Jack the Ripper By Pulphouse
    Brunner, John: A Case of Painter's Ear By Pulphouse
    Budrys, Algis: Falling Torch By Baen
    DeLint, Charles: The Little Country By Morrow
    Hughart, Barry: Eight Skilled Gentlemen By Doubleday Foundation
    Koontz, Dean R.: Cold Fire By Putnam
    Simmons, Dan: Summer of Night By Putnam
February 1991
    Cadigan, Pat: Synners By Bantam Spectra
    Campbell, Ramsey: Midnight Sun By Tor
    Donaldson, Stephen R.: The Gap Into Conflict: The Real Story By Bantam
       Spectra 
    Donaldson, Stephen R.: The King of Tarshish Shall Bring Gifts By Donald
       M. Grant 
    Koja, Kathe: The Cipher By Dell Abyss
    Pohl, Frederik: The Singers of Time (W/Jack Williamson) By Doubleday
       Foundation 
March 1991
    Attanasio, A.A.: Hunting the Ghost Dancer By HarperCollins
    Constantine, Storm: The Fulfillments of Fate and Desire By Tor
    King, Stephen: Dark Tower III: The Waste Land By Donald M. Grant
April 1991
    Anderson, Poul: Alight in the Void By Tor
    Bloch, Robert: Midnight Pleasures By Tor
    De Felitta, Frank: Funeral March By Bantam
    Dean, Pamela: Tam Lin By Tor
    Disch, Thomas M.: The M.D. By Knopf
    Gibson, William: The Difference Engine (W/B.Sterling) By Bantam Spectra
May 1991
    Blaylock, James P.: The Paper Grail By Ace
    Bull, Emma: Bone Dance By Ace
    Card, Orson Scott: The Redemption of Christopher Columbus By Donald M.
      Grant 
    Effinger, George Alec: The Exile Kiss By Doubleday Foundation
    Swanwick, Michael: Gravity's Angels By Arkham House
June 1991
    Cherryh, C.J.: Heavy Time By Warner Questar
    Holt, Tom: The Walled Garden By St.Martin's
    McDonald, Ian: King of Morning, Queen of Day By Bantam Spectra

------------------------------

Date: 8 Dec 90 07:44:26 GMT
From: olorin@cville.umd.edu
Subject: Re: Some New Books

sonja@genie.gene.com (Sonja Bock) writes:
>Card, Orson Scott: The Redemption of Christopher Columbus
>    By Donald M. Grant in May 1991

Nicely positioned for the paperback to come out it 1992, I see. :-) Does
anybody know anything about this book?  Is it non-fiction, or fiction set
in his Folk of the Fringe world?

>Holt, Tom: The Walled Garden
>    By St.Martin's in June 1991

Is this a sequel to _Goatsong_, or another funny Viking story?

>Koontz, Dean R.: Cold Fire
>    By Putnam in January 1991

I think I've already seen this.

>Shepard, Lucius: The Ends of the Earth
>    By Arkham House in December 1990

Another short story collection, or an expansion of the novell?

Laura Burchard

------------------------------

Date: 9 Dec 90 09:04:51 GMT
From: goldfarb@ocf.berkeley.edu (David Goldfarb)
Subject: Re: Some New Books

   One book that was not mentioned in the original posting, that many may
find of interest:

   _The Seeress of Kell_, by David Eddings: May 1991.

Better than October, anyway.

David Goldfarb
goldfarb@ocf.berkeley.edu

------------------------------

Date: 9 Dec 90 23:32:52 GMT
From: MACGYVER@indycms.iupui.edu (MacGyver)
Subject: Books

Star Trek:TNG #15 "Fortune's Light" came out (locally) this weekend.
Future books announced inside the covers: _PROBE_ in April 1991, listed as
a sequel to Star Trek IV Movie; Next month: TOS #53 _Ghost Walker_; March:
TNG #16: _Contamination_.

#2 of the "Mutant" series (Silverbert/Haber) _The Mutant Prime_ was
announced for November release which should have made it available in
October.  Any word on known delays or intended release?

Thanks!

------------------------------

Date: 9 Dec 90 18:52:18 GMT
From: glenn8@stretch.cs.mun.ca (Glenn Stowe)
Subject: Elven Star

OK, I've just finished Elven Star. Let's hope that someone wants to discuss
it.

(Some minor spoilers)

Just what is the deal with Zifnab? It is obviously the same character as
Fizban in the Dragonlance series. The character is just to good to leave
behind when you move to a new storyline. He can get away with this because
in the last series, (and I gues we are to assume, in this one too) he was a
god. H&W were very certain to avoid mentioning any of the DL characters
exactly, although Zifnab/Fizban does say some thing along the lines of "
What was his name? Raist? no, that was the irritating young fellow, kept
coughing up blood - disgusting." And when he gives his name as Fiz... er,
no, Zifnab, they avoid saying the word Fizban.
   I guess TSR owns the Dragonlance characters body and soul. It must be
very irritating for an author to have his/her characters taken out of
her/his control. So much so that they have to play around with copyright
technicalities just to use their own creations.
   The other references made by Zifnab are quite entertaining. His dragon's
desire to go to Pern, where he would be appreciated was my favorite,
although Zifnab's ravings about heat resistant tiles falling off the
shuttle on re-entry and having stayed in the same hotel as Clark Gable were
quite funny as well. Are they really going somewhere with Zifnab, or could
they just not bear to let Fizban go? I'm hoping that he will come into the
plot later, not just for comic relief, but because of his effect on Haplo.
Now there's a lad with a chip on his shoulder. It was great the way Zifnab
could cut him down to size.

Glenn

------------------------------

Date: 8 Dec 90 00:11:09 GMT
From: csniezek@lynx.northeastern.edu
Subject: Looking for short story

   A while back I bought an old copy of Isaac Asimov's Science Fiction
Magazine.  In it was the first half of a story by Fredrik Pohl (which I
believe was entitled "Man Plus") about a cyborg which was going to be sent
to Mars, or at least on some sort of space mission.
   Anyone out there know how I can find the other half?  

Chris Sniezek
csniezek@lynx.northeastern.edu

------------------------------

Date: 10 Dec 90 17:13:13 GMT
From: lwl@eniac.seas.upenn.edu (Lydia Leong)
Subject: Release Dates?

Does anyone know of possible release dates for the next book (if it is
indeed going to be written) in any of these series?

Deryni (Katherine Kurtz)
Guardians of the Flame (Joel Rosenberg)
Discworld (Terry Pratchett)
Deathgate Cycle (Weis and Hickman)
MYTH series (Robert Asprin)
Dirk Gently (Douglas Adams)
Sequel to Ender's Game and Speaker for the Dead (Orson Scott Card)

Lydia Leong
lwl@eniac.seas.upenn.edu

------------------------------

Date: 7 Dec 90 23:50:03 GMT
From: MXS144@psuvm.psu.edu (shack)
Subject: The Dance of the Changer and the Three

Can anyone tell me where I can find this short story?  It is about a legend
among a race of seemingly illogical energy beings.  Unfortunately, I do not
remember the author, or even where I originally saw it.  Any help in
locating it would be greatly appreciated.

------------------------------

Date: 10 Dec 90 17:36:20 GMT
From: gsvan@ramjet.eng.sun.com (Gary S. Vanderlinden)
Subject: NIGHTFALL

I would like to hear opinions about NIGHTFALL by Asimov & Silverberg.
Should I wait for the paperback or is it worth the hardcover price.

Gary S. Vanderlinden
gsvan@ramjet.Eng.Sun.COM

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

 		Books - Brooks (2 msgs) & Card & Heinlein &
                        Myers (3 msgs) & Niven (3 msgs) &
                        Pratchett & Request Answer

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 11 Dec 90 22:45:02 GMT
From: sk2f+@andrew.cmu.edu (Seth D. Kadesh)
Subject: In defense of Shannara

Ok.  I'm writing this now, but it's been a while since I read the books, so
I may not be remembering things correctly.  (Actually, I think I read The
Sword of Shannara in the 5th grade, I had already finished Tolkien.  I have
since reread most of those books)

Fact: The Sword of Shannara is a blatant copy of Tolkien.  Anyone who has
read both will immediately notice similarities.

I happen to think that The Sword of Shannara is a well written story.  I'm
willing to ignore the fact that it's a blatant copy of Tolkien.  How many
books have you read that were poorly written?  It doesn't matter if the
book was written around a new idea, or an old idea rehashed a thousand
times (witness the current discussion, btw, that has people saying that
Tolkien wasn't necessary original either).  The book must first have some
entertaining value before we can even consider calling it a literary
masterpiece.

So The Sword of Shannara is NOT a literary masterpiece.  It's still an
enjoyable book.

I haven't even mentioned the other books in the series.

When I first read The Elfstones of Shannara, I didn't like it.  It didn't
have the scope of the first book.  There were no epic wars with hundreds of
different characters, each striving for a piece of the reader's attention.
After I finished the book, and let it sink in, I realized that the reason I
didn't like it was because the story was NOT a copy of Tolkien, and I was
expecting another LOTR.  After further consideration, I decided that I did
like story.

The third and fourth books are even better.  They're not blatant copies of
anything (as far as I can see), and they're very readable.  None of the
books are masterpieces, but when I see someone say "Brooks sucks, but I
can't wait until the next Eddings book is released" (or something along
those lines), I have to flinch.

Seth
sk2f@andrew.cmu.edu
tmSatCMU@DRYCAS.BITNET

------------------------------

Date: 12 Dec 90 04:07:35 GMT
From: erich@near.cs.caltech.edu (Erich Schneider)
Subject: Re: In defense of Shannanara

sk2f+@andrew.cmu.edu (Seth D. Kadesh) said:
> Fact: The Sword of Shannara is a blatant copy of Tolkien.  Anyone who
> has read both will immediately notice similarities.

> I happen to think that The Sword of Shannara is a well written story. 
> I'm willing to ignore the fact that it's a blatant copy of Tolkien.  

It would be helpful if you explained what your first statement meant.  Is
the setting richly textured and interesting? Are there characters who are
memorable? Is the atmosphere unique in some way? Does the book do something
with a style/theme better than many other books? Is the plot challenging to
follow? I happen to think _Sword_ has none of these characteristics. (Well,
there is _one_ vaguely memorable or intersting character. Maybe two.) If
you could enumerate some features that you think make _Sword_
"well-written", we might be able to have a dialogue. As it stands, we have
a "de gustibus" situation, and I've gotten tired of that justification for
calling a book "good".

As for your second statement, If I handed you a copy of _Lord of the Rings_
with all of the proper names spelled backwards, and nothing else altered,
_and you knew it_, would you give me credit for "a well-written story"?

> How many books have you read that were poorly written?  

This isn't relevant at all. "Since most books are poorly written, even the
marginally less poor should/can be lauded." What does this statement have
to do with justifying the merit of Brooks' work?

> It doesn't matter if the book was written around a new idea, or an old
> idea rehashed a thousand times (witness the current discussion, btw, that
> has people saying that Tolkien wasn't necessary original either).

OK. Answer this: why should I read a book if I'm not going to get anything
new out of it? _Sword_ and its Tolkien-emulating ilk (the so-called
"generic quest fantasy") not only copy the idea, but the characters, the
story structure, the type of setting, et cetera.

Tolkien's work has lasting value not because of any intrinsic originality
of subject matter, but because it contains truly memorable characters, has
a setting that is second to none, and displays a superb understanding of
the flavor and feel of Western European fantasy structures.

> The book must first have some entertaining value before we can even
> consider calling it a literary masterpiece.

Would you read _1984_ for "entertaining value"? _Waiting for Godot_?
_Paradise Lost_? _The Scarlet Letter_? A lot of books that have lasting
literary value don't necessarily contain a lot of the "entertaining value"
you seem to prize so much. They do, however, make one think; something many
stories with loads of "entertaining value" lack.

> So The Sword of Shannara is NOT a literary masterpiece.  It's still an
> enjoyable book.

"The Sword of Shannara is predigested popular fantasy pap. But I'll eat it
up. Yum, yum."

I wish more readers would consider why they cling to attitudes like this. I
used to read more "generic quest fantasy"; only recently have I realized
just what I've missed.

erich@tybalt.caltech.edu
erich@through.caltech.edu

------------------------------

Date: 11 Dec 90 22:55:55 GMT
From: rcharbon@athena.mit.edu (Ray Charbonneau)
Subject: Re: Release Dates?

lwl@eniac.seas.upenn.edu (Lydia Leong) writes:
>Does anyone know of possible release dates for the next book (if it is
>indeed going to be written) in any of these series?
>...
>Sequel to Ender's Game and Speaker for the Dead (Orson Scott Card)

There's a story set in Ender's world in the Jan '91 (? - the last one I
got) Analog.

Ray Charbonneau
rcharbon@athena.mit.edu

------------------------------

Date: 12 Dec 90 00:29:01 GMT
From: seanf@sco.com (Sean Eric Fagan)
Subject: Re: Please tell me about Heinlein's Lazarus Long series

Dan_Bloch@TRANSARC.COM writes:
>I don't want to start a flame war, but in my humble opinion, which is
>shared by right-thinking people everywhere, "To Sail Beyond the Sunset" is
>the worst book Heinlein ever wrote and one of the worst books anybody ever
>wrote, a self-indulgent piece of crap with no redeeming virtues
>whatsoever.

Well, now, I might have to disagree with you.

Yes, TSBtS was crap.  But I found it to be well-written crap.  I managed to
enjoy parts of it, simply because of the writing style.  The plot wasn't
worth reading, mind you, and if it weren't a Heinlein book, I wouldn't have
read it.  But once I started, I didn't stop, because I kept thinking that
anything that well written had to have a decent plot (even though it
didn't).

But I also think Heinlein was aware of some of this.  The ending was (IMHO)
just a "Well, my life's over with, I've ended everything, have fun" type of
thing, and very much unlike other Heinlein stories.

Sean Eric Fagan
(408) 458-1422 
seanf@sco.COM  
uunet!sco!seanf

------------------------------

Date: 11 Dec 90 19:47:02 GMT
From: weitzman@chopin.udel.edu (Steven A Weitzman)
Subject: Silverlock

A few years ago I read the novel Silverlock.  The book was excellent and I
highly recommend it to anyone who has never read it.

My questions may contain some SPOILER information.

In the course of the book Silverlock has many encounters with characters
out of myth, legend, popular fiction, and folklore.  These encounters in
many ways are the best parts of the book.  I know that figuring out the
many references in the book is considered an individual challenge, but I,
and those that I have spoken to, have run into the wall.  We just can't
figure most of them out.  Some of the ones that we did get are:

The greek myth about woman who turns men into pigs - sorry, forget her name
Don Quixote and Sancho Ponzo
Robin Hood
Beowulf
Davie Crockett or Daniel Boone - couldn't tell which
Dante' Divine comedy
The Cantiburry Tales

There are some others but I can't seem to remember them right now.

Some of the more obvious questions are:

Who was that girl that follows him around for a while near Sherwood Forest?
That whole part with the marriage and rose petals ?
Vikings attacking the coast?
The witch that put him in that spell?

Basically if anyone could send me a complete (or even just more complete)
list of all the encounters that Silverlock has and their references it
would be greatly appreciated.

Thanks in advance.
        
Steve Weitzman
University of Delaware
Weitzman@brahms.udel.edu

------------------------------

Date: 11 Dec 90 20:50:24 GMT
From: rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu (R o d Johnson)
Subject: Re: Silverlock

weitzman@chopin.udel.edu (Steven A Weitzman) writes:
[Spoilers for Silverlock]
>In the course of the book Silverlock has many encounters with characters
>out of myth, legend, popular fiction, and folklore.
>
>Davie Crockett or Daniel Boone - couldn't tell which

I thought this was Natty Bumppo/Hawkeye/whatever he's called from James
Fenimore Cooper.

>Vikings attacking the coast?

From Myers' own "The Harp and the Blade"?

Rod Johnson
rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu

------------------------------

Date: 12 Dec 90 06:15:00 GMT
From: huff@silver.lcs.mit.edu (Robert Huff)
Subject: Re: Silverlock

weitzman@chopin.udel.edu (Steven A Weitzman) writes:
[ asking about _Silverlock_ ]

>Who was that girl that follows him around for a while near Sherwood Forest?
>That whole part with the marriage and rose petals ?
>Vikings attacking the coast?
>The witch that put him in that spell?

It's been so long (5 years ? since I read it but let's see:

   0) As another poster mentioned: the the 'frontiersman' is neither Boone
or Crockett, but James Fennimore Cooper's Natty Bumpo. (Crockett receives
mention, I believe, in the marvelous "Death of Bowie Gizzard's-bane".)

   1) I don't know for sure about the girl who follow him about Sherwood,
maybe something Shakespearean? (I know "Broceliande" is.)

   2) I'm not sure about the marriage/rose petals, but "Lusius Gil Jones" I
believe to be Herny Fielding's Tom Jones.

   3) The vikings were fighting the Battle of Clontarf (near what is now
Dublin, about the turn of the first millenium). I _think_ the "Brian" who
died is Brian Boru. Correction accepted from Irish History experts.

   4) The first "witch" to bespell the hero was Circe (from the Odyssey).
The second was none less than Nimue, nemesis of Merlin.

------------------------------

Date: 10 Dec 90 02:25:00 GMT
From: MJENKIN@opie.bgsu.edu
Subject: Niven

   I have never been able to resolve in my mind the contradictions posed by
_World of Ptaavs_ and _Protector_.  WoP implies that Earth was essentially
a food farm, and Kzanol is surprised that foodstocks managed to develop
intelligence (maybe some tnuctip meddling here?).  Protector clearly states
that we are Pak breeders (albeit mutated ones) and that we came here in a
colony spaceship.  Obviously, these can't both be true.
   I don't like the Pak.  The way that the Ringworld is set up, it's a very
logical conclusion that it's a Pak artifact (Jiminy, the whole contraption
is virtually a series of improvisations, and that screams Protectors!); at
the same time, a lot of the psychological content of _Ringworld_ deals with
the differences in thought process between the herbivorous herdbeast
Puppeteers, the carnivorous hunter Kzinti, and the humans with their
"monkey curiosity."  If humans are Pak breeders, why invoke this clearly
evolution-based concept?
   Conclusion: The Pak are an intriguing concept, but they don't fit in
well with some of the other parts of Known Space.  Perhaps they're in an
alternate timeline.  (The real reason, of course, was that Niven was not
100% consistent in his stories, which is certainly no crime.  I think Poul
Anderson once said that he tries for consistency but never makes it, and
that, in view of evidence (the Bible) even God doesn't make it either.
(Hope I didn't offend anyone; it was meant to be humorous.)

Mark F. Jenkins
Bowling Green State University

------------------------------

Date: 10 Dec 90 21:04:27 GMT
From: dave@fps.com (Dave Smith)
Subject: Re: Niven

MJENKIN@OPIE.BGSU.EDU writes:
>   I have never been able to resolve in my mind the contradictions posed
>by _World of Ptaavs_ and _Protector_.  WoP implies that Earth was
>essentially a food farm, and Kzanol is surprised that foodstocks managed
>to develop intelligence (maybe some tnuctip meddling here?).  Protector
>clearly states that we are Pak breeders (albeit mutated ones) and that we
>came here in a colony spaceship.  Obviously, these can't both be true.
>    I don't like the Pak.  The way that the Ringworld is set up, it's a
>very logical conclusion that it's a Pak artifact (Jiminy, the whole
>contraption is virtually a series of improvisations, and that screams
>Protectors!); at the same time, a lot of the psychological content of
>_Ringworld_ deals with the differences in thought process between the
>herbivorous herdbeast Puppeteers, the carnivorous hunter Kzinti, and the
>humans with their "monkey curiosity."  If humans are Pak breeders, why
>invoke this clearly evolution-based concept?

These can all be beaten into shape, with a little work (there's a story in
Man-Kzin Wars III where they mostly are).

The Thrint/Tnuctpin War was several billion (with a 'B') years in the past.
At that time all sentient species were destroyed.  The Pak evolved came
about relatively recently, say 5 million years ago.  The colony which was
established on Earth was established 3 million years ago (according to
Protector).  The Pak and native Earth life are both descended from food
forms used by the Thrint.  Primates on Earth are mutations from the Pak
breeder form (except, perhaps, for the New World primates?).

Kzanol was discovered before the Pak were known about.  He'd naturally go
on what he knew and what he had gleaned from the minds of the humans around
him.  He knew the planet had had Thrint life forms on it and the humans
knew that they had evolved on this planet, ergo they're evolved from Thrint
life forms left here.  He's wrong, though, because they evolved from Thrint
life forms left on the Pak planet.

The existance of the Pak is a fairly well kept secret from the average
human and the average Kzin.  In fact, if we accept that Earth primates are
mutations from the Pak breeder, "monkey curiousity" is really "breeder
curiousity."

It all fits, it just needs to be beaten on a little to make it fit.

David L. Smith
FPS Computing, San Diego        
ucsd!celit!dave
dave@fps.com

------------------------------

Date: 11 Dec 90 16:01:44 GMT
From: hennebry@plains.nodak.edu (Michael J. Hennebry)
Subject: Re: Niven

MJENKIN@OPIE.BGSU.EDU writes:
>I have never been able to resolve in my mind the contradictions posed by
>_World of Ptaavs_ and _Protector_.  WoP implies that Earth was essentially
>a food farm, and Kzanol is surprised that foodstocks managed to develop
>intelligence (maybe some tnuctip meddling here?).  Protector clearly
>states that we are Pak breeders (albeit mutated ones) and that we came
>here in a colony spaceship.  Obviously, these can't both be true.

According to Brennan, the Pak breeders were homo habilus and killed off the
competition. There was competition to kill off. Intelligence had evolved,
but Kzanol didn't meet any of it.

Mike
hennebry@plains.NoDak.edu

------------------------------

Date: 11 Dec 90 13:21:30 GMT
From: kevin@cs.hw.ac.uk (Kevin Waugh)
Subject: Re: Terry Pratchett's Discworld series

I read a newspaper interview recently which said that "discussion" is
taking place with regard to turning _MORT_ into a film.  Terry suggested
that the biggest problem was to do with Special Effects, specifically after
you've made a seven foot animated skelton where do you draw the line :-)

The interviewer reports that the discworld appeal is almost universal and
cites Terrys claim to have received fan mail from an 8-year old and an
80-year old about the SAME book!

He also claims that a significant portion of his fan mail comes from people
called "Kevin"; and at book-signings he can recognise the Kevins by their
anoraks!

Kevin. (No anorak, but a no less a fan for it!)

------------------------------

Date: 10 Dec 90 15:40:54 GMT
From: lac@titan.tsd.arlut.utexas.edu (Lloyd Chalfant)
Subject: Re: Looking for short story

>   I while back I bought an old copy of Isaac Asimov's Science Fiction
>Magazine.  In it was the first half of a story by Fredrik Pohl (which I
>believe was entitled "Man Plus") about a cyborg which was going to be sent
>to Mars, or at least on some sort of space mission...
>
>   Anyone out there know how I can find the other half?  

Why not read the book (Man Plus)?  I've seen it in most libraries.

Lloyd Chalfant
Applied Research Laboratories
P.O. Box 8029
Austin, Texas 78713-8029

------------------------------
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SF-LOVERS Digest          Wednesday, 12 Dec 1990      Volume 15 : Issue 427

Today's Topics:

	   Television - Lost in Space & Battle of the Planets &
                        Blake's 7 (2 msgs) & Battlestar Galactica &
                        Quantum Leap & Red Dwarf & Max Headroom &
                        Cancelled Television Shows (2 msgs) &
                        Doctor Who (2 msgs) & Alien Nation &
                        Star Trek: The Next Generation (3 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 28 Nov 90 18:13:25 GMT
From: CSVCJLD@nnomed.bitnet (Jimmy Dean)
Subject: Lost in Space

   I recall a Lost in Space episode where an old man had a ship that was
bigger on the inside than the outside.  Was that a guest appearance by the
Doctor Who of the time?

------------------------------

Date: 29 Nov 90 07:32:54 GMT
From: rlwald@phoenix.princeton.edu (Rob Wald)
Subject: Re: Battle of the Planets

cs021095@cs.brown.edu (Scott Swanson) writes:
> Lately, during idle chit-chat, the topic of old tv comes up and EVERYBODY
>> seems to remember Battle of the Planets as a GREAT old cartoon!  Even
>though it seems primitive by today's standards (e.g.  Akira), it was GREAT
>STUFF back then!

Really? I remember it as being childish, mostly plotless, drivel. I was
comparing it to Star Blazers which was on about the same time, and it just
totally fails in comparison. All I remember about it now is that giant
robots invaded every episode.

I have heard that the original Japanese version was much better, but the
American version was terrible. I don't know anybody who liked it.

Sorry.

Rob

------------------------------

Date: 3 Dec 90 20:29:18 GMT
From: C487031@umcvmb.missouri.edu ("Patrick Tebbe")
Subject: Info needed on Blake's 7 literature

I have seen advertisements for several books and magazines related to the
Blake's 7 series, unfortunetly I do not know what is in some of them.
Could someone with knowledge on the subject inform me on these books or on
anything concerning Blake's 7 which is not listed (and their availability
in the US)?

Scipio Attack - unknown author
Blake's 7 - Trevor Hoyle
Blake's 7 Project Avalon - Trevor Hoyle
Blake's 7 Monthly (assumed to be a magazine)

Thanks for any information in advance.

Patrick Tebbe
c487031@umcvmb.missouri.edu

------------------------------

Date: 4 Dec 90 02:07:49 GMT
From: frank@bruce.cs.monash.oz.au (Frank Breen)
Subject: Re: Info needed on Blakes7 literature

C487031@UMCVMB.MISSOURI.EDU ("Patrick Tebbe") writes:
>Blake's 7 - Trevor Hoyle

This one is basically the first few episodes describing how they all get
together.  I read it years ago and thought it was great.

>Blake's 7 Project Avalon - Trevor Hoyle

I read this one too.  It's set after the last episode where Avon was the
only survivor.  I thought it was really stupid.  It involves a plan for
omnipotent universal domination but I can't really tell you much more
without giving it away.  It features Avon, Cervalan and Avon's sister.

I don't know any of the others unfortunately.

Frank Breen
Monash Uni 

------------------------------

Date: 7 Dec 90 18:05:00 GMT
From: salaris@niblick.ecn.purdue.edu (Rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrabbits)
Subject: Battlestar Galactica, The Next Generation

A long time ago, on a terminal far, far away, I remember someone posting
about a possible return of BG for a mini-series to be called Galactica: The
Next Generation or something like that.  It was to deal with the Galactica
gang after they had arrived on Earth or something like that.  No, I don't
mean Galactica: 1980.  If anyone knows anything about this, please e-mail
me at:

salaris@niblick.ecn.purdue.edu

Steven C. Salaris

------------------------------

Date: 8 Dec 90 15:48:00 GMT
From: J_DELANO@unhh.bitnet
Subject: Quantum Leap

   What's the word on Quantum Leap?  Anyone out there have an episode guide
kicking around?

------------------------------

Date: 9 Dec 90 21:05:37 GMT
From: cs631124@umbc5.umbc.edu (cs631124)
Subject: Red Dwarf

   Anyone know anything about season 2 or 3 episodes for _Red Dwarf_?  Do
these episodes really exist, or am I being shammed?

------------------------------

Date: Mon, 10 Dec 90 13:40:18 WET DST
From: "Mr.A.T.Hallford" <bsd040@central1.lancaster.ac.uk>
Subject: Re: Max Headroom

   Just a few queries about one of my favourite S.F. series.  Has the
episode 'Baby Grobags' (U.K. title:'Grobags') about a company which
artificially grows babies ever been shown in the U.S?

Has the original British pilot TV movie ever been shown in the U.S. I've
seen a publicity photo from it in a U.S. magazine with a HBO credit, so I'm
wondering if it has been shown on Home Box Office.

Andrew Hallford
University of Lancaster
Lancashire
England
United Kingdom
bsd040%central1.lancaster.ac.uk.edu

------------------------------

Date: 11 Dec 90 15:35:00 GMT
From: MIRANDA@fordmulc.bitnet
Subject: (none)

One of my favorite shows has been cancelled - War of the Worlds.  Does
anybody know why?  Will the taped episodes be put out on syndication, will
they be released on video, what?  Any info will be appreciated.

Also, does anyone know what happened to Friday the 13th the series? No new
episodes are being shown instead, reruns of the old ones are on.  Again any
info will be appreciated

Thanks

------------------------------

Date: 11 Dec 90 20:11:27 GMT
From: gharlane@cube05 (gharlane)
Subject: "MIRANDA" and "FRIDAY THE 13TH"

MIRANDA@fordmulc.BITNET writes:
> One of my favorite shows have been cancelled - War of the Worlds.  Does
> anybody know why?  Will the taped episodes be put out on syndication,
> will they be released on video, what?  Any info will be appreciated.
>
>  Also, does anyone know what happened to Friday the 13th the series? No
> new episodes are being shown instead, reruns of the old ones are on.
> Again any info will be appreciated
 
   "WAR OF THE WORLDS" was barely tolerable in the first year, since it
occasionally had an SF script.  Budget cuts and management changes in the
second year forced cast-cutting, reduction in standing sets, and even
stupider scripts.  For some reason, it's out of production.  With any luck,
it will remain so.
 
  "FRIDAY THE 13TH: THE SERIES," on the other hand, had quite a few
topnotch episodes, much better than I'd expect from a Canuck production for
American syndication, and I was impressed enough to watch it quite often.
Several of the stories were very well put together, indeed.  I'm
particularly fond of the "Marquis De Sade" and the "ballet choreographer"
episodes.  This was *good* horror writing, and shot on sufficient budget to
bring it off as something besides just another slasher yarn with cheap
special effects.  Of course, much of the series was ploddingly mundane,
too; even with a series format like that, you can't consistently produce
shows worth watching!
  According to a friend in the business, the reason "FRIDAY THE 13TH: THE
SERIES," went out of production is that the ratings weren't high enough to
support the budget requirements.  It was an expensive show, particularly
for syndication, and the ratings never really got up there.  This is due in
no small part to the unfortunate choice of title; many watchers, including
me, avoided it *because* of the title, and a disinclination to watch
anything like the movies of similar title.  I tuned in by accident one
night, to find a circle of "white witches" battling an evil coven to rescue
the soul of an ensorcelled Catholic Priest, and getting help from a local
black street gang with a voodoo background!  It was *FUN* to watch.  Good
guys, bad guys, decent special effects, and a nice redhead.  So I tuned in
next week, and saw the show about the man who'd spent twenty years chasing
the vampire that stole his wife away from him on his honeymoon.
  I immediately started telling everyone I knew to ignore the title and try
watching the show!
 
  From what I hear, it's not only out of production, but *very* likely to
stay that way.  Believe me, I'm sorry about that!

------------------------------

Date: 11 Dec 90 18:20:00 GMT
From: LAZARUS@ksuvm.ksu.edu (Barton Smith)
Subject: Doctor Who

   For the past few years, I've heard rumors that the long-running sci-fi
series Doctor Who was in danger of being cancelled.  This summer, a friend
and fellow fan went to Great Britain, and learned that the BBC has put the
show into a three year hiatus and is taking bids, and rumor has it that the
Fox network was eyeing it.
   Now I've heard the rumor that the fans in Britain are pushing to keep
Fox from buying the rights, and to get the BBC to put it back on the air
and start filming again.  (Either way is fine with me. I'd like to see its
continued production, with Sylvester McCoy and Sophie Aldred as the regular
cast.)  Can anyone tell me how much of this, if any of it, is true?  I'm
sure that someone out there is better informed than I am!
   Also, I remember an issue of SF-Lovers dealing with a Star Trek "bible"
for amateur authors.  Is there such a creature for the Doctor Who universe,
and where could I find one?

Bart Smith

------------------------------

Date: 12 Dec 90 00:15:54 GMT
From: gcrozier@umaxc.weeg.uiowa.edu (Firestar)
Subject: Re: Doctor Who

LAZARUS@KSUVM.KSU.EDU (Barton Smith) writes: 
>   For the past few years, I've heard rumors that the long-running sci-fi
>series Doctor Who was in danger of being cancelled.  This summer, a friend
>and fellow fan went to Great Britain, and learned that the BBC has put the
>show into a three year hiatus and is taking bids, and rumor has it that
>the Fox network was eyeing it.
>
>   Now I've heard the rumor that the fans in Britain are pushing to keep
>Fox from buying the rights, and to get the BBC to put it back on the air
>and start filming again.  (Either way is fine with me. I'd like to see
>it's continued production, with Sylvester McCoy and Sophie Aldred as the
>regular cast.)  Can anyone tell me how much of this, if any of it, is
>true?  I'm sure that someone out there is better informed than I am!

After the 26th season (in 1989), the BBC put Doctor Who on "Hiatus".  They
then put it out for bid.  What's happening is that many of the BBC shows
are being farmed out to independent production companies, and the Beeb was
planning on doing the same with Doctor Who.  Now, a year and a half later,
no word has yet to come out of the Beeb concerning the show's future.  The
Beeb has promised many deadlines for a decision (the last a few weeks ago),
but all have passed sans any news.  As of two weeks ago, neither Sylvester
nor Sophie had heard anything from the BBC about the future of the show.

The above are the facts (not rumours) as they stand today.  Rumours are
flying wildly, all of them untrue.  The hiatus length of 3 years is untrue
(though it may well be that long the way things are going).  Fox never
entered a bid for the show.  The main concern is that the Beeb is trying to
quietly cancel the show by continuously pushing off any announcements.
They are quite aware of the onslaught of mail they would recieve should
they outright cancel the show.  What no one outside the Beeb hierarchy can
understand is why they would even put on hiatus a show that costs 1.5
million pounds/year to make, but generates over 5 million pounds/year in
revenue.

Mike

------------------------------

Date: 11 Dec 90 20:50:49 GMT
From: rb06@bunny.gte.com (Ruth Bolton)
Subject: Alien Nation News Update

News update on the Save Alien Nation Campaign

Fox Broadcasting has cancelled Alien Nation.  However, Fox Studios (a
separate entity) is considering picking up production.  Send your letters
to:

Jonathan Dolgen
20th Century Fox
Executive Building # 115
P. O. Box 900
Beverly Hills, CA 910213

Do NOT put Alien Nation on the envelope.

Pocketbooks will start publishing novelizations of some of the episodes
late next year.  Write to express your interest.  Also, if you are
interested in new stories, write to them.  I don't know the address to
write, but you can find it on the jacket of any Pocketbooks paperback.

Sharon Delaney is preparing an ALIEN NATION COMPENDIUM.  It will cover
topics such as: customs, life since landing on Earth, legends, biology,
games, food, life on the ship, physiology, ceremonies, philosophy, Earth in
1995, biographies of all the characters and actors and a 600 word
Tectonese/English dictionary.  A flyer for information about the compendium
(due in March 1991) can be received by sending a self-addressed, stamped
envelope to Sharon at 437 East Cedar Avenue, # 201, Burbank, CA 91501.

Alien Nation fans are organizing a nation-wide petition asking FOX to make
the two tv movie scripts that Barry Diller rejected.  (Did you know that
Barry Diller is the man who cancelled Star Trek?)  The word is that Barry
Diller thought that AN had no audience hence, a petition is needed to
document a NATIONAL viewing audience.  Do NOT attempt to send petitions
directly to FOX.  Fans are attempting to coordinate their petitions and
send them in to FOX in a gigantic package.  Over 400 science fiction fan
clubs have been contacted as part of this effort.  Within 4-5 days, we had
about 500 signatures, but we need signatures from all states to provide
evidence of a national viewing audience, so we will still be collecting
signatures into the new year.  We would especially like to hear from you if
you live in the mid-west.

Contact the following address if you'd like to sign a petition, or if you
think you can collect some signatures, or would like to help in some way.

Massachusetts Supporters of Alien Nation
Ms. Ursula Boyle
15 Forest Street, #148
Medford, MA 02155

There are other groups supporting the petition, so if in doubt about
whether you've signed, sign more than one petition.  At the end, someone
will go through and eliminate duplicate signatures, and tabulate the
signatures by geographic region etc.  (Yes, we're incredibly organized,
even computerized!)

Helpers Network has copies of the petition.  So does Sharon Delaney.

Easy/quick questions can be posted to me.  Long complicated questions,
contact Ursula.

------------------------------

Date: 5 Dec 90 19:42:24 GMT
From: GGGALA%WMVM1@vtvm2.cc.vt.edu (Petiron)
Subject: Wesley Crusher - ST:TNG

rdyreng@logdis1.oo.aflc.af.mil (Russell I. Dyreng) writes:
>What about K'Ehleyr, Lt.  Worf's former half human-half Klingon
>lover/mate.  Wasn't she great?  She was highly intelligent and very
>practical.  I liked her far-sighted views of how outmoded some of the
>Klingon rituals and beliefs are.  I was very disappointed to see her die.
>She was one character that I would have liked to see return in future
>episodes, or even better, to see her become a regular member of the cast.
>
>Well, Wesley's gone off to the Academy.  I can't honestly say that I will
>miss him and his off-the-wall science experiments.  I must admit that his
>character has developed for the better since the early days of ST:TNG, but
>as far as I'm concerned Star Fleet Academy can keep him.  I only hope that
>there aren't too many episodes next season where Wesley comes home for
>Christmas, spring break or summer vacation.

I can't really agree more with the analysis of K'Ehleyr, but I have to
disagree with you about Wesley.  He has grown up quite a bit on the show.
It is also possible that the arguments that you are placing on his
character as a reason for keeping him off are exactly what the writers want
you to feel.  If you think about it, how many outsiders in the show, ex:
people not on the Enterprise and in close contact with Wes, like him?  Very
few.  Most of them refer to him as the child, and why is the child a bridge
officer? etc.  I have a feeling that the writers have achieved their goal
in Wesley, as not many people do like him.

------------------------------

Date: 5 Dec 90 21:45:00 GMT
From: ACONN@ruby.tufts.edu
Subject: Re: SF-LOVERS Digest   V15 #417

While it is extremely true that dear beloved Wesley annoyed the heck out of
everyone with his prepubescent goody-goody attitude, I think that the last
episode showed what promise he had as a character.  One thing that has
particularly annoyed me this season is that Wesley is always there to save
the day (even when he makes the day piss-poor by zapping Mom into the
bubble, think he was grounded anyone?).  Does anyone seriously think that a
non-Academy educated Ensign would be given so much a run of the ship as the
little tick-turd has had?  And how did he suddently get **so** damned
smart?  It's like the weasley Wesley went into the HoloDeck (tm) with his
old brain, and walked out of the program with his new one, all shiny and
polished.  Next thing you know, Wesley will come back from Starfleet
speaking twenty eight languages spewing off quotations from Billy
Wigglestick (I goofed, that's Jean-Luc's role) and beating Data at silly
calculus games.

Adam Conn
Tufts University
aconn@pearl.tufts.edu

------------------------------

Date: 5 Dec 90 23:32:18 GMT
From: GGGALA%WMVM1@vtvm2.cc.vt.edu (Petiron)
Subject: ST:TNG and vulcans

scott@nagel.gatech.edu (Scott Coulter) writes:
>Roddenberry has stated that there won't be any Vulcans as major characters
>in TNG.

Is there any reason why?

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
***********************
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                     Pratchett & Alternate Lifestyles in SF

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 13 Dec 90 09:54:57 GMT
From: ZHAP032@vax.rhbnc.ac.uk
Subject: RE: SF-LOVERS Digest V15 #425

Lydia Leong asks about new Dirk Gently books.

Douglas Adams is not writing any more Dirk Gently at the moment, after "The
Long Dark Tea Time of the Soul", that is. He's turned to humourous
children's stories (largely because there is more money is it). I think
it's a shame because I enjoyed the Gently books more than the HitchHiker.
His humour seemed more mature to me.

Oliver Grueter
zhap032@uk.ac.rhbnc.vax

------------------------------

Date: 12 Dec 90 18:37:49 GMT
From: SPAMFB@harvarda.bitnet (Bryan Cholfin)
Subject: Shannara

In the literary world, the word for what Terry Brooks did to JRR Tolkien in
the creation of the SWORD OF SHANNARA is 'plagiarism.' Even worse than the
fact that many readers realize consciously that it is such, and are not
offended, is the fact that Brooks and his book were a deliberate creation
of his publisher, who sensed that people wanted to read LOTR over again,
and so they supplied this lame ripoff to make a quick buck.  This single
incidence of marketing astuteness is very largely responsible for the
current glut of bad quest trilogies (general rule: if it has a map, don't
buy it), to the extent that it has even spilled over into the sf side of
things, so _everyone_ is working on a series or trilogy. Yuchh.  It could
be worse. It could have been Stephen Donaldson.

Bryan Cholfin
Broken Mirrors Press

------------------------------

Date: 12 Dec 90 19:45:53 GMT
From: austern@ux5.lbl.gov (Matt Austern)
Subject: Re: In defense of Shannanara

sk2f+@andrew (Seth D. Kadesh) writes:
>Fact: The Sword of Shannara is a blatant copy of Tolkien.  Anyone who has
>read both will immediately notice similarities.
>
>I happen to think that The Sword of Shannara is a well written story. 

The trouble with Brooks isn't that he copied Tolkien; it's that he copied
the wrong part.  Brooks merely duplicated the plot of The Lord of the
Rings, while leaving out all of the depth and the sense of history that
made The Lord of the Rings worth reading.

Matthew Austern
(415) 644-2618    
austern@lbl.bitnet
austern@ux5.lbl.gov
austern@lbl.gov

------------------------------

Date: 12 Dec 90 13:02:47 GMT
From: ricks@ncrcae.columbia.ncr.com (Rick Silverstein)
Subject: Re: In defense of Shannanara

I am currently reading "Sword of Shannara" (100 pages left) and have
already bought the next two in the series.  I am finding this book hard to
put down.  I only got into the Fantasy books a few years ago and have not
read LOTR so I can't compare the series.  I got hooked on Terry Brooks when
a friend gave me "Magic Kingdom of Landover, For Sale/Sold", the first of a
trilogy he wrote after "Shannara".  I immediately fell in love with his
writing and have since read the whole series ("The Black Unicorn" and
"Wizard at Large"), both as good as the first.

Rick

------------------------------

Date: 12 Dec 90 08:41:39 GMT
From: otto@vaxb.acs.unt.edu (Mark Otto)
Subject: Re: Hot Sleep (was Orson Scott Card's New Book)

marshall@wind55.seri.gov (Marshall L. Buhl) writes:
>jdnicoll@watyew.uwaterloo.ca (Brian or James) writes:
>>I have never understood why the upper classes in 'Hot Sleep' and
>>'Capitol' set such a high value on access to hibernation. I mean, yes,
>>you can see a thousand years of history during your three score
>>experienced years, *but* you only see the years you're awake for.
>
> I find your statement interesting.  I would think that most SF readers
> would have a strong curiosity about how the world of the future will turn
> out.  I know I do.
> 
> What will computers be like in 100 years?  1000?  Will there be FTL
> travel?  Will the Greenhouse effect ruin the earth?
> 
> What predictions will turn out to be true?  I'd LOVE to know the answers
> to these questions.  Wouldn't you?

[more along the same lines of thought deleted]
 
> Sort of amplified Future Shock.  The world is changing so fast now, many
> people are having a hard time trying to adapt.  Maybe one would just quit
> trying.  ;-)

I haven't read any of the books, but I did read a few of the stories that
are in _Capitol_ when they were published in SF magazines way back when.
Card did not address these issues *at all* in the stories.  He portrayed a
society that was very static.  I suppose that's the only kind of society
where 'somec' would be practical.

I read another story (don't remember title or author, sorry) about a man
who tried to hibernate a 1000 years to see what the future would be like,
but society wouldn't let him.  He was constantly interrupted every few
months, mostly the Government's doing, as he wasn't legally 'dead.'

Mark Otto
otto@vaxb.acs.unt.edu

------------------------------

Date: 12 Dec 90 22:24:45 GMT
From: wdstarr@athena.mit.edu (William December Starr)
Subject: Re: Xenocide (?)

xanthian@zorch.SF-Bay.ORG (Kent Paul Dolan) said:
>> The sequel to Speaker for the Dead is called _Xenocide_
> 
> Oh, please tell me somebody isn't murdering innocent trees for
> a sequel to that structureless drivel.

Yow!  Thank all the gods of hairy darkness - there _is_ somebody out there
besides me who doesn't worship the ground that Orson Scott Card aimlessly
wanders across!

As near as I could ever tell, _Speaker For the Dead_ was a slow, dull novel
with three messages:

(1) People are generally stupid.

(2) Strong religious beliefs generally make them even more stupid.

(3) The Prime Directive sucks.

Since I already knew all those things, reading _Speaker_ was pretty much a
waste of time for me.  How the hell did it ever win a Hugo, anyway?

William December Starr
wdstarr@athena.mit.edu

------------------------------

Date: 12 Dec 90 22:00:35 GMT
From: jmf@abacus.uucp (Joan Frankel)
Subject: Re: Cyteen

I theorized that Grant is a secret-experiment clone of AriI by AriI;

carole@rosevax.Rosemount.COM (Carole Ashmore) writes:
>No way.  Early in the book, at a family dinner party, Ari1 is musing on
>how she created Grant (the name you were fishing for) and states that she
>created him from a male mathematician or physicist, keeping the smarts and
>greatly enhancing the esthetics.

I still like my theory.  Remember that Grant was given for no clearly
stated reason (that I can recall, anyway) to Jordan to raise along with his
own clone/son, Justin.

I remember reading, in at least one place, some character remarking on how
much Grant reminded him of someone "he just couldn't place"; the
conversation may even have been at that dinner party you mention.

I will trust as "fact" in this type of a book anything that the "impartial
narrator" (Cherryh) tells us or shows us directly.  I will be likely to
accept as "trustworthy hearsay" anything that an honorable and, for all his
increasing age and bitter life, open and naive character such as Justin
tells other characters.  Even though I am rooting for them, I would be
somewhat wary of what Grant and very wary of what Jordan tell other
characters; Grant is capable of guile to protect Justin, Jordan has been a
high-ranking member of Resuene for most of his life, and is a past master
at subterfuge.

As AriII becomes older she becomes more and more wily; her utterances to
various courts and uncles aren't intended to fool the reader, just the
courts or the uncles.  We aren't in on what she is planning all of the
time, so her actions are intended to surprise us.

AriI was completely untrustworthy; her dinner-table musings were probably
intended to throw the dinner-table questioner and the reader off-track.

------------------------------

Date: 12 Dec 90 20:51:59 GMT
From: 2wsa079@gc.bitnet (Drivel Lord)
Subject: Eddings.

I just recently joined this list, but would like to make some comments
concerning David Eddings.  I'm sure that the subject has come up before,
but still, I'd like to throw in my "two cents worth."  First, I think his
entire first series of books (the "Belgariad") was excellent.  I found each
book to be somewhat unpredictable, yet the action flowed from one scene to
the next in logical order.  The series started out a bit slow, but once it
got going, there was no stop to the adventure or excitement.  And each book
built on, and improved upon, the last.  All in all, I'd say a very solid
and readable set of books.

Now, I come to Eddings' second (sequel) series to the "Belgariad".  I
personally think that he should have let Belgarion live the rest of his
life in peace.  The series is still somewhat exciting and adventurous.
However, the storyline seems to drag in places.  Also, though it was kind
of nice to see the old characters once again, I don't know if I wanted to
visit them again for five books.  MAYBE a trilogy would have been nice.

Finally, on Eddings' first book in his newest third series, "The Diamond
Throne," it was like picking up a re-write of the "Belgariad" or the
Mallorian.  Sure, there were different characters in his newest book, but
most of the characters remind me so strongly of the characters in the
"Belgariad" series, that it detracts from his attempt to start a new
plot/storyline/series.

Just a few of my opinions here.  I realize that as a critical writing, this
message would perhaps not rate highly; nonetheless, I felt that I should
attempt participating.

Paul Hancock
2WSA079@GC.BITNET

------------------------------

Date: 13 Dec 90 12:08:04 GMT
From: AGAPOW@wehi.dn.mu.oz (P M)
Subject: WORLDS of entertainment?

Review :

Joe Haldeman : Worlds Apart

Not exactly new, but I read "Worlds" several years ago and finally got
around to reading WA upon hearing that Haldeman was working on the next
sequel "Worlds Apart And Time".

Plot : After the devastation of Earth in "Worlds", the orbital city of New
New York is crowded with refugees from other orbital colonies and is
petrified of contamination from Earth. Marianne O'Hara, our intelligent
assertive heroine who bonks a lot (get the picture?), is ascending the
scales of power in New New. Meanwhile her ex-lover Jeff is trapped on an
Earth where everyone over the age of 20 dies, due to a killer plague. He
himself is spared by virtue of a congenital growth disorder. The book
follows, on a year by year basis, O'Hara's struggle with her desires to be
reunited with Jeff, and the building of a starship that will carry the
first of the orbitals to a new life, while Jeff battles below to survive
and prevail in a world gone mad.

My reaction to "Worlds" when i read it was basically indifference. It
shared a lot of the faults of Sterling's "Islands In the Net" (IMHO) being:

  A supposedly strong independent female hero who actually never does
  anything, just lets events carry her along.

  A lack of depth to the characters, who just simply don't seem real. No
  woman i've ever spoken to who read "Worlds" or "Islands In the Net" ever
  found the female characters convincing. A comment that is raised often is
  "You can tell it was written by a man".

  A very limpid thin writing style. This is startling for Haldeman who has
  produced such stirring work in "All My Sins Remembered" and "Forever
  War".

Well, in short WA suffers from much the same problems only to a lesser
degree.  O'Hara is definitely more active this time around, if not just a
little aimless.  The story is still a bit thin (but then again, I am the
man who described "RingWorld" as "Louie Wu and a few mates go to RingWorld,
do a few interesting things, and then leave."). In particular Jeff's story
seems just a progression of the same thing : horror, death, fight, horror
etc.

For all that, Haldeman makes a few unobvious plot choices, and the writing,
while still thin, is very easy to digest. Basically WA goes down easy and
an hour later leaves absolutely no impression at all.

Mostly harmless on the Sid and Nancy scale.

Paul-Michael Agapow
Walter and Eliza Hall Institute for Medical Research.
agapow@wehi.dn.mu.oz
uunet!munnari!wehia.dn.mu.oz!agapow
agapow%wehia.dn.mu.oz@uunet.uu.net

------------------------------

Date: 13 Dec 90 02:58:25 GMT
From: mss2@quads.uchicago.edu (Michael S. Schiffer)
Subject: Re: Silverlock

huff@silver.lcs.mit.edu (Robert Huff) writes:

>>Who was that girl that follows him around for a while near Sherwood
>>Forest?  
>>That whole part with the marriage and rose petals ?
>
>1) I don't know for sure about the girl who follow him about Sherwood,
>maybe something Shakespearean? (I know "Broceliande" is.)

Rosalette is Rosalind from _As You Like It_.

>I'm not sure about the marriage/rose petals, but "Lusius Gil Jones" I
>believe to be Herny Fielding's Tom Jones.

Perhaps in part (as Golias is both Taliesin and Orpheus, among others), but
the metamorphosis into an ass and back is from _The Golden Ass_, written
during the early Roman Empire by, I believe, Apuleius.  Been a good four
years since I even looked TGA, though.

Michael S. Schiffer, LHN
mschiffer@aal.itd.umich.edu
Mike_Schiffer@ub.cc.umich.edu
mss2@midway.uchicago.edu

------------------------------

Date: 13 Dec 90 02:42:04 GMT
From: mss2@quads.uchicago.edu (Michael S. Schiffer)
Subject: Re: Ringworld

>I have never been able to resolve in my mind the contradictions posed by
>_World of Ptaavs_ and _Protector_.  WoP implies that Earth was essentially
>a food farm, and Kzanol is surprised that foodstocks managed to develop
>intelligence (maybe some tnuctip meddling here?).  Protector clearly
>states that we are Pak breeders (albeit mutated ones) and that we came
>here in a colony spaceship.  Obviously, these can't both be true.

Actually, these two statements can be made consistent, if you consider that
virtually _all_ life in the Milky Way is descended from Thrintun food
yeast.  Now it must be recalled that the end of the Slaver Empire and the
development of humans from food yeast were both merely hypotheses of either
Kzanol or Kzanol-Greenberg (I'm not certain which.)  Kzanol wasn't real
bright, and Kzanol-Greenberg, while quite intelligent, had a lot of things
on his mind.  Be that as it may, assuming that the Thrint- Tnuctip war took
place as surmised, then the last few Thrintun built a Big Amplifier and
made everything in the galaxy with a notochord commit suicide.  (Remember,
the slaver power works on nonsentients, as seen in "The Handicapped".)
Now, fast forward a billion years or so.  In that time, we may presume that
most of the known species of life in the galaxy evolved from the same basic
stock.  Note that Kzinti derive nutrition from human flesh (or at least
think they do).  I don't remember whether a puppeteer ever ate vegetables
from the Terran biosphere or not.  But in any case, we may assume that the
Pak, since their biochemistry was extremely compatible with the
yeast-descended Terran plants and animals, derived from the same ancestry.

However, there are also quite a number of species of clearly independent
origin: Outsiders, Martians, the various Helium II amoebas seen on really
cold worlds.  The Grogs predate everyone, of course, as do the
bandersnatchi.  I don't know if the kdatlyno or the trinocs were described
enough to know.  Although I think the trinocs may have been methane
breathers, which counts against them.

Michael S. Schiffer, LHN
mschiffer@aal.itd.umich.edu
Mike_Schiffer@ub.cc.umich.edu
mss2@midway.uchicago.edu

------------------------------

Date: 13 Dec 90 09:54:57 GMT
From: ZHAP032@vax.rhbnc.ac.uk
Subject: RE: SF-LOVERS Digest V15 #425

Lydia Leong asks about new Discworld books.

The ninth Discworld "Moving Pictures" has just been published in the United
Kingdom (hardback). The people of Holy Wood have discovered the magic of
Cintop and the Imps have to paint *really* fast. There is (as yet
unconfirmed) rumour Pratchett is working on number 10, once again returning
to the realm of poor old DEATH, who is set to retire - again.

T.P. is also preparing a comnpletly new but no less hilarious series of
books.  This time, it's a Science Fiction set-up. He's currently sorting
out the hard science needed, but has the first five volumes drafted
already.

Oliver Grueter
zhap032@uk.ac.rhbnc.vax

------------------------------

Date: 11 Dec 90 18:50:49 GMT
From: ecl@cbnewsj.att.com (Evelyn C. Leeper)
Subject: G/L Science Fiction Bibliography

The December 1990 issue of LOCUS lists a second edition of Eric Garber and
Lynn Paleo's URANIAN WORLDS (G. K. Hall, 70 Lincoln St., Boston MA 02111,
ISBN 0-8161-1832-9, 286pp, hc), "a revised and updated edition of an
annotated bibliography of alternative sexuality in sf, fantasy, and
horror."  The first edition was published in 1980.

Evelyn C. Leeper
+1 908-957-2070
att!mtgzy!ecl
ecl@mtgzy.att.com

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	      Books - Donaldson (8 msgs) & Rasmussen & Rawn &
                      Saberhagen & Smeds & Turner & Request Answer

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 11 Dec 90 18:58:28 GMT
From: jpollock@eagle.wesleyan.edu
Subject: Re: Thomas Covenant

>   I have a _LOT_ of trouble believing in Donaldson's characters - I just
>want to shake them and say _Get_some_spine!!!!!!!_ I just can't believe
>that those heroes/heroines have so little self-esteem. It occurs in
>_Mirror_of_ Her_Dreams_ and _A_Man_Walks_Through_(?) (Not exactly sure of
>title wording - the books are at home and I am at work) as well as
>_The_Land_ series.  Actually, I like the rest of Donaldson's style. I just
>wish his main protaganists were not such wishy-washy wimps.

I think your problem is that you need to read the first 2 chapters of "Lord
Foul's Bane" a little closer.  It explains why Covenant has such a deep
fear of people and of power.  As for him being spineless, it's completely
untrue.  He has an instinct for self-preservation that his disease has
taught him, but once he decides to accept the Land, he makes ENORMOUS
sacrifices to help.  When he stood up to Foul, how could you call that
wishy-washy?  He is very hardened to life, and never backs down from
anything that he BELIEVES in.  That's not spinelessness.  It's necessity.
Linden Avery IS spineless.  There I would agree with you.

Jpollock@eagle.wesleyan.edu

------------------------------

Date: 11 Dec 90 19:06:40 GMT
From: jpollock@eagle.wesleyan.edu
Subject: Thomas Covenant and Unbelief

In "Gilden-Fire", Donaldson said he had to cut the journey to Seareach from
The "Illearth War" because it stepped too far away from Covenant.  But in
"The Power that Preserves", there is an entire section in Mhoram's
narrative.  Mhoram has no connection to the real world, so why was that
part allowed to stay?

Jpollock@eagle.wesleyan.edu

------------------------------

Date: 11 Dec 90 19:33:41 GMT
From: jtt94@swat.swarthmore.edu (jere7my tho?rpe)
Subject: ur-Lord

   If you've stopped reading the Covenant series because you think they're
too depressing and disjointed, continue at least until you've read "Pariah"
and ""Lord Mhoram's Victory"" in "The Power that Preserves".  Anyone who
doesn't have at least a lump in their throat after reading them is a harder
man/woman than I.  The first is depressing, but it illustrates Foul's hold
on Covenant so bitingly, and it brings his relationship with Lena full
circle.  And the second is just so uplifting, I had to stop for breath
after reading it.  I'm still reading. Any new thoughts will probably be
added later.

P.S.  DON'T just go and read those two chapters, be sure to read everything
prior, or you'll miss the point ENTIRELY.

------------------------------

Date: 11 Dec 90 23:38:33 GMT
From: iho@cac.washington.edu (Il Oh)
Subject: Re: Thomas Covenant and Unbelief

jpollock@eagle.wesleyan.edu writes:
>In "Gilden-Fire", Donaldson said he had to cut the journey to Seareach
>from The "Illearth War" because it stepped too far away from Covenant.
>But in "The Power that Preserves", there is an entire section in Mhoram's
>narrative.  Mhoram has no connection to the real world, so why was that
>part allowed to stay?

I think, at this point, Covenant isn't so firm in his unbelief.  In fact,
he doesn't know whether he believes or not .  Why shouldn't we be allowed
to benefit from the failure of his unbelief for the benefit of the story?
:)

Besides, as the story went, it really couldn't have been told any other
way.

Il Hwan Oh
University of Washington
Tacoma
iho@cac.washington.edu

------------------------------

Date: 12 Dec 90 04:19:41 GMT
From: jtt94@swat.swarthmore.edu
Subject: More TC

   No, it wasn't my first time reading Power that Preserves.  It was,
however, the first time I noticed some things:
   Gobs and gobs of Christ-imagery in the last few chapters (TC going back
to the "real" world on Easter; the Creator calling him his "unwilling son;"
his triumph over Foul by saying he wouldn't kill him, even when the
ex-lords wanted him to ("Forgive them, for they know not what they do.");
him "dying" before he returned to his world, and being given life by the
Creator; Mhoram saying [par] "Berek has returned in the form of Covenant -
will not Covenant return someday?"; Covenant saying it was like he was
crucified when he was tied to the hospital bed (one wrist tied to each
rail); etc.)
   Covenant both believed AND disbelieved in the Land.  This was the only
way for him to save himself and fulfill his promise.  This is also what
causes Foul to falter confusedly.
   Covenant smiled (really smiled, not grimaced) for the first time in the
series on the last page of the book.  ("He smiled because he was alive.")

   Man oh man, this is an AMAZING series.  This might be my third time
through it.  The trouble is, I have to read The Wounded Land slowly,
because my copy of The One Tree is gone by the wayside, and I've asked for
it for Xmas.  So, I have to make TWL last another 14 days or so.  Grrrr.
   It does seem pretty amazing that people who have read Covenant seem to
either hate it or love it.  This tends to show that it's a strong series.

------------------------------

Date: 12 Dec 90 15:03:00 GMT
From: SAUNDRSG@qucdn.queensu.ca (Graydon)
Subject: Donaldson's covenant books

'unsympathetic protagonist'?

I did read the first three books, can't remember much of them (which means
that the file server really hated it), and would far rather put it that
Covenant was a *loathsome* protagonist, and that Donaldson is warped enough
to want to write a very long set of books about someone loathsome.

Does TC have a resemblance to his thesis supervisor or something?

I'm afraid I tend to insist that the protagonist not be self pitying *and*
despairing before I will enjoy the book. :]

saundrsg@qucdn.queensu.ca
saundrsg@qucdn.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 12 Dec 90 21:39:38 GMT
From: iho@cac.washington.edu (Il Oh)
Subject: Re: Donaldson's covenant books

SAUNDRSG@QUCDN.QUEENSU.CA writes:
[re: _The Chronicles of Thomas Covenant the Unbeliever_]
>I did read the first three books, can't remember much of them (which means
>that the file server really hated it), and would far rather put it that
>Covenant was a *loathsome* protagonist, and that Donaldson is warped
>enough to want to write a very long set of books about someone loathsome.

You obviously have less than a sympathetic heart if you were unable to find
any emotion other than loathing for Thomas Covenant.  As the story unfolds,
it becomes clear that his character and attitudes were a result of the
conditioning he received at the leprosarium, as well as the treatment of
the other (unsympathetic) humans in the "real" world.  He was brought to
that condition by an act of fate and the cruelty of his neighbors.  A part
of the story is about his overcoming that conditioning and learning to care
for something despite.  Of course, this is only a part of the story.  The
full story is much more complex than that.

>Does TC have a resemblance to his thesis supervisor or something?

I think it's obvious from the "About the Author" section that TC is modeled
after some real-life lepers.  Additionally, I suspect that most, if not
all, of Covenant's anecdotes from the leprosarium are true.

>I'm afraid I tend to insist that the protagonist not be self pitying *and*
>despairing before I will enjoy the book. :]

Despairing, I'll agree with, though I think I (and probably anyone else),
too, would despair in his place.  However, self-pitying is not an accurate
description of Covenant at all.  In fact, I think he said that if he (or
any other leper) ever started feeling sorry for himself, he was as good
as dead.

Il Hwan Oh
University of Washington
Tacoma
iho@cac.washington.edu

------------------------------

Date: 13 Dec 90 00:36:35 GMT
From: GGGALA%WMVM1@vtvm2.cc.vt.edu (Petiron)
Subject: Thomas Covenant - Stephen Donaldson

jtt94@swat.swarthmore.edu writes:
>Charles Cohen wrote something about the Land being Covenant's imagination.
>This could be possible, but it seems unlikely due to a few bits we can't
>ignore namely, the shift in point of view to Mhoram, Hile Troy, Triock,
>Linden, etc.  Now, these could all be POV's created by Tom's dreaming
>mind, except in the beginning of Power that Preserves, Mhoram is sitting
>around in Revelstone WHILE COVENANT IS AWAKE AND WELL IN HIS OWN WORLD.
>(Well, not well, exactly, but...)  He was saving that girl from the snake,
>remember?  So, unless the story wasn't told in order, it seems that having
>Mhoram acting in the Land independent of Covenant is an indicator that the
>Land is real.

Well, this could also be argued that Covenant knows nothing about the
conversation that Mhoram is having in the Land, so the Land could still be
very fantasy for Covenant.  It really doesn't make any difference how the
reader sees the Land because the reader is not there, and Covenant is.

------------------------------

Date: 12 Dec 90 23:50:22 GMT
From: branwen@anthony.ras.amdahl.com (Karen Williams)
Subject: Recommendation of Alis Rasmussen's books

   I heartily recommend the following books, all by Alis Rasmussen, a new
author I recently discovered.

   THE LABYRINTH GATE

    This fantasy novel mixes the eighteenth century, Tarot cards, Mayan
excavations, and wild/High magic into an alternate world in which class
discrimination exists but not gender discrimination.  A couple is given an
odd Tarot-style deck of cards as a wedding gift, and is sent to an
alternate world in which they and the people they meet engage in political
intrigue and high magic. The book has an engaging plot which avoids almost
every fantasy cliche, but more importantly the characters are very well
drawn. Only one of the major characters is at all archetypal, and in all
other cases Rasmussen avoids characters which are all good or all evil. The
novel is richer for this, and I think anyone who is tired of Yet Another
Celtic or D&D-style fantasy will love this book.

   THE HIGHROAD TRILOGY

    A high adventure space romp in which a woman leaves a sheltered life on
a mining planet, becomes an important force in a civil war, and becomes
captain of her own ship and her own fate. Once again the characters are
unique and interesting, and the plot fast-paced and exciting. I literally
couldn't put this one down. Rasmussen has created a fascinating society of
aliens (is Hawk's hair really blue?), humans (will the Ridani ever find
their promised green hills of home?), robots (Bach, like nothing you've
ever seen), and people you won't forget soon.

Karen Williams
branwen@ras.amdahl.com

------------------------------

Date: 13 Dec 90 02:33:14 GMT
From: simmons@cs.odu.edu (Gregory S. Simmons)
Subject: Stronghold  <- New book by Melanie Rawn: "Question"

Okay, I'm determined to ask this question without planting a major spoiler
so here goes.

Specifically I would like to "chat" by e-mail with persons who have read
this book.  I am concerned.  If you've read the book, then you are aware of
the rather significant event that took place of the 2 (or 3rd, I forget)
page from the end.  However, in reading this book there appears to be no
explanation for the "event" (i.e. no outward visible sign of its cause).
Are we to assume that the cause was an internal cause, or was there a clue
I am missing as to an outward cause?  The cause seems to mirror the
similiar event that took place to the close relative in the beginning of
the book.  Any thought?

I realize that this is rather cryptic, but those who have read the book
will probably understand (I hope).

Greg Simmons
simmons@xanth.cs.odu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 12 Dec 90 16:35:40 GMT
From: IPWP400@indycms.iupui.edu (Phil Paxton)
Subject: Saberhagen / "Pilgrim"

Does anyone know if there are but the two adventures for the time-
travelling Pilgrim? Does Saberhagen intend to write more?

Phil Paxton
IUPUI Computing Services
IBM Systems Group
(317) 274-0836

------------------------------

Date: 13 Dec 90 06:08:35 GMT
From: microsoft!ericsa@beaver.cs.washington.edu (Eric Sassaman)
Subject: Dave Smeds: _The Sorcery Within_ -- comments? Sequel?

Dave Smeds: _The Sorcery Within_

This was given a 4+ (out of 5) by OtherRealms. I've heard that there is a
sequel. Has anyone read it? How would you rate each one?

Eric Sassaman

------------------------------

Date: 12 Dec 90 14:00:59 GMT
From: ecl@cbnewsj.att.com (Evelyn C. Leeper)
Subject: PURSUIT OF MIRACLES by George Turner

		  A PURSUIT OF MIRACLES by George Turner
		 Aphelion, 1990, ISBN 1-875346-00-7
		     A book review by Evelyn C. Leeper

   Question: What country has as many English speakers as Canada, has
hosted two World Science Fiction Conventions, has produced one of the
definitive reference works on science fiction, and *still* gets forgotten
when people talk about science fiction authors?  Answer: Australia.  So as
you might expect, George Turner, an Australian science fiction author, is
virtually unknown in the United States.  If this collection of eight
stories, published by a small press in Adelaide, is any indication, someone
should do something about this.

   The title story, "A Pursuit of Miracles," is set in a future mixing two
classic science fiction ideas: "non-legals" (artificial humans) and
telempathy.  This is probably the best-known story as well, as it was
commissioned by Terry Carr for one of the UNIVERSE anthologies.  "Not in
Front of the Children" looks at the old adage that "death [and age] is the
only obscenity" through a science fictional approach by postulating a
future society in which this is true.  "Feedback" is a marvelous exercise
in solipsism, as covoluted as any labyrinth.  "Shut the Door When You Go
Out" is sort of Thomas Wolfe ("You can never go home again") meets Gaia,
but a bit short and insubstantial.  (Turner says it was done in a single
night.  As someone else told him, it reads like it, but there's a place in
the world for pieces like this as well.)

   "On the Nursery Floor" looks at supermen.  The influence of such works
as Olaf Stapledon's ODD JOHN and Philip Wylie's GLADIATOR seems obvious,
and though Turner's story is well-written, it doesn't add anything new to
this genre.

   "In a Petri Dish Upstairs" is a typical space station rebellion story,
but also a carefully drawn picture of the sort of insulated (and insular)
society that could develop in an orbital colony.  I find it interesting to
speculate on how much Australia's own history, isolated from much of the
rest of the world for so long, was drawn upon for this story.  Certainly
part of what makes Turner's stories attractive is their different
perspective.

   "Generation Gap" (as Turner says) has been workshopped by two different
groups who couldn't agree on what it was or what to do with it.  I agree
with them - there may be some valid observations on art and artists here,
but they're buried.

   "The Fittest" is the "germ story" of Turner's novel THE SEA AND SUMMER,
though he claims the novel is not nearly as depressing as the book.
(Undoubtedly the novel is also published only in Australia, so I can't
say.)  It is technically the most ambitious of the stories in this volume,
with multiple points of view, and Turner handles them well.  It is also, I
think, uniquely Australian in its treatment of evolution, isolation, and
the connectedness of the two.

   On the whole this is a rewarding collection.  While perhaps not every
Australian author writes differently from American or British authors,
Turner does, and vive la difference!

   Whether this book is available in the United States is not clear.  LOCUS
reviewed it, so I suspect some specialty stores would have it, though
you're more likely to find it on the West Coast than the East (for obvious
geographic reasons).  In any case, you can write the publisher: Aphelion
Publications, P. O. Box 619, North Adelaide, S. A. 5006, AUSTRALIA.
Unfortunately, they don't take credit cards, so send either a check in
Australian pounds or do what I did and send cash.  (They say their bank can
also handle checks in United States dollars, but over a certain amount
there is a service charge.  Personally, in the many years that my family
has been sending mail, we've never had a letter lost and this includes
thrice weekly letters to various other countries.  So I'm perfectly willing
to put money in an envelope with a letter and hope for the best.)

Evelyn C. Leeper
+1 908-957-2070
att!mtgzy!ecl
ecl@mtgzy.att.com

------------------------------

Date: 11 Dec 90 17:59:54 GMT
From: mnemonic@eff.org (Mike Godwin)
Subject: Re: the dance of the changer and the three

MXS144@psuvm.psu.edu (shack) writes:
>Can anyone tell me where I can find this short story?  It is about a
>legend among a race of seemingly illogical energy beings.  Unfortunately,
>I do not remember the author, or even where I originally saw it.  Any help
>in locating it would be greatly appreciated.

The author is Terry Carr. I believe the story appears in a collection
called THE BEST OF TERRY CARR.

Mike Godwin
mnemonic@eff.org

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

		Books - Borges (2 msgs) & Brooks (3 msgs) &
                        Campbell (2 msgs) & Card (2 msgs) & 
                        Davidson

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 15 Dec 90 09:43:04 GMT
From: rquazi@eeserv1.ic.sunysb.edu (Rishad J Quazi)
Subject: Borges

Has anyone read anything by Jorge Luis Borges? He's Argentinian I believe,
and known for his sci-fi/fantasy work.

(By fantasy, I don't mean orcs and elves - more 'phantasmagorical fantasy'
if you will, pure extensions of the imagination)

Rishad J. Quazi
rquazi@csserv1.ic.sunysb.edu
rquazi@sbccvm.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 17 Dec 90 06:40:50 GMT
From: enigma@bruce.cs.monash.oz.au (Steven Gardner)
Subject: Re: Borges

Borges, has an astonishing imagination, and he demonstrates it by writing
little vignettes that pack a powerful and curiously veiled punch. I have
not read a great deal of his work (I understand he was prolific) but on the
basis of what I have read, I am definitely going to.

Borges never strayed outside the short story form for his fiction. He said,
of novels, "why say in 500 pages what I can say in 5?" and indeed, Borges
manages to say a hell of a lot in his little stories. Many are tales from
the chaotic history of South America. But what giants lurk in the hearts of
these dwarf- stories! Borges is phenomenally well read and his writing is
filled with allusion and allegory. He is the precursor of Umberto Eco, and
he manages to condense the astonishing impact of a novel like The Name of
the Rose into the twenty brief pages of Tlon, Uqbar, Tertius Orbis. His
book, Labyrynths, is a must read. I'm sorry I can't give you other titles
(oh, well there is Doctor Brodies' Report, which also is terrific), but my
journey through the works of this author is only beginning. At the end of
it awaits a solid few months with Gabiela Garcia Marquez.

Can anyone help me with more titles for Borges?

Steve

------------------------------

Date: 13 Dec 90 19:07:25 GMT
From: parsons@matt.ksu.ksu.edu (Scott S Parish)
Subject: Re: In defense of Shannanara

ricks@ncrcae.Columbia.NCR.COM (Rick Silverstein) writes:
>I am currently reading "Sword of Shannara" (100 pages left) and have
>already bought the next two in the series.  I am finding this book hard to
>put down.  I only got into the Fantasy books a few years ago and have not
>read LOTR so I can't compare the series.  I got hooked on Terry Brooks
>when a friend gave me "Magic Kingdom of Landover, For Sale/Sold", the
>first of a trilogy he wrote after "Shannara".  I immediately fell in love
>with his writing and have since read the whole series ("The Black Unicorn"
>and "Wizard at Large"), both as good as the first.

I too have never read LOTR (I've seen the movie thought :), but I have read
all but two of Terry Brooks' books.  Although SWORD has some characters who
can be taken as similar (ie. Gandolf/Alanon, Shea/Bilbo) I think the
similarity ends there.  Then again who am I to judge since I haven't read
LOTR.

A couple of people have complained that the 'generic quest' books are all a
bunch of BS and fit right in with what mindless readers love to read.  It
seems that these people want everything written in epic stories by epic
writers such as Tolkien.  Well, sorry people, such epic writers come along
only in a blue moon.  As for the 'generic quest fantasy' most if not all
books in the fantasy genere have some sort of quest.  Whether the author
attempts to make it an epic or just another novel is his choice.  I believe
Brooks, in writing SWORD, chose to write a novel; which I thought was good.
Tolkien, on the other hand, decided to write an epic novel, which, judging
by how many people have read it an how long it has remained popular, is
good.

Now barring the fact that Brooks may or may not have similar characters in
his FIRST book, his second and third in the trilogy are definitely
original.  His Magic Kingdom For Sale/Sold trilogy is original.  And I can
not wait for Scions of Shannara to come out on paperback.

If you detractors can write a better novel completely free of any
noticeable influence from any of the novels or stories or TV shows or
movies you have read/seen then go ahead, I'd love to read it.

Scott Parish
parsons@matt.ksu.ksu.edu
parsons@ksuvm.ksu.ksu.edu
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Date: 13 Dec 90 20:05:03 GMT
From: jmann@angmar.sw.stratus.com (Jim Mann)
Subject: Re: In defense of Shannanara

parsons@matt.ksu.ksu.edu (Scott S Parish) writes:
>FIRST book, his second and third in the trilogy are definitely original.
>His Magic Kingdom For Sale/Sold trilogy is original.  And I can not wait
>for Scions of Shannara to come out on paperback.

Originality is a much-overrated virtue. Many, many good books are not very
"original" but are good none-the-less. Many original books are awful.

Lack of originality in Brooks' writing is a minor flaw compared to his
other flaws.  (This, by the way, is speaking based on reading only the
first of his Shannara books. I never had the stomach for the rest of the
series.)

Brooks, for example, writes in very vague terms. In Tolkien, you have a
good sense of what country side looks like, what the characters look like,
etc.  Tolkien uses very concrete terms to describe these. Brooks, on the
other hand, uses vague, general terms to describe things. You never have a
real feal for his fantasy universe the way you have for Middle Earth. It's
been about 10 years since I read Sword of Shannara, but I remember being
very annoyed with this in a number of places. The characters are attacked
by some vague creature, they climb hills (no more description to give you a
feel for the country side), etc.

I would have forgiven Brooks if all he did was rip off Tolkien. I can't
forgive writing as poor as his.
                                         
Jim Mann
Stratus Computer
jim_mann@es.stratus.com

------------------------------

Date: 14 Dec 90 21:27:39 GMT
From: marotta@hannah.enet.dec.com
Subject: Terry Brooks, "Sword of Shannara"

I certainly could not make my contribution to this discussion under the
subject "In defense of Shannara."  I read Tolkien many times before I
wasted my money on the Terry Brooks ripoff.  This has been the *only* book
I have literally thrown across the room in disgust after the first chapter.
I felt like Frodo and Sam and company were exhumed from their graves and
made to walk around like the Living Dead.  The heart and spirit of each
character was twisted and choked into stilted submission in every line.
Blech!

If you've liked Terry Brooks stuff just because it's "fantasy" you're
missing a large part of the reason why fantasy is such a popular genre - a
good fantasy can reach out and grab your interest, your motives, and your
assumptions, give them a good shake, and show you a different way to look
at life.  Try reading Tolkien.  Or Guy Gavriel Kay.  Or Orson Scott Card.
Let your reading involve your heart and your head, not simply your
imagination and your time.

------------------------------

Date: 15 Dec 90 01:50:20 GMT
From: Kolchak@INS (Carl Kolchak)
Subject: J_DELANO / Campbell

J_DELANO asks:
>   I read two John Wood Campbell Jr. Stories:
>     Who Goes there?  *****
>     The Ultimate Weapon **
[OSC comment deleted]]
> Anyway, _The Moon is Hell!_ is out in a new edition.  Will I like it, or
> will it be as strange as TUW?

"THE MOON IS HELL" is dated, but something you should read.  You'll
probably enjoy it, and the other yarn in the book.  (The other story in the
book is one of the NON-fantasy-type-fantasies that Campbell wrote to show
other writers what he wanted for "UNKNOWN WORLDS.")  Since you avow an
interest in SF of the Golden Era, you should also take a look at "THE BLACK
STAR PASSES," "INVADERS FROM THE INFINITE," "WHEN THE ATOMS FAILED," and
"THE MIGHTIEST MACHINE."
  There was a Shasta hardback collection of some of his best short work in
the fifties, titled "WHO GOES THERE?"  It's been re-issued in paperback,
and there is also a thick paperback collection called "THE BEST OF JOHN W.
CAMPBELL, JR."
 
The two major stories that Campbell did under the name "Don A. Stuart,"
"WHO GOES THERE?" and "FORGETFULNESS," are all-time classics.  Other
"Stuart" stories, "TWILIGHT" and "NIGHTFALL," changed the direction of the
entire field.

If you scout around, you'll find out that Campbell did just about
everything first, and did it well enough that everyone first copied him,
then used him as a starting point for generating their own stories.
Campbell didn't care a hoot, as long as there were good stories getting
written; he was just as happy being an editor as a writer, and the
paychecks were more regular, and he didn't have to please an editor.

Campbell was a flaming nut case with an entire hive of bees in his bonnet,
and probably one of the single most influential and powerful men in
twentieth-century America.  Most of our current technology derives directly
from inventions made by inveterate readers of his magazine, and the pages
of ASTOUNDING (later ANALOG) were just as much a forum for dissemination of
new concept and technology as for stories.  Much of it missed fire
completely; but much of it had incredible effects.  Shockley, Bardeen, and
Brattain were subscribers (not to mention their boss, John R. Pierce, who
wrote for ASTOUNDING as well as bossing Bell Labs. Werner Von Braun was a
subscriber, and had his issues routed via Switzerland during WW II, so he
wouldn't miss anything.  The FBI came around to visit Campbell during WW
II, wanting to know who'd told him about uranium-based bombs, and he showed
them that not only had atomic explosives (including fission weapons and
isotopic triggers!) been around in SF for decades, but that it would call
attention to whatever was going on if he were to STOP publishing such
stories.  As a consequence, no one realized that Campbell *knew* what was
going on in Los Alamos til after the war.  (Campbell later explained that
he knew where the research was going on because the map on his office wall
had far too many "subscriber" pins stuck into Los Alamos, with NO one there
admitting anything about what he was working on.  He also mentioned having
been curious about what all those physicists had moved to Oak Ridge,
Tennessee, for.)

------------------------------

Date: 15 Dec 90 16:25:15 GMT
From: bales@athena.mit.edu (James W Bales)
Subject: Re: J_DELANO / Campbell

A few years ago "The Collected Letters of John W. Campbell" was published
(in paperback). It may be out of print now, but I recommend it highly for
anyone interested in the developement of Science Fiction. As has been
pointed out before, Campbell was definitely out of the mainstream in many
areas. This book will give you a clearer idea of what the man was like and
how he influenced many important writers in the 30's, 40's and 50's.

Carl Kolchak (article 53638) writes:
>Campbell was . . . probably one of the single most influential and
>powerful men in twentieth-century America

Which is a piece of hyperbole, I'm afraid (compare Campbell's influence to
Henry Ford, FDR, Eisenhower, Ronnie Ray-gun, Albert Einstein, etc.).  But,
he certainly is one of the greatest influences (if not THE greatest
influence) on SF over the decades of the 30's, 40's 50's and (because New
Wave was in part a reactionary movement) the 60's and early 70's.

If there is interest, I'll look up full publishing data on the collection
of his letters and will post it.

Jim Bales    
bales@athena.mit.edu

------------------------------

Date: 12 Dec 90 16:19:14 GMT
From: hychejw@infonode.ingr.com (Jeff W. Hyche)
Subject: Re: Hot Sleep (was Orson Scott Card's New Book)

   Speaking of Ender's Game and Speaker for the Dead I picked up the
January copy of Analog Monday night.  It has a short story in it from Orson
Scott Card that deals with what happend to the fleet that left for
Lusitania at the end of Speaker for the Dead.  It also has some stuff on
Jane in it.  If you liked Ender's books you might want to check this out.
I know this has been ask before but does anyone know anything about a third
Ender book from Card?  This short story is the only thing if heard about
Ender sence Speaker for the Dead.

Jeff Hyche           
hychejw@infonode.ingr.com

------------------------------

Date: 16 Dec 90 00:06:05 GMT
From: ST602429@brownvm.brown.edu (Bill Sherman)
Subject: Defense of _Speaker_

William December Starr wrote:
>As near as I could ever tell, _Speaker For the Dead_ was a slow, dull
>novel with three messages:
>
>(1) People are generally stupid.
>
>(2) Strong religious beliefs generally make them even more stupid.
>
>(3) The Prime Directive sucks.

   When I first read _SftD_ I thought it was slow too, but I picked it up
to take a look at it later and found that it had more to it than one might
see at first glance.  As far as messages go, the above list seems a bit
odd.

** SPOILERS **

(1) I wouldn't say this is what Card is trying to say exactly. People do
unfortunate things, like when Novinha refuses to marry Libo, but I don't
think that we are supposed to think it is a stupid thing.  It is a tragic
thing, just as when everyone smiled at the funeral for Novinha's parents.

(2) Card, who is a very religious Mormon, would certainly not say that this
is a main theme of his writing, though he does frequently attack other
forms of Christianity.

(3) The prime directive does not simply "suck." Card explores what
motivates the prime directive, what feelings are at the heart of such
isolationism.  His use of the terms raman and varelse to describe these
distinctions struck me as one of the main ideas of the book.  I found this
thought provoking in a way that simply trashing the prime directive would
not have been.

   Beyond the above, the first chapter has an interesting exploration of
how people's training effects their personalities.  When Pipo, the zenador,
wants to get to know Novinha, he asks her what society she lives in.  His
relations with the people around him are largely related to his field of
study, that of societies.  I count this description of anthropolgy and the
types of questions it asks as one of the ideas of the book.
   There is also the whole Children of the Mind of Christ section, which
has many ideas presented.  For me, the most memorable one was the
description of how institutions change from the first conceptions of their
creators to the actual outcome.  The original creator of the Children
expected the members to get married eventually.  He failed to appreciate
the attachment that people would feel to the community he was constructing.
How ironic, you'd think that he'd appreciate his community as much as
anyone.  This kind of distortion is always to be expected. Card
demonstrates reasonable appreciation for this kind of change, and I would
say that this also constitutes one of the ideas in the book.
   I could go on, discussing the distinction between truth and Truth, or
the philosophical ramifications of being born omniscient, or the potential
communication gaps between members of different species, or how myths are
formed, or any number of other interesting ideas in the book, but I think
the point is made.

Bill Sherman
Brown University
ST602429@BROWNVM

------------------------------

Date: 13 Dec 90 15:37:00 GMT
From: HOWELL@whitman.bitnet (DAVE HOWELL)
Subject: New books by Avram Davidson

Sonja Bock, in her Forthcoming Books listing, mentions Avram Davidsons'
_The_Adventures_of_Doctor_Eszterhazy_, from Owlswick. She said that the
list didn't include reprints. However, I have a tattered paperback copy of
this book on my shelf.

I'd accuse her of being mistaken, but the likelihood of any of Avram's
books being reprinted seems impossible. I was pretty sure there was some
rule against reprinting A.D. I would be delighted to be wrong.

For those of you who don't know the name, if you can find a book by him, I
reccomend it. Any of them. When it comes to fiddling with words, this guy
has written circles around any stylist I've ever seen in SF. Gibson isn't
even close, Delany's not there either. <rave rave drool>

For those who DO know Davidson, I have a signed copy of _Vergil_in_Averno_
that I bought from the author, in which he wrote "This is NOT the sequel to
_The_ Phoenix_and_the_Mirror." I'm not sure why, however. Any suggestions?

Dave Howell
Whitman College
Bitnet: HOWELL@WHITMAN
Internet: howell@whitman.bitnet

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	     Books - Donaldson (4 msgs) & Heinlein & Herbert &
                     Kay & Lem (5 msgs) & Lewis (3 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 13 Dec 90 19:06:00 GMT
From: DECNET@crnlgsm.bitnet
Subject: Stephen Donaldson's Unbeliever

SAUNDRSG@qucdn.queensu.ca (Graydon) writes:
>'unsympathetic protagonist'?
>
>I did read the first three books, can't remember much of them (which means
>that the file server really hated it), and would far rather put it that
>Covenant was a *loathsome* protagonist, and that Donaldson is warped
>enough to want to write a very long set of books about someone loathsome.
>
>Does TC have a resemblance to his thesis supervisor or something?
>
>I'm afraid I tend to insist that the protagonist not be self pitying *and*
>despairing before I will enjoy the book. :]

Actually, I agree with the loathsome part, but I still did like the first
trilogy very much (I admit to having not liked the second trilogy, and
hated the Linden Avery character: talk about spinelessness!)

The interest of the Thomas Covenant character however is entirely different
from what I think you gathered: it is everyone else's reactions to him that
shows what the Land and its people are really like (the beautiful
interaction with Foamfollower, or Elena for example) and constitutes the
most interesting part of the books.  The growing involvement of the
Unbeliever with the Land (particularly the end of book 2 and book 3)
reveals also that Covenant (despite being a loathsome character sometimes
and unsympathetic always, I do not think there are any excuses for what he
does) accept responsibility for what he has done: that is a redeeming
feature of his character, it is that intransigence which is his strength.
Those moral conflicts are what make characters really believable, even if
not likeable (note: _Rememberance of things past_ seems to contain only
unlikeable characters and the narrator is about the most self-pitying
character I ever saw, but everyone reads it still)

------------------------------

Date: 14 Dec 90 00:21:59 GMT
From: brendan@batserver.cs.uq.oz.au (Brendan Mahony)
Subject: Re: Stephen Donaldson's Unbeliever

DECNET@crnlgsm.BITNET writes:
>Actually, I agree with the loathsome part, but I still did like the first
>trilogy very much (I admit to having not liked the second trilogy, and
>hated the Linden Avery character: talk about spinelessness!)

This reaction is awefully common. I think Covenant is a more sympathetic
character because he is someone whose beauty has been destroyed by fate and
the treachery of those he loved. Avery is the other side of this coin, her
beauty has been destroyed the treachery she perpetrated on one she loved,
but also be the spite of her father which is easy to forget.  I always had
some time for her because of the efforts she made to revive the vile old
man at the start.

Brendan Mahony
Department of Computer Science
University of Queensland      
Australia                     
brendan@batserver.cs.uq.oz       

------------------------------

Date: 17 Dec 90 00:47:37 GMT
From: brendan@batserver.cs.uq.oz.au (Brendan Mahony)
Subject: The Real Story, Donaldson

The Gap into Conflict: The Real Story by Steven Donaldson

Just a short review from a strong Donaldson fan.

Donaldson has once again shown his versatility. The style of The Real Story
is completely different from any previous work. It is in fact strongly
reminiscent the work of Golden Age authors and the pulp sf era. Of course
being Donaldson the interest in characters and humanity is much stronger
than the interest in technology and this story would have to be termed
decidedly "soft" sf. Essentially the setting is the Caribbean in space
where ruthless pirates prey on prospectors hoping to make it rich in an
asteriod belt. The story examines the real story behind a "love" triangle
that became legendary in the belt. Of course things are very different from
what they appear.

The story is really just a novella, 150 pages of large type face.
Donaldson claims it is the start of an epic reworking of Wagner's Ring
Cycle. Hopefully susequent works will have more read for the dollar, but
this work is emminent readable and stands on it's own. It was originally
written as just a novella, but not published for many years as Donaldson
was not entirely happy with it.

Brendan Mahony
Department of Computer Science
University of Queensland      
Australia                     
brendan@batserver.cs.uq.oz       

------------------------------

Date: 17 Dec 90 06:06:44 GMT
From: enigma@bruce.cs.monash.oz.au (Steven Gardner)
Subject: Re: Stephen Donaldson's Unbeliever

There has been quite a lot of discussion recently about Thomas Covenant's
character, and the merits of Donaldson's books based upon estimations of
his loathesomeness/despair/negativity/general unlikeableness.

Firstly, I should point out that I *loved* the Covenant books. The first
three in particular, I thought were the finest fantasy I have read.
Including Tolkien.

Now, of course, that's a pretty big statement, so here's why I loved those
books so much:

The Unbeliever Trilogy were the first truly non-heroic (anti-heroic!)
fantasy I ever read. I'm not a fantasy fanatic (though I have been around a
bit - read the major stuff, but am no aficionado). Thinking back over all
the fantasy I have read, all of them have heroes who are essentially good.
Most of them seem to have heroes that are too good to be true. Even where
such characters are given enough depth to be believable (say, in the Dragon
books), one is still\essentially dealing with goodies vs. baddies. Think
Tolkien. Think McCaffrey.

Now think Donaldson. Covenant is the most believable character I have ever
encountered in fantasy and that for me is paramount and above any
considerations as to whether I like him or not. You have to be awed by the
quality of the creative conception.  Paradoxes are tricky things and it's
very difficult to trap a person, equipped as we are for escaping paradoxes,
inside one. What I find astonishing was Donaldson's ability to make the
paradox of Covenant's situation (can't afford to believe in the Land, can't
bear *not* to believe in it) real and important to me the reader. Putting
myself in Covenant's position (difficult for a non-leper but, there again
Donaldson is a big help), I found I really couldn't decide what to do. Save
the Land (or try to)? Even if it's just an elaborate form of suicide?
Remember, fantasy is the one thing a leper can never afford. And the way
Donaldson handles his symbols allows you to examine, through the other
characters of the Land, all the different sides of the Ringweilder's
plight.

Oh well, I liked it anyway. Actually I think I'll go home and read them
again.  I've worked up an appetite.

Parenthetically, I should add that Donaldson is also a great descriptive
writer as well as a conceptual one. It was he who introduced me to
"miasma", "chrysoprase" and other dimly lit corners of the English language
never giving the impression of showing off.

Steve Gardner

------------------------------

Date: 17 Dec 90 05:37:19 GMT
From: grr@cbmvax.commodore.com (George Robbins)
Subject: Re: uncut Stranger In a Strange Land

Well, it's out and around now.  I don't think it suffered any from having
the cut material restored, but the difference isn't very striking.  I'd say
it wasn't as drawn out as some of his later work - there's some kind of
difference between something that was loosely edited and something that was
already reasonably tight, but had to be cut further to meet the publishers
length requirements.

> Did you all notice that there were new editions of the "cut" versions of
> all the Heinlein on the stands first, then the "uncut" versions to suck
> out the extra dollar?  I knew you did.

I haven't heard that all are going to be released in new editions, although
I'd suspect that some of the Juveniles might be.  Remember that it's the
Heinleins that are pushing the new editions, the publishers are trying to
get as much out under the existing terms as they can.

George Robbins
uucp:   {uunet|pyramid|rutgers}!cbmvax!grr
domain: grr@cbmvax.commodore.com

------------------------------

Date: 14 Dec 90 13:30:24 GMT
From: michaelo@jove.cs.pdx.edu (Mickael J. O'Hair)
Subject: Re: Frank Herbert fans

rquazi@eeserv1.ic.sunysb.edu (Rishad J Quazi) writes:
>How about adding Frank Herbert to the list? Dune is an excellent read for
>anyone remotely interested in the possibilities of an alternate future
>Imperial system based on Eastern philosophies.

I found the Dune series interesting/entertaining but his book "The White
Plague" scared the beejeesus out of me.  This is one book that will NEVER
be made into a movie.  It is on my list of books that I will want to read
again: excellent plot, excellent characterizations, etc.  I got the feeling
that he was writing from the heart on this one.

------------------------------

Date: 14 Dec 90 22:09:34 GMT
From: pdubois@tornado.berkeley.edu (Paul DuBois)
Subject: Fionavar and Tigana?

To those not familiar with _Tigana_, it is by the same author as _The
Fionavar Tapestry_, which is in itself enough to recommend it.

At any rate, I'm a little more than halfway through it right now (no more
finals for a week hooray!) and was just wondering if anybody noticed Kay's
references to Fionavar.  For those with the book, this is on or about page
418, with additional bits dropped throughout.

I thought it was rather neat.  Good book, too.

------------------------------

From: rquazi@eeserv1.ic.sunysb.edu (Rishad J Quazi)
Subject: Stanislaw Lem 
Date: 15 Dec 90 09:43:04 GMT

Has anyone read anything by Polish author Stanislaw Lem? I've heard a lot
about him, all generally good, and was curious to know if anyone on this
newsgroup has read any of his stuff. His book 'Eden' is supposedly very
good, and I think one (or more) of his sci-fi/fantasy books has been made
into an animated movie (I think the title is 'Fantastic Planet' or
something like that).

Rishad J. Quazi
rquazi@csserv1.ic.sunysb.edu
rquazi@sbccvm.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 15 Dec 90 16:30:31 GMT
From: bales@athena.mit.edu (James W Bales)
Subject: Re: Stanislaw Lem and more

My favorite piece by Lem is the collection _The Cyberiad_ which tells the
stories of two robotic inventors and their myriad misadventures.

Also, you might try _One Human Minute_ which is a collection of book
reviews of books that were never written. The title review is about a
massive book entitled _One Human Minute_ which describes what every living
human being is doing during a one minute period.

Jim Bales
bales@athena.mit.edu

------------------------------

Date: 15 Dec 90 18:34:56 GMT
From: rcharbon@athena.mit.edu (Ray Charbonneau)
Subject: Re: Stanislaw Lem and more

rquazi@eeserv1.ic.sunysb.edu (Rishad J Quazi) writes:
>Has anyone read anything by Polish author Stanislaw Lem? I've heard a lot
>about him, all generally good, and was curious to know if anyone on this
>newsgroup has read any of his stuff.

He's written many books which have been translated for English editions.
Many of them are strangely funny (The Cyberiad,Tales of Prix the Pilot, The
Fururological Congress...).  Others are more straight, and I found them
terribly dry (Solaris, The Chain of Chance...). And then there are some
that are based on strange premises, like A Perfect Vacuum, a collection of
reviews of non-existent books.  I'd compare him to Phil Dick, but if you
read him, you'll see how little that really means.

Ray Charbonneau
rcharbon@athena.mit.edu

------------------------------

Date: 17 Dec 90 06:40:50 GMT
From: enigma@bruce.cs.monash.oz.au (Steven Gardner)
Subject: Re: Stanislaw Lem 

rquazi@eeserv1.ic.sunysb.edu (Rishad J Quazi) writes:
>Has anyone read anything by Polish author Stanislaw Lem? 

Oh boy, are you in for a good time! It's a strange co-incidence, but I have
just recently embaked upon discoveries of this author because I received
books by him for my birthday recently. They're wonderful - witty, dense,
allegorical, full of intellectual play, yet simultaneously weighted with
the gravity of serious ideas. 

I first came across Lem in Hofstadter and Dennetts' superlative collection
The Mind's I. Therein you may find a few of his short stories, from memory,
The Princess Ineffabelle and How Trurls' Own Perfection Led To No Good, as
well as Non Serviam, an extract from A Perfect Vacuum: Perfect Reviews of
Non- Existent Books. It is this latter book that I have just finished, and
it was great. I will say only that the title is a slight misnomer - Lem
does review one book that has in fact been written - his own book A Perfect
Vacuum! This is reminiscent of Raymond Smullyan's beautiful gameplaying in
his book Reviews of This Book (or did he never write it?). Lem reviews A
Perfect Vacuum in the third person (ie he has Lem as The Author, not as Me)
and he is very critical of Lem's (his own!) theory regarding the proper
role in literature of the Author and the Critic (in this case, implicitly,
the same person!). He also warns Lem that he is fooling nobody with this
anthology - it is all too clear that Lem has collected synopses of books he
would like to have written but feels insufficiently talented to attempt, or
else used this contrived medium to present as belonging to others ideas of
his own that he dare not voice, be- cause they are in opposition to Lem's
own clearly stated positions! Since this is, of course, Lem himself doing
the criticising, it is hard to tell exactly what Lem himself actually
believes, but you do get an idea of the twisty, self-referential nature of
Lem's imagination. Highly recommended.

Can anyone help me with more titles for Lem?

Steve

------------------------------

Date: 17 Dec 90 10:52:55 GMT
From: magnus@thep.lu.se (Magnus Olsson)
Subject: Re: Stanislaw Lem 

I've read most of his books; some good ones are

The Cyberiad
The Star Diaries
Eden
Solaris
Return from the Stars

Solaris was made into a film by the Russian director Tarkovsky (sp?) - IMHO
perhaps the best SF film ever made (nb. it's *very* far from your typical
American sci-fi movie and more like a typical Russian art film).

One frustrating thing about Lem is that his books are hard to get, at least
here in Sweden. About half his books have been published in Swedish, but
they're out of print since several years. I have some of them in American
paperback editions, but I haven't seen any of them around for a long time.
Does anyone know if these are still in print? He appears to be totally
unknown in Britain. Most of his books seem to be available in German
translations, but German books are rather hard to get in Swedish bookshops.

Magnus Olsson
Dept. of Theoretical Physics
University of Lund, Sweden  
Internet: magnus@thep.lu.se 
Bitnet: THEPMO@SELDC52      

------------------------------

Date: 16 Dec 90 06:31:05 GMT
From: rquazi@eeserv1.ic.sunysb.edu (Rishad J Quazi)
Subject: C.S. Lewis - w/ Minor Spoiler

How many of you out there have picked up what promised to be an interesting
book, only to find yourself struggling to finish it because it's so damn
annoying reading it??!!

This happened to me while reading some C.S. Lewis. I read 'Out of the
Silent Planet' first, and thought it was pretty interesting - especially
the culture and language of the Martians. However, I then picked up the
second book in the trilogy - 'Perelandra', and was just completely annoyed
with it. It dragged on and on and on and on without getting anywhere.

SPOILER WARNING

Particularly annoying was the fact that over 1/3 of the book was devoted to
just the chase between Weston and Devine across the surface of Venus
(Perelandra). Even when Devine was dead, he wasn't really dead, his
bloodied corpse came back to annoy me further!  I was just terribly
dissapointed with this book. Is 'That Hideous Strength' any better? It
appears to be a lot longer than either of the other books in the trilogy.

The only other time I can remember actually being so disgusted with a book
that I wanted to hurl it across the room was while reading Piers Anthony's
'Macroscope'. I thought it stank.

Rishad J. Quazi
rquazi@csserv1.ic.sunysb.edu
rquazi@sbccvm.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 16 Dec 90 18:32:46 GMT
From: tjlee@iastate.edu (Tom Lee)
Subject: Re: C.S. Lewis - w/ Minor Spoiler

   True, _Perelandra_ is slow reading.  But fret not, _That Hideous
Strength_ is better.  It's a bit slow at first, but the first slow chapters
contain necessary exposition (and foreshadowing).  I think I liked THS the
best of the three.

Tom Lee
BITNET:  TAB47@ISUVAX
Internet:  tjlee@iastate.edu
tab47@ccvax.iastate.edu		

------------------------------

Date: 16 Dec 90 21:07:34 GMT
From: polari!lsh@sumax.seattleu.edu (Lee Hauser)
Subject: Re: C.S. Lewis - w/ Minor Spoiler

rquazi@eeserv1.ic.sunysb.edu (Rishad J Quazi) writes:
>I was just terribly dissapointed with this book. Is 'That Hideous
>Strength' any better? It appears to be a lot longer than either

Actually, "That Hideous Strength" is much different than any of the other
books in the trilogy.  It reminded me at first of Orwell.  It is full of
elements both more science fictionish and more fantastic and mystical than
the others.  You get the feeling that what happens is more likely to happen
than anything in the other two books.  I think it is his best adult novel
other than "Till We Have Faces."

Lee Hauser
uw-beaver!sumax!polari!lsh
lsh@polari

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	      Books - MacAvoy & Niven (2 msgs) & Saberhagen &
                      Smeds & Turner (3 msgs) & Vance & Womack &
                      Zelazny & Request Answer & Nightfall (2 msgs) &
                      Blake's 7 Books & Children's Books (2 msgs) &
                      Request

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 17 Dec 90 05:15:41 GMT
From: rquazi@eeserv1.ic.sunysb.edu (Rishad J Quazi)
Subject: R.A. MacAvoy

Has anyone heard of or read anything by R.A. MacAvoy? I remember seeing a
post from someone, apparently citing this author as an example of a
'post-Tolkien' fantasy writer, along with Ursula K. LeGuin, Brian Aldiss,
and a few others. The way I heard about this author is rather interesting.
A couple of years ago, I was really into this computer game entitled 'I,
Damiano' (published by the now defunct Firebird Software Co.). It was
basically a fantasy-role-playing game revolving around a Medieval Italian
monk by the name of Damiano, and his quest to defeat the evil infesting his
homeland while struggling to remain out of the clutches of Satan. The game
actually begins in Hell, with Damiano and his dog Pettucio (I think, though
I'm probably wrong) being offered various charms by Satan, which you must
refuse in order to be released. Hereafter, the game is a constant battle to
maintain Damiano's good alignment, lest Satan reclaim him. The prose of the
game was very well written, the graphics were very good for such an old
game (1985 or so), but mainly the prose of the game read like it was taken
from a book. There was a definite religious element in the game, wherein
Gabriel the Archangel would come to Damiano's aid when needed. Anyway, the
point of all this rambling is that the opening credits mentioned a book by
R.A. MacAvoy entitled 'Damiano's Flute' or something like that (some twerp
ruined my disk when I was just getting into it!!!). Does anyone have any
more information on this?

Rishad J. Quazi
rquazi@csserv1.ic.sunysb.edu
rquazi@sbccvm.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 15 Dec 90 02:30:56 GMT
From: bashirm@ucs.orst.edu (M Bashir)
Subject: Niven's new book

I heard of a new book for Larry Niven in hard cover somewhere.  Is that
true? and if it is, does anybody know anything about it?

------------------------------

Date: 15 Dec 90 18:22:35 GMT
From: rcharbon@athena.mit.edu (Ray Charbonneau)
Subject: Re: Niven's new book

bashirm@ucs.orst.edu (M Bashir) writes:
>I heard of a new book for Larry Niven in hard cover somewhere.  Is that
>true? and if it is, does anybody know anything about it?

I believe it's called _N-Space_.  It's a collection, mostly of reprints but
with a little new stuff.  I hate when they do that.  Now I'll probably
never read the new stuff, unless I see the paperback used someday in the
distant future.

Ray Charbonneau
rcharbon@athena.mit.edu

------------------------------

Date: 14 Dec 90 15:18:23 GMT
From: VLNATA01@ulkyvm.bitnet ("Victoria Natal ", Vicki)
Subject: Saberhagen - Pilgrim Series

There are 2 of them, one dealing with ancient Egypt and the other with
Lincoln.
  The premise was great but they have the worst case of rushed ending I
hope to see.

Victoria L. Natal
Analyst, C&T Support Center
University of Louisville
VLNATA01@ULKYVM

------------------------------

Date: 14 Dec 90 13:57:32 GMT
From: ndd@sunbar.mc.duke.edu (Ned Danieley)
Subject: Re: Dave Smeds: _The Sorcery Within_ -- comments? Sequel?

ericsa@microsoft.UUCP (Eric Sassaman) writes:
>Dave Smeds: _The Sorcery Within_
>This was given a 4+ (out of 5) by OtherRealms. I've heard that there is a
>sequel. Has anyone read it? How would you rate each one?

The sequel is _The Schemes of Dragons_. I haven't read it yet, as I haven't
been able to find a copy of _The Sorcery Within_. sigh.

Ned Danieley
Basic Arrhythmia Laboratory
Box 3140, Duke University Medical Center
Durham, NC  27710
(919) 660-5111 or 660-5100
ndd@sunbar.mc.duke.edu

------------------------------

Date: 13 Dec 90 22:29:06 GMT
From: OPRCMD@uoft01.bitnet ("Casimir M. Drahan")
Subject: George Turner's THE SEA AND SUMMER

In the way of an addenum to Evelyn Leeper's review of George Turner's
latest book:

THE SEA AND SUMMER has been published in the U.S.  It was retitled (by the
publisher, I presume) and appeared a few years ago in a hardcover edition.
Sorry, I can't be more specific.  I ran across it in a local library branch
so don't have it available to consult.

There was an interesting discussion (in SF Chronicle, I think) about THE
SEA AND SUMMER and why it didn't win that year's Nebula award.  If I
remember correctly, it had to be put on the final list by the committee
charged with administering the award for the SFWA.  The implication is that
the SFWA membership was guilty of American chauvinism.  The article seemed
to show a pattern of such behavior.

C. M. Drahan
University of Toledo
Toledo, Ohio

------------------------------

Date: 14 Dec 90 23:33:00 GMT
From: DECNET@crnlgsm.bitnet
Subject: RE: George Turner

About ecl@cbnewsj.att.com (Evelyn C. Leeper) review of PURSUIT OF MIRACLES
by George Turner:

>   Question: What country has as many English speakers as Canada, has
>hosted two World Science Fiction Conventions, has produced one of the
>definitive reference works on science fiction, and *still* gets forgotten
>when people talk about science fiction authors?  Answer: Australia.  So as
>you might expect, George Turner, an Australian science fiction author, is
>virtually unknown in the United States.  If this collection of eight
>stories, published by a small press in Adelaide, is any indication,
>someone should do something about this.

I am happy to see that someone else knows George Turner, having become his
fan for life since I read _Beloved Son_ (_Beloved Son_ is the first book of
a trilogy, which "sequel" is _Vaneglory_ and I forget the name of the third
one, but the first book is the best IMHO).

I was also surprised to discover how difficult it was to find these books
here (as opposed to the United Kingdom, where I found my own copies of the
aforementioned a few years ago), and even more surprised to see that most
people do not know him (or hide it very well :-) ).

Anyone else out there reads George Turner?

>   "The Fittest" is the "germ story" of Turner's novel THE SEA AND SUMMER,
>though he claims the novel is not nearly as depressing as the book.
>(Undoubtedly the novel is also published only in Australia, so I can't
>say.)  It is technically the most ambitious of the stories in this volume,
>with multiple points of view, and Turner handles them well.  It is also, I
>think, uniquely Australian in its treatment of evolution, isolation, and
>the connectedness of the two.

Actually, I read somewhere that _The Sea and Summer_ was recently published
as _The Drowning Towers_ here (good, but depressing book; on the other
hand, I find most of his stories to be rather depressing.  Which does not
mean one should not read them, though).

>   On the whole this is a rewarding collection.  While perhaps not every
>Australian author writes differently from American or British authors,
>Turner does, and vive la difference!

Does he write differently from American and British authors?  In which
sense?

------------------------------

Date: 14 Dec 90 21:41:47 GMT
From: ecl@cbnewsj.att.com (Evelyn C. Leeper)
Subject: Re: George Turner's THE SEA AND SUMMER

OPRCMD@uoft01.BITNET ("Casimir M. Drahan") writes:
> THE SEA AND SUMMER has been published in the U.S.  It was retitled (by
> the publisher, I presume) and appeared a few years ago in a hardcover
> edition.  Sorry, I can't be more specific.  I ran across it in a local
> library branch so don't have it available to consult.

Donn Seeley sent me the information that it was retitled DROWNING TOWERS
(no leading "THE") and published by Arbor House/Morrow in 1988 (ISBN
1-55710-038-1).  (Thanks, Donn!)  It's still in print (according to BOOKS
IN PRINT anyway) so you can look up the appropriate ordering information
there.

Evelyn C. Leeper
+1 908-957-2070
att!mtgzy!ecl
ecl@mtgzy.att.com

------------------------------

Date: 12 Dec 90 10:34:00 GMT
From: JANSSENS@wet.rug.ac.be
Subject: Vance

   Reviews from the Old World

Greetings all you SF readers. From Europe, as referred above comes this
garbage to you.

VANCE/LYONESSE 3 : The question is, is the old man loosing his edge?  I
expected more of this book, but maybe there were not any real BAD GUYS,
Casmir only a jerk and Carfilhiot not really in a adequate position to act.
Desmei wasn't really a threat either.  Sorry to write this, but used to
Vance superb writing this book was not worth the money just for reading
it. (Just happens I'm a collector)

Paul Janssens

------------------------------

Date: 17 Dec 90 02:47:02 GMT
From: ecl@cbnewsj.att.com (Evelyn C. Leeper)
Subject: HEATHERN by Jack Womack

			  HEATHERN by Jack Womack
		       Tor, 1990, ISBN 0-312-85078-6
		     A book review by Evelyn C. Leeper

   This is a well-written book about an unpleasant world and the rather
unpleasant people who live in it.  The world is our future, or certainly a
possible one.  Part of the same series as AMBIENT and TERRAPLANE, this
novel does explain the language in the latter that I found so annoying.  Of
this I had said in my review of TERRAPLANE, "Evidently the next major
resource crisis is that all the verbs are used up and nouns and adjectives
must serve instead.  So the characters talk about how someone needs to be
hospitaled, or how they curbsided their car.  After a while the reader is
annoyanced by this, and wants to wallslam the book."  Well, it turns out
this is not a language arrived at by the usual evolutionary process, but
rather starts out as a language of the young, "post-literate" crowd.  As
such it is more similar in origin to the language of A CLOCKWORK ORANGE
than to a "natural" language.  While I personally didn't enjoy the novel, I
think those whose tastes run towards gritty futures would.

Evelyn C. Leeper
+1 908-957-2070
att!mtgzy!ecl
ecl@mtgzy.att.com

------------------------------

Date: 12 Dec 90 10:34:00 GMT
From: JANSSENS@wet.rug.ac.be
Subject: Zelazny

ZELAZNY/KNIGHT OF SHADOWS : I just happen to think as SIGN OF CHAOS the
best AMBER novel ever, and KNIGHT is a bit slow in the beginning with all
the explaining to do about Julia and April 30, but you can read that much.
Past that 'The action is as fast as ever' with Random actually complaining
about a Lord of Chaos demolishing ( well, not really) castle Amber.  Just
for once, this book is not exactly 215 pages. And there is an unexpected
development at the last page.  Buy it!

Paul Janssens

------------------------------

Date: 10 Dec 90 19:04:36 GMT
From: roys@syma.sussex.ac.uk (Roy Stead)
Subject: Ms Fnd In Lbry (Re: Compressed data store loss)

F.LYALL@aberdeen.ac.uk writes:
>I think this is an Asimov story, but he's written so many
>there's no time to hunt.        

Given the _huge_ synopsis, I'm mainly guessing here however, one story
which sticks in my mind has a title along the lines of _Ms Fnd In Lbry_, I
forget the author, but it is anthologised in _17 x Infinity_ (A very good
SF anthology, BTW).

***Definite Spoilers***

It is the tale of a civilisation which, like our own, has an obsession with
compiling all of its knowledge into smaller and smaller containers, until,
eventually, all knowledge (_proven_ to be a limited ammount (sic)) is
stored in a single drawer.

Then the knowledge about the drawer grows, and meta-grows, and
meta-meta-grows.

Then there is an accident.

------------------------------

Date: 12 Dec 90 23:39:39 GMT
From: aleck@krypton.ecn.purdue.edu (Aleck Alexopoulos)
Subject: Re: NIGHTFALL

rspelman@bsu-cs.bsu.edu (Brad Spelman) writes:
>I don't know about the book, but the video was a dud.  I'm a lot less
>inclined to read the book after seeing the video.

I just finished the novel. All i can say is, it was BAD.  I really expected
a better job from Silverberg (actually I don't know how much input Asimov
had).

Stick to the short story, it's still strong after all these years.

Aleck

------------------------------

Date: 13 Dec 90 15:31:00 GMT
From: HOWELL@whitman.bitnet (DAVE HOWELL)
Subject: Nightfall Novel

Gary Vanderlinden asked if the *novel* Nightfall by Asimov and Silverberg
was worth the hardcover price. The SF conference on bix, after much
discussion, would indicate that it may not be worth the paperback price.
There are some major logical flaws with the description of darkness, and
apparently the characters weren't noteworthy. Your Mileage May Vary. I
haven't personally read the book, and based on Asimov's recent work and the
opinions of those who've read this one, I'll probably pass.

Dave Howell
User Support Specialist
Whitman College                         
Bitnet: HOWELL@WHITMAN  
Internet: howell@whitman.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 13 Dec 90 20:41:00 GMT
From: SRUSSELL@pomona.claremont.edu ("A.K.A. AVON RUSSELL")
Subject: Blake's 7 info

Here's a brief summary of the Blake's-7 books I have read.  I can not
remember the authors but I will look them up if anyone is interested.
   _Blake's-7_ Basically a sumary of the creation of the group of rebels 
      and their iniatial adventures.  It does a decent job of laying
      down their characters.  It is condensed from the first series.
  _Project Avalon_ Not quite as good but not bad.  It is a continuation
      of their adventures.  
   _Scorpio Attack_ One of my favorites, two years have passed and the 
      crew has changed dramatically.  This is the first four episodes
      from the last series.  
   _Afterlife_ This is a sequel to the series that doesn't really follow
      precisely from the series but really is not that bad.  There is 
      some decent character developments of two of the main characters
   _Program Guide_ This is basically a short dictionary of the series  
      That gives a decent run down of the episodes and characters.  
   _Avon_  This is a prequel to the series that is TOTALLY inconsistent 
      with large portions of the series but still fun.  It is written
      by the actor who played Avon in the series.  

These books are published but the same people who do Doctor Who books, but
the name escapes me at the moment.
				
SRUSSELL@POMONA.CLAREMONT.EDU

------------------------------

Date: 14 Dec 90 20:04:28 GMT
From: eek@caen.engin.umich.edu (Ericka Eve Kammerer)
Subject: Reissue of children's books by Scribner

I haven't seen any mention of these yet, and I figure some are loosely
related to fantasy.  At any rate, Scribner's has reissued several
children's books from the early 1900's with illustrations by N. C. Wyeth.
The books include Sterling Lanier's THE BOY'S KING ARTHUR (did anyone know
that Lanier was a flutist?  My flute teacher has one of the original 1917
editions of the book.) and a bunch of others (ROBIN HOOD, THE YEARLING, THE
LAST OF THE MOHICANS, something I've never read by Jules Verne, and a few
others.  Sorry I don't have them with me now).  They have remade
transparencies of the original paintings for these books and the
illustrations are stunning.  The books are nicely bound and printed on
wonderful paper.  All in all, a great deal.

Ericka Kammerer
eek@caen.engin.umich.edu

------------------------------

Date: 15 Dec 90 17:03:35 GMT
From: rknowles@garnet.berkeley.edu
Subject: Re: Reissue of children's books by Scribner

eek@caen.engin.umich.edu (Ericka Eve Kammerer) writes:
>I haven't seen any mention of these yet, and I figure some are loosely
>related to fantasy.  At any rate, Scribner's has reissued several
>children's books from the early 1900's with illustrations by N. C. Wyeth.
>The books include Sterling Lanier's THE BOY'S KING ARTHUR (did anyone know
>that Lanier was a flutist?  My flute teacher has one of the original 1917

The Boy's King Arthur is by Sidney Lanier, not Sterling Lanier.  The Wyeth
illustrations are very nice.

------------------------------

Date: 17 Dec 90 06:15:26 GMT
From: zlraa@marlin.jcu.edu.au (Lynn Alford)
Subject: help on titles

A while ago now, we bought some F&SF magazines.  In them, there were two
stories by John Morressy about the wizard Kendrigern and Princess (formally
a frog but now returned to her normal body).  The question is does anyone
know the names of the books these stories were collected to make?  I know
at least a couple of books do exist, a mail order catalog I have lists A
Rememberance for Kendrigern and the fact that it is part of a series.
Anyone know the rest?  I found the stories to be quite good, and I hope the
books live up to the promise.

Lynn Alford

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 16 Dec 90 10:30:29 GMT
From: mnemonic@eff.org (Mike Godwin)
Subject: Re: _Queen_of_Angels_, by Greg Bear

tbc@hp-lsd.COS.HP.COM (Tim Chambers) writes:
> I recently finished _Queen_of_Angels_, the latest novel by Greg Bear.  I
> don't go out of my way to read cyberpunk, but I think this novel
> qualifies, and I enjoyed the depth of Bear's themes.  In fact, they
> were so deep that I'm not quite sure what I read now that I've finished
> it.
[various plot threads deleted for space]
> But just how was Bear trying to tie the plots together?!  I can't decide
> if I liked this novel.  His techno-future was wonderful, his writing
> technique was inventive, but I didn't grok it on a literary level.
> Comments from the net?

I just finished the novel, and I was very impressed with it, although I
thought it started slow.

What ties the different plots together? Two themes, I think:

a) the idea that personality is kind of information virus that arises
spontaneously in information-handling systems like brains and computers,
and

b) the idea that self-consciousness and notions of justice are intimately
tied together.

Mike Godwin
mnemonic@eff.org

------------------------------

Date: 18 Dec 90 06:26:06 GMT
From: twmcnama@athena.mit.edu (Tom McNamara)
Subject: Re: Borges

rquazi@eeserv1.ic.sunysb.edu (Rishad J Quazi) writes:
>How about Jorge Luis Borges? He's Argentinian I believe, and also known
>for his sci-fi/fantasy work. I should check this guy out when I get some
>free time.

Borges is the best, but he's more literary-oriented than the standard
fantasy writers, and much more oriented toward psychological fantasy than
orcs and elves (tm).  One story is about a twentieth century writer who
decides to write Don Quixote verbatim, and includes a quick critical review
of all the differences between this guy's book and Cervantes'. The two are
identical, word-for-word, but the vast differences in context between the
authors' lives are claimed to make them different works.  He's making fun
of Eliot's theory of literary criticism in a careful way (IMHO); be aware
that he has a tendency to do this kind of obscure stuff.

Tom
twmcnama@athena.mit.edu

------------------------------

Date: 18 Dec 90 18:03:00 GMT
From: MIRANDA@fordmulc.bitnet
Subject: Borges

   I did not know Jorge Luis Borges wrote science-fiction!!  But I'm not
too surprised.  I'm pretty much acquainted with him.  I've read numerous
works of his both for school and for myself.  He has an incredible
imagination, the books I've read often deal with obscure, and untraditional
metaphysical concepts. They are usually pretty difficult to grasp, because
of their complexity.  The book that left the best impression on me about
him was "Las Ruinas Circulares", which means "The Round Ruins."  Wonderful
book, amazing the concepts he comes up with.  And it is especially exciting
to read his works in his own language the way he wrote them.
   Anymore titles on some of the science-fiction he has written?

------------------------------

Date: 18 Dec 90 19:27:48 GMT
From: jorge@tybalt.caltech.edu (Jorge E. Tierno)
Subject: Re: Borges

MIRANDA@fordmulc.BITNET writes:

>I did not know Jorge Luis Borges wrote science-fiction!!  But I'm not too
>surprised.  I'm pretty much acquainted with him.  I've read numerous works
>of his both for school and for myself.  He has an incredible imagination,
>the books I've read often deal with obscure, and untraditional
>metaphysical concepts. They are usually pretty difficult to grasp, because
>of their complexity.  The book that left the best impression on me about
>him was "Las Ruinas Circulares", which means "The Round Ruins."  Wonderful
>book, amazing the concepts he comes up with.  And it is especially
>exciting to read his works in his own language the way he wrote them.
>  Anymore titles on some of the science-fiction he has written?

Although it is not strictly S.F. you may like "EL ALEPH" if you haven't
read it already. You could also like "compendio de los seres
imaginarios"(I'm not sure if this is the exact title, the first word may be
wrong).

Jorge

------------------------------

Date: 18 Dec 90 06:59:34 GMT
From: kaufman@delta.eecs.nwu.edu (Michael L. Kaufman)
Subject: Re: Terry Brooks, "Sword of Shannara"

marotta@hannah.enet.DEC.COM writes:
>If you've liked Terry Brooks stuff just because it's "fantasy" you're
>missing a large part of the reason why fantasy is such a popular genre - a
>good fantasy can reach out and grab your interest, your motives, and your
>assumptions, give them a good shake, and show you a different way to look
>at life. Try reading Tolkien.  Or Guy Gavriel Kay.  Or Orson Scott Card.
>Let your reading involve your heart and your head, not simply your
>imagination and your time.

Sorry, but I didn't like Sword just because is was fantasy.  I have read a
ton of bad fantasy and I just hated it.  Sword really did grab my interest.
I read it over one weekend.  I liked the characters and I realy cared about
what happened.  I think that it is interesting that you think that just
because you and I disagree about the book that I must have "fluffed" my way
through it.

I would also like to comment on the person who asked if people would
consider him a great writer if he republished LOTR with the characters's
names reversed.  No we wouldn't.  But that is not what we are talking
about.  The topic under discussion is whether or not Sword is a good book.
If you did republish LOTR like that, most people would say it was a great
book.  Just because Sword is somewhat (ok, a lot) of a steal of LOTR
doesn't make it a bad book.

As an aside, a book called _Swan Song_ by Robert McCammon is even more of a
ripoff of _The Stand_ then Sword is of LOTR.  Very good book though.

Michael Kaufman
kaufman@eecs.nwu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 18 Dec 90 06:26:15 GMT
From: goldfarb@ocf.berkeley.edu (David Goldfarb)
Subject: Xenocide release date

   Latest word that I've heard from Beth Meacham at Tor Books is a release
date of August 1991 for Orson Scott Card's _Xenocide_.  You heard it here
first (for those of you that care...)

David Goldfarb
goldfarb@ocf.berkeley.edu

------------------------------

Date: 17 Dec 90 14:41:04 GMT
From: erich@near.cs.caltech.edu (Erich Schneider)
Subject: Re: How about CJ Cherryh?

grr@cbmvax.commodore.com (George Robbins) said:
> I think you'll find all of Cherryh's recent science fiction falls onto a
> common map, though I don't know quite how rigorous it is.  Some of the
> sequencing is obvious - Cyteen just preceeds Gehenna, although I suspect
> there's a Cyteen II of some sort that bridges the two.  Ari has to have
> some reason for existence, beyond simply surviving her childhood.

_Cyteen_ occurs during the _middle_ of _Forty Thousand in Gehenna_.
Remember, there's a scene where one character tells another about a news
report they've just seen, which talked about an Alliance discovery of a
failed Union colony at "a place called Gehenna".

Go check out the appendices of _Angel with the Sword_: there's a chronology
which fits the less-obvious elements of the Union-Alliance metanovel in
with the main sequence. (The Compact books occur between _Downbelow
Station_ and _Cyteen_; this makes some sense - Earth is rebuffed in its
attempt to retake its colonies, so it tries exploring the "other way" and
bumps into the Compact. Surprise!)

erich@tybalt.caltech.edu
erich@through.caltech.edu

------------------------------

Date: 18 Dec 90 22:15:13 GMT
From: K42@dhdurz1.bitnet (Monika Best)
Subject: (none)

Hi, everybody!

On the cover of C.J. Cherryh's _Cyteen_ it says: "Successor to _Downbelow
Station_". So, before I start reading it I'd like to know: do I have to
read _Downbelow Station_ first? Am I missing important bits in _Cyteen_ if
I don't? I might want to read _Downbelow Station_ afterwards; are there
major spoilers in _Cyteen_? - Thanks for any information!

Moni

------------------------------

Date: 18 Dec 90 01:29:53 GMT
From: ted@arsocomvax.socom.mil (Ted Nolan)
Subject: Re: New books by Avram Davidson

HOWELL@whitman.BITNET (Dave Howell) writes:
>Sonja Bock, in her Forthcoming Books listing, mentions Avram Davidsons'
>_The_Adventures_of_Doctor_Eszterhazy_, from Owlswick. She said that the
>list didn't include reprints. However, I have a tattered paperback copy of
>this book on my shelf.

Wasn't that _The Enquiries of Doctor Eszterhazy_ or _The Investigations of
Doctor Eszterhazy_ or some other such word?  I would suspect that the new
book will be reprinting the delightful Eszterhazy stories that have
appeared in _Amazing_ over the last few years, not the original stories
from lo those many years ago.

Ted Nolan
ted@usasoc.soc.mil

------------------------------

Date: 19 Dec 90 08:29:45 GMT
From: jstimson@cbrown.claremont.edu
Subject: DAVID GERROLD

Does anyone know anything about:

   WHEN HARLIE WAS TWO
   by David Gerrold?

I recently found out that it was published just before the re-release of
WHEN HARLIE WAS ONE, only to discover that it has just gone out of print!
ANY information about this book would be appreciated (content,
availability, etc.)  Please send replies in mail.

John Stimson
JSTIMSON@HMCVAX.CLAREMONT.EDU

------------------------------

Date: 17 Dec 90 23:17:44 GMT
From: cet1@cl.cam.ac.uk (C.E. Thompson)
Subject: Re: Stanislaw Lem 

rcharbon@athena.mit.edu (Ray Charbonneau) writes:
>>Has anyone read anything by Polish author Stanislaw Lem? ...
>
>He's written many books which have been translated for English editions.
>Many of them are strangely funny (The Cyberiad,Tales of Prix the Pilot,
>The Fururological Congress...).

Add "The Star Diaries" in this context.

>Others are more straight, and I found them terribly dry (Solaris, The
>Chain of Chance...).

How odd! If I had to attach a humidity rating to those two works, it would
be "wet". The world-ocean in Solaris; the hydrotherapy in TCOC :-) :-)
I suppose you mean "cerebral"?  I could agree with that.

>And then there are some that are based on strange premises, like A Perfect
>Vacuum, a collection of reviews of non-existent books.

Sticking to more-or-less-SF, a few more works: 

   Return From the Stars          
    The Invincible         (Tales of Pirx the Pilot, RTFTS and TI are, or
                           were, published in a collection.)
    His Masters Voice
    Fiasco

(and no doubt many others that escape my memory currently)

>I'd compare him to Phil Dick, but if you read him, you'll see how little
>that really means.

Well, you can compare chalk and cheese as well, if you want. I wouldn't
have said that they shared many of their obsessions, or that their writing
styles were particuarly similar.

Re works by Lem: go for the translations by Michael Kandel if you can, they
are an order of magnitude better than some others.

Chris Thompson
JANET:    cet1@uk.ac.cam.phx
Internet: cet1%phx.cam.ac.uk@nsfnet-relay.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 18 Dec 90 20:29:22 GMT
From: gkirks@cs.utexas.edu (Garry James Kirks)
Subject: Re: Stanislaw Lem and more

>Has anyone read anything by Polish author Stanislaw Lem? ...

Although I realize this isn't strictly fiction, I find it hard to believe
no one has mentioned my favorite Lem book, _One Human Minute_.

The book contains mock book reviews that show very well Lem's wicked sense
of humor. The first, the title book, is a review of a strange tome the
reviewer discovered that offers statistics and such on the actions of the
world at any given minute. Everything from number of deaths to amount of
sperm ejaculated to money spent on groceries is included. Another is a
review of a historical book about the third world war that is found by a
rather perplexed and frightened modern day critic.

All in all a very funny and interesting book.

gkirks@cs.utexas.edu

------------------------------

Date: 17 Dec 90 17:28:00 GMT
From: JCONTOMP@tufts.bitnet
Subject: Lovecraft

 In August Derleth's tale of the guy who met Nyarlathotep in Wisconsin, his
first name was Jack (the guy, not ...).  Can anyone tell me if his surname
is ever mentioned in the story.  I double-checked and could not find it.
 In addition, does anyone know who publishes Cthulhu related material these
days (magazine or books)?  Arkham house was bought up apparently by
Ballantine, but I've seen no new works by the living writers in the
"Lovecraft circle" or the second generation of Lovecraft writers.

------------------------------

Date: 18 Dec 90 16:53:16 GMT
From: cje@elbereth.rutgers.edu (Chris Jarocha-Ernst)
Subject: Re: Lovecraft

JCONTOMP@tufts.BITNET writes:
> In August Derleth's tale of the guy who met Nyarlathotep in Wisconsin,

"The Dweller in Darkness"

> his first name was Jack (the guy, not ...).  Can anyone tell me if his
> surname is ever mentioned in the story.  I double-checked and could not
> find it.

It's not there to find.  His surname is never given. 

This isn't quite as bad as it is in Derleth's "Innsmouth Clay", where the
narrator is called "Jack" in one place and "Ken" in another.  Mr. Ken Jack,
I presume?

> In addition, does anyone know who publishes Cthulhu related material
> these days (magazine or books)?

   Arkham House Publications
   P. O. Box 546
   Sauk City, WI  53583
   (608) 643-4500

   W. P. Ganley: Publisher
   P. O. Box 149
   Buffalo, NY  14226-0149

   Necronomicon Press
   101 Lockwood Street
   West Warwick, RI  02893

CRYPT OF CTHULHU (now pub'd by Nec Press) and WEIRDBOOK (Ganley) are the
two most accessable places for Mythos fiction.

> Arkham house was bought up apparently by Ballantine,

AH is alive and well, thank you, and still independent.  In fact, AH's
versions of Lovecraft are now more "authoritative" than are the
Ballantine/PB ones more commonly seen.  All Ballantine bought was the
paperback rights to various AH books.

> but I've seen no new works by the living writers in the "Lovecraft
> circle" or the second generation of Lovecraft writers.

Most "Lovecraft Circle" writers went on to write their own stories, rather
than imitate/rewrite HPL's.  Same with the so-called "2nd generation".
Brian Lumley occasionally does a Mythos story for old time's sake, but he's
making far more money on the NECROSCOPE books.  Lin Carter is dead.

I've heard that most publishers reject Mythos fiction as unsaleable, mostly
because so much of it (and this is coming from someone who enjoys it) is
poorly written pastiche.  Still, St. Martin's/Tor released a LOVECRAFT'S
LEGACY in hardcover back in October; watch for it in PB next year, I'd
guess.

Chris Jarocha-Ernst
Computing Services
Rutgers University
Piscataway, NJ 08855-0879
UUCP: {ames, att, harvard, moss, seismo}!rutgers!elbereth.rutgers.edu!cje
ARPA: JAROCHAERNST@CANCER.RUTGERS.EDU

------------------------------

Date: 12 Dec 90 19:16:10 GMT
From: rquazi@eeserv1.ic.sunysb.edu (Rishad J Quazi)
Subject: Authors

Any Frank Herbert fans out there? He's my favourite author, of any genre.

Has anyone read a book by T.J. Bass called -= The GodWhale =-.  How about a
pretty good SF series by John Moressy - Starbrat (I really liked this one),
Nail Down the Stars, Under a Calculating Star. This is quite obscure (took
me about 10 years to find two of these three books!!), but very good.

Rishad J. Quazi
rquazi@csserv1.ic.sunysb.edu
rquazi@sbccvm.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 17 Dec 90 20:55:55 GMT
From: sonja@genie.gene.com (Sonja Bock)
Subject: Looking for some discussion on authors/books

With all the discussion on good fantasy lists and the literary quality of
speculative fiction, I've missed seeing these names, and wonder if there
are any readers out there in netland that are familiar with their work:

Jonathon Carroll:
   The Voice of Our Shadow
   Land of Laughs
   Bones of the Moon
   Sleeping in Flame
   A Child Across the Sky

   and numerous short stories, such as "Mr. Fiddlehead" in one of
   this years Omni issues.

Patricia Geary:
   Strange Toys, Living in Ether

Phillip Slater:
   How I Saved the World

Edward Whittmore:
   Sinai Tapestry (and it's sequels, which I don't have).

I've enjoyed all of these books, and would like more information about
their work, and any opinions other readers might have.

Thanks

------------------------------

Date: 15 Dec 90 00:11:57 GMT
From: nagordon@amherst.bitnet
Subject: Help?

   I wonder if someone could help me here. A while ago I heard of a series
of fantasy books, based around two main characters. One was a prince or
knight of some sort, who had some unique sword, and the other was a thief,
who I believe was called The Grey Mouser. I remember that they were
included in the Dungeons & Dragons pantheons of Gods, in one of the
sections where they described literary pantheons. Does anyone know if I'm
on base here, and can anyone give me information on the series if it sounds
vaguely familiar?  Thanks.

Nate Gordon

------------------------------
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SF-LOVERS Digest          Wednesday, 19 Dec 1990      Volume 15 : Issue 434

Today's Topics:

		Books - Lewis (4 msgs) & MacAvoy (3 msgs) &
                        Niven (2 msgs) & Powers (3 msgs) &
                        Rice (2 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 18 Dec 90 01:00:46 GMT
From: howell@grover.llnl.gov (Louis Howell)
Subject: Re: C.S. Lewis - w/ Minor Spoiler

tjlee@iastate.edu (Tom Lee) writes:
> 	True, _Perelandra_ is slow reading.  But fret not, _That Hideous
> Strength_ is better.  It's a bit slow at first, but the first slow
> chapters contain necessary exposition (and foreshadowing).  I think I
> liked THS the best of the three.

Well, there's no accounting for taste.  IMHO the series went straight down
hill from the first book.  In "Out of the Silent Planet" Lewis created a
fascinating and original universe, in which Christianity and the Earth were
just small parts of the whole.  In "Perelandra" he seemed to backtrack, to
the effect that the events of the Gospel were of paramount importance to
the entire universe, after all.  The only redeeming feature of the book was
the description of the planet Venus.  "That Hideous Strength" was nothing
more than a sermon, and an extremely boring one at that.

Louis Howell

------------------------------

Date: 17 Dec 90 15:59:02 GMT
From: jmann@angmar.sw.stratus.com (Jim Mann)
Subject: Re: C.S. Lewis - w/ Minor Spoiler

rquazi@eeserv1.ic.sunysb.edu (Rishad J Quazi) writes:
>Particularly annoying was the fact that over 1/3 of the book was devoted
>to just the chase between Weston and Devine across the surface of Venus
>(Perelandra). Even when Devine was dead, he wasn't really dead - his
>bloodied corpse came back to annoy me further!  I was just terribly
>disappointed with this book. Is 'That Hideous Strength' any better? It
>appears to be a lot longer than either of the other books in the trilogy.

That Hideous Strength is the best of the trilogy. It's one of the classics
of fantasy (yes, fantasy, not SF), and is the first of the genre that we
now call "urban fantasy."  The writing is good, there are several very
memorable scenes, and it has some rather interesting and chilling insights
into the nature of evil in the modern world (an evil related to the
dehumanizing bureaucracies in the government and universities).

Jim Mann
Stratus Computer
jim_mann@es.stratus.com

------------------------------

Date: 18 Dec 90 15:38:00 GMT
From: betsyp@apollo.hp.com (Betsy Perry)
Subject: Re: C.S. Lewis - w/ Minor Spoiler

jmann@angmar.sw.stratus.com (Jim Mann) writes:
>That Hideous Strength is the best of the trilogy. It's one of the classics
>of fantasy (yes, fantasy, not SF), and is the first of the genre that we
>now call "urban fantasy."  The writing is good, there are several very
>memorable scenes, and it has some rather interesting and chilling insights
>into the nature of evil in the modern world (an evil related to the
>dehumanizing bureaucracies in the government and universities).

It is worth mentioning that among the evils in question are birth-control
(explicitly mentioned as a tool of <Satan-analogue; Thulcandra?>) and
uppity women who work instead of taking care of their husbands.  The "happy
ending" consists of the humbled wife's being dressed up to seduce her
husband into conceiving their predestined child.  (Okay, okay, that's not
the *entire* happy ending, but it's a prominent part.)

Betsy Perry
Apollo Division
Hewlett-Packard, Inc.
betsyp@apollo.hp.com

------------------------------

Date: 18 Dec 90 17:54:36 GMT
From: jmann@angmar.sw.stratus.com (Jim Mann)
Subject: Re: C.S. Lewis - w/ Minor Spoiler

betsyp@apollo.HP.COM (Betsy Perry) writes:
>jmann@angmar.sw.stratus.com (Jim Mann) writes:
>>That Hideous Strength is the best of the trilogy. It's one of the
>>classics of fantasy (yes, fantasy, not SF), and is the first of the genre
>>that we now call "urban fantasy."  The writing is good, there are several
>>very memorable scenes, and it has some rather interesting and chilling
>>insights into the nature of evil in the modern world (an evil related to
>>the dehumanizing bureaucracies in the government and universities).
>>                                               
>>It is worth mentioning that among the evils in question are birth-control
>(explicitly mentioned as a tool of <Satan-analogue; Thulcandra?>) and
>uppity women who work instead of taking care of their husbands.  The
>"happy ending" consists of the humbled wife's being dressed up to seduce
>her husband into conceiving their predestined child.  (Okay, okay, that's
>not the *entire* happy ending, but it's a prominent part.)

That's an oversimplification. Yes, Lewis does not like birth control.
However, the major evils he is arguing against are those related to
dehumanization.  A bureaucracy moves into a town and just takes over,
forcing old residents out, firing those people who don't agree, destroying
old businesses, etc., all in the name of progress. Those who disagree are
suppressed in the name of progress. Eventually, those who are considered
un-desirable are to be used for medical experiments, and so forth.

While I disagree with Lewis on a few of his details (I agree with you both
on birth control and his position on women), overall I found his picture of
how a society that only aims at progress and the good of the state (and the
good of the bureaucracy) over the value of the individual both chilling and
realistic. (We saw much of this under both Stalin and Hitler. To a far
lesser degree (but there none-the-less) we can see it in our country when
the government gets stuck up in the "that's the rules, they're there for
all of us, we don't care how they effect you individually" mentality. (A
recent case of this involved a man who was fined and jailed because he
"destroyed" wetlands and the EPA came after him. The "wetlands" in question
was a lot that was next to his own which was covered with old tires, trash,
etc. He cleaned it up because he thought it an eyesore. The EPA said,
basically, "We don't care what a mess it was before. It falls under our
definition of wetlands, so you're in trouble.")

Jim Mann
Stratus Computer
jim_mann@es.stratus.com

------------------------------

Date: 17 Dec 90 23:10:45 GMT
From: fks@vaxeline.COM (Frances Selkirk)
Subject: Re: R.A. MacAvoy

The books are _Damiano_ and _Damiano's Lute_.  They are both very good.
There is a less-connected book in the same set, _Raphael_. Damiano, btw, is
not a monk, but a young witch.

Frances Kirk Selkirk
FTP Software, Inc.	
26 Princess Street
Wakefield, MA  01880

------------------------------

Date: 18 Dec 90 21:55:00 GMT
From: DECNET@crnlgsm.bitnet
Subject: R.A. MacAvoy

rquazi@eeserv1.ic.sunysb.edu (Rishad J Quazi) writes:
>Has anyone heard of or read anything by R.A. MacAvoy? I remember seeing a
[...]
>point of all this rambling is that the opening credits mentioned a book by
>R.A. MacAvoy entitled 'Damiano's Flute' or something like that (some twerp
>ruined my disk when I was just getting into it!!!). Does anyone have any
>more information on this?

I am glad you asked.

R.A. Mac Avoy is an author I have been reading since her first book, _Tea
with the Black Dragon_, which won the John W. Campbell award, appeared.
About her output, here is a small list:

_Tea with the Black Dragon_     great, read it!

_Damiano_                       also very good
_Damiano's Lute_
_Gabriel_                       also published later in one volume,
                                _Trio for Lute_, a very unusual fantasy

_The Book of Kells_             Celtic fantasy, her worst book I think

_The Grey Horse_                average romance with celtic background

_Twisting the Rope_             a sequel to _TwtBD_

_The Third Eagle_               Out in paperback a few months ago.

_The Lens of the World_         straightforward Sword and Sorcery
                                stuff, announced as the first book of a
                                trilogy.  Just out in hardcover.

What is interesting is that R.A. MacAvoy's first two books were excellent,
and everything else she has written since then has been a disappointment to
me.  Now, it may be that I am being difficult :-) , but it is my impression
that less and less originality is showing through with every passing book.

Contrary to say, Patricia McKillip whose _Riddle Master of Hed_ trilogy was
good, but whose subsequent output was very good as well (_Fool's Run_ is
one of my all time favorites, and her latest, _The Changeling Sea_ is also
excellent in a very stylized way -plug, plug!-), R. A. Mac Avoy's style and
imagination seem to have dwindled away as her writing becomes more
professional.

------------------------------

Date: 18 Dec 90 15:21:05 GMT
From: xanthian@zorch.sf-bay.org (Kent Paul Dolan)
Subject: Re: R.A. MacAvoy

fks@ftp.com (Frances Selkirk) writes:
>The books are _Damiano_ and _Damiano's Lute_.  They are both very good.
>There is a less-connected book in the same set, _Raphael_. Damiano, btw,
>is not a monk, but a young witch.

It should be noted that her Tea with the Black Dragon is a far stronger
novel, her The Grey Horse is another unique direction in fantasy, Twisting
the Rope, her sequel to TwtBD, will leave you not quite sure if you liked
it or not, but well entertained, and her first novel length venture into
Hard SF, The Third Eagle, while I've seen contrary opinions here, I found
quite powerful as a depiction of a possible future for the Native American
descendents, and a good first attempt in the field.

Her The Book of Kells gives a mystical introduction to knot theory as
applied to extremely personal time travel; I found this one haunting and
would go back to read it for a third time if the brownies hadn't made off
with my copy. ;-(

The three books mentioned in the inclusion have been reissued in a single
volume as Trio for Lute.

Ordering information for the ones I have in hand:

Tea with the Black Dragon ISBN 0-553-23205-3 US 1983
Damiano                   ISBN 0-553-23575-3 US 1983
Damiano's Lute            ISBN 0-553-24102-8 US 1984
Raphael                   ISBN 0-553-24370-5 US 1984
Twisting the Rope         ISBN 0-553-26026-X US 1986
The Grey Horse            ISBN 0-553-26557-1 US 1987
The Third Eagle           ISBN 0-553-28356-1 US 1989

Reading McAvoy (an attractive young woman from her picture inside the back
cover of Twisting the Rope), I always found myself deeply interested in the
fate of her protagonists; I like an author(ess) who involves me in her
characters. Something I read a while back has me convince she lives within
15 miles or so of me; it would be fun to pass on my admiration of her work
in a grocery store encounter! ;-)

Kent
xanthian@Zorch.SF-Bay.ORG
xanthian@well.sf.ca.us

------------------------------

Date: 17 Dec 90 16:32:47 GMT
From: cchow@beowulf.ucsd.edu (Chi An Chow)
Subject: Re: Niven's new book

bashirm@ucs.orst.edu (M Bashir) writes:
> I heard of a new book for Larry Niven in hard cover somewhere.  Is that
> true? And if it is, does anybody know anything about it?

Yeah, it's called 'N-Space'.  Most of it is reprints of his old short
stories and such, there are a couple of stories that the publishers call
'uncollected' which I assume means 'unpublished' (I haven't seen them
before anyway).

Also, for many of the stories there are little essays that Niven wrote
about the ideas in the stories which are pretty interesting.  It's a really
enjoyable book , especially an essay called "Man of Steel, Woman of Keenex"
(What if Superman attempted to mate with Lois Lane) It's THE funniest thing
I've read in a LONG LONG LONG time!!!!!!

------------------------------

Date: 18 Dec 90 04:01:24 GMT
From: xanthian@zorch.sf-bay.org (Kent Paul Dolan)
Subject: Re: Niven's new book

cchow@beowulf.ucsd.edu (Chi An Chow) writes:
>bashirm@ucs.orst.edu (M Bashir) writes:
>> I heard of a new book for Larry Niven in hard cover somewhere.  Is that
>> true? And if it is, does anybody know anything about it?
>
> Yeah, it's called 'N-Space'.  Most of it is reprints of his old short
> stories and such, there are a couple of stories that the publishers call
> 'uncollected' which I assume means 'unpublished' (I haven't seen them
> before anyway).

Not quite the same thing.  A short story is usually described as
"uncollected" if the author has had several previous collections of short
stories published, but this story, while it has been printed in, e.g.,
Asimov's, has never been included in one of his collections.  (There are
other, theme collections, besides author collections, of course; it would
not have been reprinted in one of these before, either.)

> Also, for many of the stories there are little essays that Niven wrote
> about the ideas in the stories which are pretty interesting.

It seems a shame that I no longer see new Known Space stories; Niven's
later work has been much weaker, the smoke ring novels especially were a
waste of good tree cellulose, and his collaborations with Jerry Pournelle
have seemed to combine the two author's weaknesses rather than their
strengths.

> It's a really enjoyable book , especially an essay called "Man of Steel,
> Woman of Keenex" (What if Superman attempted to mate with Lois Lane) It's
> THE funniest thing I've read in a LONG LONG LONG time!!!!!!

Yes, that (ancient) essay by itself justifies the cost of a hardcover book,
especially with the current plan to marry the two in the comics.  Read it
and see why this is one _doomed_ romance; this was Niven in his salad days.

Kent
xanthian@Zorch.SF-Bay.ORG
xanthian@well.sf.ca.us

------------------------------

Date: 17 Dec 90 17:01:07 GMT
From: cchow@beowulf.ucsd.edu (Chi An Chow)
Subject: Tim Powers

I am curious about how many people read his books. He happens to be one of
my favorite authors (right there with Niven, Card, and Pratchett) but none
of my friends have even heard of him (except through me)!!!

I saw a posting way back when asking about one of his books called "The
Drawing of the Dark".  For what good it will do now, here's my two cents
worth:

  I read it a few years ago so my recall might not be too good but, I
remember it to be fairly entertaining.  But, it seemed like it was written
before he got his craft down pat - it isn't nearly as slick and as well
written as "On Stranger Tides" which I think is his best.  The basic idea
of the story revolved around a special vat of beer where the bottom was
placed over some mystical(?) person's body and that gave the consumers of
the beer immortality (? Hmmm here's where the 'ol memory gives out!!!)
Anyway, it was an interesting concept, and if you enjoy his writing , it's
worth picking up.  AND, for those who haven't read ANY of his books, pick
up "On Stranger Tides" and read it!!!!!! It's as good as ANY SF/Fantasy
book that I've read!!!! In my opinion, of course!

------------------------------

Date: 17 Dec 90 22:07:25 GMT
From: rxcjm@minyos.xx.rmit.oz.au (John Mazzocchi)
Subject: Re: Tim Powers

cchow@beowulf.ucsd.edu (Chi An Chow) writes:
[Much stuff deleted]
>AND, for those who haven't read ANY of his books, pick up "On Stranger
>Tides" and read it!!!!!! It's as good as ANY SF/Fantasy book that I've
>read!!!! In my opinion, of course!

If you never read another book, read "The Anubis Gates" - a masterpiece of
science fantasy.

John Mazzocchi
Melbourne, Victoria
Australia
rxcjm@minyos.xx.rmit.oz.au 

------------------------------

Date: 19 Dec 90 02:27:52 GMT
From: procter@kulkulkan.berkeley.edu (Steve Procter)
Subject: Tim Powers

   I think that ``The Anubus Gates'' is the most interesting.  I hear that
the new book is not going to come out in paperback any time soon due to
quarrels he is having with his publisher.  Anyone out there read it (is it
worth the money in hard back)?

Steven

------------------------------

Date: 17 Dec 90 23:41:47 GMT
From: CANNING@intellicorp.com (Janet Canning)
Subject: Anne Rice

I asked a while back about this, but has anyone read the new "Witching
Hour" by Rice.  I'm afraid to buy it if it's not too good.  Should I wait
for paperback?  Thanks.

------------------------------

Date: 18 Dec 90 07:00:48 GMT
From: 6600lysa@ucsbuxa.ucsb.edu (usagi)
Subject: Re: Anne Rice

I'm reading The Witching Hour right now, and have only about 200 pages to
go (take a look at its length before you start laughing about the "only"
:-) So far it's been very good, and I would recommend buying it in
hardbound (I'm thinking of buying a copy myself, the copy I'm reading is
borrowed from a friend) My only complaint about the book is that it is too
long.  After a while, I started to feel like it was time to move on to
something else for a while.  Unfortunately, there is no really good way to
break it into 2 books.

The final line: get it, it's worth it, but don't start on it unless you
don't have anything pressing for a couple of weeks to a month!

Melinda Miller
6600lysa@ucsbuxa.ucsb.edu

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Today's Topics:

	       Books - Borges & Brooks & Cherryh (5 msgs) &
                       Cooper (2 msgs) & Herbert (2 msgs) &
                       Lovecraft

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 19 Dec 90 18:55:00 GMT
From: ACW@yukon.scrc.symbolics.com (Allan C. Wechsler)
Subject: Books: Borges [SF-LOVERS Digest   V15 #433]

jorge@tybalt.caltech.edu (Jorge E. Tierno) writes:
>Although it is not strictly S.F. you may like "EL ALEPH" if you haven't
>read it already. You could also like "compendio de los seres
>imaginarios"(I'm not sure if this is the exact title, the first word may
>be wrong).

Also available in English as "The Aleph and other stories" and "The Book of
Imaginary Beings".  The latter was a departure for Borges and not as
Borgesian as his other work.

For those who haven't tried Borges, the closest comparisons are Lem and
Dick.  The place to start has to be the collection "Labyrinths", and the
gem of the collection is (IMHO) the chilling "Tlon, Uqbar, Orbis Tertius",
a story about a conspiracy to alter reality, and about the nature of
fantasy.

------------------------------

Date: 20 Dec 90 05:05:22 GMT
From: dfoster@jarthur.claremont.edu (Derek R. Foster)
Subject: Re: Terry Brooks, "Sword of Shannara"

marotta@hannah.enet.DEC.COM writes:
>I certainly could not make my contribution to this discussion under the
>subject "In defense of Shannara."  I read Tolkien many times before I
>wasted my money on the Terry Brooks ripoff.  This has been the *only* book
>I have literally thrown across the room in disgust after the first
>chapter.  I felt like Frodo and Sam and company were exhumed from their
>graves and made to walk around like the Living Dead.  The heart and spirit
>of each character was twisted and choked into stilted submission in every
>line.  Blech!
>
>If you've liked Terry Brooks stuff just because it's "fantasy" you're
>missing a large part of the reason why fantasy is such a popular genre - a
>good fantasy can reach out and grab your interest, your motives, and your
>assumptions, give them a good shake, and show you a different way to look
>at life.  Try reading Tolkien.  Or Guy Gavriel Kay.  Or Orson Scott Card.
>Let your reading involve your heart and your head, not simply your
>imagination and your time.

I've read all of those authors, and they're very good. Nonetheless, I think
your reasons for criticizing _Sword_ are rather silly. I've read
_literally_ _hundreds_ of take-offs of Tolkien. In fact, one could argue
that essentially all classical fantasy is an imitation of Tolkien. (By
"classical fantasy" I mean elves and dragons, etc. Incidentally, the reason
for this is largely because Tolkien based MUCH of his writing and
characters on Celtic myths. So even HE wasn't original. He was just the
first to publish to a wide audience. Other people who seem similar aren't
necessarily copying him. They may just be drawing on the same source as he
did.)

Realistically, I don't care where an author got his ideas. What I'm
interested in is whether the story works, whether it's well-written, and
whether I can successfully suspend my disbelief while I'm reading. Most of
the fantasy I have read is imitative garbage, written by authors who not
only borrowed their basic ideas from somebody else, but lacked the skill
and imagination to pull them off successfully. I do not place Terry Brooks
in this category. I enjoyed reading _Sword_ just as much as I enjoyed
reading _The Hobbit_ et al. It was well-written, well-paced, and even if it
was in the same basic pattern as a great many other books, it was _far_
better than most of them, of a quality I seldom see. The plot pulled me
along quite well, perhaps involving my "heart and mind" a bit more than
yours. (In fact, I thought _The Lord of the Rings_ were rather slow/dry by
comparison. I know many people who have never successfully read them
because they have been bored halfway through.) I think _Sword_ was about as
well-written as a book of that genre can be. I know of a high-school
teacher who uses it as a regular part of her curriculum, for instance,
because it keeps her students' interest so well, a statement that cannot be
made for Tolkien.

Incidentally, Terry Brooks did not simply duplicate Tolkien. There is a
science-fiction element present in his world that is completely absent from
Tolkien, as well as numerous plot elements. The story line is similar, but
for that matter, this is true for most stories (Read "Hero of a Thousand
Faces" if you don't believe me.) If you try to draw up a direct
chronological correspondence between the stories, however, you will run
into lots of trouble.

All this should not be taken to mean that I am a great fan of Terry Brooks.
(My major gripe is that _Wishsong_ and _Elfstones_ seem to be nearly
carbon-copies of the story in _Sword_. The names have been changed, but the
characters, and storyline, remain the same. I felt like I was reading the
same book three times.) I just think that Brooks has written at least one
good story, which should be criticized on its own merits, not just because
it is similar to something else.

Derek Riippa Foster

------------------------------

Date: 19 Dec 90 17:22:06 GMT
From: djdaneh@pacbell.com (Dan'l DanehyOakes)
Subject: Cyteen:  Successor?  Sequel?

K42@dhdurz1.BITNET (Monika Best) writes:
>On the cover of C. J. Cherryh's _Cyteen_ it says: "Successor to _Downbelow
>Station_". So, before I start reading it I'd like to know: do I have to
>read _Downbelow Station_ first?

The thing about Cherryh is, *every* book of hers (with a few exceptions
like WAVE WITHOUT A SHORE and the straightahead fantasy novels) is best
read after you've read every *other* book of hers (with the same
exceptions).  They aren't a series though there _are_ some series within
her work, like the two "Chanur" novels (that's right, two; one was
published in three volumes like CYTEEN) but, they take place in different
parts of the same universe, at different times, and each will improve your
understanding of the others.

Not that they're all worth it, by any means.

------------------------------

Date: 19 Dec 90 22:56:00 GMT
From: DECNET@crnlgsm.bitnet
Subject: RE: Cyteen & Downbelow Station

K42@dhdurz1.bitnet (Monika Best) writes:
>On the cover of C.J. Cherryh's _Cyteen_ it says: "Successor to _Downbelow
>Station_". So, before I start reading it I'd like to know: do I have to
>read _Downbelow Station_ first? Am I missing important bits in _Cyteen_ if
>I don't? I might want to read _Downbelow Station_ afterwards; are there
>major spoilers in _Cyteen_? - Thanks for any information!

Not really: _Downbelow Station_ occurs before _Cyteen_, but each book
stands on its own and events are sufficiently far apart that you will not
encounter spoilers one way or the other.

However, I would still recommend that you tackle _Downbelow Station_ first,
because it will give you the background on the Union/Alliance universe that
_Cyteen_ never really goes into, being a much more intimate kind of story.
Also, _Downbelow Station_ is told from the Alliance point of view, and
_Cyteen_ from the Union side, and the contrast is more interesting if you
read them in chronological order.

------------------------------

Date: 20 Dec 90 00:55:00 GMT
From: NOWAKO09@snybufva.bitnet (APPLE //GS - THE POWER TO BE YOUR BEST)
Subject: Cyteen

Wow! Just finished _Cyteen_. Though I found Cherryh's style a bit pendatic
(somewhat like Asimov's) it was truly a great story. Few times have I felt
such sympathy for a character as I did for Justin after Ari got done with
him and her 'unique sexual gratification'. The scariest thing about that is
Ari's mastery of Tapestudy and her ability to genuinely screw with Justin's
mind while Justin is helpless to do anything about it.
   I read _Cyteen_ in paperback, is there anymore (there has to be, it says
'Book I' on the back cover.).

Joe Nowakowski

------------------------------

Date: 20 Dec 90 03:28:46 GMT
From: rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu (R o d Johnson)
Subject: Re: Cyteen & Downbelow Station

DECNET@crnlgsm.BITNET writes:
>K42@dhdurz1.bitnet (Monika Best) writes:
>>On the cover of C.J. Cherryh's _Cyteen_ it says: "Successor to _Downbelow
>>Station_". So, before I start reading it I'd like to know: do I have to
>>read _Downbelow Station_ first?
>
>Not really: _Downbelow Station_ occurs before _Cyteen_, but each book
>stands on its own and events are sufficiently far apart that you will not
>encounter spoilers one way or the other.
>
>However, I would still recommend that you tackle _Downbelow Station_ first

What he said.  I read Downbelow Station when it came out, and Union (the
society of Cyteen) seemed like it must be a nightmare, so it was very
interesting to get the other side of the story.  I would also urge you to
read Forty Thousand in Gehenna before Cyteen.  In my opinion, it's the best
of her "big books" and has a lot of insight into Union/Alliance politics,
and it figures significantly in Cyteen.  I think it's unfortunately
neglected.  I've never been sure why it isn't better known among Cherryh's
work.

*Then* read Cyteen.  Then pick up Merchanter's Luck, Voyager in Night, and
the recent one I can't think of the name of.  Then come the more peripheral
ones: Serpent's Reach, the mri books, the Chanur books, Wave Without a
Shore, etc.

I'd like to see a definitive statement of how all these fit together some
time.  I know Angel with a Sword has a chronology in it, but I could never
bring myself to buy it.  Is Cuckoo's Egg (um, is that the right title?)
part of the U/A continuity?  What about the two early trilogies (I've never
read them)?

Rod Johnson
rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu

------------------------------

Date: 20 Dec 90 05:33:56 GMT
From: jen@athena.mit.edu (Jennifer Hawthorne)
Subject: Re: Cyteen & Downbelow Station

rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu (R o d Johnson) writes:
>I'd like to see a definitive statement of how all these fit together some
>time.  I know Angel with a Sword has a chronology in it, but I could never
>bring myself to buy it.  Is Cuckoo's Egg (um, is that the right title?)
>part of the U/A continuity?  What about the two early trilogies (I've
>never read them)?

I don't know about the "two early trilogies". I'm not even sure which
trilogies you're talking about, unless they are the Morgaine books and
the Mri books.  If so, the Morgaine books are definitely part of the
continuity, and I don't know about the Mri books but I have heard that
they are.  Cuckoo's Egg is also definitely part of the main
continuity.

Potential SPOILERS for the Morgaine books (maybe) and Cuckoo's Egg
(for sure):

In the first (I think) Morgaine book, mention is made of a Union ship
finding the first of the Gates, and in the last book, (Exile's Gate), it is
strongly implied that Morgaine's mother was Union or daughter of someone
from Union.

If that's not enough evidence, you could take a look at the first volume of
the unfinished graphic novel adaptation of "Gate of Ivrel" that is being
done by Jane Fancher with close editing and approval by Cherryh.  The first
couple of pages of the first book shows the Unioa Union scouting party
discovering the first gate and realizing some of its tremendous
implications including the fact that there is writing on the ruins that
they identify as ancient Terran Russian, meaning that there were humans on
this previously unknown planet many centuries ago.  It is stated that the
Quhal (sp?)  liked to take primitive lifeforms and experiment with them
genetically and socially, including humans. This explains why the people of
Vanye's world (and others) were human; they had been planted there by the
the Quhal.  There is also a statement made to the effect of "Ari Emory at
Reseune should be told about this." This was before Cyteen came out,
incidentally. And remember, this was approved by Cherryh, so it can
probably be considered official.

As for Cuckoo's Egg, the treatment that the aliens subject Thorn to at the
end of the book is Union-style Tapestudy; this is how he learns what
species he is and how to speak Union and various other things.  This whole
sequence confused me greatly the first time I read Cuckoo's Egg, which was
before I read either Serpent's Reach or Cyteen; after Cyteen, I figured out
what was going on with Thorn. (Namely, that he was a clone of a Union
starship pilot who had been on the ship the aliens destroyed. The aliens
had taken the tapes off of the ship and used them on Thorn.)

So that effectively clinches _that_, as well.  

As a side note, at some Con or other a few years ago, there was a piece in
the art show which was a semi-three-dimensional starmap showing where all
of the worlds that C.J. Cherryh has written about are located in relation
to each other (it was three sheets of Lucite stacked parallel to each other
in a wooden frame, with the stars and their names painted on the sheets of
Lucite). My memory says that _all_ of the worlds from _all_ of her books
were on there somewhere.  I don't know whether or not it was supposed to be
official, but it was very interesting to look at.

Jennifer Hawthorne
jen@athena.mit.edu
jen@conan.rose.brandeis.edu

------------------------------

Date: 19 Dec 90 22:24:00 GMT
From: gphg1125@uxa.cso.uiuc.edu (Glenn P Hoetker)
Subject: Susan Cooper books: The Dark is Rising

Since the Christmas season is approaching, I wanted to recommend a fantasy
book that takes place in this season.  It is Susan Cooper's The Dark Is
Rising.  Supposedly for children, but plenty for us adults, too.

The story takes place in modern England and has lots of Welsh and Arthurian
mythology woven through it.  Be patient with the first chapter, where she
succumbs to telling not showing; other than that the writing is quite good.

Dark is Rising is the first book of a series of the same name.  A prequel,
worth reading but not part of the 'canon', is Under Sea, Over Stone.  The
rest of the series is Greenwitch, The Grey King (winner of the Newberry
Medal), and Silver on the Tree.  Collier books reprinted them a few years
ago.

Best wishes for the holiday season and I hope you find these a satisfying
read.  Peace.

Glenn Hoetker
University of Illinois
g-hoetker@uiuc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 19 Dec 90 23:36:50 GMT
From: rxcjm@minyos.xx.rmit.oz.au (John Mazzocchi)
Subject: Re: Susan Cooper books: The Dark is Rising

gphg1125@uxa.cso.uiuc.edu (Glenn P Hoetker) writes:
>Dark is Rising is the first book of a series of the same name.  A prequel,
>worth reading but not part of the 'canon', is Under Sea, Over Stone.  The
>rest of the series is Greenwitch, The Grey King (winner of the Newberry
>Medal), and Silver on the Tree.  Collier books reprinted them a few years
>ago.

I think you'll find that "Under Sea, Over Stone" IS part of the series. I
DON'T think that because one of the main characters doesn't appear until
the second book makes the first book a prequel. You can actually purchase
the 5-book series in an omnibus edition called "The Dark is Rising
Sequence".

John Mazzocchi
Melbourne, Victoria
Australia
rxcjm@minyos.xx.rmit.oz.au

------------------------------

Date: 19 Dec 90 17:36:06 GMT
From: Maria_Nadelbach.ner-osm@xerox.com
Subject: Re: SF-LOVERS Digest   V15 #433

>Any Frank Herbert fans out there? He's my favourite author, of any genre.

I am definitely a Frank Herbert fan!  I think I've read just about
everything that has his name on it or is remotely related to his name!

I would definitely be interested in a listing of all books he wrote,
co-authored or whatever!  I would also be interested in any of his older
material.  I guess what I'm wondering is have I read all that he had
written?  Hence my interest in the list.

Maria

------------------------------

Date: 20 Dec 90 03:49:15 GMT
From: twmcnama@athena.mit.edu (Tom McNamara)
Subject: Re: SF-LOVERS Digest   V15 #433

I read Dosadi Experiment and thought it was great, but ground to a halt in
Dune (after a mere 2 or 3 hundred pages!).  I was wondering if anyone else
ranked the books the same way, and if they could suggest other Herbert more
like Dosadi and less like Dune.  Thanks.

Tom

------------------------------

Date: 20 Dec 90 04:42:00 GMT
From: CILIBERT@ctrvax.vanderbilt.edu
Subject: RE: SF-LOVERS Digest   V15 #433

It is a mistake to identify Lovecraft's style/legacy with the "Cthulhu
Mythos" (i.e., the Yog-Sothoth myth cycle).  This influence on other
writer's was probably his least important.  Rather, he read and commented
on the manuscripts of many young writers of the time.  (His major income
came through ghost-writing/editing.)  Thus, a writer like Fritz Leiber
whose stories do not overflow with Strange Damn Things from Yuggoth states
that Lovecraft did more for him as a writer than anyone else (bar two).
Lovecraft's legacy is one of finely and carefully written tales that
possess a touch of the weird.

Further, I didn't see WHISPERS PRESS and WHISPERS magazine mentioned.
Although this one has always been highly itinerant, it is the best of the
horror/dark fantasy periodicals.  Editor Stuart David Schiff acknowledges
that his publication is basically Lovecraftian, but it is so because of the
high level of writing that it presents.  The last issue was years ago, by a
Lucius Shepard special issue is due out in March:

   Stuart David Schiff
   Whispers Press
   70 Highland Avenue
   Binghampton, New York  13905

Jon
cilibert@vuctrvax

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	     Books - Asimov & Lem (3 msgs) & Niven (3 msgs) &
                     Powers (2 msgs) & Womack & 
                     Request Answer (2 msgs) &
                     Australian SF (2 msgs) & Request

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 20 Dec 90 03:20:13 GMT
From: U28037@uicvm.uic.edu
Subject: Asimov

Could someone please tell me what order Asimov's robot books should be read
in to kind of give the history leading up to the Foundation series.  I
found the Foundation series fascinating and would like to read what
happened before this time period.

Jason E. Kratz
u28037@uicvm.cc.uic.edu
u28037@uicvm

------------------------------

Date: 19 Dec 90 19:00:21 GMT
From: SPAMFB@harvarda.bitnet (Bryan Cholfin)
Subject: Lem

Yes, I would second the suggestion that Michael Kandel's translations of
Lem are better than the others (I spoke with him (Kandel) at a con, and he
also mentioned that he would like to re-translate SOLARIS, since the first
English edition is from the French, and not from the original Polish, but
he didn't think his publisher would go for it). Readers who like Lem might
like Kandel's first novel, STRANGE INVASION, obviously Lem-influenced but
hardly derivative work, actually very imaginative.

No, there's really no comparison between Dick and Lem, that's really like
comparing writing desks and crows. But it is interesting to note that Dick
is the -only- American SF writer Lem considers worth reading, and that 1/3
of Lem's book on SF is about Dick.

Bryan Cholfin
Broken Mirrors Press

------------------------------

Date: 19 Dec 90 19:53:00 GMT
From: IZZYCY1@oac.ucla.edu (The Jester)
Subject: Re: Lem

I read "Return from the Stars" with GREAT interest. It gave a unique view
on human goals and desires and I really had fun with it (even in some of
the really STRANGE descriptions). However I then picked up his "The
Investigation" which still remains half read on some shelf some place in my
room. I was rather disappointed with it and actually now I can see where
Lynch and Twin Peaks might have gotten some of their inspiration.

------------------------------

Date: 20 Dec 90 01:58:21 GMT
From: rcharbon@athena.mit.edu (Ray Charbonneau)
Subject: Re: Lem

SPAMFB@harvarda.BITNET (Bryan Chol
>Readers who like Lem might like Kandel's first novel, STRANGE INVASION,
>obviously Lem-influenced but hardly derivative work, actually very
>imaginative.

I wasn't aware that he had translated Lem.  However, I thought his book
started out well, but ran out of inspiration well before the end.

>No, there's really no comparison between Dick and Lem, that's really like
>comparing writing desks and crows. But it is interesting to note that Dick
>is the -only- American SF writer Lem considers worth reading, and that 1/3
>of Lem's book on SF is about Dick.

They both deal with bizarre twists in reality, which is what attracted me
to Lem, lo, those many years ago.  Lem's characters are much more positive,
not as subject to giving up with depression or confusion as Dick's.

Note that my paperback of _Strange Invasion_ compares Kandel to Dick.

Ray Charbonneau
rcharbon@athena.mit.edu

------------------------------

Date: 18 Dec 90 18:55:40 GMT
From: haydens@natasha.juliet.ll.mit.edu (Hayden Schultz)
Subject: Re: Niven's new book

Would it be too much trouble for someone with _N-Space_ to list the table
of contents? I'm pretty sure I've already got all the known space
collections, and I'm trying to figure out from this discussion if there's
anything new (and therefore worth buying).

Hayden
haydens@juliet.ll.mit.edu

------------------------------

Date: 19 Dec 90 19:53:00 GMT
From: IZZYCY1@oac.ucla.edu (The Jester)
Subject: Re: Niven

About Niven and Pournelle: I read their inferno with great interest. It was
a fun book with a lot to say about humanity and our foibles and fears. I
would recommend it to ANYONE who wanted to read a good sci-fi/fan
combination book. I would also recommend Niven and Barne's "Dream Park" and
"The Barsoom Project" with the greatest of enthusiam. The sequel is NOT
just the first book with a different adventure at the center. It tells us a
lot more about dream park and our favorite characters, goes more into the
technology, introduces new and interesting characters and so forth. Though
I must admit that it took me awhile to figure out what that insane woman
had to do with anything, or if she was insane, or if it was a dream or
what.

------------------------------

Date: 20 Dec 90 03:20:13 GMT
From: U28037@uicvm.uic.edu
Subject: Larry Niven and Steven Barnes

Being new to science-fiction books (the only SF books I had read before
were the Foundation books by Asimov) I one day went to the bookstore and
just picked out a book from the shelves that looked interesting and bought
it to read it.  That book was "The Barsoom Project" by Larry Niven and
Steven Barnes.  I really loved that book and I went and bought "Dream
Park".  I was wondering if anyone could tell me if there are any other
books done by these two together.  Could someone also please tell me which
books they have done separately that are good. 

Jason E. Kratz
u28037@uicvm.cc.uic.edu
u28037@uicvm

------------------------------

Date: 19 Dec 90 14:37:57 GMT
From: palmerc@infonode.ingr.com (Chris Palmer)
Subject: Re: Tim Powers

procter@kulkulkan.Berkeley.EDU (Steve Procter) writes:
>I think that ``The Anubus Gates'' is the most interesting.  I hear that
>the new book is not going to come out in paperback any time soon due to
>quarrels he is having with his publisher.  Anyone out there read it (is it
>worth the money in hard back)?

If you are talking about the one with Byron and Shelly and the Vampires, it
is barely worth the paperback price when it comes out.  It is called,
[On/With/*] Her Regard.  I really like Tim Powers and have read all of his
other novels, ``The Anubis Gates'' and ``On Stranger Tides'' being my
favorites, but this one just didn't cut it.  Too much of the same old
vampire myth rehash.  The first half is good (and has some great scenes),
but by about halfway through, I could care less what happened to anyone.
My recommendation: Check it out at the library.

Christopher M. Palmer
Intergraph Corporation
Internet: b14!abulafia!palmerc
UUCP : ...uunet!ingr!b14!abulafia!palmerc

------------------------------

Date: 19 Dec 90 16:51:19 GMT
From: CRAIG@mitvmc.mit.edu (Ed Craig)
Subject: Re: Tim Powers

Chi An Chow writes:
>  I read it a few years ago so my recall might not be too good but, I
>remember it to be fairly entertaining.  But, it seemed like it was written
>before he got his craft down pat - it isn't nearly as slick and as well
>written as "On Stranger Tides" which I think is his best.  The basic idea
>of the story revolved around a special vat of beer where the bottom was
>placed over some mystical(?) person's body and that gave the consumers of
>the beer immortality (? Hmmm here's where the 'ol memory gives out!!!)

   As I recall, (DAMN those book borrowing brownies!!!), "Drawing of the
Dark" was good enough to hook me on Tim Powers. And I agree, he has
improved, but IMHO he was very good to begin with. As I recall, he was a
novice monk in Ireland who got kicked out for having trees bow to him.  The
brewery was in Vienna, and somehow whoever was buried under the brewery was
the incarnation of the spirit of the West, which it was necessary to defend
against the spirit of the East as incarnated in the Turks, and my memory
hazes over now. Anybody know if it's still in in print? I want to read it
again!

Ed  Craig

------------------------------

Date: 18 Dec 90 22:11:47 GMT
From: SPAMFB@harvarda.bitnet (Bryan Cholfin)
Subject: HEATHERN by Jack Womack

I read HEATHERN about a month ago, and I would say that it shows Jack
Womack fulfilling the promise he showed in AMBIENT and TERRAPLANE of
becoming one of the Major Writers of SF. Despite the implication of Evelyn
Leeper's review, Womack's manipulation of the language in the first two
books is very complex and very precisely calculated.  It is, as language
should be, a powerful tool for revealing the deep psychological forces at
work in his characters. HEATHERN is chronologically the earliest book in
the series, and so the characters speak in what we would recognize as
English. In AMBIENT, he creates not one but two distinct future dialects,
with most people speaking the corrupt pseudo-English while the underground
culture of the Ambients speak in a colorful Shakespearean /slang gumbo.

The future world he gives us is indeed a gritty one, with some of the feel
of certain cyberpunk books (DR. ADDER comes to mind), though the emphasis
is not so much on technology (though there is some) but on the severely
distorted psychologies this decayed culture produces, and so is more
closely related to the work of Ballard or Dick. This is a future in which
the government has become the puppet of the corporate conglomerate Dryco,
and the Army is occupying New York City to 'protect' it from the insurgents
on Long Island, and the major religions of the world have been replaced by
the cult of the messianic figure McCaffrey (the origins of which is the
subject of HEATHERN), and the C of E, the Church of Elvis (the reality of
these novels is surreally transformed by material that would befit the
Weekly World News), which is the primary topic of the next book in the
series, ELVISSY. As bad as this world is, TERRAPLANE introduces us, through
an alternate world/time- travel gizmo, to an alternate past that's even
worse.

These books may appeal to those with a penchant for cyberpunk stuff (though
Womack's writing is far more intense), but it is more likely to appeal to
the readers of Ballard or Burroughs, or perhaps Garry Kilworth or Gwyneth
Jones. Terraplane is out in paperback from TOR, and AMBIENT should be
shortly (AMBIENT was published first, but the initial hardcover release
from Grove- Widenfield sold all of about 900 copies). The whole series will
run to six books, finishing up with RANDOM ACTS OF SENSELESS VIOLENCE.

Bryan Cholfin
Broken Mirrors Press

------------------------------

Date: 19 Dec 90 16:46:34 GMT
From: cumming@pica.army.mil ("Robert C. Cumming", PEO)
Subject: Fafhrd and the Grey Mouser (was Help?)

Nate Gordon wrote asking about a fantasy series centered around two
characters, one of whom is called the Grey Mouser.  This is the well-known
"Fafhrd and the Grey Mouser" series by Fritz Leiber.  I believe that the
series consists of a number of short stories and novellas, along with some
full length novels.  Titles include "Swords in the Mist", "Swords and Ice
Magic" and others.  For a complete list, access the sf-lovers author files
under: "Leiber.Fritz".

Incidentally, the Grey Mouser, a relatively small wiry individual, is a
thief by profession.  The other character, Fafhrd is a big rangy barbarian
from the northern wastes and he does have a sword which is called something
like "Greyswandir" (sp?), although I don't recall it having any magical
properties.  The Mouser's sword (a kind of rapier as opposed to Fafhrd's
broadsword) is called, I believe, "Cat's claw" or the like.  I am not a D&D
aficionado, however, in the stories, Leiber seems to hint that the pair are
more than they seem, in fact more than they themselves realize, and that
they may indeed be of godlike origin.

The stories themselves are, in keeping with Mr. Leiber's fine reputation -
excellent.  They present the two heroes as very human and fallible as
opposed to the wooden supermen often found in sword and barbarian type
stories, and, as an added twist, as the stories follow their careers they
actually grow older and mature psychologically.  Although, even in middle
age they have some pretty hair-raising and enjoyable adventures.  By all
means, if you can find any of the Fafhrd and Grey Mouser stories - read
them.

Bob

------------------------------

Date: 18 Dec 90 03:39:58 GMT
From: xanthian@zorch.sf-bay.org (Kent Paul Dolan)
Subject: Re: help on titles

zlraa@marlin.jcu.edu.au (Lynn Alford) writes:
> A while ago now, we bought some F&SF magazines. In them, there were two
> stories by John Morressy about the wizard Kendrigern and Princess
> (formally a frog but now returned to her normal body). The question is
> does anyone know the names of the books these stories were collected to
> make? I know at least a couple of books do exist, a mail order catalog I
> have lists A Rememberance for Kendrigern and the fact that it is part of
> a series. Anyone know the rest? I found the stories to be quite good, and
> I hope the books live up to the promise.

This is the complete Kedrigern set, though Morresy has written other books
not part of this series:

A Voice for Princess                ISBN 0-441-84800-1  US  1986
The Questing of Kedrigern           ISBN 0-441-69271-6  US  1987
Kedrigern in Wanderland             ISBN 0-441-43264-6  US  1988
Kedrigern and the Charming Couple   ISBN 0-441-43265-4  US  1990
A Rememberance for Kedrigern        ISBN 0-441-71244-4  US  1990

All are published under the Ace Fantasy imprint.

Not only are the stories all you could wish, immensely funny, but the cover
art by Dean Morrissey is a delight, the kind of stuff you'd like to frame
as 60 x 90 cm wall posters to brighten up a drab room.  Ace had the good
sense to maintain an excellent artist and a consistent style through all
five volumes, and the admirable grace to give credit to the artist on the
copyright page (unlike the slime at Bantum).

I hope you can succeed in finding these in Oz; they are well worth the
trouble.

Kent
xanthian@Zorch.SF-Bay.ORG
xanthian@well.sf.ca.us

------------------------------

Date: 14 Dec 90 11:17:40 GMT
From: BRITZ@kemi.aau.dk (Dieter Britz)
Subject: Australian SF

 Evelyn Leeper (ecl@cbnewsj.att.com) gives a nice review of the Australian
author George Turner's "A Pursuit of Miracles". Australia is in fact a bit
of a hotbed of SF enthusiasts and has a goodly number of authors, per
capita.  Not all of them are good, of course. I find Bert Chandler's (sp?)
stuff pretty boring; on the other hand, "Looking for Bluecher" by Jack
Wodham is a rip-roaring scream. I have yet to detect anything peculiarly
Australian in all this, though; Australians usually cock an eye at the
USAmerican audience when they sing, make films or write SF. A pity. Thus,
the song "Australia, Australia" is sung with an American accent. If I were
an American, I'd feel cheated. So I'll get hold of the G. Turner and hope
to see something a bit Australian for once.
 How about you Aussies living in Australia (I'm one, living in Denmark)
giving us a list of notable Aussie SF?

Dieter Britz
britz@kemi.aau.dk

------------------------------

Date: 18 Dec 90 18:42:38 GMT
From: SPAMFB@harvarda.bitnet (Bryan Cholfin)
Subject: Australian SF

Yes, it's very true that American SF readers have generally ignored
Australian writers, and even very many good English writers can't get
published much here. The small publisher in Australia that published George
Turner's short story collection has also just published a very fine
collection by Terry Dowling, without a doubt one of the best SF writers
Down Under. Australian SF is different from the US variety, in much the
same way that Australian movies are different from Hollywood product. They
have a different sense of plot and pacing (Americans would think it slow),
more emphasis on characters and fantastic events, and Australians generally
seem to have a heightened sense of the relationship between people and
their environment. While I'm throwing out names, I can also highly
recommend Rosealeen Love, an Aussie SF writer with a collection just out
from the Women's Press in England. A sharp, satirical voice with a very,
very active imagination (something lacking in much American SF and
fantasy), with a sense of humor that compares favorably to R.A. Lafferty or
Kit Reed.

Bryan Cholfin
Broken Mirrors Press

------------------------------

Date: 17 Dec 90 14:21:58 GMT
From: billy@tcom.stc.co.uk (Billy Khan)
Subject: Re: Help?

   Hi.

   A long time back, a good nine years any way, I read a book that sparked
my interest in Sci-fi. I think it was a children's type book. But the plot
was, to me at the time, absolutely brilliant. I still think it's the best
book I have ever read (having read all the Tolkien and stuff since).
   The problem is I can't find a copy of it and it's been so long since I
read it that I have forgotten the author and title. I will tell you the
plot (basically) in the hope some one has read it.

   The little information I have is as follows.

   Author : Unknown. but i think maybe a woman
   Title :  Sirius, the dog star (or something similar)

   The plot went like this.

   Sirius was a celestial being of some kind who was framed for some crime
and for his punishment was banished to the Earth in the body of a dog. He
started out as a puppy.
   He was put into a bag and almost drowned in a river. Fortunately a nice
girl found him just in time and rescued him, thinking it was just a normal
puppy. This girl was adopted or something and her new mother didn't like
her at all. But the story went on for a bit until whatever it was from the
celestial realms that had gone missing turned up on the Earth. Sirius (the
dog) had to try to find this. And this girl eventually discovered who he
really was.
	
   I know it doesn't sound to hot but does anyone recall having read a book
like this with that title? I can't find it in any of the libraries I have
checked here! I'd absolutely love to get my hands on a copy of it.

   Thanks in advance if you can help.

Drew

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	 Films - Akira & Vampire Lestat & Star Trek VI (4 msgs) &
                 Star Wars & Edward Scissorhands (5 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 11 Dec 90 06:21:00 GMT
From: JH602309@liuvax.bitnet
Subject: Akira

   Just saw, for the second time, Otomo's film, Akira (based on comic of
same name).  The first time I thought it was wonderful (it must be the
first Japanimation I've seen in six years), the second time was less
intense, but also good.  It blends post-holocaustal and technological
themes with Asian mysticism.  Has anyone else seen this movie?
   BTW, the trailer that came up before the movie ('In the future, evil has
a new face...') made me think: Heavy Metal 2?  But as it turned out, it was
a promo for LENSMAN.  Does anyone know anything about this?

------------------------------

Date: 12 Dec 90 22:51:18 GMT
From: mcginnis@kuhub.cc.ukans.edu
Subject: Vampire Lestat Movie?

Does anybody know if the Anne Rice book "The Vampire Lestat" is being/has
been made into a movie?  I could swear that I saw an article in Cinema
Fantastique magazine about it, with Rutger Hauer as Lestat.  This was maybe
two years ago.

------------------------------

Date: 11 Dec 90 20:39:50 GMT
From: nagordon@amherst.bitnet
Subject: Re: ST VI

GGGALA%WMVM1@VTVM2.CC.VT.EDU (Petiron) writes:
rtravsky@outlaw.uwyo.edu (Richard W Travsky) writes:
>>Last week on CNN I barely caught a blurb saying something about Paramount
>>Pictures has decided to do Star Trek VI, and something about Spock and
>>next summer (filming begins or release date?).  Just when you thought it
>>was safe.  Given the age of the cast, the only plot I can dredge up is
>>the crew being called up out of retirement from the Federation Retirees
>>Home.
>
> Well, it is possible that they are going to try to link the series and
> the movies somehow.  I don't know anything about another movie, but that
> is a possibility.

   This summer I worked at Paramount Pictures, and my sources there told me
that ST VI was almost definite. They had all the cast ready to return, and
Nimoy had agreed to return to the director chair, but they had no definite
story as yet. Apparently everyone was disappointed in ST V, particularly
the cast members outside of the big 3, who felt that they did little in ST
V and what little they did was fairly negative to their characters. They
were all willing to come back, and the studio agreed to do it if Nimoy
would direct, which he agreed to do after he finishes a couple other
projects. So ST VI is coming, but not for several years.

Nate Gordon
Amherst College

------------------------------

Date: 15 Dec 90 04:50:44 GMT
From: gjschmidt@crocus.uwaterloo.ca (Crazy 2B CS student)
Subject: Re: ST VI

Well, here's what I've heard on the subject (I don't know where, exactly,
just a couple of interviews on the radio, etc.).

Paramount had a script for ST VI, which used none of the current cast.  It
was to be the story of the gang going through the academy, and would be
completely recast, using younger actors, of course.  One of the cast (the
guy who plays Chekov (sp?) I believe) embarked on a bunch of convention
dates (20 in 20 weekends!) spread the word of this abomination, and passed
out the address for Paramount.  The response received was humungous, and
all negative, so that script has been scrapped (read: put away for ST VII).

A new script was then written (or at least begun) which called for four
characters to die.  They were, I think, Bones, Chekov, Scotty, and Sulu.
This, in retrospect, seems strange, as Scotty was on ST:TNG #1, wasn't he?
I am sure that the names of the soon-to-be-deceased characters started with
B, C, S and S, so maybe it was Spock instead of Scotty.

Again, none of this is guaranteed to be accurate, as I heard it a while
ago, and it may not even have been correct then.  But then, who really
knows what is going on?  This is as good a guess as any, I suppose.

Greg Schmidt
gjschmidt@crocus.waterloo.edu

------------------------------

Date: 15 Dec 90 07:04:22 GMT
From: gcrozier@umaxc.weeg.uiowa.edu (Firestar)
Subject: Re: ST VI

> Well, here's what I've heard on the subject (I don't know where, exactly,
> just a couple of interviews on the radio, etc.).
> 
> Paramount had a script for ST VI, which used none of the current cast.
> It was to be the story of the gang going through the academy, and would
> be completely recast, using younger actors, of course.  One of the cast
> (the guy who plays Chekov (sp?) I believe) embarked on a bunch of
> convention dates (20 in 20 weekends!) spread the word of this
> abomination, and passed out the address for Paramount.  The response
> received was humungous, and all negative, so that script has been
> scrapped (read: put away for ST VII).

Police Academy in Space (for it was to be a comedy) was Harve Bennett's
baby.  (Harve produced ST II, III, IV, V and is credited? with helping Bill
create the story for V.)  The old cast was obviously none too pleased with
the idea, and heckled it at cons nationwide.  Fans responded, Paramount
killed the idea, and Harve is no longer associated with ST:VI.

> A new script was then written (or at least begun) which called for four
> characters to die.  They were, I think, Bones, Chekov, Scotty, and Sulu.
> This, in retrospect, seems strange, as Scotty was on ST:TNG #1, wasn't
> he?  I am sure that the names of the soon-to-be-deceased characters
> started with B, C, S and S, so maybe it was Spock instead of Scotty.

'Twas McCoy who appeared on ST:TNG.  This means that at least Bones will
survive the duration of the movies.

------------------------------

Date: 17 Dec 90 21:20:07 GMT
From: ggroup4@hydra.unm.edu
Subject: Re: ST VI

The latest news from rec.arts.startrek:

Star Trek VI (Tentatively titled The Infinate Voyage) will be directed by
Nicholas Meyer.  (Director of Star Trek-II; The Wrath of Kahn).  It is
supposd to be the final movie of the series.  (Rumor has it that TNG mvies
will be comming out after TNG's sixth season at the earliest.)  There have
been no reported character deaths (Though there is a large number of fans
rooting for Kirk to kick the bucket ;-).  There are also rumors that James
Horner will be doing the soundtrack.  (He did the music for ST-II amd
- -III.)  It is scheduled for a Nov/Dec '91 release to celebrate the 25th
anniversary of Star Trek.  This would probably mean that shooting starts
any time now.

------------------------------

Date: 16 Dec 90 17:13:55 GMT
From: hoss@sig.ee.ic.ac.uk (Hossein Jelveh)
Subject: Star Wars

I keep hearing rumours, about the making of a second installment of SW
movies. Could any of you wise guys out there in the net verify the
following:

1. Any truth in any of such rumours, and if so :
2. Any progress in the form of pre-production, i.e., story, script,
   actors and actresses,
3. The era during which the adventures will take place, i.e., pre, or
   post rebellion's formation, and lastly;
3. When are the first installments scheduled for approximately?

I shall appreciate any help in advance,

Hossein Jelveh,
hoss@uk.ac.ic.ee.sig

------------------------------

Date: 17 Dec 90 13:51:17 GMT
From: leeper@cbnewsj.att.com (mark.r.leeper)
Subject: EDWARD SCISSORHANDS

			    EDWARD SCISSORHANDS
		      A film review by Mark R. Leeper

	  Capsule review:  The worlds of John Waters and Jean
     Cocteau meet in a remarkably good fantasy film from Tim
     Burton and the screenwriter he has needed all along, Caroline
     Thompson.  Rating: high +2 (-4 to +4).

   Tim Burton has been emblematic of what has been going wrong with popular
films since STAR WARS.  Burton has a very strong visual sense, but a weak
story-telling ability.  His BATMAN had a beautiful vision of a dark and
mordant Gotham City, but the story itself was weak and even then there were
gaps in the telling.  His earlier BEETLEJUICE had a less developed visual
sense but even worse story-telling.  One moment characters would find
themselves floating around the room or compelled to sing calypso, and a
moment later they would be apparently overlooking the incident like they
would a burp.  In both films (as well as PEE WEE'S BIG ADVENTURE) there are
nice scenes but they are just not well sewn together.

   My guess is that something very interesting happened with Burton's
EDWARD SCISSORHANDS.  Burton told his rather Oz-ian idea about a boy with
scissors for hands to one Caroline Thompson.  As she says, "The minute he
said to me, It was so resonant and so powerful and such a clear expression
of feelings that it just set the whole thing off.  The story is about not
being able to touch anything, about feeling that everything you touch turns
to tatters.  It's about being awkward."  Remarkably, that was the story she
was able to write and the chemistry between her story-telling ability and
Burton's visual sense make a film orders of magnitude better than anything
Burton has done without her.

   Aside from some creative play in the very first frames of the film, the
first remarkable thing about the story is the setting.  You have a John
Waters suburbia jammed together with a Jean Cocteau fairy tale castle.  On
the hill, everything is magic and unworldly, while the valley wallows in
20th century pop culture and bad taste.  One day the Avon Lady (played by
Diane Wiest) crosses the boundary and drives up the hill in the quest for
new customers.  There she finds the sad and lonely Edward Scissorhands, a
dough-cutting machine incompletely transformed into a real boy, by a kindly
old scientist-wizard.  The wizard is a sort of likable Rotwang played by
Burton's childhood idol Vincent Price.  Our Avon Lady brings this enchanted
creature to the less-than-enchanting suburbia where Edward (played,
incidentally, by rock singer Johnny Depp) attempts to adapt and apply his
talents to modern life.  Edward faces a public who has a thin veneer of
xenophilia over a deeper core of xenophobia.  Further complicating matters,
he must face his own sexual repression and stigma when attracted to Kim
(played by Winona Ryder), the pretty daughter of the Avon Lady.

   EDWARD SCISSORHANDS misses being a great fantasy and, I think it does
miss it only marginally, by spending too much time in the John Waters world
and complicating the plot with Edward having an unexplained power to unlock
doors and hence being used in an illegal plot by Kim's boyfriend Jim.  Jim
is played by Anthony Michael Hall, and the years have not been kind to poor
Anthony, I'm afraid.  They have robbed him of his teenage ungainliness and
left him a rather ordinary-looking adult with little screen chemistry.

   EDWARD SCISSORHANDS still needs a little of the fine-tuning that could
have made it a classic film of a tragic hero of the order of PHANTOM OF THE
OPERA.  But it works for many of the same reasons PHANTOM does, with its
own tragic hero suffering stigma and sexual repression.  I am told that
Burton likes to work over and over with the same actors - one reason why
Michael Keaton was Batman, and I hope he feels the same about
screenwriters.  I want to see more of what Burton and Thompson can do
together.  I really doubted that I would ever give any Burton film a high
+2 on the -4 to +4 scale.  But Burton has finally found the magic.

Mark R. Leeper
att!mtgzy!leeper
leeper@mtgzy.att.com

------------------------------

Date: 17 Dec 90 22:42:01 GMT
From: jas@isi.edu (Jeff Sullivan)
Subject: Re: EDWARD SCISSORHANDS

leeper@cbnewsj.att.com (mark.r.leeper) writes:
>			   EDWARD SCISSORHANDS
>		     A film review by Mark R. Leeper
>
>	Capsule review:  The worlds of John Waters and Jean
>   Cocteau meet in a remarkably good fantasy film from Tim
>   Burton and the screenwriter he has needed all along, Caroline
>   Thompson.  Rating: high +2 (-4 to +4).

But he had her in Beetlejuce, no?  BJ was written by Caroline and Larry
Wilson.

>   My guess is that something very interesting happened with Burton's
>EDWARD SCISSORHANDS.  Burton told his rather Oz-ian idea about a boy with
>scissors for hands to one Caroline Thompson.  As she says, "The minute he
>said to me, It was so resonant and so powerful and such a clear expression
>of feelings that it just set the whole thing off.  The story is about not
>being able to touch anything, about feeling that everything you touch
>turns to tatters.  It's about being awkward."  Remarkably, that was the
>story she was able to write and the chemistry between her story-telling
>ability and Burton's visual sense make a film orders of magnitude better
>than anything Burton has done without her.

See above.

By the way, Johnny Depp is an actor.  He was the star of 21 Jump Street and
John Waters' "Crybaby."

Jeffrey A. Sullivan
Senior Systems Programmer
Information Sciences Institute
University of Southern California
jas@venera.isi.edu
jas@isi.edu

------------------------------

Date: 18 Dec 90 04:12:04 GMT
From: bgriese@hpuxa.ircc.ohio-state.edu (Beth Griese)
Subject: Re: EDWARD SCISSORHANDS

Fair warning: This movie left me cold. All great fans of ES and Burton stop
reading now, save your cardiac system the stress.

This movie does beg to be compared to a fairy tale, but it was just too
grim and too PREACHY to be a fairy tale. I tend to hate any story where one
side can do no right and the other can do no wrong, since it usually
interferes greatly with the storytelling.

In ES we stooped to beating us over the head with "Anthony Michael Hall is
playing a bad guy" by having him drive drunk (or make his friend drive
drunk, anyway). Did the movie really have to play on one of the greatest
social taboos of our time to make sure we get the idea?

Don't get me wrong, I laughed at quite a few things in this movie. I even
enjoyed a lot of the story.  They tried to pack a lot of symbolism in
there. I could try to make great social commentary about the fact that we
had to change Winona's hair to blond for her to play a popular girl or how
the good-looking guy is evil but you don't see any weird-looking women in
the right. But hey, I won't. :)

And for once, I am going to break my own rule I made for myself and kibitz
about a realism point - WHERE did Edward get those huge blocks of ice??

Beth Griese
Columbus, OH

------------------------------

Date: 18 Dec 90 22:33:35 GMT
From: groucho!fletcher@uu.psi.com
Subject: Re: EDWARD SCISSORHANDS moralizing and spoilers

bgriese@hpuxa.ircc.ohio-state.edu (Beth Griese) writes:
>Fair warning: This movie left me cold. All great fans of ES and Burton
>stop reading now, save your cardiac system the stress.
>
>In ES we stooped to beating us over the head with "Anthony Michael Hall is
>playing a bad guy" by having him drive drunk (or make his friend drive
>drunk, anyway). Did the movie really have to play on one of the greatest
>social taboos of our time to make sure we get the idea?

Errr...

Try thinking about it this way.  We choose to let others "make us" do
things like drive drunk, or paint our house ridiculous colors, or line up
to get our dogs hair cut in unnatural ways or get our own hair cut in silly
styles or put up frosted christmas trees or...  Should I go on?  The movie
was LOADED with examples of conformity.  Another netter commented on the
easy acceptance of Edward into the neighborhood.  Recall this happened only
after the "girls" decided it was O.K.  Notice that the only one who
realized that Edward was headed for trouble was the *black* police officer.
The only thing the the filmmaker didn't do was show that the cop lived in a
white house.

I was also unimpressed by this film, for two major reasons.  It was an
obvious retelling of the Frankenstein story.  IMHO, remaking a classic film
is not the best way to impress.  I also found this movie to be the kind of
moralizing story you read in high school.  It was all too obvious.  I guess
my two criticisms go together.  If the film was targeted for a high school
audience, most of the viewers probably haven't seen or read Frankenstein
and do have to be hit over the head with right and wrong. :-)

Rick Fletcher

------------------------------

Date: 19 Dec 90 01:40:41 GMT
From: leeper@cbnewsj.att.com (Mark R. Leeper)
Subject: Re: EDWARD SCISSORHANDS

jas@ISI.EDU (Jeff Sullivan) writes:
>>	Capsule review:  The worlds of John Waters and Jean
>>   Cocteau meet in a remarkably good fantasy film from Tim
>>   Burton and the screenwriter he has needed all along, Caroline
>>   Thompson.  Rating: high +2 (-4 to +4).
>
> But he had her in Beetlejuce, no?  BJ was written by Caroline and Larry
> Wilson.

No.  20th Century Fox say in their publicity "'Edward Scissorhands' is the
first of Caroline Thompson's screenplays to reach the screen.  The young
writer met Tim Burton through her agent while Burton was preparing
'Beetlejuice.'"

> By the way, Johnny Depp is an actor.  He was the star of 21 Jump Street
> and John Waters' "Crybaby."

He is a rock singer, as I said.  But you are right that he is also an
actor.  He has also been in A NIGHTMARE ON ELM STREET, PLATOON, and SLOW
BURN.

Mark Leeper
(201)957-5619
...att!mtgzx!leeper

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

            Administrivia - Happy Holidays,
	    Miscellaneous - Radio Play & Conventions (3 msgs) &
                            TRANSITION

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: Thu, 20 Dec 90 09:11:18 EST
From: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu (SF-LOVERS)
Subject: Happy Holidays

Well, as the holidays approach and the year draws to a close, so too does
this volume of SF-LOVERS digest.  This will be the last digest until
January 2, 1991, so don't panic if you don't get anything for the next 12
days.  In the meantime, anything sent to the distribution address
SF-LOVERS@RUTGERS.EDU will be stored until the digest starts up again with
volume #16 Issue #1.

Mail sent to the administration address - SF-LOVERS-REQUEST@RUTGERS.EDU may
be looked at periodically throughout the holiday season but don't expect an
immediate response.

Included at the end of this digest is a special holiday treat for all you
people supplied by ... well, you'll see when you get there.  I hope
everyone enjoys it, I know I did.  

Until next year then, I hope everyone's holiday is a happy one and
remember, please don't drink and drive.

Saul

------------------------------

Date: 19 Dec 90 00:45:51 GMT
From: jkrauel@hp-ptp.hp.com (Jennifer Krauel)
Subject: Ruby 3

Anyone else a fan of radio drama?  I was thrilled to hear another in the
series of Ruby shows from ZBS Broadcasting recently.  Since I missed some
of the episodes during Thanksgiving, I sent away for the tapes.  I'm saving
them for the holiday drive down to LA, and it's hard to wait!

In case you haven't heard about them, ZBS does a number of, well, zany and
surreal radio series.  The best of them are the Rubys, so far Ruby 1 and
Ruby 2, and now Ruby 3.  Ruby is a "galactic gumshoe" on the planet Summa
Nula (the high point of nothing).  She's a superhero of sorts, a role model
not often available in the female form.  It's very creative and
entertaining and stands up well to repeated listenings.

From what I heard of Ruby 3, it's as good as the first two.  Anyone else
have an opinion?  

Jennifer
jkrauel@hp-ptp.hp.com

------------------------------

Date: 3 Dec 90 18:33:43 GMT
From: ZAK@cu.nih.gov
Subject: MagiCon

>...can somebody give me an address (for normal mail or e-mail) where I can
>get some informations about MagiCon, Orlando '92?

MagiCon
The 50th WorldCon
September 3-7, 1992
Orlando, Florida

at the Orange County Convention and Civic Center

Headquarters Hotel:  The Peabody Hotel

Guests of Honor:

   Jack Vance, Vincent DiFate, Walter A. Willis

   Toastmaster:  Spider Robinson

For more information:

   MagiCon
   P. O. Box 621992
   Orlando, FL  32862-1992

British Agent:

   Peter Weston
   14 St. Bernard's Road
   Sutton Coldfield  B72 1LE
   United Kingdom

European Agents:

   Perry and Rondinella Williams
   Box 1793
   D-6351, Flug Platz Sembach
   West Germany

------------------------------

Date: 5 Dec 90 19:15:09 GMT
From: sequent!jimp@cse.ogi.edu (James Pilcher)
Subject: Re: Westercon in  Portland in '90

Would anyone care to comment on the Portland Westercon, or this Year's
orycon? I'm on the committee, and this is an attempt to gather a few more
impressions from those who have not been heard.
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Date: 17 Dec 90 23:58:02 GMT
From: fks@vaxeline.COM (Frances Selkirk)
Subject: Arisia

Reminder to the New England area fans who might be interested in Arisia:

Rates go up on January 1. You can send memberships to:

   Arisia
   Suite 322
   One Kendall Square 
   Cambridge, MA  02139

The convention is shaping up well, this year, and I expect it to be a lot
of fun. We've added readings and evened out the program a bit. The hotel is
on 128, rather than directly in Boston (sigh!), but we'll be running a
shuttle service to and from Alewife (red line). 

Arisia, for those of you who need an introduction, is a Boston-area Science
fiction convention. Arisia 1991, the second one, will be February 1-3. We
are trying to produce a convention for all fans, whether literary or media
("Print isn't a media?" chime the spirits of English teachers past. "It's
common usage, damn it!" I argue), young or old, costuming or t-shirt
fanatics. Okay, so we're ambitious :-)

We have an extensive film program, videos, art show, readings, authors,
hucksters, art panels, music panels, writing panels, science panels, film
panels, children's programming, and lots of extra, fun events. SIL will be
producing "Foundation and Destiny," a live action role-playing game based
on the books by Asimov. Our GOH is Jack L. Chalker, our AGOH Bob Walter,
and FGOHs Richard Hill and Laurel Cunningham.

Write me privately (I very seldom have time to read this group) if you need
more information about Arisia, or want to be in "Foundation" and need SIL's
address.

Frances Kirk Selkirk
FTP Software, Inc.	
26 Princess Street
Wakefield, MA  01880
(617) 246-0900
info@ftp.com
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From: mcintyre@cpac.washington.edu
Date: Fri, 7 Dec 90 19:04:14 PST
Subject: An Excerpt from TRANSITION
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                 An Excerpt from Chapter 1
 
                    For SF Lovers Digest
 
     Griffith, who pretended to be from the General Accounting Office 
of the United States of America, walked fast down a path, his gaze on 
the ground and his thoughts light-years away.
 
     He needed to walk.  He needed the freedom, the motion.  During 
_Starfarer_'s crisis, he had been trapped inside a survival sphere for 
over an hour.  It had seemed like days.  He still found it difficult to 
believe that General Cherenkov had overpowered him, immobilized him.  He 
felt embarrassed, upset, and, above all confused.  He was not used to 
feeling confused.
 
     He did not like it.
 
     He never would have taken me, Griffith thought, not if I hadn't 
begun trusting him.  That was a mistake.  I let my admiration for him 
get in the way.  If I hadn't started trusting him, he never would have 
taken me.
 
     The landscape looked familiar.  He recognized the topography of a 
small clear stream, a clump of budding white lilacs.  He had walked 
completely around the circumference of _Starfarer_'s campus cylinder.  
He was, of course, walking in circles.
 
     Griffith swore aloud.  When he first came aboard _Starfarer_, he 
had envied its inhabitants.  They lived in a place of beauty, a place 
that represented limitless freedom.  But to Griffith it had come to 
represent entrapment and isolation and his own failure.
 
     He reached out to the starship's computer web and received a null 
response.  This was the worst system crash he had ever observed.  He 
wondered who could have engineered the collapse of the web and its 
backups.  Whoever did it, however they did it, they had achieved a 
spectacular success.  A few days ago, Griffith would have applauded it.  
Now he regretted it.
 
     He looked up.  A few paces farther on, General Cherenkov rounded a 
turn in the path.  Griffith stopped.
 
     Cherenkov hurried past him.
 
     "General -- "
 
     Cherenkov spun around, looming angrily over him.
 
     "I told you not to call me that!"
 
     Griffith stepped back involuntarily, poised for a fight.  He did 
not intend to let Cherenkov make a fool of him again.
 
     Griffith was an unremarkable-looking man; this was one of his 
strengths.  When people described him, they talked in terms of mediums: 
medium brown hair and eyes, medium complexion, medium build, medium 
height.  Cherenkov was quite tall, especially for an astronaut.  A 
cosmonaut.  His height intensified his intimidating presence.
 
     Cherenkov eased back.  "I have no wish for a rematch," he said.  
"We may take it as a given, Marion, that you would win a second round."
 
     "I don't like being called Marion any more than you like being 
called general.  Can we call a truce on this?"
 
     Cherenkov turned and strode down the trail.  Feeling like a 
supplicant, Griffith followed.  He caught up after a few paces, but he 
had to lengthen his stride uncomfortably, or trot, to stay level with 
Cherenkov.
 
     "You never said you did not like being called Marion," Cherenkov 
said.
 
     "The hell I didn't."
 
     "You said you did not ordinarily use your given name."
 
     "We're arguing semantics!  Will you wait a minute?  Where are you 
going?"
 
     Cherenkov stopped again.  "When are you going to keep your promise 
and leave me alone?"
 
     The tone in the cosmonaut's voice hurt Griffith far more than the 
physical pain of the fight.
 
     "I risked everything I had," Griffith said.  "Everything.  And I 
lost it.  To help this expedition continue."
 
     "No one asked you to!  No one asked you to help it, and no one 
asked you to sabotage it in the first place.  No one  here."
 
     "You have no proof of your accusations."
 
     "Do I need any?"
 
     "To turn me in?"
 
     Cherenkov smiled.  Griffith had never noticed before that his 
front teeth were crooked, one slightly overlapping the other.  The flaw 
troubled him.
 
     "Who would I turn you in to, Marion?"
 
     Griffith hesitated.  _Starfarer_ possessed no security force, a 
fact that had leapt out at him when he researched the expedition.  As 
far as he knew, these disorganized anarchists had never even discussed 
what to do with a criminal, much less set up any mechanism to deal with 
one.  The alternative was mob rule, vigilante justice.  When he first 
came on board the starship, Griffith had felt contempt for the 
personnel.  But in the last few days he had observed their 
hotheadedness.  He could be in serious danger if Cherenkov denounced him 
in public or in private.
 
     "You think that if I tell my colleagues who you really are, they 
will deteriorate into a mob."
 
     "I think they already did that," Griffith said.
 
     "Perhaps I _should_ tell them what you've done.  You hurt any 
number of people by crashing the web -- "
 
     "I did not!"
 
     "They are still in the health center.  Many are in shock."
 
     "I _know_ people were hurt.  But I didn't crash the system."
 
     Cherenkov started walking down the trail again, this time at a 
more reasonable pace.  Griffith followed him.
 
     "Who did, then?"
 
     "I don't know." Griffith said, both surprised and grateful that 
Cherenkov trusted his word.  "I figured it was someone in the carrier."
 
     "I'm not a systems expert.  But I would have thought that to be 
difficult, if possible at all."
 
     Griffith walked beside him in silence for a few minutes.
 
     "I hope it's possible," he said.  "Because otherwise I'm the most 
likely suspect." 
 
     "But you are innocent?"
 
     "Of crashing the system, yes, I'm innocent."
 
     "But guilty of other things."
 
     "They don't concern anyone on board _Starfarer_.  Only me, if I 
get back alive.  If any of us does."
 
     "Why did you change your mind about the expedition?"
 
     "Because you wanted it--"
 
     Griffith stopped.  Not because his words were a lie, but because 
they were so true.  They made him even more vulnerable.  First he had 
begun to trust Cherenkov, and now he was telling him the truth.
 
     "I see," Cherenkov said.  "I asked you to think and act for 
yourself.  Instead, you tried to divine my thoughts and you tried to act 
for me.  I don't understand you.  If you have to obey someone, what 
possesses you to choose me?"
 
     "I saw the tapes you made..."
 
     Griffith expected Cherenkov to tell him to shut up, but the 
cosmonaut continued in silence along the rock-foam trail, where banks of 
pink and white camellia bushes rose on either side. The two men walked 
parallel to the long axis of the starship's main cylinder, along a cool, 
green path.  The air smelled of damp grass, for a shower had passed a 
few minutes ago.  The cloud lay a quarter of the way farther along the 
cylinder's circumference, sweeping its course with raindrops.  
 
     "You saw the tapes?" Cherenkov said.  "I thought they were 
destroyed.  Long ago."  
 
     "No.  They exist."  
 
     Cherenkov shrugged.  "Too late, by years, for them to do any 
good."  
 
     "What you said in those interviews moved me," Griffith said.  
"Deeply.  I could see you fighting to control your pain and your 
outrage, but I could feel it all anyway.  Your words, your feelings, 
were like a sword..."
 
     "I felt nothing."
 
     Marion Griffith looked up at him, uncomprehending.  "No.  _What_?"
 
     "I felt nothing when I made those recordings.  I knew that I 
should feel something.  I knew it was important to tell what I saw, no 
matter how terrible it was.  But I could feel nothing.  I turned all 
that off, months before, just to survive."
 
     "If it wasn't real, you're a damned good actor!" Griffith said.
 
     "Yes," Cherenkov replied, matter of fact.
 
     "You're lying.  No.  I don't mean that.  You're making it up to 
protect yourself from the truth.  I know how to do that -- to keep it 
from hurting anymore."
 
     "Don't rewrite my life for me!  I remember how it was.  I almost 
refused the interviews, that's how difficult it was."
 
     "You see!"  Griffith heard his own voice, urgent, desperate.  "It 
was too painful -- "
 
     "It was difficult," Kolya said softly, "because I no longer wanted 
to care.  I had to force myself..."
 
     Griffith could think of no reply.  He felt stunned and numb, as 
Kolya had claimed to feel.
 
     "Perhaps if they had ever used those tapes as I expected them to 
be used, if I had seen them again, things might have been different.  
But I told what I saw, and no one paid attention.  No one believed."
 
     "That isn't true either," Griffith said.  "I know what happened."
 
     Kolya chuckled.  "Marion Griffith, child spy."
 
     "I was a teenager when you escaped.  Then, I only knew what was 
public.  The news stories, and the movie--" 
 
     Kolya made a piteous sound of agony.
 
     "What's the matter?  Are you all right?"
 
     "If you tell me that appalling piece of adventure fiction affected 
your life, I'll surely throttle you.  It had nothing to do with me, and 
I had nothing to do with it."
 
     Griffith skipped over the subject of his own teen-age years and 
the things that had affected him when he was a dumb, romantic kid.
 
     "When I was in a position to, I made it my business to find out 
what really happened.  That's how I found your tapes.  I talked to 
people who were involved.  It wasn't that no one believed what you said.  
They did.  They knew others would, too.  They were afraid of the public 
reaction.  That's why they never released your interviews." 
 
     "A political decision," Kolya said.
 
     "Yes.  They thought if they didn't do anything, things would ease 
up with the Sweep.  Unfortunately, they were wrong."
 
     "Yes."
 
     Kolya reached the foot of the slope that led up the end of the 
cylinder.  He began to climb.
 
     "At the meeting," Griffith said, "you told me that no one outside 
the Sweep could do anything that would help anyone inside.  Why did you 
give those interviews?  You were trying to affect the Sweep from 
outside!"
 
     "That was years ago!" Kolya said angrily.  "Things change!  
Different actions are appropriate for different conditions."  He glanced 
over at Griffith.  "I think you want everything to be stable, and 
predictable.  But the world isn't like that." 
 
     Griffith could think of no reply.  
 
     They were halfway up the hill to the axis of _Starfarer_, moving 
easily along the switchbacks while the gravity decreased with every 
step.  Though the physical angle of the slope increased, the perception 
was of a progressively easier climb.  
 
     "Kolya, where are we going?"
 
     "I'm going to the liaison office.  I don't know where you're 
going."
 
     Griffith stopped.  He watched Kolya continue up the path and 
disappear into the tunnel near the axis of the starship.  He hoped Kolya 
would turn around and laugh, or ask why Griffith had fallen behind.  But 
he glided up the hill and out of sight without another word.
 
     Just follow him, Griffith said to himself.  What can he do, if you 
follow him?  It's what you've been doing all along, and he never did 
anything to keep you from doing whatever you want.  
 
     Except, of course, Griffith was no longer following Kolya 
Cherenkov.  
 
                               * * *
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